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Lord  Chesterfield’s  Letters. 
BOOK  I. 


LETTER  I. 

TO  THE  REV.  MR.  J O U N E A U 
SIR,  ■ — 

The  reading  of  the  letter,  you  have  been  fo  kind  as  to  write 
to  me,  gave  me  great  plcafurc ; it  leemed  as  if  you  were 
talking  to  me  yourfelf,  and  as  if  I was  in  comi>any  with  the  man 
in  the  world  I moft  efteem,  and  whom  I moll  ardently  wilh  to 
oblige.  I would  have  anfwered  it  fooner,  had  I not  fjjent  this 
week  at  the  bilhop  of  Ely’s  [Dr.  John  More],  who  lives  within 
fifteen  miles  of  this  place.  I have,  in  that  lliort  time,  fecn  more 
of  the  country,  which  is  very  plcafant  about  here,  than  ever  I farv 
in  all  my  life  before. 

I continue  very  clofe  to  my  (Indies,  which  are  as  yet  but  Latin 
and  Greek,  becaufe  the  fair,  which  will  be  held  in  ten  days,  svould 
have  interrupted  them;  but,  when  that  diverfion  is  over,  1 am  to 
begin  with  civil  law%  philofophy,  and  a little  of  the  mathe- 
matics : but  as  for  anatomy,  I lhall  not  base  an  opjwrtunity  of 

learning 

• Tl»><  ■^cinlcman  Jciccmkd  frmn  a viry  protcftanl  family  In  the  ifle  of  Rhc,  near 
I.A  Rorl^clic,  ia  France.  He  ewne  over  to  F.nglanJ,  witli  numlKT*  of  liis  Iwethrcn,  wLom 
t;w  rcvocullou  of  ihc  cdtft  of  in  1685,  drove  from  tlicir  n.irivc  country.  He  was 

a]»|>oin(rti  tnitiidcr  of  a Frcruii  congii^ailon  of  tUe  churcU  of  England  in  Bern  lck*Arect,  Soho, 
\omtg  -Mr.  Stanhope,  afiirwurd^  lord  C’ljeAvrJicM,  was  put  umlcf  ids  care  by'  his  ^randakotlivr, 
th'  cjuntefs-downj^vr  of  Hahfiix;  inJ  r;vcivcd  from  him  hU  firA  inftrui^ions  in  languagr>, 
Kllio'y,  and  ]>Kiloio|diy.  lie  c<>rrct)x'n<i>i  nith  iiim  during  iiis  Aay  at  Cambridge,  arM  in  his 

travels 
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Lettres  de  Mylord  Chesterfield. 

L I V R E I. 


L E T T R E I. 

A MR.  JOUN'F.Air. 

MONSIEUR, 

J’A  I eu  un  fenlible  plaiHr  en  lifant  la  lettre,  que  vous  avez  eu  la 
bonte  de  m’^rire ; il  me  fembloit  que  vous  me  parliez  vous 
m^me,  et  que  j’etois  dans  la  compagnie  de  I’homme  du  moride 
que  j’ellime  le  plus,  &.  a qui  je  fouhaite  le  plus  aidemment  de 
pouvoLr  f^re  plaifir.-  J’y  aurois  repondu  pWtdt,  n’eut  que  j’ai 
pairs  cette  femaine  chez  ISvequc  d’Ely,  qui  demeure  i quinze 
miles  d'ici.  J’ai,  dans  ee  peu  de  terns,  vu  plus  de  la  campagne 
que  je  n’avois  vu  auparavant  dans  toute  ma  vie,  et  qui  ici-autour 
ell  tres  agreable. 

Je  continue  bien  ferme  dans  mes  Etudes,  qui  ne  font  encore  que 
le  Latin  et  le  Grec,  a caufe  que  la  foire,  qui  va  venir  en  dix  Jours,, 
les  auroit  interrompues,  mais  apres  que  ce  divertilicraent  fei-a  lini, 
je  dois  commencer  le  droit  cisnl,  la  phllofophie,  8c  un  peu  de 
mathematiques ; raais  pour  I’anatomie,  je  ne  la  j>ourrai  ix)int  ap- 

travel  to  HoUanil  and  to  F»ance.  He  always  profclTcd  rtic  greateft  iscgard  and  eneem  for  that 
worthy  man,  and  gave  him  repeated  tokens  of  trlcndfliip.  *rhe  fix  letters,  wc  here  give  fiom 
the  original-^,  arc  all  that  were  preferved  : thr>‘  fhovv,  at  that  early  period,  the  manner  of 
thioluRg  aiul  fccliag  cf  our  amiable  nobleman,  who  wa<  but  ciglitecn  years  old  when  that  cor* 
KltHmdcnce  began. 

B z - Je 
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learning  it ; for  though  a poor  man  has  been  hanged,  the  furgeon 
who  ufed  to  perform  thofe  oi>erations  would  not  this  year  give 
any  ledturcs,  bccaufe  it  was  a man,  and  then  he  fays  the  fcholars 
will  not  cbhic.' 

I find  this  college,  where  1 am,  infinitely  the  beft  in  all  the 
univerlity ; for  it  is  the  fmalleft,  and  it  is  full  of  lawyers,  who 
have  ^ived  in  the  worW,  aAl  knpw  how  to  be^ve>  *'  We  have  but 
one  clergyman  here  ; and  he  is  the  only  drunkard  in  the  college. 
Whatever  may  be  faid  to  the  contrary,  there  is  certainly  very  little 
debauchery  in  this  univerfity)'efi>^ally  amon^  people  of  fafliion; 
for  a man  muft  have  the  inclinations  of  a porter  to  endure  it  here. 

Methinks  our-affiBrs  are  in  » very  bad  way;  but,  as  I cannot 
mend  them,  I meddle  very  little  with  politics : only  1 take  a plea- 
fure  in  going  fometimes  to  the  coffee-houfe,  to  fee  the  pitched 
battles  that  arc  fought,  between  the  heroes' of  both  fides,  with  in- 
conceivable bravery,  and  are  ufually  terminated  by  the  total  de- 
feat of  a few  tea-cups  on  both  fides; 

I am  afraid  I have  tired  you  too  much  : at  leaft,‘  for  fear  I fliould, 
it  is  high  time  I fhould  tell  you  that  I am,  sir. 

Your  moft  humble  fervant,  • v 

Trin.Hall,  Cunbtii%ci  , -i  ■ • . . > P.  StANHOPE. 

Aug.  12,  1712. 


LETTER  II. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

SIR, 

T WOULD  not  mifs  the  firft  oppommity  of  fending  you  this  trifle, 
which  I fhould  be  afitamed  to  do,  without  aflliring  you,  at  the 
fame  time,  that  1 wifli  it  was  ten  times  more.  I came  to  town  laft 
night,  for  a few  days,  ami  hope  it  will  not  be  long  before  1 have  the 
pleafurc  of  feeing  you.  I am,  s i R, 

Sept.  21.  Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

P.  Stanhope. 

LETTER 
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prendre  ; car,  <juoi  qu'il  y ait  eu  un  ixmvre  pendu,  le  chirurgien, 
qui  avoir  coutume  de  fairc  ces  oj^crations,  ii'en  a jwint  yovilu  laire 
cette  fois,  parcc  (jue  c’etoit  un  honunc,  et  alors  il  dit  que  Ics  eco- 
liers  ne  vculent  jx)int  venir. 

Je  trouvc  ce  college,  dans  Icquel  je  fuis,  infiniment  Ic  mcilleur 
de  route  I’univerfit^,  car  c’cft  le  plus  petit,  8c  il  eft  remj^i  d’avo- 
cats,  qui  ont  etc  dans  le  monde,  8c  qui  favent  vivre.  Nous  n’avons 
qu’un  miniftre,  qui  eft  auffi  le  feul  yvrogne  du  college.  Quoi 
qu’on  en  dife>  il  y a fort  peu  de  ddiauche  dans  cette  univerfite,  8c 
furtout  pamii  les  gens  de  condition  ; car  il  faudroit  avoir  un  gout  de 
portefaix  ou  de  crocheteur,  pour  la  pouvoir  foufinr  ici. 

11  me  femble  que  nous  fommes  fort  mal  dans  nos  afifaires,  mais, 
ne  pouvant  les  emp^cher,  jene  me  m^le  guire  de  politique : feulement 
je  me  fais  un  plaifir  cfaller  voir  quelquefois  au  caffe  les  batailles 
rang^  qui  s’y  donnent,  entre  les  h^s  de  chaque  cAt6,  avec  une 
bravoure  inconcevable,  ct  qui  ne  fe  terminent  cfa'apres  I'cnticre 
defaite  de  quelques  taffes  de  th6  des  deux  c6tes. 

Je  crains  de  vous  avoir  deja  trop  ennuy^ ; au  mtnns,  de  peur  dc 
le  faire,  il  eft  bien  terns  de  vous  dire  que  je  fuis, 

MONSIEUR, 

‘‘■is  humble  fervUcur, 

P,  Stanhope. 


L E T T R E II. 

A U M E M £. 

MONSIEUR, 

TE  n’ai  pas  voulu  penlre  la  premiere  occalion  de  vous  eiivoyer  cette 
^ bagatelle,  cc  que  j’aurois  honte  de  faire,  fi  je  ne  vous  aflurois 
en  mime  terns,  que  jc  youdrois  bien  que  ce  fut  dix  fois  autant.  Je 
vins  en  ville  liier  au  foir,  pour  quelques  jours,  8c  j'efpere  qu’il  ne 
fe  pallera  pas  longtems  avant  que  j’aye  le  ploifir  de  vous  voir.  Je 
fuis, 

; ♦ MONSIEUR, 

>'•  Votre  tres  humble  ierv'iteur, 

P.  Stanhope. 


LETTRE 
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LETTER  III. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

S I B, 

^ I ' H E divei  fions  of  Newmarket,  where  I went  three  or  four  day.s, 
-*■  prevental  my  writing  to  you  lo  ftx>n  a.s  1 intended ; befuies,  I 
have  been  in  a ftrange  bulUe  in  Ihifting  my  diambcrs.  I hoix;  I am 
now  fettled  for  the  time  I have  to  continue  here. 

It  is  now,  Sir,  I have  a great  deal  of  bulinefs  upon  my  hands, 
for  I fpend  above  an  hour  every  day  in  ftudying  the  civil  law,  and 
as  much  in  philofophy ; and  next  week,  tlie  bUnd  man  [Saunderfon] 
begins  his  leftures  ujMn  the  mathematics  ; fo  that  1 am  now  fully 
employed.  Would  you  beheve  too  that  I read  Lucian  and  Xenophon 
in  Greek  ? which  is  made  eafy  to  me  ; for  I do  not  take  the  pains  to 
leam  all  the  grammar  rules : but  the  man  who  is  with  me  •,  and  who 
is  himfelf  a living  grammar,  teaches  me  them  all  as  I go  along.  I • 
referve  time  for  playing  at  tennis,  for  I wilh  to  have  the  corpus  /atium, 
as  well  as  the  snens  fana ; I think  the  one  is  not  good  for  much 
without  the  other. 

Since  my  return  hither,  I have  received  the  letter  you  had  IcHt 
to  Oxford,  fomebody  having  changed  it  for  Cambridge  ; and  I think 
your  nnemory,  which  you  complain  of  fo  much,  is  a very  excellent 
one,  for,  excepting  a few  little  words,  it  is  the  very  fame  as  the 
other  you  font  afterwards  ; but  1 had  not  the  lefs  pleafurc  in  read- 
ing it. 

Decks  repetita  placebit — 

which  was  the  motto  that  a clergyman  here  (who  married  a very 
pretty  girl  the  other  day)  put  into  the  wedding  ring. 

Write  to  me  often,  1 beg  of  you,  when  you  have  notliing  elfc  to 
do  ; and  you  will  inhnitely  oblige, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  huml)le  fervant, 

Stanhope. 

ii  Ofl.  1712. 

* Mr.  Crow.  See  Memoirs  of  lonl  ClscitcrficU,  Sett.  I. 

LETTER 
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L E T T R E III. 

A V H £ M C. 

MONSIEUR, 

T ES  divertiflemens  de  Newmarket,  ouje  fus  trois  ou  quatre  jours, 
m’ont  empechd  dc  vous  6crire  fit6t  que  J’avois  intention  ; outre 
(juc  J’ai  dans  un  cmbarras  furieux  en  changeant  de  chambres. 
J’efjiire  que  me  void  accomod(i  pour  le  terns  queje  demeurcrai  id. 

C’eft  a cette  heure,  Monlieur,  que  J’ai  bien  des  affaires  fur  les  bras, 
car  j’cmployc  plus  d'une  heure  jiar  jour  au  droit  civil,  et  tout  au- 
tant  a la  philolbphie  ; et  la  femaine  qui  vient,  I’aveugle  commcnccra 
fes  lejons  de  math^raatiques ; de  forte  que  me  void  bien  occuji^. 
Croiriez-vous  bien  aufli  que  je  lis  Lucien  8c  Xenophon  en  Grec  ? cc 
qui  m’eft  rendu  aflez  aife,  car  je  ne  m’embarafle  point  d’apjireiidre 
toutes  les  regies  de  la  grammaire  ; mais  I’homme  qui  eft  avec  moi, 
et  qui  eft  une  grammaire  vivante,  me  les  enfeigne  en  lifant.  Je  me 
refcrve  du  terns  pour  jouer  d la  paume,  car  je  fouhaito  aufti  bien  le 
corpus  fanttm  que  le  mats  Jana ; il  me  femble  que  I’un  ne  vaut  gucres 
fans  I’autre. 

Depuis  mon  arrivce  id,  j’ai  re^u  la  lettre  que  vous  envoyates  4 
Oxford,  quelqu’un  I’ayant  change  ix>ur  Cambridge,  8c  je  trouve 
votre  mcmoire  (dont  vous  vous  plaignez  tant)  excellente,  car  die 
eft,  a quelques  jxjtits  mots  jircs,  juftemeut  la  mime  que  I’autre  que 
vous  envoyates  apres,  mais  je  n’eus  pas  [xjur  cela  moins  de  plaifir  en 
la  hfant. 

Decks  repetUa  placebit — 

cc  qui  eft  la  dedfe  qu’un  miniltrc  id  (qui  cixiufa  I’autrc  jour  une  tres 
johe  fille)  nfit  dans  la  baguc  dc  noi:c. 

Ecrivez  moi  done  Ibuvent,  Monlieur,  je  vous  en  prie,  quand  vous 
n’aurezrien  autre  chofe  d faire,  8c  vous  obligerez  infiniment, 

MONSIEUR, 

Votre  tres  humble  fcn  itcur. 

Stanhope. 
LETTER 


12  1712. 


8 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


LETTER  IV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

T BEG  a thoufkul  pardons,  Sir,  for  not  anfwcring  your  lafl  letter 

fooner  : but  I have,  for  fome  time  paft,  ,been  very  much  taken 
up  wkh  anatomy,  befides  my  ufual  exerdfes,  elfe  I Ihould  have  been 
in  town  before  this  time. 

I am  not  much  furprized  at  the  civilities,  which  your  fon  *,  with 
Sir  George  Byng’s  children,  meet  with  from  the  French.  They  ought 
indeed  to  be  very  civil  to  us,  and  that  is  but  a poor  return  for  all  w'c 
have  given  them. 

I am  greatly  obliged  to  Mr.  Chaflcloup  for  fpeaking  fo  well  of  me, 
and  it  is  not  to  return  the  compliment  that  I tell  you  he  is  a very 
pretty  young  man. 

You  muft  not  expefl  any  news  from  hence : lb  that  I lhall  conclude 
by  alTuring  you  that  I lhall  not  fail  to  do  what  you  delire,  when  1 
come  to  town,  which  will  be  fcx>n,  and  that  iri  the  mean  time  I am, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  humble  fervant, 

Holy  ThurfAy.  p.  STANHOPE. 


LETTER  V. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

SIR, 

T SHOULD  have  thanked  you  fooner  for  the  letter  you  was  lo 
-*•  kind  as  to  write  to  me,  if  1 had  not  been  prevented  by  fome 
little  excurlions  1 have  taken  lately,  to  fee  the  neighbouring  places; 
fuch  as  Amfterclam,  Leyden,  Utrecht,  8cc.  You  have  reafon  to 
upbraid  me  with  my  not  writing  to  you,  as  1 had  promil'ed ; and 
I own  there  was  Ibme  lazincfs  in  the  cafe ; for,  though  I wifhed 
nothing  more  than  to  cxprcls  the  ellecm  and  refpedi  1 have  for 
you,  yet  1 put  off  from  day  to  day  both  die  pleafure  and  the 
trouble  of  writing  to  you. 

_ ♦ He  wM  bici  up  a ph)Ce'iaD,  aad  travelled  with  Sir  George  Byag'i  foni. 

I As 
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L E T T R E IV. 

A U M t M t. 

T E vous  demande  mille  pardons,  Monfieur,  de  n’avoir  pas  plutot 
rendu  r^ponfe  i votre  derniere  lettre,  mais  il  y a quelque  terns  que 
j’ai  ^6  fort  occupy  a I’anatomie,  outre  ines  exercices  ordinaires,  ou 
bien  j’aurois  6te  on  sille  avant  ce  terns  id. 

Je  ne  m’6tonne  gxieres  de  I’honnetete  que  votre  fils,  avec  les  enfans 
de  Sr.  George  Byng,  trouva  de  la  part  des  Francois.  En  v<irit^  ils  nous 
en  doivent  de  refte,  et  c’eft  une  pauvre  recompenfe  pour  tout  ce  que 
nous  leur  avons  donn6. 

Je  fuis  fort  oblige  a Mr.  Chafleloup  du  bien  qu’il  dit  de  moi,  ct  ce 
n’eft  pas  pour  lui  rendre  la  pareille,  que  je  vous  dis  que  c’eft  un  fort 
Joli  gar^on. 

II  ne  faut  pas  que  vous  attendiez  des  nouvelles  d'ici,  de  forte  que 
je  finirai,  en  vous  aflurant  que  je  ne  manquerai  pas  de  faire  ce  que 
vous  me  demandez,  qioand  je  ferai  a Londres,  ce  qui  fera  en  peu  de 
temps,  8c  que  cependant  je  fuis,  ‘ 

MONSIEUR, 

Jeudi  Saint.  Votre  tT^s  humble  fersiteur, 

P.  Stanhope, 


LETTRE  V. 

, A U M f H I. 

MONSIEUR, 

TE  votis  aurois  pldtdt  remercie  de  la  lettre  que  vous  avez  eu  la 
bonte  de  m’«:rire,  li  des  petits  voyages  que  j’ai  faits  depuis  peu 
pour  voir  les  endroits  i I’entour  d’id,  comme  Amfterdam,  Leyde, 
Utrecht,  8cc.  ne  m’en  euflent  empech6.  C’eft  avec  jufticc  que 
vous  me  reprochez  de  ne  vous  avoir  pas  6crit,  felon  ma  promelle,  8c 
j’avoue  qu’il  y avoit  de  lapareffe  dans  mon  fait;  car,  quoiquejene 
fouhaitailc  rien  d’avantage  que  de  vous  temoigner  I’eftime  8c  le 
refpeift  que  j’ai  pour  vous,  toutefois  je  rcmcttois  de  jour  en  jour, 
et  le  plaifir  et  la  peine  de  vous  ecrire. 

V 0 L.  n.  C 


Pour 
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As  for  the  defcription  of  the  towns  in  Flanders,  which  you  alk 
me  for,  I believe  it  would  be  neeiilefs  to  fend  it  you ; for  you 
know  it  already  better  than  I do,  from  perfons  who  w ere  better 
able  to  jud^  of  them  ; and,  xs  for  rcfle>ftions,  I could  make  none; 
for  you  know  they  fhould  be  made  rather  upon  perlbns  tlian 
things  and,  as  I only  palled  through,  I had  not  time  to  make 
any  acquaintance ; but,  if  I had  made  any  oblen’ations  I queltion 
whether  I Ihould  have  ventured  to  impart  them  to  you.  I am  too 
well  acquainted  w ith  your  judgment  and  my  own. 

I have  fpent  my  time  very  agreeably  here;  for  this  place  is 
quite  charming  in  fummer;  and  there  is  very  good  company,  on 
account  of  the  many  foreigners  who  li\  e here ; for,  as  to  the  na- 
tives, it  is  certain  they  have  not  the  moll  refined  manners ; they 
are  a good  fort  of  people,  but  converfe  very  hole. 

I lhall  fet  out  next  week  for  a place  which  I am  told  will  not 
be  lefs  entertaining  : 1 mean  Turin,  where  I lhall  continue  till 
the  carnival ; then  I lhall  go  to  Venice ; and  from  tlicnce  to 
Rome,  See.  When  you  do  me  tlie  pleafure  to  write  to  me 
(which  I hope  will  be  very  often),  you  need  but  fend  your  letters 
to  lady  Halifax  +,  who  will  fonvanl  them  to  me ; and,  on  my 
fide,  I lhall  not  fail  to  thank  you  for  them,  and  to  allure  vou 
with  how  much  fincerity  and  refjxjcl  I am, 

SIX, 

Hij-jt,  .Scg.  lo,  X.  S.  Your  moll  humble  Setvant, 

Stanhope. 

I beg  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  J. 


LETTER  VI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

S 1 R, 

TAM  very  forty  I did  not  receive  the  letter  you  mention  in  that 
_ which  I received  yefterday ; and  the  more,  as  1 believe  you 

• Tti<  pct«a  »u  Uid  aJile  thedrxhot  queen  .Aaaj  aiul  our  noblenaa  hskl  never  if- 
aa  os  if. 

t Hu  ; to  vriiwJe  tender  eve  and  mattagrment  he  iras  InJebteJ  tor  !ut 

gave 
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Pour  la  (fefcription  cles  villes  de  Flandres,  quo  vous  me  de- 
manded, jc  crois  qu’il  feroit  adez,  inutile  de  vous  I’envoycr,  car 
vous  la  favcz  d^ja  mieux  quo  moi,  par  des  pcrfonnes  qui  en  out 
pu  mieux  juger ; et,  }x>ur  des  rtiflexions,  je  n’cn  ai  pu  faire  aucune, 
car  vous  lavez  qu'elles  doiv'ent  ^trc  faites  pKitdt  fur  les  iierlbnnes  que 
fur  les  thofeS  ; et,  cotnme  je  ne  faifois  que  paffer,  je  n’ai  pas  eu  le 
terns  d’y  faire  aucune  connoiflance ; mais,  quand  meme  j’cn  euffe 
fait,  je  ne  fais  fi  j’aurois  eu  la  hardiefle  de  vous  les  communiquer. 
Je  connois  tropbien  votrc  jugcment  et  le  mien. 

l.e  ftjour  <pie  j’ai  fait  id'  m’a  ite  fort  agreable,  car  cet  endroit 
eft  tout-a-fait  charmant  dans  l'd6,  et  la  o)mpagnie  y eft  fort  bonne, 
a caufe  du  grand  nombre  d’etrangers  qui  y demeurent ; car,  pour  les 
gens  du  pais,  il  eft  certain  qu’ils  ne  font  pas  d’un  commerce  le  plus 
rafine  : ce  font  d’aflez  bonnes  gens,  mais  qui  ne  fe  melent  pas  de 
la  converfation. 

I.a  femaine  <pii  vient,  jc  pars  ixjur  un  endroit  qu'on  m'alTurc 
ne  fera  pas  moins  divertiflant,  je  veux  tlim  Turin,  ou  je  refterai 
jufqu’au  camaval ; puis  j’irai  ^ Venife,  de  1;\  a Rome,  fee.  Quand 
vous  voudrez  bien  me  faire  le  plaifir  de  m’ecrire  (cc  que  j'efpire 
vous  voudrez  bien  fouvent),  vous  n'avez  qu’a  envoyer  vos  lettres 
chez  my  lady  Halifax,  qui  me  leS  fera  recevoir ; et  moi  de  mon 
c6te,  je  ne  manquerai  pas  de  vous  cn  remerder,  et  de  vous  alTiirer 
avec  combien  de  fmeerit^  et  de  rcfix;d  je  fuis, 

MONSIEUR, 

. D«  i»  Hiyf,  ce  lo  Aout,  K.  s.  Votre  tres  humble  lersdteur,  ' 

Stanhope. 

Je  vous  prie  de  faire  mes  complimens  i madame  votre  femme. 


L E T T R E VI. 

A U M £ M £. 

MONSIEUR, 

JE  fuis  fort  fdch6  de  n’avoir  pas  re  votre  lettre,  dont  vous  me 
parlez  dans  celle  que  je  requs  hier  de  votre  part,  d’autant  plus 
que  je  crois  que  vous  m’y  donniez  quclque  occafion  de  vous  faire 

C a plaifir, 
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gave  me  Ibme  opportunity  of  obliging  you,  which  I lhall 
iways  do  with  the  greateft  readinefs.  I am  very  glatl  lady 
Halifax  has  done  what  Ihe  could  in  your  favour.  You  re- 
proach me  (and  not  without  caufe)  for  not  having  writ  to  you 
iince  I came  to  Paris.  I confefs  my  fault ; I repent  of  it ; and 
yoti  will  be  convinced  of  the  fincerity  of  my  repentance,  by  the 
number  of  letters  I lhall  trouble  you  with  for  the  future.  You 
will  beg  for  quarters,  but  in  vain ; I will  punilli  you  for  not 
having  known  your  firft  happinefs. 

1 had  not  been  fo  long  out  of  England,  as  to  uilh  to  return 
thither  at  any  rate,  elfe  I could  have  liked  to  have  been  there  at 
the  arrival  of  the  king,  to  have  lhared  in  the  general  joy  it  mull 
have  occalioned.  Had  I no  other  reafon,  the  Ibrrow  alone  which 
appeared  in  the  French,  and  in  the  Englilh  who  followed  the 
pretender,  on  the  death  of  the  queen,  would  be  enough  to  com- 
fort me  for  that  event.  But,  when  I fee  how  far  matters  were 
already  advanced  in  favotir  of  the  pretender  and  popery,  and 
^at  we  were  on  the  very  brink  of  llavery,  I abfolutely  look  upon 
the  tleath  of  that  vvoman  as  the  happiell  thing  that  has  ever  be- 
fallen England ; for,  had  Ihe  lived  three  months  longer,  Ihe  was 
certainly  going  to  eltablifli  her  own  religion,  and  of  courfe  ty- 
ranny, and  would  have  left  us,  at  her  death,  a ballard  for  our 
king,  jull  as  great  a fool  as  herfelf,  and  who,  like  her,  would 
have  been  led  by  the  nofe  by  a fet  of  rafcals.  The  pretender’s 
declaration,  and  a thoufand  other  things,  are  convincing  proofs  of 
the  delign  of  thofe  conlpirators,  the  rainiftry,  to  bring  him  in. 

If  you  will  have  me  tell  you  freely  what  I think  of  France, 
you  mull  give  me  leave  to  confider  you  as  an  Englilhman ; and 
then  I fliall  teU  you  that,  except  VerfaUles,  I fee  nothing  here  that 
we  have  not  finer  and  better  in  England.  1 lliall  not  give  you 
my  opinion  of  the  French,  becaufe  1 am  very  often  taken  for 
, one ; and  many  a Frenchman  has  paid  me  the  higheft  compli- 
ment they  think  they  can  pay  to  any  one,  which  is,  “ Sir,  you  , 
“ are  juft  like  one  of  us.”  I lhall  only  tell  you,  that  I am  infolent ; 

I talk  a great  deal ; I am  very  loud  and  peremptory ; I ling  and 
dance  as  I go  along ; and,  laftly,  I fpend  a monllrous  deal  of 
money  in  powder,  feathers,  white  gloves,  See. 

I lhaU 
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plufir,  ce  que  je  chercherai  toujours  avec  cmpreflement.  Je  fuis 
bien  aife  que  milady  Halifax  ait  fait  ce  qu’elle  a pu  en  votre  faveur. 
Vous  me  reprochez  (et  pas  fans  quelque  raifon)  de  ne  vous  avoir 
pas  ecrit  depuis  mon  arriv^e  k Paris.  J’avoue  ma  faute,  je  m’en 
repens,  & vous  verrez  la  fincerit6  dc  mon  rcpentir,  par  la  quantitc 
de  lettres  dont  je  vous  accablerai  dans  la  fuite.  Vous  me  demair- 
derez  quartier,  mais  vous  aurez  beau  faiffe,  je  vous  punirai  de 
n’avoir  pas  connu  votre  premier  bonheur. 

II  y avoit  trap  peu  de  terns  que  j’etois  forti  de  I’Angleterre,  pour 
fouhuter  d’y  retourner  4 quelque  prix  que  ee  fut,  autremcnt  j’au- 
rois  bien  voulu  y avoir  4 farriv^e  du  roi,  pour  prendre  part  a 
la  joye  qu’on  en  devoit  avoir.  Si  je  n’avois  jx)int  d’autre  raifon,  la 
feule  triftefle  que  temoignent  les  Fran<;ois,  et  les  Anglois  de  la  fuite 
du  pr^tendant,  fur  la  mort  de  la  reine,  feroit  capable  dc  rn'en  con- 
foler.  Mais  quand  jc  vois  combien  loin  les  chofes  ctoicnt  d^ja 
avanc^es  en  faveur  du  pretendant,  & du  papifme,  et  que  nous 
etions  k deux  doigts  dc  rei'clavage,  je  compte  abfoliimcnt  pour  le 
plus  grand  bonheur  qui  foit  jamais  arrive  4 I’Angleterre,  la  mort  de 
cette  femme,  qui,  fi  elle  eiit  v4cu  encore  trois  mois,  alloit  fans 
doute  ^tablir  fa  religion,  et  par  conlequent  la  tyrannic,  et  nous 
auroit  laifle,  apres  fa  mort,  pour  roi,  un  bdtard,  tout  aulTi  fot 
qu’elle,  et  qui,  comme  elle,  auroit  ete  mene  par  le  nez  par  une 
bande  de  fcelerats.  La  declaration  du  pretendant,  ct  mille  autres 
choles,  font  des  preuves  convaincantes  du  dclTcin  qu’avoient  ces 
conjures  du  miniftere,  de  le  faire  entrer. 

Si  vous  voulez  que  jc  vous  dife  franchement  mes  fentimens  de 
la  France,  il  faut  que  vous  me  pcrmctticz  de  vous  confiderer 
comme  Anglois,  et  aims  je  vous  dirai,  que  hormis  Verfiiillcs,  il 
n’y  a rien  id  que  nous  n’ayons  de  plus  beau  et  de  meilleur  en 
Angletcrrc.  Je  ne  vous  dirai  pas  mes  fentimens  des  Fran<;ois, 
parce  que  je  fuis  fort  fouvent  pris  pour  un,  et  plus  d’un  Frant^ois 
ra’a  fait  le  plus  grand  compliment  qu’ils  croyent  pouvoir  faire  a 
l)crfonne,  qui  etl,  “ Monfieur,  vous  ctes  tout  comme  nous.”  Je 
vous  dirai  feulemcnt,  que  je  fuis  infolent ; que  je  park  beaucoup ; 
bien  haul,  et  d'un  ton  de  maitre;  que  je  chante  et  que  je  danfe  en 
marchant ; et,  enlin,  que  je  fais  une  depenfe  fiuieufe  en  poudre, 
plumets,  gauds  blancs.  See. 

j’ecrirai 
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I fliall  write  to  Mr.  Morris,  to  give  you  half  of  that  trifle ; and 
the  reft  I ftiall  have  - tlie  honor  to  give  you  myfelf  in  a very  fltort 
time.  I am,  sir, 

Yours,  See. 

Stanhope. 


1.  E T T E R Vn. 

TO  MRS AT  PARIS*. 

/^UR  letters,  madam,  feem  to  crofs  each  other  only  to  funiilh 
an  opportunity  for  excrdfmg  the  delicacy  of  our  mutual  fuf- 
picions,  and  for  the  explanations  that  immediately  follow  ; circum- 
ftances  that  do  no  harm  in  friendfhip,  any  more  than  in  love.  I 
confefs  I find  fomething  flattering  in  your  fufpicions ; and  I proteft, 
whenever  you  remove  mine,  wluch,  by  the  way,  are  much  better 
grounded,  I am  heartily  glad  of  it.  Thefe  fentiments,  furely,  which 
arc  very  true,  ought  to  convince  you  that  tlie  fricndfliip  on  my  fide  is 
fometliing  more  than  a chimerical  profpeeft  ; or  muft  rather  prove 
tliat  your  pretended  caftle  in  the  air  is  in  reality  a very  folid  edifice 
already  conftru<fted.  Yes,  madam,  be  aflured  that  if  you  will  con- 
defeend  to  svifli  for,  or  even  to  accept,  fo  infignificant  a friendfhip 
as  mine,  it  is  already  your  own,  and  for  ever  ; and  without  appre- 
hending the  illufions  of  felf-love,  you  may  rely  on  your  own  merit 
as  a pledge  of  this  truth.  I therefore  confider  our  friendfhip  as 
ratified  by  thefe  prefents,  and  fo  well  confirmed  that  for  the  future 
I fliall  avail  myfelf  of  my  rights  without  ceremony,  and  without 
i'p.aring  you.  God  knows  whether  in  time  I fhall  not  fo  far  abufe 
them,  as  even  to  addrefs  you  in  the  ftile  of  ibee  and  tbou,  for  we  fd- 
dom  keep  within  the  proper  bounds,  and  friendfhip  is  almoft  al- 
ways eidier  abufed  by  familiarity,  or  conftrained  by  ceremony.  I 
begin  already  by  infulting  you  ; and  1 acquaint  you,  that,  in  fpite  of 

• I have  not  the  original  of  this  letter;  this  copy  was  given  me  by  lady  Chrficrhcld,  but 
without  the  name  of  the  perlon  Co  whom  it  was  svritten. 

a your 


Paris,  Dec  7. 
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J’&iirai  i Mr.  Morris  qu’il  vous  donne  la  moitie  de  cette  baga- 
telle ; et  pour-  le  rede,  j’aurai  nionneur  de  vous  le  donncr  moi- 
mftme  en  tr^  jjcu  de  terns.  Je  fuis, 

MONSIEUR, 

DcPiris,cc7Dcc.  Votrc,  &C. 

Stanhope, 


L E T T R E VII. 

A MADAME  . ......' 

OS  lettres,  matlame,  ne  femblent  fe  croifer,  que  pour  donner 
' lieu  a la  dclicatefle  de  nos  foup)9ons  reciproques,  et  aux  eclair- 
cillemens  qui  les  fuivent  de  li  pres,  circonllances  qui  ne  gitent  riea 
en  amitic,  non  plus  qu’en  amoui".  J’avoue  que  je  me  trouve  flatte 
de  VOS  foup^ons,  et  je  vous  jure  que  diaque  fois  que  je  me  vois  de- 
trompe  des  miens,  qui  par  parenthele  font  beaucoup  mieux  fondes, 
j'en  ai  une  veritable  joye.  Ces  fentimens,  qui  font  tres  reels,  ne  vous- 
montrent-Us  I’amitie  de  mon  cote  que  comme  ime  chiinere  en  pcr- 
fpcdive,  ou  plutdt  ne  vous  prouvcnt-ils  pas  que  votre  chateau  en 
Efpagne  eft  un  &iifice  tr^s  foUde,  et  tout  fait  ? Oui,  madamc,  foyez 
perfuad^e  que,  fi  vous  daignez  fouhaiter,  ou  meme  accepter,  une 
amiti6  aufli  peu  intoreflante,  qu’eft  la  mienne,  elle  vous  eft  deja 
toute  acquifc,  et  pour  toujours  ; et  fans  craindre  les  illufions  de 
I’amour  proprc,  vous  pouvez  vous  en  ficr  i votre  proprc  merite,. 
.comme  garant  de  cette  verite.  Je  conlidiirc  done  notre  amitic  comme 
ratifiee  par  ces  pr^fentes,  et  li  bien  ratifi^c  m^me,  que  jxiur  jouiV 
de  mes  droits  je  n’uferai  plus  a I’avenir  de  politefle  ni  de  menage- 
ment  jxiur  vous.  Dieu  fait  meme  li  avec  le  terns  je  n’en  abufcnii 
pas  au  point  de  vous  tutoyer,  car  on  ne  fe  tient  gueres  an  {xiint 
convenable,  et  I’amite  eft  jirefijue  toujours,  ou  abvilcc  par  la  faini- 
liarite,  ou  genee  par  les  famous.  Je  commence  des  a prefent  par 
vous  infulter,  et  je  vous  annonce  que  malgrc  vos  voeux,  votre 

ami, 
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your  wiflies,  your  friend,  not  our  friend, is  fet  out  to-day 

for  his  country-feat ; torn  from  the  King  by  tlie  majority  of 

the  parliament,  and  at  the  fame  time  loaded  with  frelh  marks  of 
his  favour,  fuch  as  the  title  of  earl,  a confiderable  penfion,  places 
for  his  friends  and  dependents.  His  retreat  does  not  feem  as  if 

it  would  be  a very  quiet  one The  new  rainiftry  is  not  yet 

declared ; and,  as  you  may  well  imagine,  there  is  no  Imall  buftle 
on  the  occafion : a few  days  will  decide  the  matter. 

So  much  for  news,  which  I do  not  banifh  from  our  correfpon- 
dcnce  any  more  than  you,  but  I think  them  the  leaft  eflential  ar- 
ticle ; for  in  truth  I care  much  lefs  for  what  kings  do,  than  for  what 
you  tell  me,  and  what  you  think ; and  fa£ls  W'ill  alw'ays  be  that 
part  of  your  letters  which  will  intereft  me  leaft.  Nor  is  this  any 
great  compliment  to  you,  confidering  the  prefent  fituation  of  my 
mind ; for,  whether  it  be  from  philofophy  or  lazinefs,  or  even  in- 
dolence, I look  upon  all  thofe  events,  which  fo  difturb  others, 
with  the  fame  indifference  with  which  I read  thofe  of  antiquity ; 
and  all  the  kings  in  Europe  are  to  me  no  more  than  the  kings  of 
Perlia  and  Egypt.  However,  if  my  deftiny  or  my  connections 
fhould  obhge  me  to  take  fome  part  in  the  public  bufinefs,  I muft 
fubmit  to  the  yoke,  and  fulfil  my  engagements  ; but  it  will  not  be 
without  envying  the  lot  of  thofe  who  remain  mafters  of  their  own 
time,  actions,  and  words. 


LETTER  VIII. 

FROM  M'  D£  MARTEL -f-. 

April  8,  1741. 

'1T7E  feel  more  than  you,  my  lord,  the  burden  of  having 
’ mafters,  and  efpecially  of  wanting  to  give  mafters  to  others ; 
but,  far  from  judging  as  you  do,  that  it  is  an  evil,  I am  almoft 
tempted  to  believe,  that  man  is  only  capable  of  feeling  his  liberty 
when  he  difputes  it ; that,  without  dominion,  that  precious  bleffing 

* This  fixes  the  date  of  this  letter,  viz.  February  12,  I74l* 

f This  it  alfb  a copy,  for  which  I am  indebted  to  lady  Chcfterheld*  From  the  cootenu  and  tlie 
date  1 ihould  TuCpeA  it  to  have  been  an  anfwcr  to  the  preceding. 

would 
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ami,  et  non  pas  notre  .ami,  eft  paiii  aujourdliui  pour  la 

terre ; arrachc  au  Roi  par  la  majoritc  du  parlement,  et 

en  mdme  terns  corable  de  nouvelles  marques  de  faveur,  comme  titre 
de  comte,  penfion  confiderable,  chaises  a vie  jxnir  (es  amis  et  depen- 

dans  ....  Saretraite  n’a  pas  la  mine  d’etre  fort  tranquillc fl 

n’y  a pas  encore  un  nouveau  miniftere  declare,  et  a>mme  vous  ixjuvcz 
juger  il  y a bien  du  mouvement  a cettc  occalion : jx:u  de  jours 
en  dccideront. 

Voila  ix)ur  les  nouvelles,  que  je  ne  baniiis  non  plus  quo  vous  dc 
notre  commerce,  mais  dont  je  fais  I’aiticlc  le  nioins  ellentiel,  car  par 
ma  foi  je  me  foucie  bien  moins  de  ce  que  font  les  rois  que  de  ce  que 
vous  me  tUtes  et  de  ce  que  vous  penfez,  et  les  faits  feront  toujours  les 
endroits  de  vos  lettres  qui  m’interefleront  le  moins.  Ce  n’eft  pas  au 
refte  un  grand  compliment  que  je  vous  fais,  vu  la  fituation  d’efprit, 
dans  laquelle  je  me  trouve  ; car,  foit  philofophie,  foit  parefle,  ou 
meme  indolence,  je  regardc  tons  ces  evenemens  qui  agitent  tant  les 
autres,  avec  le  miime  fang  froid  que  je  lis  ceux  de  I’antiquitii,  et  tons 
les  rois  de  I’Eurojx:  font  jwur  moi  les  rois  de  Perfc  et  d’Egypte.  Si 
pourtant  ma  deftinee,  ou  mes  liailbns,  m'obligent  iX  prendre  (pielque 
part  aux  affaires,  il  faut  fubir  le  joug,  et  remplir  mes  engagemens, 
mais  ce  ne  cera  pas  fans  envier  le  bienlieureux  fort  de  ceux  qtii  reftent 
maitres  de  leiu"  terns,  de  Icurs  actions,  et  de  km's  paroles. 


L E T T R E VIII. 

DE  MADAME  DE  MARTEL. 

Ce  8 Avril,  1742. 

O U S fentons  plus  que  vous,  mylord,  le  pejids  d’avoir  des 
^ maitres,  8c  furtout  d’en  vouloir  donner  aux  autres  ; mais,  loin 
de  juger  comme  vous  que  ce  foit  un  mal,  je  fuis  prefque  tentce  de 
croirc,  que  I’homme  n’eft  capable  de  fehtir  la  liberte,  que  lorsqu'il 
la  dif])ute  ; que  fans  domination,  ce  bien  ft  prccicux  lui  echapjieroit, 
VoL.  II.  D apeu 
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would  give  him  the  flip,  much  tlic  l'urae  as  health.  Mciitnurs,' 
ccufurcs,  and  cabals,  are  excited ; tavoimtes  are  cxpcUc.l ; mi- 
nifters  are  turned  out ; vengeance  is  awakened;  and  war  is  ftirred 
up.  In  the  heat  of  this  tumult,  the  mind  exerts  itfelf,  and  feds  its 
own  freedom.  Let  us  compare  this  with  the  iKiflive  liberty  of  the 
fnvage,  who  never  had  a true  fenfc  of  it.  An  infipid  lloth,  uncon- 
troulo<l,  leaves  him  in  a Rate  of  indolence.  Can  this  indolence  he 
faid  to  make  him  happy  r No,  there  is  no  true  happinefs  but  that 
which  is  felt,  which  fills  the  foul  with  a certain  elevation  in  its 
projefls,  and  a (juick  fenfe  of  joy  in  the  fuccefs.  Paflions  are  nccef- 
fary  ingredients  to  happinefs  ; equality  would  deftroy  moll  of  them. 
Let  us  then  allow  men  to  make  and  unmake  emi^rors  and  kings ; 
the  inftindl  that  prompts  them,  both  witli  you  and  with  us,  is  too 
cunning  for  them,  if  1 may  be  allowed  the  exiirelfion.  Do  not  think, 
hou  ever,  that  I approve  of  this  war  ; I have  pris’ate  reafons  to  dread 
it.  I have  an  only  fon,  who  has  no  profeflion  but  that  of  arms, 
according  to  thecuftoms  of  the  French  noblefle.  I alk  all  the  world 
for  peace,  and  I very  willingly  conlcnt  that  our  nation  fhould  lx:  con- 
tent with  governing  by  her  fafhions,  her  luxury,  and  her  trifling 
refinements  of  wit.  This  is  what  we  excel  in,  and  our  favourite 
employment;  witnefs  Marianne,  the  Sopha,  the  confellions  of 
Monfieur  le  Comte,  and  fo  many  other  pretty  trifles  that  daily  pour  in 
upon  us,  and  are  the  Handing  topic  of  almoft  all  our  converfatioirs. 
Come,  my  lord,  with  the  olive-branch  in  your  hand,  and  reftore 
us  to  oiw  amufements  ; come  and  make  ufe  of  oiir  cooks,  and  par- 
take of  the  fweets  of  our  fociety.  Send  no  troops  to  Flanders ; live 
in  peace  with  us.  We  only  want  to  check  the  power  of  the  queen 
of  Hungary,  and  then  to  lhare  with  you  the  riches  of  trade,  for  the 
common  good  of  Eun>pe.  On  thefe  conditions,  I confent  to  wear 
nothing  but  the  wool  of  your  flieep,  and  leave  the  Dutch  and  the 
Germans  to  their  own  natural  good  fenfe,  without  ever  wifhing  to 
fubjeft  them  to  our  mode  of  wit,  or  to  our  epigrammatic  turn. 

But  1 jx;rccivc  that  I am  rather  unreafonable,  to  continue  writing 
fo  long  to  y-ou,  who  think  yourfelf  a ftrangcr  to  me.  As  far 
as  it  has  lain  in  my  power,  wit  and  merit  have  never  been  fo  ; 
and -I  airiux:  you,  my  lord,  that,  were  you  a japanefe,  I Ihould  not 
be  the  lefs 

Yoiu-  lordfliip’s  moft  obedient  humble  ferv.mt, 

5 Martel. 
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h.  peu  prfe  comrhe  la  fanti.  On  murmure,  on  blame,  on  cabale> 
on  challb  les  favoris,  On'dcplacc  les  minillrcs,  on  fc  vcnge,  on  ftif- 
dtq "la  .guerre.  .Dans  la  clialcur  dc  ce  tum\ilte,  I’efprit  prend  un 
nouvel  eflbr,  il  fe  fent  libre.  Comparer  a cela  I’oifive  libcrte  cTun 
flmvage  ; il  n’en  a jamais  eu  le  veritable  fcntiment.  Une  ennuy- 
eufe  parefle,  fans  aucun  contradiclcur,  le  laillc  dans  I’indolcnce. 
■Peut-OTi  dire  qne  fon  indolence  le  rend  heurcux?  Non,  il  n’y  -a  de 
'•vrai  bonheur  que  cclui  qui  fc  fait  fentir,  qui  rcmplit  I’ame  d'lme 
-certaine  elevation  dans  les  projets,  et  d’une  joye  vive  dans  les  fucc^. 

11  faut  dcs  paflions  ; I'egalite  les  ruineroit  preiiiue  toutes.  .LailTons 
done  faire  ct  defaire  aux  hommes  des  empercurs  et  lies  rois  ; I’in- 
• Hindi  qui  les  anime,  chez  vous  et  chez  nous,  eft  pour  ainfi  dire  plus 
fin  qu’eux.  Nc  aovez  jxts ' pourtant  que  j’approuve  cette  guciTC  ; 
j'ai  des  raifons  particulidrcs  de  la  craindre.  Jc  n'ai  qu'un  fils 
unique,  qui  n’a  d’autre  profcflion  que  cellc  dcs  armes,  fuivant 
■ I’nfage  de  la  noblefle  Franqoifc.  Je  demande  la  pabc  a tout  le 
monde,  ct ' jc  confens  dc  l»n  coeur  que  notre  nation  fe  contente  de 
dominer  par  fes  moilcs,  fon  luxe,  ct  fon  frivole  rafiuement  d'efjirit. 
C’eft  notre  jufte  valour,  et  notre  occupation  favorite,  temoin  Mari- 
anne, le  Sopha,  les  confeffions  dc  Mr.  le  Comte,  ct  tant  d’autres 
gentilles  bagatelles,  dont  nous  fommes  joiunellement  inondes,  qui’ 
font  prefque  ici  le  fujet  de  toutes  les  converfations.  Venez,  mylord, 
le  rameau  d'olivier  a la  main,  nous  rendre  i nos  amufemens  ; venez 
ufer  de  nos  cuifiniers,  et  de  la  douceur  de  notre  foddte.  N’envoyez 
ix)int  de  troupes  en  Flandres  ; vivez  en  paix  avec  nous.  Nous  ne 
vDulons  que  moderer  la  puiflance  de  la  reine  d’Hongrie,  ct  partager 
enfuite  les  richefles  du  commerce  avec  vous,  pour  le  bien  commun 
tie  I’Emxjpe.  A ces  conditions,  je  confens  a n’etre  vetue  que  de  la 
laine  de  vos  moutons,  ct  a lailfer  les  Hollandois  et  les  Allemands  a tout 
leur  lx)n  fens  naturcl,  fans  vouloir  jamais  les  ailujcttir  a notre  tour 
dVfprit,  ni  i nos  jjer|’)etuelles  epigrammes. 

Mais  je  m'apperqois  que  je  ne  fuis  gueres  raifonnable,  dc  vous 
tcrire  fi  longtems,  a vous  qui  vous  croyez  un  Granger,  un  inconnu 
it  mon  ^ai'd.  Autant  que  je  I’ai  pu,  Telprit  ct  le  merite  ne  me  Font  ■■ 
jamais  etc;  et  fachez,  mylord,  que  quand  vous  fericz  Japonois,  je 
n’en  aurois  pas  moins  I’honneur  d’etre 

‘ Votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obeilTantc  fervantc, 

Martel. 
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LETTER  IX; 

* FROM  MR.  CREBILLON*  TO  LORD  CHESTERFIELD. 


MY  LORD, 


Psris,  February  23.  1742. 


T Never  read  a word  of  yours,  but  what  lays  me  under  frefli  obliga- 
tion,  and  increafes,  if  poflible,  the  lively  gratitude  I owe  for  your 
favours.  I have  felt,  more  than  I could  exprefs,  all  that  you  have 
been  pleafed  to  do  for  me. 

■ I am  not  ignorant  that  it  was  in  the  midft  of  drcumftances  which 
were  of  importance  to  England,  and  which  mull  have  given  you  full 
employment,  that  you  have  condefeended  to  think  of  my  book,  and 
to  be  anxious  for  my  liruation.  1 will  not  pretend  to  thank  you  for 
your  generous  concent ; all  I coidd  fay,  my  lord,  would  fall  too 
far  Ihort  of  what  you  do,  and  of  what  1 feel.  1 Ihould  not  be  alham- 
cd  of  not  fpeaking  elegantly,  but  1 lliould  be  lb,  to  find  that  I 
could  not  exprefs,  as  ftrongly  as  I ought,  the  fentiments  of  refpe^l  1 
have  for  your  lortlfliip.  Permit  me  to  ufe  the  word  gratitude ; be 
the  benefarilor’s  rank  what  it  will,  it  cannot  offend  him.  When  the 
lentiment  it  cxprellcs  is  a true  one,  I think  it  may  be  admitted,  and 
it  can  only  difpleafe  when  it  is  a mere  compliment. 

A propos,  my  lord,  I owe  you  one  if  our  accounts  are  true,  but  I 
tliink  1 ought  to  congratulate  England,  and  not  you  +.  Permit  me 
then  to  lieg  that  you  will  take  care  of  your  health.  It  will  be  doing 
a great  fervice  to  your  country,  if  you  preferve  your  own  hfe  ; but 
this  is  a tnith  we  know  better  than  you,  and  I am  very  much  afraid 
that  all  your  friends  together  will  not  be  able  to  convince  you  of  it. 

At  lall,  my  lord,  the  Sopha  is  come  out ; and  methinks  it  feems 
to  take,  bvit  not  without  oppofition.  Though  all  our  women  tliink 
like  Phenima,  there  is  not  one  but  is  offended  at  the  cliara£ler  of 
Zulica.  The  feverell  critidfm  falls  upon  tliis  ftory.  Nobody  can 

conceive 


* to  the  French  poet  of  that  name,  anti  author  of  Ibme  wUty  and  {atypical  norcis.  The 
xnanncrii  of  the  age,  and  clj>cclally  of  the  FrcrKh  nation,  have  been  no  wlicrc  fo  ftrongly  inarkt  d 
RR  in  the  writings  of  this  author.  He  prufeiTcs  that  his  was  to  expofe  vice,  and  to  mend 

l>oth  the  mind  and  the  iicart  of  his  countrymen,  Jt  may  be  (b : but  virtue  muft  blufh  that  her 

advocate 
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L E T T R E IX. 


•DE  MR.  DE  CREBILLON  LEFILS,*  A MYLORD  CHESTERFIELD. 


MYLORD, 


Pwii,  J3  Fevrier,  1742. 


T E ne  lis  pas  un  mot  de  vous,  qui  ne  me  foit  un  nouveau  bienfait 
de  votre  part,  et  qui  n’augmente,  s’il  ell  poflible,  la  vive  recon- 
noilTance  que  je  dois  i vos  bontes.  J’ai  fenti  plus  quo  je  n’ai  pu  vous 
Texprimer,  tout  ce  que  vous  avez  bien  voulu  fairc  pour  moi. 

Je  n’ignore  pas  que  c’eft  au  milieu  de  circonftances  importantes  4 
I’Angleterre,  et  qui  devoient  necelTairement  vous  ocaiper  tout  entier, 
que  vous  avez  daign^  longer  4 mon  livre,  et  vous  inquicter  de  ma 
fituation.  Je  n’entreprendrai  point  de  vous  rendre  graces  de  vos 
g^ndreules  attentions ; tout  ce  que  je  pourrois  vous  dire,  mylord, 
feroit  trap  au  deflbus,  et  de  ce  que  vous  faites,  et  de  ce  que  je  fens. 
Je  ne  rougirois  pas  de  ne  vous 'point  parler  elegamment,  mais  je  ferois 
honteux  de  ne  pouvoir  pas  vous  expriracr,  aulli  vivcment  que  je  le 
devrois,  les  fentimens  de  refpcdl  que  j’ai  pour  vous.  Paflez  moi  le 
terme  de  reconnoiflance } quel  que  foit  le  rang  du  bienfaiteur,  il 
ne  pent  pas  I’offenfer.  Lorftjue  le  fentiment  qu’il  peint  ell  vrai,  il 
me  femble  qu’on  peut  Tadmcttre,  et  qu’il  ne  doit  deplane  quo 
lorsqu’il  n’ell  que  compliment. 

A propos,  mylord,  fi  nos  nouvelles  font  bonncs,-f-  je  vous  en 
dois  xm  ; mais  il  me  femble  que  ce  feroit  I’Angleterrc  qu'il  faudroit 
fcliciter,  et  non  pas  vous.  Permettez  done  que  je  vous  fupplie  de 
vous  menager  ; vous  ferez  beaucoup  pour  votre  patrie  en  vous  con- 
fervant ; m;iis  c’ell  une  chofe  que  nous  favons  mieux  que  vous 
meme,  et  que  je  craiixs  bien  que  tous  vos  amis  reunis  ne  puLflent 
pas  vous  faire  entendre. 

Enfin,  mylord,  le  Sopha  a paru.  11  me  femble  qu’il  rcuflit,  mais 
ce  n’ell  pas  Ians  contradidlion.  Quoique  toutes  nos  femmes  penfent 
comme  Pheuime,  il  n’y  en  a pas  une  qui  ne  roffenfe  du  carailtere 
de  Zulica.  Cell  fur  ce  morccau  que  tombent  les  plus  vives  critiques. 

advocate  Ihould  have  indulged  in  images  and  deferiptions  likely  to  iniiamc  rather  than  cxtingiiifh  t 
paiTiun!!. 

t The  rc])OTt  of  lord  Qicftcrhcld  being  appointed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

On 
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cciiccivc  there  can  be  a man  in  the  world  fo  little  acquainted  with 
women,  ;is  to  draw  fuch  RitRnres  of  them.  They  tell  you  it  is  but  an 
.im.iginary  charaiRcr,  whidi  is  neither  copied  from  nauire  nor  froin 
pmbability.'  Women  are  tender,  very  true  ; they  have  their  fraif- 
’ties,  very  well ; ix>(Iibly  they  may:  but  to  fuppofe  that  they  are 
grolly  immoral,  that  they  are  falfe,  that  they  can  lie  determiiied  by 
any  other  motive  than'  fenfibility,  in  fttort,  that  they  arc  to  be  con- 

■ <juered  in  Icfs  tluui  air  hour  ; tliis  is  without  example,  and  can  only 
be  rei>reientetl  by  the  blackcft  of  men.  What  apjiears  to  me  to  be 
more  rational  than  all  thefe  exclamations  is,  that  I am  chargctl  with 

■ lieing  tedious  in  this  veiy  Rory, ' in  whidi,  ’ by  wsmting  to  copy  nature 
too  clOfely,  I have' really  been  too  prolix.  Tf  it  is  right  to  copy 
nature,  it  fhould  only  be  done,  ibfar  as  it  may  afford  plcafurc.  If 
the  likenefs  is  ever  fo  ffriking,  w'hen  it  conveys  none  but  difagrecablc 
ide.ns,  or  tires  the  fiiedlator,  the  painter  is  but  a bungler  : thisisthc 

■ very  thing  that  has  happened  to  me.  Perfuaded  as  1 w as,  th.it  the 
thing  a woman  owns  with  the  grcateft  relutlance,  is  the  number  of 
her  gallantries,  I have  too  long  poffjwned  Zulica’s  falfe  confeflion ; 
and  though  I have  endeavoured  to  keep  up  tire  converfation,  by 
iirtroducing  charailers,  and  ideas,  I found  it  impolliblc  not  to  tire  the 
reader. 

Another  very  ferious  accufation  is,  that  I Irad  promiled  a tale,  and 
have  given  a book,  where  I have  brought  in  moralit'  , and  a pidlure 
of  human  life.  Strange  and  wild  conceits,  inch.-aitments,  magic 
tricks,  this  is  what  the  pnblic  expeiffed.  I flatter  myfelf,  my  lord, 
that  the  Lomlon  critics  will  not  attack  me  on  this  anicle  ; and  that 
they  will  forgive  me,  if  I have  not  b6cn  fo  trifling  as  I had  given 
room  to  expcil.  The  bigots  exclaim ; hitherto,'  however,  I am 
let  alone,  and  I hojx;  that,  as  my  book  is  found  fo  ferious,  the  mi- 
niftry  will  not  proceed  againft  it*.  Though  my  critics  are  fo  fevere, 
I dare  believe  that  the  Sc;pha  will  not  hurt  my  reputation,  and  that 
jxiflibly  it  may,  in  time,  be  that  of  all  my  w ritings  wliich  will  meet 
w ith  the  grcateft  indulgence.  It  had  been  too  well,  and  too  long 
uflrcrcd  in,  not  to  appear  inferior  to  it’s  fame ; and,  had  it  been  ever 

• In  this  he  wa?  mrilaken,  as  appears  from  the  fo!loss-inir  Tetter. ' He  teas  ordcretT  to  quit  titc 
eapital.  His  punillitncnt  rcl'cinblcj  tiiat  of  Ovid  : the  liberties  he  took  with  fomc  great  men, 
and  even  witli  the  fovereign,  were  llic  true  caufer  of  his  temporary  eiilc. 

' fo 
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On  ne  con<;oit  pas  qu’il  y ait  au  monde  quclqu’im  q\ii  connoifle  aflez 
pcu  les  femmes  jxjuren  faire  cle  p;ireils  ix>rtraits.  Ce  n’eft,  dit-on, 
qu’un  cara<Rere  ideal,  qui  n'eil  pris  ni  dans  la  natnre , ni  dans  la 
vraifcmblanc.e.  Les  femmes  font  tcndres,  foit ; qu’on  Ics  jicigne 
avec  des  foiblefles,  fort  bien  ; il  eft  poffible  qu’ellcs  cu  ayent : mais 
leur  donnex  des  moeurs  odicufes ; imaginer  qu’elles  font  fauftes  ; 
quc  quelque  autre  motif  que  le  fentiment  puifle  les  determiner ; 
qu'cnfin  cn  moms  d'une  heure,  on  en  puifle  triomphcr,  voila  cc 
qui  ne  Teft  jamais  vu,  ct  ce  qu’on  ne  pcut  peindre  fans  Ctre  le  plus 
noir  des  hommcs.  Une  critique  <}ui  me  paroit  phis  i-ailbnnable  que 
routes  les  exclamations,  ce  font  les  longueurs  qu’on  me  reprochc 
dans  le  m6rae  morceau,  oii  voulant  trop  imitcr  la  nature,  jc  me 
fuis  recUement  trop  dtendu.  S'il  eft  bien  de  la  peindre,  ce  n’eft 
qu’autant  qu’il  en  i>eut  r^ulter  de  ragrement ; quelque  fidele  que 
foit  la  peinture,  lorfqu’elle  ne  donne  que  des  id&s  d^agrcables,  ou 
qu’elle  fatigue,  le  pcintre  n’eft  qu’un  maladroit ; e'eft  ce  qui  m’cft 
arrive.  Perfuade  quc  la  cliofe  du  monde  qu’une  femme  avoue  le  plus 
tHffieilement,  eft  le  nombre  de  fes  galanteries,  j’ai  trop  retarde  le  faux, 
aveu  de  Zulica ; et  quoique  j’aye  t^he  de  foutenir  la  converfation 
par  des  portraits,  et  des  idt«s,  je  n’ai  pu  evitex  d’ennuyer.  Au  refte, 
un  reproche  encore  tres  ferieux  qu’on  me  fait,  e’eft  d’avoir  pctxnis  uii' 
contc,  et  de  donntsr  un  livre  ou  I’ontrouve  de  la  morale,  et  la  ix;in- 
ture  de  la  vie  humaine.  Des  idees  bizarxes  et  folles,  des  enchante-- 
mens,  des  coups  de  baguette,  voila  cc  qu’on  attendoit.  Je  me  flat- 
te,  mylonl,  que  les  critiques  de  Londres  ne  tomberont  par  fur  cc 
dernier  article,  et  qu’on  voudra  bien  m’y  pardon  ner  de  n’avoir  pas  ctd 
aulli  frivole  que  je  femblois  I’avoir  fait  croire.  Les  devots  crient ; 
cejxindant,  julques- ici,  on  me  laifle  tranquUIe,  et  j’efpere  que  plus 
mon  lisTe  paroit  Icrieux,  moins  le  miniftere  fongcra  a fevir  centre. 
Quelque  ardens  quc  foient  mes  critiques,  j’ofe  croire  que  le  Sopha  ne 
fera  point  de  tort  i ma  reputation,  et  qu’un  jour,  peut-etre,  ce  ne  fera 
pas  cclui  de  mes  ouvrages  qu’on  me  faura  le  plus  raauvais  gred’  avoir 
fait.  II  ctoit  trop  bien,  ct  depuis  trop  longtems  annonce,  pour  n’avoir 
pas  du  panoitre  au  deflbus  de  fa  renonunee ; et  je  doute,  Til  efit  et^ 
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fo  pcrfe<5V,  I queftion  whether  many  faults  would  not  have  been  found 
with  it,  on  it’s  firft  apijearancc. 

" It  is  not  unlikely,  my  lord,  that  in  a month’s  time  I fliall  have 
very  different  accounts  to  fend  you  on  this  fubjedt.  1 have  fhewn 
too  little  indulgence  to  the  ladies,  and  to  fools  and  knaves,  to  expedl 
they  fliould  not  unite  againft  me.  Hatl  I been  more  of  the  courtier, 
and  lefs  blunt,  I flioiJd  probably  have  had  more  admirers  ; iKThaps 
too,  it  is  only  felf-love  that  makes  me  think  fo:  for  an  author  is  li) 
Rjolifli,  his  vanity  is  fo  ealily  hurt,  he  finds  fo  many  contrivances  to 
efi:aije  being  mortified,  that  I might  very  ixifiibly  fancy  1 had  ene- 
mies, when  1 had  none  but  the  moft  equitable  judges  in  the  world. 
I hc.artily  wifli  it  may  not  have  tired  you,  if  you  have  given  it 
a fecond  reading  ; and  would  beg  the  favour  of  you,  my  lord,  if  you 
had  time  to  fpare,  to  give  me  your  opinion  about  it;  that,  redtified  by 
your  criticifm,  I might  one  day  give  »n  edition  of  the  Sopha,  that 
would  not  difgrace  its  protedlor. 

A fingular  thing,  which  I had  forgot  to  mention,  is  that  the  wo- 
men have  not  found  obfeenity  enough  in  the  book.  I do  not  know 
w'hat  yoiu"  London  ladies  may  think  of  the  matter. 

I have  received  but  two  of  the  three  letters  you  have  done  me  the 
honor  to  write  to  me.  I trefpafs  upon  your  patience,  fo  fhall  con- 
clude with  requeuing  that  you  will  ftiU  find  time  to  read  me  now 
and  then. 

I am,  my  lord,  with  all  imaginable  rcfpedl, 

Yoiw  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

C R E B I L L O N. 


LETTER  X. 

fROM  THE  SAME. 

Parij,  July  j6, 1742. 

IT  w'ould  certainly  be  an  unparalleled  inftance  of  good-nature, 
and  fuch  as,  in  my  heart,  I could  not  approve,  though  I were  the 
objedf  of  it,  if  you  fhould  think  me  capable  of  ingratitude  towards 
you,  and  could  forgive  it.  I have  been  but  tliree  weeks  without 
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parfiiit,  que  dans  les  premiers  raomens  furtout,  on  ne  lui  eiit  pas 
trouv6  bien  des  dcfauts. 

11  y a quelqnc  apparcncc,  myloixl,  que  dans  un  mois,  j’aurai 
fur  ce  fujet,  des  cholcs  a vous  mander,  fort  differentcs  de  celles  d’au*- 
joimrhui.  Je  menage  trop  peu  les  femmes,  ks  fots  et  les  frijxjnSj 
pour  que  tous  enfemble  n’ayent  pas  cherch^  a me  nuire.  Plus  courti- 
fan,  moins  ruftre,  j’aurois  vraifemblablement  trouvc  plus  d’approba- 
teui's  ; peut-etre  aufli  ne  le  crois-je  quo  par  amour  propre  ; car  on  ell 
li  fot  quand  on  eft  auteur  ; on  a une  vanite  ll  fticile  a blcfler  ; tant 
de  reflburces  en  m6me  terns  contre  I’humiliation  ; qu’il  feroit  tr(is 
pollible  que  je  me  crulle  des  ennemis,  lorfque  je  n’aurois  eu  que  Ie:p 
juges  du  monde  Ics  plus  equitables.  Je  defire  ardemment,  ft  voqs 
I’avez  relu,  qu’il  ne  vous  alt  pas  ennuyc  ; et  vous  fupplierois,  my- 
lord,  fi  vous  en  aviez  le  loifir,  de  me  dire  ce  que  vous  en  aycz  penle, 
afin  que,  redrefle  par  votre  critique,  je  puilTe  un  jour  donner  d\i 
Sopha  unc  edition  qui  le  rende  plus  digne  de  Ion  prote<Slcur. 

Une  chofe  linguli^re,  et  que  j’oubliois  de  vous  dire,  e’eft  que  les 
femmes  n’y  ont  pas  trouvc  alicz  d’obfccnitcs.  Je  ne  lais  fi  les  dames 
de  Londres  auront  penle  de  mcrae. 

Des  trois  lettres  que  vous  m’avez  fait  I'honnetir  de  m’ccrire,  jc  n’en 
ai  requ  que  deux.  J’abufe  de  votre  patience,  et  je  finis  en  vous  priant 
de  trouver  encore  quelqvrefois  le  tems  de  me  lire. 

Je  fuis,  mylonl,  avec  tout  le  rdpedl  pollible, 

votre  tres  humble  et  tres  obulTant  feniteur, 

C R E B 1 L L O N. 
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DU  M & M e. 


Pari%  26JulUct,  1741. 


OUS  feriez  alTuremcnt  d’une  bonte  fans  cxcmple,  d'une  bontc 
que,  dans  le  fontls  du  coeur,  je  n’approuverois  pas,  quoiqu’elle 
tombdt  fur  moi,  fi  jxnivant  me  croire  coupable  d'ingratitude  i votre 
6gard,  vous  pouviez  me  le  pardon  ner.  Je  n’ai  etc  que  trois  femaines 
fans  vous  ecrire,  et  je  ne  m'dois  meme  permis  cct  intervalle  que  parce 
V o L.  II.  E nue. 
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Vrriting  to  you ; and  this  interval  I allowed  myfelf,  only  becaole,  in 
the  laft  letter  I ever  received  from  you,  which  is  that  in  which  you 
let  me  right  in  the  affair  of  the  Sopha,  you  told  me  you  was  going  to 
Sf)a,  and  1 thought  I mull  allow  you  time  to  get  thither.  As  the  poll 
has  not  thought  proper  to  bring  me  yoiur  laft  letters,  1 knew  nothing 
of  your  flaying  in  England;  and  towards  the  beginning  of  this  month, 
I wrote  to  you  to  Spa.  If  you  fhould  recover  that  letter,  my  lord,  you 
will  lee  that  I w'as  duly  fcnfible  of  what  your  generous  friendlhip 
had  fuggefted  for  me.  As  it  is  veiy’  jofliblc  it  may  never  be  fent 
you,  as  the  poft  has  not  of  late  been  very  attentive  to  thofe  kirtd  of 
things,  I will  endeavour,  my  lord,  to  retoUedl  wha*  1 faid  in  that 
letter. 

You  are  the  man  in  the  world  from  whtxn  1 fhoUld  fbonell  accept 
aflifthiCe,  becaufe  you  are  of  all  men  him  whom  1 moll  efteem;  and 
bccaUlb  I am  of  opinion  that  the  ftune  priiKiple  which  prompts  us  to 
oblige,  is  the  only  one  which  can  fulfer  us  to  contrad  obligations;  and 
tliat  nothing  is  fo  grating  as  to  be  beholden  to  one  whom  you  would 
be  ifhamed  to  own  as  a benefactor.  1 beg,  therefore,  my  lord,  you 
will  not  tliink.  it  is  out  of  pride  that  I have  refufed  your  kind  ofler; 
I aih  incapable  of  any  fuch  impertinence.  What  I prize  moft  in  the 
world  is  your  friendfliip.  I had  no  right  to  ekpeft  that  fuch  fmall 
talents  as  mine  fhould  ever  entitle  me  to  fo  valuable  an  acquifition, 
and  I lhall  never  forget  that  I owe  it  much  niore  to  your  goodnefs 
than  to  my  own  merit.  I am  fo  fincerely  devoted  to  you,  that,  with 
your  generous  difpofition,  you  mull  feel  more  fatisfaClion  in  having 
a faithful  fervant,  than  vexation  in  having  an  unprofitable  one. 

I am  glad  you  drink  the  Bath  waters,  as  1 fuppole  the  phyficians 
have  thought  them  more  advifcable  than  thofe  of  Spa;  but  I could 
have  wiflied  it  had  been  otherwlfe,  as  1 had  flattered  myfelf  that,  at 
your  return,  you  would  have  come  and  fpent  fome  time  in  France ; 
and  1 had  already  laid  fome  very  pretty  fehemes  for  the  time  you 
would  be  amongft  us. 

At  laft  my  baniflunent  is  at  an  end ; and,  thank  God,  I can  now 
hold  up  my  head  in  Paris.  I don’t  think  I fhall  avail  myfelf  much  of 
the  pcmiiffion  that  has  been  granted  me  to  Ih'e  there,  nor  do  I be- 
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gue,  dans  la  demiei'e  lettre  que  j'ai  rec;ue  de  vous,  ct  qui  ctoit  cclle 
ou  vous  voulez  bien  m’«iclaircir  fur  I’affaire  du  .Sopha,  vous  me 
mandiez  que  vous  alliez  a Spa,  et  que  je  croyois  du  moins  devoir 
vous  y laifTer  arriver.  Comme  il  n’a  pas  plu  a la  iwlte  de  laiflei-  par- 
venir  jufqu’i  nnoi  vos  derni^res  lettrcs,  j’ai  ignore  que  vous  rcfticz 
en  Angletenre ; et  au  conamencenicnt  de  ce  mois,  Je  vous  ai  ccrit 
k Spa.  Si  cette  lettre  vous  revenoit,  mylord,  vous  vcrricz  que  J’ai 
fenti  comme  Je  le  devois  ce  que  votre  g^iiereufe  amitid  vpus  avoit 
fugg&i6  pour  moi.  Comme  il  eft  tr^  pofllble  qu’on  ne  vous  la  ren- 
voye  pas,  et  que  depuis  longtems  la  pofte  a perdu  ces  fortes  d’attcn- 
tioQs,  Je  crois  pouvoir,  mylord,  vous  redire  id  ce  queje  vous  difois 
alors. 

Vous  6tes  I’homme  du  monde  de  qui  J’accepterois  le  ^us  volon- 
tiers  du  fecours,  parce  que  vous  Ctes  celui  de  tous  que  j’eftimc  le  plus, 
et  que  Jc  crois  que  le  m6me  prinqpe  qui  nous  porte  iobliger,  eft  le 
feul  auffi  qui  puille  nous  laifler  contradler  des  obligations;  et  qu’il  n’y* 
a hen  de  plus  cruel  que  de  devoir  de  la  reconnoiftance  i quelqu’un  i 
qui  Ton  fcroit  forci  de  rougir  d’en  avoir.  Ne  croyez  done  pas,  Je  vous 
fupplie,  mylord,  que  ce  foit  par  hauteur  que  j’u  refufe  ce  que  vous 
vouliez  bien  m’of&ir;  elle  feroit  trop  d^placce  vis-a-vis  de  vous,  et  je 
ne  feral  Jamais  capable  d'une  aufti  grande  fatuite.  Le  bien  le  plus 
predeux  que  J’aye  au  monde,  eft  votre  amide.  D’auIE  foibles  talcns 
que  les  miens  ne  devdent  Jamais  me  conduire  i une  acquifttion  d’un 
auffi  grand  prix;  et  Je  n’oublierai  Jamais  que  Je  la  dois  beaucoup  plus 
il  vos  bontes  qu’i  moi  mdne.  C’eft  avec  tant  de  finrxritc  que  je 
vous  fuis  attache,  que  Je  nc  doute  pas,  g^ncreux  comme  vous  ctes, 
que  vous  ne  fentiez  plus  le  plaiftr  d’avoir  un  ferviteur  fidde,  que  le 
chagrin  de  vous  en  6tre  acquis  un  inutile. 

Je  me  rijouis  que  vous  preniez  les  eaux  de  Bath,  puifqu’appa- 
remment  les  medecins  les  ont  pr^ferecs  pour  vous  i celles  de  Sjm  ; 
J’aurois  cependant  d^fire  que  les  dernieres  vous  euflent  dtd  ndeeffaires. 
Je  m’etds  flattd  qu’au  retour  de  celles-ci,  vous  feriez  venu  pafler 
quelque  terns  en  France,  et  J’avois  deja  fait,  fiu  votre  fdjour  parmi 
nous,  quelques  ch&teauxfort  agrdables. 

Mon  exil  eft  enfin  fini,  et  graces  k Dieu,  Je  pviis  marcher  tdte  le- 
vde  il  Paris,  Je  compte  profiter  peu  de  la  permiffion  qu  ’on  me  donne 
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lieve  I fliall  rctvirn  thither  before  winter,  unlefs  you  fliould  come, 
wliich  1 cannot  now  hope  for,  after  your  Bath  journey. 

We  have  nothing  new  here,  but  an  impertinence  of  Voltaire's, 
who  has  taken  it  into  his  head  to  congratulate  the  K.  of  P.  on  the 
line  trick  he  plays  us.  1 think,  if  it  is  extremely  foolilh  to  l>e  fo 
wedtled  to  one's  own  country,  as  to  admire  its  follies,  and  to  fancy 
that  no  kind  of  merit  is  to  be  found  but  at  home,  there  is  an  extreme 
me;innefs  in  not  refenting  the  affronts  that  arc  put  uixin  it.  The 
philofophcr  may  be  lefs  hurt  by  fuch  things  than  another  man,  but 
he  muft  be  no  patriot  who  can  rejoice  at  them.  Though  the  mini- 
ftry  have  not  been  pleafed  with  this  letter,  they  have  been  wife 
enough  to  take  no  notice  of  it,  and  have  not  thought,  like  the  pub- 
lic, that  the  author  ought  to  be  baniflied. 

I told  your  lordfltip  in  that  letter  which  mifcaiTied,that,difcouraged 
by  all  the  nonfenfe  I heard  about  my  lall  work,  1 was  a long  while 
before  I would  or  could  write  any  thing  more,  and  when  I could,  1 
did  not  find  myfelf  in  a condition  to  go  on  with  the  book,  of  which 
you  permitted  me  to  read  you  a fixxrimcn  laft  year.  However,  as  I 
avas  defirous  of  employing  my  time,  which,  in  the  countiyy  rather 
hangs  heavy  upon  the  hands  of  a man  who  has  no  avocations,  who 
does  not  love  cards,  and  who  is  free  from  all  other  paflions,  I betook 
myfelf  to  writing,  and  went  on  with  a little  novel,  fomewhat  hiftori- 
cal,  very  finiple,  and  yet  written  in  the  nioft  pompous  ftyle.  It  is  a 
mere  trifle,  but  I beftow  as  much  attention  uix>n  it  as  if  it  were  the 
moll  confiderable  work  in  the  world.  In  a word,  I confider  that 
you  are  to  read  it ; and  that  is  fufficient  to  induce  me  not  to  ncglofl 
it.  I hojse  it  will  Ite  fit  to  appear,  and  that  you  will  permit  me  to 
fenil  it  you. 

If  it  were  not  for  Pamela,  my  lord,  we  fltovdd  be  at  a loft  what 
to  re.id,  and  what  to  talk  of.  1 have  at  lall  read  it  in  my  turn,  and, 
whatever  our  cenforious  triflers  of  l)oth  lexes  may  fay,  who  judge 
’only  by  fine  writing,  and  make  the  jargon  of  their  own  tea-tables 
the  llandard  of  every  thing,  I have  found  it  very  intcrelling.  I 
could  have  wilhed  indeed,  that  the  tranllation  had  been  fomewhat 
• more  elegant.  ' There  are  many  low  exprelfions,  which  feem  to  be 
more  the  tranflator's  fault  than  the  author’s.  One  thing  1 hke, 
though  many  iteople  diflike  it  here,  is,  that  he  has  kept  up 
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tl’y  habitcr;  e^je  nccrois  pas  d’y  retourncr  avant  I’hivcr,  ^ moins  que 
vons  n’y  vinffiez  faire  un  voyage;  chofc  quc  Ic  v6tre  aux  eaux  dc 
Bath  ne  me  ijermet  plus  d’efp^rer. 

Nous  n’avons  id  rien  de  nouveauj  qu’une  impertinence  dc  Voltaire, 
quis’eft  avife  de  feliciter  lell.  de  P.  fur  le  beau  tour  <ju’il  nousjoue. 
II  me  femble  que  s'il  y a unc  extreme  fottife  a tenir  afiez  a fa  pa- 
trie  pour  en  admirer  Ics  ridicules,  et  croire  que  hors  dc  chez  foi,  on  nc 
tn>uve  aucune  forte  dc  miirite,  il  y a unc  extreme  bafll-fle  a nc  pas 
i'entir  cc  qui  rhumilie.  Lc  philofophc  pent  dre  moins  fenfible  qu’un 
autre  i ces  fortes  de  drofes ; mais  ii  n’  appartient  qu’i  un  mauv.iis  ci- 
toyen  dc  s’en  rejouir.  Quoique  Ic  minilicre  n'ait  jras  approuv^  cette 
Icttrc,  il  a eu  la  fageffe  de  n’y  pas  faire  attention,  ct  n’a  pas  penfe 
comme  le  public  qu’on  en  dut  bannir  I’auteur. 

Je  vous  mandois,  mylord,  dans  cette  lettre  perdue,  que  decourage 
par  routes  les  platitudes  que  j’avois  entendu  dire  fur  mon  tlemier  ou- 
vrage,  j’avois  de  fort  longtems  fans  vouloir  ou  pouvoir  travaillcr,  et 
que,  lorique  je  I’ai  pu,  je  ne  me  fuis  pas  trouve  capable  de  continuer 
le  livre  dont  vous  me  permites  dc  vous  lire  un  cflai  I’ann^e  dernicre. 
Voulant  cependant  employer  mon  terns,  chofc  dont  a la  campagne, 
Ians  grandcs  facilites,  fans  amour  jwur  le  jeu,  et  dunie  dc  route  autre 
palfion.  Ton  a toujours  de  relle,  je  me  fuis  mis  a tcrire,  et  ^ contimier 
un  petit  roman,  un  jreu  hiftoriijuc,  fort  limple,  et  ceirendant  drit  dans 
le  llilc  le  plus  majellueux.  Cell  veritablement  une  bagatelle;  je  n’y 
apporte  pas  moins  d’attention  que  li  c’doit  I'ouvrage  du  monde  le  plus 
confideiuble.  Je  fonge,  en  un  mot,  quc  vous  le  lirez,  e’eft  vous  dire 
aflez  que  je  ne  le  neglige  jras.  j’efpere  tpi'i!  fera  cn  ctat  dc  paroitre, 
et  quc  vous  voudrez  bien  me  jx;rmettrc  de  vous  I’envoyer. 

Sans  Pamela,  mylord,  nous  nc  faurions  ici  que  lire  ni  que  ilire.  Je 
I’ai  enfin  lue  a mon  toru,  et  n’en  deplaife  a nos  caillettcs  et  d nos  petits 
maitres  cauftitpies,  qui  ne  jugent  que  par  ce  qui  eft  bien  ecrit,  fans 
pouvoir  fe  counoitre  en  ftile,  et  qui  reduifent  tout  au  jargon  de  leurs 
ruelles,  je  I’ai  trouvee  fort  intercflluitc.  J’aurois  fouhaitc,  a la  veritiJ 
que  le  tradudeur  fe  fht  un  pen  plus  devc.  On  treuve  dans  I’ouvragc 
beaucoup  dc  chofes  bafles,  (lui  me  paroilicnt  etre  moins  de  I’ouvragc 
que  dc  la  tradudion.  Une  chofc  qui  ra’en  plait,  quoiqu’  tile  deplaife 
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to  the  manners  of  the  original,  and  has  not  foolillily  fubftituted  our 
own.  Pamela  in  a French  drefs  would,  in  my  oi)inion,  have  beai 
very  ridiculous. 

In  the  midit  of  a thoufand  httle  trilling  circumftances,  which  in 
themfelves  do  not  feem  calculated  to  engage  the  attention,  or  to 
move  the  pafllons,  but  which  neceflarily  arifc  from  the  mean  Ration 
of  the  heroine,  the  reader  feels  himfelf  fo  afiedled  as  to  ftied  tears  ; 

■ at  leaft  the  book  has  made  me  cry  more  tlian  once.  I find  it  full  of 
found  moral,  fentiment,  truth,  workings  of  the  heart  well  hit  off, 
and  well  laid  open;  but  fometimes  too  the  fame  workings  arc 
brought  on  agwn,  and  produce  no  new  fenfation,  which  1 think  a 
great  faidt.  For,  in  my  opinion,  the  fame  thing  fhould  never  be 
reprefented  over  again,  when  once  it  has  fpent  its  force,  luilefs  it  is 
produ^Uve  of  fome  frefh  incident,  ftill  more  ftriking  than  the  for- 
mer ; which  is  not  the  cafe  with  Pamela,  where  the  very  fame 
piiflure  is  exhibited  over  and  over,  to  no  manner  of  purpofe. 

For  my  part,  my  lord,  I have  found  Pamela  more  vain  than  vir- 
tuous. Her  pride  is  hurt  by  being  attacked  like  a woman  of  the 
town,  and  fhe  is  difplcafed  at  her  admirer,  for  taking  liberties 
without  ever  having  made  love  to  her.  1 Ihall  fay  as  Mr.  B . . . . 
1 would  lay  any  wager,  that  a French  petit  maitre,  who  fhould 
have  facrificed  to  Pamela’s  pride  fome  of  the  pretty  fpeeches  he  re-' 
ferved  for  a dutchefs,  wrote  her  fome  bilUt  doux,  kifled  her  hands 
five  or  fix  times,  and  thrown  himfelf  at  her  feet,  would  have  pre- 
vailed in  lefs  than  a fortnight. 

If  he  repents  having  married  her,  he  may  thank  himfelf.  Befides, 
to  fay  the  truth,  I find  her  fo  fiUy  and  fo  awkward  after  marriage  ! I 
obferve  fhe  never  prays  in  bed,  which  is,  1 believe,  the  only  piece 
of  furniture  in  her  houfe  that  does  not  afford  matter  for  her  pious 
ejaculations.  I am  told  the  author  is  preparing  a fcquel ; methinks 
his  fourth  volume  fhould  be  a warning  to  him  to  let  that  alone.  But 
1 am  aware  that  I am  growing  as  tedious  as  that  volume.  You  muff 
forgive  me,  as  1 have  been  fo  long  without  faying  a word  to  you. 

I am,  my  lord,  with  all  imaginable  refpe<R  and  attachment, 

CREBILLON. 
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id  i beaucoup  de  gens,  c’eft  qu’elle  a confcrvti  a Toriginal  ies  moeurs, 
et  ne  lui  a pas  impertinemment  fubftitu6  Ics  ndtres.  Pamela  habil* 
lee  a la  Ftanqoifc  auroit,  je  crois,  etc  bien  ridicule. 

Au  milieu  de  mille  petits  d^taik,  qni  font  pen  faits,  par  eux 
mSmes,  pour  attirer  I’attention,  ou  faire  naitre  I’interet,  mais  qui 
tiennent  necefTairement  k la  condition  vile  de  rhcro'me,  on  fe  fent 
attendri  jnsqu’aux  larmes.  Du  moins  avouerai-jc  que  ce  livre  m’a 
fait  pleurer  en  plus  d’un  endroit.  J’y  ai  trouvi-  des  moeurs,  dit 
fentiment,  de  la  verite,  des  mouveraens  du  coeur  bien  faifis,  et  bien 
tleveloppds ; mais  quclquefois  audl,  il  me  femble  que  les  mcmes 
mouvemens  reparoiffent,  fans  protluire  rien  de  nouveau,  ce  qui  jc 
crois  eft  un  grand  vice  ; car  il  me  femble  qu’une  chofe  fur  laquelle 
on  a tk'ja  epuilc  I’int^r^t,  ne  doit  plus  fe  reprefenter,  ^ moins  qu'ellc 
n’amerdt  a fa  iliite  des  evenemens  encore  plus  frappans  que  les  pre- 
miers, chofe  qui  ne  le  trouve  point  dans  Pamela,  qui  vous  prdfentc 
le  mime  tableau  plus  d\ine  fois  a pure  perte. 

Quant  i raoi,  rnylond,  j’ai  trouvi  Pamela  plus  vaine  que  vertueufe. 
Son  oigueil  eft  ra^cootent  de  ce  qu’on  I’attaque  comme  une  gour- 
gandine,  et  de  ce  qu’on  prend  avec  elle  des  liberteS)  fans  lui  avoir 
auparavant  la  fdiis  jjetite  fleurette.  Je  parie  avec  M . B . . . . 
qu’un  petit  maitre  Fran9ois,  qui  auroit  facrific  a I’orgueil  de  Pamela 
qaelques  uns  de  ces  propos  qu’il  riferve  pour  ime  duchefle,  qui  lui 
auroit  eciit  quelques  billets  doux,  hu  auroit  cinq  ou  fix  fois  baifi  les 
mains,  et  fe  feroit  jette  a fes  genoux,  I’auroit  eue  en  moins  dc 
quinze  jours. 

SHI  eft  fichi  de  I’avoirepoufie,  qu’il  ne  Ten  prenne  qu’ii  lui  mime. 
D’ailleurs,  Til  faut  tout  tlire,  je  la  trouve  apris  fon  marriage  d’une 
bcgueulerie  a la  mauflade.  J’ai  remarque  qu’elle  ne  prie  pas  Dieu 
dans  fon  lit ; <fcft  jc  crois  le  feul  meuble  de  fa  inaifon  qui  ne  lui 
foumille  point  d’oraifon  cjaculatoire.  L’auteur,  dit-on,  prepare  une 
fuite  ; fon  quatriime  vohmie  ne  devroit-il  pas  I’avertir  de  n’en  rien 
faire?  Maisje  m’apperqois  que  je  deviens  auffi  long  que  ce  tome  Id. 
Pardonnez  le  moi ; il  y a fi  longtems  que  je  ne  vous  ai  rien  dk. 

Te  fuis,  mvlord,  avec  tout  le  refped  et  tout  I’attachement  pofiible, 

' . CREBILLON. 
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LETTER  XT. 


TO  MR.  CREBILLON. 


SIR, 

LonJu.-),  Aug.  O.  S. 

''  I ^ FI  E poll  has  of  late  been  more  propitious  to  me  than  ufual, 

' and  has  brought  me  your  two  lait  letters  in  fine  rime.  If 
it  has  brotight  you  my  letters  as  jnmiflually,  you  will  have  feen  by 
my  lalf,  that  I was  no  longer  under  that  unc-afinefs,  which  former 
difappointments  h.id  given  me.  Now,  I even  think  myfelf  obhgetl  to 
the  ix>ll  for  its  negligence,  which  has  procured  me  fuch  flattering 
marks  of  your  friendihip,  and  of  your  fentiments  for  me.  I may 
afllire  you  with  truth  that  they  are  reciprocal;  but  it  is  my  misfor- 
tune, that  though  my  fentiments  are  the  fame,  I have  not  the  fame 
jxiwer  of  exprefling  them. 

Some  advantageous  truths  there  are,  which  favour  too  much  of 
flattery,  for  want  of  a certain  dclicac:y  in  the  manner  of  telling  them; 
as  there  is  a kind  of  flattery,  which,  by  the  help  of  that  delicacy, 
ap}x;ars  to  be  but  plain  truth.  That  talent  is  peculiarly  yours,  and 
has  almort:  made  me  believe  that  I deferv-ed  all  you  fay  of  me. 

I confefs  my  foible  with  regard  to  flattery.  1 am  as  fond  of  it  as 
Voltaire  can  ixiflibly  be;  but  with  this  difference,  that  I love  it  only 
from  a mafterly  hand.  I am  dainty,  he  is  greedy  of  it.  I have  a 
gootl  natural  apjxitite  for  it,  he  an  infatiable  craving,  wliich  makes 
him  eagerly  devour  it,  though  ferv-ed  up  by  the  very  worft  of  cxiks. 

I am  very  fenfdde  that  all  this  is  juft  the  f;ime,  as  if  I were  to 
fay.  Pray,  fir,  flatter  me  as  much  as  you  pleafe,  1 fliall  be  heartily 
glad  of  it.  I do  not  deny  the  charge,  nor  am  1 afliamed  of  it. 
iMudari  a laudato  viro,  has  at  all  times  been  accounted  a very  par- 
donable ambition;  and  Tully,  writing  to  fuch  another  as  yourfelf, 
•tells  him  more  than  once,  orna  me. 

I underft.and  that  iierfedlly  well ; but  I cannot  comprehend  how  a 
-man  is  not  dilj^ftcd  at  the  flattery  of  thole  whole  approbation 
would  be  a difgrace  to  him  if  it  were  real. 
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L E T T E R XI. 

■ ^ 

A MR.  S£  CREBILLON. 


l.oni]mi  cc  Aont,  V,  S. 


MONSIEUR, 

1!^  N dernier  lieu  la  pofte  m’a  plus  favorable  que  de  coutmne, 
et  m’a  appoit6  vos  deux  demi^res  lettres  ^ terns.  Si  elle  m’a 
rendu  jultice  auill  auptis  de  vous,  vous  aurez  vu  par  ma  prec^- 
dente,  que  j’^ois  raflur^  fur  ce  que,  pendant  quelque  terns,  fa  ne- 
gligence m’avoit  fait  craindre.  A prefent  meme  je  lui  fais  bon  grc 
d’une  negligence,  qui  m’a  procure  des  marques  fi  flatteufes  de  votre 
amide,  et  de  vos  ientimens  a mon  6gard.  Je  puis  avec  verite  vous 
afliirer  du  redproque  par  raport  i mes  fentimens;  mais  malhetireule- 
ment  le  redproque  Unit  et  me  manque  dans  le  beibin  de  vous 
Texprimer. 

II  y a des  verites  avantageufes,  qui  fentent  trop  la  flatterie,  faute 
d’une  ccrtaine  deiicateile  dans  la  maniere  de  les  dire,  comme  il  y a 
une  flatterie  qui,  moyennant  cette  deiicatcfle,  ne  paroit  qu’une  flm- 
ple  verite.  Le  talent  vous  en  eft  pcrfonnel,  et  m’a  prel'que  fait 
croire  que  je  merife  tout  ce  que  vous  me  dites. 

J’avoue  ma  foibleflc  pour  la  flatterie;  Je  I’aimc  autant  que  Vol- 
taire pent  I’aimcr,  mais  avec  cette  difference,  quo  je  ne  I’aime  que 
de  main  de  maitre.  J’en  fuis  friand,  il  en  eft  goulu.  JY  ai  un 
bon  appctit  naturel,  il  en  a une  faim  canine,  qui  lui  fait  devorer  avec 
avidite  tout  ce  que  le  plus  raauvais  gargotier  lui  prdente. 

Je  lens  bicn  que  tout  ceci  eft  la  m^me  chofe  que  ft  je  vous  difois, 
monfieur,  flattcz  moi  tant  qu’il  vous  plaira,  j’en  fcrai  charmb.  J’en 
conviens,  et  je  n’en  rougis  point.  Laudari  d laudato  viro,  a paftb 
de  tout  terns  pour  une  ambition  trw  pardonnable;  et  Ciceron,  d:ri- 
vant  u un  homme  comme  vous,  lui  dit  plus  d’une  fois,  orna  me. 

Je  comprens  parfaitement  cela ; mais  je  ne  comprens  pas  com- 
ment on  n’eft  pas  indigne  de  la  flatterie  de  ceux  dont  Fapprobation 
r^lle  feroit  d mon  avis  humiliante. 

VoL.  II.  F 


Voltaire 
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Voltaire  rchearfed  to  me  laft  year,  at  Bruflels,  feveral  paflages  out 
of  his  M:iliomet,  in  which  I found  fome  very  fine  lines,  and  Ibme 
thoughts  more  brilliant  than  juft.'  But  1 foon  i>erceived  that  he  had 
Jefus  Chrift  in  view,  under  the  charadler  of  Mahomet;  and  1 won- 
dered this  had  not  been  oblerved  at  Lifle,  where  it  had  been  a<fted 
juft  before  I amved  there.  I even  met  with  a good  catholic  at 
Lifle,  who  h-ad  more  ze;d  than  penetration,  and  who  was  greatly 
‘edified  at  the  manner  in  which  that  imixiftor,  and  enemy  to  ch'rif- 
tianity,  was  reprefented.  • ’ 

As  for  unc  onnedted  fcencs,  and  milplaced  incidents,  if  ypu  do  nor- 
like  them,  you  do  m>t  like  Voltaire.  In  his  writings,  liis.fvibjedt  is  putt 
of  the  queftu)n;  and  all  you  are  to  cxpe<ft  is,  bold  fallies,  and  a fet, 
of  brilliant  and  lingular  notions,  wliich  he  wants  to  convey  to  the 
public,  no  matter  where  or  how.  , 

This  1 could  overlook;  he  is  not  the  firft  author  who  has  been, 
carried  away,  by  a lively  imagination,  beyond  the  bounds  of  rea- . 
fon  and  accuracy;  but  what  I cannot  forgive  him,  ami  what  isTcally 
uni»rdonable,  is  the  great  pains  he  takes  to  propagate  a dcxftrinc, . 
alike  pernicious  to  ci\il  fociety,  and  contrary  to  the  general  reli- 
gion of  all  countries. 

- I much  queftion  whether  it  is  allowable  for  any  man  to  write 
againft  the  worlhip  and  the  belief  of  his  own  country,  even  if  he 
were  convinced  in  his  own  mind  that  they  were  not  free  from  error, 
mi  account  of  the  difturbance  and  diforder  it  would  occafion.  But 
I- am  very  certain  no  man  is  at  liberty  to  att;Kk  the  foundations  of 
all  morality,  and  to  break  thofe  ties,  which  are  lb  nccefliiry,  and 
already  too  weak,  to  reftrain  mankind  within  the  bounds  of  duty. 

Notwithftanding  all  the  fopixtr)',  eiTors,  and  impertinence  of 
a^ithors,  1 will  never  confent  to  your  giving  up  the  name,  much 
Id's  the  trade.  The  public  would  be  too  great  a loler,  and  fo 
Ihould  I,  and  yourfelf  too.  Belides,  the  more  defcifts  are  obfer- 
vablc  in  any  fet  of  men,  the  more  creditable  it  is  to  belong  to  that 
fiKiety,-  and  yet  be  free  from  its  dcfcifts,  which  is  the  cafe  with  you. 

■ Amongft  writing  animals,  as  you  define  authors,  the  animal 
tliat  writes  well  is  as  fcarce,  as  the  animal  that  makes  ufe  of  his 
realbn  is  amongft  rational  animals,  as  we  are  called.  Go  on  then, 
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• ’ Voltaire  m’a  r^cit^  I’ajinec  pafl^e  a Bruxelles  pluficurs  tirades  rfe 
fon  Mahomet,  ou  j’ai  trouve  de.tr^ -beaux  vers,  et  (juelqucs  iienfees 
plus  brillantes  que  juftes ; mais  j’ai  d’abord  vu  qu’il  en  vouloit  a Jefils 
Chrill,  Ibus  le  caradl^re  de  Maliomet,  et  j’etois  furpris  <iu'on  ne  ren 
flit  pas  apjjerqu  a Lifle,  oil  elle  fut  reprefent^  immetliatemeiit  a\'ant 
que  j’y  paflafle.  Mfime  Je  ti^vai  i Lifle  un  lx>n  catholique,  dont 
le  z^le  fuiqraflbit  la  j>enetration,  qui  ^toit  extremement  Wiiic  de  la 
maniere  dcint  cet  imix)fteur  et  ennemi  du  chriftianifme  etoit  depeint. 

Pour  les  Icenes  detoufues,  et  les  morceaux  deplaccs,  fi  vous  n’en  vou- 
lez  pas,  vous  ne  voulez  pas  de  Voltaire.  Avec  lui,  il  n’eft  pas  queflion 
■tie  fon  fujet,  mais  des  ijcnfles  hardies,  brillantes  et  finguliercs,  qu'il 
veut  donner  au  public,  n'importe  ou  ni  comment. 

Pafle  encore  pour  cela;  il  n'ell  pas  le  premier  auteur  qu'urte  ima- 
gination vive  ait  enleve  au  delfus  de  la  raifon  et  de  la  Juftefle;  mais 
ce  que  Je  ne  lui  pardonne  pas,  et  qui  n’eft  pas  pardonnahle,  e’eft  tous  les 
mouvemens  qu’il  fe  donne  jxiur  la  propagation  tl’une  dodtrine  aufli 
pernideufe  a la  focicte  civile  que  contraire  a la  religion  gencrale  de 
tous  les  pais. 

Je  doute  fort  s’!!  eft  permis  a un  homme  d’l^crire  contre  le  culte 
et  la  croyance  de  fon  pa:s,  quand  m£me  il  feroit  de  bonne  foi  per- 
fuade  qu’il  y eut  des  erreurs,  a caufe  du  trouble  et  du  dtfordre 
qu’il  y pourroit  caufer;  mais  je  fuis  bien  fftr  qu’il  n’eft -nulle- 
ment  peimis  d’attaquer  les  fondemens  de  la  morale,  et  de  rompre’  des 
liens  ft  n'ceflaires,  et  deja  trop  foibles  pour  retenir  les  hommes  dans 
le  devoir. 

Malgrc  toutc  la  fatuitc,  tous  les  egaremens,  et  les  impertinences 
tl’auteur,  jc  ne  conviendrai  jamais  (jue  vous  rcnonciez  i ce  nom,  en- 
core moins  au  metier.  Le  public  y jxirdroit,  j'y  ijerdrois,  et  vous  y 
jx;rdriez  aufli  trop.  D’ailleurs,  il  me  femble  (pie  plus  un  corps  eft 
liijet  a des  d'fauts  marque  s,  plus  il  eft  glorieux  d’etre  de  ce  irorps, 
et  en  meme  terns,  comme  vous,  d’etre  exempt  do  fes  d^fauts. 

Parmi  les  animaux  tcrivants,  comme  vous  d'finiflez  les  auteurs, 
. I’animal  tcrivant  bieri  eft  aufli  rare,  qu’eft  parmi  les  animaux  raifon- 
nablcs,  comme  on  nous  definit,  I’animal  qui  fe  fert  de  fa  raifon. 
Continuez  done,  en  depit  des  caillettes  et  des  iietits  maitres,  a mcri- 
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auid  in  fpite  of  all  the  male  and  female  coxcombs,  continue  to  dc- 
ferve  the  diftindtion  you  have  acquired  on  lb  many  accounts,  and 
even  add  to  it,  by  adding  to  the  number  of  your  volumes.  Give  us 
but  enough,  and  1 am  in  no  care  for  the  reft.  De  te  nam  catera 
fumes. 

Adieu,  fir ; for  I perceive  that  this  letter  is  fwelling  to  a voltime, 
which  would  by  no  means  refemble  thofe  I am  alking  you  for,  but 
would  prove  very  tirefome  to  you. 

I am,  with  all  the  efteem  you  defcrve. 

Your  raoft  humble  fervant. 

P.  S.  If  you  fee  Mrs.  Herault,  put  her  in  mind  of  me;  give  my  rc- 
f])e(fts  to  her,  and  tell  her  withal,  that  if  I had  not  an  un- 
common greatnefs  of  foul,  which  renders  me  incapable  of 
infult  or  revenge,  I would  fend  her  a number  of  Englilh  fongs, 
occafioncd  by  certain  ill  fuccefies  in  Germany,  which  1 would 
tranfiate  into  French,  for  the  ufe  of  Mr.  dc  Sechelles. 


L E T T E R XU  *. 

TO  MADAME  DE  TENCIN  f. 

, London,  20,  O.  S. 

Agitated  with  very  different  fentiments,  I have  long  been  in 
fufpence,  whether  I Ihould  venture  to  fend  this  letter.  1 was 
aware  of  the  intliferetion  of  fuch  a ftej),  and  how  far  it  was  intruding 
upon  the  kindnefs  you  Ihewed  me  during  my  ftay  at  Paris,  to  alk  for  a 
repetition  of  it  towards  another;  but  warmly  foUidted  by  a lady, 
whofe  merit  fecures  her  from  a denial,  and  indined  to  avail  myfelf 
of  any  pretence  to  recall  fo  pleafing  a remembrance,  inclination  (as 
is  commonly  the  cafe)  has  got  the  better  of  diferetion,  and  I at 
once  gratify  my  own  inclination,  and  the  eameft  defire  of  Mrs.  Cle- 
land,  who  will  have  the  honor  to  ddiver  this  letter  to  you.  I kitow 
by  experience,  madam,  for  I am  myfelf  an  inftance  of  it,  that  it  Is 

• Thtf  letter  hat  been  inferted  at  the  end  of  lord  ChcncrhelcTs  lettert  to  hit  Ton  ; but  at  the  cc^y 
which  Wat  put  into  my  hands  from  lady  CheflcrheM  ii  (binewhnt  more  perfe^,  and  the  anfwer 
that  follows  wai  ocilued  ia  that  coUedion,  tlic  readers  may  not  be  dilplcared  to  hod  both  to* 
fpthce  Ltk  this  place« 

aot 


Digitized  by  GoogU 


TO  ms  FRIENDS.  BOOK  L LET.  XI.  XII.  jr 

ter  une  diftin£tion  qui  vous  eft  due;  par  taut  d’endroits,  et  ajoutez  y 
m&me,  en  ajoutant  d vos  volumes.  Bonaez  nous  leulemcnt  aflez, 
je  ne  me  mets  pas  en  peine  du  refte.  De  te  nam  catera  fumes. 

Adieu,  moiifieur;  car  je  m’apperqois  que  cette  lettre  approdie 
prefque  d’un  volume,  qui  ne  refliembieroit  nuUement  a ceux  que  je 
vous  dcmande,  mais  qui  vous  ennuyeroit  fort. 

Je  fuis,  avec  toute  I’eftime  que  vous  mcritez, 

- Votre  tr6s  humble  ferviteur.. 

P.  S.  Si  vous  voycz  qudquefois  madarae  Herault,  faites  la  fouvenir  de 
moi,  en  rafturant  de  noon  rcfpc£l,  et  dites  lui  de  plus,  que 
ft  je  n’avois  une  grandeur  d'ame  unique,  qxii  me  rend 
incapable  (finfulte  ou  de  vengeance,  je  lui  enverrois  bien  des 
chanfons  qu’on  a faites  id^  fur  certains  mauvais  i'ucc^s  en  AUe- 
^ magne,  et  que  je  tiaduirois  cu  Fran<?jis,,  pour  I’ufage  de; 
Mr.  de  Sechelles. 


LETTRE  XII  < 

A MADAME  DE  TENCINt.. 

A Londm,  lo  Aonr,  V.  Si. 

O M B A T T U par  des  mouvemens  bien  differens,  j*ai  long- 
terns  balance,  avant  que  dbrer  me  diterminer  i vous  envoycr 
cette  lettre.  Je  fentois  toute  I’indifcretion  d'une  telle  dimarche,  et 
a quel  point  c’etoit  abufer  de  la  bonti  que  vous  avez  cue  pour 
moi  iiendant  mon  fijout  a Paris,  que  de  vous  la  redemander  pour 
im  autre mais  follidti  vivement  par  une  dame,  que  fon  naerite 
met  i I’abri  des  refus,  et  pwrti  d’ailleurs  i profiter  du  moindre 
pritexte  pour  rapeller  un  fouvenir  qui  m’ift  fi  prideux  que  le  vdtre,. 
le  pwnchant,.  comme  il  arrive  prefque  toujours,  a triomphi  de  la 
difcrition,  et  je  iatisfais  en  mime  terns  a mes  propres  inclinations, 
et  aux  inftanccs  de  madame  Clcland,,  qui  aura  I’honneur  de  vous 
rendre  cette  lettre.  Je  fais  par  experience,  madame,  car  j’en  ftiis 
moi-m6me  un  exemple,  que  ce  n’eftt  pas  la  premiire  affaire  de  la 

t SiAcr  in  law  to  the  famout  cardinal  of  that  name.  She  wax  the  patronefx  of  men  oT  loarnin^ 
and  wit,  an<i  deferved  lo  be  ranked  amongfl  them.  She  recci^xd  once  a week  at  her  tabic  the  nxolt 
celebrated  of  the  literati,  and  forei^erx  properly  tcconunended,  wlio  wore  in  any  wife  qualified 
for  lucb  company.  Foatcncllc-anu  Montefquicu  were  her  particular  fricodx. 
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not  the  firft  affair  of  the  kind,  that  your  reputation,  which  is  not 
.confined  within  the  limits  of  France,  has  expoled  you  to;  but  I 
rtatter  myfelf  likewife,  that  you  will  not  find  it  the  nioft  difagreea- 
ble  one.  Suiierior  merit,  a juft  way  of  thinking,  a delicate  mind, 
adorned  by  the  reading  of  all  the  belt  authors  in  every  language, 
together  with  a great  knowledge  of  the  world,  which  have  procaired 
Ml'S.  Cleland  the  efteem  and  i-efpe£l  of  the  beft  judges  here,  make 
me  ^xirfctftly  eafy  as  to  the  liberty  I take  in  recommending  her  to 
you,  and  even  perfuade  me  that  you  will  not  be  difpleal'ed  .with  It. 
I own,  madam,  it  would  be  making  you  but  a b.ad  return  for  all  I 
owe  yo«,  to  trouble  you  with  my  countrymen  and  women,  who  are 
very  unfit  to  add  to  the  pleafures  of  fociety,  and  would  be  out  of 
their  element  in  that  circle  which  your  merit  and  ytnir  tafte  draw 
■to  your  houfc,  and  of  which  you  are  at  once  the  fupport  and  the 
ornament.  But  you  have  nothing  to  fear  on  that  fextre,  for  I do 
not  carry  my  indiferetion  to  fuch  a pitch.  Mrs.  Cleland  is  an  Eng- 
lifli  woman  only  by  birth,  but  a French  woman  by  regeneration,  if 
I may  be  allowed  the.  expreflion.  If  you  afk  me  by  what  chance 
Ihc  has  made  choice  'of  me  to  introduce  her  to  you,  and  how  Ihe 
came  to  think  I had  any  right  to  do  this,  I will  fnmkly  own,  it  is 
cHtirely  owing  to  myfelf.  I had  done  like  moll  travellers,  who,  at 
.their  return,  make  themfelves  of  confequence  at  home,  by  their 
pretended  conncdlions  with  perfons  of  the  firft  rank  abroad,  and 
brag  of  the  great  honors  conferred  upon  them  by  kings,  princes, 
. and  ntinifters;  and  by  thus  boafting  of  favours  they  never  received, 
tliey  often  obtain  a degree  of  refpedl  and  efteem  they  do  not  dcfcia  c. 

I have  extolled  your  kindnefs  to  me,  1 have  even,  if  jxiflible, 
/exaggerated  it,  and  in  flioit,  to  conceal  nothing  from  you,  I have 
had  the  vanity  and  the  airurance  to  give  out,  that  I was  your  friend, 
your  favourite,  and  the  child  of  the  houfc.  Mrs.  Clelaiul,  who 
fuppofed  this  to  be  literally  true,  told  me,  “ 1 am  foon  going  to 
“ France ; my  highelt  ambition  is,  to  have  the  honor  of  being  ac- 
“ quainted  with  matlame  de  Tcncin.  As  you  are  fo  intimate  with 
■“  her,  you  can  cafily  give  me  a letter  for  her.” 

This  was  very  diftreffing ; for  after  what  I had  faid,  a deni;il 
would  have  been  an  affront- to  Mrs.  Cleland  ; an<l  to  own  that  I had 
BO  right  to  do  it,  would  have  hurt  my  pride  too  much;  fo  that  I 
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forte,  4 laquelle  votre  reputation,  qui  ne  fe  renferme  point  dans 
les  bornes  de  la  FraUce,  vous  a eXpofte ; raais  je  me  flatte  auffi  que 
vous  ne  la  trouverez  jxis  la  plus  defagreable.  Un  merite  fuperieur, 
un  efprit  jufte,  ddlicat,  et  ome  par  la  lecture  dc  tout  ce  qu’il  y a de 
lx)n  dans  toutes  les  langues,  et  un  grand  ufage  du  monde,  qui  ont 
acquis  a Madame  Clcland  I’eftime  et  la  conlidtiration  de  tout  ce  qu'il, 
y a d'honn^tes  gens  jici,  me  raffurent  fur  la  Ubert6  que  je  prends 
<le  voUs  la  rccommander,  et  me  perfuadent  meme  que  voas  ne 
m’en  faurez  pas  mauvais  gr^.  J’avoue,  madame,  que  ce  feroit  vous 
faii'e  un  'mauvais  retouT  pour  tout  ce  que  je  vous  dois,  que  de- 
vious endoiler  mes  compatriotes,  gens  tres  peu  faits  pour  repandre 
des  agremenS  dans  la  fociete,  et  qui  fe  trouveroient  fort  deplaces,, 
dans  celle  que  votre  merite  et  votre  bon  gout  forment  clicz  vous,  et. 
dont  vous  etes  en  m^me  terns  et  le.  foutien  et  romement.  Mais  ne 
craignez-  rien  de  ce  c6te  la;  je  ne  iwufl'c  pas  I’indifcretion  a ce 
jjoint.  Matlame  Cleland  n’eft  Angloife  que  de  nailfance,  mais  Fran- 
qoife  par  regeneration,  fi  je  puis  me  fervir  de  ce  terme.  Si  vous  me. 
demandez  par  hafard  pourquoi  clle  m’a  choifi  jxjur  fon  introducteur 
chez  VQus,  et  pourquoi  elle  a cru  que  je  m’etois  acquis  ce  droit  la, 
je  vous  dirai  naturellement  que  e’eft  moi  qui  cn  fuis  caufe.  En  aela 
j’ai  fixivi  I’exemplc  de  la  pldpart  des  voyageurs,  qui,  a leur  retour, 
I’c  font  valoir  chez  eux,  par  leurs  pretendues  liaifons  avec  tout  ce 
qu’il  y a de  plus  diftingu6  chez  les  autres.  Les  rois,  les  princes,  et 
les  miniftres,  les-ont  toujours  comblesde  lcurs.^raccs,  et  moyennant 
ce  faux  etalage  d’honneurs  qu’ils  n’ont  point  requs,  ils  acquierent: 
fouvent  unc  confideration  qu’ils  ne  meritent  )X)int.  J’ai  vante.  vos ; 
bontes  pour  moi,  je  les  ai  exagerees  mi-me  Til  ctoit  jxxffible,  et 
enfin,  pour  ne  vous  rien  cachcr,  ma  vanit6  a pouffe  rettronterie  au 
point  de  me  donner  pour  votre  ;imi,  favori,  et  enfant  de  lamaifon  ;• 
quain!  madame  Cleland  m’a  pris  au  mot,  et  m’a  dit,  “ Je  vais  bientdt 
“ en  I'rance  : je  n’y  ambitionne  rien  tant  que  I’honneur  de  connoitre 
“ madajne  de  Tencin  ; vous  qui  ^tes  fi  bien  la, , il  ne  vous  coutcra 
“ rien  tie  me  donner  une  lettre  pour  elle.”  Le  cas  etoit  embarraflant ; . 
car,  apres  ce  que  j’avois  dit,  un  refns  aiuoit  ete  trop  chtxpiant  a ma- 
dame Cleland,  ct  l’.aveu  que  je  n’etois  pas  en  droit  dc  le  faire,  trop , 
humiliant  pour  mon  amour  propre ; fi  bien  que  je  me  fuis  trouv6  reduit . 
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found  myfclf  under  a neceflity  of  writing  at  all  events;  and  I really" 
l)elieve  I fhould  have  done  it,  if  I had  not  had  the  honor  of  being 
acquainted  with  you  at  all,  rather  than  have  contradidted  myfelf  in 
fo  tender  a point.  As  I have  got  over  my  fcruples,  I would  fain 
make  the  moft  of  my  boldnefs,  and  exprefs  to  you  the  fentiments 
of  gratitude  which  I feel,  and  lhall  ever  retain,  for  the  kindnefs 
yqu  Ihewed  me  during  my  rclidence  at  Paris.  1 fhould  likewife  be 
glad  to  exprefs  all  1 think,  of  the  diftinguilhipg  qualities  of  heart 
and  mind  which  you  fo  eminently  poflcfs,  but  that  would  carry  me 
as  far  beyond  the  lx>unds  of  a letter,  as  it  would  be  above  my 
power.  I wifh  Mr.  de  Fontenelle  would  tmdertake  it  for  me.  On  this 
article,  I may  fay  without  vanity,  we  think  alike,  with  this  differ- 
ence only,  that  he  would  exprefs  it  with  that  wit,  delicacy  and  ele- 
gance, fo  peculiar  to  him,  and  fo  fuitable  to  the  fubjcdf . 

As  I am  deditute  of  thofe  talents,  permit  me,  madam,  to  allure 
you  (imply  of  the  fentiments  of  my  heart,  and  of  the  efteem,  vene- 
ration, and  refpe^ful  attachment,  with  which  I (liall  ever  be, 

Madam, 

' Your  See. 

« 

I believe  you  will  pardon  me,  if  I prefume  to  trouble  you  with 
my  compliments  to  Mr.  de  Fontenelle. 


LETTER  XIII. 

MADAMK  DE  TENCIN’s  ANSWER. 

T WTSII,  my  lord,  you  had  been  witnefs  to  the  reception  yoiu' 
letter  met  with.  It  was  delivered  to  me  by  Mr.  dc  Montefqiiicu, 
in  the  midft  of  that  fociety  you  are  acquainteil  with.  The  flattering 
things  you  fay  to  me,  prevented  me  for  a while  from  communi- 
cating the  contents  ; but  felf-love  always  finds  means  to  be  gratified. 
This  it  was  that  fuggefted  to  me,  that  it  would  be  unjuft  to  deprive 
you,  under  the  pretence  of  modefty,  of  the  prail'c  which  was  your 
due. 

The 
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h rifqucr  Ic  iwqucr,  et  'jc  crois  mdme  quc  je  I'aunris  fair,  fi  je 
fi'avois  pas  eii  I’honneur  de  vans  contioitrc  du  tout,  pliittjt  quc  dc  me 
dormer  Ic  ddmcnti  Itir  un  article  li  fenfible. 

Ayant  done  franchi  le  pas,  je  voudrois  bien  en  profiter,  pour  vous 
expliquer  Ics  I’cntimens  dc  reconnoiflance  quc  j’ai,  et  que  j'aurai  tou- 
jours  des  bontd-s  que  vous  m’avcz  tcmoigndcs  il  Paris ; et  je  voudrois 
aufli  vous  exprimer  tout  ce  que  je  jienfe  des  qualit^s  qui  diftinguent 
votre  cocur  et  votre  efprit  de  tous  les  autres,'  mais  cela  me  meueroit 
6galcmcnt  au  deli  dcS  borncs  d’une  lettre,  et  au  delTus  dc  mes  forces. 
Je  fouhaiterois  quc  Mr.  dc  Fontencllc  voulut  bicn  fen  charger  pour 
moi.  Sur  cet  article,  je  puis  dire  fans  vanitd  quc  nous  penfons  de 
meme,  avec  cette  dift'drence,  qu’il  vous  le  diroit  avec  ett  efprit, 
cette  delicateflc,  et  cette  ^l(5g.ince  qui  lui  font  perfonnelles,  et  feules 
convcnablcs  au  fujet.  Permettez  done,  madamc,  que  deftitue  de 
tous  CCS  avantages  dc  I’efprit,  je  vous  alTure  fimplement  des  fenti- 
mens  de  mon  coeur,  de  reftime,  de  la  veneration,  et  de  Tattache- 
ment  refpedueux  avec  kfqucls  je  ferai  route  ma  vie, 

Madame, 

Votre,  &c. 

Je  crois  que  vous  me  pardonnerez  fi  je  vous  fupplic  de  fairc  mes 
complimens  i Mr.  tie  Fontenelle. 


LETTRE  XIII. 

De  MADAME  DE  TENCIN.  , 

Ptrli,  cc  12  OfloUrc,  174?. 

T E voiulrois,  mylord,  que  vous  euflicz  etc  temoin  de  la  r&cption 
de  votre  lettre.  Elle  me  fut,  remife  par  Mr.  de  Montefijuicu 
au  milieu  de  la  fociete  que  vous  connoilfez.  Cc  quc  vous  me  dites 
tie  flatteur  ra'empccha  tiuelques  momens  de  la  msntrcr,  mais  I’amour 
propre  trouve  toujours  Ic  moyen  d’avoir  fon  compte.  Le  mien  me 
fuggera  que  e’ettrit  une  injurtice  dc  \ ous  ravir,  fous  pretexte  de  mo- 
tleilic,  des  louanges  dignes  dc  vous. 

• VoE.  II.  G 
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The  letter,  therefore,  was  reatl,  and  read  more  than  once.  I mu£E 
confefs,  the  eftedt  it  produced  was  very  different  from  what  1 ex— 
pedled.  niiat  lord  inlidts  us,  cried  Mr.  de  FontencUe,  whofe  ex- 
clamation was  repeated  by  the  reft  of  the  company,  by  writing  in 
our  language,  better  and  more  corredlly  than  we  do  ourl'elves.  Let 
him  be  fatisfied  with  being  the  firft  man  in  his  own  nation  for  parts 
and  genius,  and  not  engrofs  our  graces  and  our  fprightlinefs. 

The  complaints  and  murmurs  of  the  allembly  would  not  have 
fubfided  to  this  hour,  if,  after  having  frankly  owned  that  you  were 
in  the  wrong,  1 had  not  thought  of  reminding  them  of  the  charms 
of  your  converfation.  Let  him  come  again  then,  faid  they  all  at 
once,  and  wc  will  forgive  his  having  more  wit  than  ourfelves. 

I have  a brother  who  is  quite  of  the  fame  opinion ; he  has  ex- 
prefsly  charged  me  to  tell  your  lordihip,  that,  if  he  had  been  here, 
he  would  have  fharcd  the  honor  you  did  me  to  frequent  my  houfe. 
It  was  but  yefterday  that  I had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  Mrs.  Cleland. 
I am  fadly  afraid  I did  wrong,  fronx  too  great  a.  defire  of  doing 
right ; but  it  is  your  fault,  my  lord.  Why  did  you  lay  me  under 
a neceflity  of  fupportlng  the  too  favourable  opinion  which  your  par- 
tiality ha<l  given  of  me,  to  one  of  the  moft  amiable,  and,  by  your 
own  account,  one  of  the  moft  accomplifhed  women  in  England  ? I 
have  imparted  to  her  a romantic  fclieme  I am  contriving  for  you, 
wliich  would  not  be  altogether  a caftle  in  the  air,  if  you  would  but 
(•onctir  in  it.  If  we  fhould  ever  build  fuch  a one  as  I have  in  view, 
I hoj)e  we  fhall  add  an  appartment  for  Mrs.  Cleland. 

I have  commiflioned  my  hufband  to  put  you  in  mind  of  me  now- 
and then  ; and  I hope  you  will  allow  me  to  take  the  liljerty  of  de- 
liring  you,  my  lord,  in  return,  to  prefent  my  love  to  him.  He 
■would  be  anfwcrable  for  me;  but  I fliould  have  ftrangely  loft  my 
time,  if  I ftood  in  neeil  of  a pledge,  and  if  you  were  not  fully  con- 
vinced of  my  fentiments  for  you,  and  of  the  reli>C(ft  u ith  which  1 
have  the  honor  to  be, 

MY  LORD, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  Servant, 

De  TejVCIK. 

It  is  much  to  the  credit  of  the  French  language,  that  an  Englifli 
nol)leman  Ihould  have  taken  the  pains  to  learn  it  fo  pcrfedlly  as  1 fee 

you 
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La  lettre  fut  clone  luc,  &c  ne  k fut  pas  pour  unc  fois.  II  faut 
vous  I’avouer,  I’eflfet  qu’elle  produillt  fut  bien  different  de  celui 
que  j’attendois.  Ce  mylord  fe  motpie  de  nous,  Tccria  Mr.  de  Fon- 
tenelle,  qui  hit  fuivi  des  autres,  d’eciire  en  notre  langue,  micui 
8c  plus  correeftement  que  nous.  Qu’il  le  contente,  Til  lui  plait, 
.d’etre  le  premier  homme  de  fa  nation,  d’avoir  Ics  luniieres  8c  la 
profondcur  de  g^nie  qui  la  cara6l6rifent ; et  qu’il  ne  vienne  point 
encore  f’emparer  de  nos  graces,  et  de  nos  gentUlelfes. 

Les  plaintes  et  les  murmures  de  I’affemblee  durcroient  encore,  li 
apr^s  avoir  convenu  bien  franchement  de  vos  torts,  je  ne  m’itois 
avifte  de  rappeller  les  agremens  8c  la  douceur  de  votre  commerce. 
Qu’il  nous  revienne  done,  dircnt-ils  tous  a la  fois,  nous  lui  palTc- 
rons  alors  d’avoir  plus  d’efprit  que  nous. 

J’ai  un  fr^re  qui  eft  tout-a-fait  de  cet  avis ; il  m’a  chargee  cx- 
prelkment  de  vous  dire,  mylord,  que  fll  avoit  et6  id,  il  auroit  pri* 
fa  part  de  I’honneur  que  vous  me  faifiez  de  venir  dvez  moi.  Je 
n’eus  quliier  celiri  de  voir  madame  de  Cleland.  Je  meurs  de  peur  qu’a 
force  de  vouloir  bien  faire,  je  n’aye  fait  tout  de  travers  ; e’eft  votre 
faute,  mylord  ; pourquoi  me  donnez  vous  4 foutenir  I’opinion  trop 
avantageufe  que  vous  avez  prife  de  moi,  aupres  d’une  des  femme* 
de  toute  I’Angleterre  la  plus  aimable,  et  a ce  que  vous  me  mandez 
vous  m^me,  la  plus  6clair6e  ? Je  lui  ai  fait  ixxrt  d’un  chiteau  en 
Efpagne  que  je  bUtis  pour  vous,  qui  ne  ferort  point  fi  chiteau  en 
Efpagne,  fi  vous  vouliez.  En  cas  qu’il  riufht,  j’efjiere  que  nous  y 
^outerons  un  apartement  pour  madame  de  Cleland. 

J’ai  charge  mon  mari  de  vous  faire  fouvenir  quclqucfois  de  moi ; 
ne  voulez  vous  pas  bien,  mylord,  (jue  jc  prenne  la  liberty  de  vous 
charger  i votre  tour  de  ma  tencliflfe  ixnir  lui  ? 11  feroit  ma  cau- 

tion, mais  j’aurois  bien  perdu  mon  terns  it  j’en  avois  hefoiii,  et  fi 
vous  n’diez  pas  bien  iierfuade  des  fentimens  qui  m'attachent  a vous, 
et  du  reijiecft  avec  lequcl  j’ai  rhonneur  d'etre, 

MYLORD, 

Votre  tres  humble  et  oljcilTante  fcn  antc, 

De  Ten c in. 

• C’eft  une  gloire  pour  la  langue  Fran^oife,  qu’un  feigneur  Anglois 
alt  pris  la  peine  de  I’apprendre  aufli  paiYaitcment  que  je  vois  que 
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you  have  done,  my  lord ; hut  give  me  leave  to  w'hifper  to  you  a 
word  of  advice.  Beware  how  you  provoke  the  jcaloufy  of  our 
French  authors.  As  for  me,  who  pretend  to  fomc  moderation,  I 
ftill  am,  and  ever  lhall  be,  with  all  imaginable  rcfpei£l, 

MY  LORD, 

Your,  &c. 

FONTf.N  ELLE. 


MY  lord’s  answer. 


If  there  were  in  the  world  any  perfon’s  difeemment  I rcfpetflcd 
more  than  yours,  I Ihould  take  it  very  ill,  that  you  Ihould  exixjle 
me  to  the  criticifm  of  the  fupreme  judges  of  tafte  and  cloqttence,  by 
Ihewing  them  a letter,  which  Mrs.  Cleland’s  commands  had  ex- 
torted from  me,  and  whidi  was  fitter  for  oblivion  than  lor  exami- 
nation. But,  with  all  the  rcfpc<Sl  I owe  to  tbofe  gentlemen,  if  1 
am  to  be  tried  by  you,  I am  very  eafy  as  to  their  verdiifl.  1 am 
lure  they  w'ill  forgive  me,  and  even  approve  tliis  fentiment. 


LETTER  XIV  ». 

TO  MRS.  » « » 

London,  June  24,  O,  S.  1745. 

IT  is  a very  flattering  circumftance  for  me,  madam,  to  find  that 
you  arc  in  the  Icaft  fenfible  of  my  filence,  and  the  more  lb,  as 
it  muft  be  owing  to  the  juftice  you  do  to  my  fentiments,  and  not  to 
my  manner  of  exprelTing  them.  I would  long  fince  have  writ  to 
you,  had  my  numberlefs  avocations  left  a few  moments  at  my  dil- 
poi al ; but  the  part  I bear  in  the  minillry  here,  together  with  the 
affairs  of  Ireland,  where  I am  going  in  fix  weeks  time,  overwhelm 
fuch  a lazy  man  as  I am,  who  woidd  gladly  fpend  my  days  in  ix;rfc<R 
tranquillity,  and  with  no  cares  but  thofe  of  fociety  and  fricndfliip. 

* TKc  origmals  of  the  following  letters  were  feni  to  rac  from  Paris,  by  a noble  ami  refpcflahic 
frieml  of  the  lady,  to  whom  they  were  wriuco.  1 was  laid  by  her  and  him  under  the  difagrecablc 
Tvilnflion  of  Tupprelling  her  name  ; ami  muA  coniem  inyfclf  with  faying,  tiiat  I obey  with  ilie 
greater  regret,  ju  that  l^y'f  accomplilhmeots  and  perfoniU  firtaca  are  at  kaA  eijual  to  ber  birth 
and  high  rank* 
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vous  la  favez,  mylord ; mais  trouvez  boa  que  je  vous  donae  \m 
petit  avis  a Toreille.  l^enez  garde,  l'’il  vous  plait,  de  ne  vous  point 
trop  attirer  la  jalotifie  des  auteurs  Fran<;ois ; pour  ntoi  qui  aCpire  a 
avoir  un  peu  de  raifon,  je  fuis  encore,  et  lerai  toujours,  avct  tout  Ic 
refiiedl:  polfiblc,  m r l o r d, 

Votrc,  &c. 

F o N T E N r I.  L r.. 

REPONSE  DE  MYLORD. 

S'il  y avoit  an  mondc  vm  difccrncmcnt  quo  Je  refpeclalle  plus  <jue 
le  vdtre,  vous  I'eriez  fort  mal  avec  moi,  tl'avoir  expole  a la  critujue 
des  fouverains  arbitres  du  gout  et  de  Teloquence  tine  lettre  que  Ics  or- 
dres  demadame  Cleland  m’avoient  arrachce,et  quiauroitdu  Ibuhaitcr 
I’oubli  au  lieu  dc  rcxanien ; mais,  avec  tout  le  refpcil  que  je  dois 
a ces  meffieurs,  des  qu’il  me  faut  fubir  votrc  jugement,  je  ne  me 
mets  jioint  en  peine  du  letu.  Je  fuis  ffir  qu’ils  me  pardonncront,_ 
et  m£me  qu’ils  approuveront  ce  fentiment. 


LETTRE  XIV^. 

A JIADAME  « » 

ALonJrcs,  cc  24jujn,  V.  S.  1745; 

IL  eft  bien  flatteur  pour  moi,  madame,  de  voir,  que  vous  vous  ap- 
percevez  fculcment  de  mon  filence;  ct  il  nae  I'eft  d'autant  plus 
qu’il  faut  necelTaircmcnt  que  ce  Ibit  la  juftice  que  vous  rcadez  a mes 
fentiniens,  et  non  ma  nuanierc  de  les  expriraer,  qui  me  procure  cette 
attention.  Je  vous  aurois  icrit  il  y a longtems,  ft  un  nombre  infini 
de  differentes  affaires  m’efit  laiffe  quelquc-s  momens  i mon  dioix; 
mais  ma  part  d la  regence  d’ici,  et  les  aft'aircs  d’lrlande,  ou  je  vats  en 
fix  feraaines,  accablcnt  un  pareffeux  comme  moi,  qui  fouhaitcrois  de 
jKifler  ma  vie  dans  ime  tranquillitc  parfaite,  ct  fans  autres  foins  que 
ceux  de  la  fociet^  et  de  I'amifie. 


Vous- 
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Lou  have  feiit  me,  madam,  the  moft  perfedl  contraft  in  the  world, 
your  own  letter,  and  the  prefident  C — ’s  I'lKjech.  Perfpicuity  at- 
tends all  you  lay,  and  the  prefident  fets  off  your  cbiaro  by  an  in- 
imitable ofeuro.  Surely  that  good  man  muft  have  long  racked  his 
brain  to  bs  fuch  a proficient  in  nonfenle.  God  never  intended  that 
man  lltoidd  think  in  that  manner,  any  more  than  that  he  fliould 
walk  upon  his  hands,  with  liis  feet  upwards;  yet,  by  dint  of  labour, 
Ibme  jieri'ons  have  attained  to  both  thefe  accomplillaments.  This 
nonfenle  however,  which  you  lavigh  at  in  France,  and  which  would 
be  equally  laughed  at  in  England,  if  it  were  tranllated  into  Italian 
or  Spanilh,  wotdd  be  the  admiration  of  both  thofe  nations,  where 
nothing  more  accurate  or  clear  has  been  written  for  thefe  tevo  hun- 
dred years  part.  I am  fine  Voltaire’s  jxicra*  is  not  of  this  kind;  it 
is  extremely  exa£i,  and  I have  not  yet  fecn  any  news-paper,  where 
the  lirt  of  the  killed  and  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Fontenoy  was  more 
faithfully  or  more  limply  fjjedfied.  I fancy  it  is  by  chance  that  fo 
accurate  an  account  happens  to  l>e  in  verfc ; and  I fuppofe  Voltaire, 
like  Ovid,  writes  \erfes  without  intending  it.  1 think  he  has  given 
us  a much  better  defeription,  in  profe,  of  the  battles  of  Narva  and 
Pultowa ; for  prole  is  much  fitter  for  hiftory. 

I can  aflure  you,  I wilh  for  peace  as  much  as  you  io;  and  I beheve, 
if  you  and  1 were  to  fet  about  it,  it  would  foon  be  concluded : but 
as,  unfortuixately,  it  is  not  abfolutely  in  our  choice,  how  can  it  lie 
brought  alxnit?  You  want  to  have  it  your  own  way,  which  would 
by  no  means  fuit  us.  We  w ant  an  equitable  ix;;ice,  you  arc  for  an 
advantageous  one;  lb  that  I am  afraid  it  is  further  off  than  ever. 
We  -aim  at  nothing  but  the  liberty  and  lafety  of  Euroi^e,  you 
feek  jiothing  but  the  advancement  of  your  own  defpoiifm ; how  then 
can  we  agree?  Only  leave  our  queen  what  belongs  to  her,  and  what 
you  yourfclvcs  have  guaranteed,  and  do  not  alk  for  yours  + what  docs 
not  belong  to  her;  and  then  we  might  hope  for  an  accommodation. 

May  I prefumc,  madam,  to  put  your  friendlhip  to  the  trial,  to  con- 
fult,  to  employ,  to  plague  you,  about  an  affair  that  nearly  concerns 
me  ? Methinks  you  anfwcr,  yes ; fo  to  come  to  the  point,  this  is  the 
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Vous  m’avez  envoye,  matlamc,  le  plus  parfait  contrafte  du  moncle, 
TOtre  lettre,  et  le  clifcours  de  monficur  le  prefident  C.  . . La  clartc 
attompagne  tout  ce  que  vous  ditcs,  et  monlkur  le  prefident  relcve 
votre  cbiaro  d’un  ofcuro  unique.  II  faut  que  ce  bon  hommc  le  Ibit 
donne  la  torture  bien  longtems  i»ur  parvenir  ace  point  de  jHa'I'etilion 
dans  le  galimatias.  Dieu  n'a  jamais  eu  I’intcntioit  quo  Thommc  jx:n- 
filt  de  Li  forte,  tomme  il  n’a  pas  voulu  non  plus  qu’on  marchat  fun 
les  mains  avec  les  pieds  en  fair;  mais,  moyennant  le  travail,  il  y a- 
des  gens  qui  font  venus  a bout  de  I’un  et  de  I’autre.  As'ec  tout  cela, 
ce  galimatias  dont  on  fe  mocque  chez  vous,  et  dont  on  fe  mocqueroit 
^galement  ici,  traduit  en  Italien  ou  en  Efpagnol,  I'eroit  robjet  de 
I’admiration  de  ces  deux  nations,  ou  depuis  de\ix  ccns-  ans  on  n’a  rieii 
ecrit  de  plus  Julie,  ou  de  plus  clair.  Le  ptkme  de  Voltaire  * n’elt 
iiirement  pas  dans  ce  genre;  il  eft  d’une  grande  juftefle,  et  Je  n’ai  pas> 
encore  vu  de  gazette,  dans  laquelle  la  lifte  des  morts  et  des  bleftes,  k 
la  bataille  de  Fontenoy,  ait  etc  plus  fidelement  et  plus  fimplemcntr 
detaillce;  je  m’imagine  que  ce  n’eft  que  par  hazanl  tpi’une  relation- 
fi  exafle  eft  en  vers  ; et  apparemment.  Voltaire,  comme  Ovide,  fait  des- 
vers  fans  y penfer.  Je  trouve  qu’il  a beaucoup  mieux  ecrit  les  re- 
lations des  bataiUes  de  Narva  et.  de  Pultowa  en  profe,  puifque  la  prol'e 
convicnt  beaucotqi  plus  iLl’hiftoire. 

Je  vous  affure  que  je  Ibuhaite  la  paix  tout  autant  que  vous ; ct  je 
crois  que  s’il  ne  tenoit  qu’a  nous  deux  de  la  faire,  elle  feroit  bicntbt 
faite;  mais  comme  malheiu'eufemcnt  elle  ne  depend  pas  abfolument- 
de  nous,  le  moyen.  de  I’avoir  ? vous  la  voulez  votre  mcxle,  ce  qui  nc 
nous  conviendroit  nullcmcnt;  nous  la  voulons  equitable,  vous  la 
voulez  avantageufc,.de  forte  que  je  crains  qu’elle  ne  foil  pluscloignte' 
que  jamais.  Nous  ne.  cherchons  que  la  libertc,  ct  la  furet6  dc 
I’Europc,  vous  n’y  cherchez  que  votre  defpotifme;  comment  done- 
slaccordcr?  Laillez  feulement  i notre  reine  ce  qui  lui  ap|xirticnt,  ct 
que  vous  lui  avez  garanti,.  et  ne  demandez  pas  pour  la  vbtre  f , ce  qui 
ne  lui  appartient  nullement,  et  alors  on  pourroit  s’accommoder. 

Me  feroit-il  permis,  madarae,  d’abufer  de  votre  araitie,  et  de  vous- 
otnfulter,  dc  vous  employer,  ct  de  vous  etuiuyer,  fur  un  affaire  qui 
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thing.  I have  a Ixiy  who  is  now  thirteen.  I will  freely  own  to 
yon,  that  he  is  not  a legitimate  child;  but  liis  mother  is  a gentle- 
woman, and  has'fhcwn  a partiality  for  me  Iteyond  my  ded'erts.  As 
for  the  boy,  I may  be  prejudiced  in  his  favour,  but  1 think  him 
amiable.  His  ix;rlbn  is  pretty,  he  is  very  Iprightly,  and  docs  not 
feem  to  want  fenle  for  his  age.  Up  fix-aks  French  jxrfeiitly  w'cll, 
knows  a good  deal  of  Latin  and  Greek,  and  is  thoroughly  acquainted 
with  ancient  and  moilern  hirtory.  1 le  is  now  at  fchool,  where  I in- 

tend to  keep  him  till  May  next:  but  as,  in  our  fchools,  anil  indeed 
in  this  country,  little  care  is  taken  to  form  the  morals  and  manners 
of  young  j>eople,  and  as  moll  of  them  arc  lilly,  aukw  ard,  and  rude, 
in  fliort,  fuch  as  you  lee  them  when  they  come  to  Paris,  at  the  age 
of  twenty  or  twenty-one,  I w ill  not  let  my  boy  (lay  here  long  enough 
to  contradl  thole  bad  h:ibits,  which,  once  taken,  are  feldom  lhaken 
off;  therefore  at  fourteen  I lhall  fend  him  to  Paris,  and  put  him  to 
Ixrard  in  fome  fubllantial  family ; but  as  he  w ill  be  llill  very  young, 
and  w ill  not  have  nearly  completed  his  neceffary  lludics,  I lhall  fend 
an  Englilhman  along  with  him,  a man  of  umfuminate  eriulition, 
who  w ill  keep  up  and  improve  his  Latin  and  Greek,  and  teach  him 
logic,  rhetoric,  and  a little  philoliiphy.  This  learned  man  will  have 
him  entirely  under  his  government  at  home,  and  all  the  mornitig; 
but  :is  he  is  not  altogether  qualified  to  polilli  his  manners,  or,  if  you 
will,  to  give  him  the  ton  of  goml  company,  wlrich,  however,  is  highly 
nereffary,  and  ]x;rhaps  as  fcrviceablc  as  all  the  Greek  and  Latin  of 
monlicur  V'adiust,  could  not  1 get  at  Paris  fome. man,  or  limie  ablx, 
who  (for  money  which  I Ihould  gladly  give)  would  unilcTtakc  the 
tare  of  the  lad  from  four  in  the  afternoon;  who  could  carry  him  to 
the  play,  to  the  oirera,  and  even  attend  him  to  yOurhiHife,  if  you 
would  give  him  leave  to  wait  on  you?  As  I am  infinitely  fond  of  this 
child,  and  fliall  take  a pride  in  making  fomething  of  him,  fince  1 
believe  the  m.aterials  are  good,  my  notion  is  to  unite  in  him  wdiat  I 
have  never  yet  met  with  in  any  one  individual ; I mean,  what  is  bell 
in  lx)th  nations.  For  this  purpofe,  I intend  him  his  learned  Engliflt- 

♦ The  rev,  Mr.  Hartc  ; to  whom*,  in  n turn  for  his  excellent  care  of  his  pupil,  lord  Cbcftcr- 
Cc!il  procured  a eanunry  at  Windlbr. 

1 Owe  of  the  c)iara£\crs  in  Molierc’s  play,  IntlUcd  La  Ftmmti ftvanttt* 

man^ 
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m’int^refle  tr^s  fenfiblement  ? II  me  femble  que  vous  me  rdponde/. 
qu’oui ; je  vais  done  au  fait ; le  voici.  J’ai  un  garqon,  qui  h cette  heure 
atreize  ans;  je  vous  avouerai  nature! lemeiit  qu’il  n'eft  pas  legitime, 
mais  fa  mere  eft  unc  perfoniie  bien  n^e,  et  qui  a eu  des  booths  pour 
moi  que  je  ne  meritois  pas.  Pour  le  gar^on,  peut-fitre  eft-cc  pre- 
\xntion,  mais  je  le  trouve  aimable ; e’eft  une  jolie  figure,  il  a beau- 
coup  de  vivacity,  etje  crois  de  I’efprit  pour  fon  age.  11  parle  Fran- 
(^is  parfaitement,  il  fait  bcaucoup  de  Latin  et  de  Grec,  et  il  a ITiiftoire 
ancienne  et  modeme  au  bout  des  doigts.  Il  eft  ^-prifent  i I’^cole, 
ou  jecompte  de  le  tenir  jufqu’au  mois  de  Mai  qui  vient;  maiscomme 
aux  6colcs  ici,  et  mfime  il  faut  ajouter,  diins  ce  pais  ici,  on  ne 
fonge  pas  k former  les  moeurs  ou  les  mani^res  des  jeunes  gens,  et 
qu’ils  font  prefque  tous  nigauds,  gauches  et  impolis,  enfin  tels  que 
vous  les  voyez  quand  ils  viennent  k Paris  i Page  de  vingt  ou  vingt 
et  un  an ; j e ne  veux  pas  que  mon  gar<^n  refte  affez  ici  pour  prendre 
ce  mauvais  pli,  dont  on  ne  fe  d^fait  gu^res,  des  qu’il  eft  imc  fois  pris. 
C’eft  pourquoi  quand  il  aura  quatorze  ans,  je  comptc  de  I’envoyer  i 
Paris,  et  le  mettre  en  penfion  en  quelque  bonne  maifon  bourgeoife; 
mais  comme  il  fera  alors  tr^s  jeune,  et  qu’il  n’aura  pas  i beaucoup 
pr^  fini  les  Etudes  n^eflaires,  j’enverrai  avec  lui  un  Anglois*d’une 
Erudition  confomm^e,  qui  continuera  et  augmentera  fon  Latin  ct 
fon  Grec,  et  qui  lui  enfeignera  en  mfime  terns  fa  logique,  fa  rheto- 
rique,  et  un  p>cu  de  philofophie.  Ce  favant  en  fera  le  maitre  ab- 
folu,  dans  la  maifon,  et  toutes  les  matinees ; mais  comme  il  -ne  fera 
gu^res  propre  a lui  donner  des  manieres,  ou  fi  vous  le  voulez  le  ton 
de  la  bonne  compagnie,  chofe  pourtant  tres  neceflaire,  et  peut-^re 
aufli  utile  que  tout  le  Grec  ct  le  Latin  de  monfieur  Vadiust,  ne  pour- 
rois-je  pas  trouver  a Paris  quelque  homme,  ou  quelque  abbe,  qui 
(moyennant  de  I’argent  que  je  lui  donnerois  volonticrs)  fc  chargeroit 
du  foin  du  garqon  depuis  quatre  heures  l’.aprds-midi ; qui  le  mene- 
roit  aux  comWies,  aux  operas,  et  meme  cliez  vous,  fi  vous  vouliez 
bien  lui  en  accorder  la  permiflion.’  Comme  j’aime  infiniment  cet  en- 
fant, et  que  je  me  pique  d’en  faire  quelque  chofe  de  bon,  puifquc  je 
crois  que  I’^toffc  y eft,  mon  idee  eft  de  r^unir  en  fa  p>erfonne  ce  que 
jufqu’ici  je  n’ai  jamais  trouv^  en  la  meme  perfonne;  jc  veux  dire,  cc 
qu’il  y a de  meilleur  des  deux  nations.  C’eft  pourquoi  je  luidettine  fon 
VoL.  II.  H pWant 
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man,  who  is  likcwfe  a man  of  fenfc,  for  the  folid  learning  I would 
have  Irim  pollefled  of,  and  his  French  afternoon  tutor,  to  give  him, 
with  the  help  of  the  companies  into  which  he  will  introduce  him, 
that  eafe,  thofe  manners,  thofe  graces,  which  certainly  are  no  w here 
to  be  found  but  in  France. 

Having  thus  laid  open  my  plan,  T muft  intreat  you,  madam,  to  tell 
me  whether  it  is  pradlicable,  and  to  inform  me  how  1 am  to  go  about 
it.  Could  you  find  out  fuch  a man,  in  whom  1 could  alifolutely  con- 
fide.^ And  will  you  be  kind  enough  to  inquire  for  a tlecent  family 
who  would  be  willing  to  take  him?  And,  if  1 may  prelume  to  afk 
it,  will  you  permit  him  fomctimes  to  be  your  page  in  an  es’ening,  to 
give  out  the  cards,  to  prelent  the  coffee,  and  reach  the  chairs  ? That 
indeed  wotild  be  his  belt  fchool,  but  I dare  not  fo  much  as  think  of 
it.  As  the  circumllance  of  his  birth  might  be  prejudicial  to  him  in 
the  opinion  of  fome,  I think  it  is  bell  not  to  dividgc  it,  but  to  give 
out  he  is  a nephew  of  mine,  as  the  cardinals  do.  In  this  too  1 will 
be  guided  by  you. 

You  lee  plainly,  madam,  both  by  the  length  and  the  contents  of 
this  letter,  how  greatly  I rely  on  your  friendlliip,  or  rather  how 
fhamefully  I intrude  upon  it;  but  I am  fo  consanced  of  it,  riiat  I 
flaould  think  an  ajxjlogy  was  out  of  charatRer,  and  if  unfortunately 
I was  millaken,  ajwlogies  would  avail  me  nothing,  fo  I fhall  make 
none,  and  wifli  you  a good  night. 


LETTER  XV. 

TO  Tins  SAME. 

London,  July  s6,  O.  S.  1745; 

"^J^ONE  but  yourfelf,  madam,  could  have  not  only  pardoned  my 
indiferetion,  but  even  humored  it.  You  enter  into  my  little 
concerns  as  if  they  were  your  own ; and  you  feek  that  trouble,  which 
vulgar  friends  would  find  means  to  be  excufed  from,  and  yet  keep 
up  the  apjjearance  of  friendfhip.  I feel  this  the  more,  as  I am  con- 
vinced that  true  friendfhip  is  better  diihnguifhed  in  fmall  than  in 
great  things.  We  dare  not  be  wanting  in  the  great  duties  of  friend- 
a - fttip; 
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pedant  Anglois,  qui  eft  d’ailleurs  horame  d’el'prit,  pour  I’^rudition  fo- 
lide  que  je  lui  voudrois,  et  Ion  precepteur  Francois  des  apres-diners, 
pour  lui  donner,  avec  le  fecours  des  compagnies  ou  il  jxjurra  le  mcner, 
cette  tournurc  ail'ee,  ces  manieres,  ces  agrdmens,  que  I'urement  on  ue 
trouve  qu’en  France.  Vous  ayant  ainli  expliqu^  mon  idee,  ayez  la 
Ixjnte  de  me  dire,  madame,  ft  vous  croyez  qu’il  y ak  moyen  de  la  rcni- 
plir,  et  dem’indiquer  comment.  Pourriez-vous  trouver  un  tel  homme, 
I'ur  lequel  on  pourroit  abfolument  fe  repofer?  Voudriez-vous  avoir 
aufti  la  bont6  de  vous  informer  de  quelque  bonne  maifon  bourgeoil'e, 
oil  il  y auroit  une  famiUe  honn^te,  pour  I’y  placer. > Et,  fij’ole  ledc- 
raander,  voudriez-vous  bien  lui  iiermettre  d’etre  quelque  fois  votre 
page  chez  vous  le  foir,  |»ur  donner  les  cartes,  le  caffe,  et  les  chail'es  ? 
En  ce  cas  la,  ce  feroitbien  I'ameilleure  ecole,  maisje  n'ofe  pas  i'eulc- 
ment  y penlcr.  Comme  fa  naiffance  pourroit  lui  nuire  chez  de  ccr- 
taines  gens,  je  crois  qu’il  vaut  mieux  ne  la  pas  declarer,  et  le  don- 
ner pour  mon  neveu,  felon  rexempl'e  des  cardinaux;  en  cela  aulli 
vous  me  dirigerez. 

Vous  voyez  bien,  madame,  et  par  la  longueur  et  par  le  contenu 
de  cette  lettre,  a quel  point  je  compte  fur  votre  amitie,  ou  pour  mieux 
<lirc,  a quel  point  j'en  abufe;  mais,  convaincu  comme  j’en  fuis,  les 
excufes  feroient  deplacees,  et  fi  malheureufe  ment  je  m’y  trompois,  les 
excufes  ne  me  ferriroient  de  rien,  je  ne  vous  en  fais  done  point,  et 
je  vous  donne  le  bon  foir. 

LETTRE  XV. 

A t A M i M Ai. 

A Loadi'cs,  cc  a6  Juilhrt,  V.  S.  1745* 

T L n’y  a que  vous,  madame,  qui  auroit  pu  non  leulement  par- 
* donner  mon  indiferetion,  mais  meme  vous  y printer.  Vous 
entrez  dans  mes  petits  details  comme  Tils  vous  etoient  perfonnels, 
et  vous  recherchez  des  foins,  dont  les  amis  vulgairc-s  trouveroient 
bien  moyen  de  Texcufer,  fans  pourtant  blcffer  les  apparences  de 
I’amitie.  J’y  fuis  d’autant  plus  feniible,  que  je  fuis  perfuad^  que  la 
veritable  amitie  fe  diftinguc  plus  dans  les  petites  chofes  que 
dans  les  grandes.  On  n’ofe  pas  manquer  aux  grands  devoirs 
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fhip  ; OTir  reputation  would  fulfer  too  much  ; but  then,  we  often  ful- 
fil them  more  from  fcllilhnefs  than  from  fentimcnt,  whereas  a thou- 
fand  pretences  might  be  found  out  to  avoid  little  attentions,  which 
would  appear  very  troublefome,  if  fentiment  did  not  make  them  even 
ilclightful.  I will  confefs  to  you,  that  my  fondnefs,  or,  if  you  will, 
my  foible  for  this  boy,  is  fuch,  that  I am  infinitely  more  anxious 
for  him  than  I am  for  myfelf,  and  1 fliall  always  confider  the  leali  kind- 
nefs  done  to  him,  as  the  moft  folid  and  the  moft  flattering  mark  of 
your  friendlhip  for  me.  With  regard  to  the  time  of  his  going  to 
Paris,  that,  as  you  obferve,  will  certainly  dejiend  ujx>n  the  peace, 
and  if  it  is  not  concluded  witltin  a twelvemonth,  I mult  think  of 
putting  him  fomewhere  clfe.  In  that  cafe,  I have  fome  thoughts  of 
fending  him  to  Geneva ; but  if  we  have  peace  before  that  time, 
wlrich  1 wifli  on  many  otlier  accounts,  I think  Paris  is  the  only  place 
to  form  his  manners.  As  for  the  boarding  houfe,  I leave  that  en- 
tirely to  you,  and  it  will  be  no*  hard  matter ; but  I am  very  fenfible 
of  the  difficulties  you  point  out  with  regard  to  the  tutor,  who  is  to  give 
the  polifli.  I am  by  no  means  bent  upon  his  being  an  abbe,  or  a 
man  of  learning ; I would  have  a man  of  fenfe,  whether  a church- 
man or  a layman,  one  who  has  feen  the  world,  of  a genteel  ap- 
pearance, and  fit  to  prefent  the  boy  to  good  comp)any,  and  teach 
him  the  behaviour  of  people  of  faffiion.  I (hould  rather  wifh  that 
he  would  take  the  trouble  to  read  over  modern  hiftory  and  fome 
works  of  genius  with  him,  in  order  to  inftruil  liim  in  the  knowledge 
of  fa£ls,  and  to  form  his  tafte  at  the  fame  time.  The  Englilh  tutor 
I fliall  fend  with  him  is  a perfe<fl;  ftorehoufe  of  Greek  and  Latin 
erudition,  and  in  this  light  will  be  good  company  for  abbe  Sallier, 
but  he  is  by  no  means  calculated  to  introduce  his  pupil  to  the  poUte 
world,  or  even  to  attend  him  thither.  At  his  age,  he  cannot 
poffibly  go  alone,  efpedally  to  the  play  and  opera,  and  yet  it  is  fit 
he  Ihould  go  there  fometimes.  If  fuch  a man  is  to  be  had,  you 
are  the  beft  judge  I know,  and  I may  very  fafely  rely  on  your 
choice.  I hope  he  will  not  pretend  to  talk  to  him  about  religion  ; 
that  would  be  ruining  the  boy  in  this  world,  and  certainly  would 
not  make  him  amends  in  the  next.  I am  quite  of  your  mind,  that 
his  birth  flrould  be  concealed,  and  that,  for  that  purpofe,.  I had 

better 
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de  on  y perdroit  trop  du  c6t6  de  la  reputation,  mais 

aufli  on  les  remplit  fouvent  plus  par  interfet,  que  par  fenti- 
ment,  au  lieu  qull  y a mille  pr^textcs  honn^tes  pour  ^viter  Ics 
petites  attentions,  qui  I'eroient  tres  erabarraflantes  et  incommodei, 
fi  le  fentiment  ne  leur  donnoit  mfeme  des  charraes.  Je  vous  avoue 
que  mon  aflFe^lion,  ou  fi  vous  le  votdez,  ma  fbibleflc  pour  cc 
garqon,  fait  que  tout  ce  qui  lui  arrive  m’eft  infiniment  plus  fenfibi'e 
que  tout  ce  qui  me  pourroit  arriver  a moi-mfeme,  et  me  fera  tou* 
jours  envifager  vos  moindres  bontes  jxjuf  lui,  comme  les  marques 
les  plus  folides  et  les  plus  flatteufes  dc  votre  amiti6  pour  moi.  Par 
rapport  k fon  arriv6e  a Paris,  cela  depend  ftirement,  comme  vous 
dites,  de  la  paix,  et  fi  clle  ne  fc  fait  pas  dans  un  an  d'ici,  il  faudra 
fonger  a le  placer  ailleurs  en  attendant ; et  en  ce  cas  la  je  fonge  a 
Geneve,  mais  fi  la  paix  fe  fait  avant  ce  terns  la,  ce  que  par  mille  autres 
raifons  je  fouhaite,  je  tiens  quH  n*y  a que  Paris  pour  le  bien  former; 
Pour  la  maifon  od  vous  comptez  de  le  placer  en  penfion,  je  m’en 
remets  entierement  i vous,  et  cela  ne  I'era  pas  difficile ; mais  je 
conqois  bien  les  difficult^s  que  vous  me  montrez  au  fujet  du  poliffeur; 
Je  nc  m’obftine  nullement  ni  k un  abb^,  ni  a un  favant ; je 
demande  feulement  un  homme  d’efprit,  foit  la’ique,  foit  eccl^fiaftique, 
qui  edt  du  monde,  et  qui  ^tant  prefentable  lui  meme,  pourroit  pre- 
fenter  le  garqon  dans  les  bonnes  compagnies,  et  lui  donner  le  ton 
des  honnfites  gens.  Je  ferois  bien  aife  auffi  qu’il  voulut  lire  avea 
lui  I’hiftoire  modeme,  et  les  ouvrages  d’efprit,  pour  en  mdme  teins 
llnftruire  des  faits,  et  lui  former  le  gout.  Son  Anglois,  qui  fera 
avec  lui,  eft  un  magazin  d’erudition  Grccque  et  Latine,  et  de  ce  c6te 
la  ne  deplaira  pas  a l’abb4  Sallicr ; mais  il  ne  iwurra  jamais-  llntro- 
duire,  ni  mfime  I’accompagncr  chez  les  gens  du  monde.  A fon 
age  il  eft  impoffible  qu’il  y aille  feul,  furtout  aux  operas  et  aux  co- 
mbes, ou  neanmoins  il  eft  bon  qu’il  aille  quelqucfois.  Si  un  tel. 
homme  eft  a avoir,  vous  en  jugerez  mieux  que  jx;rlbnnc,  et  je  ni’en 
rapporte  en  toute  furet^  k votre  choix.  J’cfpere  qu’il  ne  fe  melera 
pas  de  lui  parler  au  fujet  de  la  religion,  puifque  ce  feroit  miner  le 
garqon  dans  ce  monde  icr,  et  fdrement  fans  dedommagement  dans 
Tautre.  Je  fuis  entierement  de  votre  avis  que  fa  naiflance  foit 
abfolument  cachde,  et  que  dans  ^cette  vtte,  il  vaut  mieux  que  je 
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better  be  faid  to  be  a more  diftant  relation,  and  his  guardian,  than 

bis  uncle-;  however,  I would  not  impofe  upon  monfieur  de  M i 

I honor  him  too  nvuch  to  deceive  him  ; and  would  rather  forego  all 
the  advantages  that  might  accrue  to  the  lad  by  being  his  Ion’s 
errand-boy,  than  to  obtain  them  by  a fraud. 

1 have  ordered  my  equen'v,  who  is  a thorough  judge  of  horfes, 
to  look  for  one  all  over  England,  which  may  anlwer  the  purjx>le 
■of  the  duke  of  Nevers  * as  nearly  as  ixrffible.  If  any  thing  could 
give  additional  weight  to  yom  orders,  it  would  be  the  pleafure 
■of  thinking  I could  be  in  the  leaft  fercdceable  to  a perfon  of  fuch 
known  merit  as  the  duke  of  Nevers.  I have  often  lamented  that  I 
hail  not  the  honor  and  pleafure  of  a perfonal  acquaintance  with 
him  during  my  fliort  ttay  at  Paris.  I fliall  certainly  do  my  utmoll 
■to  exeemte  his  commillion  ; but  to  find  juft  fuch  a horfe  as  he 
wants,  I am  afraid  he  mull  be  looked  for  with  a candle  and  lan- 
thovn  in  broad  day-light,  as  the  philofopher  looked  for  a man. 
1 queftion  whether  it  would  not  be  eafier  to  find  a wife  for  another 
man  than  a horfe,  becaufe  perhaps  he  can  better  do  without  one, 
and  makes  lefs  ufe  of  her.  When  I meet  with  one,  I will  fend 
him  to  Mr.  Wolters  at  Rotterdam,  and  you  will  be  pleafed  imme- 
diately to  direct  fomc  perfon  to  go  to  the  faid  Wolters,  and  tell  him 
he  is  the  man  who  is  commillioned  to  receive  the  horfe  from 
the  perfon  I fend  as  foon  as  he  is  landed. 

1 fhall  fet  out  for  Ireland  in  three  weeks ; but  the  letters  you 
will  honor  me  with,  may  be  dire<fted  to  me  at  London  as  ufual ; 
they  afford  me  too  much  pleafure  not  to  take  all  imaginable  jire- 
cautions  that  not  one  may  be  loft.  Adieu,  madam ; 1 am  fiu’e 
I tire  you. 


LETTER  XVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  November  28,  O.  S.  1746* 

r Thank  you,  madam,  and  limply  thank  you,  becaufe  it  is 
from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  for  your  kind  concern  for 

* Faiher  to  the  prtfent  duke  dc  Nivcrnoii.  He  xru  a noblemM  of  gt««t  merit,  fcTcral  year* 
older  than  lord  Chcllcrficld.  • 

my 
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paffe  pour  un  parent  plus  et  fon  tuteur,  que  pour  fon 

oncle,  miiis  pourtant  je  ne  voudrois  pas  en  impofer  i monfieur  dc 

M que  j’  honore  trop  pour  ceJa,  et  j'aimerois  mieux  re- 

noncer  k tous  les  avantages  qui  refultcrcient  au  ganjon  d’&re  Le  ga— 
lopin  de  monfieur  fon  fils  que  ilen  profiter  par  abus." 

J’ai  ordonn^  k mon  ecuyei',  qui  fe  connoit  parfaitcment  cn 
chevaux,  d’cn  chercher  tin  par  toute  I’Anglcterre,  qui  reponde 
autant  qu’il  eft  ixjftible  aux  befoins  de  monfieur  de  Nevers  : fi 
quelque  chofe  pouvoit  ajoutcr  du  {xiids  i vos  ordrcs  aupres  dc  moi, 
ce  feroit  Ic  plaifir  de  pouvoir  6trc  utile  dans  la  moindrc  chofe  i unc 
perfonne  du  merite  reconnu  de  moniieur  dc  Nevers.  J’ai  millc 
fois  regrett^  de  n’avoir  pas  cu  L’honneur  et  le  plaifir  de  I’avoir 
connu  perfonellement  pendant  mon  petit  fejour  k Paris ; je  me 
ferai  fiiiremcnt  une  affaire  de-  reuftir-  dans  fa  commiflion,,  mats 
pour  trouver  un  cheval  precifement  tel  qu’il  le  demandc,  je  crains 
qu’il  faudra  Ic  chercher  avec  une  lanterne  cn  plein  jour^  comme  le 
philofophe  chcrchoit  un  horame  ; je  ne  fais  pas  mtme  Til  ne  feroit 
pas  plus  facile  de  trouver  unc  femme  pour  un  autre,  qu'un  cheval,. 
parccque  peut-^tre  elle  eft  muins  necelTaire,  et  qu’on  Pen  fert 
moins.  Qtiand  j’en  aurai  trouv^  un,  je  I’enverrai  k monfieur  Wolters 
a Rotterdam,  et  vous  aurez  la  bonte  immediatement  de  faire  dire  a 
quclqu\m  de  Pannoncer  au  dit  Wolters,  pour  I’homme  qui  doit  rece— 
voir  le  cheval  d*cntre  fes  mains  desqu’il  arrivera. 

Je  pars  pour  nrlande  en  trois  femaines,  mais  addrelTez  moi  les 
lettres  dont  vous  voudrez  bien  m'honorer,  a Londres,  comme 
I’ordinaire  : elks  me  font  trop  de  plaifir  pour  que  je  ne  prenne  pas  . 
toutes  les  precautions  ixiffibles  pour  n’en  jias  perdre  une.  Adieu,, 
madamc ; je  vous  accable. 


LETTER  XVI.. 

A LA  MEME. 

A LonJrcs,  ce  28  Vote.  V.  S.  174^. 

T E vous  rcmercie,  madame,  tout  fimpleracnt,  parce  que  e’eft 
^ du  fond  de  mon  coeur,  dc  I’interet  que  voulez  bien  prendre  a 
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my  health,  j which  is  tolerably  reftored,  in  fpite  of  all  the  pains 
the  faculty  have  taken,  having  made  me  go  through  all  the  forms. 

Your  friend  is  enlarged,  upon  hi*  parole,  as  are  all  the  other 
ofliccrs,  fo  that  you  lie  under  no  particular  obligation  to  me  on 
that  fcore.  I cannot  tell  whether  they  are  gone  yet,  but  I know 
tliey  only  waited  for  a cartel  Ihip.  Do  me  the  favour,  madam, 
to  prefent  my  moll  humble  refpedls  to  madame  de  Martel,  and 
tell  her  Ihe  has  done  me  a real  pleafure  in  honoring  me  with  her 
commands,  and  that  I fent  her  letter  to  her  fon  the  moment  I 
received  it,  accompanied  with  one  of  my  own,  to  offer  him  my 
fen  ice,  and  to  beg  he  will  not  fpare  me.  I long  to  receive  the 
orders  you  promife  me  in  your  laft,  becaufe  you  fay  they  relate 
to  fomething  that  perfonally  concerns  you.  Good  night,  madam  ; 
I am  obliged,  much  againlt  my  will,  to  detain  you  no  longer. 


LETTER  XVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Dec.  a,  O.  S.  1 746. 

OU  always  contrive,  madam,  to  leave  your  friends  and  fervants 
no  other  merit  than  that  of  gratitude.  I am  an  inftance  of  this. 
I had  the  pen  in  my  hand  to  communicate  to  you  the  change  of  my 
<leRination,  as  to  the  perfon  in  the  world  whom  I wilh  to  dillinguilh 
by  my  firll  attentions,  when  I received  the  honor  of  yoxir  letter  of  the 
26th  of  laft  month,  in  which  you  fo  kindly  exprefs  your  joy  on  the 
oocafion.  That  letter,  the  moll  delightful  and  moll  friendly  one 
that  ever  was  written,  gave  me  fuch  emotions  of  pleafure,  and  at  the 
fame  time  of  confufion,  as  I cannot  exprefs.  This  obUged  me  to 
alter  my  firll  plan,  as  you  was  beforehand  with  me,  and  left  me  no- 
thing but  gratitude;  as  for  this  fentiment,  be  affured,  madam,  it  is  true 
and  lively. 

Here  am  I then  removed  from  an  honorable  and  lucrative  poll, 
that  could  be  filled  without  taking  up  too  much  of  that  time  which 
1 love  to  devote  to  the  fweets  of  fociety,  or  even  to  my  own  lazinefs. 

1 cn- 
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ma  fant6,  qui  eft  paflablemcnt  bicii  retablic,  malgr^  tons  les  foiiis 
cle  la  faculte,  qui  m’a  traite  dans  toutes  les  formes. 

Votre  ami  eft  relache  fur  fa  parole,  auffi  bien  que  tons  les  autres 
officiers,  de  far, on  que  vous  ne  m’en  avez  point  d’obligation  par- 
tiailierc.  Je  ne  puis  pas  vous  dire  fils  font  encore  partis,  mais 
jc  fais  qu’ils  n’attcndoicnt  jxmr  cela  qu’un  vaiffeau  de  cartel 
Ayez  la  bontc,  madame,  d’aflurer  madame  de  Martel  de  nies  ties 
htimbles  refi5e(fts,  et  de  lui  dire  qu’elle  m'a  fair  un  viiritable 
plaifir  en  me  chargeant  de  fes  ordres ; (juc  j’ai  envoy^  fa  lettre  dans 
le  moment  que  je  I’ai  rc(;ue  d monlieur  Ion  fils,  I’accompagnant 
d’une  de  ma  part,  jx)ur  lui  offrir  mes  ifervites,  et  pour  le  prior  <le 
ne  me  pas  menager.  Je  languis  de  recevoir  les  ordres  que  vous 
me  promettez  dans  votre  dernierc,  parce  que  vous  me  dites  que 
e’eft  fur  quelque  chofe  qui  vous  regarde  jjerfonnellement.  Bon 
foir,  madame,  Je  fuis  oblige  bien  malgre  moi  de  ne  vous  plus  retenir. 


L E T T U E XVII. 

ALA  M E M E. 

A Londrci,  ce  2 Dec.  V.  S.  1746, 

'|'\E  la  facon  quo  vous  vous  y prenez  toujours,  madame,  vous  ne 
laiftez  a vos  amis  et  ferviteurs  que  le  feul  merite  de  la  recoii- 
noilTance.  J’en  fuis  un  exemple ; j’avois  la  phune  a la  main  pour  vous 
communiquer,  comme  a la  i^erfonne  du  monde  d laquelle  je  fouhaite 
de  temoigner  par  preference  mes  premieres  attentions,  le  changc- 
ment  de  ma  deftination,  quand  je  requs  I’honneur  de  votre  lettre  du 
26  paffe,  qui  me  marquoit  d’une  maniere  fi  flattcufe  la  part  que  vous 
y preniez.  Cette  lettre,  la  plus  aimablc,  et  la  plus  amicale  qui  a!t  ja- 
mais ete  icrite,  me  caufa  des  mouvemens  de  plaifir,  et  en  m^rme  terns 
tic  honfe,  que  je  ne  puis  pas  vous  exprimer.  11  me  fallut  d’abord 
changer  mon  premier  arrangement ; prevenu  comme  je  I'etois,  et 
honteux  de  n’avoirque  la  rcconnoiflance  en  partage;  pour  cettc  re- 
connoillancc,  foyez  perfuadee,  madame,  qu'elle  eft  vraie  et  vive. 

Me  void  done  tire  d’un  iwfte  honorable,  lucratif,  et  dont  les  fonc- 
tions  ne  prenoient  pas  trop  fur  le  terns,  que  j’aimc  a donner  aux  tlon- 
ceurs  de  la  fociete,  ou  meme  de  la  parefl’e.  J’y  avois  en  meme  terns 
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I enjoyed  at  once  both  leifurc  and  dignity.  Whereas  now  I Rand  on 
a public  pedcftal,  too  conipicuous  for  my  fize,  which,  as  you  well 
know,  is  by  no  means  of  the  cololliil  kind;  ;utd  moreover,  loatled  with 
bulinefs  above  my  ftrength,  both  of  body  and  mind.  Judge  then 
whether  I ;un  to  be  congratulated  or  pitied. 

You  afk  me  for  peace  xs  if  I had  it  in  my  pocket ; I wifli  I had. 
If  you  will  take  it  fuch  as  I would  give  it  you,  you  lhall  have  it  to- 
morrow: but  the  misfortvme  is,  you  will  have  us  take  it  fuch  as  you 
chufe  to  give  it,  and  we  like  yours  no  better  than  you  like  ours.  This 
being  the  cafe,  I queftion  whether  the  plenijiotentiaries  at  Breda  will 
be  clever  enough  to  fix  upon  a rcafonable  medium;  and  1 am  ajx  to 
think  you  will  comiK-1  us  to  refer  this  negodation  to  a huntlrcd  and 
forty  thoufand  plenipotentiaries  whom  we  fliall  have  in  Flanders,  and 
to  fixty  thoufand  more  who  are  xRually  going  to  negociate  in  Pro- 
vence. I doubt  not  but  you  will  fend  the  like  number  of  minifiers 
to  meet  them,  and  have  as  good  an  opinion  of  their  abilities;  and  the 
refult  of  their  conferences  will  certainly  be  more  interelling  and 
more  decifive  than  that  of  the  conferences  at  Breila.  But,  to  fpcak 
my  mind  Icrioufly  on  the  fubjed,  the  fad  Hands  thus:  I own  your 
fuccefles  in  Flanders;  do  youlikewife  own  your  lofies  in  Italy.  You 
are  for  a peace  uix>n  the  fitting  of  your  fuccefles:  fuch  a i-)eace 
would  be  as  fatal  to  us  as  the  moil  unfuccel'sful  campaign,  ami  we 
had  rather  venture  the  one  than  fubmit  to  the  other.  To  make  a 
fhew  of  my  reading,  I fliall  obferve,  that  it  was  a maxim  with  the 
Romans,  never  to  make  peace  but  when  they  were  vidorious. 
Poflibly  they  might  lc)metimes  carry  this  notion  too  far,  but  in  the 
main  it  fucceeded  with  them.  Don’t  think,  however,  that  I delight 
in  mifehief.  On  the  contrary,  I do  allure  you,  I am  in  the  pacific 
fyflem,  and  fliould  efteem  mylelf  very  happy  if  I could  contibutc  to 
a folid  peace,  that  Ihovdd  not  overturn  the  balance  of  Euroiie. 

Be  fo  good,  madam,  as  to  prefent  my  moft  humble  refjKds,  and 
my  beft  thanks,  to  thole  amiable  and  refjiedable  iierfons,  who  have 
done  me  the  favour  to  think  of  me.  As  to  yourfelf,  I can  only  repeat 
the  continuance  of  the  fame  fentiments  you  have  long  found  in  me ; 
nothing  can  increafe  them,  nor  can  length  of  time  or  abfence  ever 
impair  them  in  the  Icafl.  Good  night,  madam. 
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loifir  ct  (lignite,  au  lieu  (^u’  ^i-prel'ent  je  me  trouve  place  fur  un  picdcftal 
public,  (Ians  un  certain  point  de  vue,  que  ma  figure,  qui  comme  vous 
le  favez  bien,  n’eft  nullement  coloflale,  ne  pourra  gudres  foutenir, 
et  accable  par-  defllis  le  marche  d’un  travail  egalement  au  dclTus  des 
forces  de  mon  corps,  et  de  mon  efprit.  Faut-ildonc  me  felicitcr,  ou 
nc  faut-il  pas  pliltdt  me  plaindre } 

Vous  me  demandez  la  paix ‘comme  fi  je  I’avois  en  2»chc;  je  vou- 
drois  bien  I'y  avoir.  Si  vous  vonlez  la  prendre  telle  quo  je  vous  la  don- 
nerois,  vous  I'atircz  ties  clemain;  mais  malhcureulement  vous  voulez 
que  nous  la  prenions  de  vous  telle  <jue  vous  nous  la  voulez  donner,  ct 
V oila  ce  que  nous  ne  voulons  pas  plus  que  vous  ne  voulez  de  la  notre. 
Dans  cette  difference  de  lentimens,  je  doute  fort  fi  les  plenijxjtentiaires 
a Breda  f'eront  aflez  habiles  ixmrconllater  uncertain  milieu  raifonnable; 
et  il  me  I'emble  que  vous  nous  forcerez  a renvoyer  cette  negotiation  a 
cent'  (juarante  mille  jileniiwtentiaires,  que  nous  aurons  en  Flandres,  ct  a 
foixante  mille  autres  qui  vont  adluellement  ntigocier  en  Provence.  Je 
ne  doute  nullement  que  vous  n’envoyiez  4 leur  rencontre  un  nombi  e 
egal  de  miniflrcs,  que  vous  croyez  aufli  habiles  qu’eux,  et  le  ref'ultat  dc 
CCS  conferences  iera  furement  i>lus  intereflant  et  jdus  decillf,  (jue  ne  le 
feroit  celui  des  conferences  de  Breda.  Pour  dire  deux  mots  fericufe- 
raent  fur  cet  article,  voici  la  verite  du  fait.  J’avoue  vos  fucces  en  Flan- 
dres,  avouez  moi  auffi  vos  penes  en  Italic.  Vous  voidcz  mic  paix  flu 
le  pied  dc  vos  fucces;  une  telle  paix  nous  feroit  auffi  funefteque  la  cam- 
pagne  la  plus  malhetireufe,  et  il  vaut  mieux  tenter  I’une  que  de  fe  fou- 
mettre  a I’autre.  Pour  faire  montre  dc  ma  ledhire,  je  vous  remarquerai, 
que  e’etoit  la  maxime  des  Romains  dc  nc  jamais  faire  la  paix  que  viiflo-’ 
rieux,  peut-etre  pouffirient-ils  cette  idee  (luelcjucfois  trop  loin,  mais  au 
fond  ils  s’en  font  bien  trouves.  Ne  croyez  pas  au  refte  que  je  cherche 
playes  et  bofles,  au  contraire  je  vous  allure  que  je  fuis  pacifi(2ue,  ct  que 
je  me  croirois  bien  heureux  de  pouvoir  contribuer  4 une  paix  qui  fiit 
folide,  ct  qui  ne  bouleveriHt  jjas  re<iuilibrc  dc  I’Eurojx;. 

AfTurez,  je  vous  en  fupidie,  madamc,  de  mes  tres  humbles  refiodls, 
et  de  ma  parfaite  recomioiffance,  ces  jx;rfonnes  egalement  aimables 
et  refiieftables,  qui  ont  bien  voulu  fe  foitvcnir  de  moi.  Pour  vous 
rafime,  je  ne  puis  que  vous  reiterer  la  continuation  des  m£mes  fenti- 
mens,  que  vous  me  connoiffez  depuis  longtcms;  rien  n’y  i^eut  ajcjuter, 
et  le  terns,  ni  rabfence  n’y  peuvent  donner  la  moindre  atteinte.  Bon 
loir,  madamc. 
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LETTER  XVIH. 

Loadon,  Ap^^il  13,  I747t 

TO  THE  SAME. 

T N STEAD  of  complaining  of  me,  you  ought  to  pity  me, 
madam,  that  the  croirnefs  of  bufincl's  fliould  fo  often  call  me 
off  frnrn  my  principal  obje<5t,  which  is  that  of  prefenting  my 
refjiedls  to  you.  Rcfi>e<its,  1 don't  like  the  expreihon  ; methinks 
it  is  injurious  to  fuch  w^amr  and  delicate  fentiments  of  friendfliip  as 
mine.  Thefe  fentiments,  therefore,  and  not  my  refpetffs,  are 
v.  hat  I would  repeat  every  pofl-day,  if  my  bufinefs  on  one  hand, 
and  my  diferetion  on  the  other,  would  jx;rmit. 

I am  ftill  inquiring  for  a horfe  for  the  duke  of  Nevers,  but  to  no 
purpofc  hitherto  ; and  you  may  be  fure  it  is  not  owing  to  any  neg- 
le£l,  for  I certainly  would  take  any  pains  to  pn)Cvire  him  the  fmall- 
eft  pleafure.  Now  I fpeak  of  him,  will  you  pardon  the  freedom  1 
take  to  inclofe  thefe  two  letters  for  the  duke  of  Nivernois  and  the 
chevalier  de  Mirabeau,  who  have  Iwth  done  me  the  honor  to 
write  me  the  moft  obliging  letters  in  the  world  ? 1 do  not  know 

where  to  dircifl  to  them.  I know  I am  putting  you  to  fomcchiurge 
Ibr  jwftagc,  but  1 confent  you  fliould  draw  iqjon  me  for  the  fum 
of  three  lisTCS,  providetl  you  give  me  notice  by  a letter  that  cannot 
be  paid,  as  is  the  c.nfe  with  all  yours.  Now  we  are  tqxjn  the  fuhje<R 
of  letters,  do  you  know  I am  very  angry  with  you  ? I openetl  a 
letter  tiirecled  to  me  by  your  hand,  with  my  ufvial  eagernefs  for 
every  thing  that  comes  from  you,  and  found  only  a letter  for  the 
dutchefs  of  Richmond,  and  not  a finglc  word  for  myfelf.  I w as 
on  the  jK)int  of  taking  my  revenge,  by  not  fending  it  to  her 
grace ; btjt  tijion  fecond  thoughts,  1 conlidered,  that  if  flte  va- 
lued your  letters  but  half  ib  much  as  I do,  it  would  be  too  bafe  a 
Ihukc.  Goo<l  night,  madam. 
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L E T T E R XIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  July  31,  O.  S.  1747. 

T Think,  mailam,  I have  at  laft  met  with  a fine  hay  ftonc-horl'c, 
five  years  old,  with  a noble  fore-hand,  the  fiiouldcrs  free,  and 
well  fet  uixjn  his  haunches.  I have  got  him  tolerably  cheap,  no 
more  than  five  and  fifty  guineas : to  keep  him  company  on  the 
road,  I take  the  libcity  to  fend  the  duke  of  Nevers  a little  ,grey 
horfe  out  of  my  own  llud,  who  is  but  four  years  old,  and  has  never 
been  trained  to  the  race  ; as  he  cofts  me  nothing,  the  duke  will 
be  pleafetl  to  accept  of  him.  Me  was  got  by  the  fined  Arabian 
this  country  affords  ; and  his  dam  was  a little  Englifli  beauty,  who 
was  not  infcnfiblc  to  the  pafiionate  addrefs  of  the  laid  Arabian.  For 
lb  young  a horfe  he  is  very  gentle,  and  I would  advife  his  grace 
to  ride  him  himfelf,  rather  than  the  done-horl'e,  who  might  play 
him  an  rmlucky  trick.  Thofe  gentry  are  not  to  be  truded  ; for 
they  will  grow  unndy  from  one  day  to  the  next. 

Mrs.  * « * gives  me  a wonderful  account  of  Bagatelle  * ; w'e 
both  wifit  we  were  there,  it  would  be  no  bagatelle  ( trifle  ) for  us ; 
your  trifles  are  full  as  good  as  the  folid  of  others.  Is  it  a great  way 
from  Paris  ? for  though  you  will  always  make  the  mod  of  every 
thing,  I maintain  that  people  of  fafliion  ought  to  be  within  reach 
of  the  capital.  An  agreeable  fociety  is,  in  the  end,  the  greated 
comfort  of  life,  and  is  no  where  to  be  found  but  in  capitals.  It 
is  upon  this  principle  that  I am  at  prefent  ruining  myfelf  in  building 
a fine  houfe  in  town,  which  will  be  finiflted  in  the  French  tade, 
wdth  a deal  of  carving  and  gilding. 

I have  not  paper  enough  left  to  end  with  a compliment  of  a 
projier  length,  fo  that  I fliall  make  none  at  all,  Adieu  then,  madam. 

•The  name  of  that  lady’t  country  houfe  near  Paris;  in  comflimcnt  to  which  lord 
Chiflcrfield  filled  hit  own  upon  Elackhcath,  Batielt, 
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L E T T R E XIX. 

A LA  ME  M E. 

A Londres,  cc  31  JulHct,  V.  S.  1747. 

T E crois  avoir  a la  fin  tronve  \in  beau  cheval  entier  bai  de  cituf 
^ ans,  qui  a I’encolurc  magnifiquc,  les  epaules  fibres,  ct  les 
haiichcs  tnis  cadencees.  Je  I’ai  i affcz  bon  marche,  n’ayant  coutc 
cjiic  finquante  cinq  gidnees  : jxjur  raccompagncr  cn  chemin,  je 
prcnds  la  liberte  d’cnvoyer  d monfieiir  de  Nevers  un  {letit  cheval 
gris  dc  mon  proprc  haras,  qui  n’a  encore  que  quatre  ans,  et  qui 
n'a  Jamais  ete  eleve  a la  courfe.  Comme  il  ne  me  coutc  rien, 
monfieur  de  Nevers  voiulra  bien  qu’il  ne  hii  coutc  rien  non  plus. 
11  eft  cchappe  du  jdus  beau  cheval  Arabe  que  nous  ayons  eu 
en  cc  pais,  et  madame  fa  mere  etoit  une  jKtitc  bcautc  Angloife,  qui 
ne  fvit  pas  inicnlible  aux  fieurettes  energiques  du  dit  Arabe.  Pour 
un  fi  jcunc  cheval  il  eft  fort  doux,  ct  Je  confcillerois  a monfieur  de 
Nevers  dc  Ic  nir>ntcr  lui  m6me,  phitdt  que  le  cheval  entier,  qui 
lx)uiToit  lui  joucr  un  mauvais  tour.  On  ne  jx;ut  guere  fe  ficr  a 
CCS  mcllieurs  la,  qui  ilcvienncnt  mechans  du  foir  au  Iciulemain- 
Matlemoifellc  * « me  dit  dcs  merveUles  de  Bagatelle*.  Nous 

voudrions  tous  les  deux  y etre,  ce  ne  I'eroit  pas  une  Ixigatclle  pour 
nous  ; VOS  bag-.itelles  valent  bien  le  fi)lide  des  autres.  Eft-il  loin 
dc  Paris  } car  tjuoitpie  que  vous  tirerez  toujours  le  mcillcur  parti 
de  tout,  Je  tiens  qu’il  faut  que  les  honnetes  gens  foient  a ix)rtee  de 
la  tapitale.  Une  Ibcietc  aimable  eft,  a la  longue,  la  plus  grande 
tlouccur  dc  la  vie,  ct  elk  nc  fc  trouve  que  tlans  les  t apiraks.  C’eft 
fur  ce  principe  quo  jo  me  ruinc  adlucllement  a bitir  une  affez 
belle  maifon  ici,  qui  fera  finic  a la  Fran<;oifc,  avee  force  fculpturcs 
ct  dorures. 

Il  nc  refte  pas  afiez  de  papier  pour  finir  par  un  compliment 
tfunc  longueur  convenabk,  dc  forte  qvie  Je  n’en  ferai  point  du 
tout.  Adieu  tlonc,  madame. 
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LETTER  XX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


LonJon,  Sept.  8,0.  S.  1747. 

I Am  more  than  infinitely  obliged  to  yon,  madam,  for  the  Anti- 
•Lucretius**  you  have  done  me  the  favour  to  fend  me,  and  which 
the  abbe  de  la  Ville  forwarded  to  me  in  the  ]x)litell  manner  in  the 
world.  I have  read  it  eagerly  and  with  plcafure;  tlic  work  is  uorthy 
of  its  author;  the  ixjetry  is  elegant,  and  the  Latin  favours  of  the  Au- 
gulian  age : in  fltort,  if  we  can  but  divetl  ourfelves  of  our  early  pre- 
judices in  favour  of  antiqtuty,  we  mull:  confefs  that  the  Anti-Lucretius 
is  at  leall  equal  to  Lucretius  himfelf ; and  id  jtoint  of  philofophy,  far 
fuperior.  V\'e  Engliflimen,  indeed,  arc  difpleafc'd  at  his  giving  the 
preference  to  the  Cartefian  fyllem,  and  not  rather  atlopting  that  of 
our  Newton,  out  of  which  we  think  there  is  no  falvation.  As  for 
me,  who  am  no  philofophcr,  and  confcqucntly  no  way  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  any  fyllem,  I own  I find  Ibmcthing  much  prettier  and  more 
pleafing  in  our  Newton’s  univerial  attradlion,  than  in  thole  nally 
wlrirhvinds,  which  convey  a notion  of  bulllc  and  tumult,  whereas 
attraflion  on  the  contr;u-y  conveys  ideas  of  a fofter  kind.  The  duke 
of  Nevers,  and  I,  we  feel  the  whole  truth  of  the  Newtonian  fyllem. 

I beg,  madam,  you  will  thank  abbe  le  Blond  from  me,  in  the  itolitcll 
manner  you  are  able,  anil  1 am  no  llranger  to  your  abilities  in  that 
way.  1 had  once  a minil  to  write  to  him  myfelf ; but  I confidered 
that,  if  I commiflioned  you  to  thank  him  for  me,  he  might  think  1 
had  indidted  the  pretty  things  you  laid,  fo  I chofc  to  reap  the  Iwnefit 
of  an  error  fo  advantageous  to  me.  Now  1 talk  of  abbes,  how  is 

our 

♦ Tliat  poem,  not  lefs  ccleliratc*!  than  its  author,  was  begun  by  him,  \vl»cn  very  young,  on  hit 
return  from  PolaoO,  where  lu;  had  bcenemplnycil  in  Ibme  fruitlcf<(  ncgociacion^,  to  place  the  prince 
of  Conti  upon  the  throne.  He  uiiJcnook  ir,  in  confcqucnce  of  (bmc  converfations,  which  he  had 
with  the  famous  Mr.  Baylc  in  Holland.  Religion  having  been  their  principal  topic,  and  Lucretius 
often  quoted  by  t!ie  author  of  the  Dt^ionary,  the  voung  ablic  dc  Po!ignac  formed  the  plan  of  a 
poem  iuoppofiiion  to  that  of  the  Latin  author,  and  in  the  language  as  welt  as  the  Ryle  of  Virgil. 
He  employed,  in  the  execution  of  it,  all  the  Icilurc  hours  of  a life  divided  between  politics  and  the 
fhuly  of  hue  art<.  He  was  made  cardinal  on  account  of  the  great  fliarc  he  liad  in  the  negociations 
for  tiie  ^>eacc  of  Utreclie.  Being  amhallador  at  Rome,  he  made  one  of  the  lincR  colieAions  extant 
t i liicthils,  urns  Raiucs  fcul{»lurcs  and  other  pieces  of  antiquity;  ihcbcR  part  of  which,!  think,  has 
been  purcliafed  by  the  king  of  Prulha.  he  coutioued  tcvcral  years  in  tliat  capital  of  the  world. 
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L E T T R E XX. 

A L A M 8 M E. 

A Londrw,  ct  8 Sept.  V.  S.  1747. 

TE  vous  fuis  plus  qu'infiniment  oblige  de  I’Anti-Lucrtee  quc  vous 
avez  eu  la  bonte  de  m’envoyer,  et  que  raonlicur  I’abbe  de  la  Ville 
m'a  fait  tenir  le  plus  polimcnt  du  monde.  Je  I’ai  lu  avec  avidite  et 
plaifir.  C’eft  un  ouvrage  digite  de  fon  auteur;  la  iwefie  cn  eft  belle, 
et  le  Latin  fent  le  fiecle  d’Augufte ; enfin  ft  Ton  fe  degage  des  pre- 
juges  dans  lefquels  on  eft  elev^  en  faveur  de  I’antiquite,  il  faut  coa- 
venir  que  I’Anti-Lucrece  ne  le  aide  en  rien  a Lucrecc  ra^e,  qt 
qu’cu  fait  de  philofophie,  il  I’emporte  de  bien  loin.  Nous  autrcs 
Anglois,  a la  verite,  nous  fommes  fach&  que  le  cardinal  alt  donnc  la 
preference  au  fyfteme  de  Defcartcs,  et  qu’il  n’alt  pas  plutdt  adoptc 
celui  de  notre  Newton,  hors  duquel  nous  ne  croyons  pas  qii’il  y alt  de 
falut.  Pour  moi,  qui  ne  fuis  nullcment  philoibphe,  et  par  confequcnt 
nullement  prevenu  en  faveiu"  de  quelque  fyfteme  que  cc  foit,  j’avotie 
que  je  trouve  que  I’attratfUon  univerfelle  de  notre  Newton  a quelque 
chofc  d’infiniment  plus  joli  et  de  plus  galant,  que  ces  vilains  tourbil- 
lons,  qui  ne  me  donnent  que  des  idees  de  fracas  et  dc  tumulte,  an 
lieu  que  I’attraftion  en  fournit  de  plus  douces.  Monfieur  de  Ncvers 
et  moi  nous  fcntons  tout  le  vrai  du  Newtonianifme.  Au  rcfte, 
madame,  je  vous  fupplic  de  vouloir  bien  dire  dc  ma  part  tout  ce 
que  vous  pouvez  tlire  dc  plus  poll  ( et  que  ne  ixnivez-vous  pas 
dire  de  la  forte  ? ) i monfieur  I’abb^  le  Blond.  J’ai  voulu  d’abord  lui 
ecrire  moi-mfime,  pour  le  remercier ; mais  j’ai  fait  reflexion,  que 
fi  je  vous  cn  chargeois,  il  pourroit  peut-etre  croire  quc  je  vous 
avois  di(ft^  ce  que  vous  lui  diricz,  et  j’ai  mieux  aime  proliter  d’unc 


where  the  poet  livcJp  whom  he  !iad  prO{x>rcil  to  himrelf  ai  a model  and  an  adverfary,  he  wai  in 
lome  mcalurc  tnfpired  with  the  fame  tire,  and  acquired  a facility  a«  welt  as  an  elegance  in  writing 
Latin  veti'es,  not  unworthy  of  the  court  of  Augui\u5.  For  near  half  a century,  lie  aniufcil  himfclf 
in  complcaiing  and  pelilhing  chat  extr^rdinary  work,  and  added  fome  verfes  to  it  a few  days  bc- 
furebis  death,  which  happened  in  1741,  at  the  age  of  fourfcorc.  His  poem  was  put  in  order  hy  a 
rcfpeAable  friend,  ( abbe  kothclin,)  whoTi  he  had  entnilkd  with  it.  He  dhi  not  live  to  publiHi  it, 
and  dipt  care  devolved  to  a third  abbe  c«]uatly  wxll  qualified  for  that  talk.  It  wat  ]>riiucd  in 
1747,  and  received  by  all  Luropc  with  the  fame  icminicnts,  which  our  noble  author  exprcflcs 
ill  this  letter.  It  was  lent  to  him  both  as  to  a judge  of  the  work,  and  a friend  of  tlic  writer}  and 
tliat  copy,  which  was  the  firft  that  ap^iearcd  in  LngUnd,  was  conveyed  by  a uuuqxit  from  marlh;:! 
Saxe  to  the  duke  of  Cumberland,  dirc^cd  for  the  earl  of  Chcdcrhcld. 
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our  abbi  Salliert?  Docs  he  ftill  enjoy  his  health,  his  library',  his 
Hebrew,  his  Syriac,  and  all  liis  ftorc  of  learning  ? Be  fo  good  as  to  give 
my  compliments  to  him. 

You  will  allow  me  no  feeling,  and  at  the  fame  time  you  and 
your  duke  of  Nevers  make  me  feel  too  much,  at  leall  if  jealoufy  j;  is 
a oroof  of  fenfibility,  as  it  certainly  is;  and  I believe  you  lx>th  agreetl 
to  fend  me  his  laft  letter  to  make  me  mad.  It  is  certainly  a bare- 
faced infult  on  bis  part:  his  upbraiding  you  with  my  triumph, 
plainly  lliews  me  his  own,  and  his  whole  letter  fjieaks  the  language 
of  a rival,  who  alTumcs  the  more  modefty  and  difcrction,  as  he  is 
confdous  of  his  vidtory.  What  can  I do?  My  heart  tells  me  I mull 
be  angry  svith  both,  but  my  mind  tells  me  you  are  both  in  the  right. 
My  rival  mult  not  expedl  that  the  little  grey  horfe  fliould  be  a fine 
one,  for  he  woxild  find  himfelf  much  millaken ; he  is  pretty  enough 
at  moll,  but  his  paces  are  good,  and  he  will  find  him  eafy.  His 
haunches  arc  Him,  but  our  race  horfes  are  all  fo.  Your  mother's 
chiding  you  on  my  account  is  very  flattering  for  me ; I beg,  madam, 
you  will  alTure  her  of  my  gratitude  and  rcljjcdl. 

Good  God ! what  a letter  here  is  ! I am  quite  ailtamed,  and 
retire. 


LETTER  XXI. 

TO  THE  S.XME. 

Lomlon,  Oil.  ao,  O.  S.  1 74.7. 

T T P O N my  honor,  madam,  you  have  fix)ilcd  me  a g(xxl  deal 
already,  and  if  you  go  on  at  this  rate,  you  w ill  abfolutely  niin 
me.  1 fwallow  your  flattery  in  large  draughts ; you  prei>are  it  fo 
well  that  you  make  it  downright  nedlar,  but  it  is  but  the  more 
intoxicating. 

f He  QnderAood  mofl  amtent  and  iTKxlern  languages;  and  was  Hebraic  profcilbr  in  the  univerftty 
of  Paris,  and  keeper  of  the  royal  library.  Several  memoitu  of  Iii»  ccmijx^uion  capital  fulA 
je^s  of  hiftory  and  litcratuie,  have  been  mferted  in  the  memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Inltriptiona 
and  belies  leiters,  of  which  he  was  a TneinlxT.  He  belonged  to  feveral  foreign  academics,  and  to  the 
Koyal  Sociery  of  London.— He  died  in  1761  at  the  age  of  75. 

I That  Minuet  about  bis  rivatlhip  with  the  old  duke  dc  Neven  is  entirely  in  the  French  ftyle. 

3 I have 
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erreur  fi  avantageule  jiour  moi.  A propos  d’abbts,  comment  fe 
portc  notreabbc  Sallierf  ? jouit-il  toujoiu'S  de  fa  fantc,  de  fabiblio- 
theq\ic,  de  fon  Hebreu,  dc  ion  Syriaque,  et  de  tout  fon  grimoire 
favaiit  ? Aycz  la  bont6  de  lui  faire  bien  mes  complimeus. 

Vous  nc  voiilez  pas  m’.accorder  le  fentiment,  et  en  meme 
terns,  vous  et  votrc  monfieur  de  Nevers,  vous  me  faites  fcntir  quo 
je  nc  I’ai  que  troj),  ju  moins  fi  la  jaloufic  eft  une  preuve  du  fentiment, 
comme  fvirement  ellc  Teft,  et  jc  crois  que  vous  Ctes  convenus  cnfcm- 
ble  de  m’envoycr  fa  dernicrc  lettre,  jx)ur  me  faire  enrager.  C’eft 
alTurtment  une  infulte  dcs  plus  marquees  de  fa  part : Ics  reproches 
qu’il  vous  fait  de  mon  triomphe  ne  font  que  m’annoncer  le  fien ; 
et  j’y  vois  tout  le  language  d’un  rival  d'autant  plus  motlefte  et 
difcret  qu’il  fe  fent  viiftorieux  et  ffir  de  fon  fait.  Que  faire  ? le  coeur 
me  (lit  de  me  ficher  contre  tous  les  deux,  mais  I’efprit  me  dit  que 
vous  avez  tous  deux  raifon.  Que  mon  rival  au  moins  ne  s’attende 
pas  que  le  petit  theval  gris  foil  beau,  car  il  fe  trouveroit  bien 
trompe ; il  n’eft  tout  au  plus  quo  paft'ablement  joli,  mais  il  a les 
allures  bonnes,  et  il  fera  commode  ; il  eft  mince  par  derriere,  mais 
voila  comme  tous  nos  chevaux  de  race  font  faits. 

Les  reproches,  que  vous  fait  madame  votre  mere  fur  mon  fujet, 
font  bien  flatteurs  pour  moi;  ayez  la  bonte,  madame,  de  I’affurer  de 
ma  reconnoiflance  et  de  mon  refpetft. 

Bon  Dieu  ! quelle  lettre  ! J’en  ai  home,  je  me  cache. 


LETTRE  XXL 

A LA  M £ M C. 

A Londres,  ce  ao  Ofl.  V.  S.  1747. 

Cur  mon  honneur,  madame,  vous  m’avez  deja  fort  git6,  et  fi 
‘^vous  continuez  fur  ce  m^me  ton,  vous  me  ruinerez  abfolument. 
J’avale  h long  traits  votre  flatterie,  vous  I’appr^tez  fi  bien  que  vous 
en  faites  un  nciftar,  mais  il  n’en  tourne  la  tfite  que  plus  pour  ccla. 

K 2 j’ai 
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I have  fliewn  the  Anti-Lucretius  to  fome  of  our  literati  who  are 
men  of  tafte ; they  are  all  delighted  with  it : our  lord  chancellor 
in  particular,  has  read  it  twice  over,  and  has  pronounced  a moft  fa- 
vourable decree.  I fhould  allow  the  whole  conclave  five  hundred 
years  to  produce  fomething  equal  to  it. 

Come,  come  away  from  Bagatelle ; no  body  muft  be  abfent  from 
the  capital  when  once  fires  are  bcgim,  there  are  then  no  good  win- 
ter quarters  but  Paris  and  London. 


LETTER  XXll. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Baili,  Feb.  15,  O.  S.  1748. 

O U complain,  madam,  of  my  fdence,  which  can  be  no  lofs 
to  you.  Your  complaints  are  the  more  flattering  forme,  as  they 
rtmft  proceed  purely  from  fentiments  of  friendfhip;  this  is  the  only 
tenure  by  which  I mean  to  hold  you,  and  though  you  will  not 
allow  me  fentiment  in  general,  do  me  the  juftice  to  make  an  excep- 
tion in  your  favour.  It  is  true  1 am  none  of  your  univerfal  friends  ; 
if  I were,  my  friendfhip  would  be  unworthy  of  yours.  I muft  firft 
be  well  aCqu.'unted  with  my  folks,  1 will  have  no  friend  who  is  void 
of  fentiment,  merely  becaufe  he  has  wit,  nor  will  I have  a fentimen- 
tal  friend  who  wants  common  fenfe.  There  muft  be  fentiment  on 
l)oth  fidcs  to  form  a friendfliip,  but  there  muft  alfo  be  fenfe  on  both 
fides  to  carry  it  on.  On  this  confeflion  of  my.  friendfhip-creed,  I 
leave  you  to  judge,  madam,  whether  you  are  not  the  firft  article  of 
it.  Letters,  indeed,  are  the  meflengers  both  of  love  and  friendfhip, 
but  they  are  not  always  proofs  of  either,  and  too  often  rcfcmble 
minifters,  who  tell  hes  for  the  fervice  of  their  mafters.  On  this  fcx)t- 
ing,  tjien,  if  my  letters  have  been  lefs  frequent  of  late,  no  conclu- 
lion  can  be  drawn  to  my  difad vant;^.  Is  not  falfhooth  always  far 

* The  earl  of  Hardwick,  who,  in  the  midA  of  the  aAuluous  and  iroportant  fun£UoAS  of  hit 
h»f,h  employment*,  unclcrftood,  loved,  and  cultivated  the  belles  Jeitrcs, 
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J’ai  montre  rAnti-Liicrice  i quelques  favans  dici  qui  ont  en  mfime 
terns  du  golit ; ils  en  font  tons  charra^s ; entre  autres  notre 
grand  chancelier  « I’a  lu  dcuxfois,  et  a prononce  un  dicret  dcs  plus 
avantageux.  Je  donne  cinq  cens  ans  a tout  le  conclave  a produire 
quelque  chofe  qtu  I'egale. 

Revenez  done  dc  Bagatelle  ; il  ne  faut  jamais  ^tre  hors  de  la  ca- 
pitale  quand  unc  fois  il  faut  fairc  du  feu : il  n’y  a pas  d’atitre 
bon  quartier  d’hiver  que  Paris  &.  Londres. 


LETTER  XXII. 

A LA  M S M E. 

A Bath,  ce  15.  Ftv.  V.  S.  1748. 

'\T  O U S ntc  reprocliez,  madame,  un  filence  que  votre  efprit  nc 
’ pent  pas  regretter.  Vos  reproches  me  font  trautant  plus  flat- 
teurs  que  je  les  dois  uniquement  a vos  fentimens  d’amitie  ; e’eft  par 
la  fculement  que  je  pretends  vous  tenir,  ct  quoique  vous  ne  vou- 
liezpas  m’accorder  des  fentimens  en  general,  aycz  lajtiftice  de  faire 
ime  exception  en  votre  faveur.  Il  ell  vrai,  je  ne  fuis  pas  ami  ba- 
nal ; fi  je  Ictois,  mon  amiti^  leroit  indigne  dc  la  v6tre.  Il'  me  faut 
prcinicrement  bien  connoitre  mes  gens,  je  ne  veux  jx)int  un  ami 
fans  fentimens,  parce  qu'il  a de  I’efprit,  comme  je  ne  veux  pas  non 
jiliis  d'un  ami  a fentimens,  qui  n’a  pas  le  lens  comnuin.  Il  faut  des 
fentimens  rcciproques  pour  former  I’amitii,  mais  aulliil  faut  redpro- 
quement  de  refprit  poiu"  la  conduire.  A cette  confeflion  de  ma  foi 
amicale,  jugcz,  madame,  li  vous  n’en  ^:tes  pas  le  premier  article. 
I.cs  1cm  cs,  il  eft  vrai,  font  Ics  mellagers  & de  I’amour  & de  I’ami- 
tie,  mais  n’en  font  pas  toujours  dcs  preuves,  et  trop  foment  mcme 
dies  rclfcmblent  plfttot  a des  miniflres  qui  mentent  pour  le  fervice  de 
K-urs  maltres.  Sur  ce  pied  done,  fi  mes  lettres  ont  ete  moins  fre- 
quentes  en  dernier  lieu,  cela  nc  d&ide  de  ricn  k mon  defavantage ; 
la  faulTeti  n’crt-elle  pas  toujours  infiniment  plus  cxatftc  i remplir 
k'S  devoirs  ext6rieurs  que  la  viritc?  Mais  en  tout  cas,  madame,. 
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ruore  punctual  in  the  difcharge  of  external  duties  than  truth  ? But, 
madam,  beware  for  the  future  of  the  recefs  1 have  juft  procm-cd  ; 
your  complaints  may  loon  he  reverfed,  unlufs  your  ix)litenel’s  pre- 
vents it. 

Twelve  days  ago  I refigned  my  place  of  fccretary  of  Rate.  You 
will  certainly  have  been  informed  of  it  by  the  public  papers ; but  as 
ccitdinly  you  have  not  been  apprized  of  the  true  realbns  of  this 
Tefignation,  which  the  public  fcldom  knows,  and  never  alfigns  : bc- 
lides,  they  are  too  llmple  to  be  credited.  They  are  in  truth  no 
other  than  the  love  of  eafe,  and  the  care  of  my  health,  which  re- 
quired Ibmc  attention.  To  fill  up  that  poft  tolerably,  retiuircs  un- 
remitting labour,  and  conftant  attention,  two  articles  that  were  by  no 
means  conlillent  with  my  natural  indolence,  or  with  my  crazy  confti- 
tution.  Befides,  I was  obliged  to  give  up  all  the  I'weets  of  Ibdety 
and  of  private  life;  w'hich  agreed  ftill  lei's  with  my  diljxtfition.  In 
Ihort,  tijxjn  mature  deliberation,  I have  detennined  in  favotu'  of 
a quiet  life,  and  if  any  tiling  could  ixaftibly  have  made  me  alter  my 
mio<1,  I mull  owm  the  gracious  and  aft'eiftionatc  manner  in  wliich  his 
majefty  ftrove  to  dilfuade  me  from  my  refolution,  would  have  gone 
farther  than  any  thing  elfe. 

I now,  therefore,  enjoy  that  reft,  which  is  the  fweetcr  as  I never 
tailed  it  before.  In  my  younger  years,  dilFipation,  and  the  tumult 
of  plcafure,  to  which  I gave  myfclf  up  without  referve,  left  me 
none,  and  for  the  laft  twenty  years,  bulinefs  left  me  as  little  ; it  was 
therefore  high  time  I fhould  enjoy  it,  and  I thank  God,  I now'  enjoy 
it  fully.  For  thefc  fix  days  I have  availed  myfelf  of  my  lilierty  to 
drink  the  waters  of  this  place,  w'hich  never  fail  to  recover  me,  and 
I already  find  my  indigeftions  begin  to  fubfidc ; which  I partly  im- 
pute to  the  completely  idle  life  we  lead  here. 

I long  for  the  letters  that  are  to  explain  your  Quipos  and  other 
myftic  words  in  your  laft  ; 1 have  not  yet  received  them,  but  I rely 
on  the  ablte  de  la  Ville,  to  whom  I have  many  oblig.ations  of  this 
kind.  Adieu,  madam,  abruptly,  but  not  for  long. 

• The  Arin^  or  threads  ufed,  it  U (aid,  by  the  antient  Peruvians  to  Aipply  amongft  them 
ihe  want  of  wntlog ; and  laid  hold  of  in  a very  ingenious  manner  by  the  French  lady,  madamc 
de  Oiafigny,  ^-ho  wrote  the  fatnous  Peruvian  novel  mentioned  in  the  fubfrrjucnt  iettert. 

LETTER 
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gare  Tavenir,  et  le  loillr  que  je  viens  de  me  procurer.  Vos  plaintcs 
pourroient  bientdt  ttre  d’une  autre  forte,  fi  votre  jx)liteffe  ne  sV  op- 
pofe  pas. 

Ily  aa  cette  heure  douze  jours  quc  j’afquitte  mon  polle  de  fc^retaire 
d'etat ; votis  Taurez  certainement  fu  par  les  nouvelles  publiques, 
mais  vous  ii’en  aurez  cert;unement  pas  fu  les  veritables  raifons  (jue 
le  i)iiblic  fait'  raremcnt,  et  n’all^gue  jamais:  d'ailleuis,  dies  font 
trop  liinplcs  pour  £tre  crucs ; dies  ne  font  done  veritablcnient  que 
I’amour  du  repos,  et  le  foin  de  ma  fante,  qui  en  cxigeoit.  Povir  s’ac- 
quitter  paflablement  de  cet  emploi,  il  faut  un  travail  fans  interrup- 
tion, et  une  attention  fans  relache,  deux  articles  qui  ne  s’actordent 
nullement  avec  ma  parelTe  naturelle,  ni  avec  ma  fante  delicate.  II 
y falloit  audi  facrifier  toutes  les  douceurs  de  la  fociete  et  tic  la  vie 
privee,  ce  qui  convenoit  encore  moins  i mon  humeur  : enfin,  apres 
y avoir  mfirement  reflechi,  je  me  fuis  decide  cn  faveur  du  rejx)s, 
et  s’il  eiit  ete  polfible  de  me  faire  changer  de  fentiment,  je  dois 
avouer  que  la  maniere  gracieufe  et  affciflueufe,  dont  le  roi  a tfiche  de 
me  detourner  du  parti  que  j’avois  pris,  aiu-oit  plus  que  tout  autre 
chofi;  fait  cet  effet. 

Je  joins  done  ^i-prefent  d’un  repos  qui  a d’autant  phis  de  charmes, 
que  je  ne  I'ai  jamais  goCitc  auparavant.  Dans  ma  jeiuidle,  la  tUfli- 
pation,  et  le  tumulte  ties  phvifirs,  auxquds  je  me  livrai  fans  r'ferve, 
ne  m'en  lailibient  ptiint,  et  jx;ndant  ces  dernieres  vingt  annccs,  les  af- 
faires m’en  ont  lailic  aufli  jx;U  ; il  ctoit  done  bien  terns  d'en  jouTr,  et 
grace  a Dieu  j'en  jouis  jdeinemcht  a prcTent ; il  y a fix  jours  que 
je  profite  de  ma  lil)erte  i)our  lx)ire  ces  eaux  id  qui  ne  manquent  ja- 
mais tie  me  retablir,  et  je  m’ai)pert;ois  deja  que  mes  intligellions 
commencent  a fe  corriger  ; la  parfaite  oifivete  de  ce  lieu  ne  laille  pas 
tpie  tl’y  contribuer  aulfi. 

Je  languis  pour  les  lettres,  qui  tloivent  m'cxpliquer  votre  Quijxjs  » 
et  autres  paroles  myftiqucs  dans  votre  dernicre;  je  ne  les  ai  jxis 
encore  reques,  mais  je  m'en  fie  bien  aitx  lt)ins  tie  I'abbc  de  la  N'ille,  a 
qui  je  fuis  redevable  de  mille  attentions.  Adieu,  madame,  tout 
brufqucment,  mais  p:is  pour  long-tcms. 


LETTIIE 
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LETTER  XXIII. 
to"the  same. 

London,  March  15,  O.  S.  1748. 

O W that  1 am  come  from  Bath,  and  fettled  in  towTi,  1 flaall 
^ be  able  to  make  you  feel  the  effc<fl  of  the  waters,  by  the  many 
letters  I fliall  trouble  you  with.  I am  now  free  from  all  duties 
but  thofe  of  friciullhip,  and  to  thefe  you  certainly  have  the  firft 
claim  ; to  this  you  may  add,  the  pleafure  I find  in  the  perfonnante 
of  this  duty,  and  you  will  not  ipiclhon  my  pundtuahty;  jx-rhaps 
you  wUl  rather  have  caufe  to  complain  of  it. 

I am  fincerely  affected  with  the  tragical  end  of  the  count  de  C * * 
efiKitially  on  account  of  the  marflial,  whom  1 honor  as  he  defcrv'cs. 
I fear  the  flroke  may  be  fatal  at  his  time  of  life.  It  requires  the 
ftrength  and  the  avocations  of  an  earlier  period  to  bear  uj)  under 
fuch  afRidlions,  whereas  he  has  nothing  now'  to  call  him  off  from 
his  melancholy  refledlions.  Pray,  madam,  tell  me  all  the  jiarticulars 
of  that  unfortunate  affair.  I intereft  myfelf  in  it  enough  to  in- 
quire into  the  circumllanccs,  wliich  is  often  the  cafe  when  we  hear 
of  misfortunes,  though  they  only  ferve  to  inercafe  their  weight. 
I write  to  the  marfhal  becaufe  you  bid  me,  for  I am  very  ftu'e  it  is 
right,  fince  you  fay  fb ; othersvife  I Ihould  have  thought  it  was 
beft  not  to  lift  the  veil  from  before  iiatcrnal  grief- 

My  liberty  gives  me  the  more  pleafure,  as  it  opens  a profpeef  of 
feeing  you  once  more  at  P;uis  ; w'hen  that  time  comes,  which  I 
truly  long  for,  I fliall  think  my  place  at  my  office  very  advanta- 
gcoufly  exchanged  for  a place  at  fupper  in  your  houfe.  1 reckon 
the  jicacc  will  certainly  ojien  the  harbour  of  Calais  for  me  before  the 
year  is  out.  We  are  ruining  your  trade  and  your  navy,  you  are 
ruining  our  good  allies  the  united  provinces,  we  fliall  all  grow 
weary  of  thofe  reciprocal  ruins,  and  then  we  fliall  balance  our 
accounts. 

I have  not  yet  received  the  Peruvian  talcs  ; I am  impatient  for 
them,  and  in  the  mean  time  your  quijxis  pu'/zles  me. 

Will 
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L E T T R E XXIIl. 

A LA  L1EM£. 

A Londrcs,  cc  15  Mars,  V.  S.  t74*. 

"D  E V E N U des  eaux,  et  €tabli  en  villc,  me  void  en  ctat, 
madame,  de  vous  cn  faire  rcflcntir  les  elTcts,  par  le  nonibre 
de  lettres  dont  je  vous  accablerai.  Je  fuis  a prefont  degagc  de  tous 
les  devoirs,  except^  ceux  de  I’amitic,  ou  vous  mtritez  f\irement  une 
preference  marquee ; ajoutez  aulli,  s’il  vous  plait,  a ee  des'oir,  le 
plaifir  que  j’ai  i le  remplir,  et  vous  ne  douterez  plus  de  raon  exac- 
titude ■;  vous  aairez  peut-etre  pHitdt  fujet  de  vous  en  plaindre. 

Je  fuis  en  verite  -bien  afilige  dc  la  trifle  fin  du  comte  de  C 

furtout  par  rapport  i monfieur  le  maredial,  que  j’honore  comme 
il  le  merite.  Je  trains  m£*mc  pour  fa  vie  i I’age  qu’il  a : jx>ur  rclifler 
a dc  pareils  malheurs,  il  faitt  la  force,  et  les  occupations  d’un  age, 
moins  avance  que  le  fien  ; au  lieu  qu’a  pr^fent  il  n’a  rien  pour  inter- 
rompre  la  continuity  de  fes  idees  accablantes.  Dites-moi,  jc  vous 
en  prie,  madame,  toutes  les  particularitys  dc  cettc  malheureufe  a&irc; 
jc  m’y  interefle  au  point  d’en  demandcr  les  circonftances,  ce  qu’on 
fait  toujours  dans  les  malheurs,  quoiqu’elles  ne  fervent  ordinaire- 
ment  qu’i  en  augmenter  le  poids.  j’ceris  au  marMial  par  vos 
ordres,  ctant  bien  fur  que  ccla  convieht,  puifque  vous  Ic  dites  ; fans 
cela  j’aurois  era  qu’il  auroit  mieux  valu  ne  pas  perccr  le  voile  devanl 
la  douleur  patemellc. 

Ma  liberty  m’eft  d’autant  plus  flatteufe  qu’elle  me  prefente  une 
pcrfpeiflive  de  vous  revoir  un  jour  a Paris : quand  cc  jour,  ix>ur 
lequel  je  languis  veritablement,  viendra,  je  trouverai  ma  place  h 
mon  burewa,  bien  avantageufement  troquee  contre  une  place  a 
fouper  chez  vous.  Je  compte  qu'aflurement  la  paix  ni’ouvrira  le 
port  de  Calais  dans  le  cours  de  cette  annec.  Nous  ruinous  votre 
commerce  et  votre  marine,  vous  rainez  nos  bons  allies  les 
provinces  unies  ■:  on  fe  laflera  de  ixut  et  d’autre  de  ces  mines  reci- 
proques,  et  on  en  viendra  4 une  liquidation. 

Je  n’ai  pas  encore  requ  les  contes  Peruviens  ; jc  m’impatiente,  et 
cn  attendant,  votre  quipos  me  donne  la  torture. 

VoL.  II.  ■ L 


Vottlez 
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Will  you  be  fo  obliging  as  to  tell  the  princefs  of  M * * * that 
I had  already  executed  her  commands  before  ever  I had  received 
them,  and  had  obtained  leave  of  the  king,  that  the  prince  of 

M and  feme  other  prifoners,  knights  of  Malta,  might  make 

their  caravans.  The  marquis  de  Puifieux  had  afked  it  by  lord 
Sandwich,  and  I have  had  the  pleafure  of  conciutling  the  fundlions 
of  my  office  by  that  bufincfs.  I think  I fhall  be  lefs  troublefome  to 
the  princefs  of  M if  I don’t  write  to  her,  merely  to  ac- 

knowledge the  receipt  of  the  letter  flie  honoured  me  with.  Adieu, 
madam,  without  a compliment. 

P,  S.  Be  fo  good  as  to  remit  the  inclofed  to  my  amiable  rival 
monfieur  dc  Nevers;  I do  not  feal  it,  that  you  may  fee  you 
have  not  yet  driven  us  to  a challenge. 


LETTER  XXIV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  May  3d,  O.  S.  1 748. 

^T^H  E employment  I never  wil,!  throw  up  as  long  as  1 live,  but 
will  zealoufly  execute,  is  that,  madam,  of  your  agent  in  this 
country  ; and  thpugh  1 have  no  longer  the  power  of  doing  all  1 
would  in  that  office,  give  me  at  le.aft  an  opportunity  of  doing  all  I 
can, . The  moment  1 received  your  laft  letter  1 made  intcreft  ’for 
the  enlargement  of  the  chevalier  <rAll)ert  • ; but  happily  for  him, 
and  unfortunately  for  me,  he  had  faile<l  for  France  alx>ve  a fort- 
night before.  Why  did  you  not  employ  me  in  this  bufinefs  fooner? 
I fhould  either  have  done  it,  or  at  Icaft  have  taken  the  merit  of  it 
.to  myfelf ; for,  to  fay  the  truth,  I am  fo  dcfirous  of  having  fome 
merit  with  you,  that  I fhould  make  no  fcruplc  of  robbing  others 
of  it. 

1 am  fenfible  that  by  acknowledging  fo  many  of  your  letters  at 
once,  1 accufe  myfelf,  that  is  to  fay,  appearances  are  againft  me  ; 

but 

* A man  of  grtat  family  and  meric.  He  commanded  the  Magnanimty  a French  man  of  war  of 
'74  guns,  in  which  he  was  taken  after  a finart  engagement  by  i\\o  ibips  of  Sir  Edward  Hawke’s 
lt|uaJron,  on  Janu.iry  jid  1748. 
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Voulez-vous  bicn  avoir  la  bonte  de  dire  a la  princefle  dc  M . . . 
q\ie  j’avois  execute  fes  ordres  avant  m£me  que  de  Ics  avoir  requs,  ct 
que  j’avois  obtenu  la  permiffion  du  roi  pour  que  monfieur  le  prince 

de  M et  quclques  autres  chevaliers  de  Mai  the  prifonniers 

puflent  faire  leurs  caravanes.  Monfieur  Ic  marquis  dc  Puifieux 
I’avoit  demandee  par  le  canal  de  mylord  Sandwich,  et  j’ai  cu  le 
plaifir  de  finirles  fonclions  de  mon  emploi  par  li.  Je  cn>is  incom- 

modcr  moins  madame  la  princefle  <le  M , en  ne  lui 

ecrivant  pas,  fimplement  ixjur  accufer  la  lettre  dont  elle  m’avoit 
honor^.  Adieu,  madame,  fans  compliment. 

Ayez  la  lx)nte  aufli  de  donner  I’inclufe  a mon  aimable  rival 
monfieur  de  Nevers.  Je  ne  la  femie  pas,  afin  que  voiis  voyez  que 
vous  ne  nous  avez  pas  encore  men^s  Jufqu’au  cartel. 


LETTER  XXIV. 

A LA  M & M E. 


A Londret,  cc  3 Mai^  V.  S«  1748. 

iT  ’E  M P L O I que  Je  ne  quittera  de  roes  Jours,  mais  que  J’ex6cuteral 
avec  ztie,  c’ell  celui,  madame,  de  votre  commiflionaire  dans 
ce  pais  ; et  quoique  Je  n’aye  plus  le  pouvoir  de  faire  tout  ce  que  Je 
voudrois  dans  cette  charge,  donnez  moi-au  moins  les  occafions  d’y 
faire  tout  ce  que  Je  puis.  Dans  le  moment  que  J’ai  requ  I’honncur 
de  votre  derniire  lettre,  Je  me  fuis  int6refle  poiu  la  libeite  de 
, monfieur  le  chevalier  d’Albert  * , mais  heureufement  jxnir  lui  et 
malheureufement  pour  moi,  il  y avoit  jilus  de  quinze  Jours  qu’il 
ctoit  parti  jxnir  aller  en  France.  Qac  ne  m’avez-vous  charge  de 
cette  aflEure  pliitdt  ? ou  bicn  je  I’aurois  fait,  ou  en  tout  cas,  J’en 
aurois  pris  le  m^rite ; car  pour  dire  le  vrai,  Je  fouliaite  tant  d’en 
avoir  aupres  de  vous,  que  ne  Je  nc  me  ferois  pas  confcience  d’en 
voler  ^ d’autres. 

En  accufant  tant  de  vos  lettres  4 la  fois,  Je  fens  bien  quejc 
m’accufe  moi-mfeme,  c’eft-4-dire  que  les  apparenccs  font  coutre 
moi ; mais  au  fonds  Je  ne  fuis  rien  moins  que  coupable,  car  quoique 

La  jo 


I 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


76 

but  in  fa£t,  I am  far  from  being  guilty  ; for  though  I have  not  had 
the  honor  of  writing  to  you  fince  1 received  three  of  your  letters,- 
1 have  not  been  the  lefs  bulled  about  you.  On  the  contnuy,  as  I 
had  for  fome  time  forefeen  that  peace  would  foon  be  cunduded, 

I have  been  incelTantly  employed  iu  making  qiiipos,  to  loa<l  the 
lirft  great  fliip  that  fails  for  Calais.  What  a fine  atid  ufeful  inven- 
tion the  quijws  arc  ! 1 don’t  doubt  but  they  arc  already  in  ufe  at 
Paris.  Indeed  that  of  letters  was  worn  out,  it  was  dragged  about 
the  ftreets,  tlie  very  common  people  made  ufe  of  it,,  and  people  of 
falhion  were  at  a lofs  for  fome  new  method  of  conveying  their 
ideas  to  one  another.  Will  you  tell  me  you  have  much  trouble  in 
decyphering  my  quipos  ? I anfwer,  fo  much  • the  better ; our 
modem  wits  let  you  only  guefs  at  their  meaning,  and  that  but  fel- 
dom ; befides,  the  old  four  and  tw  enty  letters  were  really  not 
fulEcient  to  exprefs  the  new  dilcoveries  of  the  modems,  whereas  the 
quipos  ( el'i)edally  if  tlrey  are  entangled  by  the  way  ) w ill  mucli 
more  naturally  exhibit  the  new  quinlelicncc  of  unfelt  fentiments. 
It  is  a common  obfervation,  that  the  reader  mull  be  flattered  by  leav- 
ing him  fometliing  to  find  out ; therefore  the  quipws  muft  be  very 
flattering  'to  the  reader,  as  they  leave  him  every  thing  to  find  out. 
After  all,  madam,  however  pu2zling  my  quijws  may  appear  to  you 
at  firfl,  I have  fuch  an  opinion  of  yoiu"  penetration,  that  I dare  fay 
you  w'dl  underftand  them  jull  as  well  as  you  have  underftooil  two 
thirds  of  the  books  that  have  been  publifhed  in  your  country 
for  tliefc  ten  years  paft. 

Let  us,  madam,  mutually-  congratulate  each  other  on  the  conclu- 
fion  of  the  peace.  1 believe  it  was  alike  defirablc  to  both  parties  ; 
we  were  ruining  you  by  fea,  you  were  mining  us  by  land  : you 
were  making  tonquefts  which  you  did  not  want,  at  the  expence 
of  your  trade  and  your  navy,  whilft  we  were  lavifliing  the  fruits 
of  both  on  the  continent.  It  was  not  my  fault  if  this  peace  was 
not  concluded  laft  year;  let  us  be  wifer  for  the  future,  and  kecj> 
friends.  Now  each  of  us  knenvs  his  proper  clement ; land  is 
yours,  and  the  fea  is  ours,  and  we  fliall  keep  to  it  for  the  future. 
Had  we  fupplied  our  allies  but  with  half  the  money  tliey  have 
coft  us  on  the  contuient,  and  employed  the  other  half  in  making 
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je  n’aye  pas  eo  ITionneur  de  vous  &:rire  depub  que  j'ai  reqa  trois 
de  VOS  Icttrcs,  vous  ne  m’avez  pas  moins  occupy  pour  cela-  Au 
contraire,  ayaiit  prevu  depuis  quelque  terns  que  la  paix  fe  feroit 
bientdt,  j'ai  travaille  fans  reliche  i vous  faire  des  quipos,  dont  jc 
chargerai  le  premier  gros  batiment  qui  ira  d’id  4 Calais.  O ! la 
belle  et  utile  invention  que  les  quipos  ! je  ae  doute  nuUement  qu’on 
ne  fen  ferve  deja  4 Paris.  En  verity  celle  des  Icttres  ttoit  trop 
ulce,  ello  trainoit  les  rues,  le  peuple  meme  s’en  fervoit,  et  il 
manquoit  aux  honnfites  gens  quelque  nouveau  moyen  de  s’entre- 
communiquer  leurs  id^es.  Me  direz-vous  que  vou-s  atu^  de  la  peine 
a dechifticr  mes  ({uipos  f Jc  vous  dirai  que  e’eft  tant  mieux,  et 
que  les  beaux  efprits  d’aujourdhui  ne  fe  laiflent  tout  au  plus  que 
deviner,  et  cela  meme  aflez  rarement ; d’ailleurs  les  vieilles  vingt 
quatre  lettres  ne  luffitbient  r^llement  jjas  pour  exprimer  les  nou- 
velles  decouvertes  des  modernes,  au  lieu  que  les  quipos  (fur  tout  s’ils 
s’entortillent  en  chemin  faifant  ) depeindront  bien  plus  naturellement 
la  nouvelle  quinteflence  des  fentimens  qu’on  n’a  jamais  fentis.  On 
dit  toujours  qu'il  faut  flatter  le  ledteur  en  lui  laiflant  quelque  chofe  a 
penfer;  les  quipos  done  doivent  bien  flatter  le  ledteur,  en  lui  laiflant 
tout  d penfer.  Enfin,  madame,  quelque  diffidles  que  mes  quipos 
votis  paroiflent  d’abord,  je  compte  aflez  fur  votre  penetration  povir 
fore  perfuade  que  vous  les  comprendrez  tout  aufli  bien  que  vous 
avez  compris  les  deux  tiers  des  livres,  qu’on  a publics. chez  vous  de- 
puis dix  ans. 

Fdbeitons  nous,  madame,  reciproquement . de  la  paix  faite.  Je 
crois  qu’elle  nous  convenoit  aufli  rcciproqtiement;  nous  vous  rvii- 
nions  par  mer,  vous  npus  ruiniez  par  terre:  votis  faifiez  des  con- 
qufoes  fur  terre  dont  vous  n’aviez  pas  befoin,  aux  ddpens  de  votre 
commerce,  et  de  votre  marine,  pendant  que  nous  prodiguions  fur  terre 
les  fruits  de  I’un  et  de  I’autre.  11  n’a  pas  tenu  i moi  que  cette  paix 
ne  fe  fCit  faite  I’annce  dernidre;  foyons  plus  fages  k I’avenir,  et  reftons 
bons  amis.  Nous  connoiflbns  chacun  i-pnifent  notre  cld-mcnt,  le 
vbtre  e’eft  la  terre,  le  nbtre  e’eft  la  mer,  et  nous  nous  y tiendrons  i 
I’avenir.  Si  nous  cuffions  fourni  a nos  allids  en  argent  la  moitij 
feulement  de  cc  qu’ils  nous  ont  coutd  par  terre,  et  que  nous  euflions 
employe  I’autrc  moitie  de  furcroit  par  mer,  vous  auriez  etc  plutdt  las 

de 
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atUUtioiul  efforts  l)y  lea,  you  woijkl  Irave  Ijcea  -fooner  tired  of 
•'the  war;  ''by  that  means  the  queen  of  Hungary  would  have  liad 
more  mtmerons  armies  by  land,  for  it  is  not  incn  Ihe-  w.aiUs,  but 
money,  and  we  Ihcnild  have  had  larger  ’fleets,  whieh  not  only  colt 
■ us  nothing,  but  bring  home  immenlc  I'luns.  It  has  been  eompu- 
-ted,  and  I believe  the  ailcidation  tu  bC' a pretty  jult  one,  that  |iie 
'value  of  th*  prizes  we  have  taken  ui  tlte  courl'e  of  this  war  amounts, 
would  you  believe  it  r to  five  millions  flerlingi  at  leai'i.  To  l4y  the 
truth,  though  the  war  has  tertdnly  been  very-  glorious  for  you,  we 
' have  been  the  greateft  gainers  by  it  in  the  mailt.  Wc  have  jtrefer- 
-ved  to  thc'houfc  of  Auftriaiall  thole*  covuitries  which,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  w'ar,  were  given  up  for  loft ; we  have  jwocured 
. her  the  imperial  dignity ; our  trade  and  our  navy,  far  from  having 
fufFered,  have  been  greatly  improveti  by  the  war.  It  is  true,  on  the 
other  hand,  that  oiu-  armies  in  Flanders,  and  the  fublidies  we  paid, 
have  coft  us  irameule  fums.  You  have  gaiited  a fettlement  in’  Italy 
for  the  formidable  Don  Philip,  you  have  obtained  three  viclories  in 
Flanders,  and  you  h;.ve  taken  a great  many  towns,  which  you  now 
reftorc ; but  your  trade  and  your  navy  have  fuifered  fo  much,  os 
not  to  recover  it  in  many  years.  Such  are  the  fruits  of  the  war  on 
both  fides  ; as  for  thole  of  the  peace,  the  faireft  for  me  is  the 
profpe<£t  of  paying  my  court  to  you  at  Paris  or  at  bagatelle.  I long 
for  that  day,  but  cannot  fix  it  as  yet.  Knowing  you  as  1 do,  anti 
wilhing  for  that  moment  as  I do,  are  but  one  and  the  fame  thing. 
Good  night,  madam. 


LETTER  XXV. 

' !'  ■ I 

TO  THE  SAME. 

• ■» 

London,  May  24,  O.  S.  1748. 

. A S all  our  fhips  that  to  France  arg  fo  loaded  with  com  *,  tliat 
-*^Thavc  not  yet  found  room  for  my  bales  of  quiijos,  1 write  to 
you.  Madam,  after  the  old  faihion,  the  invention  of  Cadmus,  who 

* The  Scxith  provinces  of  F ranee  were  greatly  diftrellU  for  want  of  bread,  which  rofe  to  ao,ex- 
orbitant  price  at  the  cod  of  the  war ; anu  they  were,  upoa  the  coocluiioa  of  the  peace,  fuppli- 
•d  ta  great  abundance  with  cot;^  from  fngland. 
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de  la  guerre;  car  moyennant  cela,  la  reine  tniongrie  auroit  eu  de 
plus  grandes  armies  par  teire,  puifque  ce  n'eft  pas  les  hommes,  mais 
Fargent  qui  lui  manquenr,  et  nous  aurions  eu  de  plus  grofles  flottcs, 
qui  non  feulement  ne  nous  coutenr  rien,  mais  qui  nous  appor- 
teiit  des  Ibmmes  iramenfes.  On  a fait  un  calcul,  qvie  je  crois  itre 
aflez  exail,  de  la  valeur  des  prifes  que  nous  avons  faites  pendant  cette 
guen'c,  et  le  croiriez-vous  ? il  monte  au  moins  i cinq  .millions  de 
livres  llcrlin.  A dire  le  vrai,  quoique  la  guerre  vous  ait  furement 
cte  fort  glorieufe,  ntJus  y avons  gagnc  au  fonds  plus  que  vous.  Nous 
avons  conferve  a la  maifon  d’Autriche  tous  ces  pais,  qu’au  commence- 
ment dc  la  guerre  on  regardoit  comme  perdus  jxmr  elle;  nous  lui 
avons  procure  de  plus  la  dignite  imperiale : notre  conunerce  et  notre 
marine,  loin  d’avoir  fouffert,  fe  font  beaucoup  augmentcs  par  la 
guerre.  II  eft  vrai  de  I’autre  c6te  que  nos  armies  en  Flandres,  et  les 
fubfides  que  nous  payions  nous  ont  furieufement  coute.  Vous  avcz 
gagni  un  etabliflement  en  Italie  pour  le  redoutable  Don  Philipije, 
vous  avez  eu  trois  \d<ftoires  en  Flandres,  et  vous  y avez  pris  un  grand 
nombre  dc  villes  que  vous  reftituez;  mais  votre  commerce  ct  votre 
marine  y ont  fouffert  au  point  de  ne  fe  pas  remettrc  de  bien  des  an- 
■nees.  Voila  les  fruits  de  la  guerre  de  pait  et  d’autre;  pour  ceux  de 
la  paix,  le  plus  beau  pour  moi  eft  cclui  de  ixnivoir  un  jour  vous  faire 
ma  cour  a Paris  ou  a Bagatelle.  Je  languis  pource  monaent  fans 
jxmvoir  encore  le  fixer.  X'ous  connoitre  comme  je  le  fais,.  et  fou- 
haiter  ce  moment  comme  je  le  fais,  ne  font  que  la  meme  chofe.-  Bon. 
foir,  madamc. 


1.  E T T R E XXV. 

A L A ,M  b M E. 

A ce  24  Mai,  V,  S.  1748. 

/^OMME  tous  nos  vaiflcaux  qui  vont  en  France  font  fi  chaigcs 
de  bleds*,  que  je  n'ai  pas  enairc  pu  trouver  place  pour  mcs 
' ballots  de  quipos,  je  vous  ecris,  madame,  a la  vied  le  mode,  felon 
' I'invcntion  de  Cadmus,  qiii  imagina,  dit-on,  les  lettres  il  y a deux 
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is  faid  to  liave  contrived  letters  two  or  three  thouhmd  ycafs  ago,  or 
longer;  but  whether  1 make  iii'e  of  the  old  or  new  iavention,  to 
convey  my  thoughts  to  you,  I fliall  certainly  find  none  that  can 
exprefs  the  warmth  and  fincerity  of  my  fentiments  as  1 could  wifli, 
and  I muft  always  leave  you  Ibmetliing  to  find  out  on  that  fcore; 
but  it  gives  me  the  lefs  concern,  as  I know  you  have  too  much  tlif- 
cernment  not  to  do  me  juftice.  We  commonly  judge  of  others 
by  ourfelves;  and  thofe  who  have  fentiments  themfelves,  always 
fuppofe  the  flunc  in  others,  imlefs  they  have  evident  proofs  to 
■the  contrary. 

Your  invitation  to  come  ambaflador  to  Paris,  would  have  been 
-very  tempting  Ibme  years  ago,  when,  1 confefs,  noife  and  fplendor 
had  great  attractions  for  me;  but  now  that  all  my  wiflies  center 
in  a quiet  life,  I fliall  like  better  to  pay  my  refpeCts  to  you  as  a 
little  private  man,  and  a traveller.  Lord  Chefterfield  would  quietly, 
and  without  interruption,  enjoy  the  fociety  and  the  delightful  fup- 
piers  of  « « «;  whereas  the  ambaffador  would  frequently  be  forced 
•to  give  up  thefe  delicious  moments,  to  receive  or  difpatch  tirefome 
packets,  to  go  through  ceremonies,  or  to  treat  with  your  minifters. 
No,  madam,  I will  have  you  be  the  foie  objeCt,  and  not  the  epifode, 
of  my  journey  to  Paris.  However,  it  wiU  not  be  this  year,  my 
private  concerns  will  not  admit  of  it;  and  bcfides,  in  the  prefent 
pofture  of  affairs,  the  public,  who  always  feeks  and  finds  fecret 
.motives  in  every  thing,  w'ould  not  fail  to  fupjxife  I was  gone  upon 
fome  fecret,  and  confequently  more  important,  negociation. 

The  jieace  feems  to  be  growing  general;  our  good  ally  the  queen 
•of  Hungary  is  already  come  into  it,  and  no  doubt  your  good  Ca- 
tholic ally  will  do  the  fame.  All  tliis  might  juft  as  well  have 
been  done  two  years  ago,  if  England  and  France  had  ple.afed,  and 
it  would  have  been  better  for  both.  Our  feveral  allies  have  coft  us 
very  dear;  let  this  be  a leflon  for  the  time  to  come. 

Your  pupil,  whom  you  are  fo  kind  as  to  inquire  after,  is  now 
at  Leipfig,  where  he  will  continue  feven  months  longer,  to  finifli 
a certain  courfe  of  ftudies,  which  that  univerlity  is  very  fit  for, 
i mean  the  German  language,  hiftory,  and  the  public  law  of 
the  empire.  From  thence  he  will  take  a turn  to  Turin,  to  polilh 
him,  that  you  may  be  lefs  afliamcd  of  liim  when  he  has  the  honor 
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ou  trois  mille  ans  ou  plus;  mais  j’aurois  beau  me  fervir  lies  \icilles 
ou  profiter  ties  nouvelles  inventions,  pour  vous  conimuniquer  mes 
jK-nlees,  jc  n’en  trouverai  pas  lurement  quciqu'une  qiii  vous  expli- 
quera  comme  je  le  voudrois  touts  la  vivadte  et  la  verite  dc  mes  I'cii- 
timens,  et  il  me  faudra  toujours  vous  laifler  quelque  chofc  i penfer 
I'ur  cet  artidc ; mais  j’en  luis  moins  cn  peine  parccque  je  lais  qu'e 
vous  penfez  trop  Jufte,  pour  ne  me  pas  rendre  jullite.  Nous  juge- 
ons  ordinairement  des  autres  par  nous-memes,  et  ceux  qui  ont  des 
I'entimens  eux-memes,  en  fuppofent  toujours  aux  autres,  a moins 
qu’ils  n’ayent  fait  leurs  preuves  du  contraire. 

L’invitation  que  vous  me  faites  de  venir  ambafladeur  a Paris,  au- 
roit  etc  bien  tentantc  il  y a quclijues  annees.  Le  bruyant  et  le 
briUant  avoient,  je  I’avouc,  des  chairnes  jxjur  moi;  mais  d prefent 
que  la  douceur  de  la  vie  eft  mon  uniiiue  objet,  je  trouverai  bien 
plus  moncompte  i vous  rendre  mes  devoirs  comme  petit  particulier 
et  voyageur.  Mylord  Cheftcrfield  jouiroit  a fon  aile  et  fans  inter- 
ruption de  la  fiK'i^te,  et  des  aimables  foupers,  de  * * au  lieu  que 
monfieur  rAmbafladeur  fe  trouveroit  fouvent  oblige  de  rcnoncer  a 
dc  ft  doux  momens,  pour  recevoir,  et  pour  exjiedier  des  pacquets 
ennuyeux,  elTuyer  des  ceremonies,  ou  joucr  au  plus  fin  avec  vos 
miniftres.  Non,  madame,  je  veux  que  vous  Ibyez  I’linique  objet,  et 
non  pas  I’epifode,  de  mon  voyage  a Paris;  ce  ne  fera  pourtant  pas 
cette  annee,  mes  arrangemens  particuliers  ne  le  permettent  point, 
et  d’ailleurs,  dans  la  fituation  prefente  des  affaires,  Ic  public,  qui 
chcrche,  et  qui  trouve  finefle  en  tout,  me  fupixjferoit  negociateur 
fecret,  et  d’autant  plus  imiwitant  pour  cela. 

Voici  la  paix  qui  s’arrondit,  notre  bonne  alliee  la  reine  d’Hongrie 
y a pris  d^ja  fa  place,  et  votre  bon  allie  catbolique,  fans  doute,  cn 
fera  dc  meme.  Tout  ceci  auroit  pu  fe  faire  cgaleracnt  il  y a deux 
ans,  fi  I’Angleterre  et  la  France  reuflent  voulu,  et  dies  y auroient 
routes  deux  gagnd:  nos  allies  r&iproques  nous  ontcoute  bien  cher; 
profitons  au  moins  de  cette  experience  it  I’avenir. 

Votre  61eve,  dont  vous  avez  la  bonte  de  vous  informer,  eft  ac-  | 
tuellcment  i Leipfig,  ou  il  reftera  encore  fept  mois,  jxiur  finir  un 
certain  cours  d’^tudes,  auquel  cette  univerfite  eft  tres  propre,  e’eft-a- 
dire  la  langue  Allemande,  I’hiftoire,  et  le  droit  public  de  I’empire. 
De  li  il  fera  un  tour,  pour  fix  mois,  a I’acad^mie  a Turin,  afin  de 
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of  being  yours  at  Paris.  Y es,  Madam,  I fay  yours ; for  the  mo- 
ment he  is  at  Paris,  he  will  be  none  of  mine;  you  lhall  direifl  him 
as  you  think  projx;r,  and  I will  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  him. 
I am  well  afliired  your  friendfliip  will  prompt  you  to  take  this 
trouble  ujxin  you,  and  there  is  nothing  in  which  you  can  oblige 
me  fo  much.  Hitherto  his  behaviour,  and  the  progrefs  he  has 
made,  give  me  great  room  to  hope  that  he  will  not  be  unworthy 
of  your  regard. 


LETTER  XXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  July  5,  O.  S,  1748. 

XT^OU  don't  do  me  juftice,  madam;  I am  highly  plcafed  with 
the  Peruvian  letters,  and  it  was  by  no  means  with  a view  to 
them,  that  I complained  of  the  fafliionable  refinements  and  embar- 
ralfments  of  writing;  on  the  contrary,  there  is  a great  deal  of  nature 
and  common  fenfe  in  thefe  letters.  Only  I could  have  wilhed  that 
Zilia,  juftly  provoked  at  the  behaviour  of  Aza,  had  married  Detter- 
ville  out  of  gratitude.  I don't  fay  for  love;  love  is  not  fo  foon 
tnuisferred  from  one  object  to  another,  hut  it  is  certain  that  love 
may  be  extinguilhed,  and  would  be  fo  at  once  for  an  obje<fl  that 
had  made  himfelf  fo  unworthy  of  it  as  Aza;  then  :ui  indifference 
for  all  other  obje<fls  enfucs,  and  not  only  fuffers,  but  inclines,  usl 
to  give  ourfelves  up  to  fentiments  of  gratitude  and  eftcem.  It  is 
true,  your  French  authors  have  applied  themfclves,  much  more 
than  ours,  to  the  ftudy  of  the  human  heart.  La  Rochefoucault 
and  la  Bmyere  + have  fearched  into  its  inraoff  rcceffes ; but  their 
fucceffors,  who  have  thought  themielves  obliged  not  only  to  go 
lieyond  them,  but  even  to  outdo  each  other,  have  fpun  out  their 
analyfis  to  the  utmoft  refinement  of  nonfenfe. 

^'ou  will  parcbn  me,  madam,  if  I am  not  quite  of  your  opinion 
with  regard  to  yoiu-  pupil,  I even  hope  to  bring  you  o\1;r  to  mine. 

* The  maxims  of  that  author  were  much  admired  by  lord  ChcAerficM. 

i The  celebrated  Frca-'h  tranflator  niiJ  imitaior  of  ThiophraAu^.  His  will  atsvays 

maintain  the  juA  npuUlijiitbcy  have  ^quirc^l,  DclwllIilaiici&gtbccAbrvS  of  Ijinc  critics  to  depre- 
ciaie  iLein. 

I Confider 
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le  decrotter,  au  point  que  vous  en  ayez  moins  lionte,  quand  il  aura 
I’honneur  de  vous  appartcnir  d Paris.  Oui,  madarne,  je  me  Jers  du 
tcrmc  dc  vous  appartenir,  puifque  du  moment  qu’il  fera  i Paris,  j’y 
renonce;  c’ell  a vous  4 en  ordonner  comme  vous  jugerez  i propos, 
je  no  m’en  milerai  jilus.  Votre  amiti^  m’eft  garant  que  vous  vou- 
drez  bien  vous  charger  de  ce  foin,  et  rien  au  monde  ne  peut  m'etre 
fi  lenfible.  Jufqu’ici  faconduite,  et  les  progres  qu’il  a fails,  me  don- 
nent  tout  lieu  d’efj>6rer  qu’U  ne  fera  pas  indigne  de  vos  foins. 


L E T T R E XXVI. 


A LA  MEME. 


ALondrM,  5 Juilkt,  V.  S-  17+8. 

\70US  me  faites  tort,  madarne;  Je  goute  infiniment  les  lettres 
’ d’unc  Peruvienne,  et  ce  n’etoit  nidlement  par  rapport  a dies, 
que  je  me  plaignois  des  raffinemens,  et  des  entortillemens  a la  mode; 
au  contraire,  il  y a beaucoup  de  naturel  et  de  fens  commun.  J’aurois 
voulu  feulement  que  Zilia,  juftement  outree  du  precede  d’Aza,  cut 
qx)ufe  Detterville  jnr  reconnoilTance.  Je  ne  dis  pas  par  amour; 
I’amour  ne  fe  transjwrte  pas  fi  t6t  d’un  objet  k un  autre,  mais  il  eft 
fur  que  I’amour  ix;ut  s’deindre,  et  s’eteindroit  tout  a coup,  poiu:  un 
objet  qui  s’en  feroit  rendu  aulli  indigne  qu’Aza;  alors  I’indifterencc 
par  rapport  a tons  les  autres  objets  fuccede,  et  non  feulement  nous 
ixirmet,  mais  meme  nous  jxjrte  a nous  livrer  aux  fentimens  de  re- 
connoilTancc  et  d’eftime.  Il  eft  vrai  que  vos  auteurs  P'ranc^is  fe 
font  appliques  bien  plus  que  les  ndtres  d ctudier  le  coeur  de  I’homme. 
La  Rochefoucault * et  la  Bruyere  -f-  en  ont  bien  developpc  tons  les  plis, 
et  les  replis ; m:ds  leurs  fuccefieurs,  qui  fe  font  crus  obliges,  non  leule- 
raent  de  rencherir  fur  eux,  mais  aufli  les  uni  fur  les  autres,  ont  poullc 
leurs  analyfes  jufqtt'au  plus  fin  galimatias. 

Vous  me  panlonnerez,  madarne,  fi  je  ne  fuis  pas  tout-a-fait  de 
votre  fentiment  au  fujet  de  votre  dleve;  je  crois  mtrae  vous  mener  au 
mien.  Faites  reflexion  qull  eft  tout  convert  de  la  poufliere  des  col- 
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Confider,  he  is  covered  all  over  with  the  nift  of  the  colleges  of 
Leiplig,  that  he  has  no  kind  of  breeding,  and  that,  with  a very 
]>retty  perfon,  he  looks  very  aukward;  and  judge  what  would  be 
the  confequcncc,  if  he  were  to  make  his  firft  appearance  in  fuch 
a world  as  Paris.  Confeious  and  alhamed  of  not  being  like  other 
jxjople,  he  would  flnin  goo<l  comjxiny,  and  be  fhunned  by  them, 
and  would  take  refuge  amongft  his  elegant  countr}'men  at  the  Eng- 
lifli  coft'ee-houfe;  whereas  in  a fmall  place  like  Turin,  where  there 
is  a very  polite  court,  an  academy,  and  good  company,  he  will  in- 
fenfibly  wear  ofFhis  ruft,  without  being  difeouraged;  and  aftenvards, 
w'hen  he  is  more  admilTible,  Paris,  your  kindnefs,  and  above  all, 
your  example,  will  put  the  finifliing  hand.  1 confefs  I am  as  im- 
patient as  an  author,  to  fee  a fine  and  corrciR  edition  of  my  work, 
which  will  never  be,  till  you  have  been  kind  enough  to  correifl  it. 


LETTER  XXVII. 


TO  THE  SA.ME. 

Loiulon,  July  30,  O,  S.  1748. 

T Am  jull  returned  from  a journey  of  forty  leagues,  which  1 have 
taken  to  drink  fome  tvaters*,  that  have  been  of  great  fervicc  to  me, 
but  have  balanced  that  atlvantage,  by  depriving  me  of  your  laft  letter 
for  a few  days.  I fliall  make  another  excurfion  into  the  country  to 
morrow  for  a fortnight,  not  from  choice  but  neceffity,  for  1 have  at 
j)rcfcnt  no  dwelling-place.  I am  moving  out  of  my  old  houfc, 
anti  my  new  one  is  not  yet  habitable,  lb  that  I muft  hve  ujxjn  my 
friends  a few  weeks  longer.  If  la  rue  de  ***  or  Bagatelle  tvere  but 
between  my  two  houfes,  I Riould  not  repine  at  the  inconvenience 
that  I now  find  fo  provoking.  In  fix  weeks  time,  I hope  to  be  iit 
fome  meafure  fettled  in  my  habitation,  where  I lliall  at  laft  have 
a good  houfe.  I have  fitted  up  molt  of  my  nx>ms  quite- in  the 
Prench  tafte.  I have  a f|)acious  court-yard,  and  a large  garden,  two 
very  uncommon  things  in  this  town,  though  very  frequent  at  Paris. 


• Tliofc  of  Cheltenham. 
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leges  de  Leipfig,  qu’il  n’a  point  du  tout  de  manieres,  ct  que  malgre 
line  fort  jolie  figure,  il  a tres  mauvais  air;  ct  jugcz  cc  qui  en  le- 
roit,  fi  fon  premier  debut  etoit  dans  un  monde  comme  Paris.  Ne 
fc  fentant  pas  fait  comme  les  autres,  et  honteux  de  ne  I’Ctre  pas, 
il  eviteroit  les  bonnes  compagnies,  qui  leviteroient  aufli  a leur  tour, 
et  il  fe  refugieroit  aupres  de  les  aimables  compatriotes  au  cafie  An- 
glois;  au  lieu  que,  dans  un  jietit  endroit  comme  Turin,  ou  il  y a 
poiutant  une  cour  tres  jwlie,  une  acatlemie  bicn  reglee,  et  bonne 
compagnie,  il  fe  decrottera  infenfiblement  fans  fe  rebuter;  apres 
quoi,  devenu  plus  pr^fenPablc,  Paris,  vos  bontes,  et  ce  qui  plus  eft 
encore,  votre  exemple,  y mettront  la  dcrni^re  main.  J’avouc  que  je 
m’impatiente,  comme  un  auteur,  poiu-  voir  une  belle  et  correfte 
edition  de  mon  ouvrage,  ce  qui  n’arrivera  qu’apres  que  vous  aurez 
bicn  voulu  le  corriger. 


L E T T R E XXVll. 

A LA  M E M E. 

A Londrc5,  cc  30  juillct,  V.  S.  174?* 

T E reviens  d'uii  voyage  que  j’ai  fait  i quarantc  licues  tl'ici,  jwur 
^ prendre  des  eaux  *,  qui  m’ont  fait  beaucoup  de  bicn,  mais  qifi  ont 
contrebalance  ce  bicn,  en  me  privant  jx)ur  quclques  jours  de  votre 
derniere  lettrc.  Je  fais  encore  demain  tine  autre  courfe  a la  cam- 
pagne  pour  quin  ze  jours,  jiaspar  choix  mais  par  nccelfite,  car  afluellc- 
ment  je  n’ai  point  de  domicile,  je  demenage  tie  ma  vieille  mailtin, 
8c  je  ne  puis  pas  encore  entrer  dans  ma  nouvelle,  tie  fatjon  qu'il 
me  fautlra  encore  quelques  femaines  vivre  aux  dtipeus  tic  mes  amis. 
Encore  fi  la  rue  tie***  ou  Bagatelle  fe  trouvoit  entre  nu*s  deux 
maifons,  je  fouffrirois  volontiers  le  derangement,  qui  me  fait  enra- 
gcr  a cette  heure.  Dans  fix  femaines  j'efi>cre  tl’etre  etabli,  tant 
bien  que  mal,  dans  mon  li6tel,  ou  a la  fin  jc  ferai  bicn  loge.  J’ai  ac- 
commod6  la  pliipart  de  mes  chambres  enrierement  d la  Francoile. 
J’ai  une  grande  cour,  et  un  grantl  jartUn,  deux  choies  tres-rarcs 
dans  cette  ville,  quoique  tres-communes  a Pari?.  Enlin,  venez  la 
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In  fliort,  maibm,  come  and  fee  it ; it  is  but  a ftcp  from  your 
houfc,  and  I will  engage  that,  except  gtxxl  living,  girod  company,  and 
all  that  makes  fodcty  agreeable,  you  would  Hill  think  yourfelf  at 
I’;uis. 

A little  pamphlet  has  lately  been  imixjrted  from  Paris,  wltich  is 
not  much  amifs,  entitled  the  year  1748  *:  it  foretells  a great  change 
that  is  to  hapi^)cn  on  the  firft  of  next  month ; no  lefs  than  a total 
and  reciprocal  exchange  of  fexes.  As  for  me,  who  :uu  not  nam- 
rally  over-credulous,  I can  fcarcely  believe  it,  though  I (liould  gladly 
confent  to  it  \ii»n  one  condition,  wliich  is  that  you  and  I Ihould 
make  the  exchange  one  with  the  other.  It  is  true  you  would  be  a 
great  lofer  by  the  bargain,  but  it  is  not  lefs  true  that  I Ihould  be  a 
great  gainer ; and,  in  eflentials,  who  cares  what  their  frieiKis  lofe, 
if  they  do  but  get  ? Decency  requires  that  we  Ihould  facrifice  i'ome- 
thing  to  our  friends  in  lefler  matters,  and  that  we  ihimld  Ihew  them 
fome  attentions  that  coll:  us  little  or  nothing ; but  a man  would  l)e 
ellecmcd  a favage,  who  flaould  llrain  the  fentiments  of  friendrtiip 
beyond  this.  Would  to  God  then,  madam,  that  on  the  firft  of  next 
month  I fliould  all  on  a fudden  find  myfelf  to  Ik;  you,  and  that  you 
Ihould  find  yourl'elf  to  be  your  moll  humble  fervant ! 


LETTER  XXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

. LonJoa,  Auguft  12,  O.  S.  J748. 

T)£  fo  good,  madam,  I conjure  you,  as  to  fay  to  the  prince 
of  Conti,  in  my  name,  ;ill  that  you  would  fay  yourltlf  if  you 
were  in  my  place;  tlien,  witty  as  he  is,  he  will  think  1 am  fo 
too,  for  I exjiect  you  Ihould  afiirm  at  the  fame  time  that  I hac-e 
writ  to  you  word  for  word  what  you  are  to  fay.  I don’t  fup- 
pofe  you  are  fo  miferly  as  to  tlcny  me  this  fmall  prefent,  which  you 
can  eafily  fparc,  and  wliich  I only  alk  you  to  bellow  out  of 

* mtn/tillrufi,  by  abbe  Coyer.  This  was  aa  ingcaious  imitation  ol  tlic  aaeui  m;ra- 
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voir,  madame  ; il  n'y  a qu’un  pas  dc  chcz  vous  ki,  et  j’ofc  vous 
alTurcr,  qu'a  Texcejition  de  la  bonne  dicre,  de  la  bonne  compagnic, 

•et  dc  tons  les  agremens  de  la  Ibcietc,  vous  vous  croiriez  encore  a. 
Pai'is. 

On  nous  a apporte  derniereijnent  de  Paris  une  petite  brochure,  pas 
mal  ecrite,  inlitulce  I’annce  1748®,  qui  predit,  pour  Ic  premier  du 
niois  prochain,  un  changement  trcs-conlidenible  ; il  nc  s’agit  de  rica 
nioins  que  de  la  m'tamorphofe  totalc  ct  rcdprotpie  dcs  deux  Icxcs. 
Pour  moi,  <pii  naturellemcnt  ne  fuis  jxis  trop  crbdule,  j’ai  de  la  peine 
i Ic  croire,  quoique  j'y  conl'entirois  vtdontiers  a une  condition,  qui  - 
feroit  que  vous  et  moi  nous  changeaffions  IXin  contre  I’autre.  Il 
eft  \ rai  <juc  vous  jjerdricz  bien  an  change,  mais  il  eft  aufli  vrai,  que 
j’y  gagnerois  l>caucouig  et  dans  les  chofes  elTcntiellcs,  qui  eft-cc  qui 
s’emburafl'c  dc  ce  que  leurs  amis  pcnlcnt,  pourvu  qu’ils  y ^agnent 
eux-m£mes  ? La  dtcencc  veut  qu’on  iacrifie  it  fes  amis  dc  jx;tits  ob- 
jets,  et  qu’on  leur  temoigne  dcs  attentions,  qui  nc  content  que  ixni 
ou  rien ; mais  on  i);iireroit  pour  Iroquois,  fi  on  ixjuflbit  plus  loin 
que  cela  les  fentimens  d’amitie.  Plut-a-Dieu  done,  madame,  que  le 
premier  du  mois  j)rochain,  je  me  trouve  tout-i-coup  vous,  et  que 
vous  voxis  trouviez  votre  tr£s~hunlble  ferviteur  I 
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alamIme.  * 

A Londresj  ct  22  cTAo«t,  V.S.  174.8* 

A YEZ  la  bonte,  jc  vows  cn  conjure,  naadame,  de  dire  pour  moi 
i monlieur  le  prince  de  Conti  tout  ce  qu’en  ma  place  vous  di- 
riez  vous-m6mc  ; alors,  avec  reiprit  qvi’il  a,  il  croira  quej’enai  aufti 
beaucoup,  car  jc  pretends  que  vous  lui  I'outeniez,  en  meme  terns,  que 
jc  vous  I’ai  berit  mot  a mot.  Je  nc  itcnfe  j)as  que  vous  Ibycz  aftez 
Iklre  pour  me  rei'uler  ce  petit  prefent,  dont  vous  ne  fentirez  pas  le 
befoin,  ct  que  je  ne  demande  que  de  votre  furaboudance.  Au  reftc, 

ajoutez, 
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your  overtlowings.  Be  pleafeU  to  add,  that  I hope  to  fend  him 
Ibmc  rcmiits  of  that  li)rt  of  hounds  fomc  time  hence.  Tlic  breed 
had  been  neglcefcd,  lincc  there  were  no  more  wolves  in  Ireland, 
but  1 have  writ  to  fome  of  my  friends  to  get  fome  made  for  me. 
\'our  warriors  will  have  Icifure  for  hunting,  at  leaft  for  fome  time, 
though  1 do  not  fee  that  they  bring  this  tlefinitive  treaty  to  a con- 
t lufion.  1 know  not  whofe  fault  it  is,  as  it  has  plainly  appeared 
that  you  with  for  peace,  and  it  is  very  certain  we  wilh  for  it  too  ; 
and  methinks  when  we  are  agreed,  our  refiM^dfive  allies  muft  alfo 
tome  into  tenns. 

Coidd  you  infonii  me,  madam,  w ho  is  intended  to  be  your  am- 
baflador  here  ? \Vc  fupix>fe  there  are  two  competitors,  monfieur  dc 
Mirejwix  and  marflial  de  Belleifle  ; for  my  part,  I only  wifli  he 
may  Ik;  a friend  of  yours,  and  confequently  that  he  may  have  the 
fame  opinion  of  you  as  I have. 

I will  endeavor  to  procure  the  papers  your  brother-in-law'  wants, 
but  all  the  gentlemen  who  could  help  me  to  them  are  ftill  in 
Flanders;  and  befides,  1 very  much  queftion  the  exadtnefs  of  our 
military  iwople  in  thofe  matters.  They  muft  be  allowed  to  fight 
well,  but  they  have  not  that  attention  and  that  tafte  for  their 
profeflion  as  yours  have. 

1 lee  plainly  you  are  not  convincetl  by  my  reafons  with  regard  to 
your  future  pupil : that  is  nothing  very  furprizing  ; but  what  is 
more  fo  is,  that  I flrouUl  not  acquiefee  in  yours.  * In  every  tiring 
there  muft  be  gradations,  and  the  leffer  cities  will  gradually  pre- 
pare him  for  the  larger.  Paris  fwanrrs  at  prefent  with  Englilh- 
men,  whom  I would  not  wilhngly  pro{x>fe  to  him  for  models  or  for 
acquaintance,  and  they  would  iirfallibly  be  both,  it  he  were  to 
go  there  juft  now  ; wdiereas  Turin  will  break  him  from  his  native 
■country,  and  then,  when  he  belongs  to  none,  he  will  certainly 
adopt  yours.  Adieu,  madam,  I excufe  you  the  reading  of  a w'hole 
page  ; pray  reward  me  by  adding  one  to  the  next  you  honor  me 
tvith. 
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ajoutez,  s’il  vous  plait,  quc  je  me  flattc  de  pouvoir  en  quelquc  tenis 
d’ici  lui  envoyer  des  rea’ues  de  cette  Ibrte  de  chiens  : on  en  avoit 
neglige  la  race,  depuis  qu’il  n’y  avoit  plus  de  loui*  en  Irlande,  niais 
j'ai  ecrit  a quelques-uns  de  mes  amis  de  m’en  faire  faire. 

Vos  guerriers  auront,  du  moins  pour  quclque  terns,  Ic  loifir  de 
chaJFcr,  quoique  jxjurtant  il  me  femble  que  cc  traits  d^finitif  nc  finit 
point.  Je  ne  fais  a qui  en  eft  la  fautc,  puifqu’il  a paru  aflez  claire- 
ment  que  vous  voulez  la  paix,  et  qu’il  eft  tres-ftlr  que  nous  la  vou- 
lons  aufli ; et  il  me  femble  que  dtis  que  nous  fommes  d’acconl,  il 
faut  bien  que  nos  allies  refiteilifs  marchent. 

Sauriez-vous,  madame,  qui  Ton  deftine  cliez  vous  pouramballa- 
deur  ici  ? Nous  fuppofons  ici  qu'il  a deux  concurrens  pour  cette  com- 
miffion,  monfieur  de  Mirepoix,  et  monlieur  le  marshal  de  Belleille ; 
pour  mtd  je  demande  feulcmcnt  qu’il  foit  de  vos  amis,  et  que  iiar 
confequent  il  penfe  comme  raoi  fur  votre  fujet. 

Je  t^herai  de  procurer  pour  monfieiu:  votre  beau-fr^re  les  papiers 
qu’il  fouhaite,  mais  it  prdl'ent  tous  ceux  qui  feroient  en  dtat  de  me  les 
foumir  font  encore  en  Flandres ; et  d’ailleurs,  pour  vous  dire  la  v^rit^, 
je  doute  beaucoup  de  J’exailitude  de  nos  militaires  dans  ces  mati^res 
li.  Us  fe  battent  bien,  il  en  faut  convenir ; mais  ils  n’ont  pas  cette 
attention,  et  ce  goftt  pour  leur  metier,  qu’out  les  vdtres. 

Je  vois  bien  que  vous  ne  convenez  pas  de  mes  raifons  au  fujet  de 
vxitre  futur  el^ve : cela  n’eft  pas  extraordinaire ; mais  ce  qui  I’eft,  e’eft 
que  je  ne  me  rende  point  aux  vdtres.  11  faut  en  tout  des  gradations, 
et  les  petites  villes  le  prepareront  peu-^-peu  pour  les  grandes.  Pa- 
ris founnille  adhiellement  d’Anglois,  que  je  ne  lui  donnerois  pas  vo- 
lontiers,  ou  pour  modeles  ou  pour  connoiffances,  mais  qtii  feroient 
infailliblement  l\m  et  Fautre  s’il  y alloit  prefentement ; au  lieu  que 
Turin  achevera  de  le  depaifer,  apres  quoi,  n’etant  plus  d'aucun 
pais,  il  adoptera  florement  ie  vdtre.  Adieu,  madame;  jevous  fais 
grace  d’une  page  entiere,  recorapenfez-moi  en  en  ajoutant  une  k 
celle  dont  vous  mlionorerez. 
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LETTER  XXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Sept.  O.  S.  1748. 

"VT  ES  indeed,  madam,  I have  a boudoir  (pouting  room)  but  it  has- 
one  fault,  which  b,  that  it  is  fo  chearful  and  fo  pleafant,  that 
there  will  be  no  fuch  thing  as  pouting  in  it  when  I am  alone.  That 
is  a fault  on  the  right  fide,  for  one  who  is  fuch  an  enemy  to  pouting 
as  I am,  and  may  be  remedied  at  any  time,  by  introducing  thofe 
elumfy,  tirefome,  and  difagreeable  {leople,  which  I am  obhged  to- 
admit  now  and  then.  When  an  animal  of  that  fort  fends  in  his 
name,  I fhall  dire£tly  run  to  my  boudoir,  as  to  my  fandhrary,  anti 
there  receive  him ; there  he  will  have  lefs  cffedi  upon  me,  for  we 
are  fo  framed,  that  external  objedls  have  no  fmall  influence  on  the 
mind,  and  many  a fool,  W'ho  W'ould  tire  me  to  death  in  a difmal 
room,  may  chance  to  amufe  me  in  a pleafant  and  ornamented  clofet. 
The  refult  of  all  this  is,  that  the  true  etymology  of  boudoir  b (to 
fpeak  Latin)  a non  boudare,  as  lucus  a wood  a non  lucendo’,  that  is 
to  fay,  that  you  neither  pout  in  the  one,  nor  lee  in  the  other.  If 
this  ftroke  of  profound  erudition  puaxles  you,  abbe  Sallicr,  whom  I- 
falute  with  all  my  heart,  will  explain  it,  and  make  you  fenfible  of 
ks  folidity-  Will  you  have  a defeription  of  my  boudoir,  as  well  as 
its  etymology?  Here  it  is.  The  wainfeot  and  ceiling  are  of  a fine 
blue,  with  a great  deal  of  carving  and  gilding;  the  hangings  and', 
•chairs  arc  worked  in  tent  IHtch,  in  a beautiful  pattern  of  flowers  on 
a white  ground.  Over  the  chimney,  which  is  of  GiaiJo  di  Sienna,  a 
great  deal  of  glafs,  with  carved  work  and  gilding,  ajid  in  the  mid- 
dle is  the  pidlure  of  a very  fine  woman  done  by  Kofalba.  I would 
deferibe  the  reft  of  my  houfo  ; but  as  the  1^'ond  Pliny  failed  iu  at- 
tempting a (lefeription  of  hb,  which  is  wholly  unintelligible,  1 could 
not  prefume  to  fucceed,  and  you  know  a wile  man  will  not  attempt 
wh.at  b beyoml  his  ftrength. 

Sure  your  cuftom-houfe  Cerberus’s  muft  be  much  more  inexora- 
ble than  ours,  for  I gave  flriift  charge' to  my  merdiant  not  to  fuffer 
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/^UI  vraiment,  madame,  j’ai  un  boudoir,  mais  il  a un  defaut,  c'ed 
qo'il  eft  ft  gai  ct  ft  riant,  qu’on  n’y  pourra  jamais  bonder  quaiid 
on  y fera  feul:  e'eft  un  defaut  aimable  jwur  qui  aime  la  bouderie  aufU 
ireu  que  moi,  mais  en  tout  cas,  il  eft  facile  de  le  reparer,  cn  y recevant 
les  gens  mauftades,  fikeheux,  et  defagreables,  que  de  terns  en  terns 
on  eft  oblige  d’effuyer.  Quand  on  m’annonccra  un  animal  de  la 
forte,  je  courrai  d’abord  a mon  boudoir,  comme  ^ mon  fandtuaire,  I’y 
recevoir;  li,  il  aura  moins  de  prife  fur  moi,  car,  de  la  faqop  que  nous 
fommes  faits,  les  objedls  exterieurs  ne  font  nullement  iiidifferens  par 
rapjxirt  a I’elprit,  et  tel  fot  qui  m’accableroit  dans  une  chambre  lu- 
gubre,  pourra  peut-etre  m’amufer  dans  un  cabinet  ornc  et  riant. 
De  tout  ceci  il  refulte,  que  la  veritable  etymologic  de  btjudoir  eft 
(f)our  parler  Latin)  ^ non  boudare  comme  lucus  un  bois  u non  lu- 
cendo  e’eft  4 dire  qu’on  ne  boude  point  dans  I’un,  et  qu'on  ne  voit 
goutte  dans  I’autre:  au  refte  ft  ce  trait  de  profonde  erudition  vous 
embaralle,  I’abbd  Sallier,  que  Je  falue  de  tout  mon  coeur,  vous  I’ex- 
pliquera,  et  vous  en  fera  fentir  toute  la  folidite.  Voulez-vous  la  de- 
fcriptlon,  aufli  bien  que  I’etymologie,  de  ce  boudoir?  La  voici.  La 
boiftire,  et  le  platfond  font  d’un  beau  bleu,  avec  bcaucoup  de  fculj)- 
tures  et  de  dorures;  les  tapiflerics  et  les  chaifes  font  d’tm  ouvrage 
£l  fleurs  au  petit-point,  d’un  deffein  magnifique  fur  un  fond  blanc  ; 
par  delTus  la  cheminee,  qui  eft  de  Giafto  di  Sienna,  force  glaces, 
fcidpmres,  dorures,  ct  au  milievi  le  portrait  d’une  tres  belle  femme, 
peint  par  la  Rofalba,  Je  vous  ferois  la  defeription  du  refte  de  la 
maifon,  mais  comme  le  fecond  Pline  a echoue  en  voulant  donner  la 
defeription  de  la  ftenne,  ou  Ton  n’entend  abfolument  rien,  jc  n^  pas 
pu  efp^rer  d’y  pouvoir  reuflir,  et  vous  favez  qu’il  eft  de  la  fagelle  de 
ne  pas  tenter  dcs  chofes  au  deffus  de  fes  forces. 

Il  faut  que  vos  Cerberes  de  la  douane  foient  bien  plus  inex* 
orables  que  les  ndtres,  car  j’;u  bien  inftruit  mon  marchand  de  ne  fe 
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the  fUks  to  be  feizeci,  for  want  of  a certain  compliment,,  which  goes 
a great  way  with  thofe  gentlemen.  I hope  your  controller  %\ill  be 
lb  civil  as  to  rcleafe  prifoners  that  are  to  be  fo  near  your  peribn. 

For  goodnefs  fake,  madam,  tell  me  why  your  parliament  is  fo 
exafjjerated  againft  a book  I have  juft  been  reading,  entitled^  les 
Moeurs*.  As  I had  feen  the  arret j before  I read  the  book,  I ex- 
pected to  find  it  full  of  impiety  and  profligacy;,  whereas  ! have 
found  religion  and  natural  law  ftrongly  eftablilhed  and'  inculcated, 
ftridl  morality,  and  all  the  duties  of  man  fully  pointed  out.  It  is 
true,  the  author  adopts  no  particular  feCt  or  mode  of  external  wor- 
fliip,  as  a part  of  religion;  but  this  was  no  bufinels  of  his  in  treating 
of  morality.  I know  the  clergy  of  all  religions  will  be  offended  at 
it,  but  is  that  a realbn  why  the  parliament  Ihould  be  fo  too?  Indeed 
I find  a great  deal  of  good  in  that  book;  there  is  good  fenfe,  wit, 
and  ftriking  pictures;  fometimes,  indeed,  the  reafonings  are  rather 
pretty  than  llrong,  and  frequently  the  author  feems  to  chufe  rather 
to  adorn  than  to  pufli  his  argument.  Is  it  fiifpeCted  at  Paris  who 
he  is?  For  my  part,  if  I were  to  give  a guefs,  1 fhould  fufpeCl  the 
author  of  the  Pcrfian  letters. 

Does  the  prince  of  Conti  think  I have  an  amiable  and  delicate  way 
of  faying  things?  That  is  to  fay,  madam,  have  you  faithfully  deli- 
vered my  meflage  to  him  in  the  manner  I told  you?  If  fo,  kings 
would  be  very  happy  to  be  ferved  as  I am ; for  then,  i)erhaps, 
none  but  the  few  who  approach  them  would  know  that  they  want 
imderftanding. 

j1  propos,  the  time  is  over,  and  the  metamOTphofis  I fo  much 
wifhed  lor  has  not  taken  place,  and  now  I defpair  of  it;  for,  when 
a prophecy  is  not  fulfilled  at  the  time  appointed,  there  is  an  end  of 
it.  At  leaft  I have  been  a gainer  by  the  impoUmre,  and  what  you 
fay  to  me  ujx)n  the  fubJeCl  is  almoft  as  good  as  the  metamorphofis 
itfelf,  for  I take  it  all  literally,  and  fhould  be  very  forry  to  examine 
too  narrowly  into  that  matter.  A man  feels  too  happy  when  he  is 
deceived,  or  deceives  himfelf,  to  his  own  advantage.  I wilh  you 

could 

• This  which  has  been  tranflaicd  and  puhlifhed  in  Engllfh,  was  compofed  by  Mr, 
Touihint.  The  oJTcnce,  which  it  gave  lo  ilicckrgy,  on  account  of  Ibmc  llings  at  Chrirfianiiy, 
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pas  laifler  prendre  les  ^toflfes,  faute  d’un  certain  compliment,  auquel 
ces  meflieurs  Ibnt  d’ordinaire  tr^s  fenflbles.  II  faut  efptrer  que  mon- 
fieur  votre  comptroleur  aura  la  politeflc  de  relk;her  des  prifonniers, 
qui  doivent  v’ous  toucher  de  li  pres. 

Dites  moi  de  grace,  madame,  pourquoi  votre  parlement  de  Paris 
a tant  fevi  centre  un  livre  que  je  viens  de  lire,  intitule,  Les  Moeurs*. 
Comme  j’avois  16  I’arrfet,  avant  que  d’avoir  lu  le  livre,  je  m’attendois  a 
trouver  dans  ce  dernier  routes  fortes  d’impi^tes,  et  de  relacheraent ; 
au  lieu  de  quoi  j’y  ai  trouve  la  religion  et  la  loi  naturcUe  fortemeiit 
Stabiles  et  inculquees,  une  morale  m6me  rigoim:ufe,  et  tous  les  de- 
voirs de  ITiomme  bien  conflates.  II  efl  vrai  que  I’auteur  n’adopte  ati- 
cune  fedle  particulicre,  ni  culte  exterieur  en  mati^re  de  religion,  atifli 
n’etoit-ce  pas  de  fon  reflbrt  en  traitant  des  moeurs.  Je  lens  bien 
que  les  ecclefiafliques  de  toutes  les  religions  en  feront  oflenfes, 
mais  efl-ce  une  railbn  pour  que  le  parlement  le  fok  aulTi  ? En  vcrite 
Je  trouve  beaucoup  de  bon  dans  ce  livre,  il  y a du  bon  fenSjdc  I’efprit 
et  des  portraits  bien  cara£lerifts ; il  efl  vrai’que  quelquefois  les  mifon- 
nemens  font  plus  jolis  que  forts,  et  il  femble  que  I’autcur  aime 
mieux  Ibuvent  orner  que  poufler  fon  argument.  Soupgonne-t-on 
a Paris  qui  e’en:  ? pour  moi,  fi  je  voulois  me  livrer  a des  conjectures, 
j’en  foupqonnerois  I’auteur  des  lettres  Pcrlanes. 

Monfieur  le  prince  de  Conti,  croit-il  que  j’ai  I’efprit  d^licat  et  ai- 
mable?  e’efl-a-dire,  madame,  vous  ^tes-vous  acquittCe  fidelement 
de  ma  commilHon  auprCs  de  lui?  en  ce  cas,  que  les  rois  feroient 
heureux  d’^re  fervis  comme  moi,  puifqu’alors  il  n*y  auroit  peut- 
etre  qu'une  vingtaine  de  ceux  qui  les  approchent  de  plus  pres,  qui 
fauroient  qu’ils  n’ont  point  d’efprit ! 

A propos,  le  terns  eft  ixiffe  fans  que  la  metamorphole  ique  je  Ibu- 
haitois  tai\t  fe  foit  faite,  et  d-prelent  j'en  defefpere,  car  dCs  que  les 
prophtties  ne  s’accompliflent  pas  a point  nomme,  e’en  efl  fait.  Au 
moins  j’ai  gagne  par  rimixjfture,  et  ce  qvie  vous  me  dites  fur  ce  fujet 
vaut  prefque  la  metamorphofe  m£me,  car  je  prends  tout  a la  lettre, 
et  je  me  donne  bien  garde  d'aprofondir  cette  matiere.  On  eft  troj) 
heureux  d’etre  trompe,  ou  de  fe  tromper  foi  mCme,  agreablcmcnt : 
je  voudrois  bien  que  vous  pvilfiez  m’avoir  une  pnreille  obligation, 

oMiged  the  author  to  fly  from  hii  country,  and  take  refuse  >n  Pniflia.  Lord  Chcftci’f.cIJ  waa 
mlftakcn  ia  attributing  ibU  performance  to  i\lontc!i|uicc, 
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Could  have  fuch  an  obligation  to  me,  but  how  can  tliat  be?  You 
would  not  thank,  me  for  telling  you  truths  that  are  generally  ac- 
knowledged, and  there  is  no  room  for  any  thing  beyond.  You 
leave  a great  deal  to  think,  but  nothing  to  fay. 


LETTER  XXX, 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  22  O.  S.  1748. 

’"I~'RULY,  madam,  I am  at  a lofs  how  to  deal  with  you.  You 
rejeifl;  the  plainell  truths,  becaufe  they  are  to  your  advan- 
tage. As  for  compliments,  we  have  long  fince  banilhed  them  from 
our  correfpondencc ; and  if  you  will  hear  of  nothing  but  your  faults, 
you  muft  apply  to  fomebotly  that  can  find  them  out.  It  is  true,  we 
like  better  to  be  told  of  what  we  wiflr  to  deferve,  or,  from  I'elf-love, 
fancy  we  deferve,  than  of  w'hat  we  really  do  deferve.  One  of  the 
anticnts,  I forget  which,  faid  to  Trajan;  Flattery  is  long  fince  ex- 
haujied  towards  your  predecejfors',  all  that  remains  for  us  towards 
you,  is  to  dare  be  filent  *.  This  then  is  the  method  I fliall  take  with 
you. 

How  I long  for  your  arms,  madam  1 The  expreflion  apjjears  ra- 
ther warm  and  tender;  I muft  explain  it,  in  cafe  the  letter  Ihould 
l>e  opened.  I long  then  for  tire  china  arms  (fconces)  you  arc  fo 
kind  as  to  fend  me  by  the  return  of  my  merchant,  who,  I am 
fure,  has  never  been  fo  impatiently  exitetfted  fince  he  was  born.  I 
truft  to  your  tafte,  and  care  not  what  color  they  are  of;  they 
cannot  be  amifs,  for  I have  already  every  poftible  color  in  my 
boudoir.  I fliall  therefore  plainly  thank  you  for  them,  madam, 
with  all  my  heart.  Voituref  would  not  fo  foon  have  difmifled  fo 
fine  a fubjedl  forliiswit,  nor  the  Chevalier  d’Her — J for  his  epi- 
•grams. 

* Thcfc  arc  P!inv*s  rcmarkaMc  n’Ords,  **  Simxil  cum  iampridem  novitas  omtiis  atiulationc  cmv> 

**  fum|Ma  Ht,  non  alius  crga  te  oovus  honor  fupcrcft,  <juam  fi  aiiquando  de  tt  taccre  axidcamus. 
;Panegyr.  It.  3. 

,t  An  author  formerly  much  admired  for  his  wit,  and  now  univcrially  dcfpifcd. 
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mais  le  moyen,  vous  ne  me  tiendriez  aucun  compte  dc  vcrit&>  re- 
connues,  et  pourtant  on  n’y  peut  rien  ajouter;  vous  donnez  bcaucoup 
a i>enfer,  mais  vous  ne  laillez  rien  i dire. 


L E T T R E XXX. 

* A L A M £ M E. 

A Londrcs,  cc  22  Sept.  V.  S,  1748* 

/^’EST  que  je  ne  fais  plus  comment  m’y  prendre  avec  vous, 
madame,  vous  rejettez  les  v6ritcs  les  plus  fimples  parcequ’ellcs 
vous  font  avantageufcs.  Pour  les  compllmens,  nous  les  avions  d6ja 
bannis  de  notre  commerce  dcpuis  longtems  ; et  £L  vous  voulez  feule,- 
ment  entendre  parler  de  vos  defauts,  il  faut  vous  adrcfler  a quel- 
qu’un  qui  vous  en'connoilTe.  Il' eft  vrai  qu'on  s’cntend  dire  plus 
volontiers  les  chofes  qu’on  <voudroit  mcriter,  ou  que,  par  illufton,  on 
crok  meriter,  que  celles  qu’on  merite  riellement.  Un  andcn,je  ne 
fais  plus  lequel,  dilbit  a Trajan ; la  flatterie  ejl  ipui/ee  depuis  longtems 
tnvers  vos  predhejpeurs ; tout  ce  qui  nous  rejle  .donc  d votre  egard,  c'ejl 
d'ofer  nous  taire*.  Voila  done  le  parti  que  je  prens. . 

Que  je  languis  pour  vos  bras,  madame!  L’exprefiiton  paroit  vive 
et  tendre ; il  faut  Texpliquer,  en  cas  qu’on  ouvre  la  lettre.  Je  languis  ■ 
tlonc  pour  ces  bras  de  porcelaine,  que  vous  avez  la  bonti  do  m’en- 
voyer  par  le  retour  dc  mon  marchand,  <pu,  depuis  qu’il  eft  au  mondc,  , 
n’a  jamais  <kb.  attendu  avec  une  impatience  bgale  a la  mienne.  Je 
m’en  fie  bien  a votre  gout,  ctje  ne  m’embarafle  pus  de  la  couleur,;- 
j’ai  d^ja  toutes  les  couleurs  du  monde  dans  te  boudoir,  de  fac^n  que 
vos  bras  n’y  peuvent  pas  etre  d^plac6s,  de  quelque  couleur  qu’ils 
foient.  Je  voUs  cn  rcmercierai  done,  madame,  de  tout  mon  coeur, 
et  tout  fimplement.  Voiture  t n’auroit  pas  ii  t6t  quitt^  un  fi  beau  fujet 
jxHir  fon  efprit,  ni  le  chevalier  (Tiler — J {wur  les  epigrammes. 

X Tlie  letters  published  oivIcMlial  name  were  written  hy  Mr.  <k  Fonternlle,  when  very  yovng* 
They  atuund  ia  winktlrD  aoJ  conceits,  and  are  in  all  rcl'pc£(s  unworthy  of  tluu  autliur, ' 
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Your  firc-inan  is  employed  in  preparing  the  grand  fire-works, 
that  are  to  be  played  off  here  for  the  condufion  of  the  peace.  1 
am  only  afraid  his  gimixjwder  will  grow  mouldy,  and  the  prepara- 
tions be  fix)iled,  before  the  end  of  the  endlefs  definiti\-e  treaty.  I 
Ihould  be  very  glad  to  be  of  I'ervice  to  your  artift ; but  you  will  for- 
give me,  I am  fure,  if,  being  juft  come  into  my  new  houfe,  I do 
not  chufe  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  blowing  it  up  or  burning 
it  down,  or  even  of  fmoking  the  furniture,  the  ufual  confeiiuen- 
quences  of  fire-works  in  the  neighbourhood.  As  for  your  compo- 
fer  Adolphati,  I lhall  tell  you  honeftly,  I prefage  no  good  for 
him  in  this  country.  The  opera  we  are  to  have  this  winter, 
being  wholly  managed  by  an  imprefario  from  Italy,  w ho  brings 
along  with  liim  his  ovm  company  and  his  own  compofer,  there  is 
no  opening  that  way.  As  to  oratorios,  motets,  and  that  kind  of 
mufic,  there  is  ftill  lefs.  Handel,  who  is  xmqueftionably  the 
greateft  compofer  in  Europe,  has  given  fo  many  that  we  are  fur- 
feited  with  them,  and  nobody  goes  to  hear  them.  It  is  enough 
that  he  comes  from  you,  to  quicken  my  endeavours  to  ferve  him, 
but  I doubt  it  will  be  to  no  purjwle. 

I wilh  you  a good  night,  madam ; the  tediouftieft  of  this  letter 
may  poflibly  conirlbtrte  to  give  you  one- 


LETTER  XXXI. 

1TO  THE  SAME. 

liondon,  Noranber  21,  O.  S.  1744. 

T T is  but  within  thefe  four  days,  madam,  that  I am  returned 
* from  Bath.  My  old  complaints  had  obliged  me  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  thofe  waters;  and  during  my  ftay  there,  the  head-ake 
and  fwimmings  in  my  head  have  made  me  utterly  incapable  of 
faying  the  leaft  tiling  to  you,  and  my  head  was  not  much  in  a 
condition  to  explain  to  you  the  fentiments  of  my  heart.  My  com- 
fort wras,  you  have  been  long  acquainted  with  them.  In  the  mean 

time 
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Votre  homme  feu  eft  employe  clans  le  grand  feu  d’artifice  qu’on 
doit  tirer  ica  au  fujet  de  la  conclufion  de  la  paix;  jc  crains  feulement 
que  fa  pwudre  ne  fe  moififfe,  et  quo  fcs  preparatifs  ne  fe  gitent,  avant 
que  le  traite  definitif  qui  ne  finit  point  ne  fe  finiffe.  Je  ferois-charmc 
de  rendre  fervice  a votre  artifte,  mais  vous  me  pardonnercz,  j’en  fuis 
fCir,  fi  en  entrant  d’abord  dans  ma  nouvelle  maifon,  jc  ne  lui  donne 
pas  roccafion  de  la  faire  fauter  ou  bruler,  ou  d’en  cnfumer  m^me  les 
meubles;  fuites  ordinaires  du  voifmage  d’un  feu  d’artifice.  Pour 
votre  compofiteur  Adolphati,  je  vous  dirai  naturellement  que  je  n’au- 
gure  rien  d’avantageux  pour  lui  dans  ce  paj's;  I’opera,  quo  nous  de- 
vocs  avoir  cet  hiver,  6tant  entierement  fous  la  dire<ftion  d’un  feul 
imprefario  qui  vient  d’ltalic,  et  qui  mene  avcc  lui,  ct  fa  troupe,  et 
fon  compofiteur,  de  forte  que  de  ce  c6tc  la  il  n’y  a pas  d’ouverture 
pour  notre  virtuofo.  Du  c6t6  des  oratorios,  des  motets,  et  de  cette 
forte  de  mufique,  il  y en  a encore  moins.  Handel,  qui  fans  contredit 
eft  le  plus  grand  compofiteur  de  I’Europe,  en  ayant  tant  clonn6  qu’on 
en  eft  las,  et  qu’on  n’y  va  plus.  Il  fuffit  qu’il  me  vienne  de  votre 
part  pour  que  je  fafle  tous  mes  efforts  pour  le  fervir ; mais  franche- 
ment  je  crains  quo  ce  ne  foit  inutilement. 

Bon  foir,  madame ; aulli  la  longueur  de  cette  Icttrc  ixnirra  bicn 
y contribuer. 


L E T T R E XXXI. 

ALA  M i M C. 

A Lontlrts,  ce  ji  Kov.  V.  S.  1748. 

JE  reviens,  madame,  depuis  quatre  jours  feulement  des  Bains, 
auxquels  mes  vieilles  indifpofitions  m’avoicnt  oblig^  d’avoir 
recours.  Pendant  mon  ftjour  la,  des  vertiges,  et  des  migraines,  icai- 
doient  ma  ttte  tres-indigne  de  vous  dire  la  moindre  chofe,  et  ellc 
n’^toit  gueres  en  ^at  de  vous  expliquer  les  fentimens  de  mon  coeur: 
ce  qui  m’en  confoloit,  e’etoit  que  vous  les  connoiffiez  depuis  long*- 
terns.  En  attendant,  je  me  trouve  eiidett^  de- quatre  lettres,  que 
VoL.  II.  O j’ai 
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time,  1 find  myfclf  indebted  to  you  in  four  letters,  conveyed  by 
diffcient  channels.  Tljjs  is  a debt  I fliall  never  be  able  to  pay  in 
coin  of  the  fame  value,  and  1 mean  to  acquit  myfelf  only  by  my 
obedience  to  your  commands. 

It  muft  be  coufellcd  that  in  all  rcfpciRs  the  French  theatre  out- 
does all  others,  not  excepting  that  of  the  antients,  with  all  the 
rel'pcdf  that  is  due  to  them. 

1 am  delighted  uith  the  honors  paid  to  monlieur  de  Richelieu. 
He  defcTV'cs  them,  or  would  have  deferved  them  at  Genoa,  if  he 
had  been  under  a ncccflity  of  defending  it ; but  thanks  to  our 
good  allies  the  Auftro-Sardinians,  that  city  was  not  fo  much  as 
befieged.  Indeed  there  was  the  fltew  of  an  army  before  the  town, 
but  not  more  numerous  than  the  garrifon,  and  wholly  deftitute  of 
all  the  requifites  for  a liege.  Thus  it  is  that  we  have  been  every 
where  fupported  by  our  allies ; thirty  thoufand  AuRrians  have 
reprefented  fixty,  that  were  to  have  been  in  Flanders,  and  that  we 
paid' as  if  they  had,  been  cotnplete.  Happily  the  peace  has  put  an 
end  to  all  thofe  abufes,  and  it  fignifies  nothing  to  look  back. 

I have  not  yet  got  the  fconces  I fo  mttch  long  for,  but  they  arc  ar- 
rived, and  1 hourly  expe»R  them;  that  is  all  that  is  now  wanting  in 
my  boudoir,  wliich  is  finilhed,  and  is  really  charming.  I fliall  come 
into  it  at  Chriftmas. 

Adieu,  madam,  for  this  time  ; rny_  letter  is  the  worie  for  my 
head,  and  I can  alfure  you  my  heat!  is  already  the  worfc  for  my 
letter. 


LETTER  XXXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Dec.  26,  O.  S»  174s* 

^ I ' HEY  are  fafe  arrived,  madam;  I have  got  them,  I am  delight- 
-*•  cd  with  them,  they  are  quite  in  tafte ; you  may  be  fure  I mean 
your  arms  (fconces),  and  not  a finger  is  broke  off.  They  will 
certainly  flaike  every  one's  eyes,,  but  they  will  llUl  more  ftrike 
my  heart.  The  delicate  hand  of  the  artift  is  wha^  I lhall  confider 
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j'ai  recjues  de  vous  par  differens  canaux  ; c’eft  \me  dette  que  je  ne 
pourrai  jamais  payer  en  efp^es  dc  mfimc  valeur,  et  je  pretends  feulc- 
ment  m'en  acquitter  par  mon  obtiflance  a vos  ordres. 

II  faut  convenir  que  le  theatre  Francois  I'emporte  en  tout  genre 
fur  tous  les  autres,  et  meme  I'ur  les  anciens,  avec  tout  le  rei'ped 
que  je  leur  dois. 

Je  fuis  charnie  dcs  honneurs,  dont  monficur  de  Richelieu  eft 
comble ; 11  les  m6rite,  ou  bien  les  auroit  merites  ^ Genes,  s'il  eftt 
ctd  queftion  de  la  d^fendre,  mais,  graces  si  nos  bons  allies  les 
Auftrofardcs,  cette  ville  n’a  pas  feulement  affu^g^e.  11  eft  vrai 
qu’il  y avoir  uue  Ibi-difantc  armee  devant  la  ville,  mais  pas  plus 
nombreure  que  la  garnifon  mime,  ct  manquant  abfolument  de  tout 
ce  qui  etoit  necelTaire  pour  faire  un  li^ge.  Voila  comme  nous 
avons  ct6  fOutenus  par  tout  de  nos  allies;  trente  mille  Autrichiens 
en  ont  reprefent^  foixante,  qui  devoient  fe  tixmver  en  Elandres, 
et  que  nous  payions  comme  complets.  Heurcufement  U'j^aix  a 
mis  fin  a tous  ces  abus,  et  il  eft  inutile  de  regarder  en  arriere. 

Je  n'ai  pas  encore  les  bras,  jwur  lefquels  je  m’impatiente  fi  fort, 
mais  ils  font  arrives,  et  je  les  attends  a tous  momens  ; c’eft  tout  ce 
qui  manque  a pr^fent  a mon  boudoir,  qui  d'ailleilrs  eft  fini,  et 
charmant ; j’y  entre  i Noel.  ' 

Adieu,  madame,  pour  cette' fois;  ma  lettre  fe  reflent  de  ma  tetc, 
ct  je  vous  affure  que  ma  t6te  fe  reflent  deja  de  riia  lettre. 


. / ■ ■ i I * • 

LETTRE  XXXII. 

A LA  M L M £« 

A LoaJrcs,  « 26  D«c.  V.  S.  1745. 

T L'  S font  aVris’^s  fains  ct  faufs,  madame,  je  les  ai,  j’eh  fuis  chmuc; 

Ic  goftt  cn  eft  parfait ; vous  jugez  bien  qu'’!!  eft  queftion  de 
vos  bras,  dont  11  n'y  a pas  un  doit  tic  cafle.  11s  flattcront  furement 
les  yeiix  tle  t6ut  le  monde,  mais  ii  moi,'ils  me' flattcronfcncore  plus 
le  coeur.  La  main  delicate  de  TouvricT  fera  ce  que'  j’envifagerai  le 
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leaft  ; the  remembrance  and  the  friendfliip  of  the  giver  wi4  give 
them  the  true  value.  But  they  have  brought  me  into  Ibme  dilem- 
ma, whicli  you,  madam,  muft  help  me  out  of,  by  your  advice. 
I would  fain  make  tife  of  them,  and  at  the  fame  time  I am  afraid 
of  ufing  them.  I am  as  proud  of  them  as  of  a handfome  miftrefs, 
and  as  jealous.  If  I don’t  fliew  them,  my  vanity  will  fuffer  ; if  I 
do,  who  knows  what  may  be  the  confequence  ? They  are  brittle, 
other  people  will  handle  them,  and  perhaps  break  them  ; at  leaft 
I fliall  tremble  for  them  in  my  abfence.  Decide  then  what  I am 
to  do.  They  fit  the  lides  of  the  chimney  as  if  they  were  made  on 
purpofe.  I have  put  them  up,  and  taken  them  down  again,  fo 
that  the  matter  remains  undecided,  and  1 do  not,  like  moft  people, 
afk  advice  when  my  refolution  is  taken. 

The  ficknefs  and  then  the  death  of  a beloved  brother,  w'hom  I 
tenderly  j Ipved  added  to  my  own  indifpofition,  which  ftill  hangs 

about  me,’  have  put  me  behind  hand  with  you  in  point  of  letters  ; 
but  who  is  there  that  is  not  fo  ,in  all  refjredls  ? I have  that 
in  common  -with  every  body  clfe,  but  don’t  imagine  it  is  the 
cafe  with  the  fentiments  of  my  heart ; that  is  the  only  point  I lhall 
difpute  with  all  your  humble  fervants. 

P.  S.  The  compliments  of  the  feafon  are  taken  for  granted, 
and  indeed  1 think  that  is  better  than  to  repeat  what  has  been 
faid  thefe  fix  thoufand  years. 


LETTER  XXXIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  J»n.  i6,  O.S.  1749. 

AST  refpedt  your  decifions,  madam,  infinitely  more  than  thole  of 
the  popes  and  councils,  not  excepting  general  councils ; your 
fconces  arc  difplayed  in  my  boudoir,  where  they  have  the  effe<5t 
you  may  well  imagine.  To  conceal  nothing  from  you,  two  other 

♦ The  honorsHe  John  StanhopCj  one  of  ihc  lorJs  of  the  adinlraltyi  who  died  to^vards  the 
enJ  of  that  year. 
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moins  ; mais  cc  fcra  le  fouvcnir  et  I’amitii  dc  la  pcrfoniic,  qui  me  Ics- 
a envoyes,  qvii  Icur  donnerdnt  Icur  veritable  prix.  11s  m'ont  jette 
pourtant  dans  un  certain  embarras,  tirez  m’cii,  madame,  par  vos  con- 
feils  ; e’eft  que  je  voudrois  bien  m’en  Icrvir,  ct  cn  mcme  terns  je 
ci-ains  de  m’en  lervir.  J’en  fuis  glorieux  comme  d'une  belle  raai- 
trefle;  mais  j’en  fuis  auITi  jaloux;  fi  je  ne  les  produis  point,  ma 
vanity  en  foufffira,  et  fi  .je  les  protluis,  que  fait-on  ? Ils  ibnt  fra- 
giles,  d’autres  les  toucheront,  les  cafTeront  jx:ut-<;tre,  du  moins  je 
craindrai  furieufement  {xjur  eux  dans  mon  ablence.  Decidez  done 
ce  que  je  dois  faire.  Ils  vont  aux  deux  cotes  dc  la  cheminee  de  mon 
boudoir,  comme  s’ils  ^toient  faits  expres,  je  les  ai  mis,  et  je  les  ai 
(Jtes,  de  forte  que  I’afFaire  eft  encore  dans  fon  entier,  et  je  ne  de- 
mande  pas  votre  confeil  comme  on  le  demande  ordinairement,  apres- 
avoir  pris  fon  parti. 

La  maladie,  et  enfuite  la  mort,  d’un  frere  que  j’aimois  tendre- 
ment*;  joints  ^ ma  propre  indifpofition,  dont  je  ne  fuis  pas  encore 
tout-a-fait  quitte,  m’ont  mis.  cn  arrierc  avee  vous  en  fait  de  lettres, 
mais  aufti,  qui  ne  I’eft  pas  vis-4-vis  de  vous  en  fait  de  tout  ? En 
cela  mon  fort  eft  commun,  mais  ne  croyez  pas  pour  cela  que  mes 
fentimens  le  foient  aufti;  au  contraire,  e’eft  le  feul  point  que  jc 
difputer^  avec  tous  vos  fervitcitrs. 

P..  S.  Les  complimens  de  la  nouvelle  annee  font  fous-entendus ; 
aufti  jc  crois  qu’il  vaut  mieux  les  fous-entendre  que  de  dire 
ce  qui  s’eft  dit  dejniis  fix  millc  ans. 


• L E T T R E XXXIII. 

A LA  M £ M £. 

A Looditf,  CC  26  Jintier,  V.  S.  i;4q. 

/^OMME  je  refpefle  vos  dedfions,  madame,  infiniment  plus 
que  celles  des  papes  et  des  condles,  fuftcnt-ils  meme  a*cunie- 
niques,  vos  bras  font  arborcs  dans  mon  boudoir,  et  y font  I’effet. 
que  vous  pouvez  bien  croire  : mais,  d ne  vovis  rien  cachcr,  deux 
o autrc> 
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motives  have  contributed  to  determine  me;  the  one,  that  the 
(juertions  I Ihall  he  alked  about  them  will  give  me  daily  oppor- 
tunities of  talking  of  you;  the  other,  that  my  vanity  w ill  be  Ibothed, 
by  faying  they  are  a prefeut  from  you.  Do  you  think,  vanity  has 
no  fliarc  in  the  molt  rdined  fentiments  of  friendfliip,  or  even  of 
love?  At  leaft,  I confefs,  I am  not  proof  againft  the  vanity  that  arifes 
from  the  tokens  of  your  frietulfliip,  and  it  is  well  for  you  that  it. goes 
no  further  than  friendfhip;  for  1 proteft  1 would  not  anfwcr  for  my 
diferetion  if  it  were  any  thing  more.  We  never  impute  the  par- 
tiality of  fome  jK’ople  but  to  our  own  merit;  and  it  is  partly  on  that 
principle  that  1 let  up  your  fconces  as  a trophy  of  mine. 

I have  attentively  read  the  piece*  you  were  fo  kind  as  to  fend 
me,  and  the  more  as  it,  feems  to  have  met  with  your  approbation. 
You  command  me  to  give  you  my  opinion  about  it.  If  I could  obey 
you  reludlantly,  it  would  be  on  this  occafion,  in  which  I fee  my 
opinion  <l:ffcrs  fnim  yours.  I owm  freely,  madam,  the  piece  h.as 
not  anfwercd  my  exjx’dation,  nor  the  idea  1 had  conceived  of  it, 
Iwth  from  the  author,  and  from  the  time  he  has  beftowed  upon  it. 

1 agree  that  there  arc  fome  fine  veiTes,  fome  brilliant  ftrokes,  fome- 
thing  of  the  fublime,  and  that  the  charadcr  of  Catiline  is  well 
drawn;  but  then,  the  conduifl  of  the  plot  <iifi)leal'es  me.  When 
a tragedy  is  founded  on  a ftory  that  is  but  little  knoivn,  or  that  is 
doubtful,  for  inftance,  of  the  Great  Mogad,  of  a Sultan,  of  Ofmyn, 
a jxret  may  be  allow'cd  to  fuit  it  to  his  ow  n conveniency,  and  as  the 
true  ftory  is  not  known,  the  jxict  Irecomes  in  Ibme  meafure  the 
hiftorian : but  to  ftrain  fuch  a well-known  and  authenticated  ftory 
as  that  of  Catiline,  and  perhaps  the  onlv  jnece  of  antient  hiftory, 
in  which  all  the  feveral  authors  agree,  to  llniin  it,  I fay,  to  the  degree 
that  Crebillon  does,  is  indeed  abiding  the  privilege  of  the  theatre. 
'I'ullia  w'as  in  leading  ftrings  w hen  Catiline  w.as  killed,  and  Catiline 
would  not  kill  himfulf  to  prclervc  Crebillon’s  unity  of  time  and 

jilace, 

• Tlic  tragedy  ofCatitinc,  written  by  oUl  Mr.  Crebillon.  He  lept  it  inany  years  by  liiin  before 
J.C  pulililbcd  it,  and  the  wits  at  Paris  fair!  it  would  be  a tragedy  of  feven  afls.  Voltaire  comjxtfcd 
bu  Rtmt  fauvit  (RoiiK  preferved)  in  oj^licion  to  it,  and  bis  piece  met  with  .-i  better  reception ; 

perhaps 
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autrcs  motifs  ont  contriljue  a m’y  determiner;  Ic  premier,  ,que 
k’S  queitions  qu'on  me  fera  -i  Icur  I'ujet  me  tlonneront  tons  Ics 
jours  occafton  <le  parh  r dc  vous ; I’autrc,  que  ma  vanite  .trouveni 
fon  comptc  a dire  que  je  les  tiens  de  vous.  Croyez-vous  que  la 
vanite  n’entre  ixtur  rien  dans  les  fentimens  les  jdus  dtlicats  de  I'a- 
mitie,  et  mtme  dc  I’amour  ? Au  moins  Je  vous  avoue  que  Je  ne  tiens 
pas  centre  la  vanity  qui  me  rel'ulte  des  marques  de  votre  amitie,  et 
bicn  vous  en  prend  raemc,  qu’il  n’eft  queftion  que  de  l’amiti<i,  car 
ma  foi  Je  ne  repondrois  pas  de  ma  dilcnition,  s’il  ttoit  queftion  de 
quelquc  cholc  de  plus.  Nous  ne  mettons  Jamais  les  preferences 
marquees,  de  la  part  de  certaines  gens,  que  fur  Ic  compte  de  noire 
propre  meiite  ; et  e’eft  en  partie  fur  ce  prindjx;  (^ue  j’erige  vos  bras 
comme  les  trophees  du  mien. 

J’ai  1ft  avee  attention  la  pide  que  votis  avez  eu  la  bonte  de  m'en- 
voyer,  et  d’autant  plus  qu’clle  paroit  avoir  votre  approbation.  Vous 
m’ortlonnez  de  vous  en  dire  mon  fentiment ; ft  Je  pouvois  vous 
obdr  ^ regret,  ce  feroit  dans  cette  occafton,  dajts  laquclle  Je  vois 
que  mon  fentiment  eft  different  du  vfttre.  Je  vous  avouerai  done 
naturcllement,  madame,  que  la  pi^ce  n'a  pas  r^iwndu  a mon  at- 
tente,  ni  a I'idtie  que , Je  m’en  etois  formee,  t.ant  par  rapport  ft 
I’auteur,  que  par  rapport  au  terns  qu’il  y a travaille.  Je  conviens 
qu’il  y a de  beaux  vers,  des  endroits  brillans,  du  fublime,  et  que 
le  canuSftre  de  Catilina  eft  achev6  ; mais  apres  cela,  la  conduite 
de  la  piftce  me  choque.  Quand  une  tragedie  eft  faitc  fur  une 
hiftoire,  ou  peu  connue  ou  <louteufe,  comme  quand  il  eft  queftion 
d\in  grand  Mogol,  d’un  Sultan,  d’un  Soliman,  d’un  Orofmane,  il 
eft  tres-permis  a un  poete  dc  raccommo<ler  ft.  fes  befoins,  et  la  verita- 
ble hiftoire  itant  ignorcc,  le  poete  devient  en  quelque  faqon  I’hifto- 
rien : mais  dc  violentpr,  au  point  que  fait  monficur  Crebillon,. 
une  hiftoire  ft  connue,  ft  conftatee,  que  celle  dc  Catilina,  et  peut- 
fetre  la  feule  hiftoire  ancienne  fur  laquellc  tons  les  difkrens  auteurs 
font  (faccord,  e’eft  en  verite  abufer  des  droits  du  cothume.  Tullie 
^toit  a la  bavette  qctand  Catilina  fut  tue,  et  Catilina  n’eut  garde  de 
fe  tuer  lui-m^me,  pour  fatisfairc  ft  I'unlte  du  terns  et  du.  lieu  tie- 


perhaps  partly  from  prcpofiVffifin  in  faTOur  of  a younger  audior.  He  likewise  wrote  his  Fcmira- 
mis  in  oppofitioa  to  that  of  CrcbilloD,  and  OrcAct  to  facM  down  hit  Ek^ra ; but  not  with  the  fame 
iucctf!. 
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place,  but  chofe  firft  to  try  the  fate  of  a battle,  where  he  w'as  cut  to 
pieces  at  the  head  of  his  army,  h',  for  inllance,  he  had  given  you 
a tragedy  of  monficur  ilc  Cinq  Mars*,  in  w hich,  for  the  conveniency 
-t)f  the  iKKt,  the  jxxir  man  had  killed  himfelf,  inftead  of  dying  as  he 
rlid  on  a fcalRdd ; in  which  he  would  have  been  lielovcd,  betrayetl, 
and  informed  againft  by  madame  de  Combalet,  and  in  which  cardinal 
Richelieu Ihould  only  have  been  brought  in  to  declare  that  he  wasfad- 
3y  frightened,  and  did  not  know  what  in  the  world  to  do,  what  would 
you  lay,  madam?  Would  you  forgive  the  poet  fuch  a trefpafs 
aipon  hirtcu’icaJ  truth?  I believe  you  wmild  not;  and  yet  the  ftory 
of  monfieur  de  Cinq  Mars  is  not  more  generally  known,  nor  more 
fully  authenticated,  than  that  of  Catiline.  I had  almoft  faid  that  it 
■w.is  hardly  more  recent,  bccaufe  the  books  wx  have  conftantly  in  our 
hands  incefliintly  recal  the  latter.  Tully,  it  muft  be  confefled,  was 
naturally  irrelblutc  and  timid,  but,  unfortunately  for  the  poet,  the 
•only  inllance  in  which  he  flione,  and  in  which  he  Ihewed  true  firm- 
iiefs  and  refolution,  is  jull  that  in  which  he  makes  him  a milkfop; 
and  the  conful,  who  is  admired  in  hillory',  only  excites  our  contempt 
in  the  piece.  Cato  is  brought  in  only  to  abufe  the  Romans,  for  all 
lie  docs  lignifics  nothing.  1 could  equally  have  dil'penled  with  the 
prefence  of  his  excellency  Sunno,  the  ambaffador,  who  only  appears 
to  give  the  French  the  pleafure  of  knowing,  in  our  days,  that  the 
Gauls  were  the  heft  kind  of  jieople  in  the  world  feventeen  hundred 
years  ago.  I cannot  make  out  the  charadler  of  Tullia;  is  flic  really 
in  love  with  Catiline  ? or  does  Ihe  only  make  him  believe  fo,  the 
better  to  ilifcover  his  intentions,  and  to  fave  her  country?  Tliat  is  not 
made  plain  enough.  If  flic  truly  loves  Catiline,  and  at  the  fame  time 
her  country  and  her  papa,  tom  by  fuch  oppofitc  and  yet  fuch  ftrong 
fentiments,  her  fituation  fliould  be  fo  violent,  that  every  one  fliould 
interclt  liimfelf  in  it;  but  tmly  I am  very  eafy  about  it,  and  I let  her 
go  on  as  Ihe  will.  As  for  the  chara<fier  of  Catiline,  it  is  fine,  great, 
and  well  fupported  to  the  end,  and  you  love  him  in  fpitc  of  his 
crimes.  But  give  me  leave  to  add,  that  I think  that  very  circaim- 


• Hewa*  triedi  contlcmnet)  and  bclicaded  vvith  ilcThou,  the  Ton  to  the  famous  hi(lorian,  on 
account  of  a plot,  not  againll  the  {late,  or  the  king,  Lewis  XUI ; biU  to  free  bodt  from  tiic  tyranny 
ot  cardin.<l  dc  Richelieu. 
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manfieur  de  Cr^billon,  mais  voulut  cprou\er  premicrcment  le  fort 
d'lme  bataille,  oil  il  fut  crible  dd  coups  a la  ttte  de  fon  arm^.  Si, 
par  cxcmpic,  on  ^•ous  eiit  donne  une  tragedic  dc  nionfieur  de  Cinq 
Mars*,  dans  laquclle,  pour  la  tommodirc  dii  jxK-te,  cet  infortune  fe 
feroit  tue  lui-mtmc,  au  Ueu  dc  moiirir,  conmie  il  le  tit,  fur  I’echaf- 
faut  ; ou  il  auroit  etc  aime,  trahi,  et  dtinonce  par  madame  de  Cora- 
balet,  ct  oil  le  cardinal  de  Richelieu  n’auroit  paRi  fur  la  fcene  que 
pour  declarer  qu’il  avoit  une  peur  horrible,  ct  qu’il  ne  I'avoit  au 
monde  que  faire,  qu’en  diriez-vous,  madame  ? et  pardonncricz-vous 
au  poete  un  tel  outrage  fait  a la  vcrite  hirtorique  ? Je  ne  le  crois 
pas;  et  pourtant  I’hiftoire  dc  monlieur  dc  Cinq  Mars  n’eft  jias  plus 
gcneralcmcnt  connuc,  ni  micux  conftatcc  cpie  cdle  de  Catilina. 
J’allois  mfime  dire  qu’a  peine  etoit-elle  plus  rccente,  puifque  les 
livrcs  qu’on  a prefque  toujours  a la  main  la  renouvellent  inccflam- 
ment.  Ciceron,  il  faut  I’avouer,  doit  natnrellement  irrcfolu  et  ti- 
muie,  mais,  malheureufement  jxiur  le  poete,  la  feule  occafion  ou  il 
brilla,  et  oil  il  tcmoigna  veritablement  de  la  fermete  et  du  courage, 
eft  juftcmcnt  celle  ou  il  en  fait  un  linge  mouillc;  et  le  conful,  qu’on 
admire  dans  I’hilloire,  fait  fculcmcnt  pitie  dans  la  piece.  Caton  paroit 
fur  la  fcene,  uniquement  jxnir  grander  et  dire  pis  que  pentlre  des 
Romains,  car  tout  ce  qu’il  fait  ne  mcne  a rien  dans  la  piece.  Je 
me  ferois  paiTe  aufli  volontiers  de  la  pr^fence  de  Ion  excellence 
monfieur  I’ambaflatleur  Sunnon,  qui  ne  fc  pmduit  que  pour  don- 
ner  aux  Franqois  d'aujounrhui  le  plaifir  dc  favoir  que  les  Gaulois, 
il  y a dix-fept  cens  ans,  etoient  bien  les  meillcurcsgens  du  monde. 
Je  ne  puis  pas  dcmelcr  le  caradcre  dc  Tullic;  aimc-t-clle  verita- 
blcment  Catilina  r ou  en  fait-cllc  I'eidcment  fcmblant,  ixnir  mieux 
dccouvrir  fas  defleins,  et  i'auver  la  patric  ? Ccla  n’cll  pas  aflez  mar- 
tjuc.  Si  die  aime  veritablement  Catilina,  et  en  memc  terns  fa  pa- 
trie,  ct  fun  papa,  dechiree  par  des  fentimens  li  oiqxjfes,  et  jxjur- 
tant  fi  forts,  fa  fitnation  devroit  ctre  fi  violentc  que  tout  Ic  monde 
y prendroit  interOt,  au  lieu  que  jxiur  moi,  franchement  je  ne  m’en 
inquiette  {xiint,  et  je  la  lailfe  faire.  Pour  le  caraclcre  dc  Catilina, 
il  eft  beau,  grand  et  foutenu  jufqu’ii  la  fin,  et  on  I’aime  cn  depit 
lie  I'es  crimes : mais  permettez-moi  aufti  <rajuutcr,  quo  je  fais  de 
VoL.  II.  P cela 
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ftiincc  is  a fault  in  the  jToct,  who  ought  not  to  have  made  choice  of  a 
fubjciSl  fo  opixifite  to  the  true  end  of  tragedy,  which  is,  to  make 
vice  api^ear  odious  and  not  amiable.  One  of  our  belt  Englifli  poets 
charges  Milton,  and  not  unjuftly,  with  having,  in  fad,  made  the 
devil  die  hero  of  his  poem,  as  throughout  he  is  dextrous,  intrepid, 
even  amiable,  and  at  laft  attains  his  end,  W'hich  was  to  damn  man- 
kind. A poet  Ihould  never  make  choice  of  fubjeds  that  muft  ne- 
cclT.irily  lie  attended  with  fuch  confequences. 

I'hus,  madam,  1 have  ventured  to  fend  you  my  little  crititifm. 
1 beg,  that  thefe  crude  obfervations  may  be  ke^Jt  to  yourfelf; 
if  they  are  juft  ones,  I would  not  have  them  known,  for  the 
fake  of  Mr.  Crebillon,  whole  genius  and  charader  1 rd'pedl;  and  if 
they  are  falfe,  wliich  is  moft  likely,  lince  they  do  not  coincide  with 
your  opinion,"!  would  not  have  them  known,  for  the  fake  of  your 
humble  fervant,  who  does  by  no  means  fet  up  for  a critic,  and  had 
much  r.ather  find  beauties  than  jiick  out  bktnilhes. 

A propos  of  tragedies,  Denys  the  Tyrant,  by  Mr.  de  Marmontel*, 
who,  1 am  told,  is  not  three  and  tw  enty,  promifes  a great  tragic  poet ; 
at  lead  his  firtl  trial  appears  to  me  almoll  a mafterly  performance. 
Do  pray,  madam,  fend  me  the  tranflation  of  the  Anti-Lucretius;  lie  it 
ever  fo  indifferent,  it  will  ftill  have  fbmc  merit,  if  it  does  bitf  pre-r 
ferve  a little  of  the  fenfe  of  the  original. 


L E T T E R XXXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  March  i2,0.  S.  1749* 

Illave  received,  ma<lam,  the  tranflation  of  the  Anti-Lucretius  +, 
which  you  have  been  lb  good  as  to  lend  me.  The  abbe  de  la 
Ville,  with  his  ufual  politenels,  has  acconipanied  it  with  a very 

obliging 

• Several  theatrical  and  poetical  pieces,  and  feme  very  iiitercfting  moral  talcs  have  fince  ap- 
peared under  his  name,  and  luily  confumed  lord  Civefterlield'a  good  opinion  of  this  author.  Ht'i 
BcU^iuiui,  in.ccd,  wai  condemned  both  by  the  French  clergy  and  the  French  porhatnrnt;  hut 

it 
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cela  mfime  uii  crime  au-  poete,  qui  n'auroit  pas  dil  dioifir  iiu  fujet 
li  opjTofe  Uu  veritable  but  de  la  tragedie,  qui  ell  do  rendre  Ic  crime 
haiflable,  et  non  pas  aimablc.  Uii  de  nos  meilleurs  jotc^cs  Anglois 
reprochc,  et  jxis  lims  railbn,  i Milton,  que  le  diable  eil  cn  elFct  le 
heros  de  fon  ixreme,  piiil'qu’il  ell  par-tt)ut  habile,  iiitrcpide,  mcme 
aimable,  et  qu’il  vieiU  d Ixjut  de  Ion  deflein,  qui  etoit  de  damner  le 
genre  humain.  II  ne  faut  pas  choillr  des  fujets  qui  entrainent  ne- 
ceffairemeiit  de  telles  fuites.  Voilu,  matUune,  ma  petite  critique. 

Au  relte,  je  vous  eu  pric,  gardez  jx)ur  vous  feulc  ces  idees  ha- 
zardees.  Si  dies  I'ont  Julies,  je  ne  voudrois  pas  qu'dles  fuHent 
tonnues,  pour  I’amotir  de  monlieur  de  Crebillon,  <lont  je  rcfpeifle 
le  gdiie  et  le  caradere ; et  ft  dies  Ibnt  faufles,  ce  qui  me  paroit  le 
plus  % raifemblable,  puifqu’elles  ne  font  pas  conformes  aux  vbtres, 
je  ne  voudrois  jxrint  qu’dles  fuU'ent  fixes  ixnxr  I’amour  dc  votre 
trcs-humble  ferviteur,  qui  ne  s’erige  nullement  en  critique,  et  qui 
aime  bien  mieux  trouver  des  beaut^  que  chercher  des  defauts. 

A propos  de  tragdlies,  Denys  le  Tyran,  par  monfieur  de  Mar- 
montel’’,  qu’on  m’aflure  n’avoir  pas  encore  vingt-trois  ans,  annonce 
un  grand  ixjcte  tragique ; du  moins  fon  coup  d’eflai  me  paroit 
prefque  un  coup  de  maitre.  Envoyez-moi,  je  vous  en  prie,  madame, 
la  tradu<£lion  de  I’Anti-Lucrece  ; quelque  mdliocre  qu’elle  foit,  die 
aura  toujours  du  m^rite,  fi  elle  confen'e  feidcment  un  peu  du 
fens  de  I’original. 


L E T T R E XXXIV. 

'v  A L A M E M E. 

A ce'ii  Mars,  V.  S.  i7+».  ^ 

J’A  I requ,  madame,  la  tradu<5lion  de  I’Anti-Lucrecc  + que  vous 
avez  eu  la  bonte  de  m’envoyer.  Monfieur  -I’abbe  dc  la  Ville, 
avec  fa  politefle  ordinaire,  I’a  accompagnee  d'une  lettre  tres-obligeantc. 

it  was  fa  for  the  very  reafon,  which  ougiit  to  have  fecured  it  the  protefiion  of  the  lovers  of  llic  civil ' 
awl  religious  rights  of  mankind. 

t By  ilie  late  Mr.  BoogaiaviUc  then  fccrctary  of  the  academy  of  inferiptions  aiw  belles  Icttrcs 
at  Pans. 
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obliging  letter.  We  were  at  once  friends  and  enemies  at  the  Hague, 
and  it  was  not  our  fault  if  we  had  not  a peace  four  years  ago.  I am 
flattered  to  find  he  remembers  me,  for  I efteem  him  much.  I 
think  the  tranllation  a very  good  one  ; the  l>eauties  of  the  original 
are  as  well  kept  up  as  proll*  will  admit  of ; but  a fine  poem  cannot 
but  futfer  confitlerably  by  a tranllation,  even  in  verfe.  1 cannot 
help  lamenting,  that  one  of  the  finclt  parts  of  the  original,  which 
in  my  opinion  is  the  lix.th  book,  fliould  be  founded  upon  fo  falfc 
and  pitifid  a fyllem  of  pliilolbphy  as  the  automata  of  Defcartes, 
who  certainly  did  not  believe  it  himfelf. 

Will  the  marquis  de  Mirepoix  come  here,  or  has  he  been  dil^ll- 
ed  at  certain  incidents  which  1 think  rather  improper  ? I have  not 
the  honor  of  being  perfonally  acquainted  with  him,  but  what  I hear 
of  him  from  every  body  makes  me  wiflt  he  may  come.  His  lady 
is  a very  amiable  woman  ; I had  the  honor  of  being  acquainted 
with  her  at  Paris.  I lhall  be  very  happy  if  I can  be  of  any  fervice 
to  them  here,  and  u ill  do  my  heft  to  exeeaxte  any  commiflion  they 
may  intrull  me  with.  Do  me  the  favour,  matlam,  if  you  tan,  to 
procure  me  the  office  of  their  agent. 

1 will  do  my  utmoft  to  obtain  of  lord  Crawfoitl  what  your  brother 
in  law  alks  for,  btit  I muft  tell  you  I much  qtieftion  whether  I ffiaJl 
fucceed,  for  I alked  the  fame  thing  feme  time  ago  of  another  of  our 
officers,  who  gave  me  a flat  denial,  telling  me  he  did  not  know 
whether  he  had  a right  to  do  it,  or  whether  he  might  not  himfelf, 
fome  time  or  other,  publifli  memoirs  of  the  late  war.  In  fliort, 
tlic  Engliflt  arc  not  naturally  communicative. 

I am  at  prefent  in  a fituation  that  is  ridiculoufiy  diftreffing.  I 
am  to  go  into  my  new  houfe  in  two  days,  and  it  is  not  yet  half 
furnilhed,  though  my  old  one  is  quite  unfurnilhed.  I live  upon 
the  alms  of  my  friends ; and  for  want  of  a table,  I w rite  this  letter 
ojxMi  a book  in  my  lap.  1 muft  put  an  end  to  it  for  your  fake,  bvit 
not  to  relieve  myfclf  from  an  unoafy  pofture,  which  I am  not 
fenfible  of  when  I am  converfing  with  you.  , 
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Nous  etions  i la  fois  amis  et  ennemis  k la  Haye,  et  il  n’a  pas  tenu 
a nous  que  la  paix  ne  fe  foit  faite  il  y a quatre  ans ; fon  fouvenir 
m’a  flatte,  car  je  I’eftime  beaucoup.  Je  trouve  la  traduction  tres- 
bonne  ; les  beautes  de  Toriginal  y font  aufli  bien  rendues  que  la  profe 
le  perraet ; mais  un  beau  poeine  perd  n&effairement  beaucoup  a 
fetre  traduit,  mcme  en  vers.  Je  ne  puis  pas  m’emp^cher  de  re- 
grcttcr,  qu’un  dcs  plus  beaux  morceaux  de  I’original,  qui  felon 
moi  ell  le  fixieme  livre,  tienne  a une  philofophie  fi  faufle  et  li 
pitoyable  que  celles  des  automates  de  monficur  Deicartes,  qui  cer- 
tainement  ne  I’a  pas  crue  lui-m6rae. 

Monfieur  de  Mirepoix  viendra-t-il  ici,  ou  fe  fera-t-U  rebutte,  de 
certains  incidens  aflcz  deplacis  i mon  avis  ? Je  n’ai  pas  I'lionneur 
de  le  connoitre  perfonnellement,  mais  ce  que  tout  Ife  monde  dit 
de  lui  me  fait  fouhaiter  qu’il  vienne.  Madame  de  Mirepoix  eft  bien 
aimable  ; j’ai  eu  I’honncur  de  la  connoitre  a Paris ; fi  jc  pouvois  leur 
^tre  boil'  a (luelque  chofe  ici,  j’en  ferois  charmi,  et  je  m’acquite- 
rois  db  mon  mieux  des  commiflions  dont  ils  voudroient  bien  me 
charger.  Ayez  la  bontc,  madamc,  de  me  procurer,  fi  vous  le 
pouvez,  I’emploi  de  leur  commilfionnaire. 

Jc  fcrai  tons  nics  eftbrts  jx)ur  obtenir  de  mylord  Crawford,  ce 
que  fouhaite  monfieur  votre  beau-frere  ; mais  j’avoue  que  Je  doute 
un  pen  fi  Je  r^ullirai,  car  J’ai  demande  la  mime  chofe  il  y a quel- 
que  terns  i un  autre  de  nos  offiders,  qui  me  I’a  refufe  tout  net ; 
difant  qu’il  ne  favoit  pas  s’il  ctoit  en  droit  de  le  faire,  et  qu'il  pourroit 
}Kur-etre  lui-meme  donner  quelque  Jour  des  mcmoires  de  la  demiere 
guerre  : enfin,  I’Anglois  n’cft  pas  naturcllcmcnt  comrannicatif. 

Je  fuis  a prcfent  dans  une  fituation  ridiculement  violente  ; J'en- 
tre  en  deux  Jours  dans  ma  nouvelle  maifon,  qui  n’eft  pas  encore 
a demi  meubliie,  quoique  celle  ou  Je  fuis  foit  tout-i-fait  demeublee. 
Je  ne  vis  que  des  aumdnes  de  mes  amis,  et  J’ecris  cette  lettrc,v 
ftiute  de  table,  fur  un  livre  fur  mes  genoux.  Je  la  finis  pouitant 
pour  I’amoiu’  de  vous,  mais  ce  n’eft  pas  pour  me  tirer  d\tnc  atti-- 
rude  genantc,  ^ laquelle  on  ne  pcnfe  pas  quand  on  s’entrcticnt  avec 
vous. 
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letter  XXXV- 

TO  THE  SAME. 

tx>ivlan.  May  i,  O.  S.  1749. 

I Have  a£luallr,  madam,  three  letters  of  yours  under  my  eye,  and 
not  one  have  1 aui'wered.  You  may  well  imagine  1 blufli,  and 
fb  I do ; but  at  the  fame  time  you  muft  fuppofc  I had  fubftantial 
reafons  for  it,  and  fo  I had.  I ihall  not  enter  into  a detail  of  tholij 
reafons,  becaufe  1 chiife  to  tire  you  .as  little  .as  polliblc. 

Now  to  come  to  the  jxjint,  that  is,  the  orilers  you  have  fent  me, 
avliich  I take  3 pride  and  a real  pleafure  in  obeying.  I'irft  then,  I 
have  hired  for  madame  de  Mireix)ix  the  little  lx)x,  for  I can  hardly 
call  it  a.houfe,  which  the  Venetian  ambalTador  had  laft  year,  a mile  ' 
out  of  town.  The  iiayment  begins  next  week,  at  three  guineas  a 
week.  The  landlord  wovikl  wait  no  longer,  as  this  is  the  feafon, 
when  thole  fmaU  houfes  commonly  lett  for  the  fummer  half  year. 
The  lady  mull  not  exjiedl  large  rooms,  elegant  furniture,  fophas 
or  eafy  chairs,  that  is  not  the  Ryle  of  our  little  country'  houfcs ; 
they  are  neat  and  clean,  and  that  is  all. 

As  to  jxjor  Adolphati,  I will  tell  you  very'  frankly,  I could  as  foon 
get  off  fifty  thoufand  of  his  trios  as  fifty.  We  are  tired,  furfeited, 
glutted  with  mufic,  aitd  quite  difgufted  at  the  numberlels  fubferip- 
tions  we  are  jxillered  with,  for  cantatas,  fonatas,  and  a thoufand 
other  things,  in  favour  of  very  able  comixjfers,  w'ho  have  been 
fettled  here  fome  time,  and  have  matie  fome  friends,  whereas  our  , 
Adolphati  is  quite  unknown,  both  here  and  in  Italy.  Between 
friends,  thofc  who  have  heard  his  mufic  here,  have  not  been  pleafed 
with  it.  I have  invited  fome  good  judges  of  mufic  to  hear  him 
at  my  houfe,  w'hcre  he  played  fome  of  his  pieces,  which  they 
found  very  tirefome.  I am  heartily  forty  it  is  not  in  my  jwwer 
tp  oblige  him,  becaufc  he  feems  to  be  a good  creature,  and  Hill 
more  becaufc  you  intcreft  yotirfelf  for  him : but  indeed  it  is  impof- 
fiblc,  and  I am  jierl'uaded  the  dutchefs  of  Richmond  will  fay  the 
fame. 

The 
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L E T T R E XXXV. 

A LA  M fi  M £, 

• A Londircs,  « i Mai,  V,  S.  1749. 

T’A  I a£lucllcmcnt  ckvatit  mcs  yeax,  matlamc,  trois  de  vos  lettres, 
dont  je  n’ai  pas  cacorc  accule  une  leule.  Vous  jngez  bien  que 
j’en  rougis,  cela  eft  vrai ; mais  vous  jugez  bien  en  meme  terns  quc 
j’avois  des  raifoiis  valables.  Cela  eft  bien  vrai  aufli ; mas  je  nc 
vous  les  dctaillerai  point,  ixjur  ne  vous  ennuyer  que  le  moins  qu’il  me 
fera  poflible, 

V'cnons  a prefent  au  fait,  c’cft-a-dire,  aux  ordres  dont  vous  m’a- 
vCz  charge,  aiixquels  je  me  fais  gloire,  et  un  \kritable  plaifir,  d’o- 
beir.  J’ai  arr6t6  done,  pour  madame  de  Mircjx>ix,  la  maifonnette, 
plut6t  que  la  maifon,  qu’a  eu  monfieur  I’ambafTadeur  de  Venile  I’an- 
nee  pafl«,  a un  milk  d’ici.  Le  pavement  en  commenccra  la  fe- 
maine  prochainc,  qui  eft  dc  trois  guinces  par  fcmainc.  Le  proprie- 
taire  n’a  pas  voidu  attendre  plus  long-tcms,  vii  que  e’eft  a pnifent 
la  faifon  que  ces  petites  maifons  fe  louent  ordinairement  {x)ur  les 
fix  mois  d’ete.  Au  refte,  que  madame  de  Mirejxjix  nc  s’attenile  pas 
si  des  chambres  fparieufes,  bien  meubUcs,  a des  fophas,  ct  d des 
ihaifes  commodes ; tout  cela  n’cft  pas  le  ton  de  nos  petites  maifons  % 
mais  pour  la  limple  proprete,  elle  y eft,  ct  voila  tout. 

Quant  au  pauvre  Adolphati,  je  vous  diiai  tres-naturellcment,  que 
je  jxjurrois  tout  auflitdt  debiter  dnquanie  miile  de  fes  trios  que  cin- 
quante  : on  eft  excedc,  accable,  aflcrmnic  ici  de  mullque ; on  eft  tout- 
a-fait  rebute  di;  grand  nombre  de  ibufi  riptioiis  qu'on  follidtc  pour 
des  cantates,  des  fonates,  et  tout  tc  qu’il  vous  plaira,  en  faveiu' 
de  compoliteurs  tres-habiles,  etablis  id  depuis  quelque  terns,  ct  qui 
s’y  font  fait  meme  quelques  amis,  au  lieu  que  notre  Adolphati  eft 
abfolument  inconnu  ici,  ct  en  Italic.  Entre  nous  foit  dit,  ceux 
qui  ont  entendu  fa  mullque  id  ne  Tout  nullement  goutee.  J’ai  priu 
quelques  bons  connoifleurs  pour  I’entendre  chez  moi,  on  il  a joue 
de  fes  comjxjfitions,  qu’on  a trouvees  bien  ennuyeufes.  Je  fuis  bien 
ftehc  de  ne  pouvoir  pas  lui  faire  plaifir  a cet  egard,  purcequ’il  me 
paroit  bon  enfant,  ct  encore  plus  parccquc  vous  vous  y intereflez,  mais 
en  verity  la  chofe  eft  impoftible,  et  je  fuis  jx-rfuade  quc  madame 
de  Richmond  vous  en  dira  autant. 
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The  marquis  dc  Centxirioni  and  I have  been  all  tliis  while  en- 
deavouring to  meet,  but  we  always  mifs  of  each  other.  I am  im- 
patient to  fee  him,  independent  of  all  the  merit  he  may  be  pollcfled 
of,  becaufe  he  comes  from  you,  betaufe  he  knows  you,  and  tonfe- 
quently  honours  you,  and  becaufe  he  uill  talk  of  you. 


LETTER  XXXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  June  ij,  O.  S.  1749. 

TTpON  my  word,  madam,  the  eluding  ftrain  becomes  you  vaftly, 
anti  you  feafon  it  fo  as  to  make  it  palatable.  Such  upbraidings 
are  inconfirtent  with  iiulilfcrcnce,  and  may  be  received  with  pleafure, 
by  one  who  is  confeious  they  are  undefen'ed;  and  this  is  the  cafe 
with  me.  I ! go  to  Aix-la-Chajielle  without  paying  ray  court  to  you 
at  Paris,  either  going  or  coming;  this  is  indeed  a fufpicion  as  inju- 
rious to  my  tafte,  as  to  my  fentiments.  I might  ixtllibly  take  the 
j)retence  of  going  to  Aix-la-Chapelle,  to  fatisfy  my  longing  for 
going  to  Paris,  but  it  would  be  far  from  being  my  only  or  my  true 
inducement  to  crofs  the  fea.  No,  madam,  if  1 go  on  pilgrimage,  it 
fhall  be  to  pay  my  devotions  in  * « » llrcet,  or  at  Bagatelle,  and 
there  to  renew  my  vows  of  refpe£fful  and  fincere  friendlhip;  but 
for  tlris  year,  I cannot  jKiffibly  IHr  out  of  England.  A tender  en- 
gagement, and  a great  deal  of  ferious  bufinefs,  keeps  me  here.  The 
tender  engagement  is  that  of  my  new  houfe,  which  I have  not  yet 
thoroughly  enjoyed,  and  that  is  no  fmall  item  in  love  matters.  She 
denies  me  her  laft  favours,  till  I have  completely  decked  her  out, 
which  will  not  l>e  till  towards  winter;  for  my  two  fineft  rooms  are 
not  near  finilhed.  My  neceffary  engagements  arc  bunily  affairs », 
where,  confequently,  law  bufinefs  comes  in  for  foraething,  and 
delays  for  a great  deal. 

Your  marquis  de  Centurioni  is  really  a man  of  fenfe,  and  fome 
iearning,  but  if  he  had  neither,  your  recommendation  alone  would 

* On  account  of  bis  brol]jcr\  dcatlu 
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monfieur  le  marquis  de  Ccnturioni  et  moi,  nous  nous  forames 
cherch6s  inutilement  l\m  I’autre  jufqu’ici,  nous  croifant  toujours.  Je 
m’impatiente  de  le  voir,  ind^pendemment  de  tout  le  mcrite  qu’il 
peut  avoir,  parcequ’il  me  vient  de  vous,  qu’il  vous  connoit,  par  con- 
ftquent  qu’il  vous  honore,  et  qu’il  me  parlera  beaucoup  de  vous. 


L E T T R E XXXVI. 

A C A M £ M I. 

A LondreS)  cc  13  Juin,  V.  S.  1749. 

*E  S T que  le  ton  grondeur  vous  va  au  mieux,  madame,  et  vous 
I’apprfitez  d’une  faqon  que  vous  lui  donnez  un  goOt  flatteur. 
De  tels  reproches  donnent  I’exdxilion  ^ I’indifKrence,  et  on  eft 
charm6  de  les  recevoir,  quand  on  eft  bien  filr  de  ne  les  avoir  pas 
merit^s  ; et  je  fuis  dans  ce  cas.  Moi ! aller  i Aix-la-Chapellc  fans 
vous  faire  ma  cour  d Paris,  ou  en  allant,  ou  en  revenant ; c’eft  en 
v^rit6  un  foupqon  auffi  injurieux  i mon  gobt  qtfa  mes  fentimens. 
Je  pourrois  peut-^tre  me  fervir  du  prdtextc  d’aller  i Aix  la  Chapelle, 
pour  fatisfaire  a mon  envie  d’aller  a Paris,  mais  je  n’ai  garde  d’en 
faire  ou  I’unique,  ou  le  veritable  objet  d’un  trajet  de  mer.  Non, 
madame,  li  je  fais  un  p^l^rinage,  ce  fera  pour  faire  mes  devotions 
dans  la  rue  de  * ♦ ^ ou  i Bagatelle,  et  y renouveller  les  voeux 
d’une  amitic  refpedtueufe  et  lincere ; mais  pour  cette  annec,  il  m’eft 
impoflible  de  fortir  d’Angleterre.  Un  engagement  tendre,  et  plu- 
^fieurs  affaires  ftrieufes  m’y  reticnnent ; I’engagement  tendre  eft 
celui  de  ma  nouvelle  maifon,  dont  je  n’ai  pas  tout-a-fait  joui 
encore,  et  c'eft  un  grand  item  en  fait  de  tendrefle.  Elle  me  refiife 
fes  demieres  favours,  jufqu’a-ce  que  je  I’aye  entierement  nip^ ; 
ce  qui  ne  fera  fait  que  vers  I’hiver,  car  mes  deux  plus  belles  pi^s 
ne  font  rien  moins  que  finies.  Mes  engagemens  neceflaires  font 
des  arrangemens  de  famille  **,  ob  par  confequent  la  chicane  entre 
pour  quelque  chofe,  et  les  ddais  pour  beaucoup. 

Votre  marquis  de  Centurioni  a rwllement  de  I’efprit,  et  de 
I’acquis,  mais  quand  meme  il  n’en  auroit  point  eu,  votre  recom- 
V o L.  II.  Q > mandation 
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fupply  the  want  of  both  with  me.  You  will  fee  him  foon,.for  he 
fets  out  this  week.  The  only  fault  I find  in  liim  is,  that  he  will 
abfolutely  be  a Frenchman,  and  a fine  gentleman;  and  that  is  not 
in  every  one's  power.  A French  petit  maitre  is  graceful  with  all 
his  faults,  and  pleafing  in  fpite  of  reafon,  which  certainly  docs  not 
authorife  his  behaviour.  But  that  fparkling  giddinefs,  that  charm- 
ing itctulance,  are  quite  out  of  charadter,  w hen  an  Italian,  a Ger- 
man, or  an  Englifliman,  attempts  to  put  it  on*.  Nothing  is  pleafing 
but  the  original,  all  tranflations  are  wretched.  A propos  of  tranf- 
lations,  I am  adtually  trying  to  get  your  future  pupil,  your  adopted 
child,  tranflated  into  Italian.  He  is  now  in  Italy,  and  is  to  fpend 
his  winter  at  Rome.  I have  a favour  to  beg  of  you,  which  is,  that 
you  would  be  fo  kind  as  to  recommend  him  to  the  duke  de  Niver-  - 
nois,  your  ambafiador.  I fliall  do  myfelf  tlic  honor  to  write  to  him 
mylclf,  as  a mark  of  the  refpedt  and  efteem  I ow  e him ; that  is  but 
a matter  of  form,  but  all  the  real  advantage  I expedl  from  your  re- 
commendation. 1 conceive  that  the  duke,  from  his  natural  jK>litc- 
nefs,  would  take  him  home  to  dinner  or  fupper,  two  or  three  times 
during  his  Ray  at  Rome,  and  this  is  all  that  is  to  be  expedlcd  fmm 
common  recommendations,  but  that  would  not  anl'wcr  my  purjxjfe. 

1 wnfli  the  duke  would  make  him  his  errand-boy,  that  he  would 
confider  him  as  a little  French  lad  Monging  to  him,  and  that  he 
Ihould  be  fo  much  at  home  when  in  his  excellency’s  anti-chamber, 
that  by  that  circumftance  he  might  now  and  then  have  opportunities 
of  ftudying  the  charaftcr  of  a truly  genteel  man,  upon  the  belt 
model  1 ever  met  with.  This  felidty  c.annot  fall  to  his  lot  but  by 
your  means,  and  give  me  leave  to  tell  you,  it  is  your  intereft  to  pro- 
cure it  for  him.  The  more  has  been  done  towards  forming  him 
before  he  is  yours,  the  lefs  trouble  you  will  have  with  him,  and  a 
few'  lefTons  at  the  hotel  de  Nivernois  will  be  lb  much  trouble  faved 
for  you.  I reckon  he  will  be  at  Rome  tow  ards  the  middle  of 
December,  and  in  a year,  or  a year  and  a half  after,  he  will  be  at 
Paris,  where  I take  it  he  w ill  fjicnd  five  or  fix  hours  every  day  at 
your  houle.  I wifli  him  no  other  Paris  but  that.  Podibly  I may 

♦ How  could  lord  Chcflcrficld  cxpcfl  that  hit  fon  n-outd  fuccced  better,  rfixcully  after  he  iiad 
been,  acforJing  to  hit  own  cxpreflion, /rail/? iW  into  haiwya  ? He  wUIkU  to  Ice  him  an  accom* 
fUlhed  Fi'cncLuuan,  but  1 au\  aJ'caid  ht  fiopt  hall*  way. 
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mandation  feule  les  liii  anroit  bien  valu  auprcs  de  moi.  Vous  le 
reverrez  bicntdt,  puilqu’il  part  d’id  cette  fcmaine : Ic  I'eul  dcfaut 
que  je  lui  trouve,  c’elt  qu’il  veut  abfplument  6tre  Fran<?)is  et  [K'tit 
maitre  ; et  nq  Tell  pas  (jui  vent.  Lc  petit  maitrc  Francois  a dcs 
graces,  avec  tons  fes  dctauts,  ct  il  plait  cn  depit  de  la  raiiim,  qui 
lurement  ii’autorife  point  la  conduite ; niais  cette  ctourderie 
brillante,  cette  jx:tulancc  dmablc,  fe  trouvciit  trcs  deplactes,  quand 
un  Italicn,  un  Allemand,  ou  un  Anglois  veut  s’en  {xirer  * : il  n’y 
a que  Toriginal  qui  plait,  toutcs  les  tradivitions  en  font  pitoyablcs. 
A propos  de  tradudions,  je  tiichc  de  f;dre  aduellcnient  tra<luirc 
en  Italicn  votre  futur  eleve,  votrc  enfant  adoptif:  il  eft  cn  Italic, 
et  il  doit  itafler  Ion  hiver  a Rome.  J’ai  uiie  grace  a vous  dcmandcr 
fur  fon  fujet,  c’eft  de  vouloir  bien  le  recommander  a monfieur 
le  tUic  de  Nivernois  votre  ambalTadeur;  j’aurai  riuinneur  do  lui 
d:rirc  moi-meme,  pour  fatisfaire  au  refpedl  et  a I'eHime  que  Je 
lui  dois : cela  n’eft  que  jxnir  les  formes  ; mais  c’eft  do  votre  re- 
commandation  que  j’attcnds  tout  le  folide.  Je  cont^us  bien  que 
monfieur  de  Nivcniois,  par  la  politeflc  qui  lui  eft  fi  naturclle,  le 
prendroit  i diner  ou  d fouper  deux  ou  trois  fois  pendant  fon  fejorir  a 
Rome,  et  voila  ou  finiflent  les  recommandations  ordinaircs,  mais 
ce  n’eft  pas  la  mon  fait  : ct  je  Ibuhaitcrois  quo  monfieur  de  Nivernois 
en  fit  fon  galopin,  qu’il  le  rcgardit  comme  un  jKtit  Franqois  de 
fa  fuite,  et  qu’il  fCit  fi  domcftiquc  dans  fon  antichambrc,  qu’il  eiir, 
moyennant  cela,  de  terns  cn  terns  dcs  occafions  d'etudier  le  carac- 
terc  d’honnctc  homme,  fur  lc  mcillcur  modelc  que  je  connoille. 
Cc  bonlicur  nc  ireut  lui  arrivcr  que  par  votre  moycn,  et  permettez 
moi  de  vous  dire  que  vous  fites  intercHee  a le  lui  procurer.  Plus 
il  fera  forme,  avant  que  de  vous  appartenir  cn  propre,  moins  il 
vous  fera  a charge,  ct  quelqucs  Iccons  a I’hdtcl  de  Nivernois  votis 
epargneront  bien  <lc  la  itcinc  apres.  Je  compte  qu’il  fera  a Rome 
sets  le  milieu  de  Decembre,  ct  dans  une  aniu^,  ou  une  annec  ct 
demie  apreS,  il  fera  a Paris ; ou  ixjur  mieux  <lirc,  cinq  ou  fix 
heures  du  jour  chez  vous,  je  ne  lui  demande  pas.d’autrc  Paris 
qttc  cela.  J’y  fer.ii  pcmt-^itie  foir  avant-coureur,  au  moms  je  le 
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be  there  before  him,  and  that  is  my  only  remaining  wifh.  Age 
has  extinguifhed  thole  of  love,  reafon  and  experience  thofe  of  am- 
bition ; thofe  of  friendlhip  are  fnrely  due  to  you,  madam,  and  I fend 
them  you  very  heartily. 


LETTER  XXXVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Babiole,  July  8,  O.  S.  1749. 

O O,  madam,  you  are  determined  I Ihould  believe  that  you  are 
^ ferioully  angry  with  me ; with  all  my  heart,  your  anger  is 
too  great  a compliment  to  be  refufed,  and  my  own  innocence 
forbids  my  taking  it  otherwife  than  it  is  meant.  A fair  lady  who 
lliould  break  an  appointment,  though  Ihe  heartily  wilhed  to  go, 
•would  be  very  forry  if  her  lover  were  not  angrj'.  He  chides,  he 
ftorms,  flie  juftifies  herfelf,  he  is  appeafed.  She  has  given  proofs 
of  her  good  will,  he  of  his  eagernefs,  and  they  are  better  friends 
than  ever.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  in  friendlhip  as  in  love,  though 
they  are  very  dilferent  fentiraents.  I will  maintain  it,  we  are 
better  friends  now,  than  we  have  ever  been,  and  I am  very  glad 
you  are  pleafed  with  your  long  cxpeifled  lilks,  which  are  at  laft 
come  to  hand.  There  is  a degree  of  expedlation  that  whets  delire, 
but  there  is  another  that  grows  tirefome. 

I can  alTurc  you,  madam,  our  ambaOador  is  highly  pleafed  with 
all  the  civilities  you  have  fliewn  him,  and  has  entertained  me  for 
an  hour  together  with  a recital  of  them. 

To  be  fure,  my  name  alone  will  go  farther  with  the  duke  de 
Nivemois  than  all  your  recommendations  ! That  is  very  polite  on 
your  part,  but  his  grace  would  not  be  much  obliged  to  you  for  it 
however,  do  as  if  that  were  not  the  cafe,  and  recommend  yoeu" 
pupil  ftrongly  to  him  next  November,  I beg  you  will,  for  he  will’ 
be  at  Rome  in  the  beginning  of  December.  The  more  he  keeps 
company  with  the  duke  de  Nivemois,  the  Icfs  you  will  be  afhamed 
of  liim,  when  he  comes  to  be  under  your  tuition  at  Paris.  He  only 
wants  manners ; for  as  to  reading  and  learning,  he  has  enough  of 

that 
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fouhaite,  et  c’eft  le  feul  fouhait  qui  me  refte.  L’age  etcint  tom 
les  fouhaits  de  I’amour,  la  raifon  et  I’exp^rience  ceux  de  I’arabition ; 
ceux  de  I’amiti^  vous  font  bien  dus,  madame,  et  je  vous  Ics  addrefle 
tris  vdritablement. 


L E T T R E XXXVU. 

A LA  M I M E. 

A Bab'iolc,  ce  8 Juillet|  V»  S.  17^19. 

O U S voulez  done  abfolument,  madame,  que  je  vous  croye 
~ folidement  fichde  contre  moi;  je  le  veux  bien,  votre  col^ 
m’eft  trop  glorieule  pour  la  refufer,  et  mon  innocence  fait  que  je 
n’y  fuis  fenfible  que  du  bon  cdt6,  Une  belle,  qui  manqueroit  i un 
rendez  vous,  ou  tfaiUeurs  elle  auroit  fouhait^  de  fe  trouver,  feroit 
bien  f^ch^e  li  fon  amant  ne  I’&oit  point.  11  gronde,  il  s’emporte,. 
eUe  fe  juflifie,  il  fappaife»  Elle  a prouve  fa  bonne  volont^,  lui  fon 
empreflement,  et  ils  n’en  font  que  mieux  apr^s.  Il  en.  eft  de  meme- 
dans  I’amitie  que  dans  I’amour,  quoique  d’ailleurs  ces  fentimens  ne 
fe  reflemblent  gueres.  Je  foutiens  que  nous  fommes  adhicUement 
mieux  enfemblc  que  jamais,  et  je  fuis  charme  que  vous  foyez  con- 
tente  des  4toffcs,  qu’i  la  fin  vous  avez  reques  ; elles  fe  font  fait 
trop  longtems  attendre  : il  y a un  point  d’attente  qui  jfique,.  mais  il 
y en  a un  autre  qui  lalle.  A propos  du  bagage  du  notre  ambafla- 
deur,  je  puis  vous  alTurer  que  I’amballadcur  mfime  eft  tres  fenfible  i 
toutes  vos  politefles,  dont  il  m’a  entretenu  une  hexire  do  fuitc. 

Mon  nora  feul,  fans  doute,  fera  phis  efficace  que  toutes  vos  re- 
commandations  aupres  de  monfieur  le  due  de  Niveniois.  Cela  eft 
tres-ix)li  de  votre  part,  mais  monfieur  de  Nivemois  ne  vous  en  auroit 
gueres  d’obligation : en  tout  cas,  faites  comme  fi  cela  n’etoit  point, 
et  recommandez-lui  fortement  votre  el^ve,  je  vom  en  fupplie,  au 
mois  de  Novembre  prochain,  puifqu'il  fera  4 Rome  au  commence- 
ment de  Decembre.  Plus  il  frequentera  monfieur  de  Nivemois, 
moins  vous  en  rougirez  quand  il  fera  fous  vos  foins  i Paris.  Il  ne 
lui  manque  que  les  mmuLeres,  car  pour  la  ledture  et  le  favoir,  il 
en  a i revendre.  Au  refte,,  ne  croycz  pas  que  e’eft  fon  arrivee  a Pa- 
ris 
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that,  and  to  fpare.  Don’t  imagine  his  arrival  at  Paiis  will  determine 
nrine  ; on  the  contrary,  I would  not  for  the  world  fee  him,  till  he 
has  been  polilhed  at  Paris ; for  if  I Ihould  find  him  a German 
or  an  Italian,  and  he  nuift  be  a medley  of  both,  1 fhould  take  a 
diilike  to  him  for  the  remainder  of  my  days.  I am  not  over-fond 
of  thofe  nvo  nations,  though  on  very  difterent  aetounts. 

I am  juft  recovering  from  a violent  fever,  which  had  very  near 
earned  me  off.  Your  kind  ft-.irs,  madam,  have  faved  me,  not 
willing  that  you  ftiould  fo  foon  lofe  fo  faithful  a ferv'ant.  I beg 
you  will  procure  me  the  continuance  of  their  influence  for  fome  time ; 
for,  if  you  tlrink  pro|>er,  I fliould  like  to  live  ten  or  twelve  years 
longer,  to  fhew  you  the  better  the  conftancy  of  my  friendfliip.  I am 
now',  for  change  of  air,  in  a very  fmall  houle  I have,  about  five  fliort 
miles  from  London.  I would  have  named  it  Bag-atcllc,  were  it 
not  out  of  refpedl  for  yours  ; but  I call  it  Babiole,  in  token  of  fub- 
ordination,  and  to  leave  Bagatelle  the  preference  wliich  is  due  to  it. 
Babiole  is  fituated  in  one  of  the  royal  jiarks,  a hundred  paces  from 
the  Thames,  where  you  daily  fee  about  fifty  large  merchant  fliips, 
and  fome  men  of  war,  palling  repairing.  It  has  the  fineft 
W'alks  imaginable,  and  is  always  dry',  and  the  air  is  extremely  pure. 
About  five  hundred  years  ago,  fome  friendly  fairy  or  magician 
rnight,  with  eafe,  have  wafted  Babiole  to  the  bois  de  Bovdogne  in 
an  inftant  to  pay  her  rcfpeifts  to  Bagatelle  : but  now  -a-tlays  we  don't 
know  who  to  apply  to  for  thofe  kind  of  frolics.  Indeed  we  are  told 
that  the  age  is  unworthy,  faith  is  wanting  ; without  putting  your 
faith  to  too  hard  a trial,  you  may  believe  me  to  be  the  moft  zealous 
and  faithful  of  your  fen'ants. 


LETTER  XXXVIII. 

■ TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Sept.  7,  O.  S.  1749* 

JHave  been  wandering  about  from  place  to  place,  for  above  this 
month,  like  a Jew-,  w ithout  having  any  fixed  abode.  You  take  my 
I meaning. 
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ris  qui  dd-cidera  de  la  mienne  ; au  contraire,  je  ne  voudi'ois  pas  pour 
chofe  au  monde  Ic  voir,  avant  qu’il  eut  cte  bien  forme  et  jx)li  i Paris, 
car  fi  je  le  tmuvois  ou  Allemand  ou  Italien,  et  il  doit  naturellemcrU 
due  un  compofe  dc  ces  deux,  j'cn  prendrois  du  degout  jx)ur  Ic 
rcftc  dc  mes  jours  : ces  deux  nations,  quoique  par  dcs  raifons  tres- 
dilferentes,  n'ayant  pas  Phonneur  de  me  plaire  infiniment. 

Je  reviens  depuis  quinze  jours  d’une  fievre  chaude,  dont  j’ai  jjenfe 
ne  pas  revenir  du  tout : c'elt  votre  etoUe,  madame,  qui  m’a  lauve, 
et  qui  n’apas  voulu  que  vous  perdifliez  encore  un  fi  fidcle  fers'iteur. 
Procurez-moi,  je  vous  cn  prie,  pour  quclquc  terns,  la  continuation 
de  cette  influence,  car  fi  vous  le  trouvez  bon,  je  voudrois  encore 
vivre  dix  ou  douzc  ans,  ]X)ur  vous  mieux  prouver  la  conllancc  de 
inon  amitie.  Je  luis  adlucllcmcnt,  pour  me  retablir,  a une  trds 
petite  maifon,  que  j'ai  i cinq  petites  milks  de  Londres,  et  que 
j’aurois  apiielle  Bagatelle,  fi  ce  11‘cfit  ete  par  refpedl  pour  la  v6tre  ; 
mais  que  j’apjielle  Babiole,  jKtur  en  marquer  la  fubordination,  et 
jrour  laifler  a Bagatelle  la  preference  qui  lui  eft  due.  Babiole  eft 
fituee  dans  uir  dcs  pams  du  roi,  a cent  pas  de  la  Tamil'e,  ou  Ton 
voit  tons  les  jours  une  cinquantainc  de  gros  vailleaux  marchands, 
et  quelqucs  vaiileaux  de  gticrrc,  qui  vont  et  qui  viennent ; les  pro- 
menades font  les  plus  belles  du  monde,  il  y fait  toujours  fee,  et 
Pair  y eft  extremement  fin.  Il  y a cinq  cens  ans  qu'il  n’auroit  prcfque 
rien  cout6  h quelque  fee  ou  magirien  de  nos  amis,  de  tranf|rorter 
dans  un  moment  Babiole  au  bois  de  Bologne,  jwur  faire  fa  cour  it 
Bagatelle,  mais  a-prefent  on  ne  fait  a qui  s’addrefler  pour  ces 
fortes  de  chofes  li ; il  eft  vrai,  comme  Pon  dit,  (jue  le  fiecle  n’eii 
eft  pas  tligne,  la  foi  y manque.  Au  raoins,  fans  mettrc  votre  foi 
i de  grandes  epreuves,  vous  me  croirez  bicn  le  plus  zele  et  le  plus 
attache  dc  vos  ferviteurs. 


L E T T R E XXXVIII. 

A LA  M £ M E. 

. . A Lomlrcf,  7 Sept,  V.  S*  1749* 

/^’EST  que  j'.ai  battu  la  campagne  depuis  plus  d’un  mois,  comme 
uu  Juif,  fans  avoir  dc  fejoiu'  fixe.  \'ous  comprenez  bien, 

madame^ 
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meaning,  madam.  BeUdes,  what  could  I have  anfwered  to  your 
lait  letter,  which  almoil:  tiu^ncd  my  brain  ? I proteft  I only  efcaped 
it  by  the  help  of  fome  mortifying  reflections,  which  forced  them- 
felves  upon  me  in  fpite  of  felf-love,  but  which  1 will  ni)t  impart  to 
you.  If  you  arc  really  in  an  error,  that  error  is  too  flattering  for 
me  to  undeceive  you ; and  if  you  only  mean  to  imi)ofc  u}X)n  me, 
you  do  it  fo  prettily,  that  I will  not  deprive  myfelf  of  the  pleafure 
of  feeing  myfelf,  for  a moment,  in  the  deceitful  glals  you  hold 
up  to  me.  This  is  our  way  ; a momentary  delufion  charms  us, 
though  we  know  it  to  be  but  a delufion  : reflection  fets  us  right 
afterwards,  but  we  are  again  open  to  the  next,  or  the  very  fame 
delufion,  if  it  comes  drefled  up  with  thofe  alluring  graces  with 
which  you  fo  well  know  how  to  fet  it  off.  In  fhort,  it  is  in  this 
as  in  every  tiling  elfc ; we  live  on  in  a conftant  courfe  of  fin  and 
reiientance. 

Lord  Albemarle  has  told  you  rather  what  1 wifhed  to  do,  than 
what  1 was  able  to  perform,  when  he  faid  I ftiould  have  the  honor 
of  feeing  you  this  year  at  Paris.  The  will  was  not  wanting,  and 
nothing  but  nccellity  c.on  ever  prevail  ag^nft  will  ; but  this  fame 
neceflity  flands  in  the  way,  a nccellity  which  is  the  more  difagree- 
able,  as  it  arifes  from  a multitude  of  intricate  family  affairs,  which 
1 heartily  deteft,  and  am  very  unfit  for.'  Mow  do  you  like  our 
ambaffador  ? As  for  your  handfome  knight  and  his  charming  httle 
lady,  they  do  amazingly  well  here.  They  keep  a noble  houfe, 
Ipxmd  a great  deal  of  money,  their  manners  befjicak  their  birth 
and  their  acquaintance  with  the  grand  monde ; they  put  up  with 
every  tiling,  and  fwear  they  are  delighted  with  every  thing.  They 
allow  me  to  fee  them  frequently,  and  I avail  myfelf  unreafonably 
of  this  jjermiflion.  1 feek  and  find  there  the  pleafures  of  fociety, 
which  I Ihould  feek  in  vain  at  the  houfes  of  fome  of  my  own 
countrymen. 

I lately  received  a letter  from  little  Centurioni.  I love  him 
dearly,  but  the  giddy-brMii  has  not  given  me  his  direction.  May 
I beg  the  favour  of  you,  madam,  to  fend  him  the  inclofed  ? He 
tells  me  he  has  brought  me  into  a fcrapie,  by  informing  you  of 
my  indiferetion  with  regard  to  your  fconces.  I cpnfefs  the  faCt ; 

but 
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madame,  ce  que  cela  veut  dire;  ti’ailleurs,  qu’aurois-je  pu  re{x)iiclr‘^ 
a votre  derni^re,  fiui  a penfe  tounier  ma  tetc.’  Je  n’en  ai  ma  Ibi 
tchapp^  que  moyennant  ceitaines  reflexions  aflez  humiliaiites,  que, 
malgre  mon  amour  propre,  j’ai  fait  fur  moi-meme,  mais  que  je  n'ai 
garde  de  vous  communiquer.  Si  vous  etes  reellement  dans  I’erreur, 
cette  erreur  m’eft  troi>  flatteufe  jwur  <jue  je  tathe  de  vous  en  defa- 
bufer,  et  fi  vous  %'oulez  feulemcnt  m’en  faire  accroire,  vous  le  faites 
avec  trop  d’efprit,  et  trop  d’agremens,  pour  que  je  me  prive  <lu  plailir 
de  me  voir,  pour  tui  moment,  dans  le  miroir  tromi>eur  que  vous  me 
prefentez.  Voila  comme  nous  Ibmmes  faits,  un  moment  d’illufion 
agr..able  nous  charme,  toute  illulion  que  nous  la  fachions ; la  re- 
flexion nous  defabufe  apres,  mais  elle  n’em})eche  jias  que  nous  ne 
nous  pretions  avec  la  meme  facilite  a une  nouvelle,  ou  fouvent  a la 
mime  illulion,  des  qu’elle  fe  prefente  avec  les  graces  et  la  feduilion 
dont  vous  favez  bien  I’accompagner.  Enfin  il  en  eft  de  I’efprit 
comme  de  tout  le  refte ; nous  xivons  dans  une  idtcmativc  peqx^tuelle 
de  i)cch^  et  de  penitence. 

Mylord  Albemarle  vous  a dit,  plutbt  ce  que  je  fouhaitois  faire, 
que  ce  que  je  pouvois  faire,  quand  il  vous  a dit  que  j’aurois  I’honneur 
de  vous  voir  cette  ann^e  d Paris.  La  volonte  au  moins  y ^toit,  et 
il  n’y  a que  la  n^ceflit^  qui  puilTe  jamais  I'emporter  fur  la  volonte; 
mais  cette  neccffite  s'y  eft  trouvee,  necellit6  d'autant  plus  defagreable 
cju’elle  r^fulte  d’une  infinite  de  details,  et  d’arrangomens  domcftiques, 
que  je  detefte,  et  auxqucls  je  ne  fuis  gueres  propre.  A propos  de 
notre  ambafladeur,  en  6tes  vous  contcns  chez  vous  ? Pour  votre  beau 
])aladin,  et  votre  aimable  petite  paladine,  ils  font  i mcrveillc  id. 
C’eft  un  grand  ctat,  \me  belle  d'i>enfe,  leurs  manicres  marquent  bien 
leur  naiflancc,  et  leur  ufage  du  grand  monde,  ils  s’atcommodent  i 
tout,  et  jurent  qu'ils  font  chamtes  de  tout;  ils  me  permettent  de  les 
frdjuenter,  et  j’en  profile  juiipi’a  I’abus.  Je  chcrclie,  et  je  trouvc 
chez  eux,  les  agremens  de  la  lot  iete,  que  je  chcrcherois  inutilement 
chez  plufieurs  de  mes  compatriotcs. 

J’ai  requ  cn  dernier  lieu  une  lettredu  jx-tit  Centurioni,  quej’aime 
beaucoup;  mais  retocmli  ne  m'y  a p.as  donne  fon  adrefle.  Oferois- 
je  vous  prier,  madame,  de  vouloir  bien  lui  faire  tenir  I’inchife?  Il 
me  dit  qu’il  m’a  fait  une  tracafleiie  avec  vous,  en  vous  ddxjuvrant 
mon  indifcretion  au  fujet  de  vos  bras-  Je  conviens  du  fait;  mais 

VoL.  II.  U qui 


122 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


but  who  would  not  have  done  the  fame  ? Indifference  is  commonly 
the  parent  of  difcretion;  lb  that  you  have  every  thing  to  fear  on 
my  part,  from  the  oppollte  fentiment. 


LETTER  XXXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Sept  28,  O.  S.  1749. 

J Am  very  glad,  madam,  I did  not  hear  of  your  daughter’s  illnefs 
till  I heard  of  her  recovery.  1 fliould  have  fhared  your  fears, 
as  I now  fliare  your  joy,  and  as  I fliall  for  ever  fltarc  all  your  con- 
cerns. I apprehend  your  blood,  and  the  pains  you  have  t;iken, 
muft  have  produced  a daughter  worthy  of  your  tendereft  Iblicitude. 
On  tills  occalion,  flie  muft  have  experienced  it  in  its  full  extent  and 
delicacy,  and  it  muft  have  endeared  you  to  each  other,  by  the  danger 
of  a feparation,  which  perhajis  you  had  neither  of  you  ever  con- 
fidered  in  its  utmoft  rigor.  We  never  thoroughly  know  the  value 
of- a blelling,  till  we  are  on  the^  ixiint  of  loling  it.  May  you, 
madam,  long  enjoy  lb  dear  a one  as  this  you  have  juft  recovered  ! 
iSTor  does  the  prefervation  of  her  beauty  go  for  nothing  with  me. 
'Whatever  your  fententious  faints  and  philofophers  may  fay  to  the 
difparagemeiit  of  beauty,  I will  maintain  that  it  is  a real  advantage, 
as  it  adorns  and  recommends  the  moft  judicious  mind,  and  the  moft 
lolid  merit.  1 may  appeal  to  you,  for  you  muft  know  whether  I 
am  right  or  not. 

I know  not  by  what  fatality  things  do  not  go  on  fo  well  as  I 
Ihould  have  exjxiiftcd,  between  » and  your  people.  I think 
liim  an  amiable  and  [xilite  man ; he  loves  pleafure  and  indulgence, 
and  that  is  the  tafte  at  Paris,  and  yet  things  don’t  go  on  fmoothly. 
Our  ambalTailor  has  one  advantage  over  yours;  he  has  found  you 
at  Paris,  and  I’ll  engage  raonfieur  de  Mirepoix  will  not  find  you 
in  London. 

' Your 
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qui  n’ea  auroit  pis  lait  autant?  L’indificrencc  e(t  ordinaiienicnt  la 
mire  de  la  difcretion,  de  forte  que  vous  avcz  tout  si  craindrc  dc  ma 
pait,  d’un  I'cntiment  contraire. 


L E T T R E XXXIX. 

I 

A LA  m£mE. 


A Londrc*,  cc  28  Sept.  V.  S.  1749. 

T E fuis  bien-aife,  madame,  dc  n’avoir  appris  la  maladic  de  midc- 
moifelle  votre  fille  qu’en  mime  terns  avcc  fa  convalefcence.  J’au- 
rois  pris  part  i vos  allarmes,  commc  j’cn  prcnds  adlucllcmcnt  si  vo 
tre  joie,  et  commej’en  prendrai  itcrncllcmcnt  i tout  ce  qui  vous  tou- 
che. Je  con(?>is  bien  que  votre  fang  et  vos  foins  Uoivent  ncccilhire- 
ment  avoir  formi  une  fille  digne  dc  vos  plus  tendres  inquietudes. 
Cette  occafion  lui  en  aura  fait  fentir  toute  I’itendue,  et  la  delicatefie, 
et  vous  vous  ferez  riciproqucment  plus  chores,  I’linc  i I’autre,  par  le 
danger  oii  vous  avez  eti  toutes  deux  d’une  fci>aration,  dont  peut-itre 
ni  Tune  ni  I’autrc  n’avoit  encore  fenti  toute  la  rigucur.  Nous  ne 
connoiflbas  jamais  tout  le  prix  d’un  bien,  que  quand  nous  nous  voyons 
au  moment  de  le  perdre.  Puiffiez-vous  longtcms,  madame,  jouir 
d’un  bien  fi  cher  que  vous  venez  de  fauver!  Je  ne  comjitc  pas  non 
plus  pour  lien  la  confervation  de  fa  beauti  : Ics  divots,  et  les  philo- 
fophes,  ont  beau  parler  fentences  contre  la  beautc,  Je  foutiens  qu’elle 
eft  un  a vantage  reel,  puifqu’elle  orne,  et  qu’elle  recon  mandc  mime 
refprit  le  plus  jufte,  et  le  mirite  le  plus  folide  ; je  m’en  rapporte  i 
vous,  vous  devez  bien  fa  voir  fi  j'ai  rmfon  ou  non. 

Je  ne  fais  pas  par  quelle  fataliti  ccla  ne  va  pas  fi  bien  que  jel’au- 
roLs  era,  entre  * * et  vos  gens.  Je  le  trouve  tris-aimablc,  et  poll;  il 

aime  les  plaifirs  et  la  volupti,  e’eft  li  aufli  le  ton  chez  vous,  et  pour- 
tant  cela  ne  s’agence  point.  Notre  ambalTadcur  a un  avantage  fur 
le  votre,  il  vous  a trouvee  a Paris,  et  j’ole  afliircr  monfieur  de  Mire- 
poix qu’il  ne  vous  trouvera  pas  k Londres. 
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Yoiir  boy  will  be  at  Rome  in  two  months,  fo  you  may  write  to 
the  duke  de  Nivernois  as  foon  as  you  have  nothing  better  to  do; 
but  be  fo  good  as  to  teU  him,  he  muft  expetSt  to  fee  a young  man, 
who  has  neither  carriage  nor  manners,  but  is  ftill  covered  with 
Englilh  ruft,  thickened  by  that  of  Lcipfig.  He  has  applied  fo 
clofely  to  his  ftudies,  that  he  has  not  allowed  himfelf  time,  if  he 
had  opportunity,  to  contradl  the  air  and  manners  of  a man  of  falhion.. 
I hope  the  air  of  the  hdtel  de  Nivernois  will  be  favourable  to  him^ 


LETTER  XL.. 

TO  THE  S.\M£. 


LoiiJon,  0£l.  113,  O.  S.  17491 

OU  prohibit  complhnents,  madam  ; be  pleafed  then  to  give  me 
a definition  of  them,  that  I may  not  make  you  any  without  in- 
tending it.  I have  infinuated  that  there  was  a poflibility  of  your 
daughter’s  being  pretty;  you  affirm  that  file  is  not.  The  queftion 
refts  upon  a matter  of  fad,  and  it  muft  be  decided.  But  how?  you 
will  fay.  I’ll  tell  you  how;  anti,  what  I believe  is  fcldom  the  cafe, 
we  ftiall  both  be  fatisfied.  I will  refer  it  to  the  young  lady  hcrfelf; 
her  lips  will  decide  in  your  favour,  and  her  heart  in  mine.  Now  for 
yourfelf,  madam.  \ ou  fay  I never  faw  you  but  when  you  were 
altered  and  emaciated,  and  confequently  I muft  think  you  have 
always  been  very  difagreeable.  Nego,  madam,  to  ufe  the  elegant 
phrafe  of  Fhomas  Diafoirus*;  I will  bring  an  adlion  againft  you 
for  this,  and  will  leave  you  the  choice  of  your  judges;  the  triumph 
will  be  mine,  and  you  will  liave  the  plcafure  of  being  condemned 
with  colls  of  fuit. 

I am  forty  our  friend,  whonught  pleale  if  he  would,  docs  not 
chufe  it.  I have  long  fince  known  of  liis  attachment  for  the  ful- 
tana,  to  whom  he  Hurificcs  his  evenings,  tliat  is  liis  life,  at  Paris;  but 


* In  Ai’lolierc's  AfaUdi  im'fginaJn, 
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Votre  garc?)n  fera  i Rome  en  deux  mois,  de  fa<^n  que  vous  n’avez 
qvfii  dcrire  4 monfieur  de  Nivemois  aufli-tAt  que  vous  n’aurez  ricn 
autre  chofe  4 faire  ; mais  ayez  la  bont<i  de  le  pnlvenir  fur  un  article, 
qui  eft,  qu’il  doit  s’attetulrc  4 voir  un  jeune  homme,  qui  n’a  ni  tour- 
nure  ni  manieres,  mais  qui  eft  encore  iperufte  de  la  crotte  An- 
gloife,  cpaiftic  raeme  de  celle  de  runiverfit^  deLeipfig.  II  eft  fi  fort 
appliqu6  4 fes  etudes,  qu’il  ne  s’eft  p:is  doiine  le  terns,  quand  mtme 
il  en  auroit  eu  les  occalions,  de  prendre  Pair  et  les  manieres  d'nii 
honnfitc  homme  ; j’efiiere  quo  Pair  de  Phdtel  de  Nivemois  lui  fera 
favorable. 


L E T T R E XL. 

A LA  M E M £• 

A Londres,  cc  23  0£l.  V.  S.  1749. 

\7oU  S dtfendez  les  gentillefles,  madame;  ayez  done  la  bontc  de 
’ les  definir,  afin  que  je  n’en  dife  pas  fans  y penfer.  J’ai  infinue 
qu’il  ctoit  poffible  que  mademoifeHe  votre  fille  pftt  litre  jolie,  vous 
foutenez  qu’ellc  ne  Peft  point.  Voici  une  queftion  de  fait,  et  j’en 
veux  la  ddciiion,  mais  le  moyen,  direz-vous  ? le  voici,  et  je  crois, 
ce  qui  n’arrive  gu6res,  que  nous  en  lerons  tons  deux  contens.  Je 
m’en  rapporte  4 mademoifeHe  elle-m£me  ; fa  bouche  d^dera  en 
votre  faveur,  fon  coeur  en  la  mienne.  A vous,  madame,  4 cette  heiire. 
Je  ne  vous  ai  vu,  dites-vous,  que  clrangee  et  deperie,  et  par  con- 
fequent  je  dois  croireque  vous  avez  toujours  6te  fort  defagrtiable.  Nego, 
madame,  comme  dit  6kgamment  Thomas  Diafoirus*;  je  vous  intente 
proces  14  defliis,  et  je  vous  laiflerai  m£me  le  choix  de  vos  juges ; 
j’aurai’le  triomphe,  et  vous  aurez  le  plaifir,  de  vous  voircondam- 
avec  frais  et  d'pens. 

Je  fuis  f4che  que  notre  ami,  qui  pourroit  plaire  s’il  le  voidoit,  ne 
le  veuille  point ; j’ai  lu  depuis  long-terns  fon  attachement  pour  la  I'ul- 
tane  4 laquelle  il  facrifie  fes  foir^es,  c’eft-4-dire  fa  vie,  4 Paris  ; mais 
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I was  in  hojies  he  wuukl  ofler  up  his  oblations  in  the  morning; 
at  leaft,  formerly,  tlaat  was  the  right  time  for  facrifices. 

1 fay  nothing,  either  to  you  or  to  the  duke  of  Nevers,  concerning 
the  letters  you  have  written  to  the  duke  of  N'ivemois,  in  favour  of 
your  pupil.  Politcncfs  and  kind  offices  arc  lb  familiar  to  you  both, 
that  they  are  always  exixjdtctl;  one  is  never  difapjxiinted,  and  they 
fecm  to  be  fo  much  things  of  courfe,  that  it  requires  fiime  reHeclion 
to  think  one  is  under  any  obligation.  We  hardly  mind  a good 
clock  whilft  it  ftrikes  true,  and  only  take  notice  when  it  fttijM,  be- 
caufe  then  we  are  furph/.ed.  Yet  it  ought  to  be  jult  the  reverie; 
the  one  is  very  difficult,  and  the  other  is  the  eafiell  thing  in  the  world. 

I wilh  your  pujiil  had  tUme  with  lt;dy,  that  I might  get  rid  of 
him,  and  fee  him  in  better  hands  than  my  own;  for  lean  tell  you, 
the  moment  he  gets  to  Paris,  I have  done  with  him,  he  will  be 
your  property,  and  you  fhall  be  anfwerable  to  me  for  his  liehaviour, 
his  politcncfs,  and  his  very  fentiments.  Without  a compliment,  I 
know  you  can  make  whatever  you  pleafe  of  him.  He  fhall  be  de- 
livered to  you  by  the  poll,  at  Paris,  next  May  twelvemonth. 


LETTER  XLI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Dec.  4,  O.  S.  1749. 

*'  I 'he  dukes  of  Nevere  and  Nivemois  both  adl  in  charafler; 

nothing  can  be  more  obliging  than  the  letter  you  fent  me, 
madam,  w hich  the  latter  wrote  to  the  former.  I beg  you  will  exert 
yourfelf,  and  fay  to  both',  from  me,  all  the  handfome  things  I ought 
to  fay  on  the  occalion,  which  you  will  exprefs  much  better  than 
I fhould. 

In  the  letter,  1 took  the  liberty  to  fend  the  duke  of  Nivemois  by 
your  boy,  1 called  him  my  nephew,  as  the  i»pcs  do.  That  aiipel- 
lation  is  no  difgrace  at  Rome  ; and  if  afterwards  he  Ihould  deteft  the 
innocent  cheat,  I flatter  myfelf  he  will  not  be  offended  at  it.  We 
mull,  as  you  oblerve,  humour  eilabliflicd  prejudices,  and  it  is  jull 
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j'efixjrois  qu'il  lui  fcroit  fes  facrifices  le  matin  : c’<itoit  au  moins  autre- 
fois la  belle  heure  des  facrifices. 

Je  ne  vous  dis  rien,  ni  h monfieur  de  Nevcrs  non  plus,  au  fvijet 
des  lettres  que  vous  avez  writes  a monfieur  dc  Niveraois  en  faveur 
dc  votre  616vc.  Chez  vous  deux,  les  politefics  ct  Ics  amitii's  couleitt 
de  fource,  on  s\  attpnd  toujours,  on  ne  s’y  tromiTe  jamais,  ct  elks 
paroiflent  fi  fort  dans  I’ordre,  qu’il  faut  quelque  reflexion  ix)ur  vous 
en  avoir  de  I’obligation.  On  ne  fait  prefque  pas  grc  a une  bonne 
pendule  pendant  qu’elle  va  jufte,  et  on  n’y  fait  attention  que  quand 
elk  mantpie,  parcequ’alors  on  eft  fuq)ris.  Ce  dcvroit  jxuirtant  £tre 
tout  k contraire;  I’un  eft  tres-diflitik,  et  il  n’y  a rien  au  monde  de  ft 
tacilc  <pie  I’autre. 

Je  voudrois  bicn  qtie  votre  ^kvc  eftt  fini  fes  affaires  cn  Italic,  afin 
que  j’en  fulTe  quitte,  et  que  Je  k viffe  dans  des  meillcures  mains  <pie 
les  miennes  ; car  fachcz  (jue  du  moment  qu’il  arrive  a Paris,  je  n’ai 
plus  rien  i fake  avec  lui,  il  vous  appartiendra  en  propre,  et  vous  me 
repondrez  dc  fes  manieres,  de  fa  politeffe,  et  mcme  dc  fes  lentimens. 
Gcntillefl'e  i part,  je  fais  que  vous  en  [xjurrez  faire  tout  ce  que 
vous  voudrez.  Il  vous  fera  livre  par  la  pofte  i Paris,  du  mois  de  Mai 
en  un  an. 


L E T T R E XLL 

A LA  M i XL  £. 

A Londres,  ce  4 Dec.  V.  S.  I749- 

\/fONSIEUR  de  Nevers,  et  monfieur  de  Nivemois,  ne  fc  dc- 
mentent  ni  runniPautre;  il  ne  fe  peut  rien  de  plus  obligcant 
que  la  kttre  du  dernier  au  premier,  que  vous  avez  eu  l.v  bontc,  mu- 
dame,  de  m’envoyer.  Evertuez-vous,  je  vous  cn  I’upplic,  pour  tlire 
de  ma  part  a I’un  et  a I’autre,  tout  ce  (jue  je  devrois  leur  dire  a cette 
occafion,  et  que  vous  direz  bien  mieux  que  moi.  Dans  la  lettre  quo 
j’ai  pris  la  liberte  d’envoyer  i monfieur  de  Nivemois  par  votre  gar(;on, 
je  I’ai  appelle,  a la  mode  des  papes,  mon  neveu,  litre  qui  nc  de- 
grade pas  a Rome  : fi  apres  cela  il  decouvre  la  j>etite  ftqiercherio, 
je  me  flatte  qu’il  ne  s’en  otfenfera  jms.  11  faut,  comme  vous  le 
dites,  manager  les  prtijuges  6tablis,  et  e’eft  juftement  la,  que  les  pe- 
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in  that  cafe  that  a little  deceit  is  allowable,  to  elude  them,  as  wc 
mull  not  hojK:  to  eratlicate  them.  My  nephew  then  lhall  not  have 
the  honor  of  paying  his  court  to  you  at  Paris,  before  next  May 
twelvemonth,  becaufe  I chule  he  fltould  go  through  all  he  has  to 
learn  before  he  goes  thither.  At  his  time  of  life,  when  once  a 
young  man  has  tailed  of  the  pleafui-es  and  dill^jation  of  the  life  of 
Paris,  there's  an  end.  of  all  ferious  attention,  and  all  application  to 
the  harder  Rudies.  But,  madam,  my  own  journey  to  Paris  is  by 
no  means  connedled  with  his;  on  the  contrary,  the  difparity  of  ye.ars 
>vould  rather  incline  me  to  wilh  we  may  not  meet,  as  we  Riould 
Rand  in  each  other's  way. 

As  to  chairs  for  gouty  people,  wc  have  great  variety  of  them, 
but  I have  feen  none  of  the  fort  you  mention,  that  are  put  in  mo- 
tion by  a handle ; the  bcR  contrivance  I have  Iren,  was  a chair  which 
monfieur  de  Broglio  had  Pent  for  from  France,  and  prefented  to  the 
late  queen.  The  jierlbn  that  fits  in  it  drives  it  along,  by  means  of 
two  pretty  large  wheels,  one  on  each  fide,  which  are  vei’y  eafily 
turned  with  both  hands.  It  does  very  well  in  a garden,  upon  plain 
ground,  but  not  up  and  down  hill.  If,  upon  this  defeription,  the 
duke  of  Nevers  thinks  he  Ihould  like  fuch  a chair,  I will  get  him 
one  with  the  greateR  pleafure.  1 have  bought  one  lately  for  my 
own  ufc,  having,  for  this  month  paR,  infilled  into  the  gouty  frater- 
nity. The  fit,  indeed,  has  been  Riort,  but  rather  a fmart  one  in 
my  left  hand;  I am  not  forry  for  it,  as  I hope  it  will  keep  off  other 
complaints,  and  efpecially  thofe  in  my  head.  Old  age  begins  to 
call  upon  me  for  his  dues,  and  I hatl  rather  pay  a conliderable  fum 
at  once,  in  the  form  of  gout,  than  be  teazed  by  the  levy  of  leller 
tributes,  under  the  name  of  head-ach,  giddinefs,  licknefs  at  my 
Romach,  faintings,  8cc.  Now  1 talk  of  complaints,  you  have  one 
that  you  have  not  tokl  me  of,  to  which,  however,  I am  not  in- 
clifferent,  I mean  your  pregnancy.  1 defire  you  will  entl  it  by  being 
fafely  delivered  of  a fon,  for  I would  not  have  the  wit  and  the 
talents  you  arc  poffeffed  of,  above  the  reR  of  your  fex,  defeend  to 
<latighters.  You  may  detach  fonae  fmall  province  to  ixirtion  your 
daughter,  but  I will  have  a fon  inherit  your  dominions.  May  he 
give  you  as  little  pain  as  poflible  on  his  entrance  into  this  world, 
and  all  poflible  fatisfadion  in  his  progrefs  through  it ! 

L E T- 


• Digitized  by  Google 


TO  Ills  FRIENDS.  BOOK  I.  LET.  XLI.  129 

tites  rufes  font  pcnnifes  pour  les  eludcr,  pviifqu’on  nc'doit  jias  cfpiircr 
de  les  detruire.  Mon  ncveu  done  n’auni  rixpnncur  de  vous  faire  fa 
coiu’  i Paris  qu’au  mois  dc  M.ti  cn  un  an ; c’cll  queje  veux  qu’il 
alt  tout  aj>pris  .want  ijuc  d’/  aller ; dcs  <iu’a  cct  on  a goute  les 
plaifirs  et  la  dillipation  de  Paris,  adieu  toute  attention  fericule,  toute 
application  aux  Etudes  un  j>eu  diHuilcs.  Au  refte,  madame,  mon 
voyage  a Paris  ne  deix;nd  aucunement  du  fien,  au  conti-airc,  nps 
4ges  ne  fe  conviennent  pas  alTcz  ixjur  nous  y trouver  cnfemble,  et 
nous  y ferions  dcplaces  vis-i-vis  I’un  dc  Tautre. 

Au  fujet  des  chaifes  pour  les  goutteux,  j’aurai  llionncur  dc  vous 
dire  qu'il  y en  a ici  de  naille  diflerentes  fortes,  mais  je  n’en  ai  pas 
vu  de  la  forte  dont  vous  parlez,  qui  roulcnt  moyennant  une  ina- 
nivelle  ; la  meilleure  quej’aye  vu,  e'eft  une  chaife  quefeu  raonficur 
de  Broglio  avoit  fait  venir  de  France,  et  dont  il  fit  prefent  a la  feu 
reinc.  L’on  s’y  roule  foi-mdme  par  Ic  moycn  de  deux  roues  aflez 
grandcs,  une  dc  chatiuc  cdtc,  qu’on  tourne  tres-fadlemcnt  dcs  deux 
mains  ; elle  fert  aufli  fort  bien  dans  un  janlin,  oil  le  terrein  eft  uni ; 
mais  pas  oil  il  y a des  montees  et  des  defeentes.  Si,  a cette  dc- 
feription,  monfieur  de  Nevers  croit  qu'une  telle  chaife  lui  conviendra, 
je  me  ferai  un  veritable  plailir  de  lui  en  envoyer  une.  Je  m’en 
fuis  acheti  une  en  dernier  lieu,  ayant  et6  enrolle,  depuis  un  mois, 
dans  le  nombre  des  goutteux.  L’attaque  a-^te  courtc,  il  eft  vrai,  mais 
aflez  w'e  i la  main  gauelje  ; je  n’en  fuis  nullcment  fache,  dans  I’ef- 
pcrance  qu’ellc  me  garantira  des  autres  malailies,  et  fur-tout  de  celles 
de  la  t6te.  La  vieilleflc  commence  d exiger  fes  droits,  et  j’aime  mieux 
en  payer  un  confidurable  en  forme  dc  goutte,  quo  d'etre  chicane  par 
la  levee  de  plufieurs  moindres  tributs,  fous  les  noms  dc  migraines, 
vertiges,  maux  dc  cocur,  langueurs,  &c.  A propos  d'incommodites, 
vous  en  avez  aiftuellcmcnt  une,  dont  vous  ne  m’avez  ]i.is  fait  part, 
et  a laquelle  jxmrtant  je  rn'intercfTe,  e’eft  votre  grciflefle.  Je  vous 
fupplie  de  la  terminer  par  Theureux  accouchement  d’un  fils,  car  je  ne 
veux  pas  que  I’cfprit,  et  les  talens,  qui  vous  diftinguent  de  votre  fCxe, 
tombent  en  quenouille.  Detachez  cn  quebiue  petite  province  pour 
(lot  a mademoifelle  votre  fillc,  mais  je  veux  que  ce  I'oit  un  fils  qui 
h6ritc  votre’  empire.  Puifle-t-il  vous  caufer  le  moins  dc  douleur  qu’il 
eft  i»irible  a fon  ddbut  dans  ce  moiidc  ici,  et  toute  la  joye  qu’il  eft 
polTiblc  dans  fes  progres  ! 

V o L.  II. 
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LETTER  XLII. 

T O-  T H E SAME. 

LonJoo,  Jan.  i,  O.  S.  i7jo. 

(!»',  which  at  Paris,  Verfaillcs,  and  London,  is  a day 
of  lying,  is  to  me  a day  of  truth,  as  nothing  is  truer  or  more 
lincere  than  my  wilhes  for  your  health  and  happinefs. 

This  is  the  beginning  of  a letter  of  Roufleau’s,  that  I chanced  to 
read  juft  now,  and  I adopt  it,  madam,  from  the  bottom  of  my 
heart,  in  writing  to  you  the  firft  day  of  our  year.  Thefe  wiflies, 
ever  llnce  I had  the  honor  of  being  acquainted  with  you,  have 
never  been  w’anting  in  truth  or  ardor,  but  methinks  tliis  year  they 
are  more  ardent  than  ufual,  on  account  of  your  prefent  lituation, 
which  makes  your  friends  anxious  for  your  fafety,  but,  begging 
your  pardon,  is  by  no  means  ridiculous  for  you.  What,  mull  a 
lady  be  always  with  child,  or  never?  or  mvift  there  be  a certain 
number  of  annual  pregnancies,  fixed  by  falliion  ? What  do  you 
mean  by  your  forty-three  years  ? Do  the  laws  of  nature,  the  laws 
of  the  land,  or  the  laws  of  decency,  appoint  that  i->eriod  for  bar- 
rennd's  ? On  the  contrary,  I affirm,  that  ycnir  prefent  pregnancy 
is  a pregnancy  of  decency  and  duty.  Vou  had  not  done  enough 
for  fociety  ; you  owed  her  fome  more  of  yo\u-  progeny,  and  you 
now  begin  again  to  acquit  yourfelf  of  that  duty.  I foretell  you 
four  or  five  more.  As  neither  you  nor  your  daughter  chufe  this 
Ihould  be  a boy,  if  luch  a misfortune  fliould  happen,  fend  him  to 
me  ; I will  adopt  liim  with  all  my  heart,  and  fhall  take  a pride 
in  faying  he  is  my  own.  It  will  be  a work  of  refledlion,  you 
have  taken  a great  deal  of  time  to  compofe  it,  and  I lliall  pafs  for 
the  author  of  a mafter-piece.  Many  a one  is  a jilagiary  for  much 
lefs. 

Your  letter  and  that  of  the  duke  of  Nevers  have  had  the  de- 
fired  efFeift  with  the  duke  of  Nivernois,  in  favour  of  your  pupU. 
I received  a letter  from  liim  two  days  ago  from  Rome,  in  which  he 
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L E T T R E XLII. 

A L A M S M t. 

A Loiulr«,  ce  i Janvier,  V.  S.  <;50.  , 

E jour  id,  qui  eft  k Paris,  a Verfaillcs,  ct  i Londres,  la  ££te  des 
menfonges,  eft  pour  moi  un  jour  de  verite,  n’y  ayant  rien  dc 
plus  vrai  ni  de  plus  fincere  que  les  voeux  que  jc  fais  j»ur  votre 
fantc,  et  j)our  votre  bonheur.  C’eft  la  le  commencement  d'une  let- 
tre  de  Roufleau,  que  par  hafard  je  viens  de  lire  dans  le  moment,  et 
que  j’adopte,  madame,  du  fond  de  mon  coeur,  en  vous  ccrivant  ce 
premier  jour  de  notre  aun^.  Ces  veeux,  depuis  que  j’ai  eu  I’hon- 
neur  de  vous  connoitre,  n’ont  jamais  manque  ou  dc  verite,  ou  d'ar- 
deur  ; raais  il  me  femblc  que  cette  annte  y a ajoute  tie  la  vivacite, 
k caufe  de  la  fttuation  dans  laquelle  elle  vous  trouve ; lituation  inquie- 
tantc  pour  vos  amis,  mais,  ne  vous  en  d6plaife,  nuUcraant  ridicule 
pour  vous.  Quoi,  faut-il  done  ^tre  toujours  grofle,  ou  bien  jamais 
grofle  ? ou  bien,  faut-il  un  certain  nombre  de  groflefles  anniver- 
faires,  fixe  par  la  mode  ? Que  voulez-vous  dire  avec  vos  quarante- 
trois  ans  i Eft-ce  quo  les  loix  de  la  nature,  du  pays,  ou  de  la  bien- 
fibince,  ont  6tabli  cette  ^poque  pour  la  fterilitc  ? Au  contraire,  jc 
foutiens  que  votre  groflefle  adtuelle  eft  une  groflelle  de  bienfeance  et 
de  devoir.  Vous  aviez  trop  peu  travaill^  pour  la  Ibdete  ; vous  lui 
deviez  encore  de  votre  race,  et  vous  recommencez  i pr^fent  k vous 
acquitter  de  ce  devoir.  Je  vous  en  annonce  encore  quatre  ou  cinq 
de  fuite.  Au  refte,  puifque  ni  vous  ni  mademoilcUe  votre  fille  ne 
voulez  abfolument  pas  que  cet  enfant  foit  tui  fils,  en  cas  de  ce  malheur 
envoyez-le  moi,  je  I’adopterai  volontiers,  et  je  me  ferai  gloire  mSme 
de  dire  qu’il  eft  ^ moi.  Ce  fera  un  ouvrage  de  reflexion,  vous  avez 
pris  bien  du  terns  ^ Ic  compofer,  et  je  palTcrai  pour  I’auteur  d’un  chef- 
d’oeuvre  : il  y a des  plagiaires  ixmr  bien  moins  que  cela. 

Votre  lettre,  et  celle  de  monfieur  de  Nevers,  ont  fait  tout  I’efFet  qud 
je  pouvois  fouhaiter  aupr^s  de  monfieur  de  Nivernois,  en  faveur  de 
votre  ^leve  ; j’en  ai  retju  une  lettre  avant-hier  de  Rome,  dans  laquelle 
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tells  me  the  duke  and  dutchefs  have  been  exceedingly  civil  to  him, 
and  that  he  is  there  as  a child  of  the  family,  and  a fpoilt  child 
too.  If  he  does  not  deferve  this  kindnefs,  at  leall  he  is  fenlible  of 
it,  and  afcribes  one  half  of  it  to  your  influence. 

Pray,  madam,  let  me  know,  by  a line  from  a footman  or  a 
chamber-maid,  as  foon  as  you  are  fafely  delivered,  for  I am  too 
anxious  fur  that  important  moment,  to  wait  till  you  are  up  again* 
Adieu,  madam,  once  more.  Mold  e felici. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

TO  THE  SAME.  ' 


^ London,  Jan.  i8,  O.  S.  1750, 

I Have  the  honor,  madam,  to  fend  you  three  pine-apples,  which 
are  good  for  nothing,  firft,  becaufe  they  are  out  of  feafon,  and 
next,  becaufe  they  were  gathered  before  they  were  ripe  ; elfe  they 
would  have  been  in  a maflr  when  they  reached  Paris.  I fend  them 
by  a courier  as  far  as  Calais,  where  they  will  be  delivered  to  the 
jxjft-mallcr,  as  you  dire£le<l  me.  As  the  loggings  of  women  with 
child  are  fatisfied  rather  with  the  name  than  by  the  merit  of  the 
thing,  I hope  thefe  pine-apples  will  do  for  the  dauphinefs  as  well 
as  gootl  ones,  but  it  is  fa<St  that  they  are  bad.  The  tight 
feafon  is  only  from  June  to  O51ober. 

This  letter,  which  like^vife  goes  by  a mcliengcr,  will,  I hope, 
come  in  time  to  prepare  you  for  all  the  requifite  ceremonies.  Don’t 
imagine  thefe  piiie-apples  come  from  Babiole,  it  would  be  too  great 
an  affront  to  my  gardening.  Mine  are  quite  another  thing,  but 
1 got  thefe  of  the  only  man  in  England  who  raifes  any  at  tliis  time 
■'of  year.  If  you  will  promile  me  to  come  and  talle  mine  at  Babiole 
in  Auguft,  I promile  to  go  and  fetch  you  from  Bagatelle  in  May. 

I have 
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il  me  marque  que  monfieur  et  madamc  de  Nivcmois  Font  accablc  de 
politefles,  et  quH  y eft  comme  enfant,  m^me  g&te  de  la  maifon. 
S’il  ne  merite  pas  ces  attentions,  du  moins  il  ks  reconnoit,  et  vous  en 
attribue  une  bonne  moiti6. 

Faitcs-moi  favoir,  je  vous  en  fupplie,  madame,  par  deux  lignes  de 
la  main  d'un  valet,  ou  d’une  fille  de  thambre,  votre  heureux  accou- 
cliement  aufli-t6t  qu’il  arrivera,  car  en  verite  je  m’interelTe  trop  i un 
moment  fi  important  pour  vous,  pour  en  attendrc  la  nouvelle,  jtifqu'^ 
Votre  convalefcencc.  Adieu,  madamc,  encore.  Molti  e felici. 


L E T T R E XLIII. 

ALA  M £ M I. 

A Londres,  cc  i8  Janv.  V.  S.  1750. 

T’AI  llionneur  de  vous  envoyer,  madame,  trois  ananas  qui  ne  va- 
lent  lien,  premiereinent  parccque  oe  n’en  eft  pas  la  failbn,  ct  en- 
ftute  parccqu’il  a fallu  les  cueillir  avant  qu’ils  fuflent  mftrs,  fans  quoi 
ils  auroient  6t^  en  com|xite  a leur  arrivee  a Paris.  Je  les  cnvoye  par 
un  courier  jufqu’a  Calais,  ou  ils  feront  livres  au  diredfcur  des  jioftes, 
felon  I’adreile  que  vous  m’avcz  donncc.  Comme  les  envies  des  fem- 
mes grofles  ft:  comcntcnt  plus  jxir  le  aom,  que  par  le  merite  des  cht>- 
fes,  j’el^re  que  ees  ananas  tiendront  Ueu  de  bans,  aupr«  <le  madanw: 
ia  dauphine ; mais  le  fait  eft  qu’ils  font  raauviiis ; la  veritable  fai- 
-fon  n’eft  que  depuis  Ic  mois  dc  J uin,  jufqu’a  cdui  d’Oftobrc. 

Cette  lettre,  qui  va  par  un  courier,  les  dcvancera,  j’elpcrc,  aflez 
pour  vous  prtparer  a toutes  les  c^anonies  requifcs.  Au  moins  uc 
croyez  pas  que  ces  ananas  foient  de  Babiole,  vous  feriez  trop  de  tort  ,a 
mbn  jardinage.  I^s  miens  font  liien  autre  chofe,  mais  j'ai  eu  ceux- 
ci  du  'feul  honunc  en  Angleterre,  qui  les  fait  venir  dans  cette  failbn. 
Si  vous  me  iwomettez  d’en  venir  .gouter  d Babiole  au  mois  d’Aodt 
prochain,  je  promets  de  venir  vous  chercher  a Bagatelle  nu  mois  de 
Mai. 
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I have  received  the  moft  obliging  letter  in  the  world  from  the 
duke  of  Nivernois,  in  anfwer  to  that  which  your  pupil  delivered 
him  from  me  ; 1 have  made  no  reply,  and  that  out  of  diferetion ; 
for  1 know  him  fo  well,  that  it  would  have  been  giving  him  the 
trouble  to  write  again ; but  be  fo  gocxl  as  to  hint  this  to  the  duke 
of  Nevers,  and  tell  him  how  much  I think  myfelf  obliged  to  them 
both. 

Continue,  mad;un,  to  honor  me  with  your  commands,  when- 
ever I can  be  of  any  fervice  to  you,  for  1 protell  nothing  can  equal 
the  pleafurc  I find  in  giving  you  proofs  of  my  inviolable  attach- 
ment. 


LETTER  XLIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Loodoa,  March  8,  O.  S.  1750* 

T Have  fpared  you,  madam,  for  fome  time,  but  whether  you  arc 
obliged  to  me,  or  blame  me  for  it,  I am  alike  exempt  from 
rr  erit  or  guilt.  I have  been  troubled  with  the  head-ach,  and  hur- 
red  to  death  with  bulinefs  ; family  bufinefs  I mean,  and  fuch  as 
I greatly  diflike,  and  am  not  very  fit  for.  The  pains  in  my  head 
have  left  me,  and  I fend  you  the  firft  fruits  of  that  head  which  is 
not  quite  fettled  yet ; I doubt  they  will  tafte  of  the  foil.  Sacrifices 
have  at  all  times  been  more  or  lefs  acceptable,  in  proportion  to 
the  circumftances  and  mtention  of  the  perfons  who  offered  them, 
and  not  to  their  intrinfic  value.  Accept  then  my  oflEerings,  . 
madam,  fuch  as  they  are,  as  the  tribute  of  a heart  entirely  devoted 
to  you. 

I am  mighty  glad  to  hear  the  pine-apples  fucceeded  fo  well,  but 
furely  nothing  but  a downright  longing  could  make  the  dauphinefs  , 
■ find  them  good,  and  this  feems  to  be  a fure  proof  of  her  being 
really  with  child.  Should  it  prove  fo,  you  may  polTibly  have 
been  the  faving  of  a duke  of  Burgundy  to  France,  and  I fhall 
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J’ai  re<;u  la  Icttre  dii  mondc  la  plus  obligeante  de  la  part  de  mon- 
fieur  <le  Nivcrnois,  cn  rii»nfe  a tdle  que  votrc  ^Icve  lui  a appor- 
tee  de  la  mieimc ; jc  n’y  ai  pas  rei)Hque,  et  cela  par  difcretion, 
puilque,  fait  commc  il  eft,  c’eut  ete  lui  donner  la  peine  d’ecrire  en- 
core ; mais  ayez  la  Ijont^  d’infinuer  cela  aupr^  de  monfieur  de  Ne- 
vers,  cn  meme  terns  que  vous  voudrcz  bien  I’alTurer  dc  ma  parfaitc 
reconnoiftance. 

Continuez,  madame,  a m’honorer  de  vos  ordres,  quand  je  pourrai 
vous  6tre  bon  i quclque  chofc,  car  je  vous  protefte  que  rien  nc  jjeut 
egaler  1§  plaifir  que  j’ai  a vous  prouver  mon  attachement  inviolable. 


L E T T R E XLIV. 

A LA  M £ ME. 

• A Loruircj,  cc  8 Mars,  V.  S.  175O, 

T E vous  ai  fait  quartier,  madame,  depuis  quelque  terns,  mais, 
foit  que  vous  m’en  teniez  comptc,  ou  Ibit  que  vous  m’en  bid- 
miez,  je  n’y  entre  pour  rien,  egalement  excmj)t  de  mbritc,  ou  de 
crime.  J’ai  ^tb  accable  de  migraines,  ct  excedb  d’iiffaires  ; d’affaires 
de  famillc  s’entend,  et  de  details  qui  demandoient  uli  arrangement, 
auquel  je  ne  fuis  ni  naturellcmcnt  trop  porte,  ni  troj)  propre.  Mes 
migraines  m'ont  quittb,  et  je  vous  envoye  les  premices  d’une  tetc,  qui 
n’ert  pas  encore  bien  retablie  ; ils  auront  apparemment  quelque  goiit 
du  terroir  : les  facrifices  ont  toujours  i-te  rc^us  plus  ou  moins  I'avo- 
rablemcnt,  felon  les  moyens  et  les  intentions  de  ceux  qui  les  faifoient, 
et  point  fur  le  pied  de  leur  valcur  intrlnfeque.  Recevez  done,  ma- 
dame, mes  offrandes,  quelque  mbdiocres  qu’cllcs  foient  cn  ellcs- 
milmes,  comme  celles  d’un  cocur  qui  vous  ell  tout  dbvoub. 

Je  fuis  charaie  d’apprendre  que  les  ananas  ayent  fi  bien  reuffi  ; 
mais  alfurcment  il  ne  leur  falloit  pas  moins  que  I'envie  d’une  femme 
grolfe,  pour  les  faire  trouver  bons,  et  le  gout  que  madame  la  tlau- 
j)hine  y a trouv6,  me  paroit  unc  preuve  inconteftablc  de  fa  grolfcxle : 
dans  cette  fuppolition,  vous  pourrez  peut-6tre  avoir  fauve  a la  France 

un 
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efteem  myfelf  happy  in  having  had  it  in  my  power  to  be  inftru- 
mental  to  the  merit  it  will  give  you. 

I have  fjxjke  to  * concerning  the  jdans  and  manuferipts  his 
\incle  left  behind,  but  he  would  not  hear  of  the  leaft  communication 
of  thofe  paj>ers.  He  is  a young  man  bred  to  arms,  full  of  his 
uncle’s  fu})crior  merit,  and  who  thinks  that,  in  thofe  pajiers,  he 
is  in  foie  pofleilion  of  immenfe  and  matchlcfs  treafiues. 

We  have  had  a fecond  eartluiuake  this  morning,  imartcr  ftill 
than  that  of  tliis  day  month.  All  the  houfes  in  London  have 
been  fhaken,  and  feme  chimnies  thrown  down.  It  happened  at 
half  part  five.  I was  fail  aflcep,  but  the  violence  of  the  fhock 
awakened  me,  and  ftartled  me  fo,  that  1 thought  1 was  going  to 
be  cruflied  that  moment.  Have  you  felt  it  on  your  fide  the  water, 
or  have  we  had  that  phaenomenon  all  to  ourfclves  ? If  you  have  felt 
it,  I hope  it  has  not  frightenc*d  you  in  your  prefent  fituation  ; your 
works  well  deferve  to  Ire  brought  to  ix;rfe<Rion. 

I much  queftion  my  having  the  pleafure  to  pay  my  court  to 
you  this  year  : you  may  be  fure  the  will  is  not  w^anting,  but  I 
forefee  many  hindrances  to  that  journey.  How'ever,  I fhall  en- 
de.avour,  if  poffible,  to  remove  them,  as  there  is  nothing  I more 
ardently  wifh  for,  than  the  pleafure  of  once  more  afluring  you 
in  perfon  of  the  reality  of  my  fentiments,  and  of  the  inviolable 
attachment  w'ith  which  I lliall  always  be,  &c. 


LETTER  XLV. 

TO  THZ  SAME. 

f 

Lon<Iony  April  19,  O.  S.  17^0. 

O W I am  eafy,  madam,  fince  you  arc  out  of  danger.  You 
^ had  been  too  long  difufed  from  a bufinefs,  which  can  only 
be  eafy  from  pradlicc,  and  I own  I was  under  greater  apprehen- 
fions  than  I could  or  would  tell  you.  If  you  intend  to  continue 
6 the 
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un  due  dp  Bourgogne,  et  je  ferai  trap  Ueureux  d’avoir  }ni  ctMitribuer 
au  merite  que  vous  en  aurez. 

J’ai  parl^  4 • ♦ * au  fujet  des  plans  et  des  manuferits  dc  f«i  fim 
oncle,  mais  il  n’a  pas  vpulu  fe  prater  a la  moindre  communication  de 
ces  papiers.  C’eft  un  jeune  homme  eleve  au  metier  des  annes,  en- 
t4t<i  du  m^te  fuperieur  de  Cm  oncle,  et  qui  croit  pofleder  cxclu- 
fivemenf,  dans  ces  paperafles,  des  trefors  immenfes  et  uniques.  , 

Nous  avons  eu  ici  ce  matin  uu  fecond  tremblement  de  terre,  plus 
vif  encore  que  celui  d’aujourd’hui  il  y a un  mois.  Toutes  les  mai- 
fons  de  Londres  en  ont  ct^  ebranJdes,  et  quelques  cheminees  fimt 
tomb^es  ; e’etoit  4 cinq  heures  et  demie  ce  matin.  J’^tois  profondi- 
ment  endormi,  mais  la  force  de  la  fecoufle  m’a  reveilld  en  furfaut, 
et  j’ai  cru  voir  le  moment  oii  je  ferois  6craft.  L’avez-vous  fenti 
chez  vous,  ou  avons-nous  joui  privativement  de  ce  phenom^ne?  En 
tout  cas,  j’efperc  qu’il  ne  vous  aura  p.-is  effhiyte  dans  yotre  litua- 
tion  pr4fente  : vos  ouvrages  meritent  bien  d’6tre  portis  au  dernier 
point  de  perfieilion. 

Je  doute  fort  ft  j’aurai  le  plaifir  de  vous  faire  nu  cour  cette  annee : 
ce  ne  fera  pas  au  moins,  comme  vous  jugez  bien,  la  volonte  qyi 
manquera,  mais  c’eft  que  j’enyifage  bien  des  dnconftances  peu  favora-  ' ' 
bles  4 ce  voyage.  Je  tacherai  pourtaot  de  les  ecacter,  s’il  m’eft 
poflible,  n’y  ayant  rien  que  je  ibuhaite  plus  ardemment  que  le  plai- 
fir de  vous  alTurer  encore  une  foi^  en  ^lexfonne  de  la  v6rit6  de  mes 
fentimens,  et  de  I’attachement  int^ablc  avec  Icquel  je  /erai  tou- 
jours,  See. 


L £ T T R E XI.V. 

A LA  mImE» 

A Londres,  cc  19  Avril,  V.  S.  1750. 

^^TE  vpici  hors  d’inquietude,  madame,  puifque  vous  voila  hors 
.d’aftaires.  Vous  vous  ctiez  trop  long*tems  defacoutumee  d'un 
metier,  cpiidemande  de  I’habitude,  pour  £tre  facile,  et  je  vous  avouc 
que  je  crpignois  pour  vous,  plus  que  je  ne  pouvois,  ou  que  jc  nc 
VoL.  II.  T voulois 
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•the  trade  of  child-bearing,  'praty  don’ti  leave  fuph.  long  lintervah 
between,  bxit  let  us  have  them  in  a quick;  fucceilion,  laad  ifor  the 
future  I dcfire  you  will  be  a little  -more  attentive  to, the  xnalciiline 
gender.  One  would  think  you  are  peopling  only  for  the  Amazons, 
but,  for  the  honor  of  my  fex,  1 inlilt  upon  your  giving  us  a fon 
like  yourfelf.  Your  daughter’s  prayers  have  been  heard  in  fpite 
of  mine  ; but  1 think  flic  is  in  the  rong,  and  hereafter  flie  will 
repKmt  the  fuccefs  of  her  willies,  for  I Ihall  lie  much  miltaken  if 
the  youngefl  lady  is  not  your  little  Benjamin,  whereas  a brother 
would  have  eclipfed  her  only  for  a whUc,  and  liis  interpofition 
between  her ' 'and  yoiv  would  foon  have  been  terminated  by  his 
.removal  to  the- army  or  to  bhfuiefs.i  r';;t  . i ; 

You  upbraid  me  with  my  misfortune,  as  if  it  were  my  own 
fault ; that  is  ungcnennis,  madam,  and  not  like  yourfelf.  I ara 
fuffitiently  mortified  that  I cniinut  have  the  happinefs  of  paying 
my  court  to  you  this  year,  without  the  ackfitiunal  difpleafure  of 
feeing  that  you  fulpedt  my  will.  To  make  myfelf  ibine  amends, 
.1  Ihall  fend  you  an  ambaffador  extraonlinary,  invefted  with  full 
powers,  and  I define  you  wiU  give  credit  to  whatfoever  he  Ihall 
fay  to  you  in  my  name.  It  is  your  pupil,  who  will  be  at  Paris 
about  Michaelmas, ! fettled  in  the  academy  of  La  Gueriniere.  I 
hope  his  late  refidence  at  Rome  will  have  polilhed  him  a little ; 
if  not,  my  reliance  is  on  Paris,  that  is  to  lay  on  you.*  If  he  is 
aukward,  or  unmannerly,  1 beg  you  will  not  fpare  him,  but  fpeak 
to  him  very  ferioufly,  and  now  and  then  try  the  force  of  ridicule, 
which  frequently  has  a greater  effect  upon  young  people  than 
grave  rcmonftrances.  I have  alrcatly  informed  him  that  he  is- 
your  property,  that  I have  transferred  all  my  authority  to  you,, 
and  tliat  the  degree  of  favour  in  wich  he  will  Hand  with  me 
will  wholly  dejx-nd  on  the  accounts  I fliall  receive  from  you.  It 
is  a very  pleafing  and  beneficial  flavery  that  1 have  allotted  him, 
and  if  he  has  the  Iharc  of  fenfe  I am  told  he  has,  he  will  find 
it  fo,  and  will  entertain  for  you  the  fame  fentiments  of  regard, 
efleem,  afledtion  and  relpedt,  with  which  I now  wifh  you  a gotxl 
night.  • ’ 

LETTER 
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voulois  vous  dire.  Si  vous  comptez  de  continuer  la  fabrique  des 
enfans,  n’y  mettcz  plus,  s’d  vous  plait,  un  11.^  long  iiitcrvalle,  mais 
faites  les  tout  de  fuitc,  ct  fur-tout  aycz  k I'avcnir  un  peu  plus 
d’attention  au  genre  mafeulin.  II  femble  que  vous  ne  pcuplcz  que 
pour  les  Amazones;  mais  je  veux  abfolument,  pour  I’honneiu'  de  mon 
lexe,  que  vous  nous  donniez  un  fils  qui  vous  reflemble.  Au  relle, 
mademoifelle  la  premiere,  dont  les  voeux  out  etc  exauces  cn  dipir 
des  miens,  par  I’arrivee  de  made-moifelle  la  fc-<X)nde,  a tort,  et  ellc 
regrettera,  avec  le  terns,  le  fucefe  de  fes  voeux,  car  je  me  tromjw 
fort  fi  mademoifelle  la  fecondc  nc  fera  pas  mademoifelle  Benjamin ; 
au  lieu  qu’uii  frere  ne  I’auroit  tklipfee  que  pour  un  terns,  et  fon, 
interpofition  entre  elle  et  vous  auroit  bicn-tdt  firti  poqr  I’armee  ou> 
les  affaires.  . , i ' ■ 

Votis  me  reprochez  mon  malheur,  comme  s’il  y avoit  de  ma  fautc;- 
ceh  n’eft  pas  g^n^reux,  raadame,  et  je  ne  vpus  y reeonnois  ]x)int,f 
II  m’eft  allez  feniible  de  ne  pouvoir  pas  avoir  le  bonheur  de  vouj, 
faire  ma  cour  cette  annee,  fans  que  vous  y ajoutiez  la  mortification 
d’en  foupqonner  ma  volonte.  Pour  m'en  dedommager  un  peu,  je  vous 
envemd  un  ambafladeur  extraordinaire,  muni  de  mes  plcins  iwuvoirs, 
auquel  je  vous  prie  d’ajoutcr  foi  cn  tout  cc  qu’il'VOus  dira  de  ma 
jjArt.  1 C’eft  votre  elcvc,  qui  fera  i Paris  vens  la  St.  Midicl,  etabli  a 
I’acaderaie  de  la  Giierinicrc.  J'efjiere  que  fon  denuer  fqotu'  a Rome 
I’aura  un  peu  form6,  mais  en  tout  cas  jc  compte  fur  Paris,  e’eft- 
i-dire  fur  vous : s’il  eft  gauche  ou  imixili,  je  vous  fupplie  de  nc 
lui  rien  paffer,  mais  de  lui  en  parler  tres-ferieufement,  ct  de  terns 
en  terns  lui  llcher  des  traits  de  ridicule,  qui  font  fouvent  plus 
d’effet  fur  les  jeunes  gens,  que  les  remontranoes  ftirieufes.  Jc  lui 
ai  deja  fait  favoir  qu'il  vous  app.artient  cn  propre,  que  jc  vous  ai 
tranfportd  tous  mes  droits  fur  lui,  et  que  fon  credit  ct  fa  favour  au- 
pr^s  de  moi  ddpendront  uniquement  des  relations  que  j’en  recevrai 
lie  votre  part.  Cell  un  efdavage  bien  doux,  et  bien  utile  que  je 
lui  deftinc  ; ct  s’il  a le  bon  fens  qu'on  m’alfure  qu’il  a,  il  le  trou- 
vera  tel,  ct  aura  pour  vous  ks  fentimens  de  confideration,  d'eftime, 
d’amitie,  ef  de  rqlpedf,  avec  leJquels  je  vous  donne  aduellement  le 
bon  foir.  ' ’ . if.:. 


J 
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' ■ ’ ■ L fe  T T E R i^LVI. 

TO  THE-  SAME. 

I.oi>don,  Juntas, O.S.  I jjo. 

Have  a tare,  madam;  your  anger  is  fo  flattering,  and  your 
revenge  fo  mild,  that  I lhall  provoke  you  on  purpofe  to  put 
you  in  a paflion ; but  though  you  are  undetcived  as  to  the  motive 
o'f  your  anger,  you  muft  puiiue  your  Te\  enge,  which  you  will 
fboh  htivc  an  opix>rtunity  of  doing ; for  your  pupO  will  pay  his  re- 
l\k;<fls  to  jo\x  in  October  next.  You  -will  now  excufe  my  being 
tedioufly  particular  on  a fubj'eift  that  fo  nearly  concerns  me.  I 
have  fettled  every  thing  with  Mr.  de  la  Gnerinicre,  who  is  to  take 
him  into  his  academy;  his  governor  will  fix  him  there,  and  then 
leave  him  to  return  home.  I thought,  at  liis  age,  and  without  a 
governor,  it  was  fafer  to  jnit  him  to  the  academy,  than  to  leave  him 
in  ready-fumifhed  lodgings;  and,  befides,  at  the  academy,  he  will 
get  acquainted  with  your  French  youths,  and  be  more  out  of  the 
way  of  his  young  countrymen,  for  I am  exceedingly  upon  my 
guard  againfl  thefe.  1 lhall  direct  his  governor  to  abbe  Sallier,  to 
confult  with  him,  before  he  leaves  him,  about  the  mafters  he  wHl 
• w.-int  for  geometry,  aftronomy,  and  philofophy.  1 am  perfuaded 

the  ablxi  will  be  kind  enough  to  diredt  him  to  i>roper  perfons.  As 
he  has  been  accuftomed,  for  above  this  twelvemonth,  to  have  a good 
deal  of  liberty,  which,  by  the  way,  he  has  never  ahufed,  I do  not 
intend  to  fhut  liini  up  in  the  academy ; and  I have  fignified  to  Mr. 
de  la  Gueriniere,  that  when  the  morning  exercifes  are  over,  he  is 
to  allow  him  to  go  where  he  pleafes,  that  is  to  fay,  within  certain 
bounds.  Thns  every  thing  is  fettled  with  refpcdl  to  learning,  and 
to  his  exercifes;  but  there,  is  another  very  important  article,  1 
mean  the  manners,  the  ix)litencfs,  the  behaviour  and  addrefs  of  tlie 
beau  tnotuie,  'I'his,  madam,  is  what  you  can  contribute  to,  if  you 
pleafe,  more  than  any  body  I know,  and  I beg  ypu  will.  Afllime 
an  authority  with  him,  fj>eak  oj)enly  to  him  about  his  behavioiu', 
if  you  find  a neceflity  for  it,  and  don’t  excufe  the  lealt  thing.  If 

he 
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L E T T R E XLVJ. 

A LA  M £ M t. 


A Ixmdrat,  ce  a8  Juin,  V.  S.  1750. 

ORENEZ  gartlc,  madame,  on  vous  ffichera  expr^s,  tant  votre 
^ colere  eft  flatteufe,  et  votre  vengeance  douce ; mais  quoique 
vous  fcn  ez  d^fabuf<6e  du  motif  de  votre  colere,  exccutez  pourtant 
votre  vengeance,  dont  vous  aurez  bient6t  Toccafion,  puifque  votre 
il^'c  volts  fera  fa  cour  au  mois  d’6<51:obre  prochain.  I’ardonnez- 
moi  A prefent  un  detail  ennuyant  fur  im  fujet,  auquel  je  prends 
tin  fi  tendre  intcr^t.  J’ai  done  fait  mes  arrangemens  avec  mon.^ 
fieur  de  la  Gu4riniere  pour  le  recevoir  interne  dans  fon  academic  ; 
fon  gouvemeur  I’y  ^tablira,  et  puis  le  quittera,  pour  s’en  retoumer 
ici.  J’ai  cm  qu’a  fon  Age,  et  fans  gouvemeur,  il  ^toit  plus  fur  de  le 
mettre  dans  I'academie,  quo  de  le  laifler  en  hbtel  garni ; et  d’ail-- 
leurs,  qu’a  I’academie  il  fera  coniioiffance  avec  vos  jeunes  Frangois, 
et  fera  plus  a Tabri  des  jeunes  Anglois,  centre  lefquels  je  fuis  ex-- 
rremement  fur  mes  gardes.  J’addrciTcrai  fon  gouvemeur  a I’abbc 
Sallier,  pour  concerter  avec  lui,  avant  qu’il  le  quitte,  les  maltres- 
qu’il  lui  faudra  pour  la  geomdtric,  I’aflronomie,  et  la  philolbpbie. 
Jc  fuis  perfuadd  quo  I’ubbd  Sallier  voudiu  bien  lui  indiquer  des  fu- 
jets  convenables.  Comme  il  elf  accoutume,  depuis  plus  d’un  an,, 
d’avoir  alicz  de  libertd,  dont  par  jiarenthefe  il  n’a  jamais  abufe,  je  ne 
eomptc  pas  de  I’enfermer  dans  I’academie,  etj’ai  fait  dire  a monfieur 
de  la  Gueriniere  qu’apres  que  les  exercices  du  matin  feront  finis,: 
il  dok  lui  pcimettre  d’allcr  oil  il  voudra,  e’eft-a-dire  dans  des 
ceitaines  Ixirnes.  Voila  done  tout  arrange  jiai-  rapport  au  favoir,  et 
aux  exercices;  mais  il  refte  un  article  bien  intereflant,  je  veux 
dire  les  mccui'S,:  les  manieres,  hi  jxilitcllc,  le  ton  du  beau  mondc ; 
e’eft  a quoi,  fi  vous  le  voulez  bien,  vous  pouvez  plus  contribuer  que 
perfonne,  et  j’ofe  vous  en  fupplier.  Prenez  avec  lui  un  certain  ton 
d’autoritd,  parlcz-lui  ouvcitement,  s’il  ell  ndcelTairc,  fur  la  con- 
duite,  et  ne  lui  paflez  jioiiit  la-  moiudre  chofe.  S’il  elt  gauche, 
i s’d; 
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he  is  aukwarti,  \ingraceful,  or  vmmanncriy,  laugh  at  Itim,  and  ri- 
♦liculc  liim;  in  thole  articles  that  is  often  the  .moft  fuccefsful  rae- 
thcwl  with  young  i^eople.  When  he  is  at  yoifr  houfe,  permit  him 
to  wait  upon  the  company,  treat  him  without  ceremony,  and  do  me 
the  favour  to  tell  me  freely  what  you  think  of  him.  After  the  care 
I have  taken  of  his  education,  independent  of  my  fondnefs  for  him, 
I have  fet  my  heart  upon,  his  making  a -figure  in  the  tvorld,  and 
Ihoidd  take  a pride  in  it.  It  is  not  by  way  of  making  you  a ful- 
Ibme  compliment,  1-iU  it  is  with  great  truth  that  1 proteft,  1 firmly 
helicve  his  fuctefs  in  tlie  world  will  be  more  owiiijj  to  you  than  to 
any  thing  elfe.  I therefore  yeconunend  liim,  mad-am,  to  that 
friendlhip  you  have  always  honored  me  with,  and  of  which  you 
cannot  give  me  a ftronger  proof  tlian  by  your  kindnefs  to  this 
fccond  felf.  , 

' ' r ■ . 


LETTER  XLVll. 

TOTHESAME. 

/ LonJon,  July  25,  O.  S.  175O. 

PERMIT  me,  madam,  to  enter  upon  a little  controverfy  with 
you  about  the  matter  in  hand;  but  not  in  the  xifual  fpirit  of 
controverfy,  where  each  party  fets  out  with  a firm  refolution  not  to 
be  conNinced;  as  for  my  part,  my  mind  is  open  to  conviiSIion,  I 
have  only  fome  doulrts  to  propofc  to  you.  If  your  pupil  boanls  at 
la  Gucriniere’s,  he  will  find  very  indifferent  company,  that  will 
entice  him  to  their  card  parties,  and  to  frequent  taverns  and  women ; 
Very  poffibly  that  may  be  the  cafe;  but  if  he  boards  out  of  the  houfe, 
and  comes  every  morning  to  learn  his  exercifes,  is  he  not  expofed 
to  the  very  fame  dangers?  Will  he  not  meet  with  the  fame  people, 
and  will  not  thofe  ijeople,  for  the  realbns  you  alledge,  form  an  in- 
timacy with  him,  and  frequent  him,  though  he  boards  in  atrother 
houfe?  And  will  not  Mr.  dc  la  Gucrinierc  have  an  eye  over  his 
’condudl,  and  cfirecially  the  connections  he  might  form,  in  his  houfe  ? 

•'  In 
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s’ii  a ^mauvais  air,  s’il  eft  impoli,  mocquez-vous  dc  lui,  ct  tour- 
nez-le  en  ridicule  ; fur  ces  articles-li,  c’eft  Ibuvciu  le  moyen  le  plus 
ffficace  avec  les  jeunes  gens.  Permcttez-lui  d’etre  votre  galopin 
chez  vous ; traitcz-le  fans  faqon,  et  ayez  la  bonte  de  me  dire  tout 
naturellement  ce  que  vous  en  penfez.  Apres  les  foins  que  j’ai 
eu  de  fon  Wucatiou,  independamment  de  ma  tendrefle  pour  hii,  je 
me  fais  \me  affaire,  je  me  pique  raeme  de  fa  reuflite  dans  lc> 
mondc.  Ce  n’eft  pas  pour  vous  faire  un  fade  compliment,  mais 
c’eft  tres-veritablement  que  je  vous  protefte,  que  je  crois  q\ic  fa 
reulfitc  dans  le  monde  dependra  plus  de  vous  que  de  toute  autre 
chofe.  Je  le  recommande  done,  madamc,  a ces  fentimens  d’ami- 
tie  dont  vous  m’avez  toujours  honor6,  et  dont  vous  ne  pouvez  pas 
me  doimer  unc  preuve  plus  fenlible,,  que  par  vos  bontes  d cet  autre 
moi-mfirae. 


L E T T R E XLVII. 

ALA  M » M S» 

A Loodre*,  25  JuiUer,  V.  8.  1 750.- 

T)ERMETTEZ-moi',  madame,  d’entamcr  une  petite  controverfe 
avec  vous  fur  I’aftaire  en  queftion  ; mais  pas  jKiurtant  dans  I’cli 
prit  ordinaire  des  controverfes,  oil  les  deux  parties  debutent  dans  la 
ferme  r^folution  de  ne  pas  le  lailler  perfuader  ; pour  moi  mon  efprit 
eft  ouvert  a la  conviftion,  j’ai  feulemcnt  quelques  doutes  a vous  pro- 
pofer.  Si  votre  eldve  eft  interne  chez  la  Gu^rinidre,  il  y trouvera- 
alTez  mauvaife  compagnie,  qui  I’engageront  d leurs  parties  de  jeu,  de 
cabaret,  et  de  filles : la  chofe  eft:  trds-polTible ; mais  aulli  en  y 
allant,  tons  les  matins,  comme  exteme,  pour  apprendre  fes  exer- 
cices,  n’eft-il  pas  expofe  aux  memes  dangers  ? N’y  trouvera-t-il  pas  ■ 
les  mfimes  jierfonnes  ? ct  ces  niirmes  perfonnes,  par  les  raifons  que 
vous  donnez,  ne  formeront-elles  pas  des  liaifons  avec  lui,  et  ne  le 
friiquentcrbnt-ellcs  pas  quoiciu’d  foit  cn  penlion  ailleurs  i Monfieuc 
dc  la  Gucrinierc  n’aura-t-il  pas  auffi.  un  peu  I’a-il  fur  fa  conduite, 
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111  a boanling-houfc,  I Ihould  think  he  would  be  much  more  ex- 
poled  to  the  inroads  of  his  barbarian  countrymen,  and  if  he  mull 
be  wild,  I Ihould  prefer  French  to  Englilh  debauchery.  Belides,  i 
have  rcafon  to  think  he  cordially  detelts  gaming  and  drinking;  as 
for  the  reft,  he  has  hitherto  jiaid  a due  regard  to  his  health,  and  to 
decency.  It  is  not  to  lie  expeifted  that  at  his  time  of  life  he  either 
will,  or  indeed  can,  always  keep  company  with  perfons  of  a moi-e 
ailvanced  age.  Young  people  will  herd  together,  and  where  will 
he  find  better  than  at  the  academy?  If  he  mull  go  there  every 
morning,  to  go  tlirough  his  excrcifes,  will  they  not  often  be  neg- 
leiftcd?  A cold,  rainy,  dark  morning  is  difeouraging ; the  coach  is 
dilmilied,  a friend  comes  in  to  bi'eakfaft,  and  there  is  an  end  of  the 
morning  exercifes  for  that  day-  I have  now  faitl  all  I intended. 
Every  thing  well  confidered,  am  I in  the  wrong?  If  you  ftill  fay  I 
am,  1 lliall  acquiefee.  I own,  if  he  could  be  put  to  board  in  a 
family,  w’here  the  mafter  and  miftrefs  were  good  genteel  jieople,  the 
hufband  a man  of  fenfe,  fome  learning,  and  a tolerable  atldrefs,  and 
the  wife  one  who  has  Ibmetliing  of  a genteel  behavbur,  this  indeed 
would  be  preferable  to  the  academy;  but  the  queftion  is  to  find 
fuch  a place.  People  of  that  fort  do  not  chufe  to  be  troubled  with 
a young  fellow  of  eighteen.  The  hufband  would  be  afraid  for  his 
wife,  if  file  were  young;  and  if  flic  were  old,  flie  would  be  afraid 
for  her  daughters.  In  Ihort,  I wait  for  your  orders,  and  your  ul- 
timate ojiinion,  before  I take  my  final  refolution. 
t.r, 


LETTER  XLVIIL 
TO  THE  SAME. 

Lonilon,  Aug.  9,  0.$. 

\T^IAT  fhall  I fay  to  you,  madam?  Your  friendfliip,  your  kind- 
* ’ nefs,  your  attentions,  are  unparalleled.  I am  not  accuftomctl 
to  any  fuch  thing,  how  then  can  I anfwer  it  ? Place  yourfelf,  for  a 
moment,  in  my  fituation,  and  be  affured,  that  whatever  your  heart 
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et  furtout  fur  les  liaifons  qu'il  y formeroit  ? Eii  penfion,  je  le  croi- 
rois  beaucoup  plus  expofe  aux  incurfionsdes  barbares  fes  compatrlotes, 
et  debaucbc  pour  debauchc,  je  prefercrois  la  Franqoifea  I’Angloifc ; 
il’ailleurs,  j’ai  tout  lieu  de  croire  qu’il  dctefte  fonddrcmcnt  le  jeu,  ct 
le  vin  ; i»ur  le  refte,  il  a Jufju’ici  eu  des  egards,  et  pour  fa  fint^, 
et  pour  la  bienflance.  Ou  ne  pent  pas  s’attendre  qu’a  lun  kgc,  il 
veuillc,  ou  mcme  qu’il  puiflc,  toujours  vivre  avcc  des  gens  d’un 
ige  plus  avance,  ct  d'uu  certain  carafl^re  ; Ics  jeunes  gens  fc  clier- 
chent,  fe  trouvcnt,  ct  ou  en  trouvera-t-il  de  meillevus  qu’a  I’acadc- 
mie  ? S’il  doit  y aller  toius  les  matins  faire  fes  exercices,  ne  feront- 
ils  pas  fouvent  negliges  ? Un  ntatin  froitl,  pluvieux,  fombre,  eft 
decouragcant ; on  congedie  le  carofle,  un  ami  entrc  dejeuner,  adieu 
les  exercices  de  cettc  matinile.  J’ai  dit  : toute  reflexion  faite,  ai-jc 
tort } Si  vous  me  ditcs  encore  quc  je  I’ai,  j’en  convicndrai.  Il  eft  vroi 
que  fi  Ton  pouvoit  trouvcr  a le  mcttre  en  une  penfion,  oft  le  mal- 
tre  et  la  maitrelfe  de  la  maifon  fuflent  des  gens  d’un  ceitaine  toumure, 
quc  le  mari  eut  dc  I’efprit,  du  favoir,  des  manieres,  et  la  femme 
un  peu  le  ton  de  la  pallablemcnt  tonne  compagnie  ; je  comprends 
bien  qu’il  pourroit  y £tre  mieux  qu'i  I’academie : mais  oil  trom'er  une 
telle  penfion  ? Des  gens  de  cette  forte  n’ont  garde  de  s’embaraffer 
d’un  jeune  etounli  de  1 8 ans  ; le  mari  craindroit  pour  fa  femme,  fi  elle 
6toit  jeune,  et  fi  elle  etoit  vieille,  elle  craindroit  pour  fes  filles. 
Enfin  j’attends  vos  ordres,  et  vos  idees  ult^rieures,  avant  que  dc  pren- 
dre finalement  mon  parti. 


L E T T R E XLVIII. 

A L A M £ M S. 

A LofiJrcs,  9 Aouft.  V.  S, 

OUE  vous  dirai-je,  madame?  Votreamitic,  vos  foins,  vos  atten- 
tions, font  uniques  ; on  n’eft  accoutume  a ricn  <le  pareil,  le 
moyen  done  d’y  repondre!  Mettez-vous  feulement,  jxnir  un  mo- 
ment, dans  ma  iituation  vis-a-vis  de  vous,  et  foyez  jieii'uadM  que 
VoL.  II,  U tout 
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•would  fay  in  the  like  cafe,  and  it  always  fays  right,  is  juft  what  1 
think,  what  I feel,  but  cannot  pretend  to  exprefs. 

In  default  of  a better  plan,  we  therefore  determine  in  favour  of 
the  academy,  for  the  reafons  I told  you,  which  api)ear  to  have  met 
with  the  approbation  of  abb6  Sallier.  Your  pupil,  or  I am  mtich 
miftaken,  rather  wants  to  be  rouzed  by  the  company  of  your  fprightly 
youths,  than  to  be  checked;  and  I dread  his  too  interrfe  application 
to  liis  ftudies,  more  than  his  too  great  cliffipation  in  the  world. 
What  he  cliiefly  wants  is  the  addrefs,  the  air,  the  manners,  that  are 
fo  neceflary  for  a young  man  to  acquire.  He  has  ambition,  makes 
it  a point  to  keep  good  company,  and  has  a rclifli  for  it ; fo  that  I 
dare  anfwer  for  it,  he  will  form  no  connexions  but  with  the  better 
fort  at  the  academy.  The  letter,  which  abbe  Sallier  has  writ  to 
you,  is  quite  in  charaXer,  and  abounds  with  that  good  fenfe  and 
good-nature,  and  with  thofe  fentiments,  which  have  long  fince  pro- 
cured him  the  efteem  and  friendflrip  of  all  worthy  men,  who  are  fo 
happy  as  to  be  acquainted  with  him.  Be  lb  good,  madam,  as  to 
tell  him,  from  me,  all  that  the  warmeft  gratitude  can  fuggeft;  I 
fliall  endeavour  to  do  it  myfelf  very  foon. 

You  will  foon  have  at  Paris,  lady  Hervey,  her  Ion,  her  daughter, 
her  fon-in-law,  and  tutti  qua/iii.  She  inlifted  upon  carrying  you 
fomething  from  me,  fo  Ihe  brings  you  a little  fnuff-lxjx,  but  don't 
imagine  1 mean  it  as  a prefent.  To  make  you  eafy  upon  that  fcore, 
I declare  the  box  coft  me  but  two  guineas,,  and  I fend  it  you  merely 
to  let  you  fee  how  well  we  imitate  the  Drefden  china,  and  for  Icfs 
tlian  a quarter  of  the  price. 

1 believe  you  will  be  forry  to  hear  that  the  duke  of  Richmond  is 
juft  de:»d  of  a fever.  His  age  and  conftitution  promifed  many 
more  years.  Marfhal  Coigny,  whofe  age  did  not  promife  quite  the 
fame,  is  come  off  mtKh  better.  I really  rejoice  at  his  recovery. 
He  even  enjoys  life,  for  Mr.  dc  Matignon  allures  Lord  Bolingbroke 
that  he  is  grown  younger,  and  is  more  chearful  than  ever.  He  is 
really  an  amiable  Anteus*. 


♦ That  fahnioat  African  giant,  who,  though  thrown  dotvn  fcvcral  timea  by  Hcrculet,  alway» 
jpt  up.rtroogtr  tlon  he  wai  bclors. 
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tout  cc  que  votre  coeur  vous  diroit  en  parcil  cas,  et  il  vous  dit  tou- 
joxirs  tout  ce  qu’il  faut,  eft  precilcment  ce  que  je  penfe,  te  que  je 
lens,  mais  ce  que  je  ne  pretends  pas  vous  dire. 

Faute  de  trouver  un  meilleiir  parti,  nous  convenons  done  de  Tac- 
cademie,  ix)ur  les  railbns  que  je  vous  ai  donndes,  et  que  I’abbe  Sal- 
lier  paroit  ajiprouver.  Votre  eleve,  ft  je  ne  m’.y  tromiK,  a plus  be- 
I'oin  d’etre  dderotte,  i>ar  la  eompagnie  de  vos  jeuncs  gailbards,  ([ue 
d’etre  retenu,  et  je  crains  plvltdt  fa  trop  grande  application  aux 
etudes,  que  fa  trop  grande  diHipation  dans  le  monde.  Ce  qui  lui 
manque  Ic  plus,  e’eft  cet  air,  cette  tournure,  ces  manidres,  cc  monde, 
qui  font  ncceflaires  pour  un  jetine  homme ; d’ailleurs,  il  a de  I’am- 
bition,  ct  fc  picque,  et  fe  plait  a f^tre  dans  les  bonnes  compagnies,  de 
faqon  que  j’ofe  repondre  qu’il  ne  formera  des  liaifons  qu'avc*c  les 
meiUcurs  fujets  de  I’academie.  Je  reconnois  bien  I’abbc  Sallier  dans 
la  lettre  qu’il  vous  ecrit;  j’y  trouve  le  bon  lens,  le  bon  coeur,  et  les 
fentimens,  qui  lui  out  acquis  depuis  longtems  I’eftime,  et  I’amitie  de 
tous  les  honnetes  gens,  qui  ont  le  bonheur  de  le  connoitre.  Ayez 
la  bonti,  madamc,  de  lui  dire  de  ma  part,  tout  ce  que  la  plus  vive 
reconnoiflance  devroit  dire;  je  ticherai  de  la  lui ' temoigner  moi- 
meme  bientAt  en  droimre. 

Vous  aurez  bientAt  i Paris,  mylady  Hervey,  fon  fils,  fa  fille,  fon 
gendre  et  tutti  quanti.  Elle  a voulu  abfolument  vous  porter  quel- 
que  chofe  de  ma  part,  et  en  effet  elle  vous  porte  une  petite  tabatiere, 
mais  ne  croyez  pas  que  ce  foit  cn  forme  de  prefent.  Pour  vous  tran- 
quilifer  fur  ce  fujet,  je  vous  declare,  que  la  tabatiere  ne  me  coute 
que  deux  louis,  et  que  je  vous  I’envoye,  firaplenient  pour  vous  mon- 
trer  a quel  point  nous  imitons  bien  la  procelaine  dc  Drefde,  ct  pour 
moins  que  le  qviart  du  prix. 

Vous  ferez  ftchee,  je  crois,  d’apprendre  que  monfieur  le  due  de 
Richmond  vient  de  mourir  d'une  fievTe  continue;  fon  &ge,  et  fa  force, 
lui  promettoient  encore  bien  des  annees.  Le  marcchal  de  Coigny, 
dont  I’&ge  ne  promettoit  pas  tout-a-fait  la  mcme  chofe,  s’eft  bien 
mieux  tire  de  fa  derniere  maladie,  dont  j’ai  en  Verite  unc  joye  fen- 
fible;  il  jou  t meme  de  la  vie,  felon  monfieur  de  Matignon,  qui  a 
afllire  mylord  BoUngbnike,  qu’il  eft  mAmc  rajeuni,  et  plus  gai  que 
jamais ; e’eft  bien  un  aimable  Antce*. 
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LETTER  XLIX. 

TO  THE  SAME- 

London,  Aug.  i6,  O.  S.  1750.- 

"VT  O U arc  fo  well  acquainted,  madam,  with  my  fentimeuts,  and 
with  my  rcadincli  to  do  any  thing  that  can  oblige  you,  that 
you  will  eafily  judge  how  imhappy  1 am,  not  to  have  it  in  my 
I»wcr  to  execute  the  commands  you  lately  honored  me  wkh.  At 
liril  fight,  I conceived  it  to  be  a difficult  nutter,  but  now  1 know  it 
to  be  utterly  impoffible.  1 have  founded  the  jicople  in  power,  and 
though  I have  no  comieiffion  with  the  minhters,  1 mentioned  it  to 
one  of  them,  who  told  me  plainly  that  it  could  not  l>e  done.  You 
know,  faid  he,  the  fpirit  of  rebellion  that  is  rooted  in  thofe  jieople; 
theirs  and  the  Punic  faith  are  the  fame ; they  are  not  to  be  won  by 
lenity,  nor  bound  by  the  oaths  they  take  to  government.  You 
know  too,  that  two  thirds  of  them  that  were  in  the  lall  rebellion, 
were  people  who  had  been  in  the  fonner,  and  who  only  enjoyed 
their  lives  and  fortunes  by  virtue  of  the  late  king’s  intlulgence  and 
pardon.  Many  even  held  employments,  for  which  they  had  taken 
the  oath  of  fidelity,  wliich  did  not  reftrain  them,  fo  foon  as  the 
fignal  of  rebellion  was  given.  The  very  name  of  » » «,  added  he, 
(for  1 was  obliged  to  tell  him  the  name)  implies  rebellion  from 
father  to  fon.  You  knew  that  as  well  as  I,  and  the  fecret  pradlices 
of  thofe  gentlemen,  whilft  you  were  in  the  miniftry;  I leave  you  to 
judge,  therefore,  whether  it  is  confillent  either  with  the  fafety  or 
dignity  of  government,  to  be  duped  by  them  a fccond  time.  1 
was  forced,  madam,  to  acquiefee  in  all  he  faid,  as  he  was  fully  con- 
vinced that  1 knew  it  to  be  flritflly  true.  1 can  tell  you,  moreover, 
that  all  thofe  rebels,  who  have  fled  to  France  and  eHcwhcre,  date 
only  from  the  open  rebellion,  becaufe  they  flatter  themfelves  that 
government  is  ignoraitt  of  their  cabals,  and  fecret  machinations  ever 
lince;  whereas  on  the  ct)ntrary,  they  are  fully  informed  of  them. 
They  fee  two  thirds  of  their  letters,  they  betray  one  another,  and 
J have  frequently  had  the  very  fame  man’s  letters  in  my  hand  at 

once 
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L E T T R E XLIX. 

A t A M £ M K. 

A LonJres,  cc  i6  Aout,  V,  S.  1750. 

/^ONNOISSANT  commc  vous  le  faitcs,  mailamc,  mes  fcntimcns, 
et  mon  ztile  jxnir  tout  ce  qui  vous  touche,  vous  jugerez  bica 
flu  chagrin  que  me  caulc  rimpuiffance  oil  jc  me  trouve  d’executcr 
ks  ordres,  dont  vous  m'avez  honore  cri  dernier  lieu.  J’ai  envifage 
I’afTaire,  au  premier  abord,  comme  dilEcile,  mais  a prefent  je  lais 
qu’elle  eft  imixiirible.  J’.ai  fontlc  le  gue,  et  quoique  jc  ne  fuis 
mdlement  en  liaifon  avec  le^miniftres,  J’en  ai  park  a un,  qui  m’a  dit 
tres-naturelkment  que  cela  ne  pouvoit  fe  faire.  Vous  favez,  me 
dit-il,  Teiprit  de  rebellion  qui  eft  enracine  dans  ces  gens-k  ; leur  foi 
ct  la  I'oi  Punique  e’eft  la  mcme ; la  clcmcnce  ne  ks  gagne  pas,  Ics 
fermens  (puls  font  au  gouvernement  ne  les  tient  point ; vous  n’igno- 
rez  pas  non  plus  que  les  deux  tiers  de  ceux  qui  etoient  dans  la  der- 
niere. rebellion,  etoient  dcs  gens  qui  avoient  etc  dans  I’avant  derniere, 
et  qui  ne  jomflbicnt  de  leurs  vies,  et  de  kurs  biens,  qu’en  vcjtu  de 
rindulgence  et  (hi  pardon  du  feu  roi.  Plulieurs  m^me  avoient  dcs  char- 
ges, pour  lelipielks  ils  avoient  prete  ferment  de  fid61it<i,  qui  ne  les 
retint  {xiurtant  pas,  dcs  que  le  tocfin  de  la  rcliellion  fht  Ibnn^.  Le 
nom  meme  de  » « »,  ajouta-t-il,  car  je  fus  oblig6  de  lui  dire  le  nom, 
implique  rebellion  de  jicrc  en  fils  : vous  favicz  tout  cela  aulli  bien 
que  moi,  et  les  meikes  fecrettes  de  ces  meffieurs,  pendant  que  vous 
ttiez  dans  les  iiiFaircs  ; jugez  done  s’il  convient,  ou  a la  ffiretii,  ou  a la 
'dignik  du  gouvernement,  d’en  ctre  une  feconde  fois  ladupjie?  Je 
me  trouvai,"  madame,  dans  la  nteflitc  de  convenir  de  la  veritc  de 
tout  ce  qu'il  me  difoit,  puifqu’il  n’ignoroit  pas  que  je  favois  que  tout 
, ce  qu’il  me  difoit  etoit  tnis-vrai.  Je  vous  dirai,  de  plus,  que  tous 
ces  rebelks  fugitifs  chez  vous  ct  ailkurs,  prennent  dattc  feukment 
(k  la  riilicllion  publique,  fe  flattant  qne  le  gouvernement  ignore 
kurs  cabides,  ct  kurs  fccretes  mcmies  du  depuis ; au  lieu  que,  tout 
au  contrairc,  il  en  eft  parfaitement  informi;.  II  voit  ks  deux  tiers 
«lc  kurs  lettres ; ils  fe  trahiftent  les  uns  ks  autres,  ct  j’ai  cu  Ibu- 
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once,  feme  to  try  to  make  his  peace  with  government,  and  otliers 
to  tlie  pretender,  to  alFure  him  it  was  but  a feigned  reconciliation, 
the  better  to  promote  his  caufe.  Notwithllanding  all  theie  circum- 
ftances,  I am  forry  I can  be  of  no  fervice  to  a perfon  you  wiih  well  to. 

I have  writ,  and  indeed  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart,  a letter  of 
thanks  to  abbe  Sallier,  whom  I love  and  relpcc't. 


L E T T E R L. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

* London,  Sept,  O.  S.  1750. 

J N fpite  of  my  promifes,  madam,  not  to  fiddle  you  ivith 
my  countrymen,  here  is  one  whom  I take  the  liberty  to  re- 
commend to  you.  Don’t  be  afraid,  don’t  be  prcfently  angr}',  and 
1 dare  fay  you  will  thank  me  hereafter.  It  is  the  earl  of  Hunting- 
don, one  of  the  firll  peers  of  England,  whofe  family  is  celebrated 
in  the  moft  ancient  records.  His  merit  and  talents  are  at  Icaft 
equal  to  his  defeent ; he  is  diflinguiflied  from  all  our  young  nobi- 
lity by  his  profound  erudition  ; in  Ihort,  he  wants  nothing  to  make 
him  perfedf,  but  what  he  will  acquire  with  you,  better  than  any 
where  elfe,  I mean  an  acquaintance  with  the  polite  world.  I 
will  venture  to  add  one  merit  more,  which  I flatter  myfelf  he 
M ill  have  in  your  opinion,  which  is  that  of  being  my  particular 
friend.  He  looks  uixm  me  as  his  father,  and  I confider  him  as 
my  adopted  Ion.  I therefore  earnellly  beg,  madam,  you  will 
protect,  encourage,  and  even  advife  him.  He  has  too  much  dil- 
cemment  not  to  be  fenfible  of  tlte  value  of  your  friendlhip,  and 
too  much  feeling  ever  to  forget  it.  To  fum  up  all  in  one  word, 
he  will  foon  be  wluat  his  fecond  father  is  now,  your  very  faithful 
Icrvajit, 

Chesterfield. 
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vent  cntre  mes  mains,  en  meme  terns,  Ics  lettres  du  meme  homme, 
les  lines  iiour  tacher  de  faire  fa  paix  avec  le  goui  emement,  et 
les  autres  au  jiretendant,  pour  I'aflurcr  que  ce  n’etoit  qu’une  reton- 
ciliatiun  fimulee,  pour  ttre  plus  en  ctat  de  le  fervir.  Malgre  tout 
cela,  je  fiiis  fkhc  de  ne  ixnivoLr  pas  etre  utile  i une  perfonnc, 
a qui  vous  vous  int^^reirez. 

J'ai  ^crit,  et  en  verite  du  fond  de  mon  caur,  une  lettre  de  remer* 
cimens  a I’abbe  Sallier,  que  j’aime,  et  que  je  refpeile. 


LETTRE  L- 

alauImb, 

• A Londrcs,  ce  25  Sept«  V.  S.  r750. 

"p*  N dipit  de  mes  promefles,  madame,  de  ne  vous  point  endofler 
mes  compatriotes,  en  void  un  que  je  prends  la  liberte  de  vous 
recommander.  Au  refte,  ne  craignez  rien,  ne  vous  en  fachez  pas 
d’alxjrd,  et  j’ofe  dire  que  vous  m’en  faurez  gre  apres.  C’eft  mon- 
fieur  le  comte  de  Huntingdom,  un  des  premiers  pairs  d’Angleterre, 
et  ilont  la  famille  elt  cilebre  dans  les  phis  anciennes  dironiques. 
Son  mirite  et  fes  talens  igalent  au  moins  fa  nailTance ; une  eru- 
dition profonde  le  tUftingue  de  toutc  notre  jeune  noblefle  ; enfin, 
il  ne  lui  manque,  pour  la  perfedion,  que  ce  qu’il  trouvera  chez 
vous,  mieux  que  par  tout  ailleurs,  c'eft-a-dire  du  monde.  J ofe  ajou- 
ter  un  autre  mirite  qu’d  aura,  je  me  flatte,  aupris  de  vous,  c’eft  celui 
d’etre  particulidement  de  mes  amis.  11  me  regarde  comme  fon  pere, 
et  je  le  confidcre  comme  mon  fils  adoptif : je  vous  fupplic  done, 
madame,  tres-inftamment  de  vouloir  bicn  le  pmteger,  I’encoura- 
ger,  et  mime  le  confeiller.  II  a trop  de  difeemement  pour  ne  pas 
connoitre  d’abord  tout  le  prix  de  sutre  amitii,  et  trop  de  fentimens 
pour  jamais  I’oublier  ; et  pour  tout  ebre,  il  fera  bientdt  a votre  igard^ 
ce  qu’eft  a prifent  fon  pere  adoptif,  et  votre  tris-fidele  fcri  iieur. 

Chesterfield, 


LETTRE 


I 


13s  LORD  CHESTERFIELD'S  LETTERS 

letter  LL 

TO  THE  S A M E. 

Baili,  Nor.  I,  O.  S.  I7j». 

1Expc»R,  madam,  you  fliould  give  me  cmlit  for  the  filence  I 
ha%'e  kc]X  fb  long,  from  mere  ftrength  of  mind,  in  fpite  of  the 
exjx)lhilations  of  my  heart,  which  often  murmured  at  it,  and  waj 
continually  wanting  to  fay  fometliing  to  you.  This  is  the  calc  : 
towards  the  latter  end  of  autumn,  my  head-aches,  giddinefs,  and  in 
Riort,  all  the  ills  that  can  plague  a head,  conf[)ired  to  demolilh 
mine  ; and  I am  lure  much  lefs  \\  oidd  have  done  it.  In  this  Rate, 
that  head,  which  well  knows  the  refi'>e<fl:  it  owes  to  yours,  and 
which  at  belt  is  very  unfit  to  face  it,  wifely  determined  to  conceal 
itfelf  till  l>etter  times.  Thofe  better  times  are  come  at  lalT:.  I 
have  brought  that  head  to  this  place,  it’s  conftant  refuge,  and 
have  mended  it  tolerably,  by  drinking ; don’t  miftake  me,  1 mean 
water-drinkuig.  Here  then  it  comes,  and  once  more  refi)e6tfully 
bows  to  yours ; that  is  to  fay,  I am  much  better,  and  able  to 
repeat  to  you  the  affurances  of  my  etteem  and  friendfliip,  which 
are  proof  againft  all  the  ills  in  the  cvorld. 

So  you  have  found  means,  as  1 made  no  doubt  but  you  would, 
to  keep  lady  Hervey  at  Paris : you  are  in  the  right,  and  lb  is  fhe. 
Her  letters  are  fo  maity  enconuums  uixin  France  and  the  French, 
to  fuch  a degree  as  even  to  l)e  injimous  to  us.  She  has  the  plea- 
fure  of  feeing  you  often,  that  ;done  would  be  fufficient  to  make 
me  fay  as  much  or  more.  I do  not  wifli  however  to  be  fo  often 
the  topic  of  your  tonverfations ; for,  though  you  may  both  be 
ever  fo  much  pfcjudiccd  in  my  favour,  you  both  know  me  too 
well  not  to  introdiue  many  ^u/s  into  thofe  convcrl'ations,  whereas 
1 had  much  rather  have  each  feparately  fjKak  of  me  to  thofe  who 
do  not  know  me,  and  then  eacli  might  fafely,  and  I flatter  myfelf 
would,  ftretch  a little  beyond  truth  to  my  advantage. 

Your  pupil  is  at  prefent  in  France,  roving  about  Languedoc, 
Provence,  Daupliiny,  &c.  He  will  have  the  honor  of  paying 
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l‘  E T T R E LI. 

A LA  M L AT  E. 

A Bath,  I Nw.  V.  S 1750. 

r E N E Z-moi  compte,  madame,  d'un  filcnce  que  j’ai  garde  longtems 
par  la  force  de  mon  efprit,  cn  depit  dcs  mouvcincns  de  mon 
recur,  qui  cn  murmuroit  fouvent,  et  qui  i tons  momeas  vouloit  vous 
dire  deux  mots.  Void  le  cas  ; vers  la  fin  derautonne,  mesvertiges, 
mes  migraines,  et  enfin  tout  ce  qui  ixnit  delbler  une  tde,  s’unirent 
ix)ur  acrabler  la  mienne  ; il  nc  lui  en  Ldloit  lurement  j>as  tant.  Sur 
res  entiefaites,  cette  tete,  (jui  fait  bien  Ic  refpeef  qu’elle  doit  a la  v6tre, 
et  qui,  meme  <juand  elle  eft  au  mieux,  foutient  fort  mal  ce  vis-i- 
vis,  prit  fagement  Ic  parti  de  fe  caeher,  cn  attenelant  mieux.  Ce 
mieux  ert  a la  fin  venu  ; j’ai  ix)itc  cette  tfite  ici,  fa  rcflburce  onlinairc, 
jc  I'ai  retablie  tellcment  <]uellement  a force  de  1x)ire,  ces  eaux  s’entend. 
La  void  done  qui  revient,  et  qui  fe  prefente  der&hef  tres-refjieducu- 
fement  a la  v6tre,  e’eft-a-dire  que  je  fuis  beaucoup  mieux,  et  en  etat 
de  vous  reiterer  les  aflurances  de-s  fentimens  d’eftime  et  d'amitic,  qui 
font  a I’epreuve  de  tons  les  maux  du  monde. 

Vous  avez  done  trouve  le  moycn,  comme  je  n’en  doutois  point, 
do  garder  madame  d’llervey  tout  I'liivcr  a Paris  ; vous  avez  raifon, 
elle  aufli.  Ses  lettres  font  autant  d'eloges  de  la  France,  et  des 
Franqois,  au  point  meme  de  nous  ^tre  injurieufes.  Elle  a fouvent  le 
plaifir  de  vous  voir,  cela  feul  me  fuffiroit  pour  cn  dire  autant,  ou 
davantage.  Au  retie,  je  ne  fouhaite  pas  eletre  ft  fouvent  le  fujet 
de  VOS  conveifations,  puifquc,  quelquc  prevenues  que  vous  foycz 
toutes  les  deux  cn  ma  favour,  vous  me  ronnoidez  toutes  les  deux 
trop  bien,  jx)ur  qu'il  n’entre  piint  bien  des  mais  dans  ces  conver- 
fations  ; au  lieu  que  j'aimerois  mieux  que  chacune  parlat  de  moi  fc- 
parement  a des  gens  qvii  ne  me  connoiflent  pas,  et  alors  chacune 
pourroit,  et  je  me  flatte  bien  qvi'elle  le  voudroit,  mentir  impune- 
ment  d mon  avantage. 

Votre  eleve  ell  aifluellement  en  France,  rodant  en  Langtiedoc, 
Provence,  Datiphinc,  &c.  11  aura  riionncur  de  vous  faire  fa  cour 
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bis  court  to  you  before  Chriftmas.  He  goes  to  Paris  to  look,  for 
the  graces ; I told  him  where  he  would  find  them  ; if  you  think 
1 mifinformed  him,  be  fo  good,  madam,  as  to  dircdt  him  to  their 
abode ; at  leaft  I dealt  honeftly  with  him. 

I learn  from  Berhn,  that  Voltaire  has  bid  adieu  to  France  for 
ever,  and  fettled  in  the  new  refidence  of  the  mufes,  Under  the 
Auguftus,  and  at  the  fame  time  the  Mxcenas,  of  the  North ; but, 
it  muft  be  confefled,  he  has  flrewn  more  than  poetical  art  in  the 
bargain  he  has  made  with  that  prince ; for  he  has  got  the  cham- 
berlain’s golden  key,  the  order  of  friendftiip,  five  thoufand  crowns 
down,  and  as  much  a year  for  fife,  two  thoufand  of  which  are 
fettled  upon  his  niece  if  llte  furvives  him.  Thefe  terms  favour  more 
of  one  of  the  mountains  of  Peru,  than  of  the  hill  of  Parnaflus.  He 
has  already  a<fied  his  Cicero  there,  by  way  of  an  appeal  from  the 
poetical  tribunal  of  France  to  that  of  Berlin,  and  your  decree  has  been 
jeverfed;  but  you  have  fo  many  wits  at  Paris,  that  you  will  not  mifs 
him.  The  very  ladies  fupply  the  lofs  of  him.  Madame  de  Grafligny’s 
pathetic  play  **  is  excellent  in  it’s  kind,  and  I alTure  you  madame 
du  Boccage’s  + Milton  has  great  merit.  She  has  abridged  it  confidera- 
bly,  but  with  judgment ; and  her  tranflation  of  Pope’s  Temple 
of  fame  is  amazingly  accurate.  Good  night,  madam. 


LETTER  LIE 

TO  THJ  SAME. 

Bjth,  Nov.  s,  O.  S.  i7s«. 

U R laft  letters,  madam,  have  crofled  each  other.  I received 
yours  two  days  after  I had  fent  mine,  fo  that  my  vindication 
was  on  the  road  at  the  fame  time  as  my  accufation.  This,  there- 
fore, lhall  only  contain  ray  thanks  for  taking  notice  of  my  filence, 
which  neither  merited  your  regret  nor  your  reproaches, 

* The  comedy  of  Ccnic,  which  wa«  uncofnmQ;iIy  wcU  received  at  Pans,  and  might  have  been 
tqaally  fo  in  London,  if  it  had  not  been  greatly  altered  for  tixe  worfe  in  the  t/aailaiioA  under  the 
title  of  Eugenia* 

tXIiat  amiable  lady,  wbofe  poetical  talents  are  foAciently  known,  was  then  juA  retomed  a 
trip  (he  had  taken  over  England  awl  Hullaiad,  accoopptaied  by  her  bufbaod,  a gentleman  of  great 
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avant  noel.  11  cherche  les  graces  a Paris ; je  lui  ai  manck  ou  il  les 
tfcmyeroit,  fi  vous  oroyez  quc  je  m'y  fuis  tromp^  ayez  la  bontc,  ma- 
dame,  <k  lui  mdiquer  leur  demeure,  au  moins  j’en  ai  agi  dc  bonne 
foi  avcc  hu. 

J’apjxends  de  Berlin  que  Voltaire  a dit  un  adieu  pcrpdtxicl  a la 
France,  et  s’eft  etabli  dans  le  nouveau  ftijour  des  mufes,  fous  I’Au- 
gufte,  et  en  meme  terns  le  M&ene,  du  Nord ; raais  il  faut  avouer 
aulli,  qu’d  a montr^  plus  que  de  I’art  poetique  dans  le  marche  qu’il  a 
fait  avcc  ce  prince ; car  il  a la  clef  d’or  de  chambellan,  rordre  dc 
I’amitic,  cinq  mille  ^cus  (Tentrcc,  et  autant  de  rente  viagere,  dont  deux 
millc,  cn  cas  de  fa  mort,  font  fubftitu^s  fur  fa  niece.  Ces  condi- 
tions fentent  plus  une  des  montagnes  du  Perou,  que  celle  du  Par- 
nafle.  11  y a deja  joue  fon  Ciccron  par  appel,  comme  d’abus,  <lu 
tribunal  p»oetique  de  la  France  i cclui  de  Berlin,  et  votre  arret  y a 
etc  cafle  ; mais  vous  avez  tant  de  beaux  efprits  a Paris,  que  vous 
ne  vous  reffentirez  pas  de  la  perte  de  cclui-ci.  Les  dames  meme 
vous  en  dedommagent.  La  com^die  pathtitique  de  madame  de  Graf- 
fig^iy  eft  excellente  *,  dans  ce  gofti-li,  et  le  Milton  dc  matlamc  du 
Boccage  a,  je  vous  en  afllire,  beaucoup  de  merite.  File  I’a  beau- 
coup  abregd,  mais  avec  jugement ; et  fa  traduftion  du  Temple  dc 
la  renomniec  de  Pope  eft  d’une  exactitude  etonnautc.  Bon  lbir» 
madame. 


L E T T R E Lll. 

A LA  M 2 M E. 

A Bath,  ce  j Nov.  V.S.  lyjo. 

*^r os  demi^res  lettres  fe  font  croifees,  madame.  J’ai  ret^i  la  yAtre 
^ deux  jours  apres  avoir  envoys  la  mienne  ; de  faqtwt  que  ma 
juftification  trottoit  cn  meme  terns  tpie  mon  accufation.  Oc!le-ci  ne 
fera  done  qu’un  remerciment  de  rattention  que  vous  avez  bien  vouht 
fairc  a mon  filencc,  tjui  ne  mcritoit  pas  vos  regrets,  ou  vos  rcprochcs- 

tnotvIeJcc  and  merit.  Seven  jean  after,  (he  tot'k  another  journey  to  Italy,  and  flayed  fcvcral 
months  in  Rome,  where  fhc  was  received  and  caretVed  by  the  late  p'.pe  Lainbcrrini  and  ins  ivortbj 
friend  cardinal  Haflionci,  as  fhc  had  Ixen  in  Lonthm  hy  the  judges  of  genius  and  wit,  and  in  par- 
ticular by  lonl  Chsftcrficld.  Tlic  intcrcftin|  account  of  her  capohtioii,  which  was  puWiflseJ  by 
Iwtlclf  at  Paris,  was  (incetranOatcJ  intoEoglifli,  and  printed  at  London  in  S/JO. 
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That  bond  of  our  intcrcourfe,  that  child,  in  fliort,  the  objedt 
of  thofc  exi>rcHions,  whidt  might  appear  fufpicious  to  any  who 
lliould  have  the  curiofity  to  open  our  letters,  will  foon  have  the 
honor  of  paying  his  refitcdls  to  you.  He  will  Rand  in  much 
greater  need  of  your  afTiftance,  than  if  thofe  fufpidons  were  well 
grounded  : fuch  a birth  would  have  m:ule  full  half  my  care  necillcfs. 

1 beg,  madam,  you  will  fupply  this  want  by  yours,  and  at  leaft 
make  him  worthy  of  fuch  a birth,  as  would  have  made  him 
more  worthy  of  your  care.  You  are  able  to  do  it,  you  who  are 
capable  of  giving  that  to  friendfltip,  which  others  know  not  how 
to  give  but  to  more  tender  fentiments.  I really  truft  to  you  alone, 
to  make  the  fortune  of  that  bein^  wdiich  I commit  to  you  ; others 
will  be  civil  to  him,  will  fay  handfome  things  of  him,  but  will 
not  much  trouble  their  heads  about  the  reft.  He  would  re- 
main juft  what  he  is  now  ; and  at  his  age,  if  he  docs  not  get 
fonvard,  he  muft  go  backward : but  I am  very  fure  you  trill  ad 
quite  otherwife.  You  will  tell  him  of  his  faults  with  that  authority, 
which  always  accompanies  the  juftnefs  of  your  remarks,  and  the 
manner  of  your  delivering  them.  He  ntuft  needs  be  aukward 
and  Ihy.  Germany  does  not  give  the  graces,  and  Italy  but  little 
more.  They  are  only  to  be  acquired  in  the  good  companies  of 
Paris  ; therefore  you  muft  not  only  iK’rmit  but  command  him  to. 
frequent  your  houfe  in  the  evening,  whenever  it  luits  you  to 
admit  him,  and,  to  get  rid  of  him  yourfelf  fometimes,  thruft  him 
into  otiicr  companies ; this  will  be  putting  a \’ci7  pleafmg,  and  a 
very  .advantageous,  conftraint  upon  him.  He  certainly  has  a great 
fund  of  learning ; whether  he  has  w it  1 know'  not,  but  this  1 
know,  that  if  he  has,  you  will  put  the  fmifliing  hand  to  his  ac- 
complifliments,  by  giving  him  the  carriage  and  the  graces,  that 
arc  an  ornament  to  the  belt  charadters,  and  in  fome  nieafure  atone 
for  the  defeds  of  the  worft.  In  the  common  ran  of  the  world, 
how  many  people  do  we  fee,  who  only  ntake  their  way  under  ■ 
favour  of  their  manner,  whilft  others,  with  great  and  foUd  merit, 
never  can  advance  without  that  fame  addrefs  ! Mere  learning  w'ill 
not  do  it ; it  is  the  je  m fais  quoi  that  fets  it  off ; none  but  lavages 
wear  jewels  in  the  rough. 

a Adieu 
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Ce  lien  cle  notre  commerce,  cct  enfant  enfin,  I’objct  qui  a donne 
lieu  aux  termes,  qui  jwurroient  £tre  ful'i>e<Sts  aux  curieux  qui  ouvri- 
roient  nos  lettres,  aura  bientot  I'honneur  dc  vous  faireia  cour.  II 
aura  bieii  j)lus  belbin  dc  votre  fecours,  qu’il  n’eit  auroit  eu,  s’ileiit 
ete  Tobjet  d’un  foujxjon  bien  fonde  : line  telle  naiflance  aumit  rendu 
line  bonne  moitie  de  mes  foins  inutiles.  Suppleez,  madame,  a tc 
defaut  par  les  vcitres,  et  rendez  le  au  moins  digne  d’une  naifliintc, 
qui  I’auroit  rendu  plus  digne  de  vos  loins.  Vous  le  }xmvez,  vous 
tpii  etes  capable  de  donner  a I’amitie,  ce  que  les  autres  ne  lavent 
donner  cpi'a  des  lentimens  plus  vifs.  Recllement  je  compte  fur  vous 
uniquement,  ixmr  faire  la  fortune  de  cet  itre  que  je  vous  remets ; 
les  autres  lui  feront  des  ixiliteflcs,  m’en  diront  du  bien,  mais  fe  fou- 
ciemnt  tres-iseu  au  fond  du  relte.  11  en  feroit  precifement  ou  il  en 
eft  aiftuellement,  et  a cet  ige,  e'eft  reculer  (pie  de  ne  pas  avance-r : 
mais  Je  fuis  bien  fiir  qut?  vous  en  agirez  d’unc  toute  autre  fa<pn. 
Vous  lui  direz  fes  defauts  avec  cette  autorite,  qui  accompagne  toujours 
la  Jurteffe  de  votre  critique,  et  la  manicre  avec  laqucllc  vous  la  fere/.. 
II  faut  necelTairement  qu’il  foit  gauche,  et  embarafle.  L’Allemagne 
ne  donne  pas  les  grace.s,  et  I’ltalie  no  les  donne  guerts  plu>. 
Ce  n’eft  que  dans  les  bonnes  comjiagnies  a Paris  qu’ou  les  pent  ac- 
cpierir  : jx;rmcttez  lui  done,  non  fculement,  mais  ordonnez  lui  dc 
frequenter  votre  mail'on  les  foirees,  e’eft-i-dire  quand  il  n’y  fera  jias 
de  tnip,  ct  jx>ur  vous  en  foulager  qucl(|uefois,  fourrez  le  dans  d’auties 
compagnies  ; ce  fora  imc  contminte  bien  douce,  ct  bien  avan^ageufe 
pour  lui.  Il  a furement  un  tres-grand  fomV  dc  favoir ; je  nc  fais 
s’il  a de  I’efijrit,  mais  je  fais  bien  que  s'il  c-n  a,  vous  mettrez  le  cout- 
ble  a Ion.  cara<flere  en  lui  donnant  le.s  maniercs,  ct  les  graces,  q;,i 
ornent  les  meilleurs  caraflercs,  et  qui  expient  en  quelcpie  fa>;on  lc> 
fautes  des  jdus  mauvais.  Dans  le  train  ordinaire  du  inonde,  coni- 
bicn  dc  gens  ne  voyons-nous  pas,  <]ui  ne  fe  faiwent  (ju’en  favour 
de  Icurs  manieres,  et  d’aiures  qui,  avec  un  iVKiite  tres-folide,  ne  le 
font  pas  jour,  faute  dc  ccs  manieres.  On  a beau  favoir,  e’eft  le  je  ne 
fais  quoi,  qui  le  fait  valoir;  il  ii’y  a epic  les  fauvages  <pii  portent 
les  pierres  prccicufcs  brutes. 


Adieu, 
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Ailieu,  madam;  I fliall  leave  this  place  in  three  days,  and  the 
next  news  you  have  from  your  humble  fen'ant  will  be  from 
London. 


I,  E T T E R Lllh 


TOTHESAMK. 

London,  Dec*  O.  S.  1750. 

T_T'0  W flattering  would  your  accufations  of  wit,  clevemefs,  and 
pcrfpicuity  be,  madam,  il'  they  were  but  well  grounded  ! 
If  that  were  the  tafe,  I fliould  gladly  plead  guilty,  and  Ihould 
unake  no  defence,  for  fear  of  being  acquitted ; but  what  alarms  me  is, 
your  menaces  in  tonfequence  of  my  fupjwfed  crimes.  You  wdll  alter 

the  ftyle  of  your  letters do  not  for  God’s  fake,  it  w'ould  be  too 

.great  a lofs  to  us  both.  Don’t  go  and  take  up  the  fafliionable  wit, 
hut  be  content  with  your  own,  w'hich  I can  afllire  you  will  never 
go  out  of  fafliion.  Carats  arc  now  the  tafte,  becaule  they  come 
cliea|i,  and  are  fet  in  a thoufand  whimfical  forms  ; but  they  never 
-could  bamfli  the  fafliion  of  good  large  diamonds,  which  their  own 
jntrinfic  value  lias  fupported  hitherto,  and  will  always  fupport. 

{ lowcver,  if  you  are  determined  to  exchange  your  ow'n  for  modem 
wit,  I beg  it  as  a favour  that  you  will  give  your  old  to  your 
pupil.  If  he  has  any  himfelf,  he  will  be  well  fatis fled  with  yours; 
and  if  he  has  none,  let  others  take  the  trouble  of  infufing- 
theirs;  you  would  lofe  your  labour,  and  he  would  not  think  him- 
ielf  obliged  to  you. 

You  fay  very  right,  that  we  muft  be  what  we  are ; and  this  is 
fo  true,  that  do  what  we  will,  we  fliall  always  remain  fo  in  the 
main  ; the  materials  will  Hill  be  the  f;ime.  The  workmanfliip 
may  lie  varied,  we  may  fliape  it  into  new  forms,  but  when  we 
have  done  all,  if  it  is  lead,  it  will  ftill  be  lead ; and  if  we  attempt  to 
give  it  the  brilliancy  of  gold,  we  make  it  apjiear  ridiculous ; that 
ponderous  matter  will  not  admit  of  it.  As  for  external  manners, 
Sociability  and  politenefs,  1 believe  they  may  be  acquired  by  ufe, 

if 
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Adieu,  madame,  je  pars  dHci  en  tfois  Jours ; et  cc  fcra  de  Lon- 
dres  que  vous  aurcz  Ics  premieres  nouvelles  de  votre  tnis-kumble 
ferviteur. 


> 

L E T T R E UII. 

A t A Ml  M £, 

A Londrc^  cc  7 Dec.  V.  S.  1750. 

QU  E VOS  aecufations  d’efprit,  d’habilete,  et  de  nettete  feroient 
flatteufes,  madame,  fi  elles  (^toicnt  fondecs ! En  ce  cas-li, , 
je  pafferois  volontiers  condannation,  et  je  nc  m’cn  defendrois  point, 
de  peur  d’etre  abfous  ; mais  cc  font  les  menaces  que  vous  me  faitcs, , 
en  confequencc  de  mes  crimes  fupjwfes,  qui  m’allarmcnt.  Vous 

voulez  changer  le  ftyle  et  le  ton  de  vos  Icttres au  nora 

de  Dieu  n’y  changez  rien,  nous  y perdrioas  trop  tous  Ics  deux. 
N’allcz  pas  prendre  I’efprit  a la  mode,  mais  contentez  vous  dc  celui  - 
que  vous  avez,  et  dont  je  vous  aifure  que  la  mode  ne  paflera  jamais- - 
Les  carats  font,  il  ell  vrai,  i la  mode,  e’eft  qu’ils  ne  content  pas.- 
beaucoup,  et  on  les  met  en  millc  figtires  fantaftiques,  mais  ils 
n’ont  pu  bannir  la  mode  des  bans  gros  diaman.s,  que  Icur  valour 
intrinlSque  a foutenus  jufqu’ici,  et  foutiendra  toujours:  mais  en 
tout  cas,  li  vous  voulez  changer  votre  efprit,  pour  prendre  celui 
de  la  nouvelle  fabrique,  je  vous  demande  cn  grace  de  vouloir  bicn 
donner  votre  vieux  4 votre  S’il  en  a lui-meme,  il  fc  conten- 

tera  hien  du  v6tre,  et  s’il  n’en  a pas,  lailicz  aux  autres  le  foin  de 
lui  en  donner  du  leur ; vous  y perdsiez  vos  pemes,  et  il  ne  s ous  en 
tiendroit  pas  compte. 

Vous  avez  bien  raifon  de  dire  qu"*!  faut  fctre  ce  qu’on  eft  ; cela  eft 
fi  vrai  que,  quelque  chofe  que  Ton  fafle,  on  le  fera  toujours  au  fond,  . 
la  raati^re  reftera  toujours  la  ra^me.  On  en  peut  varier  la  faqon, 
et  y donner  quelques  nouveaux  contours ; mais,  on  a beau  faire, 
fi  e’eft  du  plomb,  ce  ne  fera  que  du  plomb ; vouloir  lui  donner  le 
brillant  de  I’or,  c’ell  lui  donner  un  ridicule,  cette  loiuxle  matierc  • 
n’en  eft  pas  fulceptible.  Pour  les  manii;res  ext^ricures,  le  liant, 
la  politeffe,  je  crois  qu’oix  les  peut  acquerir  par  I’ui'age;  ixiurv  u. 
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if  there  be  but  a certain  fund  of  common  fenfe;  fincc  we  fo  fre- 
quently fee  them  conceal,  nay  fometimes  adorn,  little  minds  and 
great  jlefcdls : at  Icaft  you  will  carry  your  jjupil  to  the  belt 

fchools  for  learning  them.  Introtluced  by  you,  he  mull  be  a moll 
incorrigible  tlunce  if  he  does  not  learn  them.  1 reckon,  in  a fort- 
night, he  will  have  the  honor  of  paying  his  court  to  you,  as  he  is 
actually  upon  the  road  from  Provence  to  Paris, 

1 have  been  trying  for  thefc  two  years  to  get  fome  of  thofe  large 
Irilh  dogs,  but  the  breed  is  grown  extremely  fcarce,  by  tltc  ex- 
liuiRion  of  their  enemies  the  wolves.  I had  two  fent  me  half  a year 
ago,  which  I intended  for  the  prince  of  Conti,  but  I difeot  ered 
there  w.as  a mixture  of  the  Daniih  Itrccd,  which  made  them  chim- 
fy,  fo  1 fent  them  b;ick  ag;iin.  I exiieft  fome  f(K)u  of  the  right 
Ibrt,  and  fliall  do  myl'clf  the  honor  to  fcml  them  over  immediately 
to  his  highnefs.  In  the  mean  time  I beg  you  will  fend  orders  to 
l»)mclxxly  at  Calais  to  receive  them,  and  let  me  know  who  I am 
to  dircdl  them  to.  I Utah  always  be  glad  to  be  of  any  fervice  to  a 
in  incc  of  his  merit. 


LETTER  LIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

\ T lall,  madam,  here  is  your  future  inipil,  whom  1 have  the 
honor  to  prefent  to  you.  I do  not  very'  well  know  what  fort 
of  a prefent  I m.ake  you.  I only  know  that,  whatever  he  may  be 
now,  you  have  it  in  your  power  to  make  him  what  he  ought  to 
J)e  for  the  future.  Some  examples  there  are,  which  are  mijrc 
inftrudbve  than  all  the  precepts  in  the  world.  As  you  are  deter- 
mined to  have  no  boys  of  your  own,  1 intreat  you  to  adopt  mine, 
at  leaftfor  a while.  Ado{>tion  is  of  far  greater  confeciuence  than 
the  bringing  of  cliildren  into  the  worUl,  which  is  faid  to  be  all  a 
chance.  1 have  no  ambitious  views  for  your  pupil ; I <lo  not  wifh 
him  to  conquer  provinces,  but  only  to  win  hearts,  to  be  polite  aud 

amiable 
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y alt  tin  certain  fond  de  fens  commun,  puisqu'on  les  voit  fi 
fouvent  coimir,  et  meme  qnelquefois  orner  de  ixitits  cfprits,  ct 
de  grands  defauts : an  moins  vous  mcncrez  votrc  elcvc  aux  IxMincs 
ecoles  pour  les  apprendre.  Introduit  par  vous,  il  faut  tju'il  foit 
unc  bete  des  plus  indocilcs,  s’il  ne  les  apprend  pas.  Jc  comjstc 
qu’en  quinze  jours  d’ici  il  atu"a  I’honncur  de  vous  faire  fa  cour, 
ik;uit  ailucllcmcnt  fur  la  route  de  Provence  a Paris. 

Ilya  deux  ans  que  je  tfiche  d’avoir  de  ces  gros  chiens  d’lrlandc, 
dont  la  race  y eft  devenue  extremement  rare,  par  I’extinclioii  de 
leurs  ennemis  les  loui)s.  On  m’en  cns'oya  deux  il  y a»fix  mois, 
que  je  deftinois  pour  monfieur  le  prince  du  Conti,  mais  je  decouvris 
qu’il  y avoit  un  melange  de  Danois,  qui  les  avoit  tpaiftis,  de^  forte 
quo  jc  les  renvoyai.  J’en  attends  bientdt  dcs  v^ritables,  que  j’aurai 
riionneur  d’envoycr  d’abord  a fon  altcflb  ; cn  attendant,  jc  vous 
prie  d’envoyer  vos  ordres  a queltpi’un  a Calais  {wur  les  recevoir,  ct 
faites  moi  favoir  d qui  je  les  y dois  addrefler.  Je  ferai  toujours 
charme  de  pouvoir  etre  bon  a quelque  chofe  a un  priace  dc  cc 
merite. 


L E T T R E LIV. 

A LA  MEME. 

7”  0 1 C I a la  fin,  madame,  votre  futur  eleve,  que  j’ai  I’honneur 
’ de  vous  prefenter : j’ignorc  pourtant  afiez  quel  prefent  je 
vous  fais,  je  fais  feulenicnt  que,  quelqu’il  puiffe  6tre  adluellement, 
il  nc  tiendra  qu’a  vous  de  le  rendre  bien  prefentable  a I’avenir.  Il 
V a de  cei  tains  cxcmples  qui  font  plus  inftruilifs  que  tons  les  pre- 
ceptes  du  monde.  Comme  vous  avcz  pris  la  refolution  de  ne  pas 
faire  dc-s  gar^ons  vous  meme,  adoptez  pour  quelque  terns  au  moins, 
je  vous  cn  fupplie,  celui-ci ; I’adoption  eft  cent  fois  plus  importante 
que  la  fa^on,  qui  n’eft  a cc  qu’on  dit  que  fortuite.  Je  n’ai  pas  des 
vues  ambitieufes  pttur  votrc  eleve ; jc  ne  demande  pas  qu’il  gagne 
des  provinces,  je  fouliaite  feulement  qu’il  gagne  des  coeurs,  qu’il 
VoL.  II.  Y . foit 
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amiable,  to  have  the  fentiments  and  deportment  of  a man  of 
fafliion,  that  is,  that  you  may  adopt  him,  and  that  1 may  call  him 
the  little  Stanhope.  Very  ferioufly,  madam,  no  indulgence,  I 
befeech  you,  no  compliments  on  your  part ; but  afllime  that  au- 
thority with  him,  which  is  the  leaft  of  your  claims,  in  virtue  of  the 
fiiendfliip  you  arc  pleaftnl  to  honor  me  with.  Let  him  be  abfo- 
lutely  under  your  government ; it  will  be  both  a profitable  and 
a delightful  llavcry. 


LETTER  LV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Jin,  7,  O.  S.  1751. 

T Am  heartily  glarl,  madam,  you  arc  fo  w'ell  pleafed  with  our 
-*•  child,  as  you  condcfcend  to  call  him ; for  my  part  I am  very 
well  fatisfied,  as  long  :is  you  tell  me  the  materials  are  good  : Paris, 
under  your  aufpices  and  your  direction,  will  do  the  reft.  I will 
not  tell  you  vvlwt  he  fays  of  you;  your  panegyric  is  not  quite  fo 
well  drawn  up  as  Pliny’s,  but  it  feems  to  flow  more  from  the 
heart.  He  has  a deep  fenfe  of  yoru  favours,  and  I fee  he  knows 
the  value  of  them,  for  he  earneftly  recommends  it  to  me,  to  beg 
that  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  tell  him  freely  of  his  fmaUeft  failings. 
You  afk  me  whether  I intend  to  tmft  him  to  his  own  diferetion 
at  Paris  ; I anfw'cr  I do,  for  his  governor,  who  is  a man  I can  rely 
upon,  affures  me  there  is  not  the  leaft  danger,  as  he  feems  to  have 
no  vicious  inclinations.  Where  that  is  the  cafe,  1 think  it  is  beft 
for  a young  man  to  be  early  accuftomed  to  fhift  for  himfelf,  and 
not  to  reft  uiwn  another.  Befidcs,  I have  never  found  that  a gover- 
nor facilitated  his  pupil’s  admiffion  into  good  company,  but  have 
often  obfcrs'cd  that  he  w'iis  a hindrance  to  it.  A young  man  is 
tolerated  in  many  a company,  where  he  wnuld  not  be  fuffered  to 
appear,  if  he  was  always  attended  by  a grave  and  morole  governor. 
Befidcs,  I have  fo  matiy  fpies  over  him  at  Paris,  that  I canuot  pof- 
■5  • fibly 
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foil  poli,  aimable  et  qu'il  ait  les  fcntimens,  et  les  manici-es  d'uii 
honnfete  hommei  c’eft-d-dire,  que  vous  I’adoptiez,  et  que  jc  puiire 
I’appeller  le  petit  Stanhope.  Tris  ferieufement,  maclanic,  ix)int  dc 
menagemens,  point  dc  politefles  de  votre  part,  mais  pvenez  avec 
lui  ce  ton  d’autorite,  auquel  I’amitie  dont  vous  m’honorez  ell  Ic 
moindre  de  vos  droits  : gouvernez  le  defix)tiquenicnt,  un  tel  efda- 
vage  hii  fera  aulli  utile  qu’agr^able. 


L E T T R E LV. 

A LA  M i M E. 

A Londrc#,  7 Janvier,  V,  S.  1751. 

T E fuis  charme,  niadamc,  que  vous  foyez  fi  contente  de  notre  en- 
^ fant,  comme  vous  voulez  bien  rapjx;ller;  pour  moi  jc  luis  content, 
des  que  vous  croyez  qu'il  eft  du  bois  dont  on  en  fait.  Paris,  fous  vos 
aufpices,  et  vos  ordres,  fera  le  reftc.  Je  ne  vous  dirai  pas  ce  qu'il  m’a 
ecrit  fur  votre  fujet ; votre  panegirique  n’y  eft  pas  tout-a-fait  fi  bien 
toume  que  cclui  de  Pline,  mais  il  me  paroit  partir  plus  du  coeur. 
11  eft  p^-ndre  dc  vos  bontes,  et  Je  vois  qu’il  en  connoit  tout  Ic  prix, 
car  il  me  recommaiide  inllamment  de  vous  fupplicr  de  vouloir 
bien  lui  dire  naturcllement  jufqu’a  fes  moindres  dtfauts.  Vous 
me  demandez,  fi  je  comptc  dc  le  laifler  a Paris  fur  fa  bonne  foi ; 
jc  vous  reponds  qu’oui,  et  jc  vous  en  donnerai  mes  raifons.  Son 
gouverneur,  auquel  jc  puis  me  fier,  m’afllire  qu’il  n’y  a pas  le  moin- 
dre rifquc.  Ccla  etant,  nous  voila  cn  quchpie  faqon  a I’abri  dcs 
grands  ecucils  dc  la  jeuueflc ; et  jxjur  le  relic,  je  crois  qu’il  eft  bon 
tju’un  jeimehomme  s'acxoutumc  dc  Ixinnc  heurc  i fe  tircr  d'affaire, 
et  a ne  pas  s’appuyer  fur  un  autre  : d'ailleurs,  je  n’ai  jamais  vil  qvi’un 
gouverneur  facilitat  a fon  eleve  I’entrec  dans  les  bonnes  t ompagnies  ; 
mais,  au  contrairc,  j’ai  fouvent  vfi  qu’ils  la  leur  fermoient.  En 
effet,  on  tolere  bien  un  jeune  homme  dans  dcs  compagnics,  oil  on 
nc  le  fouffriroit  pas  s’il  etoit  toujours  aaompagne  d'un  gouverneur 
ferieux,  et  rebarbaratif.  De  plus,  j'ai  taut  ile  funeillans  fur  lui 

V 2 a Paris 
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fibly  be  ignorant  of  his  conduit  for  a fortnight  together,  and  he 
knows  very  well  that  the  moment  I hear  of  his  going  aftray,  I 
fliall  fend  for  him  home. 


LETTER  LVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

LonJon,  Jan.  24, 0.  S.  1 75?* 

"VT^OUR  not  repenting  your  adoption,  madam,  is  a very  flattering 
teftimony  to  your  adopted  fon;  for  liis  jiart,  I fee  he  knows 
the  value  of  it;  he  is  fo  proud  of  it,  that  I fufjKiil  him  of  being 
ready  to  throw  up  my  name  and  take  yours,  according  to  the  an- 
tient  rules  of  adoption.  As  to  me,  I confent;  it  behoves  you  to  be 
upon  your  guard.  1 think  he  is  in  the  right  not  to  acknowledge 
you  as  his  governefs,  as  that  appellation  carries  along  with  it  a 
notion  of  age  and  morofenefs,  whereas  the  powers  which  fuch  a 
temper  as  yours  gives  to  a mother,  who  is  fo  by  adoption,  are  far 
more  extenfive,  and  more  refpe<fled,  than  even  thofc  of  nature. 
They  are  obeyed  with  delight,  and  confequently  with  profit.  I 
have  writ  to  him  to  day,  upon  what  you  whifjKred  in  my  ear  yefter- 
day,  but  in  fuch  a manner,  that  he  cannot  have  the  leaft  fufpidon 
of  its  coming  from  you*.  I recommended  to  him,  amongft  other 
things,  univerfal  politenefs,  and  an  attention  to  every  Ixxly,  without 
giving  the  Icafl  hint  as  if  I knew  that  he  was  wanting  in  either. 
I enlarge  uiwn  it,  and  advife  him  to  confult  you.  Be  fo  good  then, 
maihm,  as  to  inculcate  that  general  politenefs,  w hich  every  well-bred 
man  ought  to  have;  for  I am  fure  what  you  fay  to  him  will  make 
more  impreflion  than  all  I could  fay,  and  fo  it  ought.  It  is  true, 
the  manners  of  the  world  are  not  to  he  acquired  in  a day,  finne  time 
murt  be  allowed,  but  at  leaft  it  is  much  fooner  acquiretl  when  under 
fuch  directions  as  you  are  able  to  give.  The  jxtlitc  circles^  to  wdiich  you 
have  introduced  him,  cannot  fail  of  giving  him  the  addrels  and  the 

* That  letter  u wanting  in  tlitcollcftion  pubWfhctl  by  Mrs,  Stanliojic. 
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a Paris,  qu’il  eft  impoflible  que  j’ignorc  fa  condmte  quinze  jours 
de  fuite,  et  il  fait  fort  bien  qu’au  premier  faux  pas,  Je  le  ferai 
reveuir. 


L E T T R E LVI. 

A LA  M i M I. 

A Londr«s,  cc  24  Janv,  V,  S. 

/^EST  un  t^moignage  bien  flatteur  pour  votre  fils  adoptif,  que 
vous  ne  vous  repentiez  pas,  madame,  de  fon  atloption ; pwur 
lui,  je  vois  qu’il  en  connoit  tout  le  prix  ; il  s’en  fait  tant  d’honneur, 
que  je  le  foiq^qoune  de  vouloir  renoncer  i mon  nom,  pour  prendre  le 
v6tre,  felon  les  andenncs  regies  do  I’adoption.  Pour  moi  j’y  confens, 
c’eft  a vous  a ctre  fur  vos  gardes  li  defliis.  Je  trouve  qu'il  a raifon 
de  ne  vous  pas  reconnoitre  en  titre  de  gouvernante,  les  id6es  d’ige  et 
de  mauvaife  humeur  ctant  infeparablcment  attachces  a ce  caradcre  ; 
au  lieu  que  les  pouvoirs  qvie  donne  i une  mde  d’adoption,  un  ef- 
prit  et  un  caradde  comme  le  vbtrc,  font  bien  plus  ctendus,  et  plus 
refped^s  mfime,  que  ceux  de  la  nature.  On  y obeit  avec  plaifir, 
et  par  confdjuent  avec  fruit.  Je  lui  ai  ecrit  aujourd’hui  fur  le  mot 
4 1’orcille  que  vous  m'avez  dit  bier  % mais  d'une  faqon  qu’il  eft  impofli- 
ble qu’il  vous  en  foup^onne  le  moins  du  monde  Je  lui  confeille, 
entre  autres  chofcs,  tine  politefle  et  des  attentions  univerfclles  jwur 
tout  le  monde,  fans  faire  le  moindre  femblant  de  favoir  qu’il  en 
manque.  Je  m’etends  U defliis,  ct  je  lui  rccommande  de  vous  con- 
fultcr.  Ayez  done  la  bonte,  maxlamc,  de  lui  inculquer  cette  jxili- 
tefle  generale,  que  doit  avoir  tout  honn^te  homme  car  je  fuis  fur 
que  cc  que  vous  lui  direz  fera  plus  d’impreflion  fur  fon  efprit,  que 
tout  ce  que  jc  ixnirrois  lui  dire,  et  il  a raifon.  L’ufage  du  monde 
ne  s’acquiert  pas  dans  un  jour,  il  eft  vrai,  il  y faut  mcme  du  terns,, 
mais  au  moins  il  s’acquiert  bien  plvitdt  quand  il  eft  accomjiagne  de 
confeils  tels  (jue  les  vdtres.  Les  bonnes  maifons,  ou  vous  I’avez  place, 
lui  donneront  neceflairement  les  ufages,  ct  les  manieres  du  beau 
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manners  of  the  beau  monde.  With  regard  to  learning,  the  tefti- 
mony  pf  our  abbe  Sallier,  which  you  fent  me,  does  him  great  honor; 
1 join  my  w illies  to  his,  or  rather,  it  would  be  the  fummit  of  mine, 
to  lee  him  think  as  you  do.  I beg,  madam,  you  will  tell  our  abbe, 
from  me,  all  1 ought  to  fay  myfelf,  uiwn  liis  attentions,  civilities,  and 
friendfliip;  it  will  give  him  more  pleafure,  and  do  me  more  honor, 
than  if  I v^  ere  to  put  him  to  the  charge  of  poftage,  and  not  do  it 
half  lb  well. 


LETTER  LVII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


^ London,  Feb.  7,  O.  S.  1751. 

Co  you  will  have  it  your  pupil  has  talents;  I do  not  pretend  to 
^ difpute  it,  for  I really  believe  he  has;  but  if  they  are  not  fet  off 
-by  good  breeding,  politenefs,  attentions,  and  all  thofe  little  external 
• gr;iccs  which  arc  fo  plcafing,  and  fo  nccelfary,  they  become  in  a 
manner  ufelefs,  and  no  great  advantage  will  accrue  to  the  owner. 

. A man  of  merit  and  learning  will  meet  with  refpedt  and  eftcem, 
but  that  is  not  enough ; the  bufinefs  is  to  pleafe,  and  there  is  no 
■ pleallng  without  l)cing  agreeable  and  graceful.  This  is  what  I re- 
peat to  him  in  all  my  letters:  he  feems  to  be  thoroughly  convinced 
of  it,  he  has  the  beft  of  models  daily  before  Ihs  eyes,  for  I believe 
he  hardly  jjalfes  a day  without  feeing  you ; and  if,  after  all  this,  he 
is  not  an  accompliflied  young  man,  he  mtift  be  ftrangely  out  of  luck. 
•I’ray,  madam,  tell  me  freely,  do  you  find  him  improved  fince  he  is 
at  Paris?  Does  he  grow  a little  more  of  the  gentleman?  Has  Marcel 
given  him  a better  carriage?  And  does  he  begin  to  take  a tindlure 
of  the  good  companies  that  have  done  him  the  favovtr  to  .admit  him, 
and  to  bear  with  him?  If  he  has  gained  ground,  he  will  advance 
more  and  more;  but  if  he  be  ftill  juft  as  he  was  when  he  firft  aunc 
to  P.aris,  I lhall  defpair,  notwithftanding  all  the  pains  you  take.  He 
places  fo  much  confidence  in  you,  that  what  you  fay  will  have  a 
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monde.  Du  c6te  du  favoir,  le  t^moignage  que  vous  m’avez  envoys 
de  notrc  abbe  Sallier  lui  eft  bien  glorieux ; je  joins  mes  vceux  aux 
fiens,  ou  ix)ur  mieux  dire,  ce  feroit  le  comble  des  miens,  de  le 
voir  penfer  comme  vous.'  Je  vous  fupplic,  madame,  de  dire  a 
notre  abbe  de  ma  part,  tout  ce  que  Je  devrois  lui  dire  moi-m6me, 
fur  fes  attentions,  fa  politefle,  fon  amiti^  : il  en  aura  plus  de  plaifir, 
et  j’en  aurai  phis  d’honneur,  que  fi  je  lui  faifois  payer  le  jxirt  d’une 
lettre  pour  le  lui  dire  beaucoup  moins  bien. 


L E T T R E LVII. 

A L A Ml  M E. 

A LoncIr«,  cc  7 F^*.  V.  S.  1751. 

TT OUS  voulez  abfolument  que votrc  6l^ve  alt  du  fond  ; je  le  veux 
’ bien,  ct  je  le  crois  nieme ; mais  fi  ce  fond  n’eft  pas  ome  par 
les  manias,  la  politefle,  les  attentions,  et  toutes  ces  petites  graces 
extdrieures,  qui  font  fi  aimables,  et  fi  necellaires,  il  devient  aflez  inu- 
tile,. et  ne  rendra  gueres  au  proprletairc. 

On  fe  fiut  refpedter  et  eftimer  par  un  fond  de  mcrite,  et  d’d-rudi— 
tion ; mais  cela  ne  fuffit  pas,  U faut  plaire,  et  on  ne  plait  que  par 
les  agremens  et  les  graces.  C’eft  le  langage  que  je  lui  tiens  dans 
toutes  mes  lettres ; Il  me  parent  en  fentir  tout  le  vrai,  il  a tous  les 
jours  devant  les  yeux  le  meilleur  modelc,  car  je  crois  qu’il  ne  man- 
que gueres  un  jour  «Ie  vous  voir,  et  fi  i la  fin,  avec  tout  cela,  il  ne  fc 
forme  point,  memc  malgre  lui,  il  faut  qu’il  joue  d’un  furieux  mal- 
heur.  Dites-moi  naturcllcment,  madame,  je  vous  en  prie,  lui  trou-- 
vez-vous  du  mieux  a cct  ^gard  depuis  qu’il  eft  a Paris?  Se  fdt-il  jieu- 
a-peu  ? Marcel  hii  a-t-il  donne  un  pen  meilleur  air  ? et  commence- 
t-il  a prendre  la  couleur  tie  ces  bonnes  compagnies,  qui  ont  bieni 
voulu  le  recevoir  et  le  tolerer?  S’il  agagne  du  terrein,  il  avancera. 
toujours  ; mais  s’il  en  eft  encore  precilement  li  ou  il  en  etoit  a fon 
arrivte  a.  Paris,  j’en  diJefixirerai,  nonobftant  tous  vos  foins.  Il  a um 
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thoufancl  times  more  effedl  upon  him,  than  all  my  leflbns.  He  doats 
on  you,  almoft  to  adoration,  and  you  may  well  imagine  1 encourage 
that  difixjfition ; lb  don’t  be  fo  gentle  with  him,  but  reprove  him 
for  the  leaft  thing  you  lee  amife.  As  to  the  little  fecret  he  lias  en- 
trufted  you  with,  relative  to  his  expences,  I muft  tell  you  I had  left 
him  at  full  liberty  uixm  that  article,  with  ordei's  to  draw  upon  me 
freely,  for  whatever  was  neceffary,  or  even  decent;  but,  lince  he 
chufes  rather  to  be  at  a certainty,  and  that  you  are  of  the  lame 
opinion,  to  accuftom  him  to  a certain  regulaiity  in  his  exjjences,  I 
have  no  objetilion  to  it,  upon  condition  that  you  will  name  the  fum 
that  you  think  will  be  neceflary.  For  inftance,  fliall  1 allow  him  a 
thouland,  fifteen  himdred,  or  two  thoufand  livres  a month?'  As,  on 
the  one  hand,  I would  not  have  him  launch  out  into  needlels  and 
frivolous  expences;  lb,  on  the  other,  I would  not  have  him  be  in 
want  of  money  to  make  a creditable  figure.  If  you  rate  his  ex- 
penccs,  for  inftance,  at  fifteen  hundred  livres  a month,  I would  not, 
between  you  and  me,  be  underftood  to  mean  that  he  lliould  never 
exceed  that  fum,  in  a cafe  of  necellity;  for  I would  not,  out  of  an 
ill-judged  parfimony,  deprive  him  of  the  real  atlvantages  ariling 
from  a certain  freedom  in  his  expences.  Do  me  the  favour,  madam, 
to  tell  me  what  you  think  his  ftated  allowance  Ihould  be,  and  he 
fliall  have  it,  with  tliis  provLfo,  that  we  fliall  not  fall  out  for  a little 
more  now'  and  then. 

The  abbe  dc  la  'V’ille’s  letter  is  certainly  very  flattering  for  me ; I 
have  loved  him,  though  an  enemy,  and  as  fuch  I efteemed  him 
enough  to  fc.ir  him;  but  fince  we  have  been  allowetl  to  be  friends, 
1 have  retained  the  fame  fentiments  for  him,  refined  from  that  allay 
which  is  infeparable  from  fear.  1 beg,  madam,  you  will  prefent 
my  beft  compliments  to  him  when  you  fee  him.  I hojie  his  merit 
and  t;dcnts  will  be  as  well  rewarded  as  they  arc  known,  in  the 
country  from  whence  he  dates  his  letter.  To  conclude,  afle  yourfelf 
w hat  I ought  to  be  to  you  ; and  be  allured,  madam,  that  1 am  fo. 


LETTER 
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telle  cxjnfiance  en  vous,  <iue  tout  ce  que  vous  lui  direz  fera  cent  fois 
plus  d’efiet  fur  lui,  que  toutcs  mes  leqons  ; cela  va  prefque  ^ I’ado- 
ration,  et  vous  jugez  bien  que  j’encouragc  cctte  difixjfition.  N'y  allea 
done  plus  li  doucement,  et  ne  lui  pafl'ez  pas  la  moindre  chofe.  Par 
rapport  ^ la  petite  confidence  qu'il  vous  a faite  au  fujet  de  fa  d6pcnfe, 
je  vous  dirai  que  je  lui  avois  donne  carte  blanche  fur  cet  article,  avec 
ordre  de  nc  me  pas  menager,  en  toot  ce  qui  feroit  ncoeflaire,  ou  m£’mc 
decent ; mais  puifqu’il  aime  mieux  favoir  a quoi  s’en  teuir,  et  que 
vous  ^tes  aufli  de  fon  avis,  ixstu  I’accoutumer  a unc  forte  de  regie 
dans  fa  dtiiKnfe,  je  le  veux  bien,  a condition  que  vous  fixiez  la 
fomme  neceflaire,  par  mois.  Par  exemple,  voulez-vous  millc, 
quinze  cens,  ou  deux  mille  francs  jxir  mois  U’un  cote,  je  ne 
voudrois  pas  lui  fournir  jxaur  une  depenfe  inutile  et  frivole,  et  de 
I’autre,  je  ne  voudrois  pas  qu’il  manqu&t  d’argent  pour  faire  une  de- 
penfe honorable ; fi  vous  fixez,  par  exemple,  fa  dejienfe  en  gros  4 
quinze  cens  livres  par  mois,  je  n’entends  pas,  entre  nous,  qu'en  ca$ 
de  befoin  U n’aille  pas  au  dela  ; car  je  ne  veux  point,  par  une  6pargne 
deplac^e,  le  priver  d’aucun  des  avantages  riels  qui  accompagnent 
une  certaine  dipenfe  honnitc  : ayez  la  bonte  done,  madame,  de  me 
dire  la  fomme  que  vous  jugez  i projxss  que  jc  lui  nomme,  bien  cn- 
tendu  toujours,  que  nous  ne  nous  brouillerons  pas  fur  un  petit 
excident  de  terns  en  terns. 

La  lettre  de  I’abbi  de  la  Ville  eft  afllirement  bien  flatteufe  pour 
moi ; je  I’ai  ainic  quoiqu’ennemi,  et  comme  tel,  je  I’ai  eftime  affez 
pour  le  craindre  ; mais  depuis  qu'il  nous  a cte  permis  d’itre  bons 
amis,  j’ai  conferve  pour  lui  Ics  mcmes  feutimens,  ipuris  de  cet  alliagc, 
qu’y  met  toujoius  la  crainte.  FMtes-lvu,  je  vous  en  fupplic,  ma- 
dame, mille  complimens  de  ma  part  quand  vous  le  verrez.  J’ef- 
perc  que  dans  le  pais  d’ou  il  datte  fa  lettre,  fon  mirite  et  fes  talens 
font  aufli  bien  recompenfes,  qu’ils  y doivent  etre  comius  : pour  finir, 
demandez  vous  it  vous-mime  ce  que  je  vous  dois  etre,  et  foyez  per- 
fuadie,  madame,  que  je  le  fuis. 


o VOL.  H. 
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LETTER  LVm. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Lotidon,  Fcl>.  jj,  O.  S.  1751. 

"j^ToBODY  ill  the  world,  belldes  yourfclf,  knows  how  to  combine 
^ the  true  and  Iblid  duties  with  the  ornamentals  of  friendlhip. 
Others,  from  felfifli  motives,  too  often  facrifice  the  former  to  the 
latter;  they  fupprefs  what  they  ouj^ht  to  lay,  for  feiw  of  faying  what 
will  difplcafc,  though  it  be  ever  fo  neceifary  it  ihould  be  knowai. 
Von,  madam,  on  the  contrary,  acquit  youii'elf  of  the  true  duties  of 
friendlhip,  by  unfolding  the  tnith,  l>e  it  ever  fo  unpalatable,  rather 
than  fulfer  your  fiiend  to  remain  ignorant  of  an  evil,  which,  jierhaps, 
may  be  remedied  now,  but,  in  a Biort  time,  might  become  incurable. 
In  the  picture  you  have  fent  me,  which  I am  certain  is  very  like  the 
original,  there  are  fome  rtrokes  that  fliock  me  exceedingly,  and  ijuite 
disligiire  the  whole,  though  fome  of  the  featiucs  arc  good.  I .am 
I'adly  afraid  it  ivill  lie  a hard  matter  to  mend  the  original,  lince  you 
have  hitherto  loll  your  labour,  and  I h.ave  labomcd  incefl'antly  at 
it  for  thcle  three  years,  and  as  it  appears  without  fuccefs.  1 again 
fend  him  a very  ftrong  letter  on  that  fubjcifl,  by  this  jxift#,  and,  as 
I would  not  have  you  appear  in  it,  or  fet  him  againft  you,  which 
would  be  lofing  the  only  remedy  I have  any  hopes  from,  1 tell  him, 
that  at  the  fame  time  as  1 received  a letter  from  you,  which  was 
much  to  his  credit,  1 received  a very  different  account  of  him  from  a 
friend  at  Paris;  and  then  I pretend  to  fend  him  an  extrac'l  of  that 
friend's  letter,  which  contains  his  own  piiturc,  draivn  from  the  hints 
you  have  given  me ; and  I conclude  with  the  ftrongeft  remonftraiKes, 
which  I am  fure  he  will  not  fliew  you.  'I'he  better  to  put  hirh 
upon  a wTong  feent,  and  to  enable  you  to  fjx;ak  more  llrongly  to 
him  upon  the  fulrjedl,  1 tell  him  I have  fent  you  a copy  of  that 
pidhire,  that  you  may  tell  me  finccrely  whether  it  is  like  or  not. 


^ There  is  no  letter  of  this  date  in  tlie  coHcAion  juft  mentioned;  tliait  which  coincs  neareft  to  it, 
comatning  an  extract  of  a letter  icccivcd  irom  an  impartial  and  ditccraing  fiiend,  is  dated  tlirec 
befoiT,  Viz.  I'cbiuary  4,  O.  S.  but  it  differs  in  many  particulars. 

Be 
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A I.  A MIME. 

A Londrcs,  cc  25  Ft»’.  V.  S. 

T L n'y  a que  voiis  au  moncle  qvii  fachiez  combiner  les  ^Tais  ct  Iblkles 
devoirs,  a%'ec  tons  les  agi-emens  de  I'amitie ; les  autrcs  lacritienr, 
trop  fouvent,  par  des  mouvemens  d'amour  proprc,  les  premiers  aux 
dcrnici's,  ils  fuppriment  ce  qu’ils  devroient  dire,  jxiur  ne  pas  dire 
ce  qui  dcplaira,  (jnclque  neceffaire  qu’il  foil  qu’on  le  fache.  Voiis, 
madame,  au  contraire,  vous  vous  acquitez  des  vrais  devoirs  de  I’ami- 
tie,  en  decouvrant  la  verite,  quelque  defagreable  qu’elle  piiifle 
Otre,  plbtbt  que  dc  lailTer  ignorcr  un  mal,  auquel  jx^ut-etre  on  jx-'u: 
trouver  du  remcdc  il  prcl'ent,  mais  qui,  en  ix;u  de  terns,  jiourroit 
devenir  incurable.  11  y a,  dans  le  portrait  (]ue  vous  ni'avez  envoye, 
et  qui,  je  fuis  bicn  fur,  eft  fort  refleniblant,  des  traits  qui  me  cho- 
quent  infiniment,  et  qui  defigurent  tout-a-fait  raflcmblage,  m;dgre 
d’autres  lx>ns  traits  qui  s’y  trouvent.  Je  crains  meme  qu'il  ne  foit 
bicn  difficile  tie  rorriger  Toriginal,  puifquc  jufqu'ici  vous  y avez 
ix;rdu  vos.  peines,  et  qvie,  depuis  trois  ans,  j’y  ai  travaille  fans  rclaclie, 
et  comme  il  paroit  fans  fucces.  Je  lui  envoye  encore  par  cettc 
j3ofte  ® line  Icitrc,  mais  des  plus  foUes,  fur  ce  fujet : ct  pour  ne 
vous  pas  commettre  avee  lui,  ct  le  refroidir  a votre  cgartl,  ce  qui 
feroit  jjerdre  runique  remede  que  j’cfjjerc,  je  lui  dis  qu’en  memc 
terns  que  je  retjus,  dc  votre  part,  unc  lettre  tjui  lui  ett)it  tres-favo-. 
rable,  j’en  requs  une  autre  d’un  dc  nies  amis  a I’aris,  lur  fon  fujet, 
d’une  nature  bien  diftcrente,  dont  je  I’ais  femblant  de  lui  envoyer. 
I’extrait ; apres  cela  je  lui  fais  fon  jiortrait,  fur  les  memoires  que  vous 
m’avez  fournis,  ct  je  finis  par  des  reniontrances  les  plus  fortes, 
qu’il  n’aura  garde,  je  crois,  de  vous  montrer.  Pour  le  depaifer  en- 
core plus,  et  jiour  vous  mettre  en  etat  de  lui  purler  encore  plus 
fortement  fur  cds  matieres,  je  lui  <lis  que  je  vous  ai  envoye  en 
meme  terns  topic  de  ce  jortrait,  pour  que  vous  me  dificz  veritable- 
ment  s’il  lui  rellcmble  ou  non.  Ayez  done  la  bonte,  matlamc,  de 
lui  dire  que  vous  avez  reeju  une  telle  leiti'e  dc  ma  j art,  ct  que  \ ous 
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Be  fo  good  then,  madam,  as  to  tell  him  you  have  received  fuch  a 
letter  from  me,  and  that  you  are  gi'eatly  at  a lofs  how  to  anfwcr  it ; 
that  you  fee  I am  exafperated  at  the  bare  fufpicion  that  the  pidture 
may  be  like  him  ; what  would  it  be  if  you  were  to  confirm  it  ? This 
will  frighten  him  out  of  his  wits,  and  at  the  fame  time  furnifli  you 
with  a fair  opix)rtunity  of  expofhilating  with  him,  under  pretence 
of  being  loth  to  expofc  him  to  me.  And,  indeed,  he  is  undone  if 
he  does  not  thoroughly  mend  his  manners,  and  break  himfelf  of 
that  propenfity  to  difapprove  every  thing,  of  that  inclination  to  tlif- 
pute  with  fharpnefs,  and  to  fnpixart  his  own  opinion  in  a jx'rcmptory 
manner.  He  may  have  good  fenfe,  he  may  have  Ibmething  good 
in  him  if  you  will,  it  is  agootl  foil;  but  you  know  better  than  I,  it 
is  a foil  that  will  yield  very  little,  if  it  be  not  cultivated  by  good 
breeding,  gentlcnefs  of  manners,  a graceful  deixartment,  a pleafing 
aildrcfs,  in  Ihoit,  by  all  that  diftinguifhes  the  gentleman.  Indeed 
he  is  dill  young  ; but  then,  conlidcr  th;it  for  this  year  and  a half,  he 
has  frequented  the  very  belt  companies  in  Italy,  and  even  fince  he 
is  at  Paris,  he  ought  to  have  improved,  confidering  what  good  com- 
pany he  has  kept  for  above  thefe  two  months,  not  to  mention  your 
precei«s  and  example.  Nothwithftamling  all  this,  you  own,  and  I 
am  fure  you  make  the  l)cft  of  it,  that  his  progrefs  is  very  flow ; that 
is  to  fay,  that  he  has  made  none  at  all.  This  makes  me  almoft 
defpair,  and  if  I expebf  any  remedy,  it  is  from  you.  With  regard 
to  you,  at  leaft,  he  thinks  as  he  ought,  and  therefore  he  muft  wifli 
to  think  like  you  in  every  thing  elfe.  To  ingratiate  you  ftill  more 
with  him,  if  poflible,  1 tell  him  it  is  at  your  folicitation  that  I have 
at  laft  brought  myfelf  to  fix  the  fiun  he  Ihould  fjjend  monthly, 
which  he  had  fo  often  wilhed  I would  do,  that  1 think  fifteen  hundred 
livres  a month  a very  handfome  allowance,  but  that,  however,  we 
fliall  not  fall  out,  if  he  fliould  occafionally  go  as  far  as  two  thoufand ; 
providal,  as  you  advifed  me,  he  does  not,  on  that  account,  aflume 
an  air  of  fuiwriority,  or  fliew  any  contempt  for  thofc  who  may  have 
lefs.  After  all  thefe  precautions,  you  have  notliing  to  fear,  and 
nectl  not  fpare  him.  Tell  him  freely  what  you  fee  amifs  in  him; 
as  it  comes  fiom  you,  he  will  liften  patiently  and  attentively.  His 
fortune  is  ablblutcly  in  your  hands ; and,  if  he  mends,  it  will  be 
a entirely 
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TOUS  trouvea  extrtmement  embaraflee  fur  c«  que  vous  me  tlevcz 
rcponilre;  que  vous  voyez  bien  que  je  fuis  outre  m^e  <lu  ibuji- 
qon  que  ce  portrait  lui  reffembJe  : que  fen)it-ce  done  fi  vous  alliez. 
conftater  cette  reffemblance  ? Ceti  lui  donnera  I’allarme  bien  chaude^ 
et  en  m^e  terns  vous  fournira  une  occalion,  non  fufjwftc,  de  lui 
dire  les  chofes  du  monde  les  plus  fortes,  fous  prf-textc  de  meiiagemeiis 
pour  lui  vis-a-vis  de  moi.  En  effet,  il  eft  perdu  s’il  ne  fe  corrige 
pas  fonciirement  dc  ccs  mauvaifes  niaiii^res,  de  cette  pente  a defaj)- 
pcouver  taut,  et  de  ce  penchant  d diljAiter  avec  aigreur  ct  empire. 
Qu'il  ak  de  Telprit,  qu'il  ait  du  bon  fi  vous  lo  voulez,  e'eft  un  bon 
fond ; mais  aufti,  vous  favez  mieux  que  moi  que  e’eft  uii  fon<l  qui 
rapjxirtera  bien  peu,  s’il  n’eft  pas  cultive  par  les  bonnes  manidres,. 
la  douceur,  les  graces,  les  agremens,  enfin  par  tout  ce  qui  vousi 
diftingue.  II  eft  encore  jeune,  il  eft  vrai ; mais  aulTi,  depuis  un  an 
et  demi,  il  a frequente.  tout  ce  qu’il  y avoit  de  meilleure  compagnie 
en  Italic,  et  m6mc,  depuis  qu’il  eft  d Paris,  il  auroit  dft  s’etre  forme 
confidiirablcment,  vvl  les  bonnes  compagnies  qu'il  y a frequenteas 
depuis  plus  de  deux  mois,  pour  ne  rien  dire  de  vos  pr&eptes,  ct  de 
votre  exemple.  Avec  tout  cela,  vous  m’avouez,  et  je  fuis  fur  que- 
vous  mettez  tout  au  mieux,  que  les  progr^s  font  bien  lents ; e’eft- 
4-dire  qu’il  n’en  a point  fait  du  tout.  Ccci  me  fait  prefquc  dcfefpcrcr, 
et  je  n’attends  de  remede,  fi  tant  eft  que  j’eii  attende,-  que  de  votre  part.- 
Sur  votre  fujet,  il  penfe  au  moins  comme  il  doit,  ct  cela  ^tant,  il  doit 
natvuellement  fouhaiter  de  j)enfer  comme  vous  fur  tous  les  autres 
fujets.  Pour  vous  mettre  auffi  encore  mieux  avec  lui,  s’il  eft  pofli- 
ble,  je  lui  ai  mande  que  e’etoit  limplement  a votre  follkitation,  que  je 
m’etois  d la  fin  porte  a fixer  la  fomme  qu’il  devoit  depenfer  par  mois,, 
et  qu’il  avoit  fi  fouvent  fouhaite,  que  je  trouvois  quiiutc  cens  francs 
par  mois  une  fomme  trt's-railbimablc,  mais  (jue  pourtant  nous  ne- 
nous  brouillerions  pas,  s’il  prenoit,  en  cas  de  befoin,  jiftqu’a  deux 
mille  ; bien  entendu  toujours,  comme  vous  me  I’avez  confeille,  qu’il 
ne  prit  pas  jxrur  cela  un  ton  de  fuperiorite,  ou  de  mepris  jxjur  ceux 
qui  n’en  auroient  point  tant.  Moyennant  toutes  ces  circonftances,, 
vous  n’avez  rien  a craindre  en  ne  Ic  pas  m^ageant ; dites-lui  libre- 
ment  fes  verity,  de  votre  part  il  les  ccoutera  patiemment  ct  avec  at- 
tention : fa  fortune  eft  abfolument  entre  vos  mains ; s’il  fe  corrige,  ce 
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entil'd  y owing  to  you.  Independent  t>f  all  i>erfonal  fondnefs,  he 
has  lb  long  been  the  objedt  of  my  tender  Iblidtude,  and  I have  fo 
let  my  heart  uixjii  making  ll>mething  goo<i  of  him,  that  it  would 
give  me  iuhnicc  concern  Ihould  I fail  at  lalf,  which  woidd  certainly 
he  the  cal'e,  if,  with  good  natural  underftanding,  and  a great  ftock 
of  knowledge,  he  fliould  want  that  behaviour,  wliich  is  lb  requifite 
to  fet  them  oft 

Forgive-me,  madam,  thefe  details;  forgive  the  trouble  1 give  you. 
I know  you  will,  as  I am  convinced  that  your  friendfliip  knows  no 
bounds : nor  fliall  my  gratitude  have  any,  but  fhall  continue  to  my 
hitcft  breath. 


I.  E T T E R LIX. 

. TO  THE  S.\ME. 

I^ontloni  Aug.  ii,  O.  S 1751. 

T>  EGGING  your  pardon,  madam,  it  docs  not  aj^Xiar  that  I 
have  been  too  hafty,  lince  you  allow  that  my  ledlures  have  had 
Ibme  effedf.  With  common  jKople,  and  jteople  of  the  age  of  your 
pupil,  wliich  are  much  alike,  it  is  not  amil's  to  make  things  appear 
rather  worfe  than  they  are;  and  I mull  own  1 had  made  a caricature 
of  the  pidiure  you  fent  me,  that  he  might  fee  all  his  faults  through 
a microfeope.  I ftill  continue  to  preach  uixin  the  texts  you  have 
given  me.  I hope  I do  not  preach  to  as  little  purptfl'e  as  molt  other 
preachers.  You  can  judge,  ami  can  belt  inform  me,  whether  I 
Iircach  fucccfsfully.  Docs  he  improve,  dtxrs  he  catch  the  manners, 
the  addrefs,  the  attentions,  the  graces  of  jxilite  company  ? Tell 
me,  madam,  I beg  of  you,  whether  he  keejis  gtxxl  company,  whe- 
ther the  connedtions  he  has  formed  with  perlbns  of  his  own  age 
are  gocxl  ones,  and  what  houfes  he  frequents  molt.  1 make  no 
ajxilogy  for  all  thefe  imiiertinent  quellions,  it  is  much  too  late, 
ami  you  arc  ufed  to  them. 

In 


Digitized  by  Google  ^ 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  I.  LET.  LVIII.  LIX.  175 

ne  lera  que  par  vous.  Ind^I)endamment  de  toute  tendrelTe  perfon- 
nelle,  il  a etc  li  longtems  I’objet  de  mes  foins,  et  je  me  Riis  tanr 
flatte  d’en  faire  quelque  chofe  de  bon,  qu'il  me  feroit  tres-chagri- 
nant  d’cchoticr  pres  du  port ; et  ce  feroit  predfcment  le  cas  fl,  avec  im 
fond  d’efprit  nature!,  et  beaucoup  d’acquis,  il  lui  manquoit  les  ma- 
nicrcs  li  ncceflaires  jxnir  les  fairc  valoir.  Pardonnez-raoi,  madamcy 
CCS  ddails,  pardonnez-moL  la  iicine  que  je  vous  donne.  Je  I'ais 
que  vous  me  le  pardonnez,  puil'que  je  fais  {jue  votre  aniitie  n’a 
jx>int  de  homes ; ma  reconnoiffance  n'eii  aura  point  non  plus,  et  ne 
linira  qu’avec  mes  jours. 


L E T T R E LIX. 

ALA  M E M E. 

A Londre*,  ii  cTAvril,  V.  S'*  I75r^ 

E vous  cn  deplaife,  raatlame,  il  ne  paroit  pas  quo  j’ayc  pris  la 
^ mouche  trop  fort,  puil'que  vous  convenez,  en  memc  terns,  que 
mes  mertmiales  out  liiit  quekiue  eflet.  Avee  le  iKuple,  ct  les  gens 
dc  I’age  de  votre  elevc,  qui  font  tres-jicuplc,  il  faut  charger  les  ob- 
jets  un  lieu  au  dcla  du  vr.ai,  et  je  vous  avouc  que  j’avois  fait  une 
caricatura  du  ix>rtr;iit  (pic  vous  m’a\  iez  envoye,  ixjur  qu'il  vit  fes 
defauts  au  microfcoije.  Je  continue  acduellcraent  dc  prcchcr  furlc*. 
textes  que  vous  m'avcz  fournis.  J’efpere  que  je  ne  jircche  pas  aulli 
inutiltmcnt  q\ie  font  la  plup;ut  dcs  pnidicateurs.  Vous  pouvez  jugcr, 
ct  me  dire  mieux  que  pci  foniie,  li  je  pr6t  he  avec  fnut.  Sc  formc- 
t-il  aux  ufuges,  prend-t-il  le  ton,  les  manieres,  les  attentions,  les 
gr.iccs  ? Dites-raoi,  je  vous  cn  fupplic,  madamc,  s’il  frequente  Ics 
bonnes  amipagnics,  li  les  liaifons  iju'd  a formecs  avec  des  gens  dc 
fon  i'gc  font  bonnes,  et  quclles  maifons  il  hante  Ic  plus.  Je  nc  vous 
fais  ixiint  d’excules  de  toutes  ccs  queftions  inapertinentes ; ce  feroit 
trop  tard,  ct  vous  y ttes  accoutumec. 
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In  our  tragedy  of  Cato,  Cato  is  alkcd  whether  Ciciar  does  not 
hlulh  to  do  fo  and  fo ; Cato  anl'wers, 

Caefar  a&am’d  ! hts  he  not  feen  Pharfaliaf 

Make  the  application  of  this  to  your  humble  fervant. 

As  you  now  and  then  flatter  ipe  by  complaining  of  my  lilence, 
which  you  ought  rather  to  thank  me  for,  1 will  be  beforehand  with 
you  this  time,  and  account  to  you  for  my  not  anfwering  the  honor 
of  yoiu  laft  letter  fooncr.  You  muft  know  that  having  no  further 
bufinefs  with  terreftrial  bodies,  I have  been  amufing  myfclf  with 
the  celcftial,  and  am  now  fo  familiar  with  the  planets,  that,  if  yon 
chofe  it,  I Ihould  be  able  to  give  you  a fupplement  to  Fontenclle’s 
Plurality  of  Worlds.  Do  not  imagine,  however,  that  I preferred  an 
intercourfe  with  the  planets  to  a correfpondence  with  you ; far 
from  it,  on  the  contrary,  k was  in  order  to  eftabliflt  your  ftyle  in 
this  kingdom,  by  adl  of  parliament.  I had  long  obferved  that 
you  dated  your  letters  eleven  days  earlier  than  I did,  and  that  I 
received  them  before  the  day  of  their  date.  I was  perfuaded  you 
muft  be  right,  and  I mentioned  it  to  fome  aftronomers,  w'ho  told  me 
it  was  certainly  fo,  and  that  if  I inquired  of  the  fun  and  motm, 
they  would  not  deny  it ; that  even  a pope  * had  been  of  your  opi- 
nion, near  two  hundred  years  ago,  and  had  introduced  what  is 
called  the  new  ftyle.  As  a good  proteftant,  I would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  a pope ; but  I w'anted  to  adopt  your  own  ftyle,  the  very 
beft  I know  of.  However,  for  the  fatisfaiflion  of  the  public,  who 
have  not  the  honor  of  being  acquainted  with  you  as  I am,  I was 
obliged  to  enforce  my  opinion  by  fome  aftronomical  arguments. 
Hence  I am  become  an  aftronomer,  and  it  is  a pleafure  to  hear  me 
talk  of  tropical  years,  luni-folar  years,  intercalary  years,  fee.  but 
at  laft  your  ftyle  is  eftablilhed  here.  Thus  it  is  that  the  public  is 
almoft  always  ignorant  of  the  true  caufes  of  events,  for  nobody 
fulpedls  your  having  any  hand  in  this. 

* Pope  Gregory  XIIT,  who  m 1582  had  the  Julian  calendar  refomied,  and  gave  hit  name  to 
^hc  corrc£lion.  it  was  iniroduccd  in  all  the  catholic*  and  Aicccflivd^  in  Teveial  of  the  protclUot, 
countries ; but  wat  ftiU  rcjc&cd  ia  the  Britilh  dominions,  *at  well  at  10  the  North* 
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Dans  notrc  tragtdie  Angloife  de  Caton,  quelqu’un  demandc  4 Ca- 
ton,  fi  C^far  ne  rougit  pas  de  faire  tqlle.ret  teljo  chol'c  ; Caton  repond, 

Cciar  rougir  ' n’l-t-il  pas  tu  Pharfale  ? 

Faitcs  cn  rapplicatiou  i votre  tris-humble  fer\  iteur. 

Comme  vous  me  flattez  de  terns  en  terns,  en  me  reprochant  mon 
filence,  dont  vous  devriez  pliitAt  me  favoir  gr6,  je  vous  previemlrai 
cette  fois  ici,  cn  Vous  rendant  compte  de  ce  qui  m’a  empfche  julqu’^ 
])refcnt,  dc  repondre  a la  demi^re  lettre  dont  vous  m'avez  honore ; 
e'eft  quo  n’ayant  plus  ft  faire  avec  les  corps  terreftres,  je  me  fuis 
amufe  avec  les  corps  celeftes,  et  je  me  fuis  fi  bien  f amiliarife  avec  les 
plan^es,  que  fi  voiis  le  vouliez,  je  fuis  en  etat  de  vous  donner  un 
fupplement  a la  pluralite  des  tnondes.  Ne  croyez  pas,  au  refte,  que 
je  pr^ferafle  cc  commerce  avec  les  plan^tes  au  vdtre ; rien  moins, 
au  contraire,  c’^oit  pour  ^ablir,  par  adte  de  parlement,  votre  ftyle 
dans  ce  pais  ici.  J’avois  remarque,  depuis  longtems,  que  vous  dat- 
tiez  viw  lettres  onze  jours  plfitdt  que  moi,  et  que  je  les  recevois  avant 
mcme  que  le  jour  de  leur  datte  fut  venu  ici.  J’etois  perfuade  que 
vous  deviez  avoir  raifon  ; je  le  dis  i des  aftronomes,  qui  m'affurerent 
qu'oui,  et  que  fi  je  m’en  informois  du  foleil  ou  de  la  lunc,  ils  ne 
vous  defavoueroient  jxiiut;  que  mdmcun  pa[Te«*  avoit  etc  devotee 
avis,  il  y a pres  de  deux  cens.  ans,  ct  avoit  introduit  ce  qu’on  appellc 
le  nouveau  ftyle.  Comme  bon  proteftant  je  ne  voulois  avoir  rien  it 
faire  avec  un  pajx;,  mais  e’etoit  votre  ftyle,  <iui  eft  bien  le  meilleur 
quo  jc  connoiffc,  que  je  voulois  adopter.  11  m‘a  fallu  ixnwtant,  pour 
fatisfaire  au  public,  qxii  n’a  pas  I’honneur  dc  vous  connoitre  comme 
moi,  le  payer  dc  quelqucs  argumens  aftronomiques.  De  la  je  fuis 
devenu  altronome,  ct  e’eft  un  plaifir  que  de  m’entendre  parler  d’an- 
nees  tropiques,  d’annees  limi-folaircs,  intercalaires,  8cc.  mais  enfin 
voila  votre  ftyle  etabli  ici.  Voyez  par  li  comment  le  public  ignore 
prefque  toujours  les  veritablcs  caufes  des  evenemens  ; car  il  ne  vous 
foupqonne  pas  d’entrer  pour  quelque  chofe  dans  celui-ci. 
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LETTER  LX. 

TO  THE  S A M E. 


Loluion,  May  13,  O.  S.  1751. 

'l^OURS  is  an  excellent  principle,  matlam,  to  anl'wer  fjM:ediiy 
when  one  can  anfwer  agreeably,  and  the  pradlice  Ls  ealy  to 
you;  but  it  is  not  fo  to  others,  who  often  have  only  the  will,  whereas 
you  always  have  the  jxtwer.  Hence  it  follows,  that  you  will  always 
write  foon,  and  from  choice;  I but  feldom,  and  from  duty.  Your 
fecond  letter,  which  came  yefterday,  before  I had  anfwered  the  firll, 
now  calls  uixin  me  for  the  performance  of  this  dtity. 

How  I envy  you  in  your  vifit  at  ® ® * which  I know,  by  ex- 
perience, mull  be  a delightful  one  ! If  I were  but  as  young  as  the 
amiable  mailer  of  that  charming  abode,  I would  take  poll,  and  come 
and  I'urprize  you  there.  Lady  Hervey,  who  has  lately  enjoyed  the 
fweets  of  that  fociety,  tells  me  wonders  of  it;  wonders,  I mean,  that 
are  no  wonders  to  me,  who  am  fo  well  acquainted  with  moil  of  the 
performers,  and  chiefly  with  the  part  you  aift.  But  alas!  it  is  my 
hard  lot  to  feel  the  whole  force  of  temptations,  and  not  to  have 
power  to  yield  to  them ; for  after  all,  it  is  a lign  of  weaknefs  not  to 
give  way.  Pleafures  are  but  too  thinly  fcattered;  rcafon  bids  us 
feize  them,  weaknefs  or  lazinefs  is  all  that  hinders  us  from  com- 
plying. I fpeak  of  innocent  pleafures  and  temptations,  and  not  of 
crimes,  as  you  may  well  imagine.  Inllead  of  thofc  pleafures,  which 
have  forfaken  me,  and  which  I think  no  more  of,  unlefs  I could 
procure  them  to  others,  I am  going  next  week  to  partake  of  the  little 
amufements  of  Babiole,  that  Is,  to  walk  about,  to  do  one  odd  thing 
or  other  in  my  garden,  and  to  nurfe  my  pine-apples  and  melons; 
for  I mean  to  excel  in  thefe  two  articles.  Excufe  a little  falfc  wit, 
for  I mull  tell  you  that  the  Menagianas,  the  Scaligerianas,  and  all 
thofe  kind  of  Anas,  arc  not  to  compare  to  my  Ananas.  As  for  my 
melons,  they  are  arch-melons ; by  dint  of  culture  and  art,  I bid  de- 
fiance to  our  climate,  and  raife  fuch  delicious  melons,  that  if  it  sverc 
prailicable  to  fers'e  you  as  the  emperor  of  the  moon  is  ferved,  ujxrn 
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A LA  M E M e. 

A Lonilrcs,  cc  13  Mai,  V.  S.  1751. 

l^OTRE  principe  eft  excellent,  madame,  de  repondre  prominc- 
* meat  quand  on  pent  repondre  agreablcment,  et  la  pritique 
vous  cn  eft  facile ; mais  ce  n’eft  pas  la  mime  cliofe  avec  les  autres, 
qui  voudroient  feulcraent  quelqucfois  ce  que  vous  pouvez  toujovirs. 
II  s’enfuit  quo  vous  repondrez  toujours  promptement,  et  par  choix  ; 
mol  rarement,  et  par  devoir.  Votre  fcconde  lettre,  qui  m’eft  par- 
venue  hier,  avant  que  j’eufle  ripondu  ii  la  premiere,  me  met  a pre- 
fent  dans  le  cas  de  ce  devoir. 

Que  je  vous  envie  votre  ftijour  a . . . . dont  je  connois  par  exj7C- 
rience  tous  les  agremens  ! fi  j’etois  aufti  jeune  que  Taimable  maitre 
<le  ce  chamiant  fejour,  je  prendrois  la  jxjfte,  et  je  viendrois  vous  y 
furprendre.  Madame  d’Hervey,  qui  vient  de  jou'ir  de  cette  focicte, 
m’en  a ecrit  des  merveilles;  merveilles  s’entend  qui  ne  m’ont  pas  emer- 
veille,  connoiflant  comme  je  faifois  la  plupart  des  adteurs,  et  fur-tout 
le  role  que  vous  y jouez.  Mais  helas ! je  fuis  dans  le  pitoyable 
cas  de  fentir  toutc  la  force  des  tentations,  Ians  avoir  la  force  d’y  fuc- 
comber ; car,  au  funds,  ce  n’eft  que  foiblefle  de  no  s’y  pas  pretcr. 
Les  plailirs  ne  Ibnt  que  trop  clair-femes;  la  raifon  nous  dit  de  les  fai- 
fir,  ce  n’eft  que  la  foiblefTe  ou  la  parefle  qui  nous  en  detourne.  Je 
jiarle  des  plailirs  et  des  tentations  des  honnetes  gens,  et  non  des  cri- 
mes, comme  vous  jugez  bien.  Au  defaut  des  plailirs,  qui  m’ont 
abandonne,  ct  auxquels  je  ne  penfe  plus,  a moins  d’en  procurer 
s'il  m’etoit  ixillible  aux  autres,  je  vais  la  femaine  prochaine  pren- 
dre, a Icur  place,  les  petits  amufemens  de  Babiole,  e’eft-a-dire  m’y 
promcner,  chipotcr  beaucoup  <lans  mon  jjetit  jardin,  et  y foigner 
mes  ananas,  ct  mes  melons:  e’ert  que  dans  ces  deux  articles,  je  pre- 
tends briller.  Paflez-moi  la  mauvaife  plailanterie,  et  je  vous  dirai 
(pie  les  Mdnagianas,  les  Scaligerianas,  et  tous  ces  fortes  d’Anas,  ifajj- 
prochent  jx>int  de  mes  ananas.  Pour  mes  melons,  ils  font  arebi- 
melons ; a force  d’art  ct  de  foins,  je  brave  notre  climat,  ct  je  fais 
venir  des  melons  ii  dclicicux,  que  s’il  y avoit  moycn  do  votis  fenir 
comme  on  fert  I’cmpercur  de  la  lunc,  a coup  d’arbaletc,  je  vous  en 
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the  point  of  an  arrow,  1 would  now  and  then  waft  fomc  as  far  as 
Bagatelle,  which  would  put  your  heft  climate  to  the  blulh. 

Now  I talk  of  plants,  you  may  fay  what  you  plcafe,  madam,  of 
my  laying  too  much  ftrefs  upon  the  bark;  let  me  tell  you  that, 
without  the  bark,  the  tree  will  decay,  and  will  lofe  much,  not  only 
of  its  beauty,  but  of  its  intrihfic  worth.  The  cafe  is  the  fame  with 
a man;  with  all  the  learning  in  the  world,  if  he  have  not  a defire 
to  pleafe,  and  the  ait  and  means  of  pleafing,  he  will  not  be  fought 
after,  but,  on  the  contrary,  jteople  arc  firry  to  meet  with  him. 
You  fay  you  will  admit  of  no  hefitarion  between  folid  merit  and 
1‘rivolous  externals ; lint  where  is  the  need  of  this  alternative  ? Does 
folid  merit  ncceflarily  exclude  thcgr;ices?  I think  nott  on  the  con- 
trary, 1 think  a man’s  head  w'ants  fomething,  whatever  talents  and 
learning  he  may  be  jioffefled  of,  if  he  do  not  fee  the  neceflity  of  ac- 
quiring thofe  graces  and  accomplifhments,  which  are  called  frivolous, 
but  are  far  from  being  fo.  We  may  aetjuire  them  if  we  pleafe; 
they  are  things  that  are  purely  mcch.anical,  and  wholly  depend  upon 
obferyation  and  imitation.  I am  determined  our  boy  lhall  have 
them;  I threaten,  I flatter,  I ftorm,  I coax  alternately.  I fliall  fend 
for  him  next  Auguft,  to  analyfe,  revife,  and  correift  him  myfelf ; 
but  fhall  fend  him  back  to  you  in  a month,  to  make,  if  poflible,  the 
additions  that  may  be  wanting.  If  he  be  ever  fo  far  from  the  mark, 
he  would  not  advance  a flop  here.  In  chronical  diforders,  nothing 
will  do  but  jxirfeverance  in  the  ufe  of  medicines;  and  in  his 
diftemiier,  which  feems  to  be  an  obftinate  one,  Paris  and  your  tuition 
arc  the  only  remedies  1 can  confide  in.  I proteft,  the  firft  time  I 
fee  him,  if  he  is  aukward,  ungraceful,  and  unmannerly,  he  will 
throw  me  into  a fewer.  I have  it  when  I fee  aukw'ard  people  who 
arc  nothing  to  me;  but  fliould  he  be  fo,  I fhould  grow  downiight 
'delirious. 

You  have  played  me  a fad  trick,  by  Ihewing  my  laft  letter  to 
Fontentile;  not  that  I dread  his  criticifm  more  than  your  own,  but 
becaufc  his  is  at  full  lil>erty,  and  yours  is  reftrained  by  friendfliip. 
As  old  as  he  Is,  he  will  lie  quick-fighted;  as  young  as  you  are,  yon 
will  be  blind.  The  fillet  of  friendfliip,  which  I now  prefer  to  that 
of  love,  will  protedl  me  from  all  I might  have  to  fear  from  y'our 
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decocherois  de  terns  eii  terns  jufqu'a  Bagatelle,  qui  feroient  rougir 
votre  meilleur  climat. 

A proixjs  de  plantes,  dcoixe  tant  (ju’d  \ous  plaira,  madamc,  h 
latpielle  vous  dites  que  j’attachc  trap  de  prix,  fachez  a\i  moins  que, 
fans  I’ccorce,  I’.arbre  dei>erit,  et  perd,  non-feulcment  dc  fa  Iwaute, 
mais  de  fa  valeur  intrinl'^ue.  11  en  ell  dc  memc  <l'un  hoinmc,  avee 
tout  le  favoir  du  monde,  s’il  n’a  pas  le  tlciir,  Tart,  les  moyens  tie 
plaire,  on  ne  Ic  recherche  ix)int,  mais  au  contraire,  on  etl  bicn  fa- 
che  de  le  trouver.  Vous  ne  voivlcz  [tus,  dites-vous,  qu’on  balance 
entre  le  choix  d^ln  merite  folitlc,  et  des  agrc-mcns  frivoles  ; mais 
I»urquoi  faut-il  opter  ? Le  merite  folide  doit-il  nccefl'aircment  doii- 
ner  I’exclufion  aux  agremens  ; je  ne  le  crois  pas,  mais  bien  au  con- 
traire, je  crois  qu’il  manque  quclque  chofe  a la  tete  d'lui  homme, 
quelqties  talcns,  et  quelques  connoiflances  qu’il  ait  d’aillcurs,  s'il  nc 
connoit  pas  la  nccelTite  de  ixiflcderccs  graces  ct  ces  agremens,  qu’on 
appclle  frivoles,  mais  qui  pouitant  ne  I'ont  ricn  moins.  On  les  ix;ut 
acquerir  fi  I’on  veut ; cc  font  des  chofes  purement  mcchaniqties,  qui 
de|x;ndeht  uniquement  de  Tobfervation,  et  de  I’imitation.  Je  veux 
abfolument  que  notre  garden  les  ait ; je  menace,  je  flatte,  jc  ful- 
mine,  famadouc  tour  it  tour.  Je  le  fais  venir  ici  au  mois  <rAoitr 
prochain,  pour  cn  faire  I’analyfc,  la  revilion  ct  les  corre^ons  moi- 
mfeme ; mais  dans  un  mois  je  vous  le  renvoye,  ixjur  faire,  s’il  eft  pofli- 
ble,  les,  progres  qui  lui  reftent  a faire.  Quclque  eloigne  qu’il  folt 
encore  du  but,  il  n’avanccroit  pas  tl’un  j>oucc  ici.  Dans  les  maux 
chronitpics,  e’eft  la  continuation  ties  rcmedcs  qui  fait  reffet,  ct  dans 
foil  mal,  (jui  me  paroit  opiniitre,  Paris,  ct  vos  foins  font  les  feuls 
remedes  auxquels  j’ai  dc  la  confiangc.  Je  jiiDtefte  quo  la  premiere 
fois  que  je  le  verrai,  s’il  ert  gauche,  s’il  ie  pr<!fcntc  mal,  s’il  a mau- 
vais  air,  et  mauvailcs  maniercs,  il  me  donncni  la  fi6vre.  La  mauf- 
faderie  des  gens  auxquels  jc  ne  prends  jxiint  d’interet  mcladonne 
bien  ; en  pareil  cas  il  me  la  donneroit  avec  tranf|x;rt  au  cerveau. 

Avouez  que  vous  m’avez  jou6  un  mauvais  tour,  cn  montrant  ma 
precedente  4 Fontenelle  ; ce  n’ell:  pas  que  je  craigne  fa  critique  plus 
que  la  v6tre,  mais  e’eft  que  la  fienne  a le  champ  libre,  et  la  vdtre  ell 
retenue  par  I’amitii.  Tout  vieux  qu’il  eft,  il  fera  clairvoyant ; jcune 
comme  vous  ete?,  vous  ferez  avcugle.  Le  bantlcau  de  I'amitie,  que 
je  prefere  a-prefent  a celui  de  I’luiiour,  me  garantira  bien  dc  tout 
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judgment.  You  wear  that  fillet  tighter,  and  I reap  the  benefit 
more  than  any  body  I know;  fo  pray  only  lift  it  up,  the  better  to 
fee  the  fentiments,  with  which  I wifla  you  a good  night. 


LETTER  LXI. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


Babluic,  Aug.  f,  O.  $.  1751. 

T Have  doubly  lamented  your  filence,  madam,  as  I too  well  knew 
the  caufe.  Your  pupil  had  informed  me  of  it,  and,  to  do  him 
juftice,  with  all  that  feeling,  which  a lively  fenl'c  of  your  kindnefs 
mull  infpire.  He  had  told  me  of  your  mother’s  illnefs,  and  con- 
I'equently  of  your  fears.  I would  exprefs  my  own  feelings,  did  I 
not  know  that  you  are  fully  convinced  of  them.  The  tics  of  blood 
are  not  always  thofe  of  friendflup;  but  fricndlhip,  founded  on  mu- 
tual merit,  efteem,  and  confidence,  becomes  more  lively  and  tender, 
when  it  is  cemented  by  the  ties  of  blood.  This  was  your  cafe;  and 
as  you  feel  all  you  ought,  with  more  than  ordinary  delicacy,  I guefied 
at  your  forrow,  l>cfore  you  cxprciTcd  it  in  the  bill  letter  you  ha\e 
honored  me  with.  That  was  what  prevented  my  writing  fixiner; 
you  was  too  much  taken  up  to  attend  to  a common  correfpondence, 
and  I think  nothing  is  fo  idle,  fo  troublcfomc,  and  even  fo  imjier- 
tinent,  as  confolatoiq'  epillles,  when  forrows  are  real.  In  my  mind, 
they  can  only  take  place,  where  one  pcrl’on  wants  to  make  a parade 
of  undcrflanding,  and  the  other  of  grief.  Will  any  one  pretend  to 
prove  that  I am  not  to  grieve  at  the  I'ufferings  or  death  of  one  I 
ilearly  love?  Whoever  could  prove  that  would  prove  too  much, 
and  1 fliouUl  not  be  the  better  for  it;  for  it  woultl  neceflarily  follow, 
that  1 am  not  to  rejoice  at  their  health  and  welfare.  Whoever  is 
infenfiblc  to  the  one  will  be  lb  to  the  other;  and  it  is  on  the  opjxifite 
prisiciple,  that  I now  fliarc  the  joy  you  fc'cl  at  the  recover)',  I will 
not  fay  of  a mother,  but  of  fo  dear  a friend.  I beg,  madam,  you 
will  affurc  her  of  it,  with  my  moll  humble  refi>e<£ls. 

I CXlKel 
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cc  que  i'aurois  bien  lieu  de  craiiulre  de  votre  jugemcnt ; vous  jHirtez 
ce  bandeau  plus  lerrc,  et  moi  j’en  profite  plus  que  tout  autre  ; iit  le 
Icvez  done  a mon  egard,  que  jMur  mieux  envifagcr  les  fentiiuens, 
avec  lefqucls  jc  vous  donne  Ic  bon  foir. 


L E T T R E LXI. 

A LA  M E M £. 

A Babiolr,  i d'Aoi'it,  V.  S.  1751. 

T ’ A I doublcmcnt  rcgrette  votre  lllencc,  madamc,  n’en  fachant 
^ que  trop  la  caufe,  dont  votre  dleve  m’avoit  inltruit,  et,  je  lui 
rends  jultiee,  avec  tout  I'intcrSt,  que  la  plus  vivc  rcconnoiffance  de 
VOS  bontcs  dcvoit  lui  donncr.  II  m’avoit  appris  la  maladic  de 
madame  votre  mere,  par  confequcnt  vos  juftes  allarmes:  je  vous 
alTurerois  auffi  des  miennes,  li  je  ne  vous  cn  croyois  pas  tres  per- 
luadee.  Les  liens  du  fang  ne  font  pas  toujours  les  liens  de  I’amitie  ; 
mais  I’amitic  fondee  fur  un  mcrite,  une  eftime,  une  confiance  re- 
ciproques,  devient  plus  vivc,  ct  plus  tendre,  quand  elle  eft  reflerree 
par  les  bens  du  fang.  C’etoit  bien  votre  cas,  et  comme  vous  fentez 
plus  delicatement  que  toute  autre  tout  ce  que  vous  devez  fentir, 
j’ai  bien  juge  de  votre  douleur,  avant  que  d’en  avoir  ct6  informe  par 
vous  meme,  par  la  dernicre  lettre  dont  vous  m’avez  honorii ; c’eft 
ce  <jui  m’a  empechc  de  vous  (icriix;  plt'itdt.  Vous  eticz  trop  occupee 
jxaur  un  commerce  ordinaire,  et  je  trouve  qu’il  n’y  a ricn  de  plus 
frivole,  de  plus  importun,  et  mtme  de  plus  impertinent,  que 
des  lettres  conlblatoires,  quand  les  chagrins  font  reels.  Elks  ne 
fe  trouvent  placccs,  a mon  avis,  qu’entre  deux  pcifonnes,  dont 
Tune  veut  faire  parade  de  fon  efprit,  et  I’autre  de  fa  dotilcur. 
Me  prouvera-t-on  que  je  ne  dois  pas  m’affliger  des  malhcurs 
ou  de  la  mort  d’une  {xiribnne  que  j’aime  ? Qui  me  prouveroit  ceba 
prouveroit  trop,  ct  meme  je  n’y  gagnerois  rien  ; car  alors,  par  une 
confcquence  neceftidre,  je  ne  dois  pas  jircndre  part  a Icur  plaifir,  Icur 
fante,  ct  Icur  bonheur.  Qui  eft  infenfible  a I'un  le  fera  a I’autrc  ; 
c’eft  fur  le  prindiie  opjwfe,  que  je  partage  adluellement  avec  vous 
la  joye  que  vous  reftentez  de  la  convalefceuce,  je  ne  dis  pas  d’unc 
mere,  mais  d’une  amie  fi  there.  Ayez  aulb  la  bontc,  madamc,  de 
Ten  alfurer  de  ma  part,  avec  mes  ties  humbles  reljicdls. 

I 


J ’attend* 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


■184 

I exiHicl  your  pupil  here  in  a week’s  time,  hut,  as  he  has  lieeii 
your  inipil  but  eight  months,  I expert  to  find  the  edition  ftill  very 
jm}x;rt'cdl,  and  it  is  in  order  to  examine,  revife,  and  correcl  it,  that 
I fend  for  him  for  fix  weeks  or  two  months  at  moft.  At  that  age, 
there  are  commonly  feme  certain  faults,  that  fall  under  the  cog- 
nizance of  authority  only;  mere  frientifitip  can  fooner  reprove  a 
■crime  than  a we;iknefs.  You  are  criminal,  may  very  well  be  faid, 
in  a certain  manner,  between  friends;  but,  you  are  aukivard,  un- 
mannerly, clumjy,  a coxcomb,  can  only  be  told  by  an  unqueftionable 
authority  on  one  fide,  to  an  acknowledged  dependence  on  the  other: 
fo  much  is  the  vanity  of  the  mind  iboner  hurt  than  the  virtue  of  the 
heart.  On  the  fide  of  the  heart,  I trufi,  for  I am  told  fo,  I fiiall 
have  little  to  do  ; but  as  to  outward  appearance,  manners,  attentions, 
and  fome  millions  of  certain  little  nothings,  which,  by  their  number, 
amount  to  an  objctfl,  I doubt  I have  a great  deal  of  work  cut  out. 
The  rocejition,  which  your  protedhon  and  endeavours  have  procured 
him  at  Paris,  has,  I fuppofe,  induced  him  to  think,  cither  that  no- 
thing wanted  altering  for  the  Iretter,  or  at  leaft  that  there  was  no 
neccifity  for  it.  I fliall  fully  convince  him  to  the  contrary,  in  the 
couifc  of  our  interviews,  provided  you  allow  us  time  for  it ; for,  if  I 
may  judge  by  the  llrain  of  his  letters,  when  he  Iregins  talking  of 
y'ou,  and  that  ftrain  l am  ready  enough  to  fall  into,  it  is  more  than 
probable  you  will  Ire  the  chief  topic  of  our  converfation. 

For  thefc  three  months  pad,  I have  been  almoft  conftantly  here, 
where  I have  enjoyed  my  new  gallery  more  than  my  garden,  or  the 
charming  walks  in  the  neighlxrurhotxi,  owing  to  the  badnefs  of  the 
weather.  This  fummer  has  fo  well  mimicked  winter,  that  we 
might  have  miftaken  it,  but  for  the  help  of  the  calendar.  \V;hat 
little  fruit  I have  is  taftelefs ; but,  by  good  luck,  my  pine-apples, 
which  are  faid  to  unite  the  tafte  of  all  fniits,  have  withftood  the 
cold,  as  they  always  keep  a good  fire  at  home.  Notwithftanding 
all  this,  a few  books,  and  a few  friends,  make  time  glide  along 
pretty  comfortably,  and  this  is  all  I alk ; I no  longer  pretend  to 
enjoy  it. 

I frequently  fee  our  friend  Bolingbroke,  but  I fee  him  with  great 
cojicern.  A humor  be  has  long  had  in  his  cheek  proves  to  be 
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^’attends  v'otrc  «ilcve  ki  cn  hviit  jtnirs,  m:iis  comme  il  n’cft  votrc 
tleve  que  de  huii  niois,  Je  m'atteyds  a trouvcr  encore  1 vJition  alFcz 
impai/aife,  et  e’eit  iwur  rexaniiiicr,  la  revoir,  ct  la  coriigcr,  que 
le  t'ais  venir  pour  fix  femaints,  cm  deux  mois,  tout  a»i  plus.  ' A cct 
Age,  il  y a ordinairement  dc  certains  defauts,  dont  la  corrcdlioa  elt 
uniquement  du  relibrt  dc  I'autorite  ; la  fimple  amitie  jjeut  plus  facile- 
ment  reprocher  un  crime  qu’unc  foiblefle.  Fous  etes  criminel,  fe  dit 
fort  bicn,  d'une  certaiiie  fac^ui^  d'amiaami;  mais,  c?o«r  etes  gauche, 
impoli,  maujfade,  ou  fat,  nc  fc  dit,  ct  nc  fc  peut  dire,  que  par  unc 
autorite  decidee  d’un  tale,  a unc  tk'ix;ndance  reconnue  de  I’autre ; 
tant  la  vanito  de  I’efprit  eft  plus  fenfible  que  la  vertu  du  cocur.  Du 
c6te  du  cceur,  je  me  flatte,  car  on  m’en  afllirc,  que  je  n’aurai  pas 
beaucoup  a faire  ; mais  quant  a rexterieur,  aux  manieres,  aux  at- 
tentions, et  quclques  millions  de  certains  petits  riens,  qui  par  leur 
nombre  deviennent  objet,  je  trains  que  j’aurai  bien  de  la  befogne. 
L’accueil  que  votre  protedion,  et  vos  foins  lui  ont  p>rocure  i 
Paris,  lui  atua  fait  accroire,  ou  bicn  quSl  nN  avoit  rien  is.  changer  |»ur 
Ic  mieux,  ou  du  moins  qu’il  n’etoit  point  neccflldrc.  C'cft  d?  quoi 
je  Ic  dd'abuferai  parfaitement  dans  nos  entredens  enfemble,  cn  tas 
•que  %'ous  nous  en  donnier  le  loifir ; car,  vd  le  ton  fur  letjucl  il  cll 
monte  dans  fes  lettres,  fur  votre  fujet,  et  que  e’eft  un  ton,  dont  jc 
prends  fatilcracnt  runifi()n,  vous  avez  toute  la  mine  d’etre  le  prin- 
cipal objet  de  ccs  entretiens. 

Depuis  trois  mois,  jc  fuis  prcfcjuc  toujours  ici,  oil  j’ai  jilus  jou'i  dc 
ma  nouvellc  gallerie  que  tic  inon  jiudin,  ou  dcs  chiirraantcs  prome- 
nades voi  fines,  tant  le  terns  a etc  mauvais.  Get  etc  a fi  bien  contre- 
fait  I’hiver,  que,  fans  le  fecours  du  calendrier,  on  s’y  feroit  tromixi. 
Le  pevi  de  fitiit  que  j'ai  n’a  jx>int  de  gout,  mais  heureufement  mes 
ananas,  qui,  d cc  qu’on  dit,  raffemblent  Ics  gouts  tie  tons  ics 
fruits,  ont  bravd  le  froid,  moyennant  un  bon  feu  qu’iis  tiennent 
chez  cux.  Malgrd  tela,  quclques  litres,  et  quelques  amis,  font 
amler  le  terns  affez  doucement,  et  e’eft  tout  ce  que  je  demande  ; 
je  ne  pretends  plus  en  jouiV. 

Je  vois  fouvent  notre  ami  Bolingbroke,  mais  je  le  vois  avtx;  bien 
du  chagrin.  Unc  humeur  a la  joue,  qu'il  a eue  depuis  longtems, 
s’ert  dernierement  declardc’  cancercufe,  ct  fait  de  grands  progres 
Vo^.  IL  Bb  depuis 
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cancerous,  and  has  made  an  alarming  progrefs  of  late.  Hitherto  it 
is  not  attended  with  pain,  which  is  all  he  wifltes,  for,  as  to  the  reft, 
he  is  refigned.  Truly,  a mind  like  his,  fo  far  fuperior  to  the  gene- 
rality, would  have  well  deferved  that  nature  fliould  have  made  an 
effort  in  his  favour,  as  to  the  body,  and  given  him  an  uncommoa 
fliarc  of  health  and  duration. 


LETTER  LXIL. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  0£t.  7,  O.  S.  1751. 

T Waked  for  the  return  of  your  pupil  and  ambaffador,  to  make 
my  anfwcr  to  your  laft  his  recrcdcntials.  Indeed  I have  put 
it  off  much  longer  than  I intended,  my  health  having  obliged  me 
to  have  recourfe  to  the  Bath  waters,  which  have  fet  me  up, 
as  far  as  my  crazy  and  worn-out  conftitution  would  permit.  The 
joy  1 have  felt  at  your  mother’s  recovery  has  promoted  my  own ; 
for  it  was  very  fincerc,  and  nothing  is  more  falutary  than  joy, 
cljoecially  for  me,  when  you  are  fo  nearly  concerned  in  it. 

1 muft  own  your  little  ambaffador  ftruck  me  prodigioufly  at  firft 
fight,  not  by  his  graceful  appearance,  but  by  his  air  and  manners. 
I cannot  conceive  where  he  had  fiflred  them.  I prefently  fet  about 
rubbing  off  hb  ruft,  and  I believe  you  will  find  I have  not  quite 
loft  my  labor,  though  1 confefs  he  is  very  far  from  being  what  we 
wi(h  him  to  be.  He  holds  himfelf  better,  enters  a room  better, 
does  not  kick  his  feet  about  fo  much,  and  has  broke  himfelf  of 
many  of  thofc  pretty  tricks  he  had  learnt  at  fchool,  and  had  fince 
cultivated  in  the  comiiany  of  the  bears  he  had  the  misfortune  to 
meet  with  in  his  travels.  What  gives  me  fome  hoites  is,  that  he 
is  now  fcnfible  of  what  is  wanting,  and  earneftly  intreats  me  to 
requeft  of  you  to  examine  him  nanuwly,  and  to  tell  him  of  the 
leaf!  thing  you  find  aniifs,  to  make  him,  if  iwffiblc,  a faultlefs 
edition.  I readily  agree  to  his  requeft,  and  I conjure  you  not  to 

fpare 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  ms  FRIENDS.  BOOK  I.  LET.  LXI.  LXII.  187 

depuis  ix;u.  Jufqti’id  cela  nc  lui  a pas  caiifc  ile  clouleitr,  ct  c'cft 
tout  ce  qu'il  dcmandc,  c-ar  pour  le  refte,  il  a pris  fon  parti.  Et^ 
verity  un  cfprit  comme  le  lien,  fi  fort  a«  defliis  clu  commun,  mcritoit 
bien  que  la  nature  cdt  aufli  fait  un  effort  cn  fa  favour,  du  c6te  du 
corps,  et  lui  eitt  donne  une  fante,  et  unc  duree  extraoixlinaires. 


L E T T R E LXII. 

A LA  M £ M E. 

A Londrc*,  cc  7 OA,  V,  S.  1751. 

T’AI  attcndu  Ic  retour  de  votre  eleve,  ct  anibafladeur,  jxjur  fairc 
de  ma  r^ponfe  a votre  demi^re  une  lettre  de  recreance  pour  lui. 
II  eft  vrai  que  j’ai  attendu  bien  plus  longtems  que  je  ne  comptois,  ma 
fame  m’ayant  oblige  d’avoir  recours  aux  eaux  de  Bath,  qui  font  retaJ 
blic,  autant  que  mon  chetif  temperament  git6  le  letir  a permis.  La 
joyc  que  j’ai  fentie  de  la  convalcfcencc  de  madamc  votre  mere,  n’a 
pas  nui  a la  mienne  ; car  elle  etoit  tr«  fincere,  et  il  n’y  a rien  de 
plus  fain  que  la  Joyc,  furtout  pour  moi,  quand  vous  y avez  taut  do 
part. 

Je  vous  I’avouerai,  votre  j)etit  ambaffadeur  a fon  premier  abord 
me  frappa  furieufenicnt,  non  par  les  graces  qui  I’accompagnoient, 
mais  par  fon  air,  ct  fes  manicres.  Je  ne  comprends  pas  encore  ou 
il  les  avoit  p6ch^s.  Je  m’appliquai  d’abord  a le  decrottcr,  ct  je  crois 
que  vous  trouverez  que  je  n’y  ai  pas  mal  r6uffi,  quoique  je  convienne 
qu’U  lui  refte  encore  bien  du  chemin  a fairc,  pour  ctre  ce  que  nous 
voudrions  qu’il  fut.  Il  fe  tient  mieux,  il  fe  prefente  mieux,  il  ne 
fretille  plus  tant  des  pieds,  et  il  s’eft  corrige  de  plufieurs  de  ces  ma- 
nieres  gracieufes  qu’il  avoit  apprifes  a I’ccole,  et  qu’il  avoit  ailtivees 
depuis,  fous  les  foins  des  ours,  qu'il  avoit  eu  lemalheur  de  rcncontrer 
dans  fes  voyages.  Ce  qui  me  donne  tie  I’efperance,  e’eft  qu’il  fent 
a prefent  ce  qui  Ini  manque,  ct  qu’il  me  demande  inftamnient  de 
vous  fupplier  de  vouloir  le  revoir,  et  le  coniger  de  fes  moindres  de- 
fauts,  pour  en  faire,  s’il  fe  peut,  une  edition  parfaite.  Je  fouferis 
volonticrs  a fa  xequfite,  ct  je  vous  conjure  tie  ne  lui  rien  palfer ; 
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fpare  him  ; he  will  not  only  take  it  well  if  you  reprove  or  ridicule 
him,  but  he  will  think  himfelf  obliged  to  you.  He  thinks  of 
you  as  he  ought,  and  confequently  he  is  convinced  you  cannot  but 
form  a right  judgment  of  him.  If,  after  all  the  pains  we  have 
taken,  the  high  iwlilli  IhouUl  be  wanting,  1 know  no  other  way 
than  to  put  him  to  Martin’s «.  He  will  have  the  honor  of  pre- 
fenting  you  two  china  baubles  of  our  own  manufacture  ; be  pleafed, 
madam,  to  accept  them,  not  as  a prefent,  for  they  do  not  dcfeia  e 
that  name,  but  as  a homage.  The  i»pe  is  not  above  accepting  a 
mare,  which  the  king  of  Naples  fends  him  every  year,  though  the 
good  man  does  not  want  one,  or  if  he  did,  could  get  juft  as  good 
in  his  own  dominions  ; birt  he  confiders  it  as  a token  of  that  mo- 
narch’s fidelity  and  fubmiffion  to  the  holy  fee  ; and  yet,  I give  you 
my  word.  Iris  Sicilian  majelly  is  not  more  zealoufty  devoted  to  the 
pope  than  1 am  to  your  ladyfliip. 

Will  you  let  lady  Heiwey  come  home  or  not,  or  docs  flic  chufe 
to  come  away  ? By  her  letters  1 fliould  fufiTCift  her  of  a partiality  ftir 
our^marlhal  « o « : flae  is  eternally  talking  of  him,  flie  is  continu- 
ally going  to  * « »,  and  the  better  to  mafle  her  game,  flic  pretends 
to  be  very  fond  of  his  lady  ; in  fliort,  if  any  thing^  be  wanting,  it 
is  certainly  not  the  will.  1 doubly  long  for  her  return,  for  if  flic 
do  not  come  home,  I flndl  have  no  botly  to  conv'crfe  with  about 
you,  when  your  pupil  is  gone  ; and  yet  1 muft  t;dk  of  you,  were  it 
only  to  the  reeds. 


LETTER  LXlll. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Dec.  30,  O.  S.  1751. 

ELL,  I will  no  longer  be  the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies,  fince, 
' ’ . if  you  were  ixipe,  you  would  not  be  pleafed  with  me,  and  I 
chufe  rather  to  be  your  valfal,  and  pay  .more  frequent  homage. 
1 only  wilh  my  offerings  were  more  worthy  your  acceptance. 

• The  famous  locator  of  the  moft  beautiful  vamiflj  at  Parii. 
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non  feulcment  il  prendra  cn  bonne  part  les  reprimandes,  ou  Ic  ridi- 
rule  que  vous  lui  donnercz,  mais  il  vous  en  faura  grc.  II  jxjnfe  fur 
votre  fujet  comme  il  doit,  et  par  confequent  il  eft  convaincu  que  vous 
ne  pouvez  penfer  que  jurte  fur  Ic  fien.  Si  apres  cela,  malgre  tons 
nos  foins,  le  beau  vernis  lui  manque,  il  n’y  a d’autre  parti  a prendre 
que  de  le  placer  chez  Martin*.  11  aura  I'lionneur dc  vous  prefentcr 
dc  ma  part  deux  babioles  de  porcclaine  tie  la  manufadture  d'id  ; ayez 
la  bontc,  matlamc,  de  les  accepter,  non  pas  comme  un  prefent,  car 
ils  nc  pretendent  jias  I'etre,  mais  comme  une  rodcvance.  Le  faint 
j)dre  acccptc  bien  une  jument,  que  le  roi  tic  Naples  lui  envoye  tons 
les  ans,  quoique  le  Ixjn  homme  n'en  ait  que  faire,  ou,  dn  cas 
de  belbin,  en  trouveroit  d’aufti  Ixinncs  chez  lui ; mais  e’eft  quil  la 
reganlc  comme  une  marque  dc  la  fiddlitc,  ct  de  la  foumiflion  dc  ce 
monarque  au  faint  liege ; et  pourtaut  foyez  pert'uadee  tjue  le  roi 
tics  deux  Siciles  n’ett  pas  plus  zele  papilte,  que  je  nc  vous  fuis  attache. 

Voulez-vous  laifter  retoumcr  madame  d’ilen’cy  ou  non,  ou  di- 
ce qu’elle  ne  veut  pas  s’en  rettnirncr?  Par  fes  lettres,  je  la  foup- 
(jonne  tl’un  arrangement  avec  notre  marechal,  il  n’y  eft  queftion  que 
tie  lui,  elle  eft  a tons  momens  i . . . . ct  |xivir  mieux  cachcr  fon 
jcu,  elle  afache  des  fentimens  d’amitid,  et  d’attachement  jxjur  la 
marechale  ; enfin,  li  qudtpic  chofc  manque  i cct  aiTangement,  ce 
n’eft  iVircmcnt  pas  la  bonne  volonte.  Je  languis  tloublcment  pour 
Itm  retour,  car  ft  elle  ne  revient  pas,  ii  qui  parlerai-je  de  vous,  quand 
votre  eldvc  fera  parti  ? et  il  faut  i»urtant  que  J’ert  park,  fut-ce  aux 
rofeaux. 


L E T T R E LXIII. 

A LA  m£mE. 

A Lotulrcs  cc  50  Dtc.  V,  S.  1751. 

T E nc  veux  done  plus  etre  le  roi  des  deux  Sidles,  puifquc,  li 
^ vous  etiez  pape,  vous  n'en  I'eriez  pas  contentc,  ct  j’aime  mieux 
rclever  de  vous  comme  ferf  par  des  hommages  plus  frequens.  Je 
les  fouhaiterois  feulcment  plus  dignes  dc  vous  etre  prefentes. 
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Arc  not  you  greatly  fliocked,  but  1 am  furc  you  arc,  at  the 
<lrcaiU'iil  deatli  of  ovir  fiiend  lioUngbrokc?  'fhe  remedy  has  haft- 
cned  Ids  death,  agaiull  wliich  there  was  no  remedy,  for  his  cancer 
was  not  topical,  but  uui\  erfal,  aud  hatl  fo  infeilied  the  whole  mafs 
of  his  blood,  as  to  be  incurable.  What  I moll  lament  is,  that  the 
mctliciucs  put  him  to  cxtjuifite  pain ; an  evil  1 dreatl  much  more 
than  death,  both  for  my  friends  and  myfelf.  1 lole  a warm,  an 
amiable,  and  inllruclive  friend.  I faw  him  a fortnight  befre 
his  death,  when  he  dejsended  uixtn  a cure,  and  lb  did  I ; and  he 
•lefired  J woukl  not  tome  any  more  till  he  was  quite  well,  wddeh 
he  expeiRed  w'ould  be  in  ten  or  twelve  days.  The  next  day  the 
great  pains  came  on,  and  never  left  him  till  within  tavo  days  of  his 
death,  during  which  he  lay  infcnfible.  What  a man!  what  exten- 
five  know'letlge  ! what  a memory  ! w'hat  eloquence  ! His  palTions, 
which  Avere  llrong,  were  injurious  to  the  delicacy  of  his  fentiments; 
they  were  apt  to  be  confounded  together,  and  often  w ilfully.  'Fhe 
world  will  do  him  more  jultice  now  than  in  his  life-time. 

I hope,  madam,  your  mother's  perfect  recovery  will  have  contri- 
buted to  comfort  you  for  the  lofs  of  a friend,  who  loved  and  hojiored 
you. 

You  think  of  nothing  now  at  Paris  but  feltivity,  public  enter- 
tainments, fireworks,  in  ihort,  you  are  all  over  fejloons  and  ajiragals^\ 
whereas  here,  we  have  a fuccelTion  of  movunings,  and,  for  thefe 
nine  months,  nothing  is  to  be  feen  but  black  +.  The  duke  de 
Mirejxjix,  who  was  to  have  enlivened  us  a little,  has  dropped  his 
intention.  Various  reafons  are  afligned,  but  no  good  one  given;  I 
believe  he  is  not  forry,  and  I don^  wonder  at  it.  For  my  part 
i have  now  no  caufe  to  be  forry,  for  1 have  done  with  crow'ds  and 
tumultuous  pleafures. 

Your  pupil  fwears  he  frequents  the  bell  of  companies,  that  he 
■endeavours  to  behave  well,  and  that  he  is  even  told  that  he  has 
improved  in  liis  manners,  and  looks  more  graceful  than  he  did. 
Is  that  very  true,  madam  ? He  even  quotes  you  as  one  of  his  puffers, 
which  1 readily  believe,  though  he  may  not  deferve  it ; for,  in 
fiiendlhip,  as  well  as  in  love,  the  Judgment  is  often  the  dupe  of 
Che  heart. 

* Aline  from  Scudery,  a bad  French  poet  ridiculed  by  Boileau, 
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N’6tes-vous  pas  bien  touch^c,  mais  je  fuis  fiir  que  vous  I’&es,  dc 
la  miftrable  mort  de  notre  ami  Bolingbroke  ? Le  rem^e  a avanc6 
fa  mort,  centre  laquelle  il  n’y  avoir  point  de  remede,  car  fon  cancer 
n’etoit  point  ce  qu’on  appelle  topique,  mais  univerfel,  et  tout  fon  fang 
en  etoit  infedtc  incurablement.  Ce  que  je  regrette  le  plus,  e’ett 
que  le  remede  lui  a caufe  des  douleurs  cruelles  ; mal  que  je  crains 
bien  plus,  pour  mes  amis  et  pour  moi-meme,  que  la  mort.  Je 
perds  un  ami  chaud,  aimable,  et  inftru£lif ; je  I’avois  vu  quinze  Jours 
avant  fa  mort,  quand  il  comptoit,  .comme  je  faifois  aufli,  fur  fague- 
rifon,  et  il  me  pria  de  ne  plus  revenir  jufqu’a  ce  qu’elle  fut  com- 
plctte,  a quoi  il  s’attcndoit  cn  dix  ou  douze  jours.  Le  lendcm;iin,  les 
grandes  douleurs  commencerent,  et  ne  Ic  quittcrent  que  deux  jours 
avant  fa  mort,  pendant  Icfquels  il  refta  inlenlible.  Quel  homme! 
Quelle  6tendue  de  connoiflances  ! Quelle  memoire ! Quelle  eloquence ! 
Ses  pallions,  qui  etoient  fortes,  faifoient  tort  a la  ddicatelfc  de  fes 
fentimens,  on  les  confondoit,  et  fouvent  expr^s  : on  lui  rendra  plus 
de  juflite  a prefent,  qu’on  ne  lui  en  a rendu  defon  vivant. 

J’efpere  que  la  parfaite  convalcllcnce  de  madame  votre  m^c  aiura 
contribue  a vous  confoler  de  la  perte  d’un  ami,  qui  vous  aimoit,  et 
qui  vous  honoroit. 

Il  n’eft  queftion  chez  vous  adhiellement  qvie  de  fetes,  jetix,  feux  . 
d’artificcs,  enfin 

Cc  nc  font  que  feftons,  ce  ne  font  qu’aftragalcs », 
an  lieu  que  chez  nous,  les  deuils  fe  fuccedent,  et  depuis  neuf  mois  tout 
eft  noir  t.  Le  due  dc  Mirepoix,  qui  devoir  nous  ^gaycr  un  peu,  par 
fa  fete,  I’a  laiife  tomber.  On  cn  donne  millc  raifons,  et  pas  une 
bonne  ; en  tout  cas,  il  en  eft  bien-aife,  et  je  ne  m’en  etonne  ]X)int. 
Pour  moi,  je  ne  fuis  plus  dans  le  cas  d’en  etre  fiche  ; les  foulcs  et 
les  plaifirs  bruyans  n’etant  plus  de  mon  reftbrt. 

Votre  eleve  me  jure  tiu'il  fretiucnte  los  bonnes  compagnies,  et 
qu'il  tithe  de  fe  fonuer,  et  qu’on  lui  dit  meme  qu’il  a dc  meil- 
leures  manieres,  et  meillcur  air  qu’il  n’avoit : cela  cft-il  bien  vrai, 
matlame  ? 11  vous  cite  meme  jwur  une  de  fes  proncufes,  ce  (]ue  je 
comprends  bitn,  fans  qu’il  le  nitrite ; I’cfprit  etant  en  amitie,  aufli 
bien  qu’en  amour,  fouvent  la  dupe  du  caur. 

f On  account  of  the  death  of  the  late  prince  of  Walci,  father  to  hit  irajefty. 

Nous 
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We  look  \ipon  lady  Hcn'ey  as  having  foifakcn  her  own  amntr}', 
and  being  naturalized  a French  woman.  I regret,  but  do  not 
blame  her,  tor  I know  others  that  wovild  do  the  fame  if  they  could, 
and  would  then  no  longer  write  to  you,  but  would  fry  to  you  by 
word  of  mouth  what  you  have  forbid  me  telling  you  in  writing. 


LETTER  LXIV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

lx)mlon,  April  2,  O,  S,  175a. 

’V7’  OUR  little  boy,  madam,  tells  me  you  arc  angry  with  me. 

That  is  juft  what  I wanted,  only  I wanted  you  to  tell  me  fo 
yourfclf.  Your  anger  is  becoming,  and  your  eluding  is  a comp’i- 
ment.  Bcfidcs,  he  that  can  excite  anger  is  in  no  danger  of  meeting 
with  indifference. 

We  arc  in  pofleffion  of  lady  Ilervey’s  body,  but  without  the  heart 
and  foul,  which  flie  owns  arc  ftill  at  Paris.  She  droops,  Ihe  lan- 
guilhcs,  Ihc  breathes,  it  is  true;  but  flic  fays  flic  lives  no  where  but 
at  P.iris.  I rather  jiity  than  blame  her,  as  I know,  by  exiierience, 
the  difference  between  the  life  flie  led  there,  and  that  flie  leads  here; 
but  1 wilh  flie  hatl  a little  more  philofophy,  to  enable  her  to  make 
the  heft  of  it. 

I fliall  foon  jnit  your  little  boy  to  the  fame  trial,  by  recalling 
bim  from  Pai’is  in  June.  I fee  it  is  with  reluclance  that  he  thinks 
of  coming  away ; but  he  will  have  been  there  fixteen  months,  and 
if,  uritier  your  tuition  and  exarajilc,  he  has  not  improved  in  that 
time,  he  wuuld  not  improve  in  fixteen  years.  He  fw'earsthat  this 
laft  time  of  his  being  at  Paris,  he  has  taken  more  of  the  air  and 
manners  of  the  polite  world.  Is  that  true,  madam?  For  1 miftnift 
his  judgment  too  much  in  thefe  matters,  to  take  liis  word  for  it. 
He  will  vifit  fome  courts  of  Germany,  which  he  has  not  yet  feeii, 
in  his  way  to  Hanover,  where  he  is  to  make  fome  ftay,  and  where 
1 hope  to  procaire  him  Tome  employment,  in  the  department  of 
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Nous  regarclons  myl-idy  Hervey  comme  expatriee,  et  naturalifee 
Franc^oifc.  Je  la  regrette  Cans  Ten  blamer  ; j’en  connois  d’autres 
qui  cii  feroient  autanf,  s’il  en  dtoient  Ics  raaitres,  et  qui  alors  ne 
vous  ecriroient  jilus,  mais  cjui  vous  diroient  en  perfonne  tc  que 
vous  m'avez  dcfcndu  de  vous  dire  par  writ. 


L E T T R E LXIV. 

A LA  III  t M C. 

ALonJre^ce  j Avril,  V,  S.  1751. 

XTOTRE  petit  ganpn,  madamc,  me  mandc  que  vous  fetes  fachfee 
” contre  moi.  Voila  juftement  ce  que  je  voulois ; hormis  que  je 
vou’ois  le  favoir  de  vous-mfeme.  C’eft  que  vous  vous  fichez  avec 
grace,  et  vos  rcproches  font  flatteurs.  D’ailleurs,  qui  jicut  exciter 
la  colfere  peut  fe  ralTurer  centre  I’indifFerence. 

Nous  poflfedons  ici  le  corps  de  my  lady  Hervey,  mais  fans  le  coeur 
ou  TeCprit,  qu’elle  avoue  fetre  encore  4 Paris.  Elle  languit,  elle 
s’ennuye,  elle  refpire  ^ la  verite,  mais  elle  ne  vit,  dit-elle,  qu’i  Paris ; 
Je  la  plains  plus  que  je  ne  la  blime,  fachant  par  experience  tous  Ics 
agrfemens  du  fejour  qu’elle  a quitte,  et  tout  I’ennui  de  celui-ci ; mais 
jc  lui  fouhaitcrois  plus  de  philofopliie,  ix>ur  en  tircr  au  moins  le 
mcilleur  parti. 

Je  mettrai  bientdt  votre  petit  garc?3n  a la  mfeme  tpreuve,  en  le 
retirant  de  Paris  au  mois  de  Jtiin.  Jc  vois  bien  que  c’eft  a contre- 
cocur  qu’il  fe  tlifpofe  a partir ; il  y aura  ete  alors  feize  mois,  et  ft, 
Ibus  vos  ordres,  vos  Coins,  et  votre  exemplc,  il  ne  s’eft  pas  forme 
dans  ce  tcms-la,  11  ne  s’y  formeniit  p;is  en  leizc  ans.  11  me  jure 
qu’a  cette  demiere  reprife  a Paris,  il  a pris  plus  I’air,  et  les  manicres 
de  la  bonne  compagnie.  Cela  leroit-il  vrai,  madame  ? car  je  me  defie 
trap  de  fon  jugement  'fur  cet  article  jxiur  Ten  croire  fur  fa  parole. 
11  prendra  quelques  tours  d’Allemagne,  qu’il  n’a  pas  encore  vucs, 
dans  fon  chemin  d Hanover  ou  il  doit  faire  quelquc  fejour,  et  ou  jc 
comjxe  pouvoir  lui  procurer  quelque  deftination  dans  Ic  d-jpartement 
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foreign  aft'airs.  The  fooner  he  begins  th^  better,  as  in  that  de- 
partment, they,  in  fome  meafnre,  rile  by  rotation,  as  they  do  in  the 
army ; but,  however  that  may  turn  out,  it  will  not  l>e  very  long 
Ircforc  he  returns  to  Paris  to  pay  his  court  to  you,  and  perhaps  in  a 
handfomer  manner,  when  he  is  more  advanced  towards  maturity. 

1 am  very  angry  with  lady  Hervey’s  baggage  that  is  not  come 
yet.  I am  out  of  patience,  for  I long  to  fee  your  china,  merely 
bccatife  it  comes  from  you,  for  I am  no  conmijjeur  in  china ; but  I 
am  enough  of  a connoiffeur  in  friendlhip,  to  fet  a high  value  upon 
every  mark  of  yours,  and  to  retain  the  warmeft  and  moft  refixsifful 
ieiife  of  it  as  long  as  I live. 


LETTER  LXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Loodoii»  May  7,  O.S.  >752* 

1I.OVC  and  refpedt  the  mafter  of  « « » too  much  to  envy  him 
the  happinefs  of  your  company  at  diat  charming  place,  but  I 
wirti  your  choice  .alone  load  inthiced  you  to  go  thither.  Drinking 
milk  means  that  yoti  are  not  well;  I don't  like  that  inference  at  all, 
and  the  lefs  as  I know  you  have  weak  lungs.  Since  I have  ex- 
perienced  what  it  is  to  have  ill  health,  L am  much,  more  anxious  for 
that  of  my  friends  than  I was  formerly.  Thirty  years  ago  I ufed 
»o  fay,  how  is  k poflible  to  be  lick?  Now  I fay,  oh.*  if  I could  but 
find  out  the  fecret  of  lx;ing  well,  I would  not  exchange  it  for  all 
the  fecrets  ui  the  world.  1 fjieak  feelingly,  madam,  at  tliis  very 
time.  For  thede  two  months  part,  1 have  been  troubled  with  deaf— 
nels,  a compldnt  that  pains  the  mkid  more  tlian  the  body,  and  for 
thefe  ten  days,  1 have  been  lame  from  an  unliKky  fall'  from  my 
Itorfe,  and  this  pains  my  Ixxly  more  than  my  mind;  fo  thM,  upon 
the  whole,  your  humble  fervant  is  in  a mighty  pretty  plight.  The 
faculty  boldly  promile  to- fet  all  to  rights  in  a very  Ihoct  time;,  but 
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des  afiaires  dtrang^res.  Le  pliitdt  quHl  debute,  c’cft  le  mieux,  puifq;ic 
dans  ce  departement  li,  on  prend  datte,  en  qiielque  fa»pn,  d’anci- 
ennete,  comme  dans  le  militaire ; mais,  arrive  ce  cjui  pourra,  il  re- 
toumera  avant  qu’il  foil  fort  longtems  a Paris,  pour  tous  y faii-e  fa 
cour,  et  petit-Ctre  avec  plus  d'avantage,  tjuand  il  fera  uu  peu  plus 
tneuri. 

Le  bagage  dc  mylady  Hervey,  qui  n’eft  pas  encore  arrive,  me 
diftip^rc.  Je  langius,  jc  m’impatiente  {lour  votre  procelaine,  bicn 
entendu  paixeijtie  e’en  la  v6tre,  car  je  ne  fuis  nullement  connoifleut, 
mais  je  me  connois  allez  en  amiti^,  jxnir  cherir  toutes  les  manpies 
de  la  v6tre,  et  pour  en  conferver  le  fouvenir  le  plus  tendre  et  le 
plus  refj)e<itucux  tant  que  je  vivrai. 


L E T T R E LXV. 

I 

A LA  M I M £• 

A Lomlrc^,  cc  7 Mai,  V,  S.  i^5S» 

T’AIME  et  je  refix^e  trop  le  maitre  de  . . . pour  lui  envicr  le 
^ bonlreur  de  votre  ftjotir  dans  ce  charmant  endroit,  mais  j’aurois 
voulu  qvre  c^di  et6  uniquement  votre  choix  qui  vous  y edit  envove. 
Prendre  du  lait  veut  dire  que  vous  fctes  malade ; cette  conclufion  me 
dejrlait  infiniment,  et  (Fautant  plus  que  vous  avez  la  ^xitrine  natu^ 
rellcment  delicate.  Depuis  que  j’ai  epmuve  ce  que  e'eft  que  la  mau- 
vaife  f:mte,  je  fuis  bien  plus  fenfible  qu’autrefois  a telle  de  mes  amis. 

Je  dilbis,  il  y a trente  ans,  mais  comment  peut-on  etre  malade? 
je  dis  a-prefent,  ah ! IT  Ton  jwuvoit  trouver  le  fecret  de  ne  I'etrc  pas ! 
je  ne  le  troequerois  pas  centre  tous  les  fecrcts  du  monde.  J’en  parle 
adhrellement,  madame,  avec  connoiflante  de  caufe.  Depuis  ileux 
mois  j’ai  6t6  fourd,  mal  dout  Telprit  fouffie  plus  que  le  corps,  et  d&- 
puis  dix  jours,  j’ai  etc  ellropie  d'une  malheureufe  chirte  quo  j'ai  faite, 
de  cheval,  et  dont  mon  corps  fouffre  plus  que  mon  clprit;  fi  bicii 
•fue,  I’un  portant  I’autre,  votre  tres  humble  ferviteur  elt  dans  une 
tres  jolic  lltuation.  La  faculte  me  promet  hardiment  dc  mcttre 
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if  the  co-operation  of  faith  is  requifite  on  my  part,  I doubt  my  cure 
will  not  be  quite  fo  fpeedy. 

Wliat  a noil’e  here  is,  indeed,  for  a trifle  ! Your  parliament,  as 
you  allow  it  but  a fmall  lhare  in  the  affairs  of  this  world,  wants  to 
be  meddling  with  thofc  of  the  next,  and  to  grant  paffports  for  that 
country,  without  requiring  the  dying  peribn  to  produce  a certificate 
of  health.  Your  prieffs,  on  the  other  hand,  who  claim  this  depart- 
ment as  their  Ible  right,  require  a certificate  of  health,  previous  to 
the  pafliiorts,  that  the  dying  man  may  not  carry  the  infedtion  from 
the  country  he  comes  from,  to  tliat  he  is  going  to;  and  the  court 
feems  to  want — I know  not  what.  I lere  we  let  people  die  as  they 
like,  fo  that  our  dead  never  difturb  the  peace  of  the  living. 


LETTER  LXVI. 
TO  THE  SAME- 


. LonJoa,  June  30,  O.  S.  1752* 

A T laft,  at  laft,  madam,  lady  Herv'ey  has  received  her  parcels, 
* and  I have  received  the  china  you  have  done  me  the  favour  h) 
fend  me.  It  is  charming,  beautiful,  and  beats  our  manufadlure  all 
to  nothing.  I have  lliewn  it  to  the  manager,  who  was  quite  pro- 
voked, and  begged  hard  that  1 would  lend  it  him  for  a few  days 
for  a pmttern.  I could  not  refufe  him,  and  have  befpoke  two  or 
three  of  the  fame  for  ul'e,  for  yours  will  be  of  no  fervice  to  me. 
I will  not  venture  it  in  prophane  hands,  but  it  lhall  be  confecrated 
as  an  offering  to  fricndfliip,  and  fland  in  my  little  room,  which  is 
alre.ady  adorned  with  two  precious  tokens  of  your  kindnefs. 

You  have  made  me  quite  eafy  with  regard  to  your  hcaltlt.  So 
then,  it  is  to  indulge  in  fafety,  that  you  have  taken  to  a milk-diet ; 
this  you  may  call  ftepping  back  to  leap  the  farther.  You  fay  very 
right,  madam,  that  we  muff  indulge  our  appetites  whilft  we  can, 
with  that  motleration  that  is  requifitc  to  make  them  lading.  I am 
grown  a greater  Epicure  than  I ufed  to  be  ; and  as  I have  one  llenfe 
kfs  than  I had,  I make  the  mod  of  the  remaining  ones.'  My  deaf- 
4 nefs 
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bient6t  bon  ordre  ^ tout  cda;  mais  s*il  y faiit  de  ma  part  la  co* 
operation  de  la  foi,  je  doute  fort  que  ma  guraifon  foit  fi  proniptc. 

■ Voila  bien  du  bruit  chez  vous  pour  une  ommelette  au  lard.  Votre 
parlement,  a qui  vous  lailTez  peu  de  part  aux  affaires  de  ce  monde,  vou- 
droit  bien  s’en  dedoramager  fur  celles  de  I’autre,  et  accorder  des  palTe- 
ports,  pour  ce  pajs  la,  fans  obliger  le  mourant.a  prodture  Ion  billet  de 
fant^.  Vos  prtecs,  au  contraire,.qui  s’attribuent  ce  d^partement  ex- 
clufivement,  exigent  un  billet  de  fant^,,prealablement  aux  pafleports, 
pour  que  le  mouraut  ne  communique  pas  la  contagion  du  pais  d’oiL 
U vient,  i celui  oil  il  va,.  et  la  cour  femble  vouloir — ma  foi  je  ne  lais 
quoi.  Ici  nous  laiffbns  moiuir  les  gens  a leur  gout,  moyennant, 
quoi,  nos  niorts.ne  troublent  point  la  paix  des  vivans. 


.1  . 

L E T T R E LXVI.  i..  ; 

A LA  M Lm  £• 

' h'  Loodrc%  cc  30  Juin,  V,  S.  1752* 

A La  fin,  a la  fin,  madame,  mylady  Hervey  a rc<;u  ■ fes  balots, 
et  j’ai  reeju  la  porcelaine  que  vous  avez'bien  voulu  m’envoyer. 
Elle  eft  charmantc,  parfaite,  et  fait  rougir  notre  manufadlure  d'id. . 
Je  I’ai  montree  a I’intendant,  qui  en  a etd  veritablement  picque,  et 
qui  m’a  demand^  en  grace  de  vouloir  bien  la  lui  pr6ter,  pour  quelques. 
Jours,  pour  lui  fervir  de  modde,  ce  que  je  n’ai  pas  pu  lui  refufer,. 
et  d’autant  moins,  que  j’en  ai  commandd  deux  ou  trots  de  mCrac,, 
pom*  m’en  fervir,  puifque  la  v6tre  me  fera  totalement  inutile.  Je- 
ne  la  rifqucrai  point  dans  des  mains  profanes,  et  elle  fera  confacrcc 
comme  une  offrande  4 I’amitie,  dans  ma  petite  chambre,-  qui->  fe 
trouve  d^ja  ornte  par  deux  precietix  tf-moignages  de  votre  fouvenif. 

Vous  m’avez  raflltrc  au  fujet  de  votre  fantc  ; ce  nVft  done  que 
pour  etre  impuncment  gourmande,  que  vous  vous  fetes  mife  au  lair, , 
e’eft  reculer  pour  mieux  fauter.  Vous  avez  raifon,  madame  ; il . 
faut  profiter  de  nos' gouts  pendant  que  notis  le  pouvons,  avec  le 
menagement  nfeceflairc  pour  leur  durec.  Je  fuis  devenu  plus  gour- 
mand qu’i  mon  ordinaire,  et  ayant  adiKllement  un  fens  de  moins, , 
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ncfs  contumes,  and  confeqiiently  my  Qiuiiis  fink.  In  vain  do  1 adt 
the  philofopher,  and  endeavour  to  fupply  my  loTs  by  reading,  walk> 
tug,  and  good  living : at  my  age  we  feet  a ftrange  vacuity,  when 
tve  can  no  ‘longer  enjoy  the  fweets  of  fociety.  In  the  diffipation 
and  tumult  of  youth,  tre  arc  not  fcndble  of  its  full  value ; it  is  at 
my  time  of  life  that  it  becomes  a real,  and  almod:  the  only  bleOlng, 
and  it  is  juft  at  this  time  that  1 fee  myfelf  deprived  of  it.  1 own, 
it  finks  my  fjiirks  exceedingly,  in  fpite  of  all  the  confolations  that 
cither  reafon  or  my  friends  can  offer. 

Your  pupil  is  in  Germany,  taking  a l\u-vey  of  tlie  feveral  courts 
in  the  empire,  in  his  way  to  Hanover.  I do  not  fuppofe  they 
will  give  him  that  fine  vamilh,  which  he  has  not  taken  at  Paris, 
and  ujxKi  which  you  feem  to  lay  fo  little  ftrefs,  but  which  I think 
highly  neceflary  through  life.  He  will  certainly  return  to  the  foun- 
tain head,  where  he  got  the  little  he  has,  :uid  where  alone  he  can 
l»llibly  get  what  is  ftill  wanting  ; I mean,  that  he  will  come  once 
more,  and  pay  liis  court  to  you  at  Paris.  He  is  beholtlen  to  you 
alone,  madam,  for  all  that  is  tolerable  in  him,  and  I can  aifure 
you  l»e  is  very  fenfible  of  it ; and  as  to  my  gratitude,  you  may 
depend  upon  it  for  life. 


LETTER-  LXVU. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Loiuioa,  Aug.  20,  O.  S.  1752. 

T T a deaf  man  could  receive  any  confblation,  you,  madam,  would 
-*■  have  adminiftered  fome  to  me,  by  the  lall  letter  you  have  ho- 
nored me  with.  Tire  flattering  things  you  fay  to  me,  and  the 
liandfome  manner  in  which  you  fay  them,  alTiftcd  by  felf-lovc, 
which  never  fails  to  come  to  our  fuccour  on  thefe  occafions,  might 
very  pollibly  have  foothed  my  mind  : but  the  fenles  are  more  ftub- 
born,  they  realbn  better,  and  know  the  exail  meafure  of  their  own 
extent  and  limits.  1 have  almoft  loft  one  of  them,  and  cannot, 
even  with  your  alliftance,  deceive  myfelf  as  to  that  lofs ; but,  if  you 
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jc  tire  tout  le  psirti  qiie  je  pfuis  de  ceux  qui  me  reftent  : ma  furditi 
continw,  et  par  amfdquent  mon  enmii  aijgmcnte.  J’ai  beau  philtv 
foplter,  et  tichcr  de  m’en  d^lommager  par  la  ledlure,  la  promenade^ 
et  la  table;  il  refte,  a mon  <lge,  un  furieux  vuide,  quand on  ne  jou'it 
plus  des  douceurs  de  1st  Ibd^.  Dans  la  dillipation  et  le  tumulte 
de  la  jeunelie,  on  n’en  connoit  pas  tout  le  prix ; c'eft  a mon  age 
qu’elle  devient  un  veritable,  et  jMefque  le  feul  bien,  et  c’eft  jttfte- 
ment  a cette  heure  que  je  m’en.  vois  ptiv^.  Je  vous  avoue  que  J’en 
fuis  extremement  abbittu,  malgr6  tout  ce  que  ma  raifon,  ou  mes 
amis,  peuvent  m’offrir  de  confolations  fur  ce  fujet. 

Votre  eleve  eft  en  Allemagne,  courant  les  cours  de  I’cmpire,  dans 
foil  chemin  i Hanover.  Je  ne  fuj^xife  point  qu’il  y prenne  ees 
couches  de  vernis,  que  Paris-  n’a  pu  lui  donner,  et  dont  vous  pa- 
roilfez  faire  li  peu  de  cas,  mais  que  Je  crois  tr^  n6ceflaires  dans- 
le  cours  du  monde.  11  retoumera  ftirement  4 la  fource  oil  U a pris 
le  peu  qu’U  a,  et  oii  il  peut  feulement,,  et  exclulivetnent,  prendre 
ce  qui  lui  manque  encore,  e’eft-i-dire.  qu’il  viendra  encore  vous 
6ufc  ia  cour  ^ Paris.  11  vous  eft  uniquement  redevable,  madamc,. 
de  ce  qu’il  a de  pallable  ; il  le  lent  bien,  je  puis  vous  en  alTurer : 
et  pour  ma  rceonnoiflancei  foyez  bien  perfuad^,  qu’clle  ne  finira 
qu’avcc  mes  jours. 


L E T T R E LXVII. 

A LA  M t H E. 

A Looilrtt,  00  Aout,  V.  S.  1750;  . 

S I un  Iburd  pouvoit  avoir  de  la  confolation,  vous  m’en  auricz 
donne,  matlame,.par  la  demiere  lettre  que  vous  m’avcz  fait  I’hon- 
neur  de  m’etrire.  Les  chofes  flatteufes,  que  vous  m’y  elites,  et  les 
graces  avec  lefquelles  vous  les  dites,  aid^cs  de  mon  amour  pcopre,  qur 
ne  manque  Jamais  de  venir  au  fccours  de  ccs  fortes  de  choles,  auroient 
bien  pu  feduire  mon  efprit ; mais  les  fens  Ibnt  bien  plus  opiniitres, 
ils  railbnnent  jdus  jufte,  et  connoilTent  precifement  leur  dtendue,  et 
leurs  homes.  J’en  ai  prcfque  perdu  un,.  et  je  ne  puis,  m£me  avee 
votre  iecours,  me  faire  illulion  la-delTus»  Mais,  li  vous  le  vouliez,, 
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Avould,  you  could  procure  me  fome  alleviation,  by  employing  my 
eyes  and  my  mind  with  the  frequency  and  the  length  of  your  letters, 
which  would  make  me  full  amends  for  what  I have  loft  on  the  fide 
•of  my  hearing. 

I congratulate  you,  madam,  with  all  my  heart,  on  the  dauphin’s 
recovery  *.  Methinks  the  apprehenfions  you  have  been  in,  on  his 
■account,  fliould  introduce  inoculation  into  France.  It  is  univerl'ally 
cftabliftied  in  England  ; not  one  in  a hundred  has  died  of  it,  whereas 
it  is  computed  that  one  out  of  feven  dies  of  the  natural  fmall-ix)x ; 
befides,  nobody  whatever  is  disfigured  by  it.  I know  your  priefls 
oppofe  it,  exclaim  againft  it  as  a deadly  fin,  and  talk  a great  deal  of 
nonfenfe  about  it.  Ours  did  fo  too  at  firft ; but  w'e  have  let  them 
talk  on,  and  have  not  done  the  lefs  for  their  outcry.  And  indeed, 
■on  their  own  principles,  would  not  bleeding  and  taking  of  i>hyfic, 
by  way  of  prevention,  be  equally  criminal  ? If  a tax  were  laid 
tijwn  inoculation,  and  appropriated  to  the  patrimony  of  the  church, 
ril  engage  thofe  gentlemen  would  fjieak  well  of  it.  Do  you,  madam, 
l>oldly  introduce  the  practice,  in  fpite  of  your  fpiritual  guide,  and 
inoculate  your  youngeft  daughter,  for  I would  not  have  her  com- 
plexion fptxied. 


LETTER  LXVIll. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Bilh,  Nov.  II,  I7SS- 

OUR  little  boy  has  certainly,  by  this  time,  paid  lus  refpetfts 
you  Paris,  for  the  third  time.  I did  not  intend  he  Ihould 
go  again  fo  foon;  he  was  to  have  fj>ent  his  winter  at  the  Hague, 
but  he  has  begged  fo  hard,  and  in  lb  moving  a ftrain,  that  1 
would  ]>ermit  him  to  fjtend  at  leaft  jiart  of  this  winter  at  Paris, 
that  I could  not  find  in  my  lieart  to  deny  him  ; and  indeed  I am 
not  forty'  to  fee  him  have  this  inclination  ; which  I confider  as  a 
proof  of  his  good  tafte.  To  bribe  my  confci.t,  he  has  promifed 
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vous  pourriez  m’en  procurer  qudque  declommagement ; ce  fcrottt  ca 
occupant  mes  yeux,  et  jaion  efprit,  par  le  nombre  et  la  Ipngucy^ 
rie  VOS  kttresj  qui  me  recompeiifcroient  bien  de  cp  que  j’ai  peiaiu  dy 
c6te  de  I’ouie. 

Je  vous  felicite  de  tout  mon  cccur,  madame,  dc  la  convalescence 
■dc  moiileigncui'  Ic  daupliin*^.  II  me  femblc  que  I’;ilarme  qvic  la 
France  a cue  de  la  nialadlc,  devroit  introduirc,  chez  vous,  llinotula- 
tion  de  la  petite  vcrole.  Elle  eftgcueralement  dabbe  chez  nous, 
pas  un  de  cent  n’en  eft  mort,  au  lieu  <iue,  de  la  petite  V(^role  naUirclle, 
on  compte  un  de  I'ept ; d'ailleurs,  pciibnne  ablbhunent  n’en  eft  g£itc : 
je  fais  que  vos  pietrcs  s’y  opixilent,  erient  uu  jx-the  mortel,  ctdil'cnt 
bien  des  fottifes  la-dcfllis.  Les  ndtres  ont  d’alxml  fait  la  meme 
chofe,  mais  on  les  a laille  trier,  et  on  n’en  a pas  moins  fait  {X)ur  cela. 
En  effet,  fur  leurs  propres  printi|x;s,  les  faignees,  et  les  purga.- 
tions,  par  precaution,  ne  ibnt-cllcs  pas  egalement  criminelles  ? Si 
on  rnettoit  quelque  taxc  fur  I’inoculation  qui  fut  appropriee  au  pa- 
triraoine  de  reglife,  je  ra’engage  tjue  ces  meffieurs  cn  feroient  I’elogc. 
Introduifez  cette  coutume  hardiment,  madame,  en  depit  de  votre 
diredcur,  et  en  faveur  de  mademoifelle  votre  demiere  fille,  dont  jp 
ne  voudiXMS  pas  que  le  teint  fut  glte. 


L E T T R E LXVIII. 

A LA  M IMB. 

Aux  Bains,  cc  it  Nov.  V.  S.  1752.' 

TTOTRE  jrctit  galopin  vous  aura,  a coup  fur,  deja  fait  fa  cour, 
’ ix)ur  la  troifieme  fois,  ^ Paris.  Jc  ne  comptois  pas  qu’il  y rc- 
toum&t  encore  li  tot ; il  devoit  liivcnicr  a la  Have,  mais  il  m’a  prie  li 
inftamment,  ct  mfime  d\ine  maniere  fi  touchante,  de  vouloir  bien  lui 
permettre  de  palTer  encore  au  moins  une  partie  de  cct  hiver  k Paris, 
que  Je  n’ai  pu  lui  refufer ; et  au  fond,  j’ai  ete  bien-aife  de  lui  voir 
cette  envie,  que  je  conlidere  comme  une  preuve  de  fon  lx)n  godt. 
Pour  obtenir  plus  fadlement  mon  confentement,  il  m’a  profnis  de 
VoL  II.  Dd  travailldr 
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me  to  ftrive  inceffantly,  to  acqviire  thofc  laft  touches  of  high  polilh, 
which  are  fo  neceflary  to  all,  and  which  he  wants  more  than  any 
one ; at  leaft,  it  will  be  his  own  fault  if  he  docs  not  take  them. 
If  he  is  capable  of  improvement  from  the  beft  models,  he  w ill  fee 
yovi  and  your  friends ; if,  in  return,  you  chufe  to  learn  the  ac- 
complilhments  and  gmces  of  the  Germanic  body,  he  muft  be  able 
to  teach  them  you,  having  frequented  the  courts  of  half  a dozen 
eleiftors,  and  about  thrccfcore  princes  of  the  holy  Roman  empire. 
Whatever  you  do,  madam,  I beg  you  will  not  iparc  him ; tell  him 
the  plain  truth  in  the  ftrongert  manner,  flicw  no  indulgence  to 
any  of  his  failings  ; he  will  believe  you  more  than  any  body  clfe, 
and  confeqtiently  will  be  the  better  for  it. 

I'he  fltare,  you  are  pleafed  to  take  in  my  concerns,  obliges  me 
to  fay  fomething  about  my  crazy  health,  which,  otherwife,  would 
not  be  worth  fpeaking  of.  Thele  waters  have  been  of  fome  fers  ice 
to  me : I hear  better  than  1 did  when  I firft  came  hither,  bi« 
not  enough,  as  yet,  to  be  reinftated  as  a member  of  fociety.  I 
hear  nothing  but  what  is  faid  diredlly  to  me,  and  even  there  muft 
be  no  other  noife  in  the  rcx)m,  fo  that  I can  hear  but  in  a tete-a-tit^ 
and,  alas ! I have  done  with  tite-a-tetes.  What  a melancholy 
thing  it  wo\dd  be  if  I did  not  love  reading,  which  frequently  makes 
me  forget,  for  tlte  time,  that  I am  no  longer  fit  for  any  thing  clfe! 
At  all  ages,  we  muft  make  much  of  comfortable  or  pleafing  dehifi- 
fions  ; in  youth,  they  offer  of  their  own  accord,  in  ol<l  age,  we  muft 
fcek,  or  even  make  them ; and  for  all  that,  time  will  hang  heavy 
upon  otir  hands  in  the  decline  of  life.  Left  I fhould  infedl  yoit 
with  ray  languor,  I fltall  bid  you  gcxxl  night,  madam,  without  fo^ 
much  as  telling  you  what  1 am  to  you» 


LETTER  LXLX.. 

TO  THE  SAMtU. 

Ixndoo,  Dec.  1 8,  1 ; j2. 

T ADY  Hetrey  has,  for  thefe  four  months,  had  the  gout  in  both 
^ hands,  wliich  ftie  orders  mine  to  tell  you.  She  is  tired  of  her 
gout,  which,  however,  is  not  painful  now,  but  has  left  fuch  a weak- 
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tr-ivailler  ailiduement  4 acquerir  ces  couches  du  l>eau  vemis,  qui  font 
li  nccelfaires  a tout  le  monde,  et  dont  il  a plus  befoiii  (jue  tout 
autre  ; au  moins  il  nc  tiendra  (ju'a  lui  de  les  prendre.  S’il  pcut  pro- 
liter  des  meilleurs  mtxleles,  il  vous  verra,  et  vos  amis ; li,  en 
ethangc,  vous  fouhaiticz  d'apprendrc  Ic  bon  ton,  Ics  agremens,  et 
les  graces  du  corps  GermaniquC,  il  doit  £trc  cn  etat  dc  vous  les  en- 
feigner,  ayant  frequentc  les  cours  d’unc  dcmi-douzainc  d’cleekeurs,  et 
udne  Ibixant.ainc  de  princes  du  faint  empire  Komain.  Au  relle, 
madame,  je  vous  cn  fupplie,  ne  le  menagez  point,  dites-lui  fortement 
fes  verites,  ne  lui  paflez  rien,  il  vous  en  croira  plus  que  tout  autre, 
et  par  confequent  cn  profitcra  plus. 

L'interct,  que  vous  daignez  prendre  a ce  qui  me  touche,  m’oblige 
de  vous  dire  deux  mots  au  fujet  de  ma  chetive  fante,  qui  d’ailleurs 
ne  vaut  p."is  la  peine  (lu’on  en  parle.  Ces  eaux  m’ont  fait  quelquc 
bicn;  j’entends  mieux  queje  ne  faifois  quand  je  fuis  venu  id,  maispas 
encore  allez  bien  pour  etre  rehabilite  comme  membre  dc  la  fodettl., 
Je  n’entends  que  quand  on  ra’addrefle  la  parole,  et  qu’il  n’y  a pas 
d'autre  bruit,  e'eft-i-dire,  que  je  n’entends  que  dans  les  t6te-a-tetes ; 
et  hilas  ! les  tfete-d-tfites  ne  font  plus  de  mon  reflbrt.  Que  mon  fort 
feroit  trille,  fi  je  n’avois  pas  du  goftt  pour  la  lecture,  qui  me  fait 
fouvent  oublier,  pendant  que  j’y  fuis,  que  je  ne  fuis  plus  bon  a autre 
chofe.  A tout  Ige,  il  faut  cherir  les  illufions  confolantes  ou  agrea- 
bles ; dans  la  jeunefle,  elles  fe  prefentent,  dans  la  vieillelle,  il  les 
faut  chercher,  ovi  meme  en  faire,  et  avec  tout-cela,  I'ennui  en  eft  l’ai>- 
panage.  Pour  nc  vous  pas  communiquer  une  partie  du  mien,  je 
vous  donne  le  bon  foir,  madame,  et  meme  fans  vous  dire  ce  que 
je  vous  fuis. 


L E T T R E LXIX. 

A LA  M E M t* 

A Londres  ce  i8  Dec,  175a. 

r L y a quatre  mois  que  mylady  Hervey  a eu  la  gouttt  aux  deux 
mains,  ce  qu’elle  ordonne  a la  mienne  de  vous  dire ; je  lui  ai 
montre  votre  lettre ; elle  s’impatiente  de  fa  goutte,  qui  ne  la  fait 
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nefs  in  her  hand,  that  fiie  cannot  yet  hold  her  iw;n.  She  dcfircs 
her  belt  compliments  to  you. 

1 am  very  glad  your  boy  is  fomewhat  improved  in  his  air  and 
manners,  but  .1  cannot  conceive  how  he  is  not  much  more  lb,  con- 
fidcring  he  has  been  Icven  years  upon  his  travels  all  over  Europe, 
and  has  really  frequented  the  very  bell  company  in  every  country. 
He  ought,  by  this  time,  to  have  not  only  the  air,  the  politenel's,  the 
attentions,  that  are  abfolutely  necelfary,  but  even  the  higheft  polilh, 
and  all  that  is  mod  engaging  in  the  art  of  pleafing.  Yet  it  is  no 
l\ich  thing,  and  he  is  Hill  far  below  the  mere  neceflary.  How, 
madam,  will  you  reconcile  this  with  that  juft  way  of  thinking,  and 
that  tra<5lable  difiwfition,  you  fuppofe  him  to  have?  How  is  it 
poffible  to  have  a juft  way  of  thinking,  and  not  fee  the  neceffity  of 
pleafing  ; or  a tra(flable  diljxjfition,  and  not  learn  the  means  of  at- 
taming  that  end?  If,  as  you  fay,  and  as  it  is  but  tex)  true,  he  be  not 
thoroughly  convinced  of  the  neceflity  of  pleafing,  when  will  he  be 
fo?  A thoufand  people  have  told  him,  over  and  over,  all  that  can 
Be  faid  about  it;  I have  exhaufted  the  fubjeifl,  in  the  letters  I have . 
writ  to  him  for  thefe  four  years,  but  fome  propofitions  are  fo  felf- 
evident,  that  there  is  no  making  them  jilaincr. 

I am  corrie  home  from  Bath,  juft  as  I went;  I have  no  farther 
hopes,  and  here  am  I fcratched  out  for  ever  from  fociety.  I have 
no  rcfdurce  left,  but  reading  and  refle«5tion,  the  moll  pleafing  of 
which  will  be  the  friendfiiip  you  have  honored  me  with,  and 
the  fentiments  of  efteem  and  gratitude  with  which  I with  you  a 
g(xxl  night. 


LETTER  LXX. 


TO  THE  SANJE. 

LonJon,  Miy  3,  1753. 

A N old  man,  a deaf  man,  a hermit,  could  not  contribute  much  to 
make  Mr.  d’Ennery’s**  fliort  Hay  here  very  agreeable;  it  w’as 
well  for  him'  that  he  had  better  guides,  to  condutfl  him  through  the 

* A !;cntlenun  of  great  merit,  wlio  poflefles  one  of  the  finell  oelleftions  of  medalt  in  Europe, 
and  cauie  over  to  England  to  enrioh  il. 
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pourtant  plus  fouffi  ir  i prefent,  mais  qxii  lui  a affoibli  la  main,  au 
point  qu’elle  nc  i>eut  pas  encore  tenir  la  plume.  Ellc  vous  fait  mille 
complimens. 

Je  luis  bieii-aife  qiie  votre  petit  galopin  aJt  gagne  un  peu  du  eflte 
dc  I’air,  et  ties  maniere.s,  mais  je  ne  comprends  point  comme  qtioi 
il  n’a  p»s  gagrwJ  beaucoup  davantage,  cm  qu’a  jirel'ent  il  y a fept  ans 
qu’il  a cte  dans  tons  les  pais  de  l'Euro|ie,  et  qu’il  y a rccllemcnt  fre- 
quente  tout  ^ qii'il  y a de  mieux.  Il  devroit  adluellemcnt  avoir,  non 
leulcmcnt  I’air,  la  iwliteflc,  ct  les  attentions  neceffaircs,  mais  memc  le 
I-'lus  beau  vernis,  et  tout  ce  qu’il  y a dc  plus  leduifant  dans  I’art  dc 
plaire.  Cc  n’ell  jxjurtaitt  rien  moins  que  cela ; et  il  a encore  un 
furieux  chemin  a t'aire  jxjur  parvenir  auncveiraire..  Comment  com- 
binez-vous  cela,  madame,  avec  refprit  Julie,  ct  la  diKiiite  que  vous 
lui  donnez  ? Un  efprit  i>eut-il  etre  juile,  et  ne  pas  voir  la  nCceffite 
de  plaire  ? Et  peut-il  £trc  docile,  et  n’en  pas  apprendre  les  moyens  ? 
8'il  n’eft  pas  encore,  comme  vous  le  tlites,  et  comme  il  n’ell  que  trop 
vrai,  aflc'Z  jicrliiade  dc  la  necefllte  de  plaire,  qinand  le  fera-t-il  ? Mille 
peribnnes  lui  ont  aflez  dit  tour  ce  qu’on  peut  dire  fur  cc  fujet,  et 
jHii  epuife  cettc  maticrc  dans  les  lettres  que  je  lui  ai  ccrites  depuis 
quatre  ans  ; mais  il  y a des  propofitions  li  evidentes  en  elles-memes, , 
qu-’il  n’y  a pas  moycn  de  les  rendre  plus  claires. 

Je  fuis  revenu  des  Bains,  tout  auili  foiml  (jue  j*y  fuis  aUe;  je  n’ai 
plus  d’eljjcrance,  et  me  void  biffe  jx^ur  toujours  de  la  focide.  11 
ne  me  rclle  done  d’autre  reflburce  que  la  leilure,  et  les  reflexions, 
dont  les  plus  flattcufes  feront  I'amitie  liont  vous  avez  Ixen  voulu 
m’honorcr,  ct  les  fentimens  d’eftime  et  de  reconnoifl'anc  e,  avec  lef- 
queis  je  vous  donne  le  bon  foir. 


L E T T R E LXX. 

A LA  M £ M E. 

A Londres,  cc  3 Mai,  1753. 

T T N vieillard,  vm  fourd,  un  bermitc,  nc  pouvoit  gucres  contri- 
buer  ^ rendre  le  peu  de  fejour  que  monficur  d’Enncry  * a fait 
id  agreablc ; mais  heureufement  pour  lui  il  avoit  dc  meilleurs 

7 giudes. 
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ni:i/c  ol  London.  He  has  Teen  every  thing,  has  been  every  where  ; 
and  wlu-revcr  he  has  been,  they  have  wilhed  to  lee  him  again.  His 
merit,  liis  beliavioiir,  and  the  EngliHa  language,  whidi  he  Ipeaks 
toleraUy  well,  woul<l,  in  lime,  have  procured  him  an  entrance  into 
our  belt  comjxmies;  but  ruch  is  our  genius,  that  it  u oiild  have  been 
a work  of  time,  h.id  notour  many  young  iteople,  who  had  had  die 
pleafure  of  being  aaiuainted  with  him  at  Paris,  jirelcntly  initiated 
liim  into  the  mylleries  of  good  company.  Your  other  diihl,  to 
whom,  indeed,  you  have  been  as  kind  as  if  he  had  really  been  your 
own,  has,  it  is  true,  rather  a genteeler  figute,  and  a better  air  and 
addrd's,  than  he  had  formerly;  but  you  mull  own  too,  that  there  is 
great  room  for  improvement,  aiul  that  he  is  Rill  far  from  being  that 
graceful,  fodable,  amiable  man  1 wifli  him  to  be.  I ho|)e  re- 
lledion,  and  a fanher  intercourl'e  with  the  world,  will  make  him  fo 
in  time.  Nothing  is  more  neceflary,  not  only  in  fociety,  but  to- 
wards the  fuccefs  of  negotiations.  Gotxl  fenfe  and  learning  arc  die 
neceflary  foundations,  but  without  the  graces  they  are  almoll  ul'e- 
Id's : rough  diamonds  are  not  worn,  yet  they  have  their  value,  but 
they  do  no  fliine. 

Now,  matlam,  is  the  feafon  for  Bagatelle  and  Babiole;  in  a few 
days,  I purixife  going  to  the  latter,  to  bury  myfelf,  I will  not  fay 
alive,  for  that  caniKit  be  laid  of  a deaf  man,  but  vegetating.  I lhall 
be  there  in  the  only  company  1 am  not  now  a burden  to,  I mean 
my  cabbages.  As  for  you,  who  have  all  the  requilltes  for  enjoying 
anil  promoting  the  fwcets  of  fodety,  go  to  Bagatelle,  recover  your 
health,  and  forget  your  foiTows.  See  your  friends,  divert  yourfelf, 
and,  as  much  as  you  can,  drive  away  every  painful  and  ufelefs  re- 
tolleclion.  \Ve  are  more  mailers  of  our  feelings,  and  of  our 
palTions,  than  we  generally  imagine;  they  mull,  of  neceflity’,  have 
an  obje«R  ; but,  by  taking  uixm  us  a little,  we  can,  in  a great 
nieafure,  chufe  thole  objects,  and  fubllitutc  agreeable  to  difagreeablc 
ones.  At  leall,  1 praitile  what  I preach;  for,  inllead  of  finking 
under  the  greatell  misfortune  that  could  have  befallen  me,  at  my 
time  of  life,  1 mean  my  deafnefs,  I make  it  my  bufinefs  to  look  out 
for  every  poffible  ;dle\  iation,  and  am  the  readier  to  lay  hold  of 
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grades,  pour  le  labyrinte  cle  Londres.  II  y a tout  vft,  il  a ct6  par- 
tout,  et  partout  oil  U a ete,  on  a fouhaite  de  I’y  re\T)ir.  Son  me- 
jrite,  fes  manias,  et  I’Anglois,  qu’il  park  tres-paflableraent,  lui  au- 
roient  toujours  fray^  le  chemin  a tout  ce  qii'il  a de  bonne  tompagnia 
id  : mais,  faits  comme  nous  le  ibmmes,  il  lui  auroit  fallu  du  terns 
pour  cela,  au  lieu  (jue  le  grand  nombre  de  nos  jeunes  gens,  qui 
avoient  eu  le  plailir  de  le  connoitre  i Haris,  I’ont  initie  d’alwnl  dans 
tons  les  myfteres  de  la  bonne  compagnie. 

Votre  autre  enfant,  pour  le<iuel,  en  verite,  vous  avez  cu  les  m£mcs 
bontes  que  s’il  eut  et6  recllement  le  vAtre,  a,  il  ell  vrai,  la  figure  un 
peu  plus  degagee.  Pair  un  peu  meilleur,  et  les  manicres  un  ix:u  moins 
mauvaifes  qu'autrefois  ; mais  vous  m’avouerez  aufli,  que,  du  ixiint 
oil  il  eft  a(5tuellement,  aux  graces,  au  liant,  a I’aimable,  il  a encore 
un  furieux  chemin  a fa'ire.  J’efpcre  que  la  reflexion,  et  I'lifage  du 
monde,  les  lui  donneront  avec  le  terns.  It  n’y  a rien  de  plus  necef- 
fatre,  non  feulcment  povtr  les  agrbmens  de  la  fociete,  mais  jxnir  le 
fucces  dans  les  negociations.  Le  bon  fens,  et  le  favoir,  font  des- 
fondemens  neceffaires;  mais  fans  les  graces,  ils  deviennent  prefqu’in- 
utiks  : on  ne  porte  pas  ks  diamans  bruts,  la  valeur  y eft  pourtant,, 
mais  e’eft  que  le  luftre  n’y  eft  pas. 

Void,  madame,  la.  Cxilbn  pour  Bagatelle  et  Babiok  ; cn  peu  de 
jours  Je  compte  d’alkr  a ce  dernier  endroit,  m’y  enterrer,  jc  ne  dis 
pas  vif,  car  cela  ne  fc  dit  pas  il’un  founl,  mais  v^getunt.  Jy  ferai 
dans  la  feule  compagnie,  ^ latpiclk  je  ne  I'uLs  pas  a charge  acluelle- 
mcMit,  e’eft-d-dire  mes  choux ; mais  pour  vous,  qui  avez  tout  ce  qu'il 
font  pour  gofiter,  et  pour  donner  les  douceurs  de  la  fociete,  proH- 
tez  de  Bagatelk  pour  le  retabliflement  de  votre  fante,  et  pour  I’oubli 
de  VOS  chagrins.  Voyez-y  vos  amis,  amufe/.-voiu.,  et  banniflez, 
autant  que  vous  k pourrez,  des  fouvenirs  aiilfi  inutiks  que  ddagrea- 
bles.  Nous  fommes,  plus  que  nous  ne  k croyons  gencrakment, 
les  majtres  des  fentimens  de  notre  coeur,  et  des  mouvemens  de  notre 
efprit ; il  kur  faut  niceflau'cment  un  objet,  mais  en  prenant  un  peu 
fur  nous,  nous  pouvons  cn  grande  jiartic  kur  choifir  ces  objets, 
et  en  fubftituer  d'agrbabks  aux  del’agrcabks.  Au  moins  je  prSche 
(fexempk,  puifqu’au  lieu.de  fuccomber  fous  k plus  grand  malheur 
qui  iwuvoit  m’arriver  a.  mon  fige,  la  fnrdite,  je  m’occuix:  a cn  chcr- 

chcE 
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C\*cry  amiifement  that  is  within  my  reach.  That,  matlam,  is  true 
phik)fi)]>hy  ; give  me  leave  to  reccKiimend  it  to  yoti.  ^'ou  'vvillib^ 
fee  lady  I Icrvcy  again ; flie  is  heartily  fick  of  London,  and  longs  .to 
heat  Paris.  I fliall  lament  herabfence,  but  cannot  blame  her  talie; 
it  comes  into  my  fyrtem  of  philofophy.  I know  fome  who  would 
<lo  the  fime,  if  circumftaiKcs  would  j>ermit  them  to  wiih  you  a 
gQOtl  night  at  Bagatelle,  inftead  of  doing  it  here. 


PERMIT,  madam,  your  little  fers'ant,  to  add  a fmall  jioftfcrijrf 
to  this  letter,  to  aflure  you,  that  he  will'  ever  retain  the  llrongeft 
fenfe  of  gratitude,  for  the  kindnefs  you  fliewed  him  during  his  llay 
at  Paris,  and  that  he  is  with  the  moft  refj)e<ilful  attachment 

Yoiu"  moft  obedient  humble  fervaut,  . 

P.  Stanhope. 


LETTER  LXXL 

TO  THE  SAME.  . 

Babiolf,  June  24,  i753< 

OUR  fdcncc  will  not  conceal  you,  madam ; aU  you  do  bears  the 
ftamp  of  friendfhip,  and  elegance  of  tafte,  to  a degree  tliat  muft 
l)etray  you.  I have  actually  before  my  eyes  a proof  of  both.  It  is 
the  fineft  piece  of  Vincennes  china  1 ever  faw  in  my  life;  the  matter, 
the  form,  the  coloring,  in  Ihort,  all  is  perfe£f,  and  could  come  from 
none  but  you.  I beg  you  will  fuppofe  all  I ought  to  fay  upon  the 
occalion,  and,  as  the  Bourgeois  Gentilbomme  fays  ^,*  as  if  I did  not 
know  what  to  fay  to  you. 

1 ■will  confefs  to  you,  as  it  would  certainly  come  round  to  you 
from  other  quarters,  tliat  your  favours  have  made  me  imlifcreet,  and 
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cher  tous  les  dcdommagemens  poffibles,  et  je  me  prcte  d’autant  plus 
a tons  les  amufcmens,  q\ii  font  a ma  portw.  Voila,  madamc,  la  ve- 
ritable philofophic,  jc  voiis  la  recommande.  Vous  revcrrcz  bicntdt 
madame  d’Hervey,  qui  mcurt  d’ennui  ici,  ct  d’envie  {xjur  Paris : jc 
regretterai  fon  abfence,  mais  fans  blamcr  fon  gout ; c'elt  dans  mon 
fylleme  dc  philofophic.  J’en  connois  d’autres  qui  feroient  de  meme, 
ii  les  drconllances  Icur  j>ermcttoient  de  vous  donncr  a Bagatelle  au 
lieu  d’ici  le  Ixm  foir. 


PERMETTEZ,  madame,  a votre  petit  ferviteur  d’ajouter  une 
petite  aportille  a cette  lettre,  pour  vous  afllirer  qu’il  confervera  etemel- 
lement  les  fentimens  de  la  plus  vive  reconnoiflance  dcs  bontes,  que 
vous  lui  avez  temoignees  pendant  fon  fejour  a Paris,  et  (ju’il  eft  avec 
rattachement  le  plus  lefix-iftueux,  v 

Votre  tres-humble  ct  tres-obeiiTant  ferviteur, 

P.  Stanhope. 


LETTRE  LXXI. 

A LA  M I M £• 

A Babiolc,  24juin,  1753* 

"XT’ OTRE  filcnce  ne  vous  cachcra  pas,  madame  ; tout  ce  que  vous 
’ faites  eft  trop  marque  au  coin  de  I’amitie,  et  du  bon  gobt,  pour 
ne  vous  pas  deceler.  J'ai  ailuellement  devant  mes  yeux  une  preuve 
de  rune  et  de  I’autre.  LTeft  la  plus  belle  piece  de  porcelaiiic  dc 
Vincennes  que  j’aye  vu  de  mes  jours  ; le  fond  dc  la  matiere,  la  forme, 
les  couleurs,  enfin  tout  en  eft  parfait,  ct  ne  ix)uvoit  venir  que 
de  votre  part.  Suppofez,  jc  vous  en  fupplic,  tout  cc  cjue  je  devrois 
vous  dire  de  la  mienne,  et  faites  (comme  dit  le  Iwurgeois  gcntil- 
homme  comme  fi  jc  ne  favois  que  vous  dire  la-delTus. 

Jc  vous  avouerai,  puifcpie  vous  le  fauriez  d'ailleurs,  que  vos  fa- 
veurs  ra’ont  rendu  indifcrct,  ct  que  je  vous  ai  joue  un  tom  de  petit 
V o L.  II.  E e maitre, 
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that  I have  played  you  71.  petit  maitre's  trick,  in  the  prefence  of  Mr. 
Franck  and  Mr.  Buchelay,  by  feating  myfelf  between  your  arms  in 
my  boudoir  at  London,  and  at  the  fame  time  hinting  to  them  that 
they  were  yours.  I have  had  the  pleal'ure  of  feeing  thofe  two  gen- 
tlemen, both  in  town  and  here,  but  I was  obliged  to  catch  them 
flying;  for,  as  they  were  determined  to  iee  every  thing,  they  were 
always  ujxjn  the  wing,  fo  that  I have  feen  much  lei's  of  them  than 
I wilhed. 

I fuppofe  you  are  now  at  Bagatelle,  where  you  may  be  laid  to- 
live ; for  this  montli  pall,  I have  been  here,  where  I vegetate  at  bell. 
Bociety,  at  lealt,  returns  you  fome  part  of  the  plealvu-e  you  give 
for  my  part,  I neither  give  nor  receive  any. 


IF  I have  not  a delire  of  pleallng  iri  general,  it  is  your  fault, 
madam,  and  I lay  the  blame  ujwn  you.  The  honor  of  having  been 
acquainted  with  you  has  made  me  too  nice  in  my  talle,  but  1 pro- 
mife  you,  whenever  1 meet  with  perfons  like  you,  my  ambition  to 
pleafe  them  lhall  equal,  if  pofliblc,  the  refpedl  and  gratitude  with 
which  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

MADAM, 

Your  moll  obedient  humble  fers'ant, 

P.  Stanhope. 


LETTER  LXXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BiUoIe,  Sept.  13,  1753. 

J Have  fpared  you  of  late,  madam,  but  you  Hiall  not  efcajje  me, 
and  as  long  as  we  are  both  in  this  worlil,  I lliall  remind  you, 
from  time  to  time,  that  you  have  as  affe£tionate  a friend,  and  as 
ze&lous  a ferv'ant,  in  England,  as  any  you  can  have  in  France;  that 

is 
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mattre,  en  prefence  de  melfieurs  Frances  et  Buchday,  en  me  plapant 
cntrc  VOS  bras  dans  mon  boudoir  a Londres,  leur  donnant  en  meme 
terns  a comprendre  ijue  c'ctoient  les  vdtres.  j’ai  eu  Ic  plailir  de  voir 
CCS  deux  mcllieurs  a Londres  ct  ici,  mais  il  les  falloit  tirer  en  volant ; 
car,  comme  ils  vouloient  abfolument  tout  voir,  ils  doient  toujours  par 
voies  et  par  cbeniins,  de  forte  que  je  les  ai  vus  bien  moins  que  je 
ne  I’aurois  fouhait^. 

Je  fupjx)fe  que  vous  ties  afluellement  4 Bagatelle,  ou  vous  vivez ; 
je  fuis  depuis  un  mois  ici,  oil  je  veg4te  tout  au  plus.  La  focietc  vous 
rend  au  moins  quelques  uns  des  agremens  que  vous  lui  donnez ; pour 
raoi  je  n’y  donuc,  et  je  n’en  re9ois  plus. 


SI  je  n’ai  pas  k dellr  de  plaire  en  general,  c’ell  votre  faute, 
madamc,  et  je  m’en  prends  4 vous.  L’honneur  de  vous  avoir  connue 
m’a  rendu  le  gout  trop  delicat,  mais  je  vous  promets  que  partout  oil  je 
trouverai  des  gens  qui  vous  reffemblent,  mon  delir  de  leur  plaire 
egalera,  s’il  eft  pollible,  le  refpeil  ct  la  rcconnoilTance  avec  lefquels 
j’ai  riionncur  d’etre, 

MADAME, 

Votre  tres-humble  et  tr^s-obdflantfervitcur, 

P.  Stanhope. 


L E T T R E LXXII. 

A LA  M SmC. 

• AB»bk)1r,  cc  13  Sept,  1753.' 

T E vous  ai  menagte  demkrement,  madame,  m»is  vous  ne  m’e- 
^ thapperez  pas,  et  pendant  que  nous  ferons  tous  deux  dans  ce 
monde  ki,  je  vous  ferai  bien  reflbuvenir  de  terns  en  terns,  que  vous 
avez  en  Angleterre  un  ami  aufli  tendre,  et  un  fcrviteur  auffi  zi\h,  que 

E e a vous 
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is  faying  a great  deal,  but  no  more  than  is  true.  Would  you  believe 
that  your  friendfliip  is  become  of  greater  confetiuencc  to  me  than 
c%'cr,  and  that  it  is  owing  to  otir  diilance  from  each  other?  Deafnefs 
is  produ(£live  of  very  odil  cfFc<51s,  and  inverts  the  natural  order  of 
things;  epiftolary  intercourfc  is  the  converfation  of  the  deaf,  and 
the  only  band  of  their  fot  iety.  A friend,  when  prefent,  is  a burden 
to  me,  as  lie  makes  me  doubly  fenfiblc  of  my  misfortune,  which  I 
forget,  in  fome  degree,  whilft  1 am  w'riting  to  him,  or  reading  his 
letters.  For  inftance,  1 ihould  hate  to  fee  you  talk,  whereas  I am 
overjoyed  xa  bear  you  write.  You  will  own,  madam,  this  is  a new- 
kind  of  compliment,  and  the  more  ftrangc  from  me,  as,  not  long 
fince,  my  moft  ardent  wiili,  was,  for  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  once 
more  at  Paris.  1 fully  intended  it,  but  altri  tempi,  altri  cure. 

Your  little  boy  docs  nor  go  to  Venice,  as  I ftatteixtl  myfelf  he 
■would;  1 thought  myfelf  fure,  but  is  any  thing  fure  at  court?  Yes, 
that  they  promife  much,  and  perform  little.  Till  fomething  offers, 
1 have  again  removed"  him ; he  fet  out  lall  week  for  Holland,  and 
from  thence  he  is  to  go  and  iix;nd  tiie  winter  at  the  elefloral  courts 
of  Bonn,  Manheim,  Munich,  Drefden,  &c.  Is  it  to  polifh  him,  you 
■will  afk,  and  to  give  him  the  vamifh  you  fo  much  wilh  him  to  have, 
that  you  fend  him  to  CJermany  ? Intleed  it  is,  madam,  and  I am  per- 
fueded  he  will  be  the  better  for  it..  He  has  not  a jtroper  defirc  of 
plcafing,  he  has  not  the  ncceflary  attentions,  he  docs  not  love  to 
conftrain  himfclf;  he  will  be  comiwllcd  to  it  by  the  German  ftiff- 
nefs,  pride,  and  haughtinefs,  w'hich  is  the  projx;r  antidote  againll 
his  carelcfl'nefs.  Bcfidcs,  there  are  no  Englifli  to  be  met  with  in. 
thofe  courts,  which  is  no  fmall  article  in  tire  account  of  good  breed- 
ing and  ixditenefs.  A propos  of  Englilh,  you  will  foon  have  one  at 
Paris,  that  1 think  a very  promifing  youth;  it  is  the  young  lord 
Bolinglrroke,  nephew  to  our  deceafed  friend,  and,  by  his  talents,  no 
■way  unworthy  to  bear  his  name.  You  will  certaiirly  fee  him  at 
riiotcl  dc  * * * ; and  your  friendlhip  for  his  late  uncle  will  be  a 
more  cffedlual  recommendation  than  any  thing  I could  fay  to  you; 
otherwife  1 would  have  taken  the  lilierty  eameftly  to  beg  you  would 
grant  him,  not  only  j’our  protedlion,  but  your  advice,  and.  even 
your  autliority.  He  is  but  a novice,  but  he  wiflres  to  be  no  longer 

fo; 
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vous  puiffiez  en  avoir  xin  cn  France  ; c’eft  beaucoup  dire,  mais  cela 
c(l  vrai,  Croiriez-vous  bien  qiie  votre  amitie  m’eft  devenue  plus 
intereflante  que  jamais,  ct  cela  par  notre  eloignement  ? La  furdite 
a des  effets  bizarres,  ct  renverfe  I’ordre  naturel  des  chofes  ; le  com- 
merce de  lettres  eft  la  converiation  des  Iburds,  et  I’unique  lien  de  leur 
ibciet^.  Un  ami  prelent  m’accable,  en  me  faiiant  fentir  plus  vivc- 
ment  mon  malheur,  que  j’oublie,  en  quelque  fatjon,  cn  lui  ecrivanf, 
et  en  lifant  fes  lettres.  Par  exempk,  je  ferois  au  d^leljxjir  de  vous 
voir  parler,  au  lieu  que  je  fuis  trop  heureux  de  vous  entendre  ecrire. 
Avouez,  madamc,  voici  un  compliment  tout  nouveau,  et  d’autant 
plus  fingulier  de  ma  part,  qu'il  n'y  a pas  longtems  que  I'objet-  le  plus 
thcr  de  mes  verux  etoit  le  plailir  de  vous  revoir  i Paris ; je  me 
le  proixjfois,  mais  altri  tempi,  altri  cure. 

Votre  petit  garepn  ne  va  pas  a Venife,  comme  je  m’en  etois  flatte; 
je  m'en  croyois  fur,  mais  a la  cour  y a-t-il  quelque  chofe  de  fur?  Oui, 
qu’on  y promet  lx;aucoup  et  qu’on  y tient  peu.  En  attendant  mieux, 
je  I’ai  encore  tranfporte;  il  eft  parti  la  femaine  paflee  pour  la  Ilollande, 
■et  de  la  il  doit  after  hiverner  aux  cours  detftorales  dc  Bonn,  Manheim, 
\funich,  Drcfdc,  See.  Eft-cc  ix)ur  le  decrotter,.  me  direz-vous,  ct 
pour  lui  donner  le  vemis  que  vous  lui  fouhaitez  tant,  que  vous 
I’cnvoyez  cn  Allcmagne  ? Eh  ! oui,  madamc,  et  je  fuis  jicrfuatle 
qu’il  y gagnera.  11  n’a  pas  le  dcfir  dc  plaire  cpi'i!  lui  faudroit,  il  n’a 
pas  les  attentions  neccffaircs,  il  n’aimc  pas  a fe  contraindre ; la  roi- 
deur,  la  hauteur,  et  la  morgue  Germanique  I’y  forceront,  c’eft  le 
contrepoil'on  necclTaire  pour  fa  nonchalance.  Daillcurs,  il  n’y  a ja- 
mais d’Anglois  a ces  cours-la,  cc  qui  eft  un  grand  article  dans  le 
tumpte  des  manieres,  et  de  la  iwlitcfle,  A propos  d'AngloLs,  vous 
cn  aurez  un  bientdt  a Paris,  dont  j’augure  avantageufement ; e'eft 
le  jcune  mylord  Bolingbroke,  neveu  de  feu  notre  ami,  et,  par  les- 
r.dens  que  je  lui  connois,  nullcmcnt  indigne  dc  iwrtcr  fon  nom. 
Vous  le  verrez  furement  a llidtcl  de  . . . . et  votre  amitie  pour  fon  • 
oncle  vous  le  recommandcra  plus  efficacement  que  tout  ce  que  je- 
pourrois  vous  dire.  Sans  cehi,  j’aurois  pris  la  libeite  de  vous  prior 
inftaimmcnt  de  lui  accorder,  non-feulcment  votre  protection,  mais 
VOS  confeils,  ct  votre  autorite  meme.  11  eft  encore  neuf,  mais  il 
ibuhaitc  dene  I’dtre  plus il  veut  fe  former,  et  il  fe  formera.  J’ai  eti- 
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fo;  he  is  defirous  of  improvement,  and  he  will  improve.  I have 
been  in  correfjv)ndence  with  him,  ever  fince  his  uncle’s  death,  aiicl, 

1 do  niTure  you,  his  letters  are  1‘uch  as  would  not  have  been  dif- 
owned  by  our  late  friend,  either  as  to  matter  or  ftyle. 

I have  vegetated  this  whole  year,  without  jdeafures,  and  without  ' 
foiTows;  my  age  and  deafnefs  forbid  the  former;  my  philolbphy, 
or  iierh.aps  my  natural  difjxjlition,  (for  the  one  is  often  millaken  for 
the  other)  fccures  me  from  the  latter.  I go  on,  making  the  moft  I 
can  of  the  fober  amufements  of  gardening,  w alking,  and  readintr; 
and  in  this  manner  / wait  for  death,  without  either  wijhhtg  or  fearing 
/V<’;  till  that  moment  comes,  you  may,  madam,  rank  me  in  the 
number  of  thole  who  are  molt  devoted  to  you.  ' 


LETTER  LXXllI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  No(r.  12,  1753. 

E S,  mad;im,  let  us  fly,  let  us  fly,  nothing  can  be  prettier  or 
more  convenient,  no  matter  with  what  wings.  But  no,  1 
am  not  tor  the  wings  of  time,  any  more  than  you.  Alas  ! we  fly 
but  too  fwiftly  upon  thefe  againlt  our  will.  But  why  not  the  wings 
of  the  winds  ? The  Zephyrs  have  long  had  wings,  Md  I am  much 
miftaken  if  1 have  not  feen,  at  the  comer  of  a map  of  Lajdand, 
the  great  bloated  Boreas  with  enormous  ones ; but  if  it  is  not  the 
fafliion  to  fay  fo,  we  muft  think  no  more  of  thefe.  If  you  are 
fo  difficult  in  your  choice,  w e lliall  abfolutely  have  none  left,  but 
the  \\  ings  ot  love,  which  you  feem  to  have  no  mind  to  ule.  I have 
feardietl  every  where  for  the  wings  of  friendfliip,  thefe  w'ould  have 
fuited  US  to  perfection,  but  flic  has  none,  becaule  flie  is  not  fuppo- 
fed  to  be  fickle.  So,  as  there  are  no  others  to  be  had,  let  us  Ikim 
along  on  the  wings  of  love,  let  us  clap  them  on,  and  apply  them 
to  the  life  ol  friendfhiji.  Dear,  how  pretty  they  are,  how  fwift 
they  go  ! and  tliey  return  as  quick.  The  queftion  is  only  where  to 


* A Unc  of  S.  Evremond. 
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C!\  commerce  de  Icttre  avcc  lui,  dcpuis  la  moit  de  Ton  onclc,  ct  je 
voxjs  alEure  que  celles  que  j'en  ai  re9ues  nc  leroient  pas  dcfavouces 
par  feu  votre  ami,  ni  p;u-  rapjwrt  a la  raatiere,  ni  par  rapixut  an 
ftylt. 

J'ai  vegctc  toute  cette  annee  id,  fans  plailirs,  ct  fans  pdnes  ; 
mon  age  et  ma  furdite  me  dcfcndent  les  premiers ; ma  philofc'phie, 
ou  peut-I:tre  mon  temiKramcnt,  (car  on  s’y  tromix;  fou\  ent)  me  ga- 
rantit  des  dernieres.  Je  tire  toujours  le  meilleur  parti  quo  jc  puis  dcs 
amufemciistranquillesdu  jardinage,  dc  la  promenade,  et  de  la  leChire; 
moycnnant  quoi,  f attends  la  mart,  fans  la  dejirer  ou  la  craindrc^.  Juf- 
qu’k  ce  moment-la,  comptez  moi,  mad;ime,  tfans  le  nombre  de  teux 
qui  vous  font  les  plus  d^voues. 


L E T T R E LXXIIL 

A LA  M E M E. 

A LonJrcs,  ce  12  Novi  1753. 

U I,  madamc,  volons,  volons,  il  n’y  auroit  rien  dc  plus  joli, 
ni  de  plus  commode,  n’importe  avec  quelles  ailcs.  Je  me 
ddlis  iwurtant,  et  je  nc  veux  non  plus  que  vous  les  ailes  tju  terns. 
Helas  ! nous  n’y  volons  deja  que  trop  vite  malgre  nous.  Mais  pour- 
quoi  pas  les  ailes  dcs  vents  > Depuis  tres-longtems,  les  zephyrs  ont 
eu  ties  ailes,  et  je  me  trompe  fort,  li  je  n’ai  pas  vu,  au  coin  d’unc 
carte  de  Laponie,  le  gros  bourfoufle  Bor^e,  tjui  en  avoit  dc  furieu- 
fes ; mais  des  que  cela  ne  fe  dit  pas,  il  n’y  faut  plus  penfer.  Si. 
pourtant  vous  ctes  fi  difllcile  dans  le  choLx,  il  nc  vous  reilera  abfolu- 
ment  que  les  ailes  dc  I’amour,  dont  vous  paroillez  n’avoir  pas  en- 
vie  de  vous  fervir.  J’ai  cherche  parfout  fi  je  pouvois  trouver  des 
ailes  a I’amitie,  q’auroit  dc  juftement  notre  fait ; mais  elle  n’en  a 
pas,  jtareeque  I’amitic  n’eli  pas  cenfee  Utre  volage.  Comme  done  il 
ne  nous  en  rcftc  j>as  d’autres,  fendons  les  airs  fur  les  ailes  de  I’amour; 
prenons-les  a bon  comptc,  et  mettons-les  au  profit  de  I’amitie.  Eh  ! 
qu’ellcs  font  jolies,  qu’cllcs  vont  vke,  il  eft  vrai  qu’elles  reviennent 
I de 
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find  them.  The  ixicts  are  continually  talking  of  them,  as  they 
vould  talk  of  |>oft-chaifcs ; but,  between  you  and  me,  I believe 
(hey  tell  libs,  and  the  more  xs,  svhen  1 confidcr  the  fitccific  gravity 
of  our  bodies,  and  the  fubtlety  of  the  air,  I am  inclined  to  quelfioii 
whether  mcai  have  ever  flown  at  all.  So  I doubt  we  muft  l>e  cotr- 
tent  with  fome  more  fimplc  and  cafy  method,  fuch  as  a magician 
in  our  pay,  a hipixigryph,  car  at  Icaft  Ibme  kind  genius,  w ho  hav- 
ing been  hermetically  imprifoned  in  a little  vial  will  undertake, 
for  the  fake  of  recovering  hi.s  liberty,  to  waft  us  in  a minute,  or  at 
faithcll  in  a minute  and  a Iralf,  wherever  we  chufc  to  go.  How 
m.any  trips  we  Ihould  then  -take  from  Faris  to  I^ondon,  and  fmm 
London  to  Paris,  as  hkewife  from  Bagatelle  to  Babiole,  and  fmm 
Babiole  to  Bagatelle  ! In  my  way  to  Paris,  to  pay  my  court  to  you, 

J would  ftep  to  the  moon,  for  a few  minutes  only,  in  hopes  of  find- 
■ing  my  ears  there,  encouraged  by  the  example  of  Allolpho,  who 
found  there  the  wit  of'  Orlando  +.  Were  I to  find  none  but  Midas’s 
.ears,  I would  feize  ujxin  them,  for  I muft  have  the  pleafure  of 
hearing  you  at  any  rate ; it  is  well  worth  taking  a journey  to  the 
moon.  Scrioully,  madam,  could  not  our  ablx;  find  out  fome  ve- 
hicle of  tltat  kind,  in  all  the  conjuring  books  in  his  library,  parti- 
cylarly  in  Solomon’s  clavicula  J,  or  in  the  refjjedlablc  Hebrew, 
Arabic,  or  cabaliftical  manuferipts  ? If  he  will  help  me  to  fome,  I 
bind  myfelf  by  a vow  to  offer  up  to  him  ( the  ancients  alw'ays  pro- 
rnifed  ibme  offering  to  their  deities  and  their  priefts  to  make  them 
projiitious  ) a night  gown  with  a grey  ground,  flowered  with  the  - 
fineft  rofe  colour,  that  ever  genius,  fyli)h,  or  fairy  wore.  It  is 
their  favonrite  color,  as  well  as  that  of  the  abbe.  At  all  events, 
and  till  we  can  do  better,  I lhall  fend  you  your  things  to-morrow 
by  the  ufual  conveyance ; the  parcel  is  direifted  as  you  ordered,  and 
contains  the  things  you  commiffioned  me  to  buy,  and  likewife  the 
abbe’s  night  gown.  .1  beg,  madam,  you  w ill  give  my  bell  compli- 

**  Lf  itiahU  ktirttux  ( ihc  devil  upon  two  (licit  ) of  I.e  Sage  is  here  alluded  to. 

+ Anollo,  in  the  wittiert  at  well  as  vvildeft  of  all  poems,  his  OrhxJc  Furiiji,  introsluces  king 
A^olpho,  taking  a trip  to  the  muon,  and  rinding  there  whatever  is  toft  upon  earth,  as  for  inftance  the 
loi  ei’s  tears  and  right,  the  time  Ijwiit  in  gaming,  the  vain  purriiiis  of  learned  ignorance,  the  praven 
and  rows  to  hcjvcn,  the  ptwiiilM  of  princes,  &c.  but  efpecially  fmall  bottles  filled  with  com- 
ments 
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<ic  meme ; reftc  done  feulement  i.  favoir  ou  Ics  trouver ; les  .{xietes 
nous  cn  parlent  a tous  tnomens,  comme  Us  parleroient  cles  chailes  dc 
poftes  ; niais,  entre  nous,  je  crois  qu’ils  mentent,  et  d>utant  plus  que, 
quand  jc  confid^re  la  gravite  f|T<kilique  de  nos  corps,  et  la  fuhrilite  de 
I’air,  je  doute  un  pen  fi  jamais  on  a vole.  Je  crains  done  qu'il  laudra 
que  nous  nous  contentions  dequelque  moyenplus  fimplc  etplus  facile, 
comme  d\m  enchanteur  a gages,  tm  hippogriffe,  ou  au  moins  de 
quclque  genie  bienfaifant,  qui  ayant  ete  hennetiquement  emprifonne 
dans  une  petite  phiole  voudra,  pour  regagner  fa  liberte,  nous 
tianfporter  dans  une  minute,  ou  tout  au  plus  dans  une  minute  et 
demie,  la  oil  nous  Ic  voiulrions.  Que  dc  couri'es  nous  ferions  alors 
de  Paris  d Lond res,  ct  dc  Londres  d Paris,  comme  aulli  dc  Bagatelle 
a Babiole,  et  dc  Babiolc  a Bag.atelle ! En  chemin  faifant,  j)onr  vous 
faire  ma  cour  i Paris,  j’irois  pour  quelques  momens  feulement,  a la 
lune,  dans  Pelperance  d’y  trouver  mes  oreillcs,  encourage  par  Texem- 
ple  d’Aftolplie,  qui  y trouva  bien  I’efprit  de  Roland  -f-.  Si  m^c 
je  n’y  trouvois  que  celles  de  Midas,  je  m’en  failirois,  car  U faut  abfolu- 
ment  que  j’aye  le  plaifir  de  vous  entendre,  cela  vaut  bien  un  voyage 
a la  lune.  Serieul'ement  madame,  notre  abbe  ne  pourroit  il  pas 
nous  trouver  quelque  voirure  de  la  forte,  dans  tout  le  giimoire  de 
fa  bibliothd-qqp,  furtout  tlans  la  claricule  de  Salomon  J,  ou  dans  les 
refiieiSfables  manuferits  Hebreux,  et  Arabes,  ile  la  cabale  ? S'ii 
m’en  foumit,  je  fais  vocu  de  lui  offrir  ( les  anciens  promettoient 
toujours  quelque  offrandc  a Icurs  divinites,  et  a leur  pretres,  pour  fe 
les  renilre  propiccs  ) une  robe  de  chambre  a fond  gris,  relev6  tlu 
plus  beau  coulcur  de  rofe,  qu’ait  jamais  jxirte  genic,  fyliihidc,  ou 
fee.  C’eft  leur  couleur  favorite,  auffi  bien  que  dc  I’abbc  : en  tout 
cas,  et  cn  attendant  mieux,  je  vous  enverrai  demain,  par  la  voiturc 
ordinaire,  les  jietites  commilTions  dont  vous  m’avez  fait  I'honneur 
de  me  charger.  Le  parquet  eft  aildrefle  felon  vos  ordres,  et  contient 
aufti  la  robe  de  chambre  de  I’abhe.  Je  vous  fupjilie,  madame,  dc 
lui  vouloir  bien  faire  mes  complimens,  et  de  raftiirer  que,  s’il  nc 

mon  fenfe,  Tuppofed  to  mikc  cp-for  the  dcticieociei-of  thole,  tvho  have  loll  either  the  u'hole,  or 
party  ot*  llicirc. 

X A fabuloui  Ijnok,  much  dlccmct)  in  the  EaAy  anti  arcril>ed  to  king  Sotomoiiy  at  oomainlng 
the  ker  to  all  his  Iccrets,  in  aihrology,  alchemy,  ami  c\'en  the  magic  ail^  that  WiW  prince  being 
thoup;ht  to  have  been  the  king  01  conjurors. 
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mcnfs  to  him,  and  affurc  him  tliat,  if  it  lay  in  my  power,  inftead  of 
a night  gown,  I would  fend  him  a pall,  together  with  a cap  of  a 
deeper  red  than  his  favourite  color. 

1 am  this  moment  arrived  from  Bath,  and  juft  as  deaf,  that  is 
to  fay  as  ftupid  as  I went ; but  in  point  of  general  health,  I am 
better.  My  ftomach  is  in  good  order,  and  my  apjjetite  laitdable, 
tiio ugh  not  to  compare  to  that  of  the  abbe;  that  invulnerable  fto- 
mach is  a gift  of  heaven,  upon  which  I congratulate  him  from  the 
bottom  of  mine;  he  muft  improve  it  to  the  bell  advantage,  that  is 
to  fay,  he  muft  fill  it  well. 

Little  Bolingbrokc,  nephew  to  our  late  friend,  is  at  prefent 
with  me,  and  in  ten  or  twelve  days,  will  h.ave  the  honor  of  being 
with  you.  I have  promifed  him  1 would  recommend  him  to  you, 
and  defire  you  to  alfift  and  protcift  him.  He  has  true  and  folid 
good  fcnle,  real  tafte,  and  knows  a good  deal.  What  he  ftill 
wants,  is  a knowletlge  of  the  world,  and  the  graces,  which  he  is 
determined  to  acquire,  if  poflible ; and  1 dare  fay  it  will  be  {XjHible, 
as  he  ardently  wifhes  to  pleafe,  and  to  improve ; and  it  is  for  that 
purpofe  that  he  intends  to  fpend  a year  or  two  at  Paris,  without  fre- 
quenting his  countrymen. 

But  what  a volume  of  a letter  ! you  are  quite  cxltauftcd,  I perceive 
it.  So  good  night,  madam. 


LETTER  LXXIV. 

TO  TUE  SAME- 

LonJoir,  April  6,  1754. 

O U have  been  very  near  lofing  one  of  your  moil  faithfid 
fervants,  madam,  and  1 Ihould  have  been  forty  for  your  fake, 
as  I know  the  warmth  of  his  friendihip,  anil  of  his  fentiments  to- 
wards you ; but  as  to  himfelf,  1 care  very  little  abinit  it,  now  that 
he  is  fit  for  nothing,  but  is  rather  a burden  to  himfelf  and  others. 
It  was  my  own  felf  who  had  well  nigh  walked  off,  with  a rheu- 
matifm,  or,  as  the  phyficians  called  it,  a flying  gout.  I have 
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tenoit  qu’a  moi,  au  lieu  d’une  robe  ile  chanibrc,  je  liii  cnverrois  uri 
pallium  accompagne  mtJmc  xl'iin  bonnet  d'un  rouge  plus  fooce,  <pie 
i'a  coujeur  favorite. 

J'arrive  des  Bains  id  dans  ce  moment,  et  tout  aufll  fourd,  c’eft-i 
dire  aufTi  b^e,  (jue  i’y  fuis  aJle  ; mais  du  cfitetle  la  butte  cn  general, 
j’y  ai  gagne-  Mon  e'Jlomat:  eft  en  bon  ordrc,  ct  mon  appetit  eft 
loualile,  lins  coraitaraifcut  pourtant  avec  ceux  do  Tablje  ; cct  cftomac 
invtdnefablc  eft  un  don  du  del,  dont  je  Ic  felidtc  du  fottd  d\i 
mien,  il  faut  le  mettre  it  profit,  c‘ell-a-dire  le  bicn  remplir. 

Le  petit  Bolktgliroke,  iieveu  de  feu  notre  .ami,  eft  adlucllement 
avec  moi,  et  en  ilix  ou  douze  jours  aura  nionneur  d'etre  avec  vous. 
Je  lui  ai  promis  de  vous  le  recorum  antler,  et  de  vous  prier  de 
r.Tider,  et  de  le  proteger.  11  a un  bon  fens  jufte  et  folide,  le  gout 
fur,  et  ne  mantiue  pas  tractpiis.  Ce  qui  lui  mantiue  encore,  c’ett 
IHifage  du  montle,  et  les  graces,  tju'd  eft  bien  relblu  tl’acquerir,  fi 
faire  fe  iteut,  et  j’ofe  dire  que  faire  le  pourra,  puisqu'il  cherche  ardem- 
raent  a plaire,  et  u fe  former.  Cell  aufti  jxrur  eela  qu’il  compte  de 
refter  une  aiuiee  ou  deux  a Paris,  fans  y freijuenter  fes  compatriotes. 

Mais  quel  volume  que  cette  lettre  ! vous  n’en  pouvez  plus,  je 
m’cn  appcnjois  ; bon  foir  done,  madame. 


LETTRE  LXXIV. 

A LA  Ml  MI. 


A Londr«,  6 J’AmI,  1754. 

"T  T O U S avez  penfe  pertlre  un  de  vos  plus  fideles  fervdteurs,  ct 
^ j’en  aurois  de  fSiche  pour  ramour  de  vous,  madame,  fur  coramc 
je  le  fuis  de  la  vivacite  de  Ion  nmitie,  et  de  fes  fentimens,  ^ \otrc 
egard  ; mais,  par  rapport  a lui,  je  n’y  prends  que  fort  jxiu  d’interd 
depuis  qu’il  ne  m’eft  plus  bon  a rien,  mais  plutdt  a eliarge.  C’etoit 
precifdment  moi-m^rae,  qui  ai  penfe  trepalTer  d’un  rhumatifmc, 
ou,  felon  les  medecins,  d’une  goutte  voulante.  J’en  ai  gard^  le  lit  un 
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kept  my  bed  a moath,  my  room  two  months,  and  my  houfe  three. 
At  j>ref»'nt,  I have  neither  pain  nor  ficknefs,  but  then  I have  neither 
health  nor  ftrength,  and  cannot  get  comi)letely  well.  I am  willing 
to  flatter  myfelfthat,  from  a certain  fympathy,  which  indeed  cannot 
well  be  defined,  your  forrwvs  have  increafed  my  illnefs,  unknown 
to  us  both.  Whether  I belies'e  it  or  not^  1 have  whifpered  it  to 
fomc  people  here,  who  have  the  honor  of  being  acquainted  with 
you,  on  purpofe  to  give  myfelf  cfmfcqucnce,  and  I really  think 
they  have  fliewn  a greater  regard  for  me  ever  fince.  Madam  de 
Sevign6  foimd  great  relief  from  her  coufin  count  BulTy’s  being  let 
blooil;  you  are  as  good  in  all  refpeits  as  that  lady;  and  except  in  point 
of  wit,  1 am  as  good  as  the  count  Our  friendfliip  is  certainly 
more  fincerc  than  theirs  was  ; why  then  fliould  it  not  produce  the 
fame  effeifls  as  their  confimgumity  ? Friendfliip  is  full  as  good  as 
relationfliip,  but  relationfliip  does  not  always  imply  friendfliip. 

At  laft,  at  latt,  ma<lam,  winter  is  over,  and  fine  weather  is 
coming  on  ; we  may  once  more  fee  Bagatelle  and  Babiole.  Upon 
my  word  this  fevere  winter  had  froze  my  brain  to  fuch  degree,  that 
Lwas  no  kmgei-  a thinking  being  ; it  is  now  far  from  being  entirely 
thawed,  as  you  may  peirerve  by  this  letter,  and  therefoie  I fliall 
conclude  fooner  than  ufual. 


I,  E T T E R LXXV. 

TO  THE,  SAME. 

BiUole,  Oa.  7,  1754. 

OUR  letter,  madam,  has  removed  my  fears,  occafioned  by 
your  filencc.  I was  afraid  you  were  ill ; I was  almoft  as  much 
afraid  you  had  forgot  me  ; and  laftly,  I thought  it  by  no  means  im- 
poflible  but  that,  tired  of  fo  uninterefting  and  trifling  a correfpon- 
ilence  as  mine,  you  might  have  come  to  a refolution  of  drojiping  it. 
The  Icaft  aflliifling  of  thefe  flippofitions  was  full  enough  fo,  for  one 
who  has  ft)  long  bctni  devoted  to  you,  but  devoted  on.  the  only  true 

• A Tcry  vritty,  biit  ftill  more  viia,  FccacU  ikoblemaa,  in  the  lime  of  Lewis  XLV.  His  mci 
moirs  are  very  eatcruining^  vod  his  icturs  cquui  to  tliofc  of  his  cmiUn,  the  celebrated 

madamc  Je  Scvjgoc. 
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mois,  la  chambre  deux,  et  la  mailbn  trois ; je  n’ai  a^r^fent  ni  dou- 
leur,  ni  maladic,  mais  cn  m6me  terns  je  n’ai  ni  fante,  ni  foEce,  et  je 
ne  me  retablis  point.  Je  veux  me  flatter  que,  par  une  certaine  fympa- 
thic,  qu'on  nc  peut  pas  a la  verite  bien  definir,  vos  chagrins  ont 
augmentc  ma  malatlie,  et  ma  maladie  vos  chagrins,  fans  que  nous  le 
fuflions  Tun  ou  I’autre.  En  tout  cas,  que  je  le  croye  ou  non,  je  I'ki 
dit  jTOurtant  4 I'oreille  i quelqucs  perlbnnes  ici,  qui  ont  I’honneur  de 
vous  connoitre,  jMur  me  faire  valoir,  et  efFe(£tivement,  LI  m’a  paru,  , 
qu’ils  m’en  ont  confidere  davantage.  Madame  de  Sevigne  fe  trouva 
extremement  foulag^  d\ine  faignee,  que  fit  fon  coufin  le  comte  de 
BufTy  * ; vous  la  valez  bien  a totis  egards,  et,  d I’efprit  pres,  je  vans 
bien  monfieur  de  Bufly . Notre  amiti<i  eft  certainement  plus  fin- 
cere  que  n’etoit  la  leur  ; pourquoi  done  ne  feroit-elle  pas  les  memes 
cfFcts  que  faifoit  lem  parent^  ? L’amitie  vaut  bien  la  parente,  mais 
la  parente  n’eft  nullement  un  terme  fynonime  pour  I’amitie. 

A la  fin  des  fins,  madame,  voki  l’hi\"er  qui  eft ' fini,  et  le  beau  - 
terns  qui  commence,  nous  pouvons  revoir  Bagatelle  et  Babiole.  Eu 
verit<5,  Ics  rigueurs  de  cet  hiver  m’avoient  glace  la  cervelle,  au  point 
que  je  n’etois  plus  un  etre  penfant ; il  s’en  faut  bien  qu’elle  foil 
encore  tout-ii-fait  degelee,  comme  vous  le  verrez  bien  par  cette- 
kttre,  quo,  pour  cettc  raifon,  je  finirai  plut6t  qu’a  Ibnlinairc. 


L E T T R E LXXV.- 


A LA  M I M E. 


A Babiolc,  ct  a - 

X^OTRE  lettre,  madame,  m’a  ralTure  fur  bien  des  craintes,  que 
’ votre  filence  m’avoit  caufees.  Je  craignois  <jue  vous  ne 
fufliez  malade;  je  craignois  prcfqu’autant  votre -oubli,  et  enfin,  je 
croyois  qu’il  n’etoit  nullement  impoflible  que,  lafle  d’un  commerce 
aufli  iKU  int^reflant  ct  auffi  futile  que  le  mien,  vous  n'eufticz  piis 
le  parti  de  le  laifler  tomber  tout  doncement.  Le  moins  afliigeant  de 
CCS  cas  I’ctoit  bien  afl'cz,  jx)ur  une  perfonne  qui  depuis  li  longtcms 
vous  a etddevouee,  mais  d4vou(5e  fur  les  fculs  vrais  principcs  d’uix: 

tftime, . 
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pi  iiH  ii>les  of  a iKii-maueiit  eftecjii  aiuJ  frieudlliip,  I mean  on  reafon, 
anil  a thorough  knowledge  of  yourwortli.  1 luul  fent  ’you  a letter 
from  Aix-Ja-Chapelle,  and  another  irom  Spa  ® ; but  I fee  they  have 
both  lhared  the  fame  fate  with  the  four  lali  I wrote  to  lady  Henley, 
who  was  tlien  at  Paris,  and  never  received  one  : fo  the  matter  is 
now  cleared  up,  and  tlic  myftery  unravelled  on  both  fides. 

Tlie  waters  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  and  S])a  have  only  patched  up  my 
crazy  budding  for  a while ; for,  not  a fortnight  ago,  I thought  it 
.was  tumbling  down.  My  giddinefs,  and  the  )iains  in  my  ftomach, 
which  are  eithcT  the  caufe  or  the  confcquence  of  it,  for  the  faculty 
have  not  yet  been  able  to  determine  that  point,  ha'e  almoft  demo- 
liflied  me.  All  I feel  now  is  wcaknefs  and  languor.  I believe  your 
very  humble  fervant  is  drawing  near  his  end,  for  all  tlic  dls,  that 
attenil  a more  advanced  age,  are  fallmg  thick  upon  him.  I even 
perceive  that  my  mind  weakens,  as  well  as  ray  body  : it  muft  be  fo 
of  courfe,  as  the  body  has  a great  influence  on  the  mind,  during 
their  union  here  below'.  What  I moft  dread  is,  that  my  liody 
fliould  outlive  my  mind,  and  drag  on  for  years  under  the  humilia- 
ting effects  of  a pally,  which  is  frequently  the  cafe.  Nothing  Ihort 
of  that  will  ever  make  me  ceafe  to  be  your 


LETTER  LXXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Jan.  lo,  1755. 

"^T^OU  judged  rightly,  madam,  that  my  filence  was  involuntary, 
and  that  it  was  owing  to  cruel  neceflity.  For  thefe  fix  months 
l«fl,  it  feeras  as  if  all  the  complaints,  that  ever  attacked  heails,  bad 
joined  to  overjxjwer  mine.  Continual  noifes,  head-ach,  giddinefs, 
and  impenetrable  dcafnefs ; I could  not  ftoop  to  write;  and  even  read- 
ing, the  only  refource  of  the  deaf,  was  jrainful  to  me.  In  this  dif- 
mal  fituation  of  the  material  part,  the  immaterial  came  in  for  a 

• Wliiiher  he  wa*  fem  by  hit  phyficians^  for  hit  rheumatliin,  gMlJiacfs,  and  dcafnefs;  lic 
reived  but  little  benefit  tVooi  tint  expedition. 

Ihare. 
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cftime,  et  d’une  amttie  pcrmanentes,  je  veux  dire  la  railbn,  et  la 
parfaite  connoilBincc  de  ce  que  vons  valez.  J’avois  eu  I’honncur  de 
vous  ^rire  line  lettrc  ifAlx-la-Chapelle,  et  une  autre  de  Spa*,  mais 
je  vois  que  ces  deux  lettres  ont  eu  le  m^me  fort,  que  quatre  autres 
Icttrcs  que  J't-crivis  il  madame  d’Hervey,  qui  etoit  alors  a Paris,  et 
qui  n’en  a requ  pas  une  feule : nous  void  done  tklaircis,  et  nous  void 
aiifli  au  d^mouement  rdcipixKjue. 

l.es  eaux  d’Aix-la-Chajielle  et  de  Spa  n’ont  fait  que  des  repara- 
tions [x;u  disables  a mon  chdif  bdtiment,  puifqull  n’y  apasquinze- 
Jours,  que  je  crus  qu'il  s'cerouloit.  Mes  vertiges,  accompagnes  des 
nuuix  d'eftomac,  qui  cn  font  ou  la  eaufe  ou  la  fuite,  car  la  faculte 
n’a  pu  encore  tl&iiler  la  deflus,  m’ont  arcabld:.  il  ne  m’en  refte  a- 
preient  que  la  foiblelle  et  la  langueur.  Je  crois  que  votre  tres  hum- 
ble ferviteur  tire  vers  I'a  fin,  puifque  tons  les  maux  d’un  ^ge  encore 
plus  avanee  que  le  fien  lui  tombent  cn  foule  fur  Ic  corps.  Je  m'ai>- 
perqois  mfcme  que  mon  efprit  baifle  auffi;.  cela  eft  tout  fimple,  il  faut 
s’y  attendre,  le  corps  ayant  beaucoup  a dire  fur  I’efprit,  pendant  leur 
union  id  bas.  Ce  que  je  crakis  le  plus,  parccque  cela  arrive  fouvent, 
e'eft  que  mon  corps  ne  furvivc  a mon  efprit,  et  ne  traine,  pendant 
quelques  annees,  Ics.cffcts  humilians  d’une  paralyfie.  11  ne  me  faur, 
aflurenicnt,  ricn  moins  que  cela  pour  cefler  d’etre  votre  See. 


L E T T R E I.XXVi. 


A I A U E M I. 


A l.oniirci,  lo  J.uv,  175;. 

\ 7^0 US  aurez  bieil  juge,  madame,  quo  mon  long  lilcnce  n’a  jias 
' etc  volontaire,  mais  tm'unc  dure  ndellite  me  I’a  im|)ofc.  En 
effet,  depuis  fix  mois,  il  femblc  que  tons  les  maux  qui  ont  jamais 
att.iquc  des  tdcs,  fe  font  reunis  j)our  accabler  la  mienne.  Bruits 
perpdtuels,  migraines,  vertiges,  et  fuivlite  impendrable,  je  n’ai  [>u  la 
baifler  ix>ur  ecrire,  et  la  lecture  mcme,  unique  rcllburcc  des  fourds, 
m’a  ete  peniblc.  Dans  cette  trifte  fituation  du  matetiel,  rimmate* 

, rid 
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flinre.  Such  is  tlieir  union.  If  I thought  at  all,  it  was  fo  little 
that  I do  not  remember  it,  and  only  recolledi  that  I wondered  what 
you  would  think,  of  my  filence,  and  was  forry  I could  not  addrefs 
you  on  the  new  year,  I will  not  fay,  with  the  compliments  of  the 
lealbn ; I hate  tlrat  word  when  I am  fpeaking  to  you,  but  with  my 
lincere  \c  ilhes  for  all  that  was  nx)ft  interefting  to  you. 

It  is  very  kind  in  you,  madam,  to  think  fo  much  of  my  mis- 
Ibitunes,  as  to  take  the  trouble  of  inquiring  after  the  means  of  al- 
leviating them.  1 am  i)crfuadcd  the  perfon  you  mean,  who  cures 
ileafnefs,  is  the  al>be  de  St.  Julien,  who  lias  certainly  i)crformed 
great  cures  at  Paris,  but  who  has  exerted  all  his  Ikill  upon  me  to  no 
manner  of  puiqjofc.  Two  years  ago,  I fent  him  an  exaiR  account 
of  ray  cafe,  he  lludied  it,  anfwered  all  the  artidcs  one  by  one,  and 
not  only  lent  his  prcfcriiTtions  in  writing,  but  the  very  medicines 
themfelves,  wlrich  I fcTupuloully  tcx)k;  but  my  ditbrder  proved 
Itronger  than  he  or  his  medicines.  I have  confulted  all  the  moll: 
noted  phylldans  in  Euroixy  but  with  no  better  fucxefs ; and  the 
obrtinacy  of  a hereditary  deafnefs,  which  is  now  inveterate,  has 
baffled  all  their  efforts.  I muff  have  patience,  it  is  the  only  remedy 
1 have  left ; a fad  one  indeed,  and  one  that  docs  not  cure,  but  miti- 
gates, in  fome  meafurc,  the  evils  it  cannot  remove.  I do  not  act 
the  Stoic  philolbpher;  1 feel  my  fufferings,  and  I ackntrwledge  them 
to  be  an  evil,  but,  at  tire  fame  time,  I knowy  by  experience,  that  wc 
can  take  upon  us  much  more  than  is  generally  imagined.  If  we 
be  but  willing,  wc  are  able  to  help  ourfelves  to  a certain  degree.  I 
-leek  every  tiring  that  can  amufe  me,  and  divert  the  gloomy  rc- 
fle<Rions,  which  my  misfortune  would  otherwife  fuggeft.  1 partake 
■of  the  fmallcll  amufements  ; 1 endeavour  to  magnify  them,  and  to 
make  them  appear  coirfiderable.  Hy  this  means,  and  with  the  help 
■of  a chcarful  dil'ixrfuion,  I ftill  make  flrift  to  keep  off  melancholy. 
1 -divert  myfelf  but  little,  but  then  1 do  not  affliiS  myfelf  overmuch. 
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riel  y a ete  pour  fa  part ; telle  eft  leur  union.  Si  j’ai  |ienle  du  tout, 
c;’a  ft  lieu,  que  jc  ue  m’en  reflbuviens  pas,  et  je  me  rappelle  leulc- 
ment  que  j’ai  i>enfe  ice  que  vous  penferiez  de  mon  lilence,  et  au  regret 
quo  J’avois  de  ne  ixnivoir  jias  vous  prevenir  au  renouvellement  de 
cette  annec,  je  ne  dis  p.as,  par  les  complimens  de  la  faifon,  ce  terme  li 
me  cho<iuc  vis-i-vis  dc  vous,  mais  par  les  veeux  finceres  que  je 
formois,  par  tout  ce  qui  pouvoit  vous  interefler  le  plus. 

Vous  av'e-/,  bien  dc  la  Ixmt^,  madame,  de  longer  aftez  i mes 
malheurs,  pour  vous  donner  la  peine  de  votis  informer  des  moyens 
de  les  addoudr.  Je  fuis  perfuadd  que  le  mededn  dcs  fcnirds,  dont 
vous  parlez,  eft  I’abbd  de  St.  Julien,  qui  a certainement  f:iit  de 
grandes  cures  i Paris,  mais  qui  a trds-inutilement  employe  tout  fi)n 
favoir  faire  fur  moi.  11  y a deux  ans  que  je  lui  ai  ensxiye  mon  cas 
trds-cxa£lement  dctaille ; il  I’a  dtudid,  il  y a rdponchi  article  jxjur 
article,  et  il  m’a  non  feulenrent  envoye  fes  ordonnances  par  dcrit,  mais 
mdme  fes  remedes  en  dpcces  que  j’ai  pris  fcrupuleufement ; mais 
mon  mal  a dtd  plus  fort  que  lui  et  fes  rcmidcs.  j’ai  confiUtd,  de  plus, 
tous  les  plus  cdldbres  mtdecins  dc  I’Europe,  mais  avee  le  racrae  fuevds, 
et  I’opiniitrcte  (Tune  ftirditd  hcreditaire,  et  i-prefent  invetcrce,  a re- 
fiftd  i tous  leurs  efforts.  Il  faut  done  prendre  patience,  e’en  le  feul 
remede  qui  me  rcftc  ; trifte  rcmwle,  i la  veritc,  ct  qui  nc  guerit 
point,  mais  qui  mitige  un  peu  les  maux,  qu’clle  ne  jteut  pas  guc- 
rir.  Jc  ne  fais  pas  le  philofophe  ftoicien ; je  fens  mon  mal,  et  je 
conviens  que  e'en  eft  un,  mais  cn  meme  terns  je  fens  par  experience 
qti'on  pent  prendre  licaucoup  plus  fur  moi-mtme,  qu’on  nc  ennt  gt- 
neralcmcnt.  En  voulant  s'.iiiler,  on  s’aide  a un  certain  ixrint;  je 
chcrdic  tout  ce  qui  pent  m’amufer,  ct  faire  diverfion  aux  triftes  re- 
flexions, que  mon  malheur  autrement  m’infpircroit.  Je  me  jircte  aux 
moindres  amufemens  ; je  t;\che  tie  les  groflir,  et  tl’cir  faire  objet, 
moyennant  quoi,  ct  avee  le  fecours  d’un  temperamment  naturelle- 
ment  gai,  je  fuis  encore  i I'abri  de  la  melancholie ; je  ne  me  divertis 
gui}re>,  mais  aulfi  je  ne  m'attriftc  jxtint. 
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LETTER  LXXVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Bibiolc,  Aug.  It,  I75J. 

T Never  reckoned  you,  madam,  in  the  number  of  thofe  vulgar 
grandmothers,  who  fliew  their  Ration  by  their  wrinkles  and  their 
ill-temper.  On  the  contrary,  I have  always  taken  it  for  granted, 
that  under  that  charadler,  you  would  liave  the  fame  exclufive  privi- 
leges as  you  have  in  all  others;  nor  have  I been,  miftaken:  you 
grow  younger,  you  are  grown  plump,  in  a word,  you  adorn  tlie  dig- 
nity of  grandmother,  wliidi  is  not  always  fo  favourable  to  other 
ladies.  You  took  your  meafurcs  very  well,  when  you  contrived  to 
bring  a fecond  daughter  into  the  world,  to  fupply  the  place  of  the 
firlt,  and  to  furniflr  you  with  a fucceflion  of  thofe  pleafing  employ- 
ments, which  maternal  fondnefs  bellows  on  the  education  of  a child- 
I doubt  not  but  you  w'ill  go  on  in  the  fame  method,  and  I expedl,. 
that  ten  years  hence,  you  will  again  notify  the  birth  of  a tltird,  who 
will  come  to  replace  the  leconch 

You  want  me  to  tell  you  how  I Ipend  my  time  at  Babiol'e,.  Par- 
don me,  madam ; I really  w ill  not,  for  it  wovdd  be  the  ready  w ay  to 
make  you  change  the  place  of  your  exile.  I woidd  rather  fend  you 
the  fineft  defcription  in  the  world  of  it,  to  induce  you  to  come,  and 
then,  when  you  was  undeceived  by  cxix:rience,  it  would  lie  too  late 
to  recede.  We  are  told,  this  is  the  way  that  the  men  often  deal 
with  women;  but  can  that  be  true?  I will  not  believe  it.  What 
you  fay  altout  lady  Hervey’s  frequent  joumics  is  too  true,  and  too 
fenfible,  to  leave  me  the  leaf!  hojie  of  feeing  you  at  Babiole.  I believe 
you  woiUd  fooner  confent  to  grow  old,  than  to  ramble  about  as  flic 
does.  I would  chule  once  for  all,  and  fettle  in  the  country  1 liked 
belt.  To  be  at  eafe,  one  mult  be  at  home  ; and  it  is  having  no 
home,  to  be  always  encamping  and  decamping  like  the  Tartars. 

You  defire  me,  madam,  to  give  you  an  account  of  your  quondam 
Icx)t-boy,  w'ho  has  not,  I alTure  you,  forgot  how'  much  he  is  indebted 
5 “ 
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A I A M £ M Z. 

A B^blolc,  31  d'Aout,  1755. 

T E ne  vom  ai  jamais  comptdc,  madamc,  du  nombre  dc  ccs  graiul- 
meres  vulgaires,  qui  annoncent  leur  ^tat  par  leurs  rides,  et  Icur 
mauvaife  humeur.  Au  contraire,  j’ai  toujours  luppole  que  vous  aii- 
riez  dans  ce  caradt^re  les  privileges  exdufifs,  que  \X)us  avcz  dans  tou.s 
les  autrcs.  Je  ne  m’y  fuis  ix)int  tromjTe ; vous  rajcuiiiflez,  vous  pro- 
nez  de  I’embonpoint,  ct  cnfin,  vous  orncz  la  tlignite  de  grand- 
mdre,  qui  de  terns  en  terns  depare  un  peu  les  autres.  Vous  avez 
aulfi  bien  pris  vos  mcfures,  et  m6me  dc  loin,  en  faifant  mademoilellc 
la  fccondc,  prccifdment  dans  Ic  temps  qu’il  falloit,  pour  qu’elle 
rcmplaqit  mademoifclle  la  premiere,  et  qu’elle  vous  procurit  cette 
I'ucceflion  d’occupations  agreables,  que  I’amour  matemel  trouve 
dans  les  foins,  et  dans  I’education  d’un  enfant.  Je  ne  doute  j>as  que 
vous  ne  continuiez  encore  lur  ce  ton-la,  et  Je  m’attens  qu'en  dix  ans 
d’ici,  vous  me  ferez  encore  la  notification  d’une  troifieme  maderaoi- 
felle,  pour  remplacer  a fon  tour  la  feconde. 

Vous  voulez  que  Je  vous  ddtaille  la  vie  que  Je  mene  il  Babiole^ 
vous  me  pardonnerez,  madame,  maisje  n’en  ferai  rien,  puifque  ce 
feroit  le  moyen  de  vous  faire  changer  le  lieu  de  votre  exil.  Je  vous 
en  ferois  pKitdt  la  plus  belle  defcription  du  monde,  pour  vous  y atti- 
rer,  et  puis,  quand  vous  en  feriez  ddlabufee  par  experience,  il  feroit 
trop  tard  pour  rcculer.  V'oila  comme  on  prdtend  que  les  hommes 
agiflent  fouvent  vis-a-vis  dcs  femmes,  mais  cela  feroit-il  pofiible  ? Je 
ne  veux  pas  le  croire.  Ce  que  vous  me  ditcs  au  fujet  des  fre- 
quens  voyages  de  mylady  Hervcy,  eft  trop  vrai,  ct  trop  fcnfd  pour  me 
lailTcr  la  moindre  efjicrance  dc  vous  voir  a Babiole.  Je  crois  que 
vous  confcntiricz  plut6t  a vieillir,  qu'a  battrc  la  campagne  comme  elle 
fait.  J’opterois,  tine  fois  jxnir  toutes,  et  Je  me  fixcrois  dans  le  pais 
qvii  me  plairoit  le  plus  : pour  etre  a fon  aii’e,  il  faut  etre  chcz  foi,  et 
on  n’a  plus  de  chez  foi,  (juand  on  camix:  et  decampe  comme  les 
Tartares. 

Vous  voulez,  madamc,  que  Je  vous  rcnde  compte  de  votre  pefit 
galopin  de  Jadis,  qui  n’a  pas,  je  puis  vous  afliirer,  oubli^  ce  qu’il 
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you.  He  thinks  and  talks  of  it  as  he  ought,  and  it  is  not  his  fault, 
but  mine,  if  I have  not  delivered  the  compliments  he  has  often  de- 
fired  me  to  prefent  to  you.  He  ftudies,  he  applies,  he  informs  liim- 
fclf:  in  that  refjieft  all  is  well;  he  neither  games  nor  drinks,  and  as 
for  the  reft,  I neither  ought  nor  will  know  any  thing. 

It  is  rumoured  heie,  as  well  as  m France,  that  our  two  kings  have 
taken  it  into  their  heads,  Ihortly  to  declare  us  enemies;  but  I dodare 
to  them  by  thefe  prefents,  that  they  may  do  as  they  plcal'c,  but  that 
I will  fooncr  run  the  rifque  of  being  guilty  of  high  treafon,  than 
not  be  devoted  to  you  as  long  as  1 live. 


LETTER  LXXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Drc.  25,  1755. 

T>  Y no  means,  madam,  will  I addrefs  you  with  the  threadbare  com- 
pliments  of  the  fe-afon,  which  the  falfliood  of  the  heart  has 
long  made  fufpkious,  and  the  proftitution  of  politenefs  has  debafed. 
A happy  new  year  to  you,  then,  and  there’s  an  end  of  it.  I cannot, 
however,  forbear  aftiiring  you  of  my  w ifties  for  your  he.alth,  and  I 
am  fure  that  is  all  you  can  want.  My  own  ills  have  foftened  my 
heart  vipon  this  fcore,  and  I can  hardly  conceive  there  can  be  any 
other  evils  than  ill  health  and  deafnefs.  Methinks  natural  evil 
foftens  as  much  as  moral  evil  hardens  the  heart.  I never  give  now 
to  the  poor  who  look  healthy,  I envy  them  too  much,  but  I min 
myfelf  in  medicines  and  alms  for  the  lick.  It  is  a bricok  of  felf- 
lovc,  I confefs ; but  it  is  human  nature,  and  that  fame  fclf-love  produces 
good  as  well  as  bad  effcifts.  Since  the  laft  letter  I wrote  to  you,  I 
have  not  had  a day’s  health.  Paintings,  giddinefs,  pains  in  my 
ftomach,  vapors,  all  take  it  by  tewns,  and  fometimes  attack  -me  in  a 
body,  and  almoft  overpower  me.  In  fliort,  I am  vifibly  declining, 
and,  0/  I am  much  miftaken,  you  will  foon  have  one  very  faithful 
ferva  it  Ids  than  you  have  now.  A mind,  united  to  fuch  a body, 
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vous  doit.  J1  y penfc,  il  en  park  comme  il  doit,  et  c’eft  ma  fautc, 
et  non  la  fienue,  li  jc  nc  me  fuis  i>a$  acqiiittd-  cks  tomplimens,  qu’il  m'a 
fouvent  prie  de  vous  faiic  dc  fa  pait.  Il  ctvidie,  il  s'applique,  il  s’in- 
formc ; a cet  dgard-la  tout  va  bien  : il  ne  joue,  ni  ne  boit,  ct  pour 
Ic  rede,  je  dois,  et  je  ve«x  I’igiKHW. 

Il  court  un  bruit  id,  comme  chez  vous,  que  nos  deux  rois  fe  font 
mis  dans  I’cfprit  de  nous  declarer  bientot  ennemis,  mais  jc  leur 
declare  parces  prefentes,  qu’ils  auront  beau  faire,  ct  queje  rifqucrai 
plvltbt  Ic  crime  de  leze  majefte,  que  celui  <lc  nc  vous  etre  pas  devoud 
taut  que  jc  vivrai. 


L E T T R E LXXVIIL 

A LA 

A Loodret,  cc  25  Dec. 

T E n’ai  garde,  madame,  de  vous  faire  les  complimens  ufes  de  la 
^ faifon,  que  la  faulTete  du  coeura  depuis  longtems  rendu  fufj>e<Sls, 
ct  qu’une  politefle  proftiruce  a avilis.  Bon  jour,  bon  an  done,  ct  voila 
qui  eft  fait.  Je  ne  puis  pourtant  pas  m’emikcher  de  vous  aflurer  de* 
veeux  que  je  fais  pour  votre  fantc ; aufli  bien  c’eft  tout  ce  qui  pent 
vous  manquer.  Mes  propres  maux  m’ont  attendri  fur  cc  fujet,  et  d 
I^cine  puis-je  comprendre  qu’il  y en  ait  d’autres  que  la  mauvaife  fantc, 
et  la  llirdite.  ' Il  me  femble  que  le  mal  phyfique  attendrit,  autant  que 
le  mal  moral  endurdt  le  coeur.  Je  ne  donne  plus  aux  pauvres, 
qui  paroilTent  fe  bien  porter,  je  les  envic  trop ; mais  je  me  ruine  en 
medednes,  et  en  aumdnes  pour  les  malades.  Cc-Ib  une  bricole  de 
I’amour  propre,  il  eft  \Tai,  mais  e’eft  Hntmanitd,  ct  auffi  cet  amour 
propre  produit  de  bons  comme  de  mauvais  effets.  Depuis  la  derniere 
lettre  que  j’ai  eu  I’honneur  de  tous  ccrirc,  jc  n’ai  pas  pafle  un  feul 
jour  cn  lante.  *Les  foiblefles,  les  vcitiges,  les  maux  d’cfttimac,  les 
abbatemens,  fe  relcvent  tour-a-tour,  ct  fouvent  s’uniflent  pour  m’ac- 
cabler.  Enfin,  je  deperfe  il  yue  (F<ril,  et  bientAt,  ou  je  me  trompe, 
vuus  aurez  un  tres-fidele  ferviteur  de  moins.  Un  cfprit  uni  a un  teli 
X corps. 
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(and  unfottunatcly  that  union  is  a very  intimate  one)  muft  not  tliink 
of  amufing  you,  but  muft  expedt  to  tire  you,  if  he  did  not  hafteii 
to  bid  you  good  night. 


LETTER  LXXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Lltilc  Chartrtyfit  June 

I '‘he  late  Babiole,  madam,  prefents  her  moft  humble  rcfpccls  to 
-*■  Bagatelle,  and  acquaints  her  that  flic  has  changed  her  name,  to 
take  that  of  the  little  Cbartreufe,  which  is  far  more  fuitable  to  her 
prefent  fituation.  I thought  it  highly  proper  to  give  you  this  hint, 
by  way  of  preparing  you  to  receive  very’  dull  letters.  And,  indeed, 
what  can  I fay  to  you  from  my  cell,  where  I fee  nobody,  and  hear 
nothing?  I fpare  you  the  memento  mori,  which  is  what  we  car- 
thufians  fay  to  one  another,  at  the  hours  when  we  are  allowed  to 
fjreak,  bccaufe  I will  not  have  you  die,  nor  think  of  death,  this  great 
wliile.  You  have  ftill  a great  deal  of  time  to  live,  and  many  happy 
days  to  fee ; and  I fay  for  you,  what  a dying  cardinal  faid  for  himfelf, 
when  the  prieft,  who  adminiftered  the  facraments  to  him,  prayed  to 
God  to  receive  his  foul,^,  ma  non  adejfo.  (Yes,  but  not  yet.) 

I have  had  no  letters  from  your  little  ward,  fince  he  has  feen  you 
this  time  at  Paris;  but  as  1 know  you  both  fo  well,  I know,  as  if  I 
had  been  prefent,  that  you  have  given  him  a thoufand  proofs  of  your 
friendftiip,  and,  that  on  his  fide,  he  has  felt  much  more  than  he  has 
exprefled,  for  be  is  rather  too  Ihy  of  fpeaking.  He  has  excellent 
goods  in  his  fhop,  but  he  has  not  the  knack  of  Ihewing  them,  and 
letting  them  off  properly.  In  fhort,  after  all  the  pains  1 have  taken, 
he  has  ftlU  too  much  of  the  Englilliman  about  him.  But  hold : my 
hour  of  filence  draws  near,  luckily  for  you;  and  as  folitude  turns 
fools  to  idiots,  and  wits  to  madmen,  whichever  is  my  lot,  it  is  not 
fair  that  you  Ihould  be  a fufferer;  fo  good  night,  madam. 

" LET- 
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corps  (et  cette  union  eft  malheureufement  tr&-intirae)  ne  doit  pas 
fonger  a vous  amufcr,  mais  doit  bicn  s’attendre  a vous  ennuyer,  s’il 
ne  vous  donnoit  pas  dc  bonne  heure  le  bon  foir. 


L E T T R E LXXIX. 

A LA  M £ M C. 

A fa  petite  Diartreurc,  5 Juin, 

'C’EU  Babiole,  madamc,  afllire  Bagatelle  dc  les  tres-lmmbles  reP- 
pedts,  et  lui  fait  favoir  qu’elle  a change  tie  nom,  pour  prendre 
celui  de  la  petite  Charteufe,  qui  convient  bicn  mieux  i fa  pofition 
prefente.  J’ai  cru  qu’il  ctoit  ncceflaire  de  vous  donner  ce  petit  avis, 
ixjur  vous  preparer  i recevoir  ties  lettres  fort  ennuyantes.  En  eftet, 
que  puis-je  vous  dire  de  ma  cellule,  ou  je  ne  vois  perfonne,  et  oil 
jc  n’entends  rien  ? Je  vous  epargne  le  memento  mori,  qui  eft  ce  que 
nous  autres  nous  difons,  aux  heures  que  la  parole  nous  eft  permife, 
parccque  jc  ne  veux  pas  que  vous  mouriez,  ou  que  vous  penfiez  a la 
mort  de  longtcms.  Vous  avez  encore  bien  du  terns,  et  bien  du  bon 
terns  mdme,  a vivre,  et  je  dis  pour  vous,  ce  qu’un  cardinal  mori- 
bond  difoit  pour  hii-meme,  quand  le  pretre,  qui  lui  donnoit  les  facre- 
mens,  prioit  Dieu  de  recevoir  fon  ame,y/,  ma  non  adejfo. 

Je  n’.ii  pas  eu  des  lettres  de  votre  petit  protege,  depuis  qu’il  vous 
aura  fait  fa  cour  cette  fois  -k  Paris  ; mais,  vous  connoifliant  tous  deux, 
tomme  je  fais,  je  fais  comme  ft  j’avois  dtc  prefent,  que  vous  lui  avez 
donne  mille  temoignages  dc  votre  amitie,  ct  que  lui,  dc  fon  cdtc,  en 
a fenti  la  plus  vive  rcconnoiffancc,  mieux  qu’il  ne  I’aura  exprimee,  car 
il  eft  alTez,  ou  pKu6t  trap  taciturnc.  11  a dc  tres-bonnes  marthan- 
ilifes  dans  fa  boutique,  mais  il  n’a  pas  le  talent  dc  les  etaler,  et  de  les 
faire  valoir,  comme  il  devroit.  Enfin,  malgrc  tous  les  foins  que  j’ai' 
pris  jxiur  le  decrotter,  il  eft  encore  trop  Anglois.  Mais  d projros,: 
mon  heure  de  filcncc  approche,  heureufement  pour  vous,  ct  comme 
la  folitude  rend  les  fots  bCtcs,  ct  les  gens  d'cfprit  fous,  quelle  que 
puilTe  litre  ma  part  a cette  alternative,  il  n’cft  pas  juftc  que  vous  cn 
fouffriez  : bon  foir  done  madamc. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXXX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


A 


Bitli,  Dec.  7,  i;6i. 

T laft,  madam,  tilings  arc  once  more  returned  into  their  right 


channel;  our  ports  arc  open,  the  ixill  goes  as  ufual,  and  our 
cpiftolary  commerce  is  free.  I prefer  this  commerce  to  that  of 
America.  It  is  not  unlike  it  in  one  refpeil ; for  I put  you  oft'  with 
jialtry  fliells,  and,  in  return,  you  give  me  gold  and  precious  Itones, 
or,  what  I value  infinitely  more,  your  letters.  Indeed,  madam,  They 
are  the  greateft  comfort  of  my  melancholy  life;  they  fjieak  'to  my 
eyes  moll  delightfully,  and  now  I can  hear  hut  through  my  eyes. 
1 have  been  bathing  here  for  a month,  to  remove,  if  ixifiible,  the 
remains  of  my  rheumatifm,  but  hitherto  I fiiul  no  benefit,  fo  that  I 
reckon  to  return  to  town  in  a fortnight.  All  places  are  much  alike 
to  me,  but  I think  home  is  molt  convenient. 

As  I know  you  are  conne<51ed  with  the  duke  of  Nevers,  you  may 
alTure  him  that  the  duke  of  Nivemois  is  beloved,  refpedlcd,  and  ad- 
mired by  all  the  fcnfiblc  jxjople,  both  at  court  and  in  the  town. 
My  teftimony  ought  not  to  l>e  fufiiedled ; a carthufian,  like  me,  can 
have  no  intereft  to  ferve  by  flattering  any  one.  I durft  not  mention 
to  him  the  affair  of  the  reverend  fathers ; it  might  be  an  indiferetion, 
efiiccially  if,  as  I fuppofc,  there  be  fome  reafon  of  ftatc  at  tlie  iKittom. 

I very  much  (lucllion,  whether  their  abilities,  which  have  hitherto 
iteen  fo  ferviceable  to  them,  will  be  able  to  extricate  them  now.  The 
prefent  age  is  not  favounible  to  religious  fodeties,  it  is  too  much 
enliglitcncd,  and  1 tremble  for  the  holy  father  himfelf  in  the  next 
century. 

I can  affure  you,  with  great  truth,  that,  h:ul  I not  been  deaf,  I 
fliould  have  been  with  you  a fortnight  ago,  but  1 w ill  frankly  cun- 
fefs,  it  would  be  too  mortifying  for  felf-lovc,  to  fliew  myl'elf  in  the 
condition  I am  in.  I really  believe  a better  climate  might  l>e  of  lervice 
to  my  health  in  general,  but,  whillthe  who  fpcaks  to  me  of  climate 
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AlAMKMt.  '■ 

A Bath,  ce  7 Dec.  1762. 

\ La  fin,  matlame,  'voila  les  choles  renters  dans  I’ordrc ; nos 
ports  font  ouverts,  les  poftes  courent,  et  notre  commerce  de 
lettres  eft  fibre.  Jc  pr6ftrc  ce  commerce  a celui  dc  l’Am6rique,  au- 
quel  par  un  c6tc,  il  reflemble  un  pen,  car  je  n’y  fournis  que  des 
ctxiuillages,  et  en  ^change,  vous  me  doimez  de  I'or,  et  des  pierreries, 
ou  ce  que  j’eftime  infiniment  plus,  vos  lettres.  En  v6rit6,  ma- 
dame,  elles  font  la  confolation  la  plus  douce  de  ma  trifte  vie ; 
cUes  parlent  i mes  yeux  le  plus  agrdablement  du  monde,  et  i-prefent 
e’eft  par  les  yeux  feulement  que  j’entends.  Depuis  un  mois,  je 
prens  les  bains  id,  pour  gudrir,  fi  cela  fe  pelit,  le  refte  de  mon  rhu- 
matifme;  mais  jufqu’id  je  n’ai  rien  gagn6,  de  forte  qu’en  quinze 
jours  je  compte  de  retoumer  a Londres,  quoique  tous  les  lieux  du 
monde  me  foient  affez  indiff^rens  ; pourtant  on  eft  plus  commode- 
ment  chez  foi. 

Comme  je  fais  tjue  vous  6tes  en  liaifon  avec  monfieur  le  due  de 
Nevers,  vous  pouvez  I’aflurer  que  monfieur  de  Nivemois  eft  aim6, 
relpe£16  et  admir^  par  tout  ce  qu’il  y a d’honnetes  gens  a la  cour,et  a 
la  ville.  Mon  t^moignage  ne  doit  pas  fitre  fufped ; un  chartreux 
comme  moi  n’a  pas  d’int^r^  a flatter  perfonne.  Je  n’d  pas  ofe  lui 
parler  de  I’affidre  des  reverends  p^res,  il  pourroit  y avoir  de  I’indil- 
cr^tion,  fur  tout  fi,  comme  je  le  fuppofe,  il  y avoit  quelque  rai- 
fon  d’dtat  li-deflbus.  Je  doute  fort  que  leur  habilet6,  qui  leur  a 
fi  bien  fervi  jufqu’id,  puifle  les  tirer  d’affaire  i-prefent.  Ce  fi&le 
n’eft  pas  favorable  aux  fod6t6s  religieufes,  il  eft  trop  tidaire,  et  je 
tremble  m£me  pour  le  faint  pdre  dans  le  iiccle  prochain. 

Je  vous  alTure  tr^s-veritablement  que,  fi  je  n’avois  pas  efo  fourd, 
j’aurois  6t6  pr^s  de  vous  il  y a quinze  jotirs ; mais  je  vous  avouerai 
tout  naturellement,  que  ce  feroit  trop  humiliant  pour  mon  amour 
propie,  de  me  prtfenter  en  l’6tat  oti  je  fuis.  Je  crois  bien  qu’un 
meilleur  climat  me  feroit  du  bien,  par  rapport  ima  fante  en  gdt^ral; 
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fpeaks  to  a deaf  man,  I fliall  keep  where  I am.  It  is  not  worth  my 
while  to  remove.  The  late  prelident  Montefqnieu  ufcd  to  tell  me, 
he  knew  how  to  be  blind;  but  I c»nfefs  I do  not  know  how  to  be 
deaf.  I cannot  accuftom  myfelf  to  it,  and  am  juft  as  much  niortified 
at  it,  and  as  peevilh,  as  1 was  the  firft  week.  No  philofophy  is  proof 
againft  deafnefs. 


LETTER  LXXXI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Lomlon,  Feb.  14,  1763. 

/^OUNT  d’Uflbn  has  fent  me  Mr.  de  Voii'enoii’s  fjieech«,  for 
which  I return  you  many  thanks.  I am  highly  plcafcd  with 
it ; he  has  given  a new  turn  to  a fubjefl  that  is  quite  worn  out, 
and  he  exprefles  liimfelf  with  warmth  and  elegance.  I will  not 
tell  you  the  anfwer  is  equally  brilliant,  but  at  leaft  there  is  truth 
in  all  it  fays  of  the  duke  of  Nivernois,  who  certainly  deferves  the 
heft  that  can  be  faid  of  a man.  He  accommodates  himfelf  to  all  our 
manners,  as  if  they  were  natural  to  him,  though  God  knows  they 
are  widely  different  from  his  own.  He  pleafes  every  body,  but, 
in  the  main,  he  muft  divert  himfelf,  as  Froiffard  fays,  tnoult  trifu- 
ment  a la  mode  de  notre  pais.  My  deafnefs,  and  his  own  bufinefs, 
have  prevented  my  feeing  him  fo  often  as  I could  have  wiflietl,  fo 
that  I had  rather,  for  his  own  fake,  fee  him  return  to  his  own 
country,  to  the  bofom  of  his  family,  wliich  he  loves,  and  to  the 
enjoyment  of  thofe  fodal  plcafurcs,  for  which  he  is  fo  well  calcula- 
ted, as  well  as  for  bufinefs,  1 


• On  his  rtreption  into  the  French  icac’cmy,  at  Paris. 
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tnais  pendant  que  qui  me  parle  d*un  dimat,  park  a \m  Iburd,  je  nc 
Je  changerai  pas ; cela  ne  vaut  pas  Ja  |jcine.  Le  feu  prciidcnt  de 
Montefquicu  me  difoh  qtCil  favoit  etre  aveugk,  il  I’avoit  etc  li  long- 
■tcms,  mais  j’avouc  que  je  nc  fais  pas  dre  iburd ; jc  nc  puis  pas  ni'y 
accoutumer,  et  j’en  fuis  humilic  et  chagrin,  commc  la  premiere  I'c- 
mainc.  11  n’y  a pas  de  philofophie,  qui  tienne  contre  la  furditc. 


L E T T R E LXXXI. 

ALA  M S M l. 

A LonJra,  14  Fev.  176J. 

T E comte  tTUHbn  m’a  envoy^  le  difeours  de  monlteur  de  Voife- 
non  *,  dont  je  vous  remls  milk  graces,  il  me  plait  infiniment ; 
il  a donne  un  nouveau  tour  a un  fujet  tr^-ule,  et  il  s’exprime  avee 
Ibu,  et  elegance.  Je  ne  vous  dirai  pas  <iue  la  reponfe  de  * “ * foit  ^ga- 
lemeiit  brillantc,  mais  au  moins  il  y a chi  sTai,  en  toutce  qu’ilditde 
monlkur  de  Nivernois,  qui  fftrement  mcritetout  cx  qu’on  peut  dire 
de  mieux  d’un  homme.  11  fe  fait  a toutes  nos  manibres  commc  fi 
elks  lui  etoient  naturclkf,  et  pourtant  Dicu  fait  qu’elks  font  bicn 
difterentes  des  lienncs.  Il  plait  a tout  le  monde,  mais  pourtant  au 
fond,  il  doit  le  divertir,  comme  dit  Froilfard,  moult  trijlement  a la 
mode  de  notre  pays.  Ma  I'urdicc:  et  fes  affaires  m'em|>echcnt  de  pixifi- 
ter  de  lim  fejonr  id,  autant  que  jc  le  fouhaiterois,  ff  bicn  epic,  jxiur 
rumour  de  lui,  jc  k voudrois  dc  retour  dans  fa  patrie,  dans  le  feiii  de 
fa  faniilk,  qu’il  duirir,  ct  jouiirant  des  plaifu-s  d’une  aimabk  fcKibtb, 
jx)ur  kf<iuelsla  natiue  I'a  forme,  auffi  bien  que  iiour  ks  affaires. 


H h 3 


LET- 


Digiti^ed  by  Google 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


436 

L E T T R E LXXXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


June  10. 

O,  madam,  the  poor  remains  of  my  days  are  not  worth  the 
' care  you  recommend,  nor  the  kind  concern  you  were  pleafed 
to  exprefs.  At  fixty-cight,  with  a broken  conftitution,  and  an  here- 
ditary and  inveterate  deafnefs,  I might  change  climate  ever  fo  much, 
and  go  the  world  over,  my  Jorrows  would ftiU  follow  me  clofe  at  my 
heels  I neither  do,  nor  ought  to  think,  of  any  thing  but  ending 
my  days  gently,  and  killing  time  the  belt  I can,  now  that  it  is  become 
my  enemy. 

Your  friend  prince  Czartoriniky  has  brought  me  the  letter  you  ho- 
nored me  with,  and  was  fo  obliging  as  to  partake  of  a very  ImaU  din- 
ner at  my  Cbartreufe.  He  began  with  me  in  a very  agreeable  manner, 
by  fpeakingof  you  his  proteArefs,  in  the  fame  ftrain  as  I Ihould  have 
done,  if  he  had  not  been  before  hand  with  me.  He  has  nothing 
of  the  Sarmatian  about  him,  for  he  is  good-natured,  and  aims  at 
pleafing ; but  then  he  has  not  quite  got  the  French  fprightlinefs, 
which,  in  moderation,  is  fo  becoming  to  young  people.  Madam 
de  Boufflers  is  very  much  liked  here,  as  I have  been  told,  for  I 
have  not  feen  her,  which  I amforry  for;  but  then  Ihe  has  not  feen 
me,  which  1 am  glad  of.  I am  told  her  behaviom:  is  quite  natural 
and  eafy,  that  fire  gives  herfelf  no  airs,  and  makes  no  fhew  of  her 
wit  and  learning.  / 

* A fmc  line  of  Boileau,  EpIAle,  V.  44,  imitated  and  unproved  from  the  following  lines  of 
Htiracc  i Carmin.  Lib.  lU.  L 37. 

Tiinor  et  mime 

Scarulunt  coclem  quo  dominus ; ncqoe 
Drccdit  arrata  trireiui,  et 
FoA  equitem  fedet  atra  curt. 
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LETTER  LXXXII. 

A 1.  A M i M E. 

Cc  lojiiiii. 

ON,  madame,  Ic  trifte  refte  de  mes  jours  ne  vaut  jms  les  foLns 
que  vous  m’indiquez,  ni  que  vous  voulez  bien  y prcn- 

,dre.  A foixante-huit  ans,  avec  une  conftitution  d^labr^e,  ct  une  fur- 
dit6  herWitaire  et  invet^r^e,  j’aurois  beau  changer  de  cliraat,  et  cou- 
xir  le  monde,  on  m’appliqueroit  avec  raifon, 

Le  chagrin  monte  eo  croupe  et  galoppe  arec  lui  * : 

Je  ne  penfe,  et  Je  ne  dois  penfer,  qu’i  finir  tout  doucement,  et  tuer 
le  terns,  qui  eft  devenu  mon  ennemi,  aufli  bien  que  je  le  puis. 

Votre  protege  le  prince  Czartorinlki  m’a  apport^  la  lettre,  dont  vous 
m’avez  honore,  et  a bien  voulu  prendre  un  tr^-petit  diner  ^ ma 
Chartreufe.  II  a bien  agreablement  debuts  avec  moi,  en  me  par- 
lant  de  vous,  dc  la  m6me  fat^n  que  je  lui  aurois  parl^  s’il  ne  m’efit 
pas  prdvenu.  II  n’eft  point  du  tout  Sarraate,  car  il  a de  la  douceur, 
et  cherchc  a plaire;  mais  aufli  il  n’apas  pris  la  vivacity  Franqoife,  qui, 
dans  de  certaines  homes,  fied  fi  bien  aux  jeunes  gens.  Madame  de- 
BoufRers  eft  fort  goutee  id,  a ce  qu’on  me  dit,  car  je  ne  I’ai  point 
vue,  dont  je  fuis  fkhe  ; mais  aufli  elle  ne  m’a  point  vfl,.dont  je  fids 
bien-aife.  On  m’afliire  qu’elle  eft  fort  naturelle  ct  aifee,  fans  prden- 
fions,  et  n’affichant  pas  le  bel  cfprit  ct  le  Uivoic,. 
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LETTER  LXXXm. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  April  23,  1764. 

Y head  really  fwims,  madam,  but  I cannot  tell  whether  it  is 
owing  to  a return  of  my  ufual  giddinefs,  or  to  your  laft  letter, 
which  is  indeed  enough  to  turn  a llronger  brain  than  mine.  Sparc 
it  a little  more  for  the  future,  I intreat  you,  for  though' young 
X>eople  may  fometimes  be  allowed  to  be  conceited,  you  will  own  it 
would  be  rather  unbecoming  at  feventy,  and  alas  ! that  is  the  age  of 
your  very  faithful  fcr\ant. 

I allow,  madam,  that  you  allcdge  a thoufand  good  reafons  why  I 
fhould  look  for  a purer  air  in  the  fouthern  climates,  and  I fliould 
not  want  much  j>crfuallon,  if  I were  not  deaf,  impenetrably  deaf, 
and  incurably  fo,  as  my  deafnefs  is  hereditary.  On  this  principle 
I have  made  a very  exa£l  calculation,  the  refult  of  which  is,  that 
the  profit  is  not  worth  the  coft.  Bcfidcs,  as  I am  fliortly  to  fet 
out  on  a longer  journey,  it  is  not  worth  my  while  to  pack  up  fdr 
Provence  or  Languedoc.  Job^  viith  all  bis  Sufferings  had  not 
more  patience  than  my  philofophy  procures  me.  Reading  employs 
•and  araufes  me.  Befides,  I am  at  leifure  to  hold  many  a conference 
with  myfclf,  which  1 truft  1 am  the  better  for,  and  which  1 had 
never  thought  of  whilfl:  I was  hurried  away  by  the  whirlwind  of 
bufinefs  or  jrleafure;  fo  that,  I thank  God,  I am  neither  melan- 
choly nor  pee\  ifli,  and,  notwithftanding  all  my  woes,  1 know  (bme 
who  are  more  wrefehed. 

Your  little  rvard  fets  out  next  week  for  Drefden,  where  the  king 
hxs  done  him  the  honor  to  ap|X)int  him  his  envoy.  He  goes  by 
the  way  of  Paris,  cliielly,  1 believe,  to  pay  his  court  to  your  lady- 
ilup. 

• The  bc^ianing  of  a famous  French  fonnet,  by  Bcnfcradc. 
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L E T T R E LXXXllI. 

A LA  M i M I. 

A LonJrcs,  cc  23  d*AvriI,  1764. 

T A tete  me  toumc  asfhicllcment,  madame,  mais  je  nc  fais  pas  fi 
^ c’eft  un  retour  dc  mes  vcrtiges  ordinaires,  ou  li  c'cfl  votre  der- 
niere  lettre  qui  en  eft  la  taufe,  car,  dc  bonne  foi,  elle  a bien  de  quoi 
tourner  vine  ttte  plus  fcrme  que  la  mienne.  Menagez-la  un  peu  a 
I’avenir,  je  vous  en  fupplic,  car  quoique  la  fatuiti  foil  permife,  et 
quelqucfois  meme  utile  aux  jeunes  gens,  vous  m’avouerez  qu'elle  ne 
fied  pas  trop  bien  aux  feptuagenaires,  et  malheureuferaent  votre  triis- 
fidiile  ferviteur  eft  de  ce  nombre. 

Jc  conviens,  madamc,  que  vous  me  donnez  mille  bonnes  raifons, 
pour  cherchcr  un  air  plus  pur  dans  les  climats  m^ridionaux,  et  je  ne 
me  le  ferois  pas  dire  deux  fois,  li  je  n’litois  pas  fourd  ; mais  fourtl, 
d’une  furdit6  imjxinetrable,  et  incurable,  parce  qu’elle  eft  hereditaire. 
Sur  ce  principe,  j’ai  fait  un  calcul  fort  exadl,  dont  le  refultat  eft,  que 
le  jeu  ne  v'aut  pas  la  chandelle.  D’ailleurs,  commc  je  demenagerai 
bientdt  pour  un  plus  grand  voyage,  il  ne  vaut  pas  la  peine  de  m’em- 
baller  povir  deuxou  trois  mois,  d radrefle  dc  la  Provence,  ou  du  Lan- 
guedoc. de  milk  maux  atteint^  n’avoit  pas  plus  dc  patience,  que 
ma  philolbpliie  ne  m’cn  procure,  la  leifturc  m’occupe  et  m’amufe ; 
d’ailleurs,  j’ai  le  loifir  d’avoir  pluficurs  tctc-d-tctcs  avec  moi-meme, 
dont  je  me  flatte  d’avdir  profit^,  et  auxquels  je  n’avois  jamais  penfe, 
jicndant  que  j’ctois  rapidement  emporte,  par  le  tourbillon  des  affaires, 
ou  des  plaifirs  ; de  forte  que,  graces  a Dieu,  je  n'ai  ni  melancholic  ni 
humeur,  et  nonobftant  tons  mes  maux  fen  connois  de  plus  miferabks. 

Votre  petit  protege  part  la  feniaine  qui  vient  jxnir  Drefdc,  ou  le  roi 
a cu  la  Ixinte  de  le  nommcr  fon  envoye.  II  prcnd  le'  chcmin  de 
Paris,  principalement,  d ce  que  je  crois,  pour  avoir  rhonneur  de  vous 
y faire  fa  cour. 
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I,  E T T U E R LXXXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

^ lyondon,  June  ao,  1768. 

'I"'  II  E moment  I received  your  laft  letter  but  one,  I fent  the  in- 
clofed  to  lady  Holland.  You  need  never  be  afraid,  madam, 
that  1 lliould  delay  one  inftant  the  execution  of  the  orders,  you  will 
pleafe  to  fend  me  when  it  is  in  my  power  : but  alas  ! what  is  in 

jny  power  ? Old  age,  which  is  of  itfelf  a fufficient  evil,  and  the 
natural  evils  I labour  under,  make  me  alike  ufelefs  to  myfelf  and 
others.  I have  nothing  in  the  world  left  but  reading ; and  even 
that  has  loft  much  of  its  charm  with  me,  fince  it  is  become  a matter 
of  neceftity,  and  not  of  choice.  One  would  tlunk  I were  married 
to  it.  Your  good  authors  are  my  chief  refource,  for  at  prefent  we 
have  very  few  of  our  own.  Voltaire  efpedally,  old  and  decrepit 
as  he  may  well  be  (for  he  is  exadtly  of  my  age)  delights  me,  barring 
his  impiety,  with  which  he  cannot  forbear  larding  every  thing  he 
writes.  It  would  be  much  wifer  in  him  to  fupprefs  it,  for,  after  all, 
no  man  ought  to  break  through  the  order  that  is  eftahliftied.  Let 
every  one  think  as  he  pleafes,  or  as  he  can ; but  let  him  keep  his 
notions  to  himfelf,  if  they  be  of  fuch  a nature  as  may  difturb  the 
peace  of  fociety. 

I believe  you  will  not  quarrel  with  me  for  introducing  general 
Jrwin  to  your  acquintance.  For  an  Englilhman,  he  is  a well-bred 
man,  which  1 am  forry  to  fay  is  no  very  common  thing  in  this 
<x)untry.  Some  of  the  French  have  told  me,  that  the  many  young 
jx:ople  we  fend  over  to  Paris  have  infedted  yours,  and  have  inocu- 
lated tliem  with  much  of  our  rude  and  unmannerly  behaviour.  . 

Jf  that  is  true,  it  muft  be  lately But  I am  fenfible  that  I am 

prating  away  too  much;  therefore  I break  off  abruptly,  and  without 
telling  you  of  the  refjTedtful  attachment  and  inviolable  friendlhip, 
with  which  I lhall  ever  be,  madam,  your  &c. 

2 

LET- 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  I.  LET.  LXXXIV.  245 
L E T T R E LXXXIV. 

A LA  M ( M E. 

A Londres,  ce  20  Juin,  1)68. 

A N S le  moment  que  je  requs  votre  avant-derni^re  lettre, 
j'envoyai  celle  qu’elle  contenoit  k mylady  Holland.  Ne  craignez 
jamais,  madamc,  que  je  rcmette  pour  un  inftant  I’execution  des 
ordres,  dont  vous  voudrez  bicn  me  charger,  quand  il  d<ipendra  de  moi. 
Mais,  h^las ! qu’eft-ce  qui  d^jKud  de  moi  ? La  \neillclle,  qui  d’elle-mtime 
eft  un  mal  aflez  grand,  et  de  furcroit  les  maux  phyliques,  dont  je 
fuis  accable,  me  rendent  egalement  inutile  aux  autrcs  ct  i moi-mfime. 
Je  n’ai  au  monde  que  la  ledlure  enpartagc;  enane  a-t-elle  perdu 
beaucoup  de  fes  charmes  aupr^s  dc  moi,  depuis  qu’ellc  eft  devenue 
une  affaire  de  n^ceflitii,  et  non  dc  choLx  : on  diroit  que  jc  I’ai  epoufde. 
Vos  bons  auteurs  font  ma  principale  reflburce;  cai-  i-pr^fent  nous 
en  avons  tr^s  peu  ici.  Voltaire  lurtout,  vieux  ct  bailfe  comme  il 
peut  bien  I’fitre,  etant  preciftment  de  mon  ige,  me  charme,  a fon 
impi^te  pres,  dont  il  ne  peut  pas  s’cmp^cher  dc  larder  tout  ce  qull 
^crit,  et  qu’il  feroit  mieux  de  fupprimer  fagement,  puisqu’au  bout 
tlu  compte  on  ne  doit  pas  troublcr  Tordre  ^abli.  Que  chacun 
penfe  comme  il  vcut,  on  pKltdt  comme  il  iicut,  mais  qu’il  ne  com- 
munique pas  fes  id^es,  dcs  qu’elles  font  d’une  nature  d jwuvoir 
troubler  le  repos  de  la  fociete. 

Jc  ne  crois  pas  que  vous  me  reprochiez  de  vous  avoir  endofle 
monlieur  le  general  Ir\vin  : car  pour  un  Anglois  il  a des  mani^res, 
ce  qu’il  faut  avouer,  eft  aflez  rare  dans  ce  pais  ici.  Des  Fr.an<;ois 
m’ont  (lit  que  notre  nombreufe  jcuncfli:  -k  Paris  a infe(ft^  la  v6tre, 
ct  leur  a inocul6  l>eaucoup  dc  nos  manieres  impolics  et  bnifques. 

Si  cela  eft  vrar,  il  faut  que  ce  foit  tlepuis  [icu mais  je  fens  que 

je  bavarde  trop ; je  finis  ilonc  bniliiucmcnt,  ct  fans  vous  dire  I’at- 
tachement  refpc<ft\ieux,  ct  I’amitie  inviolable,  avec  Icfquels  jc  fcrai 
toute  ma  vie,  madame,  votre,  &c. 
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LETTER  LXXXV. 

TO  MADAME  DU  BOCCAGE*. 

Loo(k)n,  June  14,  0.5.  175O. 

T ET  us  fpeak  frankly,  madam.  You  mull  agree  with  me,  that 
your  merit,  and  the  reputation,  you  have  acquired,  will  every 
where  prove  a fufficient  recommendation;  and  will,  in  all  countries, 
procure  you  the  fame  reception,  as  you  have  met  with  in  Holland. 
1 have  not  pretended  to  recommend  you  to  Mr.  Dayrolles;  I only  told 
him  you  were  coming.  I have  aifted  the  part  of  a nesvs- 
\yriter,  and  infcrtcd  a paragraph,  importing  that  Mrs.  du  Boccage 
was  preparing  to  fet  out  from  London  for  the  Hague.  For  fome 
people  fuch  a recommendation  is  fufficient. 

During  four  days  flay  in  Holland,  you  have  frametl  the  fame  no- 
tions of  the  Dutch,  as  I had  conceived  during  more  than  four  years 
refidence  among  them,  and  you  recall  them  all  to  me  in  the  compafs 
of  four  lines.  It  is  fo  true,  that  the  men  are  flow,  that  I do  not  recol- 
Icdl  I ever  faw  one,  who  was  what  would  be  called  young  in  any 
other  country.  But  if  you  imagine  their  women  to  be  as  Hill  as  the 
waters  of  their  canals,  anil  as  cleanly  as  their  houfes,  two  thirds  of 
the  hulbands  would  contradidl  you,  and  would  tell  you,  though  in  a 
whifper,  that  they  arc  only  fo  outwardly.  At  home  they  arc  mere 
ylmazons,  and  the  hufbands  are  the  w'retchcd  captives,  deftined  to 
perpetuate  the  gynareby.  Accordingly,  they  people  at  a great  rate, 
and  with  all  the  gravity  imaginable.  They  confider  propagation  as 
an  article,  that  is  neceffary  tq, their  commerce,  and  they  acquit  them- 
felves  as  good  patriots. 

The  epithet  of  motionlefs,  which  you  beftow  on  my  friend  Mr. 
— , is  a very  juft  one.  The  good  man  feems  to  be  rather  the 
keeper  than  the  owner  of  liis  coUedion  of  pictures.  He  fhews 

them 


• Tlicfc  ktters  I received  from  Madame  da  Boccage,  to  whom  thev  were  written  by  the  nobtc 
author,  ilc  kud  Hiewn  unconunon  civilities  both  to  her  hufband  aoo  hcr^If,  duiing  their  flay  in 

LngUnd, 
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A MADAME  DU  BOCCAGE*. 


A Loadres,  14  juin,  V,  S.  1750. 

"PAULONS  naturellement,  madame.  Convenez  avec  moi  que 
-*•  votre  merite,  et  la  reputation  que  vous  vous  etes  acquiic,  vous 
feront  par-tout  ties  recommandations  fuffifantes,  et  vous  procurcront 
cn  tout  pais  I’accueil  que  vous  avez  trouve  en  Hollandc.  Je  n’ai  p.as 
pretertflu  vous  recommander  a M.  Dayrolles  ; je  vous  ai  limplement 
annoncee.  J’ai  etc  votre  nouvellifte,  et  J’ai  mis  fculcmem  dans  ma 
leuille  volantc  que  madame  du  Boccage  fe  difpofoit  ^ partir  de  Londres 
jxjur  la  Haye.  Voila  tout  ce  qu’il  taut  -k  dc  certaines  gens. 

En . quatre  jours  de  fejour  en  HolLandc,  vous  vous  en  etes  fait  les 
memes  idees,  qu’un  fejour  de  plus  de  quatre  ans  m’en  avoient  donnees, 
et  vous  me  les  rappellcz  toutes  en  quatre  lignes.  11  eft  fi  vrai  que  Ics 
hommes  y font  tardifs,  que  je  nc  me  louviens  pas  d’y  en  avoir  vu, 
qui  fulTent  ce  qu’en  tout  autre  pais  on  apjx;lleroit  jeunes.  Mais  fi 
vous  y croyez  les  femmes  aulli  tranquillcs  que  les  eaux  de  leurs 
canaux,  et  auffi  propres  que  leurs  mailbns,  les  deux  tiers  des  mans 
n’en  conviendroient  pas,  et  vous  diroient,  a loreille  s'entend,  que 
ce  n’eft  qvi’a  I’extericur.  Chez  dies  ce  font  des  Amazones,  et  les  mans 
les  malhcureux  captifs,  deftines  a perpetuer  la  gunarebie.  Aufli 
peuplent-ils  infinimenf,  et  dvt  plus  grand  ferieux  du  monde.  11s 
envifagent  la  fabrique  des  enfans  comme  un  article  nccelTaire  a leur 
commerce,  ct  s’en  acquittent  en  bons  citoyens. 

L’bpithcte  d’immobile,  <jue  vous  donhez  a mon  ami  L — eft  des  plus 
jurtes.  Le  bon  homme  femble  avoir  feulement  le  foin  et  non  la  pro- 
prietc  de  fes  tableaux.  11  les  montre  avec  unc  indifference  11  ftoique, 


Englaml^  anc!  his  rxample  was  fuilowcdl  by  the  perlbns  of  t!>e  mod  (lidtngt)>n2cJ  rank  am!  wir^ 
and  among  ihcirt  jwwttcuUrly  by  la<!y  Hervey,  the  dutchels  of  Richmond,  lord  and  latly  Holder- 
oeis,  lady  Allen,  Mrs.  Clcland,  Mrs.  Montague,  and  many  more.  Tlic  earl  coniplimcntnl 
our  French  Sappho  with  the  bulls  of  the  great  Englilh  wliom  (lie  had  imitated  in  her 

wen  tangua^.  Her  fenfe  of  his  merit  ami  favours,  Hie  has  exprcHcd  in  the  account  of  her  jour- 
oojf  given  by  herfdf,  and  publilhed  intnglilh,  in  two  fmall  volumes,  in  1770. 
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them  with  fuch  lloical  indifference,  that  he  puts  me  in  mind  of 
certain  black  gentlemen  in  Turkey,  who  are  the  motionlefs  keepers 
of  the  finelt  originals  in  the  world.  I really  envy  him  a good 
many  of  his  pidtuies,  and  I think  I may  do  fo  without  any  breach 
of  the  tenth  commandment,  which  muft  certainly  fuppofe  that  our 
neighbour  enjoys  what  we  are  not  to  covet.  This  cafe  of  confciepce 
appears  to  me  a very  clear,  and  I am  fure  it  is  a very  convenient  one ; 
for  it  may  be  extended  very  f;ir.  I don’t  know,  w'hether  the  twenty- 
four*  have  confidered  of  it. 

Are  not  you  quite  exhaufted,  madam,  with  all  the  advances  you 
have  been  obliged  to  make,  in  order  to  get  at  the  fight  of  fo  lingular 
an  original  as  my  baron  + ? His  long-eftablifhed  reputation  is  a fecu- 
rity  to  all  other  reputations.  For  upwards  of  fifteen  years,  he  has  pub- 
licly and  folemnly  renounced  that  of  the  five  fenfes,  which  alone 
can  endanger  any  reputation  J,  and  has  fo  fcrupuloufly  obferved  his  re- 
nunciation, tliat  it  is  enough  to  put  all  the  kings  on  earth  to  the 
blufli.  I am  in  daily  expcdlation  of  your  picture,  svhich  I am  very 
fure  he  will  fend  me;  I will  certainly  let  you  have  a copy.  If  it  is 
not  like,  at  Icaft  it  will  not  be  flattered  ; for  my  baron  is  no  flatterer. 
Pray,  madam,  don’t  fuffer  your  talle  to  be  perv'erted  by  his,  nor 
take  a fancy  to  the  fimplidty,  or  rather  infipidity,  of  Greek  tragedy, 
which  we  pretend  to  admire  that  we  may  appear  learned,  but  which 
we  find  very  tirefomc.  Be  fure,  for  that  is  in  charadler,  always  to  ex- 
cite more  delicate  and  fofter  paflions,  than  thofe  of  horror  and  fear, 
and  do  not  introduce  a chorus  of  unknown  perfons  to  explain,  GckI 
knows  how,  what  the  principal  charaders  feem  to  be  ignorant  of. 
I am  far  from  fuljjcfling  your  fagacity;  and  your  jlmazons)^^,  with 
their  fimplicity,  are  an  inftance  in  point. 

What  an  honor  would  it  be  for  me,  if  my  buft  deferved  the  place 
you  offer  it!  But  how  mortifying,  fhould  you  he  called  upon  to 
prove  the  qualifications  of  the  newcomer!  Believe  me,  madam,  let 
us  both  keep  out  of  the  ferape,  and  remain  on  the  fafe  fide.  I will 
fend  you  two  bulls,  which  not  only  deferve,  but  claim  a place  in 

• The  doflor*  of  Sort)Onc,  as  I prcfurnc. 

t Baron  dc  Kreuningen  at  the  Hague.  He  it  Hill  living,  and  unitci  great  Cngulatliies  to  great 
knowledge  and  great  pant. 
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qu'il  me  rappelle  certains  meffieurs  noirs  en  Turquic,  qui  ont  un 
foin  immobile  des  plus  beaux  originaux  du  monde.  11  eft  vrai  que  je 
lui  envie  un  bon  nombre  de  fes  tableaux,  et  jc  crois  pouvoir  le  faire, 
fans  donner  la  mpindre  atteinte  au  dixi^me  commaiwlement,  qui  fu{>- 
pofe  fans  doute  que  les  gens  jouiflent  de  ce  qu’il  ne  faut  pas  que  les  au- 
trcs  convoitent.  Je  trouve  ce  cas  de  confciencedes  plus  clairs,  et  fure- 
ment  des  plus  commodes  ; car  il  va  loin,  je  ne  fais  li  les  vingt- 
quatre  « y ont  penfe. 

Refpirez-vous,  madame,  fur  les  avances  que  la  lingularitc  de  mon 
baron  f vous  aura  obligee  de  faire  pour  voir  un  tel  original.  Sa 
reputation'  depuis  longtems  c'onftatee  met  toutes  les  autres  reputa- 
tions en  fftrete.  Depuis  plus  de  quinze  ans,  il  a renonc6  publique- 
ment  et  folemnellement  d celui  des  cinq  fens  |,  qui  feul  met  les  repu- 
tations en  danger  ; et  obferv^  fa  renonciation  avec  un  fcrupule,  qui 
devroif  faire  rougir  tous  les  rois  de  la  terre.  Je  m'attends  tous  les 
jours  a votre  portrait,  et  fuis  bicn  ibr  qu’il  m’en  fera  part : je  pro- 
mets  de  vous  en  envoy er  copie.  Sll  ne  reflemble  pas  bien,  du  moins 
il  ne  fera  pas  flatte  : mon  baron  n’eft  nullement  adulateur.  Au 
rcfte,  madame,  ne  laiflez  pas  feduire  \mtre  gout  par  le  fien  ; rie  vous 
pretez  pas  a la  fimplicite,  ou  plfttbt  i la  fadeur,  dela  tragedie  Grecquc, 
qud  nous  faifons  femblant  d’admirer  pour  paroitre  favans,  mais  qui 
iious  cnnuye  fort.  Excitez  toujours,  comme  il  vous  convient  dc  le 
faire,  des  paffions  plus  ddlicates,  plus  douces  que  celles  de  I’liorreur 
et  de  la  crainte ; et  ne  nous  donnez  pas  des  chorus  de  gens  incon- 
nus,  iK)ur  ddvelopper,,  Dieu  fait  par  quel  moyen,  ce  que  les  plus 
intdrefles  • de  la  piece  femblcnt  ignorer.  Vous  ne  m’^tes  pas  ftif- 
peifte  ; et  vos  Amazones  ||,  avec  leur  fimplicitd,  me  font  garantes  du 
contra  ire. 

Qu’il  me  feroit  glorieux,  fi  mon  bufte  mdritoit  la  place  que  vous 
lui  offrez ! Mais  qxt’il  me  feroit  humiliant,  li  Ton  vous  obligeoit  de 
faire  les  preuves  de  votre  nouveau  venu  ! Croyez-moi,  rrud.ime,  ne 
nous  a)mmettons,  ni  I’un  ni  I’autre;  allons  au  plus  fiir.  Je  vous 
enverrai  deux  buftes,  qui  non  fculement  meritent,  mais  exigent 
une  place  dans  votre  jardin,  tant  ils  fe  font  trouvds  bien  da.ns  votre 


t That  of  feeling. 
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your  garden,  in  confequence  of  the  reception  they  liave  met  with 
in  your  clofet,  I mean  Milton  and  Po[>e.  There  they  will  not  be 
afraid  of  company,  lx;  it  ever  fo  good ; bcfides,  they  have  already  got 
their  vouchers  and  their  patents,  counter-ligned  by  your  own  hand. 
1 fhall  fend  them  as  foon  as  they  are  dons. 

We  are  not  fo  vain  as  to  flatter  ouri'elves  that  you  regret  England 
a little,  but  we  hojx;  we  are  not  baniflied  from  your  remembrance. 
Wc  pretend  that  our  regret  for  your  departure  gives  us  fomc  claim 
upon  you.  Indeed,  madam,  you  have  made  as  many  friends  and 
admirers  as  acquaintance  in  this  country.  In  one  fenfe,  I claim  the 
precedence  in  this  company,  but  it  is  only  on  account  of  the  refpeft 
and  attachment,  with  which  I have  the  honor  to  be  very  fmccrcly, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 

Lady  Chefterfield  prefents  her  compliments  to  you  and  to  Mr. 
du  Boccage;  permit  me  to  add  mine  for  him. 


LETTER  LXXXVI. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


Londooi  July  25,  O.  S.  1750* 

MADAM, 

"\Z O U have  parried  the  blow  I was  going  to  ftrike.  At  the 
very  inftant  I received  your  letter,  I was  taking  up  my  pen  to 
. attack  you ; I take  it  now  to  thank  you  for  an  cpiftle  fo  agreeable 
and  fo  full  of  interefting  particulars,  that  it  has  not  only  appeafed 
my  anger,  but  excited  in  me  the  warmeft  gratitude.  You  are  bound 
in  confdence  to  make  us  fome  amends  for  the  naughty  trick  you 
played  us.  You  came  here,  but  juft  to  make  us  regret  your  going 
6 away. 
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cabinet,  jc  veux  dire  Milton  et  Pope,  ils  n’y  cnundront  pas  la  compa- 
gnic,  quelquc  bonne  qu’elle  foit ; d'ailleiirs,  ils  ont  d^ja  leurs  prcuves 
et  leur  patcntes  contre-ilgnees  de  votrc  propre  main  : des  qu’ils  feront 
faits,  jc  vous  les  enverrai. 

Nous  ne  nous  flattons  pas  que  vous  rcgrettiez  un  peu  I’Angkterre,. 
mais  nous  cfp<irons  de  n’ctre  pas  bannis  de  votre  fouvenir.  Nous 
pretendons  quo  nos  regrets  de  votre  depart  nous  donnent  dc  certains 
droits.  Ea  vdritc,  madame,  vous  vous  Ctes  fait  dans  ce  pais-ci  autant 
d’amis  et  de  ferviteurs,  que  vous  y avez  fait  de  connoLflances ; dans  un 
fens  je  pr^ends  au  haut  bout  dans  cette  compagnie,  mais  e’eft  unique- 
ment  par  le  refpedt  et  I’attachemcnt,  avee  Icfquels  j’ai  I’honneur  d’etre, 
tr«-parfaitement, 

Votre  trfe-humble  et  obeilTant  ferviteur, 

Chesterfield. 

Madame  de  Chcftcrfield  me  charge  de  fes  complimens  pour  vous 
et  pour  monficur  du  Eoccage  ; jrermettez  que  j’y  ajoute  les 
miens  pour  lui. 


L E T T R E LXXXVI. 

. A I A U t M B. 

A LonJrts,  ce  25  Juillct,  V.  S.  i;50. 

MADAME, 

\T  O U S avez  pare  le  coup,  quo  j’allois  vous  porter.  Au  moment 
’ quo  jc  reQois  la  votre,  jc  prenois  la  plume  pour  vous  attaquer  ; 
jc  la  prends  a-prefent  pour  vous  remercier  d’une  lettre,  dont  les  agre- 
mens  ct  les  details  intcreflans,  non  feulement  calment  ma  cokrc,  mais 
cxcitent  ma  plus  vive  reconnoiflance.  En  confdencc  vous  nous 
devez  reparation  du  mauvais  tour  que  vous  nous  avez  jou6.  Vous 
n’etes  venue  ici  que  ix>ur  nous  donner  des  regrets  dc  votre  depart ; 

vous 
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away.  You  flattered  us  witli  the  hopes  of  a longer  ftay ; but  as  foon 
as  you  found  that  the  blow  was  ftruck,  you  were  gone.  We  there- 
fore condemn  you  to  heavy  epiftolary  penalties,  which  are  the  more 
juft,  as  they  are  projwrtioned  to  your  abilities  to  pay.  Take  notice 
that  your  offence  is  not  levelled  at  England  alone,  but  at  the  mari- 
time jxiwers;  for  Mr.  Dayrolles,  who  came  home  a week  ago,  tells 
me  that  Holland  joins  with  us  in  lamenting  your  abfence.  The 
Dutch  may  avenge  their  own  quarrel ; for  my  part,  like  a true  ally, 
1 only  think  of  my  own  private  intereft. 

I am  told,  Cleopatra*  has  not  fucceeded.  The  piece  is  certainly 
jll  conduifted,  and  I can  hardly  perfuade  myfclf  that  the  author  of 
Ariftomencs  and  Denys  the  tyrantlias  made  a faulty  tragedy  on  fo  flue 
a fubject.  It  is  allowed  that  he  has  fire,  genius,  and  poetical  talents ; 
no  matter,  he  may  poflibly  have  tranl^elfei  fome  of  the  drama- 
tic laws,  and  he  ftands  condemned.  You  have  dogged  yourfelves 
u ith  very  heas'y  ixjctical  fliackles,  and  every  good  writer  mull  groan 
under  their  weight,  and  wiflr  to  break  them;  while  on  the  contrary 
a.fpiritlefs  autlxor,  like  a fpiritlefs  lover,  hugs  his  chains.  The  one 
grows  regular,  the  other  relpedlful,  from  want  of  powers.  Poflibly 
Rome  fauvee  may  fliare  the  fame  fate.  Voltaire  chufes  to  ftrike  out 
new  rules  of  his  own^  and  fafhion  governs  your  decilions,  ftill  more 
than  ours,  in  judging  of  the  works  of  the  jxjets,  as  well  as  of  the 
artificers.  However,  1 am  fitre  his  Cicero  unll  he  very  unlike  that  of 
Crcbillon,  who,  in  the  moft  ftriking  inddent  of  his  life,  is  a mere 
idiot.  In  fhoit,  whatever  your  public  may  fay,  I am  delighted  with 
all  that  Voltaire  writes.  Always  the  fineft  verfes  in  the  world,  bril- 
liant and  juft  ideas  ; I alk  no  more ; non  paucis  offendar  macuUs, 

By  the  fi>ecimen  madame  de  GralEgny  has  given  of  the  delicacy 
of  her  wit  in  the  Peruvian  letters,  I have  a favourable  opinion  of  her 
play  + though  I do  not  like  thole  tragical  and  weeping  comedies.  I 
would  have  things  be  what  they  are;  I love  to  laugh  and  to  cry  in 
form.  Something,  however,  may  be  faid  in  their  favour.  Horace 
allows  comedy  to  foar  a little  now  and  then  ; and  intereft,  fentiment, 
and  affefling  fituations,  are  not  rellrained  to  kings  and  heroes ; they 
are  to  be  met  with  in  common  life. 

• A irag^y  hy  Mr.  MarmonlcI,  an  author  dcfcn  Cxlly  much  admired  hy  lord  Cbeflcrfield,  in 
fcvcral  of  hit  letters. 

I have 
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voxas  nous  flattiez  d’un  plus  long  fdjour  ; mais  clcs  que  vous  avez  fenti 
que  votre  coup  «itoit  fait,  vous  vous  etcs  fauvce.  Nous  vous  condan- 
nons  <ionc  a de  grofles  amendes  epiftolaires,  d'autant  plus  jufte.s 
qxi’elles  ne  font  que  proportionndes  a vos  moyens.  Au  refte  ce  n'etoit 
pas  feulement  it  I’Anglctcrre  que  vous  en  vouliez,  mais  aux  puiilimtes 
maritimcs  ; puifque  Dayrolles,  qui  eft  id  depuis  huit  jours,  m’all'ure 
qu’en  regrets  fur  votre  dep.art  la  Ilollandc  fait  caufe  commune  avec 
nous  ; mais  ellc  dtmelcra  cette  affaire  tomme  il  lui  plaira  ; ixjur 
moi,  _en  veritable  allie,  je  ne  penfe  qu'a  mon  interet  particulier. 

On  dit  (jue  Cleopatrc  * n’a  pas  leuffi.  La  piece  manque  fans  doutc 
de  uxnduite;  j'ai  jjcine  a croire  que  I'auteur  d’Ariftomene  ct  de  Denis 
le  tyran  ait  fait  une  mauvaife  piece,  fur  un  fi  beau  fujet.  II  a Ibre- 
ment  du  feu,  du  genie,  de  la  verve  ; mais  n'importe,  il  aura  man- 
que i quelque  regie  de  theatre ; il  eft  profcrit.  Vous  vous  ^tcs 
forge  des  chaines  poctiques  bien  rudes,  foils  le  poids  def<iuellcs  tout 
bon  auteur  doit  gemir,  ct  fouhaitcr  de  les  brifer  ; au  lieu  qu’un  au- 
teur fans  feu,  comme  un  amant  fans  vigneur,  ch6rit  fcs  chaines  ; I’un 
devient  nigulicr,  et  I'autrc  refiiedueux,  par  impuifTance.  Rome 
fauvee  ne  reuffira  peut-etre  pas  non  plus.  Voltaire  vent  fe  faire  des 
regies  nouvelles,  et  la  mode,  chez  vous  encore  plus  (ju’ici,  ddide  des 
ouvrages  des  poetes  comme  de  ceux  des  marchamls.  Je  fuis  fClr  pour- 
tant  que  fon  Ciceron  ne  reflemblera  gu^res  k celui  de  Crdiillon,  qui 
dans  le  plus  bel  endroit  de  fa  vie  eft  un  imbecille.  Enfin,  tiuoiqu’en 
dife  votre  public,  tout  ce  que  Voltaire  fait  me  charme.  T'oujours  les 
plus  beaux  vers  du  monde,  et  des  penf^s  brillantes  et  juftes ; je  n’en 
demande  pas  davantage ; non  paucis  offender  maculis. 

.Sur  rechantillon,  que  madame  de  Graffigny  adonne  de  la  dclica- 
tefle  de  fon  efprit  dans  fes  lettrcs  Peruviennes,  j'augure  bien  de  fa 
comWie  t,  quoique  ces  comedies  tragiques  et  larmoyantes  ne  foient 
pas  lie  mon  goiit.  Qu’on  me  donne  les  chofes  pour  cc  qu’elles  font ; 
j’aime  a rire  ct  i pleurer  dans  les  fonnes  ; il  y a ponrtant  quelque 
chofe  a dire  en  leur  faveur.  I lorace  iiermet  a la  comedie  de  s’elcver  de 
terns  en  terns ; ct  I’inter^t,  les  fentimens  et  les  finiations  touchantes  ne 
font  pas  homes  aux  rois  et  aux  heros.  La  vie  ordinaire  les  foumit. 

t Cenic,  mentioned  bctorc. 
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I have  read  the  pretended  letters  of  Ninon  I’Enclos*,  and  I 
fhrewdly  fufpedted  that  fo  famous  a name  had  been  borrowed  to 
put  off  an  indifferent  work.  It  has  not  that  charadferiftic,  which 
would  have  diftinguiflied  the  letters  of  that  celebrated  courtezan.  The 
fecond  volume,  as  you  obferve,  is  better,  and  that  is  not  good  for 
much. 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  with  refpedlful  attachment, 

MADAM, 

Your,  &c. 


LETTER  LXXXVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


LontloO)  Sept.  13,  O.  S.  1750. 

C O really,  madam,  you  Real  from  us  all  that  ftrength  and  energy  of 
^ our  language,  upon  which  wc  value  ourfelves  fo  much;  you  add 
the  graces  of  yourown,  and  you  intuit  the  Englifli  in  their  own  tongue; 
that  is  not  fair.  You  fliould  be  content  with  writing  and  fpeaking  yours 
better  than  any  body,  and  let  us  enjoy  ours  unrivalled.  You  want- 
ed me  to  anfwcr  you  in  Englith,  but  that  1 lhall  certainly  not  do.  Trea- 
Ibn  againft  grammar  is  pardonable  in  a foreign  language,  but  not  in 
one’s  own,  and  1 had  rather  appear  guilty  to  all  the  world  tlian  to  you. 
But  to  be  ferious,  madam,  the  letter  you  have  honored  n\e  with  is  al- 
moft  without  a fault.  You  fay  it  has  coft  you  much  time  and  pains; 
but  then  many  an  Englifhmun,  who  pretends  to  be  a man  of  letters, 
does  not  write  fo  well.  It  is  fit  I Ihould  Jiifidfy  myfclf  for  not 
anfwcring  it  fooner ; I h:ul  but  too  good  a rcaioa  to  allcdge.  For 
above  two  months  I have  been  fo  troid^led  with  giddinefs  and  pains 
in  my  head  as  to  be  incapable  of  reading  or  writing.  They  have 
been  mitigated  by  palliatives,  ani  in  three  days  I fhall  fet  out  for 
Bath,  where  I hope  to  find  a cure.  Hojx;  is  a great  matter  in  chro- 


♦ That  famous,  winy,  graerfu!  French  courtezan  of  the  preceding  century,  who,  at  the  age  of 
eighty,  added  one  conqucA  to  the  many  (he  made  before. 
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J'ai  111  les  foi-ilifantes  lettres  dc  Ninon  I’Enclos*,  et  me  fuis  doute 
qu'on  avoit  emjininr^  un  nom  fi  celebre,  pour  faire  pafler  un  ouiTage 
m''diocre.  11  n’a  pas  ce  caraclire  marqu^,  qui  auroit  dilUngue  les 
lettres  de  cette  celebre  catin.  Le  fecond  volume, comme  vous  Ic  dites, 

v.rat  mieux,  encore  ne  vaut-il  gueres.  J’ai  rhonneiir  d’etre  avec  un 
rclix>:taeiLX  attachement, 

MADAME, 

Votre,  8cc 


L E T T R E LXXXVII, 

A LA  M I M £. 


A Londrcj,  cc  30  Sept.  V.  S.  i7SO» 

T T O U S nous  enlevez  done,  madame,  toute  cette  force  ct  cette 
^ energie  de  notre  langue,  dont  nous  nous  picquons ; vous  y 
ajoutez  les  graces  de  la  v6tre,  et  vous  infultez  aux  Anglois,  meme 
en  Anglois.  Cela  n’eft  pas  honnfite  ; vous  auricz  dil  vous  conten- 
tcr  d'ecrire  ct  de  parler  mieux  que  perfonne  votre  propre  langue, 
et  nous  laifler  jouir  exclufivement  de  la  notre.  V’ous  pretendiez 
<jue  je  repondille  en  Anglois  ; je  m’en  donnerai  bicn  de  garde.  Les 
crimes  de  leze-grammaire  font  pardonnables  dans  une  langue  etran- 
gere,  niais  non  dans  la  fienne  propre,  et  j’aimerois  mieux  paroitre 
crimincl  a tons  les  yeux  du  monde  qu’aux  vdtres.  HailleriiL  a-part, 
madame,  la  lettre  dont  vous  m’avcz  honore,  eft  prcfque  fans  fautc. 
Elle  vous  a coftte  bicn  <lu  terns  ct  de  la  jieine,  dites-vous,  mais  aulli 
il  y a des  Anglois  qui  I'e  dilent  lettres,  et  qui  n’ecrivent  i>as  fi  bien. 
Je  dois  me  juftifier  de  n’y  avoir  pas  r^pondu  pliitdt ; la  railbn  n’en 
eft  que  trop  valable.  Depuis  plus  de  deux  mois,  j’ai  etc  accabl6  de 
vertiges  et  de  migraines,  au  point  de  ne  pouvoir  ni  lire  ni  ecrire. 
Des  palliatifs  les  ont  addoucis,  et  Je  pars  dans  trois  jours  pour  Bath, 
dans  refiacrance  d’y  trouver  ma  gucrifon.  L’eljxirance  eft  autant 
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nical  diforders.  The  faculty  pronounce  it  to  be  only  an  indigeftion, 
a fafhionable  complaint,  and  the  natiual  confequence  of  good  living, 
and  they  have  condemned  me  to  yoiu  diet  of  boiled  and  roaft  meat, 
and  have  forbidden  aU  made  diihes  ; fo  that  I fliould  make  but  a poor 
figure  at  Paris,  at  the  fourth  or  fifth  courl'e,  now  in  fafliion,  where 
your  heroic  gluttons  contend  for  the  prize  by  the  llrenglh  of  their  llo- 
machs,  as  the  heroes  of  old  contended  for  vidlory  in  the  Olympic 
games,  by  the  ftrength  of  their  arms  and  legs,  and  by  their  dexterity. 

l am  told  for  certain,  that  V'oltaire  has  fixed  for  ever  at  Berlin  ; 
pray  explain  to  me  the  motives  of  that  emigration.  Does  he,  an 
academician,  luftoiiographer  of  France,  gentleman  of  the  bed-tham- 
ber  to  the  king,  and  a rich  man,  renounce  France,  for  the  fake  of 
enjoying  German  pleafures  and  German  delicacy  ? 1 cannot  conceive 
it.  If  he  really  has  bid  an  everlafting  adieu  to  France,  he  will 
loon  give  }X)u  fome  very  bold  produdtions  of  his  pen.  Hitherto 
the  batIQe  has  been  a great  reftraint  upon  both  his  verle  and  his  profe. 

I have  not  yet  received  the  packet  you  fent  me.  I am,  for  thefe 
fix  months,  as  great  a ftrangcr  to  the  literary  world  in  France  as  to 
»hat  in  the  moon.  Do  you  intend  foon  to  give  us  fometliing  of 
your  own,  to  comfort  me  for  the  prefent  ftagnation  of  my  mind, 
which  is  languilhing  for  want  of  food } I do  not  reckon  your 
charming  epilUe  on  V.auxhall  and  Ranelagh  as  one  of  your  works  ; 
it  is  but  a relaxation  for  fuch  talents  as  yours,  to  prepare  for  Ibme 
more  confiderable  performance.  Pope's  eflay  on  criticifm  wordd  be 
an  objedt  worthy  of  your  attention,  in  cale  you  Ihould  chufe  to 
tranflatc,  but  I advife  you  by  all  means  to  exercife  yotir  own  genius, 
and  to  finilli  the  new  tragedy  you  have  fkctched  out.  You  are 
one  of  the  few,  who  are  not  allowed  to  be  lazy» 

Adieu,  mad.am  ; indeed  my  poor  head,  which  at  bell  is  but  ill 
able  to  entertain  you,  is  lefs  fo  than  ever ; you  muft  forgive  tlie 
mind  in  favour  of  the  fentiments  of  the  heart,  with  which  I lliall 
always  be, 

M A D A M, 

Yours,  8cc.. 

LET- 
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(le  gagni  (Ians  les  inaux  de  langueur.  La  faailtd*  piononce  que 
ce  n’eft  qu’indigeftion  (maladie  dii  bon  ton,  efTct  ordinaire  de  la 
belle  gourmandife)  ct  m’a  condanni  a votre  regime  de  r6ti  et  de 
bouilli,  i Texclufion  de  tout  ragoilt.  Ainli  je  t'erois  une  pitoyablc 
figure  a Paris  aux  quatrieme  et  cinquieme  fervices,  a la  mode  au- 
jourd’hui,  ovi  vos  hciros  gourmands  fe  dii'putent  le  prix  a foRe 
d’ellomac,  comme  les  lieros  fe  difputoient  la  vi£loire  aux  jcux 
olymj)i(iuc's,  a force  de  bras,  de  jambes,  et  d’addrefle. 

On  m’afllire  que  Voltaire  s’elt  etabli  pour  toujours  d Berlin  ; 
expliquez-moi  les  motifs  d’une  telle  emigration.  Academicicn, 
hiftoriographe  de  France,  gentilhomme  ordinaire  du  roi,  ct  d'ail- 
leurs  riche,  renonee-t-il  a la  France  pour  jouir  dcs  agremens  et  de 
la  dclicatefle  Germanique  ? Jc  ne  le  comprends  pas  : s’il  eft  vraL 
qu’il  ait  tout  de  bon  dit  adieu  la  France,  il  vous  donnera  bientdt 
des  pieces  bicn  hardies.  La  baftille  a jufqu’icL  fort  gfine  et  fes  vers 
ct  fa  prole. 

Je  n’ai  pas  encore  reqii  le  paquet,  que  vous  avez  bicn  voulu 
m’envoyer.  Le  monde  litteraire  de  France  m’ert  tout  aufli  inconnu, 
depuis  fix  mois,  que  celui  de  la  lune  i nous  deftinez-vous  bientdt 
quelque  chofc  de  votre  fat;on,  pour  me  confoler  de  I’inadlion,  dans 
laquellc  mon  efprit  languit  faute  d’alimcnt Jc  ne  comptc  pas  votre 
charmante  cpitre  fur  Vauxhall  ct  Ranelagli,  comme  un  ouvrage 
pour  vous  ; e’eft  un  delafl’cmcnt  pour  un  talent  comme  le  vtitre,  cn 
attendant  (jneUpie  ouvrage  plus  conCderable.  I.’effai:  de  Pope  fur  la 
critique  fercit  tin  objet  digne  de  votre  attention,  en  cas  que  vous 
voululliez  traduire,  raais  je  vous  conCbille  fort  de  travailler  d’inven- 
tion,  et  de  finir  la  nouvelle  trag^dic,  que  vous  avez  ^bauchce.  Vous 
£tes  du  petit  nombre  de  ceux,  auxquels  la  parefle  n’eft  pas  permife. 

Adieu»  madame  ; en  vecite  ma  miferable  tete,  peu  digne  de  vous 
entretcnlr  quand  elle  eft  au  mieux,,reft  a-prefent  moins  que  jamais; 
mais  iiardonncz  a I’efprit,  cn  favour  des  fentimens  du-.  cocur,  avec 
kfijuels  je  ferai  eternellcraent, 

MjtDAME, 

Votre,  &C., 
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LETTER  LXXXVm. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

M A D A M, 

TV  ^ R.  Stanhope,  my  kinfman  *,  whom  I mentioned  to  you  in 
England,  will  have  the  honor  to  deUver  this  to  you  at  Paris. 
I know  not  whether  he  is  worthy  of  being  prefented  to  you,  but  I 
well  know  that  every  time  he  has  the  honor  of  feeing  you,  he  will 
be  the  fitter  to  appear.  If  wit  were  catching  like  the  fmall-pox, 
I fliould  prcKure  him  a fair  opportunity  of  catching  the  bell  fort, 
but  it  is  very  certain  that  moll  people  inlenfibly  contradl  the  llyle, 
and  manner  of  the  company  they  frequent.  Therefore  I mull  beg, 
madam,  you  will  permit  him  now  and  then  to  pay  his  court  to  you 
without  ceremony,  at  fuch  hours  as  svill  l>e  leall  troublefome.  Some 
examples  there  are,  w hich  are  better  than  all  the  precepts  in  the 
world,  and  fome  counfcls  which  are  more  forcible  than  commands. 
He  already  knows  and  rcf|Te(Rs  your  reputation,  as  all  the  w orld  does, 
but,  w'ithout  a compliment,  you  rife  above  it,  which  he  w ill  be  con- 
vinced of,  when  he  has  the  honor  of  being  perfonally  acquainted 
WTth  you.  I earnellly  intreat  you,  madam,  to  ule  no  ceremony,  no 
indulgence,  but  to  aflume  that  authority  over  him,  which  is  the  fmall- 
ell  right  you  derive  from  the  friendllrip  you  honor  me  with.  Let 
nothing  pafs  unreproved;  command  fupremely,  and  with  all  due 
deference  to  the  prefident,  I dare  anlwcr  for  it,  his  obedience  to 
fuch  dcfpotifm  will  not  be  the  effedl  of  fear,  but  of  choice. 

Will  you  pardon  tlris  freedom } Yes,  madam,  1 am  too  well  ac- 
ejuainted  with  your  fentiments  to  doubt  it ; you  are  likewife  no 
llranger  to  thofe,  with  which  I have  the  honor  to  be, 

MADAM, 

Your,  &c. 

I 

* Hh  fon. 
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L E T T R E LXXXVUI. 

A LA  M E M E. 

MADAME, 

ly  iT  Stanhope  mon  parent*,  clont  j’ai  eu  I’honneur  tie  vous  entrete- 
tenir  en  Angleterre,  a celui  tie  vous  jwrter  cette  lettrc  ^ Paris. 
Je  ne  fais  s’il  eft  digne  de  vous  6tre  prefentd  ; mais  je  fais  que  chaque 
fois  qu’il  aura  I’honneur  de  vous  voir,  il  en  deviendra  plus  prelcnt- 
able.  Si  I’cfprit  fe  communitiuoit  comme  la  petite  vcrole,  je  lui 
procure  une  belle  occafion  d’cn  prendre,  ct  dc  la  mcillcure  Ibrtc  : mais 
il  eft  tres  I'ftr  qiion  prend  infcnfiblement  le  ton  et  les  mani^res  de 
ceux  qu’on  frequente.  C’eft  pourquoi  je  vous  fupplie,  matlame, 
Ibuffrez  qu'il  vous  fafle  de  terns  en  terns  fa  cour  comme  ami  de 
votre  maifon,  aux  heures  qu’il  vous  fera  le  moins  incommode  : il  y 
a des  exemples,  qui  valent  mieux  que  tous  les  preceptes  du  monde, 
et  des  confeils  meilleurs  que  des  ordres.  11  connoit  deja,  et  refjKifte, 
comme  tout  le  monde,  votre  reputation  ; mais  fans  compliment  Vous 
valcz  encore  mieux,  ce  qu’il  faura  bien  i mefure  qu’il  aura  I’honneur 
de  vous  connoltre  perfonnellement.  Je  vous  demandc  en  grace, 
madame,  point  de  faqons,  point  d’indulgence  i fon  6gard;  mais 
prenez  avec  lui  cc  ton  d’autorite,  auquel  I’amiti^,  dont  vous  m'hono- 
rez,  eft  le  moindre  dc  vos  tlroits.  Nc  lui  palfcz  rien,  ordonnez 
fouverainement ; et,  n’en  dtplaile  au  preliilent,  j’ofe  reixindre  que 
fon  obeiflance  it  un  tel  defpotifme  n’aura  pas  la  crainte,  mais  le  choix 
pour  prindpe. 

Me  pardon nerez-vous  cette  liberte  ? Oui,  madame,  je  connois 
trop  vos  fentimens  pour  en  douter  : vous  favez  auffi  ceux,  avec  lef- 
quels  j’ai  llionneur  d’etre, 

M A D A M £, 


Votre,  &c. 
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LETTER  LXXXIX. 

TOTHESAME. 

London,  Sept.  25,  O.  S.  1750. 

T^ON’T  be  alaraied,  matlam;  I am  recommending  an  Englifliman 
to  you,  but  I would  not  have  you  think  I intend  to  trouble 
you  with  all  my  countrymen.  I know  them  too  well  to  trcfpafs  fo 
lar  upon  the  tVicndlhip  you  honor  me  with;  but  this  is  an  exception, 
as  you  will  find,  and  1 lhall  expect  your  thanks  tor  introtludiig  him. 
It  is  the  earl  of  Huntingdon,  whom  I have  the  honor  to  prelcnt  to 
yovt,  a young  nobleman,  Itill  more  dillinguiflied  by  his  merit  and 
talents,  than  by  his  birth.  He  is  one  of  the  molt  antient  peers  of 
England,  of  the  illuftriousfamily  of  llaitings,  that  ads  fo  ronfidcrable 
a part  in  the  tragedy  of  Jane  Shore,  which  I am  fure  you  mull  have 
read,  written  by  Rowe,  the  author  of  the  fair  penitcitt. 

To  return  to  my  friend,  he  unites  a political  genius  svith  profound 
erudition,  and  his  heart  is  by  no  means  inferior  to  his  underftanding. 
In  fliort,  to  firm  up  all  in  one  word,  he  deferves  a place  in  your  compa- 
ny, or  I would  not  have  introduced  him  to  you. ! le  has  Ireen  a year  and 
a half  at  the  academy  of  Caen,  confequently  he  can  be  no  llranger  to 
your  merit.  He  has  demanded  this  recommendation  as  an  inftance  of 
my  friendfliip,  and  1 am  not  a little  flattered  with  having  it  in  my 
power  to  give  him  fo  fubftantial  a proof  of  it,  and  to  renew  the  al- 
furances  of  the  lincere  attachment,  with  w'liich  I have  the  honor 
to  be, 

MADAM, 

Your  mod  obetlient, 

. , humble  fervant 

Chesterfield. 
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L E T T R E LXXXIX. 

A LA  M £ M e. 

A Londres,  ce  Sept.  V.  S.  1750. 

TJ  ASSUREZ-\'ous,  maclame  ; je  vous  recommaiidc  \in  Anglois,  mais 
lie  croyez  pas  quc  j’aye  I’intention  de  vous  charger  de  tous  mes 
compatriotes.  Je  les  connois  trop  pour  abufer  jufqu’a  ce  jxiint  de 
I'aniitie  dont  vous  m’honorez  ; mais  celui-d  eft  une  exception  tiont 
vous  conviendrez  et  dont  vous  me  faurez  gre.  Ceft  le  comte  de  Hun- 
tingdon, que  j’ai  I’honneur  tie  vous  prefenter ; jcune  fcigncur  que  le 
merite  et  les  talens  diftinguent  encore  plus  que  fa  naifiance ; quoi- 
qu’il  foit  un  dcs  plus  anciens  pairs  d’Angleterre,  de  la  famille  illuftre 
ties  Haftings,  defcendant  en  droite  ligne  de  ce  my  lord  Ilaftings, 
qui  jovie  un  r61e  ft  conftdcrable  dans  la  tragedie  de  Jane  Shore, 
que  vous  avez  fftrement  lue,  ecrite  par  Rowe,  I’auteur  de  la  be//e 
penitente. 

Pour  revenir  a mon  homme,  il  reunit  d un  g6nie  politique  une  eru- 
dition profonde  ; et  fon  ccEur  ne  le  c^de  en  rien  a fbn  efprit.  Enfin 
pour  tout  dire,  il  eft  digne  d’avoir  les  entrees  chez  vous,  fans  quoi  je 
me  ferois  bien  donne  de  garde  d'y  avoir  ete  fon  introdudeur.  Il  a etc 
un  an  et  demi  i I’academie  de  Caen,  votre  merite  par  confequent 
nc  pouvoit  lui  £tre  inconnu.  Il  a cxig6  de  mon  amitic  cctte  recom- 
mandation ; et  j'ai  ete  bien  flatte  de  pouvoir  lui  en  donncr  une  preuvc 
ft  eftentielle,  et  de  vous  reitcrer  les  alTurances  du  veritable  attache- 
ment,  avec  lequel  j’ai  rhonneur  d’etre, 

M A D A M E, 

Votre  tres-humble  et 

trcs-obeiffant  fendtcur, 

ChESTERF  lELD. 
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LETTER  XC. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Nov,  26,  O,  S.  175O. 


MADAM, 

''P'HE  letter  and  the  packet,  you  did  me  the  favour  to  fend  me, 
came  to  hand  but  fix  days  ago;  for  both  wliich  I beg  you  M ill 
accept  my  thanks. 

As  for  the  caufes  you  fend  me  to  tn',  you  bring  them  (to  fpeak 
in  the  law  ftyle)  coram  non  judice,  and,  fliould  1 prefume  to  give 
my  verdict,  an  apjieal  might  juftly  be  lodged  againll  my  fentence : 
but  no  matter,  every  one  takes  upon  him  to  judge,  and  too  often 
thofe  M ho  are  lealt  able  are  the  moft  peremptory.  I,  therefore,  fend 
you  my  decrees,  which  you  may  caufe  to  be  ftruck  out  of  the  records, 
whenever  you  pleafe. 

In  primis,  I decide  without  hefitation,  that  cardinal  Richelieu  is 
the  author  of  his  own  political  teftament*,  and  that  Voltaire’s  plead- 
ings prove  nothing  to  the  contrary.  The  work  evidently  bears  the 
ftamp  of  a ftate-minifter,  and  a churchman. 

I cannot  fo  eafily  decide  the  caufe  at  prefent  "depending  between 
your  king  and  your  clergy.  The  letters  againft  the  clergy  are  well 
w'ritten,  and  fo  are  the  anfwers  ; but,  w'ithout  pretending  to  decide, 

I am  for  the  king,  and  I conlkler  the  clergy  of  all  religions,  as  a 
body  of  men,  who  have  feparate  interefts  and  views,  diftindl  from, 
thofe  of  the  reft  of  mankind.  The  moft  defjiotic  kings  exercife  no 
jurilduftion  but  over  the  Ixxlies  and  gootls  of  men ; but  all  the  clergy, 
from  the  great  lama  of  the  Thibet  to  his  holinds  at  Rome,  and  the 
archbilhop  of  Canterbury  at  London,  afpire  to  defixitifm  over  the 
mind  ; a defpotifm,  which  is  the  more  dangerous,  as,  when  once  it  is 
cftabliftied,  it  extends  to  every  thing  elfe.  The  body  and  goods  are 
no  better  than  rags,  thofe  gentlemen  are  the  foie  difjienfers  of  your 
falvation,  and  what  will  you  not  do  to  obtain  it?  This  has  lx;cn 
fuificicntly  evinced  during  feven  or  eight  centuries  of  the  reign  of 
the  clergy  and  of  ignorance. 


But 


* The  autlu'atldry  of  that  celebrated  work  was  attacked  with  great  rpeclowraeft  of  argument 
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MAD  A WE, 


A Loadrci,  cc  26  Kov.  V,  S.  *750. 


T 'L  n’y  a qUe  fix  jours,  que  j’ai  requ  la  lettre  et  Ic  paquct,  que  vous 
avez  bien  voulu  m’envoyer ; agrccz  mes  rcmcrcimcns  do  I’un  ct  dc 
I'autre. 

Les  proces,  que  vous  m’envoyez  a decider,  vous  les  ixntez  (jwur 
parlcr  cn  terme  de  palais)  coram  non  judice,  et  fi  je  pr^tendois  en 
juger,  on  apixilleroit  avec  raifon  de  ma  fentence  : n’importe,  tout  le 
monde  juge  ; fouvent  ceux  qui  en  font  les  moins  capables  font  les 
plus  decififs,  ainfi  Je  vous  envoye  mes  arrets,  que  vous  ferez  biffer  des 
regltres,  quand  il  vous  plaira. 

In  primis,  je  decide  fans  balancer,  que  le  cardinal  de  Richelieu  eft 
I’auteur  de  fon  propre  teftament  ^ ; ct  que  le  plaidoyer  de  Voltaire  ne 
prouve  rien  contre.  L’ouvrage  eft  marque  au  coin  d’un  miniftre 
d’etat,  et  d’un  ecclefiaftique. 

J’ai  plus  de  difficulte  a decider  le  proces  adluellement  litipendant 
entre  votre  roi  ct  le  clergc.  Les  lettres  contre  le  clerge  font  bien 
ccrites,  ainfi  que  les  reponfes ; mais  fans  prononcer,  je  fuis  ix)ur  le 
roi,  ct  je  confiderc  le  clerge  de  toutes  les  religions  comme  un  corps, 
qui  a des  interets  et  des  vucs  diftindesde  ceux  dureftedu  genre  humain. 
Les  rois  les  plus  dcljxrtiqucs  n’en  veulcnt  qu’aux  corps  ct  aux  biens 
des  hommes  ; mais  tout  clerge,  depuis  Ic  grand  lama  du  Thibet  juf- 
qu’ii  fa  faintete  a Rome,  et  rarchevcque  de  Cantorbery  a Londres,  pre- 
tend au  (lefixitiline  I'ur  les  efprits  ; def|X)tifmc  d’autant  plus  dangcreux 
qu’etant  unc  fois  etabli,  il  entrainc  tout  le  rcftc.  ■ Le  corps  et  les  biens 
ne  font  plus  que  des  guenilles ; ces  mefiieurs  out  ve>tre  falut  exclufi- 
vement  entre  leur  mains  ; ct  que  ne  fait-on  pas  jxnir  I’obtenir  ? Sept 
ou  huit  fiecles  dc  fuite  du  regne  du  clerge,  et  dc  rignoiamcc,  I’ont  aflez 
dtmontre. 


inpiCQuiiy,  !iy  Voliairf,  and  defended  with  equal  wit  ami  m^rc  rolldity  l>y  M-  dc  Fon- 
ceinn^nc,  one  of  the  n.ofl  hontft  iHcn  a»  well  as  the  beft  fehotars  In  France. 

L 1 2 Mais 
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But  this  affair  of  the  clergy  feems  to  have  given  place  to  that  of 
the  Rates  of  Brittany,  which  has  the  advantage  of  novelty.  That  is  no 
fmall  concern  in  every  country,  and  is  of  niore  confequcnce  in  France 
- than  in  any  other.  Youmay  be  fure  that  as  an  Englifliman,  and  a parlia- 
ment-man, I muft  be  the  moft  humble  fervant  of  the  Rates ; therefore 
I am  filent  ujxjn  that  article,  leR  1 fhould  be  fet  afide  as  a partial  judge. 
Once  upon  a time,  the  horfe  called  man  in  to  his  affiflance  againR  the 
Rag ; the  man  got  on  his  back,  affiRcd  him,  fubtlued  him,  and  re- 
mained his  mafler.  Thus  did  men  call  in  kings  to  afliR  them  againR 
each  other.  1 lories  arc  Rill  luckily  ignorant  of  their  own  Rrength, 
as  well  as  fubjetRs  of  their  natural  rights:  if  they  did  but  krnnv 
them,  how  many  riders  would  be  thrown,  and  how  many  kings 
dethroned!  Some  remains  of  ignorance  in  thefe  matters  are  jx:rhaps 
an  advantage. 

I hold  for  the  force  of  education,  though  I allow  that  natural  dif- 
pofition  has  fome  flrare  in  what  we  are.  Education  certainly  does 
not  give  wit,  where  nature  has  refufed  common  fenfe;  but  edu- 
cation gives  a right  turn  to  the  Icnfc  we  have,  and  even  influences 
the  heart,  which  is  not  indeed  created,  but  falhioned  by  education. 
To  that  it  is  undoubtedly  owing,  that  butchers,  executioners,  and  in- 
(juilitore,  have  Icfs  I’enlibility,  and  arc  more  blooriy -minded,  than 
other  men.  As  for  thof'e  fine  fentiments  of  natural  afleiRion,  which 
w e meet  with  in  novels,  tragedies,  and  even  in  your  mtxlern  weeping 
comedies,  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd.  A father,  a mother,  a hul- 
band,  a wife,  children,  wlio  have  never  feen  one  another,  know  each 
other  at  once  by  a certain  emotion,  a thrilling,  a — whatever  you 
pleafe,  occalloned  by  that  fympathy  at  the  fight  of  the  obJecR.  If 
liich  a fentiment  did  really  exiR,  what  dilcovcrics,  and  confequently 
what  confiifion,  w'ould  it  not  occafion  in  Paris  and  London!  Mow' 
many  citizens  would  change  fathers,  and  Ihcd  thole  loft  tears  of 
Joy,  at  the  difeovery  of  their  true  pappas  in  the  palaces  of  Vcrfailles 
and  S.  James’s,  or  jierhaps  in  the  regiment  of  guards! 

Such  arc  my  fentiments  conceniing  the  library,  you  have  lent  me, 
which  has  alTordcd  me  great  entenainment.  I may  fay  to  you  very 
truly,  what  dedications  almoR  always  fay  w ithout  any  truth,  that  if 
Rand  in  aw  e of  your  taRe,  I truR  to  yom  indulgence. 

Lady 
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Mais  cctte  affaire  du  clerge  paroit  avoir  cede  la  place  chez  vous  a 
celle  dcs  etats  de  Bret.agne,  qui  a I’avantagc  de  la  nouveaute.  Co  n'elt 
pas  pen  dans  tout  pais,  et  moins  en  France  qu’en  tout  axitre.  Vous 
fentez  bien  ejue  comme  Anglois  et  parlementaire,  jc  dois  ctre  le  tres- 
humblc  ferviteur  des  6tats,  ainfi  je  me  tais  fur  cet  article,  de  peur 
d’etre  recule  comme  juge  partial.  Le  cheval  apjjella  autrefois 
I’homme  a fon  lecours  contre  le  cerf ; riiomme  le  monta,  le  fccc'tirut, 
le  fubjugua,  et  en  refta  le  maltre.  Les  hommes  appellerent  aulli  les 
rois  a leur  fecours  Tun  contre  I’autre.  Ileureufemcnt  les  ebevaux 
ignorent  encore  leur  force,  et  les  lujets  leurs  droits  naturels ; s'ils  les 
favoient,  qu’il  y auroit  de  cavaliers  dcfarc^nnes  et  de  rois  detrones  ! 
Un  refte  d’ignorance  fur  ces  matieres  peut-^tre  eft  le  mieux. 

Je  fuis  pour  la  force  de  l’6ducation,  convenanten  meme  terns  <jue 
le  naturel  entre  pour  quelque  chofe  en  cc  que  nous  Ibmmes.  L’e- 
ducation  ne  donne  pas  fiirement  de  I’cfprit  ii  ceux,  a qui  la  nature  a 
refufii  le  fens  commun  ; mais  I’cducation  decide  de  la  tournurc  de  cctte 
portion  d’efprit  qu’on  a ; ct  de  meme  du  coeur,  qui  n’cft  pas  fait  a 
la  verity,  mais  en  grande  partie  faqonne,  par  I’education.  C’eft  par 
elle  fans  doute  que  les  bouchers,  les  bourreaux,  ct  les  inquiliteurs, 
font  moins  compatilTans  et  plus  fanguinaires  quo  les  autres  hommes. 
Pour  ce  qui  eft  de  ces  beaux  fentimens  d’affection  natiu’elle,  cpii  bril- 
lent  dans  les  romans,  dans  les  tragedies,  et  meme  a-prefent  dans  voa 
comedies  larmoyantes,  rien  n'eft  jjIus  fou  ; un  jx-re,  une  mere,  un 
mari,  une  femme,  des  enfans,  qui  ne  fc  font  jamais  vus,  fc  connoil- 
fent  reciproquement  par  un  certain  faififlement,  unfiiHbn,un  tout 
cc  qu’il  vous  plaira,  que  leur  caufc  ce  fentiment  naturel  a la  vue  <!e 
I’objet.  ’ Si  uri  tel  fentiment  exiftoit,  quellcs  decouvertes,  et  par  con- 
fe(]uent  quel  defordre  ne  caufen>it-il  j>as  a Paris  ct  a Londres  ! Quel 
nombre  de  citoyens  changeroient  de  perc,  et  verferoient  do  ces 
belles  larmes  d’attendrifrement,  en  decouvrant  leurs  veritables  papas 
dans  les  palais  lie  Verfaillcs  et  de  St.  James,  ou  i>cut-4:tre  dans  le 
regiment  des  gardes. 

Voila  mes  fentimens  fur  la  bibliotheque,  que  vous  m’avez  fouri  iie, 
ct  qui  m’a  beaucoup  amufe.  Je  vous  dirai  la-dclfus  trcs-v'rita- 
blcment,  ce  que  les  epltres’  dedicatoiics  difent  prcfquc  toujoui-s  fuis 
verite,  que  ft  je  trains  votre  goftt,  jc  compte  cn  raemc  terns  fur  votre 
indulgence.  Wadama 
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Lady  Chcftcrfickl,  who  defircs  her  beft  compliments  to  you,  is 
amuling  herl'clf  with  reading  the  books  you  lent  me,  which  1 have 
divided  into  three  lliarcs,  one  for  her,  one  for  lady  Allen,  and  another 
for  Mrs.  Cleland.  I wilh  I coidd  fend  you  fomething  entertaining 
from  hence,  but  we  have  nothing  new,  that  would  afford  you  any 
amufement.  The  mules  are  lb  bufy  in  your  country’,  that  they 
cannot  f])arc  time  to  pay  us  a vilit,  and  you  know  AjxjUo  feldom 
frequents  the  fifty-third  degree  of  northern  latitude,  efpedally  at 
this  fcafon. 


LETTER  XCI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  0£l.  13,  O.  S.  17  50. 


M A D A M, 

TT  ^E  have  both  been  itl  luck;  I have  received  your  letter  of  the  6th 
^ ’ of  Odlobcr,  and  you  have  not  received  a very  long  one,  which  I 
wrote  ten  or  twelve  days  before.  The  jk)!!;  feems  to  be  a judge  of 
letters,  and  to  deliver  thofe  only,  that  are  worth  reading.  In  that, 
which  mifearried,  I had  acknowledged  the  rcceiptof  the  large  parcel 
of  books  you  was  fo  kind  as  to  fend  me,  and  h.ad  ventured  to  give 
you  my  opinion  of  them;  in  this,  I thank  you  for  the  parcel  Mr. 
Ilothain  brought  me  from  you.  The  bearer  plcafed  me  no  lei's 
tlian  the  parcel;  he  has  greatly  improved  in  France,  and  I found 
him  very  amiable,  or  if  he  is  not,  he  appc.ired  fo  to  me,  becaufe  he 
talked  much  of  you,  madam,  jult  as  I thought,  and  a conlbrmity  of 
opinion  is  a great  recommendation. 

I am  charmed  with  Chiic,  notwithftanding  my  diflike  to  tragi- 
comedy, or  weeping  plays.  This  i>iccc,  though  aft'eifing,  is  not 
tragical.  The  iituations  .arc  iatcrefiing,  but  not  horrid ; the  fenti- 
ments  are  true,  it  is  nature;  we  lecourfelvcs  in  them,  and  they  arc 
not  thol'c  refined  fentimental  feelings,  that  none  ever  felt.  Another 
rccommend.alion  to  me  is,  that  it  is  not  in  verfe,  and  confequently  la- 
vours  Id's  of  the  bufkin.  I c-amrot  bear  your  comedies  in  verfe ; I am 
fliockcd  to  hear  the  nonfeufe  of  Frontin  and  Lifettc,  and  the 
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Madame  de  Chefterficid,  qiu  vous  fait  millc  complimeiis,  eft  wai- 
pee  d lire  les  livres,  quc  vous  m’avez  envoyes,  doiit  j’ai  fait  trois  por- 
tions, pour  die,  pour  mylady  Allen,  et  ix)ur  madame  Clclaiid.  Je 
voudrois  pouvoir  vous  envoyer  quelque  chofe  d'iri  pour  vous  amul'er  ; 
mais  il  ne  paroit  rien  qui  le  mcrite.  Les  mufes  font  li  occupt-es  ehez 
vous,  qu'dles  n’ont  pas  le  loilir  dc  nous  faire  vifite ; et  vous  iavez 
qtrApoUon  ne  frequente  gudes,  furtout  dans  cettc  faiibn,  le  cin- 
quante-troifieme  degr6  de  latitude  feptentrionale. 


L E T T R E XCL 


A LA  M I M B. 


A Loodrcs,  ce  13  0£i,  V*  S.  175O. 

MADAME, 

O U S avons  tons  deux  eu  dii  bonheur  : j’ai  rc9u  votre  lettre  du 
6 Octobre,  N.  S.  et  vous  n’en  avez  pas  re^u  une  tres-longue  de 
ma  part,  6crite  dix  ou  douze  jours  avant.  La  pofte  femble  fe  connoi- 
tre  en  lettres,  et  ne  livrer  quc  ceUes  qui  en  valent  la  peine.  Dans 
cette  lettre  perdue,  j’avois  accufb  la  rteption  du  gros  paquet  dc  livres, 
que  vous  avez  cu  la  bonte  dc  m'envoycr,  fur  lefquels  j’avois  hafarde 
mes  fentimens  : dans  celle-ci  je  vous  remertie  du  patjuct,  que  mon- 
licur  Hotham  m’a  donne  de  votre  part.  Le  portcur  ne  m’a  pas  moins 
plu  que  le  paquet ; il  s’eft  bien  forme  en  France,  je  I’ai  trouve  bien 
aimable,  ou  s’il  ne  I’eft  pas,  il  me  I’a  paru  parccqu’il  a parlb  bcaucoup 
de  vous,  madame,  precifement  comme  j’en  penfois,  ct  une  con- 
formite  de  fentimens  previent  extremement. 

Je  fuis  charmc  de  Genie,  malgr^  I’averiion  quc  j’.ii  pour  les 
comedies  tragiques  ou  larmoyantes.  Cette  piece,  quoique  touchantc, 
n’eft  pas  tragique.  Les  lituations  cn  font  intcreflantes,  mais  jias 
affreufes  ; les  fentimens  font  vrais,  e’eft  la  nature,  on  s’y  retrouve ; 
et  ce  ne  font  pas  ccs  bcairx  fentimens  dc  cailleltes,  qu’on  n’a  ja- 
mais fentis.  Une  autre  chofe,  qui  me  la  recoramandc,  eft  qu’ellc 
n’eft  pas  en  vers,  et  par  conl&jucnt  fent  moins  le  brodequin.  Je 
ne  puis  vous  pardonner  vos  comedies  cn  vers,  je  fuis  choque  d’en- 
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aukwarcl  limpHcity  of  lAibin,  in  the  finell  verfes  in  the  world.  As 
lor  tragedy,  I give  it  up  to  the  jwcts ; in  many  refi>edls  it  cannot  he 
natural,  and  ixrctry  gives  it  the  project’  dignity;  but  in  comedy, 
which  mull  be  a natural  reprclcntatron  of  common  life,  it  is  mon- 
llmus  to  moke  people  talk  in  fine  rhyming  verfe.  But,  we  are 
toid,  accortling  to  Horace,  comedy  now  and  then  railes  her  voice. 

1 grant  it,  to  a certain  degree  of  elegant  prole,  luitablc  to  the  cha- 
r.xilcr  and  the  lubjeet ; but,  he  who  is  to  fix;ak  as  people  ufually  do, 
is  not  to  foar  aloft,  lb  as  to  fpeak  as  nobody  ever  fpokc.  One  of  our 
famous  comic  authors  Sir  George  Etherege  tried  it.  He  wrote  two 
excellent  plays,  entitled,  Sbe  n'ould  if  Jbe  could,  and  'The  man  of 
mode,  or  Sir  Fopflirig  Flutter’,  and  in  a third,  entitled.  Love  in  a tub^, 
he  introduced  the  capital  charadlcrs  fjx:aking  in  rhyme;  but  the 
public  was  offended  at  this  infult  offered  to  common  lenfe,  and,  as 
an  equitable  avenger,  irrecoverably  tlamned  the  piece. 

We  tlo  not  dclcrve  the  honor  you  do  us  of  tranflating  our  plays 
and  novels.  Your  ftage  is  too  nice  and  too  chalte  to  endure  moft 
of  our  performances,  which  carry  not  only  freedom  but  even  licen- 
tioufnefs  beyond  the  bounds  of  decency  and  probability.  I do  not 
believe  we  have  fix  plays  that  are  fit  to  ajqiear  upon  your  ftage  fuch 
as  they  are.  There  would  be  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  a total  al- 
teration. If  Prevdt  tranflates  our  Clarifla,  he  mull  curtail  it  at  leaft 
by  one  half.  There  is  a great  number  of  fuperfluities,  and  at 
the  fame  time  it  is  very  affeifting,  and  abounds  with  interefting'  fitua- 
tions.  The  author  of  this,  who  likewife  wrote  Pamela,  is  a bookfellerf, 
a man  of  no  learning,  and  deficient  in  ftyle,  but  who  is  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  human  heart.  The  feven  volumes  fliould  be  re- 
duced to  three. 

A thoufand  thanks  to  the  good  company  you  name.  How  happy 
fltould  I have  been,  had  my  prefence  fuperfeded  their  kind  remem- 
brance ! Mrs.  Bulkeley  is  very  amiable,  and  deferving  of  the  place 
fhe  filled  at  that  fupper. 

I con- 

' Lord  OicnofiilJ  (lid  not  recoUeft  thit  hmt  in  a tub  w»i  the  firft  of  Sir  George  Etherege's 
pljjr.  ; and  that,  though  partly  written  in  heroic  verfe,  it  was  received  with  uncommon  applaufe, 

and 
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tendrc  Ics  pagnoteries  de  Frontin  et  de  Lifette,  et  les  groffities  nai- 
vetes de  Lubin  dans  les  plus  beaux  vers  du  monde.  Pour  la  trage- 
die  je  la  livre  aux  poetes  ; a bien  des  egards  elle  ne  jKut  ctre  natu- 
relle,  et  les  vers  liii  donnent  une  dignite,  qui  lui  eft  ablblunient  necel- 
faire ; mais  dans  la  comcdie,  qui  doit  Ctrc  une  reprtfentation  naturclle 
de  la  vie  ordinture,  il  eft  monftrueux  d’y  faiix:  parlor  les  gens  en  vci-s 
bien  rimes.  Mais  dit-on,  d’apr^s  Horace,  la  comWie  eleve  de  terns 
en  terns  fa  voix  : je  le  veux  bien  a uu  certain  point  de  profe  foutenuc, 
et  convenable  au  caradl^re  et  au  fujet ; mais  tel,  qui  doit  purler 
comme  on  {xirle,  ne  s’^leve  point  jufqu’a  parler  conime  on  n’a  Jamais 
parle.  Ua  de  nos  c^-lebres  auteurs  comiques  I’a  eflliye.  C’eft  le  che- 
valier Etherege,  qui  a fait  deux  comedies  excellentes,  intitulces  She 
•would  if  Jbe  could,  et  fbe  Man  of  mode,  or  Sir  Fopling  Flutter  ; et 
dans  une  troifieme  intitulee  Love  in  a tub  % il  a ccrit  les  grands 
rdles  en  vers  rimes  : mais  le  public  s'eft  fouleve  centre  cettc  infulte 
faite  au  fens  commun,  et  en  vcngcur  equitable,  il  a condanne  la 
pi^e  pour  toujours. 

Nous  ne  meritons  pas  I’honneur,  que  vous  nous  faites  de  traduire 
nos  pieces  et  nos  romans.  Votretheatre  eft  trop  jutte  et  tropchitieix>ur 
foufirir  la  phipart  de  nos  pieces,  qui  pouflent  non  feulement  la  liberte, 
mais  la  licence,  au-dehi  des  lx>mes  de  la  decence  et  de  la  vraifem- 
blance.  Je  ne  crois  pas  que  nous  en  ayons  fix  tie  prefentables  chez 
vous  dans  I’ctat  ou  ellcs  font.  Il  faudreit  neceflairement  les  refon- 
dre.  Si  Pre\’ot  tratluit  notre  Clarice,  il  doit  I’abreger  d’unc  bonne 
moitic  ; il  y a un  furieux  fiqxirflu,  et  en  m£me  terns  un  interct  tou- 
chant,  et  des  fituations  intereflantes.  Celui  qui  I’a  &rite,  qui  eft 
aufti  I’auteur  de  Pamela,  eft  un  libraire+,  qui  manque  de  favoir  et  de 
ftyle,  mais  qui  connoit  le  cceur.  Des  fept  volumes  il  en  faudroit  fiiire 
trois. 

Mille  graces  au  refte  a la  bonne  tx>mpagnie,  que  vous  me  nom- 
mez.  Que  j’aurois  etc  aife  d'avoir  prevenu  ce  fouvenir  par  ma  jire- 
fence  ! Matlame  Bvdkeley  eft  trcs-aimable,  et  digne  de  la  place  qu’ellc 
occupoit  a ce  fouper. 


and  procored  to  the  author  the  friendOiip  of  the  moA  eminent  uits  of  his  time,  via.  the  duke  of 
Buckmghiiin,  the  carb  of  Dorict  and  of  RocheAcr,  Sir  diaries  Scdley,  and  many  more, 
t Mr.  Ricliardfon  the  primer. 

VoL.  11.  Mm  je 
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. I confider,  perhaps  ratlier  tx»  late,  that  if  you  have  at  laft  re- 
ceived my  former  letter,  and  this  fliould  follow  dofe  after  it,  I may 
have  given  you  a literary  forfeit,  and  that,  by  way  of  diet,  you  will 
be  obliged  to  write  no  more  to  me,  for  fear  of  the  confequcnces.  I 
lliall,  therefore,  break  oft'  abruptly,  and  without  telling  you  how 
much  I am,  8cc. 

P,  S.  As  marlhal  Saxe  is  now  of  no  fed,  he  little  cares  where 
his  boily  fliall  rcft«.  The  worms  will  equally  have  their  ihare, 
whether  under  the  jirotedion  of  St.  Peter,  or  that  of  I.uther 
or  Calvin  ; but  his  glory  is  in  fafety : this  wc  can  atteft  to  our 
toft,  and  we  do  him  juftice.  Will  nation:U  prejudice  and  paity 
zeal  fuft'er  you  to  do  the  fame  in  France  ? 


LETTER  XCII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Jan.  14,  O.  S.  1751. 

"T  NDEED,  maikim,  my  gratitiule  is  equal  to  your  kindnefs;  this 
comprehends  all  in  one  fentcnce ; two  flieets  of  compliments 
wovild  nor  exprefs  it  fo  fully.  My  young  traveller  is  duly  fenfible 
of  the  civilities  you  have  heaped  upon  him ; he  prides  himfelf  in 
having  received  your  commands  relating  to  a dancing-marter,  he 
confiders  himfelf  as  your  adopted  fon,  and  even  alludes  to  I don’t 
know  who  in  the  fable,  whofe  education  the  mufes  had  fuiwrin- 
tended.  He  is  certainly  in  a good  fchool,  and  it  will  be  his  own 
fault  if  he  tlocs  not  improve,  lince  you  condclcend  to  inftruift  him 
by  your  advice  and  example.  He  is  not  only  deficient  in  the  man- 
ners of  the  jxilite  world,  but  I wifti  he  may  not  have  contracted  thofe 
of- the  German  and  Italian  world,  having  fj->ent  uptvards  of  four 
years  in  thofe  tw'o  countries;  and  as  good  mafters  like  better  to  teach 
Ichcclars,  who  have  never  Icamt  at  all,  than  thofe,  who  have  been  ill- 
principled,  it  is  not  imix)flible  but  that  the  German  ftiffnefs,  and  the 
’ Italian  . 

* A«  thr  msii  fliil  rcnlinuccl  to  his  death  to  profefs  the  Lutheran  rclipjon,  his  l>ody  could  not 
be  dcpofilcd  in  the  cathidral  ofParis,  or  at  St.  Denys,  where  the  alhes  of  thcFrcnch  kings  lie.  As 
ih:  court,  however,  was  dcictmined  to  do  all  poffibic  honor  to  that  great  warrior's  memory,  they 
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Jc  fids  r(^fletElioh,  peut-^tre  uii  pen  trap  tard,  que  fi  niadcrntere 
lettre  vous  eft  ehfin  parvenue,  ct  que  celle-t:i  la  luive  de  pres,  je  vous 
«uroi  caufi  une  indigeftion  litt^raire,  et  que  par  regime  vous  ferez. 
obligee  de  ne  me  plus  ^crire  crainte  des  fuites,  Jc  finirai  done  bruf- 
quement,  et  fans  vous  dire  iquel  jx)int  je  fuis,  See. 

P.  S.  Lc  marfechal  de  Saxe  n’etant  li-prefent  d’aucune  fedle,  il  nc 
s’embaraffera  gueres  oil  fon  corps  rejwfera*.  Les  vers  en 
auront  i;galemerit  kur  part,  foit  fous  la  protection  de  St.  Pierre, 
foit  fous  celle  de  Luther  on  de  Calvin  : mais  la  gloire  eft  cn 
fiirete,  nous  en  fommes  malhcureufement  les  garans,  nous  y 
rendons  jufticc.  Les  preijuges  de  nation  ct  de  fecfle  vous  ix:r- 
mettront-ils  d’en  faire  autant  en  France? 


LETTRE  XCII. 

A LA  M E ■ £, 

A Lomlrcc,  cc  14,  Jsnv.  V.  S.  1751. 

N verite,  madamc,  ma  reconnoilTance  egale  votre  bonte,  e'eft 
tout  dire  en  deux  mots.  Deux  fcuilles  de  complimens  n’en 
inarqueroient  pas  fi  bicn  I’citendue  ; auffi  mon  jeune  voyageur  fent 
comme  il  le  doit,  les  attentions  dont  vous  I’avez  combk.  II  fe  fait 
gloire  d’avoir  requ  vos  ordres  au  fujet  d’un  maitre  a danfer ; il  fe  con- 
lid^re  comme  votre  fils  adoptif ; il  fait  meme  allufion  i je  ne  fais 
qui  dans  la  fable,  dont  les  mufes  fe  chargerent  du  foin  de  Ikducation. 
11  eft  fiirement  cn  bonne  ccolc  ; s’il  n’en  profite  p;is,  ce  fera  fa  faute, 
puifque  vous  daignez  rinftruirc  par  vos  confcils,  ct  par  vos  exemplcs. 
Non  feulement  il  n’a  pas  I’ufage  du  beau  mondc,  mais  je  crains  qu'ij 
n’alt  I’ufage  du  monde  Allemand  et  Italien,  ayant  pafle  plus  de  qua- 
tre  ans  dans  ccs  deux  pais ; et  comme  les  Ixins  maitres  pretcrent 
d’enfeignericeux,  qui  n’ont  jamais  appris,  phitdt  qu’a  ceux,  qui  out  cu 
de  mauvais  principes,  il  fe  jx)urroit  que  la  roidcur  AUemande  et  la 
pantalonade  Italienne  retarderoient  les  progres  du  bcl  ufage.  Vous 

oritcrcd  his  remains  to  lie  fent  toStralbatg,  tbe  capital  of  tiic  Lutheran  province  of  Alface,  at  the 
kin^s  ex|iencc,  and  a fujKrb  monument  has  been  created  to  imjQoruUzc  his  mcrils^  and  thegmti- 
todc  of  tkc  French. 


Mm2 
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Italian  buffoonery,  may  retard  his  improvement  in  tlie  addrefs  of  a 
man  of  fafhion.  You  accufe  your  country  of  levity,  hut  ours  has 
juft  as  much ; the  difference  lies  only  in  the  mode.  Engliffi  levitv 
is  grave,  and  French  levity  is  gay.  Sofia  (in  the  play  of  Am- 
pliitryon)  prefers  quiet  vice  to  noify  virtue,  and  I prefer  a chearful 
to  a tirefome  trifler.  We  can  boaft  of  neither  at  prefcnt;  our 
Pamaflus  is  grown  fo  barren,  that  it  produces  nothing,  either  good 
or  bad  ; our  very  paftry-cooks  complain  of  it,  as  they  are  forced  to 
pay  clearer  for  good  paper,  that  has  not  been  fjioilcd.  The  paper 
you  promife  to  lend  me,  when  it  appears,  wiU  not  be  fo,  at  leaft  if 
it  has  been  filled  by  the  perfons  you  name.  The  lettere  of  madame 
de  la  Fayette,  madame  de  Coulanges,  &c.  excite  my  curiofity ; they 
are  names  which  we  are  accuftomed  to  refpedl. 

When  I was  laft  at  Paris,  I heard  Mr.  Fontenelle  read  two  of  his 
fix  philofophical  plays,  which  you  tell  me  aregoing.to  be  publilhed;. 
they  are  full  of  fentiment  and'delicacy,  but  rather  deficient  in  comic 
humour.  I may  venture  to  fjieak  fo  of  a modern,  but  not  of 
Terence,  though,  between  you  and  me,  I tliink  fo.  I have  the 
honor  to  be,.  See. 


letter  XCIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  May  20,  O.  S.  1751; 

Y^OU  will  fay,  M hy  do  you  write  to  me  now,  or  why  did  not  you- 
write  fooner?  A moment’s  patience,,  madam;  pray  why  have 
you  fent  me  that  colledlion  of  . letters,  where  monfieur  de  la  Roche- 
toucault,  madame  de  la  Fayette,  and  madame  de  Coulanges,  make 
fuch  a poor  figure  compared  to  madame  de  Sdvigne ; and  whv  do 
you  accompany  that  collciftion  with  a letter  full  as  good  as  the  belt 
of  hers  ? Many  more  befides  myfelf  would  l.e  at  a lofs  what  to 
do.  Shall  1 aniwer?  By  no  means,  fays  felf-love;  rather  do  a rude 
than  a foohih  thing.  See  the  cvreck  of  all  thofe  great  wits-  will 
you  fpht  upon  the  fame  rock?  Unable  to  anfwer  this  reafoning,  1 

determined 
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taxez,  madame,  votre  pais  de  fnvolitc,  le  n6tre  en  a tout  autant ; 
la  difference  n’eft  que  dans  la  fa^on ; la  f'rivolite  Angloifc  eft  ferieufe, 
et  la  frivolity  Franqoife  enjoude.  Sofie  (dans  I’Amphitrion)  prefere 
un  vice  commode  i une  bruyante  vertu  ; et  moi  le  frivole  aimable 
au  frivole  cnnuyeux.  II  n’eft  i-prefent  queftion  ni  de  I’un,  ni  de 
I’autre  ici ; notre  Parnafle,  devenu  ft^rile,  ne  produit  rien  de  bon  ni 
de  mauvais ; nos  pitilliers  memes  s’en  plaignent,  obliges-  de  payer 
plus  cher  du  bon  jjapier,  qui  n’eft  pas  gite.  Le  papier,  que  vous  me 
faites  efperer  de  m’envoyer  quand  il  paroitra,  ne  Ic  fera  pas,  dn  moins 
fi  Ics  perfonnes  que  vous  me  nommez  I’ont  employii.  Les  lettres 
de  mefdames  de  la  Fayette,  de  Coulanges,  See.  excitenr  egalemenr 
ma  curiolite,  ce  font  des-  noms  qu’on  eft  accoutume  de  rcfpedlcr. 

J’ai  ou’i  lire  i M.  dc  Fontenelle,  quand  j’6tois  dernierement  a Pa- 
ris, deux  de  fes  fix  comedies  philofophiques,  dont  vous  m’annoncer 
la  publication  : elles  ^toient  pleines  de  fentiment  et  de  dclicateflb, 
mais  il  y manquoit  un  peu  du  levain  comique.  J’ofe  parler  ainfi  d’un 
modeme,  mais  non  de  Terence,  quoiqu’entre  vous  et  moi,  je  le:- 
penfe.  J’ai  I’honneur  d’etre,  Sec. 


L E T T R E XCIII. 

A LA  M S M E. 

A Londres,  cc  20  Mai,  V,  S.  175T.  - 

PODRQUOI  m’ecrire  a-prifent,  ou  pourquoi  ne  m’avoir  pas  6crit 
plfitdt,  direz-vous  ? Un  moment,  madame  ; pourquoi,  s’il  vous 
plait,  m’avoir  envov6  ce  recueil  de  lettres,  oil  monfieur  de  la  Roche- 
fbucault,  mefdames  de  la  Fayette  et  dc  Coulanges,  font  une  fi  mince, 
figure  -vis-i-vis  dc  madame  de  Sevigne,  et  pourquoi  accompagnez-vous 
cc  recueU  d’une  lettre,  qui  valoit  bien  la  meilleurc  des  fiennes  f. 
Rien  d’autres  que  moi  fe  trouveroient  cmbarrafKs ; repondrai-je  ? 
Gardez-vous  cn  bien,  dit  mon  amour  propre ; faites  plutdt  une  im- 
politefle  qu’une  fottife;  voyez  les  debris  du  naufrage  de  tons  ces  beaux 
eljpidts,,  voulez-vous  ichouer  fur  le  m£me  ecuoil?  Ne  pomunt  r^- 
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(ktciTnined  not  to  anfwer  your  diartning  letter,  but  confcience  will' 
Ibmetimes  aflert  her  right  in  fpite  of  felf-love.  At  latt  I con- 
liderecl  how  nnith  I was  indebted  to  ymi,  and  I blamed  myfelf  fpr 
not  endeavouring,  at  Icaft,  to  pay  oif  the  ftorc.  Tliis,  mdeed,  is  a 
debt  1 am  unable  to  dilcluu'ge,  but  it  is  tlic  part  of  an  honeft  man 
to  give  his  ereditors  what  he  can,  were  it  no  more  tharr  a penny  in 
the  ixnind.  How  indeed,  madam,  can  I ever  repay  the  pleaiure  you 
have  procured  me,  not  only  by  the  books  you  have  fent  me,  but 
Hill  more  by  the  letters  you  have  honored  me  with?  At  lead:  I think 
1 have  hit  uix»n  an  exjK'dient  to  acquit  myfelf,  and  tliat  is,  by  fen<l- 
ing  you  four  ambalfadors  to  make  you  an  aiwlogy  in  my  name  ;■ 
though,  by  the  way,  their  own  names  are  far  beyond  mine.  They, 
are  Shakcfjtcar,  Milton,  Dryden,  and  Pope,  the  oniaments  of  our 
nation,  who,  if  they  knew  you,  would  elleem  it  an  honor  to  be 
placed  in  your  houfe.  You  w ill  find  them  there  on  your  return  to 
Normandy ; they  fet  out  next  week  for  Dieppe.  1 beg  you  will 
flrew'  fome  kindnefs  to  Dryden,  who  is  jealous  of  the  preference  you 
have  given  to  Milton  and  Pope.  You  may  give  Shakef^xrar  wlrat 
rcccittion  you  think  proper,  as  he  fometimes  dtferves  the  heft,  and 
fometimes  the  worft. 

We  have  nothing  new'  in  the  literary  way  that  merits  your  at- 
tention. Two  or  three  jdays  have  been  hilled,  or  tolcr-rtcd  out  of 
dompallion  to  the  authors,  W'ho  were  known  to  be  ftarving;  the  reft 
have  fj^nt  themfelves  in  political  diflert,ations  on  the  minillry,  after 
the  manner  of  tlfis  country.  It  is  quite  otherwife  in  France,  where, 
as  Dudos  obferves,  there  is  a conftant  ferment  of  wit,  that  breaks 
out  every  day.  Now  I mention  Dudos,  I like  his  laft  book®,  though 
I know  it  has  been  anticifed  at  Paris.  He  has  well  lludied  charaders, 
and  expofed  prejudices;  he  tells  tniths  with  energy,  hut  has  not, 
perhaps,  that  laboured  elegance  of  ftylc,  or  thofe  polite  phrafes, 
which  are  now  fo  much  in  falhion;  but  his  book  is  not  the  worfe 
for  that. 

Vauxhall  and  Ranclagh  have  opened  on  the  two  firft  days  of  this 
year  that  could  be  called  fummer.  1 have  been  to  both,  but  did  not 

* A very  inrgcnioqs  Cuirc  of  (he  nuniicn  of  (he  French  oKion,  uodor  thethk  of 
fur  Ul  miurt  du  fitcU% 
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pondre  a ee  raifonncmcnt,  j';ii  pris  le  parti  de  ne  pas  rtijxjndrc  a votrc 
chamunte,  Icttrc ; voila  la  veritable  caufc  dc  mon  filcnce,  m.iis  la 
confcicncc  rcprcnd  cjuelquefois  fes  droits  eii  depit  de  I’amour  pio- 
pre.  A la  fin  j“envifageai  ce  quc  je  votjs  devois,  et  je  me  reproehai 
le  crime  de  ne  pas  ticher  au  moins  de  m’acxjiiitter  ; c’ell  une  dctte, 
il  eft  vnfi,  que  je  manque  de  moyens  de  payer,  mais  la  l)onne  foi 
exige  qu’on  donne  cc  qu’on  jxMit  a fes  cr&ncicrs,  ne  Icroit-ce  qu'iin 
foil  par  livre  ftcrling.  En  effct,  madame,  le  moyen  de  vous  payer  le 
plaifir  que  vous  m’avez  procure,  non  feulement  par  les  livres  quc 
vous  m’avez  envoyes,  mais  encore  plus  par  les  lettres,  dont  vous  m’a- 
vez honore  ? Enfin,  je  crois  avoir  trouve  un  expedient  jiour  m’ac- 
quitter ; c'eft  de  vous  envoyer  quatrc  ambafladeurs,  jxnir  vous  fairc 
amende  honorable  en  mon  nom,  quoique,  par  parenthefe,  Icurs  noms 
valent  mille  fois  mieux  que  le  mien.  C’eft  Shakefpear,  Milton,  Dry- 
den  et  Pope,  I’honneur  dc  notrc  nation  ; qui,  s’ils  vous  connoiflbient, 
fe  feroient  honneur  d’etre  placcis  chez  vous.  Vous  les  y trouverez 
il  votrc  rctour  en  Normandie  ; ils  partcnt  la  femaine  prochainc  ixnir 
Diepiie.  Ayez  quelque  bonte  jxiur  Drydcn,  jaloux  de  la  preference 
que  vous  avez  donnee  a Milton  et  a Pojie.  yous  fercz  a Shakcfjx;ar 
tel  accueil  que  vous  jugerez  i projxis,  vfi  quc  quclquctbis  il  merito 
le  meilleur,  et  quelquefois  le  plus  mauvais. 

11  ne  paroit  ricn  ici  dans  le  genre  litteraire,  digue  de  votre  atten- 
tion. Deux  ou  trois  pieces  de  theatre  out  ete  fifties,  ou  toUrees  par 
compaflion  pour  leurs  auteurs,  qu'on  favoit  avoir  grand  faim  ; les 
autres  le  font  bpuifes  en  difibrtations  politiques  fur  le  miniftere,  ii 
la  mode  du  pais.  11  en  eft  autrement  chez  vous,  oil,  comme  remar- 
que  Duclos,  il  y a une  fennentation  d’efprit,  qui  fc  developjx.'  tons 
les  jours.  A propos  dc  Duclos,  j’aime  fon  dernier  livre®,  quoique 
je  fache  qu’on  le  critique  a Paris.  Il  a bien  etudiii  les  c.aradleres, 
et  bien  expofe  les  prejuges  : il  dit  des  verites  avec  force,  peut-etre 
n’a-t-41  pas  cette  elegance  travaillec  dc  ftyle,ni  cette  politellc  dephrafes 
taut  a la  moile  a-prefent ; mais  fon  livre  n’en  eft  pas  moins  bon. 

Vauxhall  et  Ranelagh  ont  repris  les  deux  premiers  jours  de  cette 
annee,  qui  ayent  fenti  I’etu  ; j'ai  et^  a I’lin  et  i I’autrc,  fans  y trouver 
les  meraes  agrtimens  qu’il  y a dciix  ans.  Au  contraire,  ils  n’ont 

fait 
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rdilli  them  fo  well  as  1 did  two  years  ago.  On  ithe  contrary,  they 
put  me  in  mind  of  the  trick  you  played  us ; you  muft  make  us 
amends  by  coming  again,  and  rather  than  not  come  at  all,  you  muft  ’ 
apiwar,  as  you  did  before,  to  difapi)ear  again;  that  is  one  of  thofe 
faults,  which,  the  oftener  you  commit,  the  fooher  you  will  be  for- 
given. How  happy  fliould  I be,  could  I but  once  more  rej)cat  to 
you  at  Blackhcath,  which  is  now  fmilhed,  the  aftliranccs  of  the 
mfpecft,  with  whic  h I have  the  honor  to  be, 

. M A D A M, 

Your,  &c. 


LETTER  XCIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Nov.  7,  O.  S.  1751. 

MADAM, 

IV/T ^ "'^td  is  going  back  to  Paris  to  pay  his  court  to  you ; permit 
him  to  do  the  fame  for  me.  I do  not  offer  you  this  letter  in 
payment  for  the  laft  you  honored  me  with,  l^t  Voltaire  anfw'er 
fuch  a one  if  he  can ; for  my  part,  1 am  content  with  knowing  the 
value  of  it.  You  talk  to  me,  madam,  of  my  buft;  yes,  make  it 
fpeak  as  you  have  made  the  four  others  fpeak,  which  I fent  you, 
and  it  fhall  fail  for  Dieppe  by  the  firft  fair  wdnd.  Upon  fuch  a 
recommendation,  I fliould  be  fure  of  meeting  w ith  a gracious  re- 
ception from  thofe  illuftrious  dead,  except  Pope,  who  unfortunately 
has  been  too  well  acquainted  with  me  to  be  imjxifcxl  upon ; though 
perhaps,  as  a friend,  he  w'ould  not  betray  me.  But  I have  a much 
better  fcheme  to  prtqxife : make  me  fpeak  myfelf  as  you  have  made 
them  fjxiak,  that  is,  as  you  fpeak  yourfelf,  and  you  will  fee  me 
■*  come  fome  day  or  other,  not  in  a buft,  but  in  perfon,  in  Sourdiere- 
ftreet.  You  had  beft  accept  of  this  propofal;  it  would  coft  you  1^ 
Jittle,  and  I fliould  be  a great  gainer  by  it. 

5 We 
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-fait  que  reveiller  le  fouvenir  du  mauvois  tovir,  que  vous  rious'&vez 
jou4.  Recommencez  par  voye  de  reparation  r pU!lt6t  quejde.ne: pas 
parottre  du  tout,  paroiflcz  comrae  vous  avez  4eja  fait,  pomr  dil^xt- 
roitre.  C’eft  une  de  ces  fautes,  que  plus  vous  les  ferez  phis  on'  snus 
la  pardonnera.  Que  je  'ferois  heureux  de  pouvoir  encdr©>.yoWs 
rfit^rer  h Blackheath,  q\ii,  par  parenth&fe,  eft  fini,  les  afturances  de 
.refpeit,  avec  lefquels  j"ai  I’honneur  d'&re,  I'j  . : 

. i -y.- ' :i 
MADAME,  ..  j./  ■ 1 

Votrc,  &C.  , ‘ 

= ■ f T.-'  ' I 


L E T T R E XCIV. 


MADAME, 


A LA  M 2 M E. 


A Loodrci,  7 Nov.  V.  S,  1751, 


\^ON  pupillc  s’en  retourne  ^ Paris,  pour  vous  faire  facour;  per- 
mcttez  qu’il  vous  p»rte  mon  hommage.  Je  ne  vous  offie  pas 
cette  lettre,  en  paycment  de  cellc,  dont  vous  m’avez  honore.  Que 
Voltaire  rcpomle  s’!!  le  peut,  i de  telles  lettres  que  votre  demiere ; il 
me  fuffit  d’en  conntilfte  le  prix.  Vous  m’y  parlcz,  madame,  de 
mon  buftc ; oui,  faites-le  parler  comme  vous  faites  parler  les  quatre, 
que  j’ai  eu  I'honncur  de  vous  envoyer,  et  il  paflera  4 Dieppe  par  le 
premier  bon  vent.  A ce  titre-Ia  ces  illuftres  moits  me  feroient  un 
accueil  gracieux  ; a I’exception  de  Pope,  qui  malheureufement  m’a 
trop  bien  connu  pour  prendre  le  change,  mais  qui  comme  ami  peut- 
^tre  ne  me  trahiroit  pas.  Void  pourtant  ce  qvje  je  trouverois  encore 
mieux : promettez  de  me  faire  parler  moi-meme,  conuajj^bus  les 
avez  fait  parler,  c’eft-ii-dire,  comme  vous  parlez  vous-n|^Bpct  vous 
me  verrez  un  beau  matin,  non  en  buftc,  mais  en  perfjro^^dans  la 
rue  de  la  Sourdine  ; acceptez  plutdt  ce  dernier  parti,  il  ne  vous  cou-* 
tcroit  gubres,  et  j’y  gagnerois  infiniment 
VoL.  II.  N n 


Nous 
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We  Tiave  no  wit  left  here,  or  we  are  all  brimful  of  it,  as  the 
liar*  is  full  of  truth,  for  none  comes  out.  Our  Pamaffus  has,  for 
this  long  while,  produced  no  flowers,  but  plenty  of  thorns  and 
thillles,  which  are  greedily  devoured  by  certain  animals  that  graze 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill ; I am  far  from  fending  you  any  of  thede. 
An  acquaintance  of  mine,  who  is  no  bad  poetf,  is  achially  about  a 
tranflation,  or  rather  an  imitation,  of  Cenie.  He  makes  it  a tragedy, 
as  it  ought  to  be,  and,  inftead  of  the  chamber-maid,  he  fubftitutes  a 
more  interefting  charafler,  and  better  fuited  to  the  principal  fubjedl.  I 
think  his  alterations  are  judicious,  and,  by  what  he  has  Ihewn  me, 
I have  a great  opinion  of  the  reft.  When  it  is  publiflied,  1 lhall 
have  tlte  honor  to  fend  it  you. 

I hear  Duclos  is  writing  a new  novel.  I am  glad  of  it ; he  writes 
with  energy,  and  is  free  from  prejudices,  even  more  fo  than  he 
chufes  to  own.  Be  fo  good,  madam,  as  to  alTurc  Mr.  du  Boccage 
that  I infinitely  eftcem  and  honor  him;  I hope  the  gout  has  left 
him.  I fliould  never  have  done,  were  I to  teU  you  all  that  lady 
Ghefterficld,  Mrs.  Cleland,  Mrs.  Montague,  and  lady  Allen  defire 
me  to  fay  from  them;  lefs  if  I fhould  pretend  to  exprefs  the 
fentiments  of  admiration  and  refpe<ft,  with  which  1 have  the  honor 
to  be, 

MADAM, 

Your,  8cc. 


LETTER  XCV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  March  4.,  O.  S,  175a. 


'V?'  OUR  undertaking,  marlam,  is  a noble  one,  worthy  of  you, 
no  means  above  your  powers;  I atteft  the  allies  of 
hClton,”’>^R>  would  not  deny  my  aflertion.  The  only  thing  I diflike 
is  the  time  you  have  allotted  to  do  it  in,  no  lefs  than  your  whole 


• Tbii  ;U1ih1cs  to  the  two  following  lines  in  Corneille’s  play,  U Minitkr  : 

Vous  avea  tout  Ic  corps  bicn  plcin  dc  verites, 

11  n'en  fort  jajnais  unc, 

• life; 
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Nous  n’avons  plus  d’efprit  id,  ou  nous  cn  fommes  tons  pleins, 
conime  le  menteur*  de  v^rit^,  car  il  n’cn  fort  point.  Notre  Par- 
nallc  n’a  jxiint  depuis  longtems  produit  des  fletirs,  mais  bien  des  char- 
dons  et  des  epines,  que  certains  animaux,  qui  s’ebaudifTent  au  bas 
de  cette  montagne,  devorent  avec  avidite ; je  n’ai  garde  de  vous  cn 
cnvoyer.  Un  homme  de  ma  connoilTance,  qui  n’eft  pas  mauvais 
poete  +,  travaille  adhiellement  a une  tnuludion  de  Genie,  ou  pKitdt  a 
une  imitation,  il  en  fait,  comme  dc  railbn,  une  trag6die  ; il  fubllituc 
a la  place  de  la  fuivante  un  caradlerc  plus  intereflant,  et  plus  li^  avec 
le  principal  fujet.  Je  trouve  ces  changemens  judicieux  ; et  par  ce  qu’il 
m’en  a montr6,  j’augure  tres-bien  du  refte  : quand  il  paroitra,  j’aurai 
I’homieur  de  vous  I’envoyer. 

j’apprends  que  Duclos  va  donner  un  nouveau  roman.  J'en  fiiis 
bien-ail'e,  il  6crit  avec  force,  et  eft  degage  de  prejuges  plus  meme 
qu'il  n’ofe  I’avouer.  Ayez  la  bonte  d’aflurer  monfieur  du  Boccage 
que  je  reftimc  et  que  je  I’honore  infiniment;  j’efpere  que  la  gouttc 
I'a  quittd.  Je  ne  finirois  iwint,  fi  je  vous  detaillois  ce  que  mefdames 
de  Chefterfield,  Clelan'd,  Montagu  et  mylady  Allen  voudroient  que 
je  vous  difle  de  Icur  part,  encore  moins  fi  je  vous  exprimois  Ics 
fentimens  d’admiration  et  de  refpedt,  avec  lefquels  /"ai  I’lionneur 
d’etre, 

M A D A M E, 

Votre,  See. 


I,  E T T R E XCV. 

A LA  U I S.1  E. 

A I.oudres,  ce  4 M-re,  V.  S.  T/Jl. 

VOTRE  entreprife  eft  brilliuite,  madame,  digne  de  vous,  etnul- 
lement  au  deffus  de  vos  forces,  j'en  attefte  les  mtoes  de 
Milton,  qui  ne  me  d^lavoueroicnt  point.  La  feule  chofe  qui  m’en 
d^plait  eft  le  terns  que  vous  y deftinez,  fculement  toute  votre  vie,  dc 

t Mr.  Francis,  known  by  his  elegant  tranflation  of  Horace. 

N n a 


forte 
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life;  fo  that  nobcxiy  will  read  your  poem  without  lamenting  its 
Ijcing  ended.  But  take  notice,  that,  according  to  Ariftotle,  the  laws 
of  epic  poetry  do  not  require  the  death  of  the  atithor.  For  my 
})art,  I muft  never  expeft  to  fee  it,  as,  iu  the  courie  of  things,  you 
are  to  furvdve  me  many  years.  I am  now  fifty-fcvcn,  and,  accord- 
ing to  David's  reckoning,  I have  at  moft  but  wenty-rfirce  years  to 
live.  I defire,  therefore,  you  will  fix  a fliortcr  jx;riod  for  your  epic 
labours,  and  let  me  know  it  exaflly,  that  1 may  take  proportionable 
care  of  my  health. 

I would  fain,  madam,  read  your  Difeovery  of  the  nexo  viorld*., 
before  1 go  and  m.ake  mine.  I have,  .according  to  your  orders, 
fearched  for  fuch  books  as  might  have  Ibme  affinity  -with  your 
fubjeft,  but  have  found  only  two,  which  I fend  you;  the  one  is  a 
tragedy  of  Dryden’s,  entitled,  ‘Ihe  conquejl  of  Mexico^  full  of 
beauties,  intermixed  with  a great  deal  of  ftuff.  It  will  not,  however, 
be  altogether  ufelefs  to  you.  He  punts,  in  a lively 'manner,  the 
ideas,  which  mull  naturally  have  occiured  to  thofe  honeft  favages, 
on  the  approach  of  the  Spaniards,  svho  came  to  rob  and  murder 
them,  and  to  promote  their  falvationi.  The  other  is  an  Italian'  epic 
poem,  and  downright  Italian  it  is,  which  I have  met  with  at  Mr. 
I larenc’s  +,  who  makes  you  a prefent  of  it.  It  is  fbe  difeovery  of 
America,  and  chiefly  of  Brazil,  by  Vefpufius  Amcricais,  in  forty 
cantos.  As  he  confines  himfelf  to  the  Brazils,  he  leaves  you  plenty 
of  room  in  America,  and  I am  perfuaded  you  will  not  ftand  in  his 
way;  it  is  an  endlels  allegory.  Brazil  is  heaven,  and  Vefpufius  is 
the  chrillian,  who  only  attains  to  it  after  much  labour  and  many 
fufftrings ; the  whole  clad  in  true  Italian  bombaft ; but  in  fuch  an 
undertaking  as  yoiurs,  it  is  proper  to  fee  whatever  has  the  leall  re- 
ference to  it,  both  to  avoid  and  to  imitate. 

I likewife  fend  you  our  Englifh  Cenie,  which  has  taken  the  name 
of  Eugenia.  The  better  fort  have  approved  of  it,  but  the  pit  and 
galleries  did  not  relifli  a tragedy  without  bloodfhed.  Delicate  fen- 
timents  d<)  not  affcdl  our  common  people,  they  mult  have  obje<£ls 
that  llrike  the  fenfes,  and  are  only  moved  by  the  fufferings  they 
fee,  and  even  thefe  mull  be  dyed  in  blootl.  I believe  you  will  like 
the  tranflation,  or  rather  imitation ; and  I think  you  will  not  dif- 

* The  Columbiad  by  raailame  du  Boccage. 

approve 
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forte  qu’on  ne  lira  votre  po&ne,  qu’en  rcgrettant  qu'il  eft  fmi.  Au 
refte,  Ics’  loix  cle  I’^pop^c,  felon  Ariftote,  n’exigent  point  la  mort  clc 
I’autcur.  Pour  moi  je  ne  le  verrai  done  jamaLs,  puifque  vous  devez 
naturcllement  me  furvivre  un  grand  nombre  d’anmies.  J'ai  cin- 
quantc-fept  ans  ; et  felon  le  compte  de  David,  il  ne  m’en  refte  au  plus 
que  vingt-trois  a vivre.  Fixez  done,  je  vous  prie,  un  termc  plus 
court  4 VOS  travaux  epiques,  et  faites-lc  moi  favoir  au  jufte  ; j’aumi 
foin  de  ma  fante  a proportion. 

Je  voudrois  bien,  madame,  lire  votre  decouverte  du  nouveau 
Monde  avant  que  d’aller  faire  la  mienne.  J’ai  cherche  felon  vos 
ordres  les  livres,  qui  ixnivoient  avoir  quebjue  relation  a votre  fujet,. 
et  Je  n’en  ai  trouve  que  deux,  que  j’ai  rhonneur  de  vous  envoyer. 
L’un  eft  une  trag^die  de  Drydcn,  intituliie  la  conquite  du  Mexiqnfy 
pleine  de  belles  chofes  melees  avec  Iteaucoup  de  fatras ; elle  ne  vous 
fera  pourtant  pas  tout-a-fait  inutile.  II  y depeint  vivement  les  idees,. 
qui  fc  prefentoient  itaturellement  a ces  bons  fauvages  4 1’approchc  des- 
Efpagnols,  qui  venoient  pour  les  voler,  les  egorger  ct  faire  Ictu'  falut, 
L’autre  eft  nn  pocme  epique  Italien,  trcs-Italicn,  que  j’ai  trouvd  chez 
monfieur  Harenct,  qui  vous  en  fait  c.-uleau.  C’cft  la  deconverte  de 
FAmeriquey  et  nommement  du  Brezil,  par  Vefpufius  Americus,  en 
quarantc  chants.  Comme  il  fe  borne  au  Brezil,  il  vous  laifte  place 
de  refte  en  Amerique,  et  je  fuis  peiiuade  que  vous  ne  I’incommo- 
derez  pas  ; c’cft  une  allegoric  a perte  de  %ne.  Lc  Brezil  eft  le  cicl  ; 
Vefpufius  e’eft  lc  chniticn,  qui  n’y  parvient  qu’apres  bien  des  travaux 
et  des  fourtranccs,  lc  tout  envcloppe  d’un  Phoebus  digne  de  de-la  det 
monts.  Mais  dans  une  cnti'cprife  telle  tjue  la  votre,  il  eft  1x>n  de 
voir  ce  qui  jieut  y avoir  lc  moindre  rapjioiT,  taut  pour  evitcr  que  pour 
imiter.  J’ai  aufti  I’honneur  de  vous  envoyer  notre  Cenie  Angloife, 
qui  a pris  le  nom  tX Eugenie.  l,es  hemnetes  gens  I'ont  gotltee,  mais 
le  parterre  ct  les  galeries.nont  pu  s’accommoder  d’une  tragedie  fans- 
carnage ; les  fentiraens  delicats  ne  remuent  pas  aflez  le  coeur  de 
notre  peuplc,  il  lui  faut  des  objets  (enfibles,  il  n’cft  touche  que  des 
malhcurs  qu’il  voit,  encore  faut-il  qu'ils  I'oient  teints  de  fang.  Jc 

f A very  ingcD>ous  French  eentieman,  nei<rhbaur  to  k>rd  Cbenerfu-ld^  and  hiftt^cA  friend  at 
Blackbcaih,  where  du  Bcccage  had  feen  him,  during  her  (tiy  In  Kiigland. 
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approve  our  p(x;t,  for  fiibHituting  the  part  of  Emilia  to  that  of  Lifettc. 
1 fupiiore  mailame  <Ie  Grafligny  does  not  underftand  Englifh,  cifc  I 
»\ould  have  lent  her  a copy;  if  fhe  does  underftand  it,  Mr.  Stan- 
hojie  has  one,  which  I am  fure  will  be  much  at  her  fervice.  Now 
1 mention  him,  I muft  tell  you  that  his  gratitude  for  your  favours 
i'upplies  his  want  of  politcnefs  and  good  breeding.  He  thinks  he 
has  made  fome  progrefs,  but  I have  only  Iris  word  for  it,  which  I 
would  truft  to  in  any  other  article,  fooner  than  in  this.  We. muft 
hope  that  time  will  let  all  right ; my  chief  dependence  is  on  your 
good  advice. 

1 ought,  madam,  to  thank  you  for  the  books,  you  did  me  the 
honor  to  fend  me ; but  I think  it  is  fidl  late.  Had  there  been  any 
of  your  own,  1 Ihould  not  luive  been  fo  remifs;  but  you  only  enrich 
me  at  the  expence  of  others.  Formerly  you  was  generous,  but 
now  you  do  like  the  mifers ; for  the  fake  of  dying  rich,  you  toil  and 
hoard  up,  and  give  nothing  away.  I Ihould  rob  you  of  too  much 
of  your  time,  were  I to  enumerate  all  the  compliments  I am  com- 
miftioned  to  fend  you.  I fliould  trefpafs  ftill  more  upon  it,  fhotild  I 
attempt  to  exprefs  at  large  the  fentiments  of  refpedt  and  attach- 
ment, w hich  I lliall  carry  to  my  grave,  and  with  which  I am, 

MADAM, 

Your,  8cc. 


LETTER  XCVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  May  lOj  O.  S.  1752. 

T Am  too  much  flattered,  madam,  by  the  obliging  concern  you 
exprefs  for  my  tveak  ftate  of  health,  to  delay  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  your  kindnefs.  I have  been  lamed  for  thefe  three  wrecks 
by  a fall  from  ray  horfe,  but  not  on  a hunting-match.  I received 
a violent  ftroke,  but  no  joint  w as  diflocated,  fo  that  the  hurt  has 

not 
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crois  que  vous  trouverez  la  tradudtion  oii  pl6t6t  rimitation  bonne,  et 
que  vous  ne  faurez  pas  mauvais  gre  a notre  poete  d'avoir  fubftitue 
le  cara£l6re  d’Emilip  a celui  de  Lifette.  Je  luppofe  que  madame  dc 
Graffigny  n’entend  pas  I’Anglois,  fans  quoi  je  lui  en  aurois  envoye 
une  copie.  Si  elle  I’entend,  monficur  Stanhoije  en  a une  qu’il  fera 
charm^  de  lui  preienter.  A projxjs  de  lui,  fa  reconnoilfance  dc  vos 
homes  fupplec  a ce  qui  lui  manque  du  cdte  de  la  politefle  et  de.s  ma- 
nitres.  II  crok  pouitant  avoir  fait  des  progres ; mais  je  n’en  ai  d’autre 
temoignage  que  fa  paix)le,  a la<juelle  je  me  fierois  plutdt  i tout  autre 
egard efp^ons  tout  du*  terns,  c'ell  fur  vos  confcils  que  je  tompte 
k plus. 

Je  devrois,  madame,  vous  remercier  des  livres,  que  vous  m’avez 
fait  riionneur  dc  m'envoyer;  mais  il  me  femble  que  e’eft  troptard. 
SHI  y avoit  cu  du  v6tre,  cela  ne  me  feroit  pas  arrive  ; mais  vous  ne 
m’enrichiffez  qu’aux  depens  d’autrui.  Autrefois  vous  6tiez  plus  ge- 
nereufe,  voxis  tlcvcncz  comme  les  avares : poiu  mourir  riche,  vous 
travaillez,  vous  amalTcz,  et  ne  donnez  ricn.  Je  vous  prendrois  trop 
dc  momens,.  fi  je  vous  faifois  tons  les  complimens,  dont  on  me  charge, 
pour  vous.  Ce  feroit  encore  plus  en  abufer  que  de  vous  detainer 
les  fentimens  de  refpciSt  et  d’attachement,  avec  lefquels  je  mouiTai,. 

MADAME, 

Votre,  See.. 


■ L E T T R E XCVI. 

A I A M S M E. 

A r.onJjfi,  oc  20  Mai.  V.  S.  1752. 

JE  fuis  trop  flatte,  madame,  de  la  part  que  vous  voulcz  bicn. 

prendre  a ma  chetive  fante,  pour  ne  pas  me  hater  de  vous  en 
kmoigner  ma  reconnoilfance.  Une  chute  dc  cheval,  et  non  a la 
chalfe,  m’a  eftropie  depuis  trois  femaines.  Le  coup  etoit  violent, 
et  je  n’ai  povtrtant  rien  dc  difloque ; j’en  fuis  qvfute  i bon  marche, 

et 
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not  been  verjr  conliderablc',  nor  have  I quarrelled  with  chance,  which 
you  abufc  fo  leverely,  from  motives,  which  would  be  very  flattering 
to  me,  if  your  judgment  had  as  great  a lhare  in  them  as  your  polite- 
nefs.  I am  releafed  from  my  confinement  to-day  for  the  firft  time, 
and  the  fprain  of  my  leg  is  ftill  fo  confiderable,  that  I cannot  walk 
w ithout  the  help  of  a good  flick.  ! ■ 

I beg,  madam,  you  will  admire  Voltaire’s  hiftory,  to  authorize 
my  oj>inion  of  it.  I have  read  it  three  tim«,  and  intend  to  read  it 
tliiity  more  : in  fliort,  I doat  on  it.  It  is  criticized  here,  and  ftill  more 
at  Pat  is ; ^ with  all  riiy  heart,  but  1 look  upon  Cbimene  with  the 
eyes  of  Rodrigo**.  1 cannot  fee  the  blcmiflics  through  the  beauties, 
that  enchant  me.  It  is  faid  to  be  deficient  in  the  dignity  of 
hiftory.  I own  it  is  in  two  fmall  volumes  in  1 2®,  inftead  of  two 
large  volumes  in  4®,  adorned  with  head-pieces,  tail-pieces.  See. 
but  his  refledWons  are  not  introduced  by  the  pompous  fo  true  it 
is  of  your  folio  hiftorians.  Let  us  both  allow-  that  we  find  through- 
out the  book,  all  that  a man  of  fenfc,  who  is  well  informed,  would 
wifti  to  fay,  and  all  that  a man  of  fenfe  would  wifti  to  learn,  con- 
cerning a period  which  will  ever  be  famous.  As  I am  acquaint- 
ed with  his  fentiments,  I even  admire’ his  moderation.  He  attacks 
the  prejudices  of  mankind,  and  the  madnefs  and  fury  of  fedls,  but 
he  does  it  genteelly,  and  as  it  were  by  chance.  You  may  plainly  fee 
he  does  not  fay  all  he  thinks,  and  that  he  even  fpares  the  moft  ex- 
travagant opinions,  if  they  are  univerfally  adopted. 

Mr.  Stanhope,  who  is  gone  to  Germany,  laments  his  quitting 
Paris.  He  is  duly  fenfible  of  his  obligations  to  you  ; but  1 queilion 
whether  he  has  cxprelTed  it  as  elegantly  as  I could  wifti.  Per- 
mit me,  madam,  to  fupply  tliis  deficiency,  by  afluring  you  again  of 
the  fentiments  of  attachment  and  admiration,  with  which  I ftiall 
ever  be, 

MADAM, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


* In  d:c  Ciil,  a tragedy  of  Corneille, 
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et  nc  fuis  pas  fi  brouille  avcc  le  hazard,  contrc  Icquel  vous  vous 
irritez  par  des  raifons,  qui  me  feroient  bicn  fiattcufes,  fi  votre  jugc- 
ment  y avoir  autant  de  part  que  votre  ptditelle.  Jc  fors  de  priibn 
aujo\mlhui  ^xjur  la  premiere  fois  ; et  la  foulure  des  nerfs  de  la 
jambe  eft  au  point,  qu’un  gros  biton  m'eft  fort  nicelfaire. 

Admirez,  je  vous  en  fupplie,  madame,  Thiftoirc  de  Voltaire,  pour 
autorifer  mes  fentimens:  je  Tai  lue  trois  fois,  et  la  relirai  trente;  enfiu 
j’en  fuis  fou.  EUe  eft  critiqud-e  id,  et  encore  plus  i Paris  ; je  le  veux 
bien,  mais  j’ai  jwur  Chimene  les  yeux  dc  Rodrigue ; je  n’en  vois 
point  les  defauts  au  travers  des  beautes,  qui  m’enchantent.  II  y man- 
que, dit-on,  la  dignity  de  I’hiftoire.  Elle  eft,  il  eft  vrai,  en  deux 
petits  volumes  au  lieu  de  deux  grands  volumes  w-4,  avec 

vignettes,  culs-  de  lampe,  8cc.  mais  les  refledions  n’y  font  pas  in- 
troduites  par  le  faftueux  tant  il  ejl  vrai  des  hiftoriens  in-folio.  Con- 
venons  entre  nous  qu’on  y irouve  tout  ce  qu'un  homme  d’efprit  bien 
in  forme  voudroit  dire,  et  tout  ce  qu’un  homme  d’efprit  voudroit' 
apprendre  d’vme  ^poque  iternellement  celebre.  Connoiflant  fes 
fentimens,  j’admire  m^me  fa  retenue.  Il  attaque  les  prejuges'  dd 
monde,  et  la  folie  et  la  fureur  des  fedles,  finement  et  fculement 
en  palTant.  On  voit  qu’il  en  penfe  plus  quil  n’en  dit,  et  qu’il  ma- 
nage m6me  les  plus  folks  opinions  6tablies. 

Mr.  Stanhope,  a<ftudlemcnt  pafte  en  Allemagne,  m’a  temoigne  fes 
regrets  d’avoir  quitt^  Paris.  Il  fent  tout  le  prix  de  vos  bontes ; mais 
jc  doute  qu'il  vous  I’ait  exprime  avcc  toute  I’clegance,  que  je  lui  fou- 
haiterois.  Permettez,  madame,  que  j’y  fuppke  en  vous  aflurant 
de  nouveau  des  fentimens  d'attachement  et  d’admiration,  avec  lef- 
qucls  jc  ferai  (kerncllement, 

MADAME, 

Votre  tres-humble  et 

trcs-obeillant  fcrvitcur, 
-Chesterfield. 


VoL.  II. 
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L E T T R E XCVri. 

To  Mr.  de  Kreuningen*,  at  the  Hague. 


Blackhcath,  July  jr,  1752^ 

Tl^HAT  fliall  I lay  to  you,  my  ik;u'  baron?  Deaf  and  folitarj’, 
' ’ and  tiral  of  myfclf,  I mull  of  courfe  tire  others..  This  place, 
which  I had  intcmled  for  the  fweets  of  fociety,  by  colle£ling  a few 
friends  fucceffively,  is  now  become  tlie  place  of  my  banilhment 
from  all  fociety.  A deaf  man  is  an  exile,  an  out-law,  wherever  he 
is ; for,  except  the  article  of  guilt,  there  is  not  the  leaft  difference 
between  the  man  to  whom  nobody  will  fpeak,  and  the  man  who  can 
hear  nobody.  In  vain  I have  recourfe  to  philofophy,  and  endeavour 
to  make  up  for  the  fenfe  1 have  loft,  by  enjoying  thofe  that  remain. 
In  vain  do  I read,  write,  walk,  and  ride it  is  no  longer  a matter  of 
choice,  but  of  ne^ffity,  and  confequently  it  has  no  relifli.  With 
all  this,  I find  many  vacant  hours  in  the  four  and  tw  enty.  But  this 

is  talking  too  much  of  myfelf ; your  friendlhip,  which  is  the  caufe 
of  it,  mull  alfo  make  my  apology. 

Deaf  people  are  apt  to  be  kxjuacious^  upon  paper,  as  they  have  fo 
much  time  upon  their  hands.  For  my  part,  I never  judge  of  writ- 
ings, but  by  the  degree  of  pleafure  they  give  me  ; and  I will  main- 
tain, to  the  face  of  all  the  pedants  in  the  univerfe,.  that  Pope’s 
cpiftles  and  fatircs  have  all  the  good  fenfe  and  precifion  of  Horace’s, 
with  a thoufand  times  more  wit.  1 will  declai-e,  moreover,  that  the 
French  theatre  is  infinitely  fuperior  to  the  Greek  or  Latin.  I will 
fay  too,  that  the  divine  Homer  tires  me  very  often,  that  Swift  is 
preferable  to  Lucian,  and  that,  of  all  hillorians,  Tacitus  is  my 
favourite. 
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* At  that  gentleman,  inenticoed  in  the  preceding  Ictterj,  aj^ars  from  thofe  to  Mr*  Dayrollcr,  to 
have  been  lord  Chci^erhcliPi  principal  correfpondent  in  Hollarul,  I was  in  hojics  their  letters  might 
have  been  preferved,  and  ufed  iny  endeavours  to  procure  them.  Both  being  men  of  parts,  of  learn- 
ing,  and  of  wit,  buth  enjoying  c^ual  leifurc  to  read,  and  taQe  to  read  well,  it  would  have  been  in« 
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1.  E T T R E XCVII. 

A Ml',  de  Kreuningen^,  X la  H.ayc. 


Blacihcatli,  cc  7 JuiUct,  *754* 

OU  E vous  dirai-je,  mon  chcr  baron  ? fourd  et  folitaii-e,  ennuye  de 
moi-m^mc,  je  ne  pms  qu’ennuyer  les  autres.  Get  cndroit,  que 
j’avois  (Idling  aox  douceurs  de  la  fodde,  en  y raflemblant  fucceflive- 
raent  quelqucs  amis,  eft  devenu  a-prefent  le  lieu  de  mon  exil  de  toute 
fori6te.  Un  fourd  eft  un  banni,  im  profcrit,  partout  ou  il  eft,  piiif- 
qu’au  crime  pr<is,  il  n’y  a pas  la  moindre  difference  entre  celui,  a qui 
lx:rfonnc  ne  vcvft  parlcr,  et  celui,  qui  ne  ix:ut  entendre  perfonne.  J’ai 
beau  avoir  recours  i la  philofophie,  et  tacher  de  me  ddlommager  pal> 
les  fens  qui  me  reftent,  de  celui  que  je  n’ai  plus ; j’ai  beau  lire,  wire, 
me  promener  a pied  et  X cheval,  ce  n’eft  plus  choix,  c’eft  neceftiti, 
par  confcqncnt  c’eft  fans  agr6racnt ; et  m£me  avec  tout  cela,  dans  le 
cours  de  vingt-quatre  heurcs,  il  refte  un  grand  vuide.  Mais  en 
voila  deja  trop  fur  mon  propre  fujet ; votre  anaitid,  qui  en  a ete  la 
caufe,  en  doit  faire  aufli  I’excufc. 

Les  fourds  font  bavards  fur  le  papier ; ils  en  ont  tout  le  loifir. 
Pour  moi,  je  ne  juge  des  ouvragcs  que  par  le  plus  ou  le  mains  de 
plaifir,  qu’ils  me  donnent  en  mon  petit  particulier,  et  j’ofe  meme  dire, 
a la  face  de  tons  les  pddans  de  I’univers,  que  les  djutres  et  les 
fatires  de  Pojx:  ont  tout  le  bon  fens  et  tovite  la  juftefle,  avec  mille  fois 
plus  cTefprit  que  ccllcs  d’Horacc.  Je  dirai  encore  tpie  le  theatre 
Francois  eft  infiniment  fupdrieur  au  Grec  ou  au  Latin.  Je  dirai  aulli 
que  le  divin  Homere  m’ennuye  fort  fouvent,  que  le  dodleur  Swift 
vaut  mieux  que  Lucien,  et  que  Tacite,  de  tous  les  hiftoriens  du 
mondc,  eft  mon  favori. 

terffting  to  have  collened  their  judgmcntt  on  men  anti  boohs,  in  a period  of  above  thirty  years. 
Unfortunately  my  efforts  have  hitlicno, proved  frtiitlcii;  and  tlie  fhott  letter,  or  rather  fragment, 

I here  give,  It  the  only  one  1 liave  l»en  able  to  obtain.  1 owe  il  to  the  obliging  favo«  of  the 
eounleli  of  Chcllcrficld. 
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To  Lady  » » *+.. 


"VT^ OU  will  do  much  better,  matlam,  to  truft  to  your  own  judg- 
ment  than  to  mine,  upon  4he  letters  in  queftion,  as  well  as 
upon  every  other  matter but  your  commands  muft  be  obeyed.-  I 
muft,  therefore,  have  the  honor  to  tell  you  frankly,  that  the  authorj 
will  not  find  many  perfons  incUned  to  engage  for  the  payment  of 
200  livres  per  amrum,  for  two  letters,  fuch  as  thofe,  which  he  has 
offered  us  as  a Ipecimcn..  ^ 

For  inftance,  when  he  attempts  to  prove  that  thofe,  who  have 
treated  of  the  word  humour  have  miftaken  the  meaning  of  it, 
he  makes  it  but  too  plain,  tliat  he  is  himfelf  totally  unacquainted 
with  it. 

The  definition  of  it,  however,  is  very  fimple:  humour  is  a juft 
and  ftriking  reprefentation  of  whatever  Angularity  and  ridicule  there 
may  be  in  any  chat;a<fter ; and  a man  of  humour  is  one,  who  ftrongly 
feizes  the  diftinguifhing  peculiarities  of  that  chanufter,  and  expofes 
them  in  the  ftrongeft  colours^  It  is  generally  imagined  that  we  Eng- 
Ulhmen  are  folely  and  exclufively  pofleffed  of  this  faculty;  but 
there  is  not  the  Icaft  truth  in  the  fuppofition.  No  man  ever  had 
lb  much  of  it  as  Mobere,  of  which  his  mifer,  his  jealous  man,  and 
his  bourgeois  gentilbomme,  are  convincing  proofs;  and  French  comedy 
furnifhes  a multiplicity  of  inftances  befide  thefe.  If,  indeed,  it  be 
faid,  that  there  is  no  country  in  Europe,  which  abounds  in  fuch  a 
variety  of  lingular  charafters,  I believe  the  aliertion  may  be  true. 
But  humour  does  not  confift  in  this.  The  perfon,  in  whom  tlie 
fmgularity  or  the  ridicule  is,  has- no  humour,4t  is  his  natm-al  cha- 
radter;  but  it  is  the  man  who  feels  and  deferibes  this  ridicule  or  this 
oddity  who  has  the  humour.  It  is  time,  however,  that  1 Ihould  put 

an 


+ This  letter  was  given  to  mt  by  the  laJy,  to  whom  it  was  written,  whofe  name  I am  not 
at  liberty  to  mention.  Whether  the  tiehnicion  of  humour  contained  in  it  wilt  he  equatij  fatis» 
USLory  M all  my  readers,  ii  uncertaia.  It  is  however  iugenious)  but  indeed  the  word  kfclf  iecnt«  ro 
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L E T T R E XCVIIL 

A MYLADY^  » *-f-, 

XTOUS  feriez  bien  mienx,  madame,  dc  vous  fier  a votre  propre 
^ jugcment  que  de  demander  le  mien  fur  les  lettres  cn  queftion, 
auffi  bicn  que  fur  toutc  autre  chofe  ; mais  vous  me  I’ordonncz,  il 
faut  obiir.  II  faut  done  que  j’aye  I’honneur  de  vous  dire  naturdle- 
ment,  que  I’auteurJ  trouvera  tres-peu  de  perfonnes,  qui  voudront 
s'engager  a payer  deux  cent  francs  par  an  pour  deux  lettres  de  la  fa-  ■ 
brique,  donr  il  a donne  Techantillon; 

Par  exemple,  en  voulant  montrer  que  ceux,  qui  ont  trait6  de  notre 
mot  humour,  s’y  font  trompes,  il  ne  montre  qiie  trap  qu'il  1‘ignore 
parfaitement  Iui-m6me. 

La  definition  pourtanten  eft  aflez  Qrnx^o.'.biUnour,  e’eft  unc  repre- 
fentation  julle  et  frappante  de  ce  qu'il  y a dc  fingulier  ou  de  ridicule 
dans  un  caradere,  et  a man  of  humour,  eft  un  homme,  qui  failit  vive- 
ment  ce  fingulier,  ou  ce  ridicule  qui  diftingue  cc  caraderc,  ct  qui 
le  met  dans  tout  fon  jour.  On  s’imagine  giineralement  que  nous 
autres  Anglois  pofledons,  exclufivement  dcs  autres  nations,  Vbumouf, 
mais  il  n’y  a rien  de  moins  vrai.  Jamais  homme  n’en  a tant  cu  que 
Moliere  ; fon  avarc,  fon  jaloux,  fon  bourgeois  gentilhomme,  en  font 
des  preuves  fuffifantes  ; et  la^  com^e  Franqoife  en  fournit  encore 
un  millier  d’exemples.  Si  i la  verity,  on  dit  qu’il  n’y  a pas  de  pais 
cn  Europe,  ou  il  y a tant  de  diflerens  carajfteres  llnguliersj  je  crois 
qu’on  n’aura  pas  tort.  Mais  ne  confifte  pas  en  cela.  L’homme 

qui  a le  travers,  ou  le  riditaile,  n’a  point  CCbumour,  e’eft  fon  iiaturel 
mais  e’eft  rhommequi  faifit,  et^qui  dcj>eint  ce  ridimle  on  ce  travci-s, , 
qui  a de  'Vbumoitr.  Je  finis  cette  differtation  deja  trop  longue  fur 
Ybumour,  et  tlans  laquelle,  {)eut-etre,  ;ii-je  donn6  a gauche  aiitant 
qne  votre  a\iteur,  et  ceux  qu’il  critique.  D’aillcurs,  quand  on  .V! 

athnif  of  fodi  a variciy:of  imcrpretatlou«,  that  neither  of  them  can  cxclailrely  atJoptal  with  > 
propriety. 

I Abhc  Ic  Blanc,  the  fame,  who  publiHict!  a^JcfcriiHjon  of  the  EngUrti  natioa,  and  of  tlic  inha* 
bltamo  of  London  m particular,  under  the  tub  of  Lturti  J'uh  Fra>  ^*tu 

I’honncur. 
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an  end  to  this  <liircitation  on  humour,  which  is  already  too  long, 
and  in  which,  jK'rhaps,  I am  as  wide  of  the  mark,  as  your  author, 
and  thofc  whom  he  criticifes.  Bclidcs,  when  I have  the  honor  to 
write  to  Inch  a one  as  yourfelf,  it  may  Icem  a very  great  fingularity 
in  me  to  till  three  whole  i^ges  upon  no  other  topic  than  the  ridicule 
of  chara<Rcrs.  Subjects  ol'  a more  agreeable  nature  might  juftly 
claim  the  preference,  and  your  epillolary  criticifm  might  here  find 
fufficient  occafion  to  difplay  itfclf. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greateft  efteem, 

Your  moft  obedient, 

. and  moft  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XCIX. 

From  Count  Wassenaer  de  Twickel,  minifter  jdenipotCntiary 
from  the  ftates  general  at  the  congrefs  of  Breda, 
to  the  earl  of  Chesterfield*. 

MY  LORD, 

*'  I 'HE  carl  of  Sandwich  has  juft  now  called  upon  me,  to  bring  me 
a jacce  of  intelligence,  which  would,  at  dl  times,  have  given 
me  infinite  plcafure,  but  more  partictilarly  fo  at  this  prefent  jundture. 
1 have  feen,  my  lord,  with  the  moft  agreeable  furprizc,  at  the  bottom 
of  his  difpatches,  the  name  of  the  man  in  the  world  1 moft  admire, 
efteem,  and  you  muft  give  me  leave  to  fay,  love,  the  name  of  Cherter- 
ficld.  1 was  fome  moments  before  I could  recover  myfelf,  and  clear 
up  the  confufion  of  ideas,  which  this  event  raifed  in  my  mind. 
Whichever  way  I confider  it,  1 fee  in  it  a fource  of  joy  and  fatis- 
faclion  for  every  good  patriot,  both  Engliflt  and  Dutch-  You  arc 
in  polfcllion,  ray  lord,  of  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  both;  what 

• On  hi,  b-ing  appolnti?(l  r«rclary  of  flate.  Tliis  interrtting  Setter,  which  (hew,  in  fp  Jivciy 
a manner  the  rcntniicnt,  of  t!ie  republic  with  regard  to  out  carl,  « a«,  together  with  the  foUovring, 
given  me  by  lady  Chcftcrhcld. 
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rhonneur  d’^crire  i une  perfonne  comme  vous,  il  ferabicroit  alTez 
linguUcr  quc  trois  pages  enti£xes  ne  roulalTent  uniqucment  que  fur  le 
ridicule  dcs  canuStercs.  Des  matins  plus  agreablcs  demanderoient  unc 
jufte  preference,  et  vorre  critique  epiftolaire  y trouveroit  bien  de  quoi 
critieiuer. 

J’ai  I’honucur  d’etre  avec  les  fentinicns  de  la  plus  parfaite  confidc- 
ration, 

Votre  tres-hurablc 

ct  tres-obciflant  ferviteur, 

CHESTERFIEI.&, 


L E T T R E XCIX. 

Du  comte  de  Wassenaer  de  Twickel,  miniftre  plcnipotentiaire 
au  congris  de  Breda,  au  comte  de  Chesterfield*. 

M YLORDj 

I^ANS  le  moment  le  comte  deSandwich  fort  de  chez  moi,  oil 
il  a cu  la  bontc  de  venir  m’apprcndrc  unc  nouvelle,  qui  cn  tout 
terns,  mais  furtout  dans  la  drconftance  prefente,  ne  pent  que  me- 
caufer  tine  joye  iiiexprimable.  J'ai  vu,  mylord,  avec  la  plus  agrea- 
ble  furprife,  aubasde  fes  depeches,  le  nom  de  I’homme  dii  monde,. 
que  je  refpcfte,  que  j’admire,  que  j’eftime,  et  permettez-moi  de 
trancher  Ic  mot,  quc  j’aime  le  plus,  le  nom  de  Chefterfield.  II. 
m’a  fallu  quclijues  momciis  ixnir  me  reconnoitre,  et  dcbrouiller  la. 
confufion  des  idecs,  quc  cet  ^vcncincnt  a revcillccs  dans  mon  el^rit.. 
De  quelque  c6t6  que  je  I’envifagc,  jc  n’y  trouve  que  dcs  fujets  de. 
joye  et  de  fatisfatfldon  potu  tout  bon  patriote  Anglois  ct  Hollandois. . 
Vous  pofli-dez,  mylord,  I’eftintc  ct  la  coiiliancc  dcs  tins  et  dcs  autres., 

Que 
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advantages  may  wc  not,  therefore,  expeiR  to  accrue  to  both  nations 
.and  to  all  Euro{)c! 

I had  the  plcafurc  of  giving  the  firft  information  of  this  joyful 
.news  to  our  penfionary*,  who  exprefled  the  higheft  fatisfaclion,  and 
is  as  fenfiblc  as  myfclf  of  the  influence,  which  your  lordfliip's  for- 
tunate entrance  in  the  mintftry  mult  have  on  public  affairs.  All 
true  lovers  of  their  couittry  here  w ill  be  of  the  fame  opinion.  You 
cannot  but  know,  my  lord,  to  -what  a degree  you  arc  beloved  and 
honored  in  this  country.  I could  eafdy  point  out  tlie  motives  ; but 
as  I would  not  offend  you,  I lliall  only  mention  one,  w hich  is,  the 
perfuafion  we  are  in,  and  the  proofs  you  have  given  us,  of  your  being 
a well-wiflier  to  the  republic,  and  the  interelt  you  take  in  her  pre- 
fervation  and  welfare. 

Never  was  our  fttuation  more  dejdorable.  You  arc  perfe<ltly  ac- 
•«(uainted  with  the  prefent  Hate  of  our  conftitution,  both  political  and 
niilitary,  and  of  our  finances.  We  are,  perhaps,  at  the  eve  of  a fatal 
revolution,  unlefs  England,  our  heft  and  moll  faithful  ally,  averts 
our  . ruin.  Time  is  infinitely  precious;  I intreat  yov^,  my  lord,  to  ufe 
all  your  intereft,  and  exert  your  utmoft  endeavours,  to  promote  the 
great  end,  for  which  we  are  aflembled  here.  The  unfpeakable 
plcafure  of  having  reftored  the  tranquillity  of  Europe  will  be  your 
reward,  and  your  name  will  be  blefled  by  all  nations.  We,  in  par- 
ticular, fhall  have  the  fatisfa<Stion  of  being  beholden  for  our  happinefs 
to  the  friend  of  the  republic;  I fliall  put  up  the  moft  ardent  pniyers 
for  your  prefervation,  and  I earneftly  intreat  you,  my  lord,  to  favour 
me  with  a continuance  of  thofc  fentiments  of  kindnefs  and  friend- 
fliip,  you  have  hitherto  honored  me  with,  and  which  J fhall  make  it 
my  bufinefs  to  deferve. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  higheft  regard,  and  the  moft  in- 
violable attachment, 

Mt  LORD, 

Yoiu-,  &C. 

Bred.,  Nov.  ZO,  N.  S.  1 745.  W A S s E N A E R. 

• Mr.  GillcJ, . man  of  great  ability  and  integrity,  in  the  aniilladhoudcrian  inlcnft,  and  much 
.cilecroed  by  lord  Cbcllctficld. 
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Quc  n’avons-nous  point  d efpcrcr  pour  Ic  bien  dcs  deux  nations,  ct 
jxjur  cclui  de  to\ite  I’Eurojic  ? 

Monlleur  le  confeiller  pcnlionnaire  +,  a qui  j’ai  eu  le  plaifir  d'cn 
apprendre  la  premiere  nouvelle,  m'en  a temoignc  fon  extri'me  con- 
tentement,  et  fent  comme  moi  toute  I'inHuence,  quc  votrc  heureufe 
entree  dans  le  minifl^re  doit  dvoir  fur  les  affaires  du  terns.  Tous 
ceux,  qui  pamii  nous  aiment  fincerement  leur  patrie,  j)enferont  dc 
meme.  Vous  nc  pouvez  ignorer,  mylord,  i quel  point  vous  y Ctes 
aimc  ct  honore.  11  me  feroit  aifc  d’cn  detainer  les  motifs  ; mais  pour 
tie  pas  vous  indifi»fer  contre  moi,  je  n’en  all^gue  qu’Un  feul,  c'eft 
la  perfuafion  oil  nous  fommes,  et  les  preuves  que  nous  avons,  de  votrc 
hienveuillance  pour  la  republique,  et  de  rmt^ret  que  ix)us  prenez  i fa 
confen  ation  ct  a fon  bonheur. 

Jamais  fa  fituation  ne  fut  plus  deplorable.  Son  etat  politique,  ct 
militaire,  cclui  de  fcs  finances,  vous  eft  parfaitement  connu.  Nous 
fommes  jK’ut-Ctre  a la  veille  d'etre  bouleverf^s,  ft  rAngleterre,  notre 
meilleurc  et  notre  plus  fidelc  allice,  et  la  plus  intereflee  ii  notre 
exiftence,  ne  pr^vient  notre  ruine.  J^e  terns  eft  infiniment  precieux ; 
daignez,  mylonl,  employer  tous  vos  foins  ct  vos  efforts,  pjor  nous 
faire  parvenir  au  grand  but,  qui  nous  raflemble  id.  Le  plaifir  inex- 
primable  d’avoir  rendu  le  repos  a I'Europe,  fera  votre  recnmpenle, 
et  votrc  nom  fera  en  benedidion  i tous  les  peoples.  Nous  aurons 
cn  particulier  la  fatisfadion  de  devoir  notre  bonheur  a I’ami  de  la 
republique  ; je  ferai  les  va-ux  les  plus  ardens  jwur  votre  confena- 
tion, et  je  vous  fupplie  inftamment,  de  me  conferver  les  1‘cn- 
timens  de  bonte  ct  d'amitie,  dont  vous  m’avez  honori  jufqu’ici, 
que  je  mettrai  tous  mes  foins  a mditer.  J’ai  I’honneur  d'etre  avoc 
la  jilus  haute  confidcration,  et  I’attadiemcnt  le  plus  inviolable, 

MILORD, 


Breda,  ao  Kov.  N.S.  1746. 


Votrc,  8ca 

W A S S E N A E R. 


VOL.  II. 


Pp 


LET 


Digitized  by  Google 


29° 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


LETTER  C. 


From  Mr.  Voltaire  to  Lord  Chesterfield. 


Fcrney  Cattle  near  Geneva,  0£L  1 77  r. 

' I "HE  earl  of  Huntingdon  has  done  me  tlie  honor  to  vifit  me  iit 
my  hermitage.  I did  not  write  to  you  whilft  he  was  here,, 
becaufe  1 was  liftening  to  him.  Now  I endeavour  to  comfort  myfelf 
for  his  abfence,  by  writing  to  thank  you  for  fending  him  to  me. 
He  has  done  me  the  pleafure  to  talk  much  of  you.  It  was  chiefly 
you  that  I inquired  after,  much  more  than  after  your  aldermen,  and 
your  Ihcrifts,  and  all  that  nonfenfe. 

May  you  enjoy  an  honorable  and  a hajipy  old  age,  after  {lafling 
through  the  trials  of  life ! May  you  contuiue  to  enjoy  health,  both  of 
body  and  mind ! Of  the  five  fenfes  allotted  to  us,  only  one  of  yours 
has  fuffered  any  decay ; and  lonl  Huntingdon  affures  me,  your  fto- 
mach  is  gootl,  which  is  full  as  capital  an  article  as  a pair  of  ears.  I 
might,  perhaps,  be  qualified  to  judge  which  is  word,  to  be  deaf,  or 
blind,  or  to  have  a bad  digellion,  as  1 am  but  too  well  acquainted  with 
all  three;  but  I have  long  lince  learned  not  to  decide  u^xm  trifles,  much 
lefs  would  1 venture  to  do  it  in  matters  of  confequencc.  I only  believe, 
that,  if  you  have  the  benefit  of  funfliine  in  the  fine  houfe  you  have 
built,  you  will  enjoy  feme  tolerable  moments,  and  that  is  all  we  can 
expc<5l  at  our  time  of  life.  Tully  wrote  a fine  treatil’e  on  old  age;  but 
he  did  not  realize  his  afll-rtions,  and  his  latter  years  were  far  from  be- 
ing happy.  You  have  lived  longer  and  more  hajipily  than  he  did. 
You  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  perix;tual  dictators  or  trium\iri. 
Your  lot  has  been,  and  is  Itill,  one  of  the  molt  dcfircable  in  that 
great  lottery,  where  the  prizes  are  fo  few,  and  where  the  great  prize 
of  conftant  happinefs  has  never  yet  been  tlrawn  by  any  one.  Your 
pliilofophy  has  never  been  difeompofed  by  thofe  phantoms,  which 
have  fometimes  overfet  pretty  good  heads  ; nor  have  you  ever  been, 
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L E T T R E C. 

Dc  Mr.  de  Voi.taire  a mylord  Chesterfield. 

, Au  diitcaa  dc  Fcrney  prC'8  de  GcnHc,  te  24 00.  1771* 

AyTR.  Ic  comte  de  Huntingdon  m’a  fait  I’honneur  d’etre  dans  naon 
hermitage.  Je  ne  vous  ai  point  ^it ; j’etois  trop  occupe  a 
I’entendre.  Je  cherche  ma  confolation  i fon  depart  en  vous  ecrivanr, 
pour  vous  remercier  de  me  I’avoir  addrelfe.  II  m’a  fait  le  plaifir  dc 
me  parler  longtems  de  vous  ; c’eft  de  vous  furtout  que  je  lui  ai 
demande  des  nouvelles,  beaucoup  plus  que  je  ne  me  fuis  informe  dc 
VOS  aldermen,  et  dc  \os  Jberiffs,  et  de  toutcs  ces  tracalFerics. 

Jou'iirez  d’unc  vicillefic  hononible  et  heureul'e,  ajircs  avoir  pafle 
par  ks  cpreuvcs  de  la  vie.  Jou'iflez  dc  votre  cfprit,  et  confcrvcz  la 
fame  de  votre  corps.  Des  cinq  fens,  que  nous  avons  en  partage, 
vous  n’en  avez  qu’un  feul  qui  foit  afFoibli,  et  mylord  Huntingdon 
affiire  que  vous  avez  un  bon  eltomac,  ce  qui  vaut  bien  une  paire 
d’oreilles.  Ce  feroit  peut-etre  a moi  a decider  lequel  eft  le  plus  trifte, 
d’etre  fourd  ou  aveugle,  ou  de  ne  point  dig^rer.  Je  puis  juger  de  ces 
trois  etats,  avec  connoifFance  de  caufe ; mais  il  y a longtems  que  je 
n’ofe  del  ider  fur  Ics  bagatelles,  ^ plus  forte  raifon  fur  des  chofes  im- 
portantes.  Je  me  borne  a croirc  que,  li  vous  avez  du  folcil  dans  la 
belle  maifon,  quo  vous  avez  batie,  vous  aurez  des  momcns  tolcra- 
bles  ; c’eft  tout  ce  qu’on  pent  efperer  i l’4ge  ou  nous  fommes.  Cicc- 
ron  ecrivit  un  beau  traite  fur  la  vieillefle,  mais  il  ne  prouva  ixjint  fon 
livre  par  les  faits ; fes  demicres  ann^es  furent  tres-malheureufcs. 
Vous  avez  vecu  plus  longtems  et  plus  heureufement  que  lui.  Vous 
n’avez  eu  a faire,  ni  i des  diiSlateurs  perpetuels,  ni  a des  triumvirs. 
Votre  lot  a 6t6,  et  eft  encore,  un  des  plus  defirables  dans  cette  grande 
lotterie,  oil  les  bons  billets  font  li  rams,  et  ou  Ic  grew  lot  d’un  bon- 
heur  continuel  n’a  6t^  encore  gagne  par  perfonne.  Votre  philofo- 
phie  n’a  jamais  etc  d^rangee  par  des  chiraiires,  qui  ont  brouilk  quel- 
quefois  des  cervelles  alFez  bonnes.  Vous  n’avez  jamais  dans 
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aucun  genre,  ni  charlatan,  ni  dupe  de  charlatan,  et  c’eft  cc  que  jc 
compte  pour  tm  mMte  tres-pcu  commun,  qui  cnntribue  a Tombre  dc 
fcUcit^,  qu’on  peut  gouter  dans  cette  courtc  vie. 

Recevez  avec  home  les  voeux  finc^res  et  inutiles,  que  je  fais  pour 
vous,  mes  regrets  de  ne  pouvoir  paller  aupris  de  vous  quelques  ims 
de  mes  jours,  avec  raon  tendre  et  refpeilueux  attachement. 

, ' Le  vieux  malade  de  Ferney, 

V. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


correfpondenee  uaitb  Mr.  DayroUes  Icin^  mutilated  in  fonic 
parts,  as  wi/l  appear  by  the  ajierijks,  it  is  necejfdry  to  inform  the 
public,  that,  great  frienej/bip  bavingfubjijled  betzveen  lord  Cbejlerjield  and 
Mr,  Dayrolles's  family,  fame  of  the  omiffions  related  to  private  concerns, 
zvbicb  zvould  not  be  intcrejling  to  the  public^  other  parts  were  written 
for  bis  own  private  information,  when  bis  lordjhip  was  fecretary  of  Jtate, 
and  Mr.  Dayrolles  in  a public  c bar  abler  at  the  Hague-,  and  fome  other 
parts  again  are  a continuation  of  fuch  political  and  private  corre- 
fpondence,  after  bis  lordjbip  bad  quitted  public  bufmefs,  in  zvbicb  fome 
meafures, ' operations,'  and  perfons  concerned  in  them,  are  too  parti- 
cularly defcanted  upon,  for  Mr.  Dayrolles  to  allow  bimfelf  to  give  them 
to  the  public,  as  they  zvere  communicated  to  bim  in  the  mojl  confi- 
dential manner.  . 

It  will  not  be  improper  likewife  to  add,  that  having  defined  my  friend 
Mr.  Dayrolles  to  favor  me  with  notes  and  obfervations,  in  order  to 
make  fome  pajfages  of  tbefe  very  interelUng  tetters  snore  intelligible  to 
the  reader,  be  was  fo  good  as  to  comply  with  my  requejl.  I bav. 
likewife  added  here  and  there  a few  of  my  own,  where  / thought  fonts 
inforsnation  about  perfons  and  books  might  be  agreeable  to  the  public. 

' . ' . ■ . M.  M.' 


( 
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L E T T E R I. 

ToJames  Datrolles,  Efq;  his  majefty’s  refident  at  the  Hague. 


London,  June  5,  O.  S.  1730. 


8 I B) 

T Am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  joy  you  exprefs  at  the  favours 
-*■  the  king  has  beftowed  ujxin  me.  I wifli  they  could  fumifh  me 
with  an  opportunity  of  giving  you  efFedlual  proofs  of  my  finccre 
friendfliip  and  regard.  Your  nephew,  who  is  very  deferving  of  the 
kindnefs  you  have  for  him,  niay  depend  upon  my  fervices,  when- 
ever an  opportunity  offers;  and  I had  fome  thdhghts,  at  this  very 
tune,  of  appointing  him  fecretary  of  the  embaffy  at  Paris,  under  lord 
Waldegrave,  who  is  deftined  to  that  employment;  but  unfortunately 
the  duke  of  Newcaftle  had  juft  obtained,  of  the  king,  the  nomi- 
nation to  that  office  for  his  kinfman*,  who  had  been  fecretary  to 
the  congrefs  at  Soiffons,  and  claimed  it  as  his*  right.  I flaall  cer- 
tainly recommend  your  nephew  to  lord  Harrington,  though  1 believe 
he  will  make  no  changes  in  the  office,  and  befides,  if  he  did,  I 
know  he  has  fome  young  people  belonging  to  him.  With  regard 
to  my  place  pf  lord-fteward,  I have  none  but  fmall  places  in  my  gift, 

* Mr.  I’boinas  Pclbam. 
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Lettres  de  Mylord  Chesterfield. 

L I V R E II. 


L E T T R E I. 


A Monfieur  Jacques  Dayrolles,  refident  de  fa  Majeste 
Britarmique  a la  Have. 


MONSIEUR, 


A Londres,  cc  5 Join,  V.  S.  1730. 


T E fuis  tr«i*fenfible  a la  part,  qxic  vous  prenez  aux  bontcs,  quc  le 
roi  a eu  pour  moi,  ct  je  voudrois  bien  qu’ellcs  me  donnaflcnt  une 
occafion  de  vous  temoigner,  par  des  cffets,  la  v<^ritablc  amitic  et  con- 
lideration  quc  j'ai  potir  vous.  Votre  neveu,  qui  eft  trcs-digne  de  la 
tendrefle  quc  vous  avez  pour  lui,  peut  compter  fur  mcs  fervices  dans 
les  occafions,  ct  j'avois  jx;nfe  cettc  heurc  de  Ic  faire  fecr^taire  de 
I’ambaflade  a Paris  fous  mylord  Waldcgravc,  qui  Cft  deltine  i cettc 
commiflion ; mais  malheurcufemciit  Ic  due  de  Newcaftle  avoit  jufte- 
ment  obtenu  du  roi  cet  emploi  jiour  fon  parent  % qui  avoit  etc 
f^retaire  du  congres  a Soiflbns,  et  qui  y pretentloit  comme  de  droit. 
Je  ne  manquerai  pas  de  parler  en  faveur  de  votre  neveu  a inylord 
Harrington,  quoique  je  crois  qu’il  ne  fera  pas  de  changeraent  dans  le 
bureau  ; et  d’ailleurs,  s’il  en  faifoit,  je  fais  qu’il  a des  jcunes  gens,  qui 
lui  appartiennent.  Par  rapport  la  charge  de  grand-maitre  que  j’ai, 
il  n’y  a i ma  difpofition  que  des  petits  emplois,  qui  ne  lui  copvicn- 
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which  would  not  be  worth  his  acceptance.  But  we  lhall  talk  over 
this  afiair  more  at  large,  when  we  meet  again  at  the  Ha^ie,  which 
I hope  will  be  foon.  In  the  mean  time,  do  me  the  juftice  to  be 
perfuaded  that  no  man  living  is  more  tnily 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

CHESTERFIELD. 

Be  fo  good  as  to  prefent  my  nxift  humble  refpedls  to  Mrs.  Day- 
rolles. 


LETTER  II. 


To  Solomon  Dayrolles,  Efq;  at  the  Hague. 


MY  DEAR  chevalier, 


Xicndon,  June  O.  S.  1734. 


T Won't  make  you  any  excufes  for  this  application,  becaufe  I am 
very  fure,  yon  are  always  glad  to  help  an  old  friend.  My  bufinefe 
is  in  fhort  this;  I want  four  dozen  of  fliirts,  two  dozen  of  them  to 
be  of  Holland,  that  comes  to  about  ten  fhillings  the  Englifh  ell,  the 
other  two  dozen  about  fourteen  fliillings  the  Englifh  ell.  Take  the 
money  of  monlieur  Vanneck,  and  give  him  a bill  upon  me  for  it. 
Though  I have  great  regard  for  your  judgment  in  moft  things,  yet 
in  linen  I believe  it  will  not  be  amifs,  if  you  can  get  the  afliftance 
of  madame  Dayrolles,  to  whom  I would  not  apply  diredlly  myfelf, 
bccaufc,  knowing  her  politcnefs,  1 was  lure  it  would  be  putting  her 
to  the  trouble  of  an  anfwer;  which  trouble  I thought  it  dviller  to 
tavc  her  by  your  means.  I defire  you  will  make  my  heft  compli- 
ments to  her  and  your  uncle,  who,  I hope,  are  both  in  pcrfeft  health. 

Do  you  divert  yourfelf  pretty  well  at  the  Hague.’  Do  the  fuppers 
and  parties  of  pleaftire  go  on  in  the  Welderen  family  as  they  ufed 
to  do?  A friend  of  theirs  and  yours,  lady  Denbigh,  has  had  bad  di- 
verfion  here,  for  flic  has  loft  every  thing  flie  had  in  the  world,  which 
Ihe  had  unfortunately  left  in  her  houfe  at  Twickenham*. 


• LorJ  Dtnbigh  liaj  lant  bii  Iumfe  at  Twickcidiam  to  Mtnf.  ds  Cliavigny,  the  Frenrh  mh  jScr 
t!tn  in  Kntjland,  which  by  tome  accident  was  unfortunately  burnt  down  to  the  ground,  whiUi  he 
was  in  jwQctUon  of  it. 

I ho^e 
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droient  nullement.  Mais  nous  parlerons  plus  amplement  de  cette 
affaire,  quand  j'aurai  le  plaifir  de  vous  revoir  a la  Haye,  ce  qui  arrivera 
bientdt ; en  attendant,  faites-moi  la  juftice  d’etre  perfuad^  que  je 
fuis  plus  que  perfonne, 

•Votre  tris-humble  et  tres-obe'iflant  ferviteur. 

Chesterfield. 

Ayez  la  bontc  d’affurer  madame  Dayrolles  de  mes  tr6s  humbles 
refpcils. 


LET- 
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1 hope  you  coMiuue  M'cll  with  your  uiuie  and  aunt.  The  regard 
you  have  always  had  tor  them,  I am  fore,  very  well  tkfer\es  their 
kindnefs,  as  their  kindnefs  to  \ou  deferves  y<iur  atknow  letlgements. 
1 wifli  you  all  the  good  that  can  hapi^en  to  you,  and  am  with  great 
truth  and  elleem,  your  moll  faithful  friend  and  humble  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  III. 

■'fo  Solomon  Dayrolles,  El'q ; at  the  Hague. 

London,  Aug.  19,  O.  S.  1734. 

MY  DEAR  CHEVALIER, 

I Have  received  your  letter,  with  the  annexed  acaiunt.  Mr. 

V'anncck.  writes  by  this  day’s  ixjft  to  his  brother  at  the  Hague, 
to  furnilli  you  with  what  money  you  fliall  afk  for ; fo  that  you  may 
take  up  what  you  want  to  pay  for  the  hoUand,  the  making,  &c. 
1 fhould  think  Mr.  Finch’s  * return  would  be  a good  opportunity  to 
fend  them  over,  as  he  is  foon  expeifled  home. 

If  you  could  perfuade  your  uncle  to  folicit  Mr.  Walpole  for 
leave  to  rclign  his  employment  in  your  favour,  with  a prosifo  that 
he  fliould  enjoy  the  emoluments  during  his  life,  that  would  be  a 
means  of  fccuring  it  to  you,  and  Mr.  Walpole  can  very  cafdy  bring 
it  about  if  he  pleafes.  Without  this  precaution,  I Ihovild  be  afraid 
of  that  Kir.  Pclliam,  that  is  with  him,  who  w'ould  not  fail  to  put 
in  for  it,  if  your  uncle  fliould  die. 

If  you  can  iierfuadc  your  luicle  to  approve  of  this  propofal,  he 
mull  get  Mr.  Van  Borfcle,  and  Ibme  of  the  members  of  the  regency, 
to  make  interell  for  you  with  Mr.  Walpole;  for  in  the  prefent  Junc- 
ture, he  will  pay  great  regard  to  tlie  recommendation  of  thofe 
gentlemen. 

Adieu,  chevalier.  Fear  God,  divert  yourftif,  and  drink  cool  as 
often  as  you  can.  1 fliall  ahvays  be 
, Your  &c. 

'■*  Chesterfield. 

• The  honorable  William  Finch,  envoy  extraordinary  and  |>lcni|X)tcnu.iry  at  that  time,  at 
the  Hague,  but  now  recalled  and  immediately  replaced  by  his  cxcclleocy  Horatio  W'alpolc  as 
amballador  extraordinary  and  plenipotentiary. 
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L E T T R E III. 

A U M & M E. 


A Londrts,  ce  19  Aour,  V.  S.  1734. 

MON  CHER  CHEVALIER, 

T’AI  re<;u  votre  lettre,  avec  le  compte  ci -joint.  Mr.  Vanneck  ecrit 
par  cet  ordinaire  a fon  frere  a la  Haye,  de  vous  foumir  tel  argent 
que  vous  lui  demanderez  ; de  forte  que  vous  prendrez  pour  payer  la 
toile,  la  fa^on,  tic.  Je  crois  que  le  retour  de  monfieur  Finch* 
pouira  <5tre  une  bonne  occafion  de  les  envoyer,  car  il  revient  ici 
bicntdt. 

Si  vous  pouviez  perfuader  a votre  oncle  de  folliciter  Mr.  W.-d- 
pole,  ]X)ur  qu’il  put  fe  demcttre  de  fon  cmploi  en  votre  faveur,  bicn 
enfendu  qu’il  recevroit  lui  tous  les  appointemens  fa  vie  durairt,  cela 
vous  I’aflureroit  en  tout  cas,  et  monfieur  Walpole  pourroit  tris  fari- 
lement  le  moyenner  s'il  vouloit.  Car  fans  cette  precaution,  je  ciains 
ee  monfieur  Pelham,  qui  eft  avec  lui,  et  qui  nc  manqueroit  pas  de 
s'y  fourrcr,  en  cas  que  votre  oncle  vint  a manqucr. 

Si-  vous  pouvez  ixjiter  votre  oncle  a agrter  ccttc  |iroix)fition,  qu'if 
faflc  cn  forte  que  monfieur  Van  Borfele,et  quelques-uns  de  laregencc, 
s’intereflent  en  votre  faveur,  auprcs  de  monfieur  Walpole : car  dans 
la  conjondture  prcfente,  il  aura  de  grands  egards  ixiur  la  rccomman- 
dation  de  ces  melfieurs.  ' " ' 

Adieu,  Chevalier.  Craignez  Dieu,  divertiffez-vous,  ct  beuvcz  frais 
autant  que  faire  fe  pourra.  Je  fcrai  toujours. 

' ' ■ - Votre;  &c.‘  ■ ■ 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  IV, 

T O T;H  E SAM  E. 

LonJon,  Dec.  3.  O.  S.  1734. 

MY  DEAR  CHEVALIER, 

T Have  this  moment  received  your  letter,  and  captain  Brett  has  fent 
^ me  word,  that  in  two  or  three  days  1 fliall  receive  the  remain- 
two  dozen  of  rtiirts,  I am  very  well  pleafed  with  thofc  I have 
already,  and  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  trouble  you  Irave 
taken  about  them ; though  to  fay  the  truth,  confidering  the  good- 
nefs  and  cheapnefs  of  the  holland,  I believe  I am  chiefly  obliged  to 
Mrs.  DayroUes,  and  I beg  you  will  give  my  compliments  and 
thanks  to  her. 

You  fay  matrimony  is  an  epidemical  diftemper  at  the  Hague. 
Take  care  of  yourfelf,  my  friend,  and  don’t  do  a foolilh  thing.  You 
are  welcome  to  love  the  iaii  lady  you  mention,  as  much  as  you 
pleafe;  but  no  conjugal  love,  I charge  you.  You  may  trifle  if  you 
will,  but  let  it  go  no  further.  A man  of  fenfe  will  love  a pretty 
woman,  but  he  is  a flmpleton  who  marries  her  merely  becaufe  Ihe 
is  pretty. 

Adieu,  my  dear  chevalier;  lam,  upon  my  honor,  very  fincerely 
Your  &C. 


Chesterfield. 


F.  S.  My  compliments  to  your  unde. 
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L E T T R E IV. 


A U M £ M E. 


A Londrcs,  ce  3 Doc.  V.  S,  1734. 

MON  CHER  CHEVALlERj 

T E rec^is  dans  ce  moment  votre  lettre ; et  le  capitaine  Brett  nVa  fait 
dire  que  dans  deux  ou  trois  jours  je  recevrai  les  autres  deux  dou- 
zaines  dc  chemifes.  Jefuis  tses-content  de  celles  quej’aideja,  et  je 
\’ous  fuis  trcs-oblige  de  la  peine  que  vous  avez  prife  i ce  fujet ; quoi- 
qu’ii  dire  la  verity,  vii  la  bonte  de  la  toile,  et  le  bon  march^,  je  crois 
cn  dtre  redevable  aux  foins  de  madame  Dayrolles,  a qui  vous  vou- 
drez  bien  faire  mes  complimens  et  mes  remercimens. 

Vous  ditcs  que  le  manage  eft  \m  mal  epid^mique  ^ la  Haye  ; pre- 
nez  y done  bien  garde,  mon  ami,  et  ne  faites  pomt  de  fottifes.  Aimez 
la  princefle  en  queftion  tant  qu’il  votis  plaira ; mais  point  d’un  amour 
conjugal,  s’il  vous  plait.  Badinez,  badinez ; mais  reftez  en  la.  Un 
honn6te  homme  aime  bien  une  jolie  perfonne,  mais  ce  n’eft  qu’un 
nigaud,  qui  I’epoufe  uniquement  parcequ’elle  eft  jolie.  Adieu,  mon 
cher  chet'alier;  je  fuis  fur  mon  honneur  trts-veritablement 


Votre,  8cc. 

Mes  complimens  d votre  oncle. 


Chesterfield. 


Yol.  II. 


R r 
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LETTER  V. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  CHEVALIER, 


London,  Jin.  23,  O.  S.  1739. 


I Make  you  no  compliments  of  condoleance  upon  the  death  of  your 
unde;  for,  though  I loved  him  very  well,  I love  you  better,  and 
you  arc  now  eafy  and  independent.  I intended  to  have  executed 
your  commiflion  to  lord  Harrington ; but  I happened  firft  to  fee 
Horace  Walpole,  who,  I tliought,  might  prove  more  ferviceable  to 
you  in  this  afifeir,  than  the  other  r.  accordingly  I fpoke  to  him,  and  he 
told  me  he  had  received  a letter  from  you  to  the  fame  effedl,.  and  that 
he  would  take  care  of  the  whole  affair.  The  only  difficulty,  he 
apprehended,  was  with  relation  to  your  plate,  if  it  happened  to  be  of 
foreign  make.  I told  him  that,  as  well  as  I remembered,  it  was 
Englifh. 

Pray,  take  care  to  keepwell  with  your  aunt,  who^  I am  informed, 
has  a good  deal  left  in  her  own  power.  Tell  me  what  difpofition. 
your  uncle  made,  what  you  have  got,  what  you. intend  to  do,  and 
when  you  come  here;  for  I intereft  myfelf  really  in  whatever 
concerns  you,  and  am  fincerely,, 

Yours,. 

Chesterfield^. 


LETTER  VI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  M»y  4,  O.  S.  1 747. 

MR.  RESIDENT, 

T Have  flnifhed  your  affair  this  morning:  it  went  eafy  ; and  you 
muft  go  very  foon.  Come  to  town  immediately  upon  the  rfeceit 
®f  this,  and  wind  up  your  own  private  bottoms  as  well  as  you  can 
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in  the'mean  time ; for  you  mull  go  on  Friday.  Je  vous  en  feUcite. 
Adieu. 

G* 


L E T T‘  E R VII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  June  9,  O.  S.  1747* 

DEAR  DAYROLtES, 

J Have  received  your  two  lall  feparate  letters  of  the  13th  and  i6th, 
N.  S.  and  thank  you  for  the  informations  they  give  me.*  * * * 
You  did  right  in  putting  yourfelf  in  the  prince  of  Orange's  vray,  and 
at  the  fame  time  in  not  obtruding  yourfelf  upon  him  for  a private 
audience.  Whenever  you  have  one,  give  him  all  poffiWe  aflurances 
of  my  attachment ; but  keep  to  generals,  unlefs  before  that  time  I 
Ihould  fend  you  fome  partkadar  in(iru<5tions.  I find  by  what  Li- 
gonier  faid  to  you,  that  the  French  have  that  fupcriority,  which  I 
ai)]>rchended  tliey  would  have ; and  I own  that  I diflike  the  profpcdl 
in  Flanders,  for  I cannot  think  that  mar^chal  de  Saxe  has  brought 
the  French  king  to  the  army,  to  be  either  a Ijxidlator  of  inaifUon,  or 
to  attempt  what  he  has  not  a moral  certainty  of  fucceeding  in.  The 
king,  I can  alfure  you,  approves  of  your  office  letters  ; fo  continue  to 
write  in  that  manner,  and  put  in  every  circumftancc  relative  to  the 
afiiiirs  of  the  republic,  though  feemingly  trifling.  As  for  what 
you  hear  from  other  quarters  of  Europe,  you  will  infert  it  or  not, 
in  projK>rtion  as  you  give  credit  to  it,  or  as  you  think  it  deferves 
notice.  The  application,  concerning  the  fltip  Eendragbt,  you  fhould 
have  put  in  your  office  letter,  becaufe  that  now  the  memorial  will 
appear  in  the  office,  without  any  letter  relative  to  it.  Therefore  put 
all  thofe  fort  of  things  for  the  future  in  your  office  letters.  Without 
complimenting.y  our  honor,  you  do  extremely  well,  and  an  experienced 
minifter  could  not  have  done  better. 


• Lord  ChcRerficld  was  at  this  time  fccrctary  of  ftute  for  tiie  Northern  departcirent. 
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parcils  k deux  fois  ne  (c  font  pas  connottre, 

£t  pour  Icuii  coups  d*clTai,  veulent  des  coups  dc  maltrc  (a). 


I need  not  tell  yoiv  that  I love  you  llncercly,  and  am  convinced  of 
your  attachment  to 


Yours, 


• C. 


LETTER  VIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  June  i6,  O.  S.  1747. 


T Acknowledge  at  once  your  two  feparate  letters  of  the  20th  and 

23d,  N.  S. 

You  anfwered  the  princefs  royal  very  well,  when  flie  recommended 
monfieur  de  la  Millerie  to  you ; and  when  you  have  ah  opjwrtunity, 
acquaint  her  (with  my  moft  humble  rcli)e6ls)  that  I will  not  fail  to 
put  lord  Harrington  frequently  in  mind  of  her  royal  highnefs’s  orders, 
but  however,  without  anfwering  for  the  fuccefs. 

As  the  prince  has  lately  fpoke  to  you  as  freely  as  ufual,  it  is  very 
probable  that  his  former  coolnefs  was  through  inadvertency  or  dijlrac- 
tion  only.  At  leaft,  feem  to  think  fo. 

Far  from  diflilang  the  diflblution  of  the  parliament,  I approved' 
of,  and  promoted,  it,  as  much  as  any  body,  and  do  think  it  a very 
right  meafure,  as  will  appear,  1 dare  fay,  by  the  majority  which  we 
lhall  have  ui  the  new  one.  Our  enemies  have  not  time  to  work,  nor 
money  to  work  with,  as  they  would  have  had,  if  this  parliament  had 
dietl  a year  hence  of  a natural  death. 

If  the  Dutch  will  declare  war,  it  will  be  now,  that  the  French  have 
embargoetl  their  fliips.  1 conceive  why  the  prince  does  not  care  to. 


(a)  Two  Tcrfcs  of  Corncille*s  Cid,  which  n^y  be  rendered  thus : 

SuiH  forward  talents  no  improvement  need; 
llicrr  hift  attempts  are  ma»cr>ftrok.»  itklccd. 


prefs 


Digitized  by  Goodie 


TOUTS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  II.  LET.  VII.  VIII.  IX.  309 

prefs  them  to  it,  but  I don’t  conceive  why  thofe,  who  wifli  well,  and 
who  have  fjiirit,  don't  do  it  of  themfelves. 

Don’t  diftruft  yourfelf,  for  upon  my  word  you  do  pcrfetflly  well. 
Good  night. 

P,  S.  I fend  you  the  inclofcd  from  poor  Chataignc  my  page ; 
if  you  can  do  him  any  fcrvice,  by  fi>eaking  in  his  behalf  to  any 
of  the  prince’s  people,  pray  do. 


LETTER  IX. 


TO  THE  SAME.^ 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London^  Jane  a3)  O.  S.  1747* 


A S the  letters  of  the  30th,  N.  S.  are  not  yet  come  in,  I have 
little  to  fay  to  you  by  this  port,  and  fhould  hardly  have  written, 
but  that  I love  to  write  to  you,  becaufe  I know  that  you  love  to 
hear  from  me^ 

I expe<fl  batl  news  every  day  from  Italy,  and  wiflt  more  than  I 
hope  for  good  news  from  Flanders.  Something,  I think,  muft  foon 
happen  there. 

I have  had  a very  faitisfadlory  letter  from  Mr.  Hane,  and  am  con- 
vinced there  has  been  no  gaming  at  all  in  the  cafe.  I lowcvcr, , 
when  you  hear  from  Mr.  de  Bochat  or  madam,  in  anfwer  to  the  letter 
you  write,  J^ray  fend  me  their  letters.  A propos  of  monfieur  de 
Bochat,  pray  tell  me  in  what  way  I can  reward  him,  for  the  lectures 
that  he  has  read  to  the  boy.  Should  I fend  him  money,  how  much  .> 
If  no  money,  what  muft  I prefent  him  with,  and  to  about  what  vahie.> 
Tell  me  without  referve.  Make  my  fincereft  compliments  to  your 
aunt.  Goodnight. 
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L E T TER  X. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  July  3,  O.  S.  1747. 

DEAR  DAVROLLES, 

J Received  by  the  laft  mail  your  letter  of  the  7th,  N.  S.  and  though 
I have  very  little  time  to-night,  yet  I would  not  omit  acquainting 
you,  that  the  hints,  which  I gave  you  in  one  of  my  former  letters, 
are  now  ufelefs.  •*»*«♦**  *****» 

I thank  you  for  the  account,  which  you  fent  me  from  Laufanne, 
though  I can’t  fay  that  it  gives  me  great  comfort.  I lliaU  hint  no- 
thing of  it  to  the  boy  while  he  flays  at  Laufanne,  tliat  he  may 
neither  accufe  nor  fufpedl  any  body  there  of  being  my  mformer  ; 
but  as  foon  as  he  is  at  Leiplig,  he  fhall  receive  des  mercuriales 
(reproofs)  upon  all  thofe  points. 

I own  I am  in  great  pain  for  the  Dutch  frontier,  Bergcn-oi)-zoom, 
'Breda,  or  Bois-le-duc,  but  chiefly  the  two  firll,  being,  I am  convin- 
ced, the  object  of  the  French,  which,  if  they  fucceed  in,  the  con- 
fequence  is  but  too  plain.  Pray  tell  me,  what  you  take  to  be  the 
whole  force  of  prince  Saxe  Hildbourghaufen’s  corps. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DATROLLES, 


London,  July  17,  O.  S.  1730, 


T Shall  take  it  ill  of  you,  and  look  upon  it  as  contempt,  if  you 
^ are  not  in  a damn’d  pallion  at  me,  for  not  having  writ  to  you 
thofe  two  pofts ; but  1 have  really  been  fo  intirely  taken  up  with 


* Philip  Sunhope,  lord  ChcftcHicUl'i  natural  ibo. 
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tbe  political  puzzle,  which  we  have  l)cen  in,  that  I have  not  had  a 
minute's  time  to  pay  my  feparate  duty  to  you.  *»*»»*« 
Lord  Sandwich  embarks  for  Holland  on  Sunday  night,  or  Mon- 
day morning  at  fartheft.  After  his  arrival,  I caruiot  find  in  my 
heart  to  refufe  you  yotir  \ifit  to  Ubbergue*',  whe  e I uilh  I 
could  attend  you,  and  where  I defire  you  would  prefent  my  reQiedls 
a tutte  quante.  But  I would  have  you  contrive  to  fet  out  on  fome 
Wednefday  morning,  and  return  to  the  Hague  on  the  Monday  night,, 
or  the  Tuefday  morning  following,  by  which  means  you  will  mifs 
but  one  poft,  and  fo  we  heartily  wilh  you  farewell  for  to-night. 

Yours, 

Chesterfield. 

P.  S.  I have  this  minute  received  yours  of  the  25th,  by  the  laft 
paragraph  of  which  I find  you  are  a little  angry,  but  not- 
angry  enough. 


■LETTER  XII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  July  3 1,  O.  S.  1747* 

DEAR  DAYROLLES,  , 

J Have  received  yours  of  the  4th  of  Auguft,  N.  S.  but  I have  fo 
little  to  fay  to  you  by  this  poft,  that  it  is  only  the  fatisfailion, 
which  I have  in  writing  to  you,  makes  me  write  to-night.  • • • 

I have  writ  to  Mr,  Harte  to  inqviire  at  Laufanne  of  fome  of 
monfleiu'  de  Boch.at’s  friends,  in  what  way  to  make  him  a compli- 
ment for  the  trouble  he  has  been  at,  and  to  adl  accordingly,  and 
likewife  to  make  fome  prefent  to  raonfieur  de  Brenles,  when  they 
leave  Laufanne,  which  will  now  be  very  foon,  for  I have  ordered  <■ 
them  to  be  at  Leipfig  by  Michaelmas  N.  S.  As  they  will  therefore 

♦ The  conutrjrcatot  count  WeUerea’s  fiuiiily  in  the  pnjvincc  of  Gucldcrland. 
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leave  Laufanne  in  three  weeks,  I fliall  be  obliged  to  you,  if  you 
will  write  to  monfieur  ile  Brenles  in  about  a fortnight,  to  defire  that 
he  will  lend  you  in  the  utmoft  confidence,  but  with  the  greateft 
ftecdom,  the  intirc  analyfis  of  the  boy’s  heart,  mind,  and  manners ; 
which  in  all  thh  time  he  muft  know  thoroughly,  having  feen  him 
every  day,  and  in  his  unguarded  hours.  It  will  be  of  infinite  ufc 
to  me  to  know  all  theie  particulars.  1 have  not  yet  mentioned  either 
to  the  boy  or  Mr.  Harte,  any  thing  of  what  madame  de  Bochat  writ 
to  you,  that  they  might  not  fufix;£l;  from  whence  it  came,  or  en- 
deavour to  fifli  it  out.  But  as  ftxrn  as  they  are  got  to  Lcipfig,  they 
fliall  hear  of  it  with  a vengeance,  but  fo,  as  that  it  fliall  be  imjxiiri- 
ble  for  them  to  guefs  from  whence  I had  it. 

I am  aftonilhecl  at  die  not  fending  prince  Waldeck’s  corps  into 
the  lines  of  Bergen-oi>-ztKim,  where  they  would,  with  thofe  troops, 
that  were  in  the  Hues  before,  have  fomied  a ttrength,  which  might 
probably  have  faved  the  town,  whereas,  divided  as  they  are,  I fear 
J-hat  neither  corjis  is  ftrong  enough  feparately  for  any  jiurpofe.  Adieu, 

Yours, 

C. 

LETTER  XIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES  *, 

bomton,  Aug.  1 1,  O.  S.  1747. 

T Was  in  doubt,  whether  I fliould  write  to  you  to-night  or  not,  it 
being  doubtful,  whether  by  this  time  you  have  a head  upon  your 
fhouldei's  or  not.  Rut,  upon  mature  deliberation,  I determined  to 
write  eventually,  knowing,  that  at  worft,  my  letter  would  by  no 
means  be  the  firft,  that  had  been  fent  to  a minifter  without  a head. 
I confefs  the  hopes,  which  I have,  that  the  French  will  raife  the 
fiege  of  Bergcn-op-zcxim,  arife  from  the  apprehenfions,  whicJi  they 
may  entertain  of  you,  and  the  bifliop  of  Raphoe ; for  otherwife, 
1 fee  no  one  thing,  that  fliould  induce  them  to  it. 

* An  escurfion  of  M.  Dayroiles  to  Bergen  op-zoom  with  the  biihpp  of  Raphoe  (Twifden)  was 
the  occaficn  of  this  letter. 

1 fufpeil 
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I fiifpcdl  that  the  bifliop  of  Raphoe  has  an  eye  to  the  biflioprick  of 
Munftcr,  uiwn  tlie  death  of  the  ele^Ior  of  Cologne,  and  means  to 
fliew  that  he  will  do  as  well  as  Bernard  Van  Gvilenfaj. 

I am  perfuadc(l,  that  the  new  tax  *,  from  which  fuch  Aims  are 
cxpeiSlcd,  will  cither  not  be  laid,  from  the  oppoAtion,  which  it 
will  meet  with,  or,  if  laid,  will  hardly  be  coUedicd  without  the  alfiA- 
ancc  of  dragoons.  In  my  opinion,  when  Bergen-op-zoom  fltaU 
be  taken,  the  confternation  will  be  univerfal  in  the  republic,  and 
the  tone  of  the  moft  fanguine  will  be  altered.  Williamftadt  or 
Zealand  will  fall  next ; and  then  what  ground  our  troops  will  have 
to  Aand  upon,  and  where  they  will  find  quarters,  I am  at  a Jofs  to 
guefs.  I am  even  in  pain  for  their  exiftence,  after  the  town  fliali 
be  taken. 

I have  figned  your  bill  of  extraordinaries,  pray  w'hat  becomes 
of  Kreuningen  ? Is  he  not  frightened  out  of  his  wits?  .Adieu. 

Yours  faithfully, 


C. 


•i  . . 

(a)  The  warlike  blHicp  of  Munftcr,  who  twice  laid  ficge  to  his  capital,  and  was  ib  aQlvc  in. 
ihc  I^tch  war  of  the  year  167a. 

* This  tax,  under  the  name  of  Libtral  Gift  s>t  Don  Gratuity  syas  raifed  In  a very  extra- 
ordinary manner.  Large  cafes  or  trunks  were  placed  in  all  the  town-houfes  in  tlic  province 
of  liolland,  in  which,  all  pcrfoni,  whofe  whole  capital  did  not  amount  to  left  than  2000 
florins,  were  obliged  to  depofitc  upon  oath,  either  in  cafh,  oblintions  of  the  ftatc,  or  plate,  to 
tlie  value  of  at  Icaft  2 ptr  eent,  of  whatever  they  poftclTcd,  citlicr  in  calh,  land,  jewels,  plate, 
pifluret,  obligations,  employments,  jic.  nothing  but  houfliold  goods  and  wearing  apparel  to  be 
excepted.  I'liey  were  allb  obliged  to  fwear,  that  in  cafe  they  fhould  afterwards  find  out,  tliat  they 
had  not  paid  in  their  quotas,  according  to  a true  and  joft  cvaluaiion  of  all  tJicir  cffcAs,  tliey  would 
faithfully  make  it  up  again,  to  the  beft  of  ilieir  knowledge. 

The  lum  protluccd  by  tins  heavy  impofttion  was  kept  a profound  fecref,  and  never  came  to  the 
knou'let^e  of  the  world  with  anv  certainty.  How*ever,  there  is  rcalon  to  think,  that  the  a- 
mount  of  the  fame  did  not  fail  mort  of  twenty-two  millions  of  tiorias,  viz.  two  millions  fterbng, 
in  the  Tingle  province  of  Holland.  The  public  debt  of  that  proviuu;  alone,  at  cliat  time,  wae 
computed  at  forty  millions  fterling. 
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LETTER  XIV.  I 

TO  THE  SAME, 

. • -London,  Aog.  ii,  O.  S.  1747. 

• DEAR  DATROLLES,  _ 

I Am  very  glad  to  find  the  cannon-balls,  bombs,  lliells,  and  mines, 
which  you  went  to  vifit  at  Bergen-oivzoom,  received  you  fo 
civilly,  as  to  give  you  all  the  entertainment  they  could  afford,  with- 
out playing  you  thole  tricks,  which  they  are  ajit  to  do  to  thofe, 
with  whom  they  are  more  familiar.  In  Ihort,  you  arc  well  off,  and 
1 am  glad  of  it. 

I think,  as  you  do,  that  the  tow-n  muft  fall,  and  foon,  it  being^ 
impoflible  for  the  whole  army  to  march  to  its  relief : at  leaft  the 
duke  is  convinced  of  it,  though  I find  that  the  prince  of  Orange 
is  of  a contrary  opinion.  That  is  not,  I doubt,  the  only  point,  upon 
which  they  differ. 

1 lee  the  2 per  cent,  tax  is  not  yet  laid,  and  that  the  ftates  of  Holland 
are  feparated  to  deliberate  upon  it.  I c^Avn,  I much  doubt,  whe- 
ther it  will  be  iMd,  and  ftill  more  whether  it  will  be  levied  if 
laid.  Adieiv 


LETTER  XV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Aug.  15,  O.  S.  1747. 

DEAR  D A Y R O I.  L E S, 

««««««  the  taking  of  the  Rullians  is,  in  my  mind, 
eventually  a right  ftep,  provided  we  make  the  right  ufe  of  it,  that 
is,  to  treat  I'erioully  of  peace,  with  force  in  our  hands  for  war. 
For  1 am  convinced  that  every  thing,  that  docs  not  tend  to  a 
peace,  is  abfurd,  and  will  in  the  end  prove  fataL 

I have 
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I have  no  opinion  of  your  new  tax ; and  though  it  may  be  laid, 
I believe  it  will  be  fo  lamely  coUe£tcd,  that  it  will  not  produce  any 
thing  like  what  is  projwfed.  Pray  tell  me  what  impartial  fjcoplc 
think  of  it. 

Don’t  be  diftruftful  of  yourfelf ; for  every  body  here  allows,  that 
it  is  impolllble  to  do  better  than  you  have  done.  So  good  night. 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  XVI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


Loodon,  Sept*  ii,  O.  S.  ^74.7« 


T Don’t  acknowledge  feparately  the  feveral  letters,  which  I have 
f*-  received  from  you  lince  my  laft,  as  you  are  fenlible  that  I muft 
have  received  them,  and  have  not  always  time  to  anfwer  them. 

* * • arrived  here  the  day  before  yefterday,  but  w^hat  his  buli- 
nefs  is,  is  yet  a fecret  to  me. 

He  talks  more  extravagantly  than  ever  poor  lord did.  Bcr- 

gcn-op-zoom  is  no  lofs,  the,  Dutch  have  more  refources  than  they 
want ; and  though  they  Ihould  lofe  a province  or  two  this  year,  they 
will  recover  that  and  a great  deal  more  the  next.  « * « * » 

Jdieu,  man  cber  enfant.  (Adieu,  my  dear  child.) 


C. 


S fa 


L E T-' 
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LETTER  XVH. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


SEAR  OAYROLLES, 


London,  Sopt.  O.  . ii,  1747. 


am  concerned  for  the  ptiblic,  which 
1 take  to  be  in  a wry  dangerous  fituation;  as  to  myfelf  in  particular, 
1 am  extremely  cafy.  1 will  continue  in  public  life,  wliile  I can  do 
it  with  honor;  and  when  I cannot,  I fliall  enjoy  private  life  with 
pleafure,  and  1 hope  fome  reputation.  The  republic  talks  and  looks 
big ; but  neither  docs,  nor  I fear  can  aiSl  up  to  it.  And  how  they 
will  repel  the  dangers  of  this  year,  by  the  force,  which  they  are  to 
raife  the  next,  I am  at  a kjfs  to  difeover. 

I have  fpoke  to  Mr.  Pelham  about  your  payment,  and  will  take 
care  tliat  you  lhall  be  pakl  as  fooa  as,  or  fooner  than,  any  other 
foreign  minifter;  and  more  you  muft  not  expedV,  for  a very  ftrong 
reafon,  which  is,  that  there  is  not  money. 

The  parliament  will  meet  the  fecond  week  in  November;  till  when 
the  town  win  continue  as  empty  as  it  is  now,  and  I never  knew  it 
emptier.  My  only  amufement  is  my  new  houfe,  which  has  now 
taken  fome  form,  both  within  and  without.  There  is  but  one  dif- 
agrecabte  circumftanoe  that  attends  it,  which  is  the  expence.  Adieu. 


LETTER  XVin. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Lotdon,  2>  O.  S.  1747. 

DEAR  DAYROI.LES, 

INCLOSED  is  a letter  for  Mr.  de  Bochat(^d'j(,  which  I defire  that 
you  will  diredt  properly,  and  forward  to  him ; for  the  proper 
titles  are  of  great  imjxjitancc  all  over  Germany.  My  letter  is  an 


(s)  A .profeflbT  of  hifiory  and  civil  law  iaitUe  dbiverlity  of  Lauiacoe,  whoTe  lc£tarcs  young  Mr. 
Scanho^  attended. 


anfwer 
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anfwer  to  a very  civil  one,  which  you  fcnt  from  him,  and  at  the 
fame  time  conveys  my  thanks  for  his  booki'it^,  which,  as  far  as  I have 
read,  is,  I think,  an  excellent  one.  He  gives  me  in  the  main  a good 
character  of  the  boy, 'and  he  has  very  kindly  wrote  to  profeflor 
Mafcowi'^^,  to  inform  him  previoufly  of  what  the  boy  does  or  docs 
not  know,  of  his  difixjfitions,  chara<5Ier,  &c.  all  wliich  it  is  right 
that  the  profcITor  Ihould  know  ^before  hand,  in  order  to  take  his 
meafures  the  better."  -a 

Though  things  go  now  fmoothly,  and  to  the  wiflt  of  the  ftadt- 
houder  in  Holland,  I fuf^Xidi  that  they  will  not  long  continue  to  do 
fo.  The  heads,  that  govern  now-,  arc  too  hot  for  the  old  ones  that 
are  to  obey ; and  I foreiee  that  the  ftring  will  be  pulled  till  it  breaks. 
Make  my  compliments  to  your  aunt.  Yours  moll  faithfully. 


C* 


LETTER  XIX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  0£l.  16,  O.  S.  1747. 

DEARDAYROLLES, 

OU  allow'  me  the  privilege  of  a bufy  man,  which  is  not  to  write, 
, when  he  has  not  time  to  do  it,  and  that  of  a lazy  man,  w-hich 
is  not  to  write,  when  he  has  not  a mind  to  it;  but  for  the  two  laft  polls 
• I claim  the  privilege  of  a fick  man,  for  I liave  had  confounded 
rheumatic  pains  in  my  flioulder,  for  which  I h.ave  been  let  blood, 
phylicked,  and  confined,  but  I am  now  pretty  well  again.  « » * « 

(a)  CrUifai  rtfesrehis  tbf  antient  /fate  ef  the  UelvetU  hiiy^  with  an  aceeuni  ef  the  mwuments  ef 
enu^uitj  ftuni  im  Switzerfand,  That  geniteman  hjul  publUhed  ten  yean  before,  a eriiicil  an4  piUticed 
en^iuirj  inu  the  tripn  ef  the  euftem  1^  letting  national  troe/t  to  varisut  pswert  praiiifed  bj  the  Swiff 
eanlaent. 

(b)  ProftlTor  of  laws  at  Ldpfic, 


X 


Has 
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Has  Kreuningen  paid  his  two  per  cent,  and  funivcd  it?  Have 
you  feen  your  old  friend  ? Bon  fair. 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  XX.* 

TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  Dtc.  I)  O.  S.  1747* 


T Received  but  laft  Sunday  yours  of  the  ift  N.  S.  and  there  are 
-*•  now  two  more  ports  due  from  Holland. 

Though  your  correfiwndence  cannot,  in  this  feafon  of  inairtion,  be 
fo  informing  as  at  other  times,  it  is  ftill  the  correfjwndence  of  a 
friend ; and  I value  much  more  what  the  heart  dictates,  than  what 
occurrences  fupply.  So  write  on,  when  you  have  leifure,  and  dej^end 
upon  your,  letters  being  equally  welcome  to  me,  however  full  of,  or 
free  from,  news.  Chetwynd*  tells  me  that  you  have  fome  doubts, 
whether  you  fliould  regularly  write  your  office-letters  or  not,  as  you 
have  not  great  variety  of  materials  for  them  at  prefent.  That  is 
none  of  your  fault, 

But,  however,  I can  tell  you  that  the  king  reads  your  letters  with 
great  attention,  and  is  very  well  pleafed  with  them ; therefore  con- 
tinue by  all  means,  and  infert  every  thing,  that  comes  to  your  know- 
ledge. His  majefty  loves  to  hear  the  little  occurrences  of  every 
place. 

Pray  endeavour  to  get  me  an  exa<rt;  account  of  all  the  troojw  now 
in  the  fervice  of  the  republic;  dirtinguiffiing  thofe,  that  were  there, 
before  the  election  of  the  ftadthouder,  and  thofe  which  have  been 
raifed  fince;  and  likewife  an  account  of  the  prifoners  ftill  in  the 
pofleffion  of  the  French.  This  account,  1 know,  you  can  hardly 


♦ Wji.  ChetwynJ,  cTq;  under  fccrctary  of  ftate  in  the  Northern  department. 
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get  in  any  other  fliaix:,  but  that  of  bataillons  and  fquadrons,  but, 
however,  I defire  you  will  accompany  it  with  the  beft-groundcd  con- 
jecture, that  you  can  form  of  the  real  number  of  effective  men,  to 
w hich  that  whole  eftabliflimcnt  amounts. 

As  the  w’orld  goes,  I am  not  difplcalbd  with  monfieur  de  Bren- 
les’s/'aj  accotuit  of  the  boy ; and  to  tell  you  the  truth,  it  is  better  than  I 
exixjCted.  1 agree  with  you,  that  Leiplig  is  not  the  place  to  givet 
him  that  bon  toity  which  1 know  he  wants;  but  then  confider,  that 
he  can  acquire  that  bon  ton,  no  where  but  in  mixed  companies,  and 
in  the  pleafures  of  people  of  fafhion  at  courts,  which  if  he  were  to 
tafte  of  lb  young  as  he  is  now,  there  would  be  an  end  of  all  ftudies. 
And  he  Hill  wants  a foundation  in  feveral  fcicnces,  w hich  he  w ill 
lay  better  at  Lcipfig  than  any  where  elfc.  He  w ill  there  make 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  German  language,  the  hilfory  and  conllinition 
of  the  empire,  fome  Grotius,  fome  civil  law,  and  other  things,  which 
he  muft  either  learn  now  or  never.  It  is  true  that  in  all  this  time 
he  will  contract  a little  German  dirt ; but  that  is  eafier  rubbed  off, 
efpccially  at  his  age,  than  Englifli  dirt.  Turin  will  efleblually  do 
that ; and  Paiis  fliallgive,  at  lall,  the  true  varnilh. 

Harte  writes  me  w'ord,  that  the  boy  really  works  hard,  and  has 
barely  time  to  eat,  drink,  and  fleep.  In  all  the  vacations,,  he  is  to 
go  to  Drefdcn,  which  will  do  fome  good  to  his  manners. 

• Adicu- 


LETTER  XXL 

TOTHESAME- 

LouJoOj  Dec.  14,  O.  S.  i;47» 

DEAR  DAYROLLES^ 

I Have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th,  N.  S.  Your  account  of  the 
inefficiency  of  the  government  in  Holland  is,  I am  convinced, 
very  true,  and  I have  the  fame  from  various  hands.  Much  talking, 

(a)  T he  gentl-.min  »t  whofc  houC  young  Sua1rji>c  was  a boarder  at  Laufanr.o. 

and 
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and  very  little  doing,  fanguine  folly  without  force,  and  obftinac)'^ 
without  judgment.  Marfechal  de  Lowcndahl  will,  I believe,  foon 
talk  in  a much  more  cft'evRual  manner  to  Zealand  or  Breda,  though 
I fliould  rather  think  the  latter;  as  it  is  eaftcr,  and  with  regard  to 
England  of  more  imiK>rtancc. 

If  count  Naflau  will  break  bones,  I prefume  he  will  begin  with 
Rodriguez’s  It  is  a moll  fcandalous  article. 

I have  fpoke  again  about  your  payment,  and  have  had  fair  pro- 
mifes. 

I have  not  yet  received  Memnon[a)\  have  you  read  An^ola(b)?  It 
very  prettily  wTitten.  By  the  lirft  opportunity  of  a courier,  1 lhall 
fend  Kreuningen  a cargo  of  pamphlets,  though  we  have  had  no 
good  ones  of  late.  Adieu,  mon  enfant. 


LETTER  XXII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  Jan.  t,  O.  S.  1747. 


T Have  received  your  two  lall  letters,  and  likewife  Memnon.  I 
always  hke  the  former ; but  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I do  not  fo 
much  admire  the  latter  as  Kreuningen  docs,  who  tells  me  that  he 
devoured  it.  1 have  fent  him  a load  of  bad  books  and  pamphlets, 
by  his  particular  order ; for  none  good  have  appeared  here  of  late. 
Pray  make  him  my  compliments,  and  my  excufes  for  not  having  yet 
anfwered  his  letter,  which  I wdll  do  foon. 

By  what  you  tell  me,  and  by  what  I hear  from  other  hands,  there 
is  much  talldng  and  httle  dc»ng  at  the  Hague;  whereas  the  French, 
though  they  love  talking  as  well  as  other  people,  feem  to  be  doing, 
as  I fear  wc  lliall  foon  find.  I am  called  away.  Good  night,  dear 
Dayrolles. 


' Thf  writer  of  the  Cologne  Gaz^'C. 

3)  f ot  Voltaire**  philofophual  uJet. 
yhf  Hk  very  liccatiout  oovel  wriiteoin  liie  Hylcof  Cirbillon. 

LET- 
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LETTER  XXIII. 

T O T H E S A M E. 

London,  Jin.  12, 0.  S.  1748. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

'"p'HREE  mail',  which  came  in  together,  brought  me  two  letters 
from  you  ; the  cafe  of  good  things,  of  which  it  is  often  faid, 
rtiat  but  two  of  them  tome  over  in  three  fliips.  The  abbe  de  la' 
Vine’s  letter,  for  I am  fure  it  is  his,  is  but  fuperficial;  he  might 
have  made  more  of  the  fubjett,  but,  however,  it  is  prettily  writ.  » 
Whether  the  tone  of  that  court,  be  peace  or  war,  it  differs  only- 
in  jioint  of  time ; ftir  a peace  there  will  neceffarily  be.  If  prudence 
makes  it  foon,  it  will  be  fo  much  the  better ; but  if  fanguine  folly 
delays  it,  neceffity  will,  before  it  is  long,  make  it,  and  make  a 
damn’d  bad  one.  We  have  not,  nor  can  have,  any  force  to  look  the 
French  in  the  face  with,  till  the  middle  of  the  campaign ; before 
which  time,  they  will  have  ftruck  their  ftroke,  and  the  republic  will 
beg,  inftead  of  refiifing,  a peace. 

I have  defired  Kreuningen  to  fend  me  any  good  new  French 
books  that  come  out,  and  to  give  them  to  you,  w'ho  will  pay  him 
for  them,  and  tranfmit  them  to  me.  And  I infill  upon  yoiir  fend- 
ing me  the  account,  tliat  I may  pay  you.  Our  bookfellers  here  im- 
port no  books  worth  two-pence.  »*«*•**  »» 


LETTER  XXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Jin.  j6,  O.  S.  1748. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

^|  '''HIS  letter  goes  to  you,  in  that  confidence,  -w-hich  I always  fhall, 
and  know  that  I fafely  may,  place  in  you.  And  you  will 
therefore  not  let  one  word  of  it  tranfpirc. 

VoL.  II,  T t 


What 
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V/htit*  * * to  * ^ * I believe  will,  nay  1 am  fure  muft,  prove 
true.  * * 

I tell  you  very  truly,  I long  for  reft  and  quiet,  equally  neceflary  to 
my  prefent  ftate,  both  of  body  and  mind.  Could  1 do  any  good, 
1 would  facrifice  fome  more  quiet  to  it ; but,  convinced  as  1 am  that 
I can  do  none,  I will  indulge  my  eafe,  and  preferve  my  chanwfter. 
I have  gone  through  pleafures,  while  my- conftitution  and  my  fpirits 
wouhl  allow  me.  Bufinefs  fucceeded  them ; and  I have  now  gone- 
through  every  part  of  it,  without  liking  it  at  all  the  better  for  being 
acquainted  with  it.  Like  many  other  things,  it  is  moft  admired  by 
thofe,  wlio  know  it  the  leaft.  And  this  one  confideration  would 
alone  difguft  one  of  it,  even  if  one  had  the  foie  power;  which  is,  that 
in  this  country  one  muft,  for  political  realbns,  frequently  prefer  the 
moft  unworthy  to  the  moft' worthy,  and  proftitute  to  importunity 
and  undeferving  greedinefs  the  rewards  of  merit.  Thus  w-eary  of 
bufinefs,  you  will  eaftly  imagine,  that  in  retiring  from  my  prefent, 
bufinefs,  I fhall  not  engage  in  any  other ; but  far  from  embarking 
upoit  any  account  in  cabals  and  oppofition,  whenever  I do  take  any 
part  in  the  houlc  of  lords,  it  fhall  be  in  fupport  of  the  governments 
Do  not  think  neither  that  I mean,  a fullen  retirement  from  the 
world  'y,  on  the  contrary,  my  retreat  from  bufinefs  will  give  me  both 
more  time  and  better  fpirits  for  the  enjoyment  of  focial  life,  from 
which  .1  will  never  withdraw  rayfelf.  What  day  I.  fliaU.  refign 
the  feals,  is  not  yet  fixed  : therefore  I.  defire  that  you  will  not,  upon 
any  account,_m'ention  one  word  of  this  letter,  or  give  the  leaft  inti-!’ 
mation  to  any  one  living,  that  you  know  any  thing  of  tliis  refolution. 
As  I know  the  warmth  of  your  friendlhip  for  me,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  warmth  of  your  temper,  I moft  earnelUy  recommend  to  you, 
nay  1 infift  tipon  your  being  difereet,  when  this  event  flrall  become 
public.  There  are  thofe  at  the  H^;ve,  wlio  will  be  glad  to  lay  hold 
of  any  little  flip  of  yours,  in  order  to  do  you  an  injury : difappoint 
them  by  yoar  diferetion,  and  fay  nothing  more  upon.it,.  than  that 
you  knew  that  my  health  required  excrcile,  and-my  temper  quiet ; 
and  that  you  know  too,  that  whenever  I can,  as  a private  man,  be 
of  any  ufetothe  king  or  to  the  public,  1 fhall  adt  the  fame  out  of 
place,  as  1 fhould  have  done  in.  lifts  condudl  I fhall  look  upon  as 
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a proof  of  yovir  friendlhip,  and  not  of  your  coolnefs  for  me.  As  I 
fhall  always  have  a fatisfadlion  in  hearing  from  you ; write  to  me 
from  time  to  time  as  ufual. 

Adieu  for  this  time,  my  dear  Dayrolles;  and  be  convinced  that, 
knowing,  as  I do,  your  merit,  your  good  heart,  your  truth,  and  your 
affcdlion,  I fhall,  though  hereafter  a very  ufelefs  one,  be  ever  yout 

Very  faithful  friend. 

Chesterfield,’ 


LETTER  XXV. 

- TO  THi  SAME. 

Xondon,  Feb.  9 O.S.  ty{t. 

DEAR  DATROLLES, 

fort  ejl  jette  (the  die  is  caft)  : you  receive  this  letter  from  a 
llncere  friend,  but  not  from  a fecretary  of  ftate,  and  I know  you 
to  be  fo  true  a friend  top,  that  I am  fure  you  value  it  more  in  the 
former  charadier  than  in  the  latter.  Laft  Saturday,  1 refigned  the 
feals  into  the  king’s  hands,  who  parted  with  me  in  the  moft  gracious 
manner  poffible.  My  health,  my  fpirits,  and  my  character  all  con- 
curred in  this  meafure,  and  made  it  abfolutely  neceffary  for  me.  1 
retire  without  any  perfonal  quarrel  with  any  man  whatfoever ; ami  if 
I difapproved  of  mcafurcs,  it  was  by  no  means  uiwn  account  of 
their  authors.  Far  from  engaging  in  oppofition,  as  refigning  mi- 
nillcrs  too  commonly  do,  I fltall  to  the  utruoft  of  my  power  fupjwit 
the  king  and  his  government,  which  I can  do  with  more  advantage 
to  them,  and  more  honor  to  rayfelf,  when  I do  not  receive  five 
thoufand  pounds  a year  for  doing  it.  I fltall  now  foi'  the  firft  time 
in  my  life  enjoy  that  philofopliical  quiet,  which,  tipon  my  word,  I 
have  long  wiflied  for.  While  I was  aMe,  tlvatis,  while  1 was  yoiujg^ 
I lived  in  a conftant  diflipation  and  tumult  of  pleafures  ; the  hurry 
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and  plagxie  of  bufinefs  either  in  or  out  of  court  fucceeded,  and 
continued  till  now.  And  it  is  now  time  to  think,  of  the  only  real 
comforts  in  the  latter  end  of  life,  quiet,  liberty,  and  health.  Do 
not  think,  by  the  way,  that  by  quiet  and  retirement,  1 mean  foli- 
^le  and  mifanthropy  ; far  from  it,  my  philofophy,  as  you  know> 
is  of  a chearful  and  Ibcial  nature.  My  horfe,  my  books,  and  my 
friends,  will  divide  my  time  pretty  equally ; I fliall  not  keep  lefs 
company,  but  only  better,  for  I fliall  chufe  it.  Therefore  do  not 
fear  finding  me,  whenever  you  take  a little  turn  here,  morofe  and 
cynical  ; on  the  contrary,  you  will  find  me  as  gentle  as  a dove,  but 
alas  ! not  fo  amorous.  At  leaft,  whatever  die  you  find  me,  you 
will  always  find  me  w ith  the  trueft  aflfedion. 

Your,  &c. 

Chesterfield. 

P.  S.  Pray  make  my  compliments  to  my  baron,  and  thank  him 
both  for  his  books  and  his  letters  : I will  do  it  myl'clf  very 
foon. 


LETTER  XXVI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Bath,  Feb.  23,  O,  S.  174^' 

M^.  void  tnon  cber  enfant  (here  I am,  my  dear  boy),  enjoy- 
ing liberty  and  idlcnefs,  but  attended  with  a great  cold, 
which  I got  upon  the  road,  in  the  coldeft  w'eather,  and  the  deepeft 
fiiow  that  I ever  remember.  This  has  hindered  me  from  drinking 
the  waters  hitherto ; but  that  is  no  great  matter,  as  I came  here 
more  for  the  fake  of  quiet,  and  abfence  from  London,  while  1 wa? 
the  only  fubjedl  of  converfation  there,  than  for  any  great  occafion 
that  I had  for  the  waters. 

With- 


, I 
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Without  afieilationj  I feel  moft  fenfibly  the  comforts  of  my 
prefcnt  free  and  quiet  fituation ; and  if  I had  much  vanity  in  my 
compolition,  of  wliich  I really  tliink.  that  1 have  lefs  than  moft 
people,  even  that  vanity  would  be  fully  gratified,  by  the  voice  of 
the  public  upon  this  occafion.  But,  upon  my  word,  all  the  bufy 
tumultuous  paffions  have  fubfided  in  me^  and  that  not  fo  mvich 
from  philofophy,  as  from  a little  refie<ftion  upon  a great  deal  of 
experience.  1 have  been  behind  the  ftene^,  botli  of  pleafure  and 
bulinefs.  1 have  feen  all  the  coarfe  pullies  and  dirty  ropes,  which 
exliibit  and  move  all  the  gaudy  machines  ; and  I have  feen  and  fmelt 
the  tallow  candles,  wliicli  illuntinatc  the  whole  decoration,  to  the 
aftonillrmcnt  and  admiration  of  the  ignorant  audience. 

Since  my  refignation,  my  brother,  as  you  will  have  feen  in  the 
news-papers,  is  appointed  commiffioner  of  the  admiralty,  which 
he  never  would  have  been  as  long  as  1 had  continued  in,  the  refo- 
lution  being  tak.cn  to  exclude  all  thofe,  who  might  otherwife 
have  been  fujtjxjfcd  to  have  come  in  up»n  my  intcreft.  As  I retire 
without  quarrelling,  and  svithout  the  leaft  intention  to  oppofe,  I 
iaw  no  reafon  why  my  brother  lltould  decline  this  pioft,  and  I advi- 
fed  him  to  accept  of  it,  and  the  rather  as  it  was  the  king’s  own  doing. 

George  Stanhojie  * too,  I am  told,  is  now  to  have  the  rank  of 
colonel  given  him  which  I could  never  procure  him,  fo  that  it  feems, 
I have  a much  better  intereft  out  of  place  than  I had  in. 

All  goes  well  at  Leipfig  ; the  boy  applies  and  imp>rovcs  more  than 
1 exp)e£led.  Count  and  countefs  Flemming,  who  faw  Irim  there, 
and  who  carried  him  to  the  dutchefs  of  Courlande’s,  gave  me  a very 
gocxl  account  of  him,  and  aflured  me  that  he  was  by  no  means 
the  aukward  Englifh  oaf,  but  pajfablement  decrotte  (tolerably 
px)lifhed).  He  fliall  ftay  there  a year  longer,  and  then  go  to  Turin. 
If  you  flrould  accidentally  hear,  or  can  pjrocure,  any  memoirs  of  his 
private  charafler,  pray  let  me  know  them. 

Remember  the  cautions,  which  I gave  you  in  one  of  my  former 
letters.  When  lord  Sandwich  goes  to  the  congrefs,  you  will  have 
a great  deal  to  do,  and  play  a confidcrable  part,  at  the  Hague  ; which 
1 know  you  are  able  to  acquit  yourl'elf  of  very  well.  This  1 think 
will  put  you,  en  train  d’etre  monjieur  Penvoye,  upon  lord  Sandwich's 


* Brother  to  earl  Stanhope* 
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return  to  his  poft  here,  which  will  be  before  it  is  very  long,  for 
however  httle  peace  is  at  prefent  intended,  neceflity  will  foon 
make  it  by  the  means  of  the  mareebaux  de  Saxe  et  Lowendabl ; and 
then,  being  upon  the  place,  I think  you  may  reafonably  afk,  and 
pn>bably  obtain,  the  charadter  and  appointments  of  envoy.  * • * 
May  you  have  all  you  wilh ! 

Adieu,  yours, 

a. 


LETTER  XXVIL 


'TO  THE  SAME. 


LooJon,  Klarch  t%t  O.  S.  174!. 

* T>EAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Am  now  returned  from  the  Bath  in  a Hate  of  health,  which 
•*-  I have  not  known  of  fome  years,  and  which  is  owing  to  quiet 
of  mind  and  exercife  of  body.  I am  now  mafter  of  my  own  time, 
and  of  my  own  motions.  I do  whatever  I pleafe,  whenever  I pleafe, 
and  am  mightily  pleafed  with  it.  *»o»*»«»»**i^*** 
I lay  no  great  llrefs  upon  » » * remaining  at  the  Hague,  which 
I do  not  tliink  is  with  any  other  defign,  but  only  to  be  the  channel 
of  a certain  correfpondence.  j4  propos  of  that  correfpondence,  * « * 
has  confefled  the  impotence  of  the  republic ; has  owned  that  they 
are  difappointed  m their  levies,  and  has  defired  to  borrow  twelve 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  or  at  lead:  a million  llerling,  with- 
out which  he  fays  that  the  republic  muft  be  inevitably  ruined. 
When  the  king  heard  the  purjwrt  of  his  commiflion,  he  faid, 
Cbejlerfeld  told  me  Jix  montbs  a^o  that  it  would  be  Jo.  As  to  his  loan 
of  a million  at  lead,  he  has  been  told,  that,  if  he  can  get  \\.  a la  bonne 
heure  (fo  much  the  better),  but  that  it  is  not  very  likely  that  he 
diould,  w’hen  our  own  loan  is  at  five  per  cent,  diicount,  and  when 
it  is  very  doubtful  whether  the  further  payments  will  be  made  at 
all.  At  lad  he  came  down  to  beg  for  God’s  fake,  that  we  would 
.at  lead  take  the  whole  exjience  of  the  Ruffians  ujxm  ourfelvcs,  for 

that 
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that  tbc-rep^bUc  cannot  poffibly  pay  the  fhare  that  they  had  fti-' 
pulated.  What  anfwer  he  has  received  to  that  requeft  I do  not 
yet  know.  Money  was  never  fo  fcarce  in  the  city,  nor  the  flocks 
fo  low  even  during  the  rebellion  as  now ; which  you,  as  a money’d 
man,  certanly  know.  Twelve  per  cent,  is  offered  for  money,  and 
even  that  will  not  do.  And  if  there  is  not  a certainty  of  peace  in’ 
three  or  four  months  at  furthefl,  an  entire  ftagnation  of  all  credit, 
if  not  a bankruptcy,  is  univerfally  expedied. 

Could  you  buy  me  t\vo  hoglheads  of  fup>erlativc  good  claret  at 
Palairet’s,  or  any  where  elfe,  and  fend  it  me  over  by  fome  Engliflr' 
Ihip,  as  you  know  the  a<fl  of  navigation  requires  ? I would  have  it' 
of  the  firft  growth,  and  a ftrong  body.  I truft  to  your  diflingyiini- 
ing  palate  for  the  quality  of  it.  I am  in  no  fort  of  hafte  for  it,  fl>- 
that  you  may  take  your  own  time  to  tafte,  confult,  and  at  lafl  fix. 
Only  do  not  fend  me  any,  unlefs  you  -can  be  fure  of  fending  me 
what  is  extremely  good.  . 

Make  my  compliments  to  our  friend  ’when  you  fee  him.  1 ana.’ 
heartily  glad  of  Wolters’s  new  employment 

Yours  aJfFefiionately, 

Cw 


LETTER  XXVIII*- 

TO  THE  SAME.  . 


London,  Aprilj  8,  O.  S.  1748'.. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

C I N C E my  lafl  to  you,  I have  received  your  two  letters  with. 
^ thtif  inclofures,  which  were  a letter  and  a duplicate  from  ma- 
dame  de  St.-Gilie  at  Madrid.  She  wants  to  have  a certain  Spanifh 
priibner  exchanged,  and,  thinking  me  flill  in  office,  applies  to  me  for 

(4)  Agcat  to  his  Britannic  majefly  at  Rotter<?am,  a genileoian  of  oncommon  laerir,  and  £«n*» 
inHy  beloved  both  hUown  couuM'ymea  and  the  Dutch.  He  dlvuta  few  yeara  ago. 
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it.  I have  however  got  it  done,  as  1 inform  .her  :in  .^ie  indofcd, 
\\  liich  I defire  that  you  will  forw  ard  to  her  Ibmc  wa.y  or  otlier. 
The  I’afeft  way,  1 believe,  will  be  to  give  it  to  tlie  marquis  del  Puerto’s 
IcvreUry.  It  may  give  you  an  opportunity,  if  )'ou  have  a mind,  to 
fend  her  fomething  tender  from  yourfelf,  for  I remember  you  was 
one  of  her  lovers. 

When  the  treafuiy  meets  after  eafler,  Mr.  Pelham  has  promifed 
me  that  you  Ihall  be  paid  every  Ihiliing  that  is  due  to  you,  lb  that 
tlicn  you  win  be  out  of  debt.  I hope  you  take  care  to  live  within 
your  appointments,  and  to  lay  up  all  your  own,  that  in  cafe  of  any 
rivers  you  may  not  be  a lofer  by  your  commillion.  » » » « 

The  deliberations  about  the  thriftening and  the  magnificence 
and  profufion  of  it,  were  finely  deplaces  (improper)  at  this  time  ; at 
leall  it  is  thought  fo  here,  unlefs  it  prot^eeded  from  a rcfolution 
of  dying  merrily.  Your  end  feems  to  me  to  l)e  near.  Maeftricht, 
I am'perfuaded,  will  be  taken  in  a fortnight  de  tranebee  ouverte ; 
and  after  that  there  is  not  any  one  place  that  can  hold  out  a week. 
Marechal  Lowcndahl’s  leaving  his  former  deftination  of  Breda  and 
Zealand,  in  order  to  join  the  grand  army,  convinces  me,  that  fome- 
thing riiore  is  intended  tliere  tlrart  the  taking  of  Maeftricht ; and  I 
dre.id  the  next  letters  from  Holland,  bringing  us  an  account  of  the 
duke’s  army  being  cut  off  in  the  whole,  or  in  part.  All  my  pre- 
didtions  arc  now -verifying  too  faft. 

Our  army,  which  was,  according  to  their  calculation,  to  confift  of. 
192,000  men,  is  adluaRy  weaker  than  it  was  laft  year;  and  that 
peace,  which  the  republic  will  in  a few  weeks  be  obliged  to  fign 
upon  the  drum  head,  will  be  fuch  a one,  as  will  prove  how  much 
thofe.were  in  the  right,  who  were  for  treating  laft  year,  upon  tlie 
foot  of  mardchal  de  Saxe’s  propofals  to  Ligonier. 

Here  is  a pamphlet  come  out  entitled  my  Apology  (b),  which  I will 
fend  to  my  baron,  with  a bundle  of  other  pamphlets  by  the  firft 
oppbrtiuiity,  and  he  w ill  fliew  it  you.  It  makes  a very  great  noife 
here,  as  you  will  eafdy  conceive  that  it  rauft,  when  you  read  it. 


(a)  Of  the  {la<1cI>o!(lcr*s  fon,  now  hi$-fi>cccflbr. 

( i)  An  aptbgj f-tr  a latt  rtfignttUin^  in  a Utur  frm  art  En^UJb  gmlUman  tc  hU  fritni  gt  tht  Hgguim , 
London,  1748<  8vo. 
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Many  people  really  believe,  and  many  defire,  that  it  fhould  be  be- 
lieved, to  have  been  written  by  my  direction  at  leaft : liut,  upon  my 
word  and  honor,  fo  far  am  I from  having,  any  hand  dire(iUy  or  ' 
indirectly  in  it,  that  I do  not  fo  much  as  guefs  at  the  author, 
though  I have  done  all  I could  to  fifh  him  out.  » * « * » 

Pray  do  not  buy  me  any  claret,  till  you  hear  further  from  me, 
for  I am  lately  informed,  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  imixjrting 
it  here,  even  in  an  Englilh  bottom.  But  . in  the  mean  time  you 
may  be  tailing  eventually  if  you  pleafe.  «»*»»*«* 
It  is  time  to  finilh  this  letter.  Good  night  then,  my  dear 
Daycotles. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C. 


LETTER  XXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London^  April  19,  O.  8.  1748. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Have  received  yours  of  the  1 9th  N.  S.  The  fituation  of  the 
'*■  republic  is  now  exaCtly  what  fix  months  ago  I forelaw,  and 
foretold  it  would  be  ; there  was  indeed  no  conjviration  in  that  pre- 
diClion,  nothing  liasing  happened  fince,  that  was  not  the  neceflary 
efieCt  of  caufes  well  known  then. 

If  you  Ihould  by  accident  know  or  hear  of  a Vander  Pol,  pray  let 
the  perfon  know,  that  I am  ver>"  much  obliged  to  him  for  his 
correfpondcnce,  which  is  very  inftniClivc,  and  that  1 beg  he  will 
continue  it.  I do  not  know  who  he  is,  and  if  you  llioidd,  do  not 
fend  me  his  name  in  a letter  by  the  poll ; for  1 know  that  molt 
letters  from,  and  to,  me  are  opened. 

1 am  not  yet  able  to  guefs  who  wrote  my  apology,  which  I^am 
the  more  furprized  at,  as  it  mull  be  fomebody  pretty  well  informed, 
all  the  fads  being  very  near  true.  An  anfwer  to  it  is  advertifed,  but 
^VoL.  11,  U u not 
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not  yet  publiflied.  I am  impatient  to  fee  it,  that  I may  know,  as  I 
eafily  Ihall  when  I read  it,  whether  it  is  written  by  order  or  not ; 
'if  it  is  not,  I ftiall  not  meddle  with  it,  but  if  it  is,  it  Ihall  have  a 
reply. 

Pray  tell  my  baron,  that  I have  received  his  letter,  and  will  an- 
fwer  it  before  it  is  long.  He  will  be  able  to  fend  me  all  the  httle 
French  books  that  come  out,  when  marechal  de  Saxe,  with  his 
army,  Ihall  be  at  the  Hague ; for  then  all  the  French  officers  will  be 
at  the  baron’s  levee,  and  glad  to  Ihew  him  thofe  little  civilities. 

The  duke  of  Devonlliire  will,  I believe,  refign  foou,  and  be  fuc- 
cceded  by  the  duke  of  Marlborough.  Adieu,  dear  Dayrolles : 

Yours  lincerely, 

C. 


LETTER  XXX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  May  3,  O.  S.  1748. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

AyT  Y prophecy,  as  you  obferve,  was  fulfilled  fonica,  which  1 
heartRy  congratulate  both  you  and  myfelf  upon,  for,  had' 
not  that  part  of  my  predi£tions  come  to  pafs  in  the  moment  that  it 
did,  the  other  part  would,  which  was  inevitable  ruin..  Had  not 
the  French  politely  ligned  the- preliminaries  when  they  did,  bud, 
refolvetl  to  profit  of  the  advantages,  which  they  had  in  their  hands, 
we  were  undone.  Moll  people  here  are  aftonilhed  at  the  modera- 
tion of  the  French  court,  and  cannot  account  for  it  from  any 
known  rules  of  policy.  Deq)  and  profound  hillorians,  who  mulb 
aflign  forae  great  and  political  caule  for  every  event,,  will'likewife,. 
1 believe,  be  at  a lofs  to  allign  fuch  a one  for  thfe..  But  I,,  wha 
am  to  take  things  in  a more  limple  light,  and  en  feek  for  their 
caufes  more  in  the  weaknelles  than  in  the  wifdbm  of  mankind,.* 
account  for  it  in  this  manner.  The  king  of  France  is  a quiet, 

unambitious 


Digitized  by  Gopgl 


J 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  II.  LET.  XXIX.  XXX.  XXXI.  331 

unambitioiis  prince,  was  weary  of  the  war,  and  particularly  of  a 
camp  life,  which,  as  he  had  once  adopted,  he  could  not  well  lay 
alide,  while  the  war  lafted.  The  French  courtiers  are  not  fo 
unikilful,  as  not  to  advifc  what  they  know  their  prince  wiflies,  no 
matter  whether  it  be  confiftent  with,  or  contrary  to,  the  public  in- 
tereft.  »**»#***«•««*««* 

1 do  not  wonder  in  the  leaft  at  the  general  joy,  which  you  tell  me  is 
exprefled  at  the  Hague  upon  tliis  occafion,  from  the  princefs  and  the 
baron,  to  the  fifherman  at  Scheveling. 

When  you  happen  to  fee  t'ami  of  Amjhrdam,  tell  him,  pray,  that  I 
am  obliged  to  him  and  his  aw/,  and  that  1 hope  they  will  continue  to 
let  me  hear  from  them.  In  the  hand  and  the  other  circumftances 
in  which  they  write,  the  devil  cannot  difcover  them  here ; all  the 
care  that  is  neceflary  is  only  to  put  their  own  letters  privately  into 
the  poll. 

I beUeve  the  king  will  fet  out  from  hence  next  Saturday  feven- 
night;  I fuppofe  that  you  wUl  be  at  Helvoet  to  meet  him,  where 
I delire  that  you  will  be  particularly  attentive  to  do  lady  Yarmouth 
any  fervices  that  you  can ; Ihe  deferves  them  from  us  both,  being 
much  my  friend,  and  yours. 

Adieu  mon  enfant ; porlez-vous  bien. 


LETTER  XXXI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  May  13,  O.  S.  174B. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

'\7’OU  anfwered  the  prince  of  Orange’s  quellion,  concerning  me, 
pecfedtly  well ; far  from  blaming  the  peace,  I am  heartily  glad 
that  it  is  made.  I was  for  making  it  fooner,  and  confequently  better. 
I forefaw  and  foretold  our  tveaknefs  this  campaign,  and  would  have 
prevented,  by  a timely  negotiation  laft  Odlober,  thofe  evident  dan- 
gers, to  which  it  mull  necelTarily  expofe  us,  and  w'hich  we  have 
efcaped,  more  by  our  good  fortune  than  our  wifdom.  I may  add 
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that  my  refignation  made  this  peace,  as  it  opened  people’s  eyes  with 
relation  to  the  imminent  dangers  of  the  war.  »»»«»» 
The  rejHiblic  is  laved  by  it  from  utter  niin,  and  England  from 
biuikruptcy. 

The  king  fets  out  this  night  or  to-morrow  morning  for  Ilollaml, 
attendcil  only  by  Mr.  Stone.  It  is  given  out  that  the  duke  of  New- 
caftle  is  to  follow  in  three  weeks : but  that  is  only  given  out,  but 
not  intended;  for  I have  reafon  to  be  pretty  lure  that  he  will  not  go 
at  all.  The  king  would  not  let  either  of  the  fecretaries  go  to  Ha- 
nover : but  as  the  duke  of  Bedford  has  ftixuigly  folicited  to  go,  in 
cafe  the  duke  of  Newcaftlo  did  not,  it  is  to  be  faki  that  the  latter  is 
to  go,  in  order  to  put  off  the. former  without  offence. 

.Sir  Mathew  Decker  goes  in  the  yacht  w ith  Stone,  and  will  be 
fomc  time  at  the  Hague,  where  I delirc  that  you  will  do  him  all  the 
fervice,  and  fltew  him  all  the  civilities,  that  you  can.  « * * » 

Lord  Sandwich  has  afketl  leave  to  come  over  here  for  a little  time, 
upon  account  of  his  owti  private  affairs. 

I have  heard  of  no  new  minifter  named  for  the  Hague,  but  I 
am  told  that  there  is  to  be  one.  I flioukl  gtiefs  lord  Fane,  who  foli- 
cits  much  to  go  to  Spain,  but  has  been  refufed.  The  duke  of  Rich- 
mond, I believe,  will  go  to  Paris  as  ambalTador  for  the  reprefen- 
tation  part,  which  part  he  will  certainly  do  well. 

Yours  moft  truly, 

. Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXXU. 


DEAR 


TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  June  zo>  0.8.1748. 


DA  Y ROLLES, 


T was  glad  to  find  by  your  laft,  that  the  king  and  you  are  fb  well 
together,  though,  if  you  are  to  be  demolifhed,  that  intimacy  will 
not  ferve  you.  An  araballador  will  certainly  be  fent  to  the  Hague ; 
. but 
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but  who  it  will  be,  I have  not  yet  difcovered,  nor  do  I believe  that  it 
is  fettled.  Should  it  be  ,one  perfon,  whom  I am  apt  to  fufiJedV,  I 
will  anfwcr  for  your  being  very  well  with  him,  and  for  his  doing 
you  all  the  fervice  he  can.  The  duke  of  Newcaftle  will  be  with 
you  about  the  fame  time  as  this  letter  will ; he  relies  upon  your  do- 
ing every  thing  for  him  at  the  Hague  ; you  may  eafily  guefs  what 
hurry  he  will  be  in,  in  this  beginning  of  his  travels ; therefore  tie 
officious  about  him.  »«*#»»»*«««» 
I have  had  a letter  from  fir  Mathew  Decker,  full  of  your  praifes,, 
and  of  acknowledgements  for  your  civilities  to  him. 

I am  now  extremely  Inify  in  moving  to  my  new  houfe,  where  I 
mull  be  before  Michaelmas  next,  fo  that,  between  my  oklhoule  and 
my  new  one,  I has'e  really  no  houfe  at  all.  As  my  new  houfe 
is  fituated  among  a parcel  of  thieves  and  murtherers,  I fhall  have 
oc(  afion  for  a houfe  dog,  and  as  madame's  fon  and  heir,  (<?)  puts  you 
to  the  expence  of  board  wages,  it  may  be  a convenicncy  to  us  both, 
if  you  transfer  him  to  me  ; if  you  approve  of  this  projxifal,  U'rite 
to  your  gardener  (Horace  and  Boileau  both  wrote  to  theirs)  to  fend 
hhn  to  me ; anti  I will  take  care  that  by  your  return,  you  fhall 
have  a hopeful  fon  and  lieir  of  his  to  fuccecd  him. 

Pray,  give  or  fend  the  enclofed  to  fir  Mathew  Decker,  to 
whom  I do  nor  know  where  to  direift.  Tell  my  baron,  that  1 have 
received  his  Droii public  de  PEurope  (J>),  that  is,  the  firfl  volume  of  it. 
As  far  as  I have  gone  yet,  I like  it  mightily.  I hope  he  will  fend 
me  all  the  other  volumes.  I will  write  to  him  foon.  Good  night. 

Yours  mod  truly. 

(4)  A di^,  which  wa«  called^  baron  Trcnck,  from  a famous  captain  of  freebooters,  cm» 
ployed  in  the  fcrvicc  of 'the  queen  of  Hungary,  and  no  Icfs  diftinguiihed  by  hi.s  bravery  than  by 
nis  violences  excrcifed  upon  friends  and  foes,  for  which  he  was  called  loan  account,  and  con- 
detnneJ  to  a perpetual  corihnement. 

(^)  A very  good  book,  on  the  political  intercfls  and  claims  of  the  European  powers ; by  ablfd 
Mably. 
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LETTER  XXXin. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  June  24,  O.  S.  1748. 


DEAR  BAYROLLES, 

I Am  ver)’^  glut!  of  what  you  tell  me  has  pafled  between  you  and 
his  grace,  which,  together  with  the  trouble  and  expence  that  he 
has  put  you  to,  ties  him  down  at  lead  not  to  fuffer  you  to  be 
hurt.  **  » « » « «« 

Pray,  how  was  lady  Yarmouth  to  y'ou  ? I fuppofe  particularly 
eivil : fhe  has  promifed  me  to  do  you  all  the  fervice  that  flie  can ; 
but  that  indeed  is  not  much:  I wifh  her  power  were  equal  to  her 
good  will. 

Lord  Delawar  and  lord  Anfon  talk  of  nothing  here,  but  of  the 
delicacy  of  your  table,  your  manner  of  doing  the  honors  of  it,  &c. 
You  are  in  tlie  right  to  exert  upon  this  occaCon  ; but  take  care  how- 
••ver  not  to  run  in  debt ; for  times  of  bad  payment  may  come,  and 
in  that  cafe  a fmall  debt  would  foon  run  up  to  a great  one.  You 
will  laugh  at  my  preaching  oeconomy  to  you. 

The  mob  in  Holland,  I lee,  has  got  the  better,  and  abolilhed  the 
farms,  wliich  will  be  attended  with  many  inconveniencies  to  the  go- 
vernment, though  the  farms  were  attended  with  fome,  relatively  to 
the  people.  I fuppofe  that  the  fcheme  of  the  penfionary  Slingelandt 
will  be  now  taken  up,  and  it  is  undoubtedly  the  beft.  But  be  it 
ever  fo  good,  any  point,  however  right  in  itfelf,  when  extorted  by  the 
violence  of  the  mob,  is  a dangerous  precedent,  and  encourages  thofe 
gentlemen  to  further  demands,  which  at  lafl:  can  only  be  refufed  by 
regular  force.  And  I prophecy  that  you  will  fee,  before  you  leave 
the  Hague,  die  now-quieted  mob  in  motion  again  ujion  fome  other 
occafion. 

Baron  Trenck  arrived  this  morning,  and  feems  to  be  a very  civil 
gentleman ; your  gardener,  a man  of  gravity  and  dignity,  alTures 
me  that  his  tafte  for  mutton  has  left  him,  and  that  there  are  few 
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Sxirrey  gentlemen  fo  well  behaved  as  he  is,  which  I can  very 
eafily  believe. 

I cannot  tell  you  by  the  poll,  who  the  perfon  was,  whom  I 
hinted  at,  as  a candidate  for  the  embafly  to  the  Hague.  Lord 
HoldemeRe  is  the  perfon  ftrongly  folicited  for,  from  your  fide  of 
the  water.  Should  it  be  he,  I thinh.  he  would  chufe  to  live  well, 
with  you  ; but  fliould  it  be  the  otiier,  I would  be  bound  for  him, 
that  he  would  be  your  friend,  in  confideration  of  your  being  mine.. 

Yours  faithfully,. 


C_ 


LETTER  XXXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  July  a,  1748. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T O R D Pulteney  will  give  you  this  letter  : he  is  going  to  Leipfig 
^ for  fome  time,  and  will  not  llay  long  at  the  Hague  ; but  during, 
his  Hay  there,  you  will  oblige  me  in  obliging  him.  Pray  prefent 
him  to  the  [wince  and  princefs  of  Orange,  and  air  him  at  the  al- 
femblies.  • 

My  boy  goes  next  fpting  to  Turin  to  be  decrottey  which  I am  told! 
he  wants  a good  deal.  Sir  Charles  Williams  writes  me  word,  that 
he  is  very  handfome,  but  very  aukward,  has  a g^-eat  deal  of  know-- 
ledge,  but  no  manners.  II  faut  remedicr  a cela  a ‘tuririy  et  a Paris, 
apres  quoiyous  y mettrez  la  derniere  tnain(a).. 

I go  to  Cheltenham  to-morro\v  for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks,, 
not  for  any  prefent  want  of  health,  but  by  way  of  prefervative 
againlb  the  autumn,  when  I am  apt  to  have  fevers.  Good  night., 
Mademoifelle  » “ * does  not  love  you  better  than  I <lo. 

Yours, 

C, 

(a)  Tliu  mud  lx  incnd^  »l  T orlo  and  Puri",  and  you’d  pul  die  Unidimg  hand  to  iu . 
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LETTER  XXXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Clicitcahun,  July  i8, 0.  S,  1748. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

♦ I DO  not  fee  that  things  tend  to  quiet 

in  the  republic;  the  pe«)ple,  having  now  carried  one  point*,  will 
want  twenty  more,  of  which  the  ftadthouder  muft  refufe  at  leall 
nineteen.  This  ufe,  however  neceflary,  of  his  power,  will  exalperate 
thofe  who  gave  it  him;  and  the  confufion  which  muft  arife  from 
this  is  obvious.  I thank.  God»  I am  out  of  the  galley;  but  however 
I wilh  it  fair  weather,  and  a good  voyage.  I leave  this  place  in 
two  days  for  London.  I have  been  here  three  weeks,  and  find 
myfelf  much  the  better  for  the  waters.  In  about  a fortnight,  I 
fhall  go  for  a week  to  lord  Pembroke’s,  at  Wilton,  which  will  be 
my  laft  excurfion  for  this  year,  and  then  I fhall  fettle  in  my  new 
houfe,  under  the  protedlion  of  baron  Trenck.  I hope,  that  by  next 
fummer,  when  peace  fliall  have  taken  a certain  confiftcncy,  you  may 
get  leave  to  make  us  both  a vifit.  You  will  not,  I believe,  be-forry, 
and  upon  my  foul  I fhall  be  glad.  Good  night. 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  X3JXVI. 

TOTHESAME. 

^ • London,  Aug.  16, 0.  S.  174?, 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Received  your  laft,  while  I was  at  Wilton,  which  place  Pern  has- 
improved  fo  much  that  I hardly  knew  it  again.  It  is  now  in 
my  mind  the  fineft  feat  in  England.  I am  returned  to  a very  empty 

• The  abolition  of  all  the  taxes  farmctl  and  gathered  by  the  excife  officers  called  Pathitri. 

2 town, 
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town,  which  I can  bear  with  very  well ; for  if  I have  not  all  the 
company  that  1 could  like,  I am  at  lead  fecure  from  any  company 
that  I do  not  like,  whiclr  i$  not  the  pfe  of  any  pne  place  in  England 
but  London.  Befides,  I have  time  both  to  read  and  to  think ; the 
firft  1 like  ; the  latter,  I am  not,  ^as  too_  many  are,  afniid  of.  The 
reft  of  the  day  is  employed  in  riding,  and  fitting  up  my  houfe, 
which,  I alTure  you,  takes  a good  deal  of  time,  now  that  we  are  come 
to  the  minute  parts  of  finifhing  and  furniftiing. 

I am  very  glad  that  the  prince  of  Orange  Itas  carried  the  aftair  of 
<the  pjleries^f  at  Amfterdam  : it  is  a great  point  gained  for  the  public, 
as  that  revenue  muft  be  very  great,  and  much  gre.-iter  than  it  was 
ever  owned  to  be,  while  in  private  _ hands.  If  he  will  orily  pufti 
fuch  points  as  are  of  an  evident  national  utility,  he  will  carry  them 
all,  notwithftanding  the  private  or  public  oppofitipn  of  partiailar  iu- 
terefts.  Queen  Elizabeth  was,  in  this  free  country,  as  ablblute  as  the 
fultan  is  in  Turkey;  but  tlien  the  nation, was  convinced,  that  Ihe 
only  defired  and  exerted  that  pow'er,  for  the  public  good. 

I cannot  think  that  the  definitive  treaty  will  be  concluded  fo  foon 
as  we  were  told  it  would ; and  1 cannot  help  entertaining  certain 
' fufpicions,  from  the  queen  of  Hungary’s  condudl,  which  I w ill  not 
communicate  to  you  by  way  of  letter.  *»«»»** 
Pray  tell  my  baron,  that  1 have  received  his  pacquet  of  Ixwks,  by 
fignior  Martinelli,  and  that  I am  forry  that  I put  him  both  to  the  ex- 
pence and  trouble  of  fending  me  the  liiftory  of  the  wars  between  France 
and  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  which  is  an  execrable  one,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  friend  Rouflet’s  panegyric  of  it  in  his  preface. 


Yours  fincercly. 


Chesterfield. 


» Till  th!»  time,  tlie  niinagcment  and  direSron  of  the  port  office  were  in  th:  lands  of 
private  perfons,  who  had  the  tole  benefit  of  the  prohu  ariCng  from  them. 
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LETTER  XXXVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Sept,  i^O.  S.  1748. 

DEAR  DAYROLLESy 

T Received  very  fafe,  by  fir  Mathew  Decker,  your  long  letter  of  the 
33  Aug.  O.  S.  in  which  you  give  me  what  I had  long  defired, 
rbijloire  amoureuje  de  la  Haye.  As  I am  jjerfonally  acquainted  with 
molt  of  the  characters,  I am  convinced  that  all  the  faCls  are  true, 
and  I particularly  forefee  the  ruin  of  one  family,  from  the  ill  con- 
duct of  the  lady,  which  will  not  be  endured,  when  the  honey 
moon  is  over.  1 am  now  an  unconcerned  fpeClator  of  the  tranf- 
aCtions  of  the  gallant,  as  wdl  as  of  the  bufy,  part  of  the  w orld, 
the  fiiil  from  necelfity,  the  latter  from  choice  ; fo  that  I only  inform 
myfelf  of  them  for  my  amufement,  without  being  any  otherwife 
affected  by  them  than  as  a citizen  of  the  world.  As  fuch,  I am 
glad  that  the  horrors  and  devallations  of  war  are  now  fufpended ; 
but  as  fuch  too,  I am  forry  to  forefee  the  moment  of  their  revival 
fo  near,  as  I think  I do.  1 mean  the  death  of  the  king  of  Sweden. 
If  you  will  have  my  prophetic  politics,  here  they  arc.  I think  tliat 
the  queen  of  Hungary  has  made  all  thefc  difficulties  of  coming  into 
the  definitive  treaty,  not  in  tlie  expectation  of  fucceeding  in  any 
one  of  them,  but  only  with  the  intention  of  delaying  the  retiHu  of  the 
Ruffians,  and  of  forming  a plan  with  Ruffia,  and  poffibly  fame 
princes  of  the  empire,  for  the  recovery  of  Silefia.  Upon  this  fup- 
pofition,  I expect  that  Ihe  wiU  very  foon  come  into  the  definitive 
treaty,  in  order  to  be  able  to  employ  all  her  force  elfewbere.  The 
death  of  the  king  of  Sweden  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  be  the  fignal  of  this 
northern  war.  The  czarina  will  not  fuffer  the  jirince  fucceflbr  to 
fucceed  ; this  prince  fucceflbr  is  brother  in  law  to  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
who  has  lately,  in  conjunction  with  France,  guarantied  that  fucceffion 
to  him.  Reinforcements  of  Ruffians  are  marched  into  Finland; 
our  Ruffians  loiter  in  Germany  : to  me  the  conclufion  is  plain. 

I am 
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I am  glad  that  my  old  friend  Vanderduyn  • has  got  a penllon* 
but  I am  allonilhed  at  the  fize  of  it.  A thoufand  pounds  a year 
founds  like  an  Englilh  penfion  ; d'aWeurs,  he  has  a regiment  of 
guards  and  a government.  This  is  certain,  that  the  money  will 
not  Ragnate  in  my  general’s  ftrong  box,  but  circulate  very  quickly 
through  the  Hague.  A propos  of  the  quick  circulation  of  fpecies, 
it  is  hxed  that  lord  HoldcrneRe  is  to  be  our  ambalTador  to  the  re- 
public. Adieu  for  this  time,  you  fhall  hear  from  me  more  fully 
before  it  is  long. 

Yours  faithfully, 

■ Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  S«pt.  13,  O.  S.  1748. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T thank  you  for  your  promife  of  a fecond  tome  of  your  bijloire 
amoureufe,  when  an  occallon  lhall  prefent  itfelf ; for  upon  my 
word,  Petronius  nor  Bufly  {a)  could  not  write  a better  than  your 
firft.  The  winter,  which  will  alTemble  every  body  at  the  Hague, 
will  probably  furnifli  you  materials. 

Your  towns  and  provinces  feem  to  be  running  a race  to  the  goal 
of  llavery,  and  they  put  me  in  mind  of  the  nobles  and  commons  in 
Denmark,  who  in  the  laft  century  ftrove  which  Ihould  firft  get  rid 
of  their  liberties.  Your  Stadthouder  muft  have  great  fclf-denial,  or 


♦ Lieutenant  general  Vandcr  Doyn,  brother  to  Mr.  de  Sgravcn>ocr,  one  of  the  college  of 
nobles  in  the  province  of  Holland. 

ftfJThat  witty,  vain,  and  mod  indifcrect  count  wrote  a fatyrical  account  of  the  gallantries  of 
the  French  court,  in  the  time  of  IxCwis  XIV  ; in  which  having  taken  untiecoming  liberties  with 
regard  to  his  maftcr,  he  was  baniihed  at  a diiUncc  from  Farts,  and  remained  there  fevcral  years,  * 
notwitlidanding  his  cringing  andfervUc  eifort«,  to  recover  the  favour  of  the  fovereign. 

X X 2 


great 
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^eW  is  ribt'v^  fo6n  ai  alifolute  oV£*  the'  ftfveflJ  ph>- 

vlnccsj  as' litwis'jiVC  i^  i^  FrOToe'.  For  nty’ owt' part,  nrtf  btiNg> 
a'  DutdihiaH,'  a’nd' haviri^ho  thoxigHW'oF  living  ih’HoTlarid,'-  F hSWe^ 
no  objcdlibii  tb't’hiS  rtfc\v-cni<ft<?cl  defpbtifm,  wTilLii,-  foi*  alight  1 krtbW,- 
mav'  ihaltil  tlfifi  Fbveli’  prBvinces’  a bettet  barrier  for  ii§?  agalhft'  Frarit'^  ' 
than’  t'lic/  We're  licforb,"  ai' ah  al^olute  ^vernmenf  is  more' militai^' 
ahtl  gcnci^ffy  in  a tiittiii'  fVaie  of  defence,  than  a free  one.  0pJ- 
oh  this  pfthcipic,  were  I to  ciif  and'  Carve  out  Europe  to‘  rhy 
mind,  I would  add  the  other  ten  provinces  to  the  prefent  leveh)  ahW 
fo  revive  the  dutch  y, of  Burgundy  ? which,  I am  fure,  would  make  a 
better  barrier  againft  F'rance,  than  ever  thofe  ten  provinces,  in  the 
hands  of  the  hoUfe  6f  Auftria,  will  prove.  A propos  of  Auftria, 
the  conjedlures  which  I have  formed  thele  four  months,  and  which 
1 lately  hinted  to  you,  begin,  I think,  to  be  verified.  The  Ruffians 
flay  in  Germany,  which  is  the  firft  point ; they  will  certainly  fome 
how  or  other  be  juggled  Out  of  Our  pay  and  fervice,  which  is  the 
Iccond  point ; and  then  the  third  is  pretty  plain.  Ce  n'ejl  pas  mon 
affaire.  (That  is  none  of  my  bufinefs.)  Let  the  northern  bears  wor- 
ry each  other  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  the  gazettes  will  be  but  the 
more  entertaining,  and  amule  me  the  more  dans  mon  petit  boudoir 
which  (by  ^thc  way)  will  be  the  prctfieft  thing  you  ever  faw. 
Nothing  in  the  world  fo  gay.  11  /era  impofftble  Ay  bonder  ; Aailleurs, 
conme  vans  favez,  je  n'y  Juis  pas  naturellement  trap  porte.  (It  will 
he  impoffiblc  to  pout  in  it ; and  befitles,  you  know  I am  not  rriuch 
inclined  to  it).  ^ 

I have  f[)oke  to  Mr.  Pelham  about  yoiif  pay,  which  I believe 
will  be  ordered  very  foon. 

The  town  is  novv  fo  empty  that  I have  no  tittle-tattle  to  fetid  you. 
,Tlie  houfe  of  » * * comes  here  from  Ireland  next  rrtorith,  and 
then  I prefumc  that  your  friend,  who  by  this  time  has  got  the  full 
afeendant  over  her  hufband,  will  open  her  campaign  with  eclat ; 
though  thefe  are  very  bad  times  for  the  female  quality  and  gcntiy, 
it  being  the  great  faffiion  for  our  young  fellows,  not  only  to  deal 
with,  but  to  marry,  common  whores.  So  that  the  vuimarried  ladies 
can  get  no  hufbands,  and  the  married  ones  none  but  their  hufbands. 

Things 
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Things  go  to  the  full  as  well  as  I could  wi(h,  and  much  better 
than  r expeded  at  Leipfig  : we  » arc  abfolute  mailers  of  Latin, 
Greek,  French,  and  Gennan,  the  lall  of  which  we  ^^•rite  currently. 
We  have  le  droit  pubhc  de  tempire,  (the  public  law  of  the  empire,) 
hillnry  and  geography,,  ready,  fo  tliat  in  truth  now  we  only  want  rub- 
bing and  cleaning.  We  begin  for  that  puqwfe  with  Berlin  at  chrift- 
mas  next,  Vienna  at  lady-day,  and  the  academy  at  Turin  at  mid- 
fiimmer  fbr  a whole  year.  Then  to  Paris.  If  at  any  of  thefe  places 
it  Ihould  fall  in  your  way,  by  letter  or  verbal  recommendation,  to 
help  us,  I am  very  fure  that  you  will,  for  I never  doubt  of  any  ' 
marks  of  your  friendflup,  to  the  moll  faithful  of  your  friends, 

Chester  FiELD^ 


LETTER  XXXIX. 


CAth,  II,  o.  s.  174SL 

DEAR  DAVROLLES, 

T Received  your  letter  of  the  nth  N.  S.  juft  as  I was  fetting  out 
fbr  this  place.  I had  been  much  out  of  order  for  above  a 
month ; languors  and  vertigos  fucceeded  each  other,  the  latter  at- 
tended with  ficknefs  at  my  ftomach.  I underwent  the  dilcipline  of 
the  faculty  to  little  piwpofe,  who  at  laft,  pronouncing  that  the  feat 
and  Iburce  of  my  dil'order  was  my  ftomach,  fent  me  here.  I have 
already  received  advantage  from  thefe  waters,  though  I have  drank 
ttiem  but  four  days,  which  convinces  me  that  they  will  fet  me 
^uicc  right. 

I am  perfuaded  tliat  your  firft  fetting  out  at  the  Hague  muft 
have  put  you  behind-hand,  but  I hope  that  you  wiU  take  care  to 
retrieve  ; for  the  credit  of  living  a little  better  will  not  do  you  fo 
mucli  good,  a.s  contra<5ting  a confulerable  debt  will  do  you  harm. 
If  you  can  get  leave  to  come  here  for  three  or  foiu*  months,  when 
lord  HoldemclVc  fliall  be  fettled  at  the  Hague,  whitii  1 Ihould  think 
would  be  no  difficult  matter,  that  fufpeniion  of  your  expcnce  would, 
1 fuppofe,  go  near  to  fet  you  right.  But  in  the  mean  time,  llipuld 


you 


♦ Tills  alludes  to  Mr,  Philip  Stanhope,  who  was  then  at  Leipfig, 
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you  want  money,  draw  upon  me  fans  fagon,  for  I will  not  have 
you  run  in  debt  to  any  body  elfe,  and  you  and  I can,  I believe,  truft 
each  other. 

By  aU  I can  hear  now,  and  by  all  that  1 knew  before,  the  repub- 
lic is  fo  far  from  being  fettled,  that  I do  not  confider  it  as  a govern- 
ment or  a nation.  More  money  is  wanted  than  is  to  be  found,  and 
even  the  methods  of  colledting  what  is  there  to  be  found  will  not 
be  eafily  fixed.  The  people  will  not  have  paebters.  Colledlors, 
without  the  powers  of  the  paebters,  will  colledl  nothing,  and 
with  thofe  powers  they  become  paebters  themfelves,  in  the  moll 
odious  and  opprelTive  fenle  of  that  word.  The  prince  of  Orange  has 
got  more  jxjwer  than  by  the  conflitution  he  ought  to  have  ; and 
if  he  does  not  get  all  the  rell,  he  will  lofe  what . he  has  got. 
II  n'y  a point  de  milieu ; (there  is  no  medium ;)  power  mult  either  be 
conftitutional  or  unlimited.  Lofing  gamefters  will  not  leave  oflF,  while 
they  have  any  thing  left,  and  will  never  be  quiet  till  they  have  loll 
all.  When  Caefar  had  once  palled  the  Rubicon,  he  well  knew  that 
he  mull  be  Caefar  or  nothing.  And  tliis  is  now  the  prince's  cafe. 

I now  plainly  fee  the  prelude  to  the  pyrrick  dance  in  the  north, 
which  I have  long  foretold ; the  return  of  comte  Biron  and  the 
duke  of  Brunfwick  to  Peterlburg  announces  dellruflion  to  the 
Ilolllcin  family..  The  prince  fuccelTor  of  Sweden  will  be  the  firll 
inllance  of  it,  upon  the  death  of  that  king,  which  I take  to  be  very 
near.  The  next  will  be,  fetting  afide  the  imperial  prince  of  Rullia, 
and  declaring  little  czar  Iwan  the  fucceflbr.  In  thefe  tranfaiSlions, 
-the  king  of  Prullla  will  neceflarily  be  implicated,  which  has  all 
along  been  Pintention  de  Pauteur  ; that  is,  of  the  court  of  Vienna, 
which  abfolutely  governs  that  of  Peterlburg,  moyennant  fome 
pecuniary  alfillanGe  from  another  quarter.  But  be  all  this  as  it  will, 
my  boudoir  and  ray  library,  which  are  my  two  objedls,  will  be  never 
the  worfe  for  it.  And  I maintain  that  both  of  them  will  be,  in 
their  iliffcrent  kinds,  the  compleatell  things  in  England,  as  1 hope 
you  will  foon  have  ocular  proof  of. 

Baron  Schmithburg  was  not  arrived  when  1 left  London.  My 
compliments  to  my  baron,  to  whom  I will  write  very  foon.  Adieu ; 
vous  aime  veritablement. 

3 C. 

LET- 
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LETTER  XL. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Bath,  Nov.  4,0.  S.  1748. 

DEAR  DATROLLES, 

T Have  received  yovirs  of  the  5th,  N.  S.  and  am  glad  to  find,  that 
your  landed  efiate  pays  fo  well  as  to  make  up  the  arrears  of  the 
treafury.  As  loon  as  I go  to  town,  which  will  be  next  week,  1 
will  quicken  Mr.  Pelham  to  pay  his  debts;  but  tn  tout  cas  1 repeat 
it  again,  upon  any  emergency,  draw  upwn  me,  for,  upon  my  word, 
fuch  fums  as  you  can  want  will  be  no  inconvcniency  to  me  to  ad- 
vance. You  are  befides  very  refponfible,  whether  confidered  as  a 
money’d  or  as  a landed  man,  fo  that  if  you  fiiould  be  backward  in 
payment  1 Ihould  forthwith  feize  Henley  park. 

propos  of  money,  as  I believe  it  is  much  wanted  by  many  peo- 
ple, even  of  falhion,  both  in  Holland  and  Flanders,  I lliould  think 
it  very  likely  that  many  good  pidtures  of  Rubens,  Teniers,  and 
other  Flemilh  and  Dutch  malters,  may  be  picked  up  now  at  reafon- 
able  rates.  If  fo,  you  are  likely  to  hear  of  it  as  a virtuofo  ; and  if 
lb,  I Ihould  be  glad  to  profit  of  it,  as  an  humble  dilkttante.  I 
have  already,  as  you  know,  a moft  beautiful  landfcape  by  Rubens, 
and  a pretty  little  piece  of  Teniers  : but  if  you  could  meet  with  a 
large  capital  liiftory  or  allegorical  piece  of  Rubens,  with  the  figures 
as  big  as  the  life,  I would  go  pretty  deep  to  have  it,  as  alfo  for 
a large  and  capital  picture  of  Teniers.  But  as  I would  give  a gootl  deal 
for  them,  if  they  were  indifputably  eminent,  I would  not  give 
three  pence  for  themunlefs  they  were  fo.  I have  pretty  pidtures  enouglx 
already,  but  what  I want  to  complete  my  colledtion,  is  only  twu  or 
three  of  the  moft  eminent  mailers,  of  whom  I have  none  now.  I 
can  trull  entirely  to  your  tafte  and  Ikill,  fo  that  if  you  meet  with 
fuch  a tiling,  do  not  mils  it  for  fifty  pounds  more  or  Icfs. 
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The  pacqiiet  of  brocbiires,  and  liouriflicd  ruffles,  which  you  fent 
me  by  Hop,  waits  for  me  in  town.  I am  furc,  by  the  former, 
wiiich  you  fent  me,  I fhall  like  thefc  : je  m'en  Jie  a votre  bon  gout 
(I  trull  your  tafte).  I lliall  go  to  them  in  alwut  ten  days,  though,  I 
doubt,  not  quite  reilored  by  tlicfc  waters,  which  have  not  had  their 
ufual  effefts  ujx)n  me  tliis  fealbn.  My  vertigos  ftill  chicane  and 
tcaze  me,  though  not  quite  lb  fretpiently  as  formerly,  but  ftill 
enough  to  make  me  fear  j)airing  a languid,  and  uncomfortable 
winter.  Patience  ; I might  have  more  painful  complaints,  and  I 
will  comfort  myfelf  by  the  comparifon. 

I have  fome  reafons  to  believe,  that,  what  my  baron  mentioned 
to  me  of  a new  fucceflbr  to  Sweden,  is  by  no  means  groundlefs.  I 
am  Very  forty  for  it,  as  I think  it  can  only  be  attended  with  very 
ill  confequcnccs  for  this  country. 

1 look  upon  your  republic  as  a chaos,  in  the  fituation,  wiiich  it  is 
now  in ; fome  order  may  fpring  from  it,  but  as  yet,  God  knows 
what.  The  antient  government  certainly  does  not  exift,  and  I fee 
no  new  one  cftabliftied  in  its  fteatl.  Abjc(ft  court,  it  is  true,  is 
made  to  the  prince  of  Orange,  from  fear  on  one  hand,  and  hopes  on 
the  other ; but  ftill,  while  he  has  more  ixnver  than  he  fliould  have 
for  the  late  fonn  of  government,  and  yet  lefs  than  is  neceflTary  to 
carry  on  any  other,  it  is  no  government  at  all.  This  was  the  great 
difticulty,  under  which  Cromwell,  one  of  the  ableft  men  in  the  w'orld, 
laboured,  and  which  he  was  fcnfible  of,  when  he  wanted  to  be  de- 
clared king ; for  he  was  ajxive  minding  the  title.  But  he  knew, 
•that  his  government  wanted  that  form  and  confiftcncy,  wliich  were 
neceflary  for  its  efre<ft:  and  authority. 

The  jieace  is,  ujxin  the  whole,  better  than  coidd  have  been  exi')ccl- 
cd,  from  the  circuraftances  and  hurry  in  wdiicli  it  was  made.  * 

1 fear  you  will  not  get  a furUxi  this  winter,  for  I do  not  find  that 
lord  Holdcrneflc  is  yet  making  any  preparations  for  his  embafty. 
Bon  foir,  aimons-nous  toujours.  (Good  night,  let  us  love  each  other 
for  ever.) 


LET- 
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LETTER  XLI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


i 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


Xxmdon,  Dec.  6,  O.  S.  174^. 


T)  Y the  death  of  poor  John,  you  have  loft  a true  friend,  and  I a 
moft  :iffe<ftionate  brother  and  friend  into  the  bargain.  The 
gout  fell  upon  his  lx)wels  and  head,  and  threw  liini  into  the  convul- 
ftons,  of  which  he  died. 

I acknowledge  now  your  laft  of  the  6th,  N.  S.  together  with  your 
former  letters,  which  my  brother’s  illnefs,  and  a hurry  of  other 
affairs,  hindered  me  from  anfwering  fooner.  * *»»»*** 

The  prices  of  Van-Huyfen’s  flower-pieces,  notsvithftanding  the 
fcarcity  of  money  in  Holland,  is  owing  only  to  that  local  phrenzy, 
which  always  prevails  in  Holland,  for  fomc  pretty  trifling  objedt : 
tulips,  hyacinths,  and  pigeons,  have  all  had  their  days,  and  now 
Van-Huyfen  has  his.  But  while  thefe  high-finilhed  finical  pieces 
bear  fuch  high  prices,  the  bold  and  mafterly  pieces  of  the  laft 
and  the  foregoing  century  are  flighted,  and  more  likely  to  come 
reafonably.  Do  not,  by  any  means,  fuffer  that  capital  pidture  of 
Rubens,  which  you  fay  is  to  be  fold  at  Bruflels,  to  flip  through  your 
hands,  by  the  delay  of  fending  me  a drawing  of  k,  if  you  can  but  be 
fure  that  it  is  an  original,  and  not  damaged.  Wherefore,  upon  the 
two  conditions  of  its  being  an  undoubted  original  and  not  damaged, 
buy  it  me  as  foon  as  you  can,  or  fome  other  body  may  Itep  in 
between; 

Captain  Irwin*,  whom  I believe  you  know,  fon  to  the  old  gene- 
ral, goes  by  the  next  packet-boat  to  Holland ; he  has  got  a furloe 
from  his  father  for  a year,  during  which  time,  he  intends  to  fee  as 
much  as  he  can  abroad.  I think  liim  a good  pretty  young  fellow  ; 
and  confidering  that  he  has  never  been  yet  out  of  his  native  counlr)'', 
much  more  prejevtabk  than  one  could  cxpcdl.  Pray,  carry  him  to 


* Now  lieutenant  general  and  conmiamler  in  chief  of  his  i7iaTcny*i>  forces  in  IrcUnd. 

V o u II.  V y ^ co\irt, 
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court,  and  into  fome  companies,  where  I think  you  will  not  be  afliam- 
ed  of  him,  which  will  feldom  be  your  cafe  witli  my  country- 
men. I promifed  him  that  I would  recommend  him  to  you.  Adieu, 
mon  cher  enfant,  I am  fo  hurried  by  lawers,  apprailers,  and  creditors, 
that  1 can  fay  no  more  now. 

C. 


P.  S.  A propos,  do  not  mention  to  any  body,  that  the  picture  is 
for  me,  or  what  it  may  coft. 


LETTER  XLII. 


TO  THE  S.'^ME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  Dec.  13,  O.  S.  1748. 


AyT  Y former  was  almoft  an  anfwer,  before-hand,  to  your  laft 
letter,  which  1 received  the  day  after  I had  wrote  mine ; I 
mean,  with  regard  to  the  Rubens,  which  I deCred  you  not  to  let  (lip. 
But  I am  now  more  confirmed  in  that  opinion,  by  the  drawing, 
which  you  font  me,  and  by  the  allurances  that  you  give  me  of  the 
piiRure’s  being  a capital  one,  and  in  high  prefcrvation.  Therefore, 
feau"e  it  as  cheap  as  you  cair ; the  fubjedl,  as  you  obferve,  might 
have  been  a more  pleating  one,  but  this  admits  of  great  ex- 
pretfion. 

The  family  piece,  which  you  mention  by  Vandyke,  I would 
not  give  fix  (hillings  for,  unlefs  1 had  the  honor  of  being  of  fir 
Melchior's  family.  The  fcveral  iwrtraits  are,  I dare  fay,  finely 
painted  ; but  then  where  is  the  a<5Hon,  where  the  cxprcllion  ? The 
gixxl  man  and  his  wife  generally  fit  ferenc  in  a a>uple  of  e.ify  chairs, 
furroundal  by  five  or  fix  of  their  children,  infignificantly  motionlefs 
in  the  prcfencc  of  pappa  and  mamma.  And  the  whole  family  teem 
as  intipid,  and  weary,  as  when  they  are  really  together.  Their 
likcneflCT  may  indeed  be  valuable  to  their  own  pofterity,  but  in  my 
> 5 mind 
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mind  to  nobody  elfc.  Titian  has  done  more  Ikilfully  in  his  fine 
pidture  of  the  Cornaro  family,  which  he  has  put  in  adlion. 

The  Venus  and  Adonis  of  Vandyke,  of  which  you  likewife 
fent  me  the  tlrawing,  I do  not  c;ux:  for,  as  it  is  a fuhjedf  already 
rebattu  by  ftill  greater  maftcrs,  and  in  my  mind  better,  as  far  as  I 
can  judge  by  the  drawing  ; for  Adonis,  when  he  te.ars  himfelf  away 
from  Venus,  feems  fierce  and  angry,  which  I fee  no  occafion  for. 
He  is  determined,  indeed,  to  leave  her  for  his  field  f[x>rts,  but  Ihmild, 
in  my  opinion,  foften  the  ruilenefs  by  all  ixjfliblc  complaifance  in 
his  words  and  looks. 

So  much  for  virtii,  which,  when  I fliall  have  bought  this  ijidlurc, 

1 have  done  with,  unlefs  a very  capital  Teniers  fliould  come  in  your 
way.  You  will  draw  upon  me  for  the  money  as  foon  as  ever 
you  ])leafe.  * * 

Could  you  fend  me,  in  fome  of  your  letters,  fome  feed  of  the  right 
cantcloupe  melons?  I Ihould  not  know'  what  to  do  wdth  more  than, 
a dozen  or  at  moft  twenty  of  them,  fo  that  all  the  feed  I fliall  want 
will  neither  increafe  the  bulk  or  weight  of  a letter.  The  cantc- 
loupes  are,  in  my  opinion,  tlie  bell  fort  of  melon;  at  leaft  they  always, 
fuccccd  bell  here.  It  is  for  Blackheath,  that  I w'ant  if,  w'here  you 
can  eafily  judge  that  my  melon  ground  is  moft  exceedingly  fmall.  I 
am  obliged  to  keep  that  place  for  feven  years,  my  jxxir  brother’s-, 
leafe  being  for  that  time ; and  I doubt  I could  not  part  w-ith  it  but 
to  very  great  lofs,  confidering  the  fums  of  money,  that  he  had  laidj 
out  uixinit.  For  other  wife,  1 own  that  I like  the  country  up,  much 
better  than  down,  the  liver.  , 

As  1 promifed  to  fend  captain  Irwin  a couple  of  letters  to  the 
Hague,  for  Paris,  I muft  put  you  to  the  expence  of  inclofing  them 
to  you,  and  to  the  trouble  of  giving  them  to  him,  not  know  ing  how- 
to direct  them  for  him. 

Vours  faithfully, 

C. 


Yya 


LET- 
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LETTER  XLIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Dec.  23,  O.  S.  174I. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Have  received  yours,  with  the  inclofed  drawing  of  the  Vandyke, 
which  muft  certainly  be  a very  fine  one,  if  the  execution,  as 
doubtlefs  it  is,  be  anfwerable  to  the  difpofition  : but  however,  I con- 
tinue my  negative  to  it,  for  the  reafons  which  I gave  you  before, 
the  price,  and  that  it  is  a ix>rtrait,  howe\-er  fine  a one.  The 
Rubens,  of  which  I have  a great  notion,  muft  and  fliall,  for  a time 
at  leaft,  con  tent  me,  unlefs  I ftrain  a little  for  the  Teniers,  which 
you  hint  at,  which,  if  it  be  a capital  one,  I will ; and  then  have 
done.  My  great  room  will  be  as  full  of  pidhires  as  it  ought  to  be ; 
and  ail  capital  ones. 

1 gave  you  by  my  laft  ktter  a very  unneceftary  trouble,  whidi  I 
now  retraft.  1 had  forgot  that  you  had  fome  time  ago  ftocked  me 
with  excellent  canteloupe  melon  feed,  which  I have  fince  remem- 
bere<l  and  found,  and  given  to  my  gardener  to  low  at  the  proper 
feafon.  I hope  to  give  you  Ibme  of  them  in  perfedtion  next  fum- 
mer ; for  I do  not  flatter  myfelf  with  the  Impes  of  feeing  you  here 
before  that  time. 

Adieu,  dear  Dayrolles.  I am  hurried  by  a complication  of  moft 
difagreeable  affairs  (a),  but  always, 

Yours, 

C 

(tf)  On  acecum  of  his  brother  John,  lately  dead. 
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LETTER  XLIV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAVROLLES, 


Loodon,  Dec.  27,  O.  S.  174!. 


T Received  tliis  morning  your  letter  of  the  3 Jan.  N.  S.  with  the 

two  parcels  of  melon  feed,  which,  as  I told  you  in  my.laft,  I 
might  have  faved  you  the  trouble  of  fending  me,  if  1 had  but  remem- 
bered how  plentifully  you  had  fupplied  me  before;  but  fince  I have 
fo  carelefsly  put  you  to  that  trouble,  all  I can  now  do,  is  to  have  it 
lowed  the  lateft,  fo  that  you  may  be  fure  to  tafte  the  fruits  of  if, 
when  you  lhall  be  here,  which  1 do  not  expe<R  will  be  till  autiunn. 
A new  minifter  will  not,  before  that  time,  be  well  fettled  at  the 
Hague  ; and  till  then  you  will  not,  nor  fhould  I wilh  you  to,  leave 

As  to  my  Rubens,  for  I now  call  it  mine,  you  have  ailed 
with  yoiur  ufual  prudence  and  ceconomy.  But  if  it  turns  out  fuch 
as  it  is  reprefented  to  you,  I do  not  cxpeil  that  you  will  get  any 
confiderable  abatement  of  the  firft  price.  As  to  the  method  of  get- 
ting it  over  fafe  here,  1 refer  myfelf  to  your  abilities ; many  officers 
baggage  will  be  coming,  Ligonier’s  efpecially,  into  which  you  may 
poflibly  thrull  it.  Draw  upon  me,  in  an  amicable  way  I mean,  how 
and  when  you  pleafe,  for  I do  not  take  your  finances  to  be  in  a fitua- 
tion  to  allow  long  and  large  advances. 

Your  l.eipfig  acquaintance  is  fetting  out  for  Berlin.  He  has  ap- 
plied himfelf  extremely,  and  with  great  fuccefs,  at  Leipfig,  having 
made  himfelf  perfe<ft  mailer,  as  1 am  aflured  by  liia  mailer,  of 
Greek,  Latin,  the  laws  of  nations  and  of  the  empire,  and  of  the 
German  language  to  bout,  which,  by  the  way,  he  writes  as  well  as 
any  German  1 ever  knew.  1 am  therefore  no  longer  in  the  leail 
pain  about  the  learning  part,  of  which  he  has  now  got  filch  a 
llock,  that  he  wiU  have  a pleafure,  inilcad  of  a toil,  in  improving  k. 
All  that  he  wants  now,  is  Us  Graces,  in  purfuit  of  which  he  goes  as 
foon  as  the  roads  will  permit,  from  Berlin  to  T urin,  there  to  reo)^ 

6 for 
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for  at  leaft  a year  ; I know  no  court  that  fends  out  at  leaft,  ties  ^ens 
plus  delies.  I do  not  kuow  what  thofe  may  be,  "whom  they  keep  at 
home,  but  by  the  famplcs  I judge  well  of  them. 

The  prince  of  Wales  will,  1 believe,  buy  Vandyke’s  fir  Melchior 
and  comiKiny.  I have  given  him  the  drawing  you  fent  me,  and 
Mr.  Laurenzy  is  wrote  to  by  this  port  to  fj^eak  to  you  about  it. 

Yours  very  fincercly. 

Chesterfield. 


L E T E R XLV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  D A Y R O L L E S, 


London,  Jan.  20,  O.  5.  I749< 


T AST  jxDft  brought  me  yours  of  the  24th,  K.  S.  My  old  difor- 
^ der  in  my  head,  which  has  of  late  plagued  me,  hindered  me 
from  acknowledging  your  two  former  letters.  I am  now  much  better, 
thanks  to  a good  blifter,  which  I clajipcd  upon  my  head,  on  the  part 
offending. 

Since  the  Rubens  is  fecured,  I am  in  no  hade  to  receive  it,  for  1 
could  not  hang  it  up  yet,  its  place  not  being  ready.  The  way  you 
mention  of  fending  it  by  the  {loop  is,  I think,  the  heft,  and  pray 
let  it  be  direiRed  to  Mr.  Hotham,  one  of  the  commiffioners  of  the 
caiftoms,  who  will  t;ike  care  of  it,  and  pay  the  duty  for  me.  You 
will  take  care  to  have  it  fo  fafely  packed  up,  that  it  may  receive 
no  damage  en  cbemin  faifant. 

I am  glad  that  I have  prevailed  with  my  baron  to  return  to 
his  old  houfe,  for  the  firft  warm  weather  muft  have  fuftbeated  him 
where  he  now  is.  If  he  efcapes  dying  of  the  firft  fright,  when 
he  goes  back,  all  the  reft  will  go  very  well,  and  go  juft  as  it  ule<l 
to  do. 

• ■ I am 
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I am  rejoicetl  to  hear  that  I fliall  have  another  tome  of  the  bijloire 
amoureufe,  for  now  that,  thank  Gocl,  I have  no  bufinefs,  that  kind 
of  reading  amiifcs  me.  The  bijloire  politique  of  the  united  pro- 
vinces would  at  prefent  be  but  a gloomy  one.  I lee  no  government 
there  at  all ; but  I fee  power  without  authority,  and  expcnce 
without  the  iwlfible  means  of  lupplies.  The  prince  of  Orange 
wants  a Sully.  The  redudiion  of  the  trcxjj^s  will  be  a dedfivc  point : 
if  it  is  a confiderable  one,  the  prince  of  Orange  is  nobody,  and  if  it 
is  nor,  the  republic  is  undone.  ««»»»«*»<>«» 
My  houfe  and  garden  employ  both  my  thoughts  and  my  time.  I 
am  at  work  about  them  all  day,  and  lhall  take  jx)lleHion  of  them 
in  about  a month  ; there  I Hiall  be  impatient  to  fee  you,  and  there 
I believe  you  will  not  be  forry  to  fee, 

Yours,. 

C H E S T E R F I E L Ef. 


LETTER  XLVI. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


London^  Feb.  3,  O.  S.  1749^ 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Have  honored  your  bill  as  they  call  it,  but  properly  fpeaking  E 
-*■  have  done  better,  for  I have  paid  it.  I think  you  have  brought 
me  t)ff  very  cheaply,  and  lb  much  fo  that  I fliall  not  own  it,  when 
I 11  lew  the  pidlurc,  but  intimate  a much  higher  price,  for  you 
virtuofoSy  I know,  often  take  the  price  into  your  confideration,  in 
forming  your  judgments  as  to  the  value  of  a thing.  I lincerely 
forgive  you  the  three  florins,  which  your  curiofity  cofts  me,  and 
will  never  demand  tliat  fum  of  either  you  or  your  heirs,  adminillra- 
tors,  or  alfigns.  Befides  that  I really  think,  that  a gratification  of 
three  florins  is  by  no  means  imrcafonablc  for  the  trouble  you  have 

been 
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been  at.  I can  tell  you  by  the  way,  that  when  my  pictures,  bron- 
zes, and  marbles  Ihall  come  to  be  properly  placed,  as  they  will  be  in 
my  new  houfe,  the  collection  will  not  apjiear  a contemptible 
one.  There  will  be  nothing,  that  is  not  excellent  of  the  kind.  I hope 
you  will  be  here  time  enough  to  dirodt  me  in  the  arrangement ; for 
lord  Holdemeffe  is  now  preparing  in  good  earnelt  for  his  embafly, 
and  talks  of  going  foon,  that  is,  in  two  or  three  months.  He  has 
appointed  parfon  Tindal,  who  tranflated  Rapin,  and  well,  to  be 
both  his  chaplain  and  his  fecretary  ; he  goes  firil,  as  1 hear,  without 
madame,  who  is  to  follow  him  fome  time  afterwards.  But  though, 
as  you  will  eafily  believe,  I am  impatient  to  fee  you,  I would  not 
advife  you  to  afk  leave  to  come  over  immediately  upon  his  arrival, 
but  .to  Ifay  a couple  of  months  at  leaft  after  it.  • 

■I  had  a letter  the  other  day  from  my  baron,  by  which  he  feems 
ito  be  pretty  well  comforted,  and  to  thirft  again  for  pamphlets,  of 
which  I have  fent  him  a frefli  cargo.  Pray  when  you  fee  I'ami  (a), 
make  him  my  compliments,  and  allure  him  of  my  eftcem  and  friend- 
lliip.  I fuppofe  qu'il  n'eji  pas  quejiion  de  lui  a la  cour.  As  for  your  re- 
public, it  is  undone,  and  I think  of  it  no  more.  Conclamatum  eft. 


L E T'T  E R XLVU. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Feb*  O.  S*  17491 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

I ' H E pi£hirc  is  arrived,  and  is,  in  my  mind,  the  beft  I ever 
faw  of  Rubens  ; but  as  yet  1 have  only  my  osvn  opinion  for  it, 
as  1 have  not  Ihewn  it,  nor  wiU  not,  till  it  is  in  perfeft  order.  A 
little  of  the  vamilh,  in  fome  immaterial  parts,  was  rubbed  off  in 
the  carriage,  but  the  painting  not  the  leaft  damaged.  1 have  giv- 
en it  to  Anderfon,  who  is  a very  fafe  man,  to  take  off  that  cruft  of 
vamiftv,  with  which  they  are  fo  apt  to  load  their  pidlures  in  Flan- 
ders and  Holland ; and  when  tliis  pidture  Ihall  be  delivered  of  it,  it 

f «)  I believe  Mr.  Duncan,  favourite  to  the  prince,  before  his  elevation  to  the  Stadthoutlerfhip, 
and  employed  in  London,  to  fettle  the  articles  of  bis  manitge  with  the  prmeds  ttsyal.  He  nas 
lord  Clicllcrfidd’s  moll  particular  friend, 

will 
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will  be  quite  another  thing.  The  figure  of  the  virgin  is  the  moft 
graceful  and  beautiful  that  I ever  faw,  and  not  fo  Flemifli-built  as 
moft  of  liis  women  are.  In  Ihort,  the  whole  is  excellent.  The 
fr^ic,  though  not  a fafhionable  is  a handfome  one,  and  ftiall, 
with  the  addition  that  I will  make  to  it,  be  a fine  one.  I do  not 
diftike  fomething  a little  antique  in  tlie  frame  of  an  old  piAures 
providetl  it  be  rich,  I think  it  is  more  refpe£lable.  As  foon  as  the 
fupreme  connoifleurs  fhall  have  fat  upon  it,  I will  let  you  know 
their  verdi(£l,  not  that  for  my  own  part  I lhall  care  two-pence  about 
it,  for  I diftruft  the  fkill  of  moft,  and  the  truth  of  all,  of  them. 
They  pronounce  according  to  the  pidhires,  that  they  either  have  or 
have  not,  or  that  they  want  to  buy  or  fell  of  the  fame  hand. 
You  are  an  excellent  commijjionaire,  and  my  moft  dutiful  thanks 
attend  you  for  your  care  and  trouble. 

Pray  do  not  let  your  maladie  du  pats  hurry  you  into  any  itourde^ 

yjg^  «*»«««««»««'«•*««* 

Pray  tell  my  baron  that  I took  particular  care  to  fend  him  the 
Enquiry  into  the  condudJ  and  prinfiples  of  the  two  brothers,  fo  that  it 
mull  necelTarily  have  been  taken  out  of  the  pacquet,  Poffibly  tliey 
have  no  mind  that  it  Ihould  be  difperfed  abroad.  I will  fend  it 
him  again  the  firft  opportunity. 

Adieu.  Yours  faithfully, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XLVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME, 

London,  M^rch  9,  0. 8.  17491 

DEAR  DATROLLES, 

« » « « UPON  my  Ibul  I long  to  fee  you,  far  two  reafons, 

which  I have  not  for  longing  to  fee  many  people ; they  arc,  that  I 
love  you,  and  that  I know  you  love  me.  I fliall  keep  a little  room 
for  you  at  Blackheath,  where  1 wiU  refrelh  you  with  the  heft 
ananas  and  melons  in  England. 

' VoL.  II,  Zz  Pray 


• Coogle 
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Pray  tell  monfieur  Slingelandt  that  I have  ijxjkc  to  Rutter  about 
the  horl'e  in  queftion,  and  the  better  to  know  whether  he  was 
gentle  enough  for  him,  I alked  him  whether  he  was  enough  fo  for 
me ; to  which  Rutter  could  not  anfwer  in  the  affirmative,  fo  that 
I bid  him  not  fend  him.  I take  it  for  granted  that  monfieur 
Slingelandt,  who  is  a civil  quiet  gentleman  as  well  as  myfelf,  chufes, 
as  I do,  a horfe  like  jiere  Canaye’s  qualem  me  decet  ejfe  manfmtum{a\ 
which  ferene  kind  of  beaft  is  ftill  more  neceffary  in  Holland,  in 
the  midft  of  canals  and  windmills,  than  here.  » • » » » 

. Ban  fair,  ttton  ami. 


LETTER  XLIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DATROLLES, 


LonJofiy  March  3f»  O*  S.  1749s- 
Hutcl  Clicfterficld. 


* » * ICAN  tell  you  nothing,-  with  any  degree  of  cer- 

tainty, of  the  fquabbles  among  our  minifters.  That  there  are  fome 
is  undoubtedly  true ; but  then,  in  the  reports,  they  are  either  mag- 
nified or  Icflened,  acconling  to  the  willies  or  the  interefts  of  the 
rejiorters.  Their  two  graces  are  evidently  very  ill  together,  which 
I long  ago  knew,  and  laid  could  not  fail. 

I am  got  into  my  new  houfe,  from  wlience  I ffiaU  be  a-  mod 
uiKonccrned  fjieclator.  1 have  yet  fmilhcd  nothing  but  my  boudoir 
and  my  library  ; the  former  is  the  gaycll  and  molt  chearful  room  in 
l^tigland,  the  latter  the  beft.  My  garden  is  now  turfed,  planted, 
and  fow  n,  and  will,  in  two  months  more,  make  a feene  of  verdure 
and  liowei-s,  not  common  in  London. 

Andcrfon  has  relioretl  the  Rubens  perfeilly  well,  by  taking  off 
that  damned  varnilli,  with  which  it  was  loaded,  and  fetching  out 


(a)S:c  S.  Evremon<l'«  mo-l  ingenious  piece  iotitleil ; Ctnvrrfaliim  Ju  maricbal  flliquiniHirt 
XU  U fin  Canaji,. 

the 
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the  original  painting.  The  connoiffeurs  have  fat  upon  it,  and,  what 
is  extraordinary,  are  unanimous  in  declaring  it  one  of  the  belt  in 
England.  Many  have  guefled  it  at,^.  800,  none  lefs  than  £.  %oo. 
Je  les  laijfe  dire,  et  je  ne  dis  rkn\  (I  let  them  fjx;ak,  and  lay  no- 
thing). • 

I do  not  care  for  the  Teniers  you  mention  ; both  my  pidlurc- 
rooms  being  completely  filled,  the  great  one  with  capital  pictures, 
the  cabinet  \sdth  bijoux.  So  that  I will  buy  no  more,  till  I hapjjen 
to  meet  \rith  fomc  very  capital  ones  of  fome  of  the  molt  eminent 
old  Italian  mailers,  fuch  as  Raphael,  Guido,  Corregio,  &c.  and  in 
that  cafe  I would  make  an  eftbrt.  ; 

I will  look  out  for  a horfe  lit  for  Mr.  Slingelamlt,  of  which  I 
think  I am  a better  judge  than  a better  hoiieman.  You  may  tell 
him  I fliall  not  much  regard  the  beauty  of  it,  but  the  intrinfic 
merit.  I defire  he  Ihould  be  fafe,  for  1 love  him  both  upon  his 
own  account  and  his  father’s. 

I agree  with  you  that  my  baron,  far  from  travelling  into  other 
countries,  will  never  more  fee  his  own,  or  put  on  a coat.  He  will 
think  that  he  has  efcaped  infedlion  lb  providentially  now,  that  I 
am  apt  to  think  he  will  endeavour  to  trvift  providence  no  more. 

Yours  molt  fincerely, 

C, 


LETTER  L. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  April  4,  O.  S.  i 749. 

DEAR  DAVROLLKS, 

C I N C E my  lall  to  you,  I have  received  your  two  letters  of  the 
^ 8th.  and  i ith.  N.  S.  together  with  the  pamphlet  in  Dutch, 
which  you  fent  me  by  general  Elliot,  who  delivered  it  to  me  very 
fafe.  It  has  made  me  rub  up  my  almoft  forgotten  Dutch,  and  I 
think  I underftand  the  meaning  of  it  perfcdtly.  It  is  extremely 
well  written,  and  I dare  fay  the  fails  are  all  as  true,  as  the  realbn* 
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ings  upon  them  are  juft.  It  coincides  with,  and  conftnn^  all  the 
notions  I had  fanned  in  the  prelent  ftaw  of  affairs  in  the  republic. 
I Ihould  be  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  inform  me,  who  is  either 
the  real,  or  fuppofed,  author  of  it.  Whoever  he  is,  he  is  well 
informed.  I am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for  fending  it  me  ; I 
have  laid  it  by  carefully,  with  my  own  prediiftions  of  general  bank- 
ruptcy and  confulion,  ss  liich  I fear  a httle  time  more  will  accmnjftiih. 

General  Elliot  cjl  u a degourdi,  et  du  bon  ton.  I have  not  fcen 
any  Englifftman  more  regenerated  by  being  abroad  than  he  is.  I 
met  him  at  Hop’s  before  1 knew  who  he  was,  and  I was  aftonifhed 
to  find  a man,  who  fpokc  Englifli  lb  well,  behave  himfelf  lb  well. 

I differ  with  you  in  opinion  about  the  king  of  Pruffia’s  two  very 
different  letters  to  the  two  poets  ; for  1 am  perfuaded  that  they 
are  both  genuine.  Should  the  two  poets  happen  to  compare  notes, 
fuch  is  human  vanity,  and  ftill  more  fuch  is  poetical  vanity,  that 
each  would  be  convinced  that  the  other  was  the  dupe,  and  himfelf 
his  majefty’s  moft  favoured  poet.  S’U  fait  ben  battre  let  glorieux.,  il 
fait  aujfi  bon  Us  tromper  (a).  In  the  firft  cafe  they  do  not  ccnnplain, 
in  the  fecond  they  do  not  even  lee. 

Yours  moft  affe<fUonately, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Loiukn,  April  35,  O.  S.  1749. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Am  now  three  letters  in  your  debt,  which  I would  have  paid 
-*■  more  punctually,  if  I had  any  tolerable  current  fpecies.to  have 
paid  you  in  : but  1 have  nothing  but  farthings  to  offer,  and  moft  of 

* Lieutenant  general  in  the  Dutch  fenrice. 

An  illu&on  toa  Fiench  proverb;  amounting  to  thii,  tbn  min  mm  u/iO  ifualtj  iiar  itixg 
smJ  (Utiivida 
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them  too  cwunterfeit,  for,  being,  thank  God,  no  longer  concerned 
in  the  coinage,  I caianot  anfwer  for  the  weight  of  the  coin.  I hear, 
as  every  body  does,  more  lies  than  truth,  and  ara  not  in  a fituation 
of  knowing  which  is  which.  » 

However  disjointedly  bufinefs  may  go  on,  pleafures,  I can  alTure 
you,  go  roundly.  To-morrow,  there  is  to  be,  at  Ranelagh  garxlen, 
a mafquerade  in  the  Venetian  manner.  It  is  to  begin  at  three  o’ 
clock  hi  the  afternoon  ; the  feveral  loges  are  to  be  Ihops  for  toys, 
limonades,  glaces,  and  other  raffraicbijfemens.  The  next  day  come 
the  fire-works,  at  which  hundreds  of  people  will  certainly  lofe  their 
lives  or  their  limbs,  from  the  tumbling  of  fcaffolds,  tlie  fall  of 
rockets,  and  other  accidents  infeparable  from  fuch  crowds.  In 
order  to  repair  this  lofs  tg  fociety,  there  11111  be  a fubfeription- 
mafquerade  on  the  Monday  following,  which,  upon  calculation,  it  is 
thought,  will  be  the  occafion  of  getting  about  the  fame  number  of 
people,  as  were  deftroyed  at  the  fire-works. 

1 hear  nothing  yet  of  lord  Holdemefle’s  going  to  Holland,  and 
therefore  do  not  alk  you  when  I may  hope  to  fee  you  here,  for  1 
fuppofe  that  his  arrival  muft  be  previous  to  your  departure  ; more- 
over I am  told  that  you  are  fo  bufy  in  moving  from  one  houfe  to 
another,  that  you  could  not  yet  move  from  one  country  to  another. 
Where  is  your  new  dwelling  at  the  Hague  ? 

I am  glad  to  hear  that  madame  de  Berkenroodt  goes  ambalTadrefs 
to  Paris ; fhe  will  pafs  her  time  well  there,  and  flie  deferves  it. 
Pray  make  her  my  compliments  of  congratulation,  and  tell  her  that 
I am  ftrongly  tempted  to  pay  my  refpedls  to  her  at  Paris  myfelf ; 
but  that,  if  I cannot,  1 will  at  leaft  do  it  by  proxy  this  winter 
twelvemonth,  and  fend  her  an'ambaffador  about  forty  years  younger, 
and  confequently  fcMty  times  better  than  myfelf. . My  boy  will 
then  be  at  Paris ; he  is  now  at  Venice,  goes  to  Turin  till  November, 
and  then  to  Rome  till  the  Odlober  following,  when  1 Ihall  emanci- 
pate him  at  Paris.  1 hear  fo  well  of  him  from  all  quarters,  that 
1 think  he  will  do.  Aditu.,  portez-vous  biertf  et  aimez  mot  toujmrs. 
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LETTER  1.1 1. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  May  4,  O.  $•  1749. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

* «t  » e « THE  Icramble  for  jxjwer  in  your  court,  and 
in  your  republic,  puts  me  in  mind  of  lord  Rochefter’s  image  of 
contending  minirtcrs.  He  compares  them  to  fchool-boys,  who,  at 
the  hazanl  of  their  necks,  climb  for  crabs,  which,  if  they  were 
uiK)ii  the  ground,  folid  pigs  would  difdain.  How  the  ijenlionary 
could  lie  ignorant  of  the  favour  * intended  him,  as  it  is  reixjrted 
that  he  was,  when  he  received  the  meflagc,  is  what  I cannot  con- 
ceive ; for  I knew  it  above  a month  ago.  The  manner,  in  which 
he  took  it,  and  'fix)ke  the  next  day  in  the  aflembly,  was  wife  and 
fkilful ; but  his  accepting  the  penlion-t-,  for  it  is  merely  a pcnfion, 
fince  he  is  excluded  all  the  aflemblies,  is  dirty,  and  vilifies  him. 
If  1 had  been  he,  I would  fooner  have  lived  all  my  life,  as  Van 
Beuningen  did,  by  way  of  experiment,  one  year,  upon  fix  and 
thirty  florins.  Though  his  diet  would  have  been  but  low,  his  charac- 
ter would  have  been  high.  • 

I have  feen  Laurenzi,  tvho,  I believe,  mull  obferve  that  diet  too, 
nnlefs  he  can  get  an  increafe  of  his  appointments,  which  he  is 
labouring  for  ; but  I much  doubt  of  his  fuccefs.  He  confirms  the 
accounts  I had  had  before  from  many,  of  la  delicatejpe  et  le  bon  gout 
de  votre  table.  Marquis  d’Havrincourt  was  worthy  of  it,  excelling 
as  he  does,  not  only  in  the  theory,  but  in  the  pradlical  part,  of  the 
table.  He  dined  with  me  once  or  twice,  and  I think  I never  faw 
a more  vigorous  performer.  He  is  a very  pretty  man,  and  lias, 
rextremement  bon  ton  de  la  parfaitement  bonne  compagnie^  which  is 
at  prefent  the  fliort  but  comprehenfive  eloge  tTun  bonnet e bomme. 

*■  His  fuOden  difnitfTion  from  the  pod  of  grand  penHonary* 
t Of  80CO  iloriRi,  about 
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I am  in  debt,  at  leaft  three,  if  not  four,  letters  to  my  baron,  who 
is  a moft  excellent  correfpondent.  I will  pay  him  foon  in  much 
better  coin  than  my  own  letters,  fori  lhall  fend  him  by  the  firft 
opjxjrtunity  a good  cargo  of  good  books  and  pamphlets.  Pray,  make 
him  my  compliments,  and  teU  him  that  I will  write  to  him  foon. 

I hear  nothing  yet  of  lord  Holdernefle’s  going  to  Holland. 

Yours  moft  faithfully. 


C. 


LETTER  LIIL 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  May  9,  O.  S;  1749. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

^rHE  perfon,  who-  will  give  you  this  letter,  is  tlie  nephew  of 
monfieur  Boilfier,  a rich,  and  for  all  that  a very  honeft,  mer.- 
chant  of  the  city,  from  whom  I have  received  many  civilities.  He 
is  a Swifs,  and  probably  you  know  him  by  name  and  reputation. 
This  nephew  is  defirous  to  get  into  tlie  fervice  of  the  republic  ; and 
I wifh  that  you  could.be  ufeful  to  him  in  that  view.  1 do  not  mean, 
nor  does  he,  that  you  can  procure  him  a comraiflion  ; but  we  think 
that  you  may  be  able  to  point  out  to  him  k tmyen  dy  parveiiir, 
(tlie  way  of  fliccecding)  whatever  that  may  be.  If  it  be  foUicitation, 
you  will  tell  him  where  to  addrefs  it ; if  a private  tip,  y'ou  will 
tell  him  where  to  apply  it.  In  lliort,  I am  furc  that,  from  the  part 
I take  in  him  upon  his  uncle’s  account,  you  will  do  liim  what 
fcrvice  you  can. 

By  the  way,  do  not  apprehend  from  this,  that  I.  ftiall,  plague  you 
often  with  recommendations  of  this  kind,  for  I have  refufed  them 
to  feveral  people,  and  ihall  continue  to  do  fo  to  nine  in  ten.  They 
delire  impertinent,  imrealbnable,  or  impolfible  things,  and  then 
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delire  that  1 will  recommend  them  to  you,  bccaufe  they  are  fure 
that  I have  great  interell  with  you.  My  anfwer  to  which  is,  that  I 
verily  believe  I have  intereft  with  you,  and  for  that  very  reafbn 
■will  not  recommend  to  you  an  impertinent  or  an  impollible  thing. 

I am  now  aflured  that  lord  Holdernefle,  though  he  has  not  yet 
kifled  the  king’s  hand,  will  go  in  three  weeks  at  fartheft,  fo  that 
ill  fix,  I hope  to  fee  you  here.  I need  not  tell  you  how  glad  1 
lliall  be  of  it.  We  have  not  been  fo  long  afunder  fince  we  loved 
one  another,  as  we  ftill,  I believe,  do.  Aiieu. 


LETTER  LIV. 

TOTHESAME. 

Loodoa,  June  9,  O.  S.  >749« 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

\ S I find  by  your  laft,  that  your  ftay  in  Holland  will  now  be  but 
fliort,  my  letters  will  be  fo  too.  We  can  talk  more  fully  as 
well  as  more  freely  than  we  can  write.  • ••»»** 

Hop*  fiiewed  me  yefterday  the  print  of  your  fireworks  ; they  feem 
to  be  fo  fine  and  fo  expenfive,  that,  confidering  the  prefent  neceffitous 
condition  of  the  republic,  they  put  me  in  mind  of  a good  fanfaron 
motto  upon  a French  Randard,  Peream  medo  luceam ; (I  will 
Ihine  though  I perilh).  I fliould  have  told  you  firft,  that  the  device 
was  a burfting  grenado. 

My  boy,  who  was  going  to  the  camaval  at  Venice,  was  fiid- 
■denly  IHzed  with  a violent  inflammation  upon  his  lungs,  at  a mi- 
ferable  poft-houfe,  two  pofts  beyong  Laubach,  in  Camiole,  where 
■he  remained  in  great  danger  for  twelve  days.  He  is  now  recover- 
ing at  Laubach ; and  by  this  time,  I hope,  out  of  ail  danger.  How- 
ever, as  foon  as  the  heats  are  over,  that  is,  at  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember, 1 intend  to  fend  him  to  Naples,  the  belt  place  in  the  world 

* Lieutenant  general  Hop,  envoy  extraordinary  from  the  States  genetaL 
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for  tender  lungs,  and  hfs  are  fo  yet.  I lliall  fend  him  a letter  of 
recommendation  to  marquis  Fogliani,  who  is  the  only  {lerfon  I know 
there,  and  as  there  is  no  Ne.i^xjlitan  miniftcr  here,  that  will  be  the 
only  letter  1 can  give  him.  Could  you  eafily  get  a letter  or  two 
for  him,  fn>m  monfieur  Finochetti  f If  you  can,  you  may  bring 
them  with  you  here,  aitd  I can  fend  them  to  him  time  enough  fn>m 
hence.  You  will  remember  to  call  him  my  nephew.  I am  told, 
that  the  princefs  Strongoli  and  general  Mahoni  arc  the  two  belt 
houfes  there. 

The  parliiiment  is  to  be  prorogued  next  Tuefday,  when  the  mi- 
nillcrs  will  have  fix  months  leifure  to  quarrel,  and  patch  up,  and 
rjuarrel  again.  Garrick  and  the  Violetti  will  likewife,  about  the 
fame  time,  have  an  opjxjrtunity  of  doing  the  fame  thing,  for  they  are 
to  be  married  next  week.  They  are  defix;rately  in  love  with 
each  other.  Adieu  ; je  languis  de  vous  voir. 


LETTER  LV.  ' 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  June  j 3,  0.8.17+3. 


DEARDAYROLLES, 

T Have  this  inftant  receivetl  your  letter  of  the  27th  N.  S.  which 
-*■  I am  very  little  able  to  anfwcr,  having  been  ill  of  a fever  ever 
fince  Sunday  lall,  and  this  l>eing  the  firft  day  that  1 have  been  allow- 
ed to  go  out  of  my  bed-thamber.  I am  very  weak,  partly  from  the 
difiemix;r  itl'elf,  and  partly  from  being  llarved.  On  Monday,  1 lliall 
go  to  Blackhcath  for  a week,  which  1 hope  will  rcfiorc  me.  But 
I would  not  ilelay  making  you  eafier  than  you  feem  to  be  at  pre- 
fent,  alxjut  the  event  of  your  letter  to  the  duke  of  Xcwcallle.  I hajj- 
peneil  to  meet  him  latl  Saturday  .at  Boden's  country  houfe,  where  he 
told  me  that  Stone  had  that  morning  delivered  him  a letter  from 
you,  afking  leave  to  come  here  for  a very  iliort  time.  I told  him 
V o L.  1 1.  A a a that 
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that  I fuppofed  you  would  obtain  it;  to  which  he  anfwcred,  moft  un- 
doubtedly. So  that  your  having  yet  had  no  anfwer  to  it,  I am  con- 
vince<l,  proceeds  only  from  his  grace’s  hurry.  I believe  he  has  at 
prefent  bufinefs  enough  upon  his  hands.  »»»»*»» 
I thank  you  heartily  for  the  letters  you  have  procured  the  boy  for 
Naples ; he  is  now  fo  well  recovered,  that  he  is  gone  to  Venice, 
where  he  will  ftay  till  the  middle  of  September,  and  then  proceed 
to  Naples.  My  head  will  not  allow  me  to  write  any  more ; it  is 
my  heart  adds,  that  1 am  faithfully 

Yours 


C. 


LETTER  LVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  March 30,  O.  S.  175O. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

"y^OUR  ligns  of  life  came  very  feafonably  to  convince  me,  that 
the  concern  you  were  in  at  leaving  your  dear  country  had  not 
put  an  end  to  it.  I hap|iened  to  relate  very  properly  the  agonies  I 
faw  you  in  at  leaving  England,  in  company,  where  a lady  feemed 
to  think  that  Ihe  was  the  caufe  of  them.  She  inquired  minutely 
into  the  degree  and  nature  of  them  ; f;x>ke  of  them  with  tendernefs 
and  compalfion,  though  Ihe  confefled  a cjuarrel  with  you  for  three 
days  before  you  w'cnt  away,  which  had  broke  oft'  all  communication 
between  you.  To  this,  1 anfwered  like  your  gtxl-father,  that  to 
part  with  her  would  have  been  fufficient  caufe  for  your  grief,  but 
to  part  with  her  oflended  and  incenfed,  more  than  juftified  the 
dcfpair  1 obferved  in  you.  1 obliged  her  at  laft  to  confefs,  that 
flic  wiflied  ftie  had  feen  you  the  day  before  you  went.  Make  your 
moft  of  thefe  informations  in  your  next  letter  to  her. 

7 You 
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You  founil  Holland  juft  as  you  left  it,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  fame- 
ftate  of  infolvency  ami  confufion,  I fear  it  v,'i!!  be  Ibon  V.’orle,  if 
my  fufpidons  are  founded  ; for  I have  good  reafon  to  fufi)c<ft,  that 
your  rvdcrs  arc  wild  enough  to  think  of  engaging  in  a new  war.  It 
is  now  beginning  in  the  North,  and  though  publickly  it  is  diftou- 
raged*  privately  it  is  encouragedj  not  only  in  Holland,  but  elfe- 
wbert.  The  czarina  will,  I am  convinted,  foon  ftrike  the  firft  blow. 
The  court  of  Vienna  hoj>es  that  the  king  of  Pruflia  will  ftrike  the 
fecond,  and  give  them  a pretence  to  ftrike  the  third.  If  France  does 
not  intcrpt)(e,  the  king  of  Prullia  is  demoliflicd.  If  France  does, 
it  can  only  be  by  way  of  divcrllon,  in  falling  ui»n  the  queen  of 
Hungary  ; and  that  will  neceflarily  be  in  Flanders,  which,  it  is 
hoped  and  believed,  will  force  the  maritime  powers  to  take  a part. 
Bentinck  *,  now  at  Vienna,  could  tell  vis  more  of  tlvis  if  he  plealed.' 

1 have  not  heard  one  word  about  Mr.  HanefaJ,  which  makes  me 
believe  that  I lhall  not.  He  fliall  be  no  lofer,  however,  and  other 
people  no  gainers,  by  the  refufal. 

Mr.  Durand  brought  me  a letter  from  my  baron,  full  of  com- 
plaints of  his  health.  Make  him  my  compliments,  and  tell  him  that 
he  fhall  hear  from  me  foon. 

On  Thurlday  fevemiight  the  parliament  rifes,  and  the  Tuefday 
following  his  majefty  fets  out  for  Hanover.  The  regency  is  at  laft 
fettled,  and  the  duke  not  to  be  one. 

jddieu,  mon  chef  enfant,  Joyez  perfuade  que  je  vous  aimer ai  toujour s. 
(Adieu,  my  dear  friend,  be  perfuaded  I ever  fhall  love  you.) 

• Comic  Bcniinck,  feigneur  <lc  Roon,  of  llic  college  of  ihc  uoblei,  in  the  province  of 
Holland. 

(e ) Lord  Cheilerfield  had  applied  to  oUain  a prebend  of  Wiadfor  for  Mr.  Hartc,  tiicn  with  his 
and  met  with  uocx|>c£led  difficulties  and  delays. 
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LETTER  LVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  April  14,  O.  S.  {750. 


T COULD  not  refufe  this  recommendation  of  a virtuo/aio  a virluofo. 

The  girl  is  really  a prodigy,  but  fometimes  a prodigy  without  a 
puff  will  not  do.  Your  hearing  her  once,  and  your  puffing  her 
afterwards,  is  all  that  file  defires.  The  great  point  is  to  get  the 
princefs  of  Orange  to  hear  her,  which  llie  thhiks  will  tnake  her  for- 
tune. Even  the  great  Handel  has  deigned  to  recommend  her  there, 
lb  that  a word  from  your  honor  will  be  fufficient.  Adien. 

Yours  faithfully. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LVIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  AprH  37,  O.  S.  1750. 


T AM  two  letters  in  your  debt,  but  as  I knerv  that  you  were  ram- 
-*■  bling,  I did  not  know  where  to  tender  the  payment. 

By  this  time,  it  is  probable  that  you  arc  reeftablifhed  at  the 
Hague.  Had  an  unhappy  foreigner  been  oliliged  to  pafs  as  many 
days  at  Plymouth  as  you  palled  at  Calais,  how  admirably  he  would 
have  diverted  himfelf,  ami  hosv  politely  he  would  have  been  receivetU 
whereas,  I dare  fay,  you  pafled  your  time  very  well  at  Calais,  in  cafe 
you  were  not  too  much  an  Engliflimim  to  think  fo. 

It  is  very  true,  that,,  after  a feries  of  difficidties,  which,  I bc- 
lieve^  were  never  made  before,  upon  fo  trifling  an  occafion,  Mr. 

Harte 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  II.  LET.  LVII.  LVIII.  365 

Harte  has  at  laft  got  a prebend  of  Windfor.  I am  moil  extremely 
glad  of  it,  for,  that  debt  being  now  paid,  I owe  no  man  living  any 
thing.  As  it  is  neceflary  that  he  fhoiild  come  over  here,  to  take 
poflellion  of  his  Rail,  1 have  directed  him  to  bring  the  boy  to  Paris, 
and  to  fix  him  in  la  Gueriniere’s  academy  there.  « » » » * 

When  he  arrives  at  Paris,  I will  fend  him  a letter  of  recommen- 
dation a /on  excellence,  madame  de  Berkenroodt ; valeat  quantum.  In 
all  events,  it  will  be  a good  honfe  for  him  to  frequent.  Vans  y met- 
trez  du  i-oirt  auj/t,  s'il  vous  plait,  (you  will  contribute  to  it,  if  you 
pleal'e)  by  writing  a word  or  two  in  liis  favom  to  the  lady,  or  her 
hufband,  or  botli, 

Comte  Obdam’s  fale,  I fuppofe,  draws  near,  at  which,  pray,  buy 
me  fuch  buftocs,  and  vafes,  as  you  fliall  find  arc  univerfally  allowxd 
to  be  both  antique  and  fine,  at  fuch  rates  as  you  fliall  think  reafon- 
able ; in  the  whole,  you  may  go  as  far  as  tw'o  hundred  pounds,  if 
the  objefls  are  curious  and  worth  it. 

Shall  you  not  be  furprized,  if,  at  your  return  here,  you  find  a 
pendant  for  your  Rubens,  full  as  large,  and  by  a ffill  greater 
mafter  ? I have  reafon  to  believe  that  will  lie  the  cafe,  and  then 
I fliall  undoubtedly  have  two  of  the  mod  capital  piclures  in  England' 
of  thofe  tw'o  great  mailers.  For  the  virtuoji  here  now  unani- 
moufly  confefs,  that  all  the  Rubenfes  in  England  muft  firike  to 
mine. 

I believe,  as  you  Ciy,  that  you  found  things  in  the  united" 
provinces  juft  as  you  left  them,  a great  deal  talked  of,  and  nothing, 
done.  However,  they  would  do  w ell  to  confider,  that  in  their  finia- 
tion,  not  to  ailvance,  is  to  go  backwards.  You  may  depend  iqion  it,, 
that,  whatever  you  may  have  heard  fiiid  to  the  contrary,,  war 
was  the  origuial  dcfign,  and  the  Pmflian  bear  ikin  was  again 
fcantled  out  uixin  paper ; but  the  llrong  declarations  and  indceil  jirc- 
parations  of  France  on  one  hand,  and  the  apprehenfions,  which 
Rulfia  on  the  other  had  juft  rcafons  to  entcitaui  of  the  Turk, 
have  refjiedlively  obliged  certain  poccers  to  put  water  in  their  wine, 
and  I now  verily  believe  tliat  tlic  Noith  will  cle;u'  up,  and  fettle  for 
feme  time  in  peace. » « * -3  3 3 » 3 » 3 « 

Pray,,  make  my  complimciits  to  my  baron,  to  whom  1 owe  a letter,, 
which  I liave  not  paid,  for  mere  w ant  of  fpccic.  Is  he  got  to  his 
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own  houfe  agiun  ? Surely  it  has  undergone  luftrations  enough  to  be 
I'uflicicntly  purified  for  his  reception.  Every  thing  here  is  juft  as 
you  left  it.  1 am,  and  ever  lhall  be  fo,  with  regal'd  to  you  ; c'ejl 
lout  dire ; bon  fair,  mon  enfant. 


LETTER  LIX. 

TOTHESAME. 

LoodiTn,  May  25,  O.  S.  1750. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Find  your  journey  through  Flanders  has  been,  like  every  man's 
journey  through  the  world,  fome  good  and  fome  bad  ; but,  upon 
the  whole,  it  was  as  well  as  being  at  the  Hague.  By  what  you 
obfcrved,  it  is  evident  that  the  court  of  Vienna  will  not  lay  out  a 
fhilhng  upon  the  barrier  towns,  but  throw  that  burthen,  as  they  do 
every  other,  ujon  the  maritime  powers,  faying  that  they  get  no- 
thing by  Flanders,  but  that  it  is  our  bufuiefs  to  take  care  of  it. 
1 am  an  Auftrian  in  my  jxilitics,  and  would  fupport  that  houfe,  if 
I could  : but  then  I would  be  their  ally,  not  their  bubble;  their  friend, 
but  not  their  victim. 

With  your  leave,  fir,  it  is  none  of  Boden’s  trumjxiry,  that  is  to 
hang  over  againft  the  Rubens,  but  a holy  family,  the  mafter-picce 
of  Titian,  for  which  the  late  regent  had  agreed  to  give  forty  thou- 
iand  Uvres  to  the  chapter  at  Rheims.  It  was  accordingly  fent  him, 
but  when  it  arrived  at  Piuis,  he  was  dead  and  gone,  not  to  the  holy 
family  I believe.  His  fon,  the  prefent  duke  of  Orleans,  chofe 
rather  to  return  the  piifture  than  the  money ; the  chapter  was  obliged 
to  take  it  back,  and  there  it  has  remained  ever  fmce.  I accidentally 
heard  of  this,  and  that  the  chapter  was  fpecial  poor,  upon  which  I 
determined  to  try  what  I could  do,  and  1 have  fucceeded.  As  this 
piifture  was  brought  from  Italy  by  the  famous  cardinal  de  Lorraine, 
after  he  had  been  at  the  council  of  Trent,  and  given  by  him  to  the 
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cathedral  of  Rhcims,  of  which  he  was  archbilhop,  he  gave  them  at 
the  lame  time  his  own  pjiSture,  a whole  length,  done  by  Titian ; 
which  I have  likewife  got : they  are  both  arrived  at  Paris,  and  I 
expefl  them  here  very  foon.  This,  you  will  allow,  is  no  trumpery, 
and  I have  now  done  with  piflures ; I am  brim  full,  and  not  ill 
filled. 

Comte  Obdam’s  vir/u  will,  I think,  for  the  reafon  you  give, 
go  very  cheap  ; few  people  in  Holland  underftanding  thofc  things, 
or  even  thinking  that  they  do.  I would  not  give  lixjxince  for  his^ 
bmnzes,  nor  u fliiUing  for  his  books ; but  for  fome  of  his  anti<iuc 
marbles,  I would  give  reafonably.  Thofc  tvliich,  ujMn  the  face 
of  the  catalogue,  1 fltould  chufe,  are  the  following  ones. 

297  Hermes  (Buftc)  juvenis  Romani  cum  loricd  et /ago,  in  mar-' 
' ■ more.  Jnt. 

•298  Bacchus.,  cum  corona  bederacea.  Ant. 

302  Caput  jitvenis  Romani,  fupra  baftn.  Ant. 

305  Statua  cum  anagbpbis,  Jacrificium  in  bonorem  Priapi  effort 
' mantibus.  Ant. 

There  arc  alfo  in  the  appendix  two  buftos,  one  of  Homer,  the  other 
of  Apollo,  by  Girardon,  which,  if  they  go  extremely  cheap,  as  ix)f- 
llbly  they  may,  I flioidd  be  glad  of  them ; by  extremely  cheap,  I 
mean  about  ten  jKmnds  a-pitxre.  For  the  four  antiques  above-mark- 
ed, tun  portant  tautre,  (one  with  another)  if  they  arc  fine,  I w'ould 
go  as  far  as  five  and  twenty  jxjunds  a-piece.  But  fliould  thefe, 
which  I have  mentioned,  have  great  faults,  and  others,  which  1 
have  not  memioneti,  have  great  beauties,  1 refer  to  your  decifion, 
who  are  ujx)!!  the  place,  and  have  un  coup  d'oeil  vif  et  penetrant 
(a  quick  and  j«netrating  eye.)  ' 

You  will  fee  Hop  at  the  Hague  next  week  ; it  is  fooner  than  he 
propofed  to  go,  but  he  is  ordered,  w-hich  gives  him  fome  appre- 
henlions.  You  w ill  alfo  lee  the  famous  madame  du  Boccage,  who 
fets  out  from  hence  with  her  hulband,  and  abbe  Guafeo  de  t acade- 
mic des  inferiplions,  next  Tuefday.  She  has  tranflated  Milton  into 
French  verlc,  and  gave  a tragedy  laft  winter  at  Paris,  called  Ics 
Amazones.  She  has  good  parts,  n'afficbe  pas  le  bel-e/prit,  (and 
docs  not  make  an  oftentati^us  difplay  of  wit).  Pray  give  them  un 
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petit  diner,  and  let  them  know  that  1 did  them  juftice  with  you ; 
they  Hay  but  a few  days  at  the  Hague,  fo  cannot  be.  very  trouble- 
fome  to  you.  But  I poflibly  ihalJ,  if  I lengthen  this  letter  : fo, 
bon  fair. 

C. 


LETTER  LX. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  June  19)0.  S.  1750. 


T Muft  fay  as  moft  fools  do,  <wbo  tvould  have  thought  it  ? My  fine 
Titian  has  turned  out  an  execrable  bad  copy.  By  good 
luck,  the  condition  of  the  obligation  was  fuch,  that  if  certain  good 
judges  at  Paris  fiiould  declare  it,  either  a copy,  or  eflentially  dama- 
ged, the  chapter  of  Rheims  was  to  take  it  back  again,  I paying 
the  carriage.  This  has  happened,  and  the  beft  painters  in  Paris 
pronounced  it  not  only  a copy,  but  a damned  one.  So  that  I 
am  only  in  for  the  carriage  back.  The  chapter  muft  have  been 
more  fools  than  knaves  in  the  affair ; for,  had  they  known  it  to 
be  a copy,  they  muft  have  known,  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  would 
be  returned  them,  by  which  they  would  get  notliing  but  the  dif- 
crediting  of  their  piifhire  for  ever. 

I have  received  a letter  from  madame  du  Boccage,  containing  a 
panegyric  of  his  majefty’s  refident  at  the  Hague.  It  eft  trh  aitnabk, 
tres  poli,  il  eft  au  mieux  avec  tout  ce  quit  y a de  meilteur  id,  et  it  fait 
tres-bonne  cbire.  (He  is  very  amiable,  very  polite,  extremely  well 
received  in  the  beft  company,  and  keeps  an  excellent  table.)  Faire 
bonne  chere  (to  keep  a good  table)  you  know,  always  fums  up  a 
French  panegyrick.  She  fays,  that  by  your  means  ihe  received  a 
thoufand  civilities  at  the  Hague.  I do  not  know  whether  my  friend 
abb^  Guafeo’s  judgment  in  virtii  will  be  of  any  great  fervice  to  us 
at  comte  Obdam’s,  and  I would  fooner  truft  to  your  own  coup  d'oeit, 
qui  eft  mordieu  vif  et  perqant. 

l ' I am 
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I am  very  much  par  vojes,  et  par  cbemins,  between  London 
and  Blackheath,  but  much  more  at  the  latter,  wliith  is  now  in 
threat  beauty.  The  Ihell  of  my  gallerj'  is  fini!ltc<!,  which,  by 
three  lx)w-windo\vs,  gives  me  three  dift’erent,  and  the  finetl,  prol- 
peffs  in  the  world.  I have  already  two  or  three  of  your  canteloupe 
melons,  which  are  admirable;  1 have  covered  thofe,  which  arc  not 
yet  riix;,  with  frames  of  oylcd  pajx;r,  which  I am  aflured  will  do 
much  better  than  glafles.  *»»««««»«»«« 
The  prince  of  Wales’s  laft  child  was  at  laft  chriftened  the  day 
before  yertcniay,  after  having  been  kept  at  leall  a fortnight  longer 
than  it  fhould  have  been  out  of  a Rate  of  falvation,  by  the  jumble  of 
the  two  fecretaries  of  Rate,  whole  reciprocal  difpatches  carried,  nor 
brought,  nothing  decilivc.  Adieu. 


LETTER  LXI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DATROL1.es, 

T MoR  heartily  wifi*  you  and  Mrs.  Dayrolles  Joy,  and  I believe 
you  have  had  it.  May  it  continue  long  ! I came  to  town  this 
morning  on  purpofe  to  make  my  compliments  to  you  both,  but 
you  were  gone  to  lliady  groves.  I hojre  you  will  take  thofe  of 
Greenwich  in  their  turn,  and  the  fooner  the  better. 

En  ctei 

La  ftmmt  cjt  amprij'e  auji  (a). 

Lady  CheRcrfield  would  have  come,  to  have  waited  upon  Mrs. 
Dayrolles,  but  w'as  jireventcd  by  a great  cold.  Adieu. 

Saturday,  July  31,  1751. 

fdj  In  thi«,  llic  lady  is  llUwifc  included. 


VOL.  II. 
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TO  THE  SAME. 


Batli,  0£l.  5,  O.S.  1751. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Am  heartily  glad  to  find  that  yon  nicked  yourpaflage  to  Holland 
lb  well,  for  a day  or  two  later,  it  woukl  have  been  a bad  one, 
1 mean  for  madam  Dayrolles,  car  pour  vousy  <vous  avez  le  pie 
tuarin,  (for  as  to  you,  you  are  uled  to  the  lea)  and  moreover  are 
minifter  to  the  mailer  of  the  lexs. 

I have  been  here  nosv  juft  three  weeks,  though  I have  drank 
thefe  waters  but  a fortnight,  uix>n  acctmnt  of  a moft  confounded 
told,  wliich  I got  at  my  lirft  arrival.  1 lowevcr  I find  du  mieux,  as 
Rodrigue  hapi)ily  exprefles  himfelf  in  his  gazettes,  and  I exi>ecT: 
a thorough  vamp,  before  I leave  this  place,  which  1 fiiall  do  juft 
time  enough  to  exhibit  a brown  fuit,  with  a very  rich  gold  button, 
at  the  birth-day. 

I am  aftoniflicd  at  Slingelandt's  being  dil'pleafed,  that  I tlid  not 
anfwcr,  or  rather  reply  to  his  letter,  for  mine  W'as  an  anfwer  to 
his.  He  tcUs  me  an  anecdote,  a fadl,  which  I dare  lay  is  a very 
true  one  ; well,  what  anfwer  is  to  be  made  to  it  ? none  that  I 
know  of,  unlefs  I had  laid  hold  of  that  opjx>rtunity  to  have  kojit 
up  a regtdar  correfpondence  with  him,  ami  to  fay  the  truth,  my 
literary  correfj^ondcnce  is  already  more  extenfive,  than  ray  eyes, 
my  head,  or  my  lazinefs  will  a<lmit  of. 

1 am  glad  of  the  accounts  you  ^ve  me  of  my  baron  and  Duncan, 
both  whom  I love  ; and  pray  tell  them  lb.  I will  write  to  the  for- 
mer foon,  though  this  is  not  a place  from  svhence  I can  write 
him  a letter  to  his  mind.  Here  I neither  enquire,  nor  know  any 
thing  of  the  bufy  world.  I hardly  read  a news-paper.  Thank 
Goil,  I am  fafe  and  quiet  on  fiiorc ; and  as  I do  not  intend  to  put  to 
fea  again,  why  fliouUl  I ftiidy  navigation  any  more  ? I read  here  a 
great  deal,  but  then  it  is  partly  for  ray  own  anYufement,  and  partly 
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for  the  improvement  of  my  little  friend,  who  is  with  me.  In  that 
way  he  lalxjurs  moll  willingly,  and  is  even  for  more  of  it  than  I 
tlelire  to  give  him.  But  w hat  I labour  at  moft,  and  find  the  moil 
diilkulty  in  is,  to  give  him  ks  manihes,  la  politejji,  et  la  tourmre 
of  a man  of  falliion.  He  thinks  that  knowledge  is  all;  there  1 
dirtcr  from  him,  and  endeavour  to  convince  him,  that,  witliout 
manners  and  addref's,  it  is  very  ufelefs.  1 low  ever,  I gain  ground, 
and  he  is  already  very  different  from  what  you  favv  him.  He 
makes  his  compliments  to  you  and  madam  Dayrolles.  Fray  make 
mine  to  her  too,  and  tell  her  that,  time  out  of  mind,  there  has 
always  been,  un  vkux  Dayrolles,  et  un  jeune  Dayrolles,  and  that, 
as  you  cannot  now  claim  the  latter  appellation,  it  is  incumljent 
uixjii  her  to  make  us  a jeune  Dayrolles,  dans  la  fabrique  duquel  je  la 
prie  tres  injlanment  de  mettre  beaucoup  du  /ten,  (in  the  fabric  of 
whom  I earneftly  beg  flac  would  contiibute  a good  fliare).  Before 
you  leave  the  I lague,  pray  remember  to  lieg  or  Ileal  for  me  fome 
melon-feed  of  the  lar^ejl  and  bell  canteloujies.  The  older  it  is,  the 
letter.  Adieu,  mon  cber  enfant,  I am,  witli  the  truell  affeiflion. 

Yours, 

C. 


J.  E T T E R LXIII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


LooJon,  Oc\.  28,  O.  S.  1751* 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T Arrived  here  but  lafl  night  from  Bath,  which  journey  dehayed 
till  now  my  anfwer  to  your  lall.  I have  brought  with  me  from 
Bath  a Hock  of  health,  which,  with  my  oeconomy,  will,  I think, 
lall  me  for  a year,  and  1 pretend  now  to  no  more.  Formerly  I 
was  foolilla  enough  to  think  of  no  more  than  au  jour  la  journec, 
and  now  I am  wile  enough,  to  exix;dl  no  more  than  de  fan  a I'annee. 
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I am  very  glad  that  all  was  Ib  quiet  in  Holland,  upon  an  event 
fo  little  exi>e<Slcd  as  the  death  of  the  prince  of  Orange.  \'arious 
conjedtures  and  deej)  jKditical  rclinements  will  he  made  upon  the 
probable  confequences  of  it ; you  fliall  have  mine  for  nothing. 

Or  fus  done.  In  my  mind,  the  whole  will  deitend  upon  the  condudt 
of  the  ^ouvernante.  If  that  be  motlerate,  gentle,  anti  cecouomica!, 
this  event  will  fecure  and  fix  the  ftadthouder-form  of  goveniment 
more  effctflually  than  the  life  of  the  prince  of  Orange  could  have 
done.  A minority  is  not  a time  for  enterprizes,  nor  for  the  exten- 
fion  of  jiower  ; and  the  people,  the  moft  jealous  of  their  liberties, 
are  lulled  by  the  very  name  of  it,  into  a fccurity,  if  no  imprudent 
ftep  be  taken  to  rouze  their  fears,  and  awaken  their  jcaloufies.  In 
the  mean  time,  thofe  who,  having  had  the  grcatelf  Iliare  in  the 
former  republican  government,  were  the  moft  uneafy  at  the  altera-  • 
lion  of  it,  if  not  provoked,  will  not  difturb,  and  will  infenlibly  grow 
tiled,  and  to  fome  degree  reconciled,  to  the  prefent  form,  if  gently 
and  moderately  adniiniftered.  Many  or  moft  of  thefe  will  be  dead, 
by  that  time  the  young  ft.adthouder  conies  to  be  of  age,  and  the 
growing  gcncrtUion,  who  will  be  of  age  with  him,  will  have  feen, 
nor  known,  no  other  kind  of  government,  and  will  naturally  look 
up  to  a young  prince.  As  for  the  herd  of  the  iieoplc,  a minor  is 
always  the  object  of  their  companion,  and  confequently  of  their  love. 

In  thefe  circumftanres,  her  royal  highnefs  may,  if  Ihc  pleafes,  fix 
and  fettle  her  fon’s  future  government  upon  a more  folid  founda- 
tion, than  his  father  couUl  have  done.  But  if  on  the  contrary, 
I'pirit,  which  always  means  heat  and  fury,  fliould  be  the  word, 
and  the  active  and  bul'y  adminiftratious  of  your  Catharines  and 
Marys  of  Medicis,  your  Anns  of  Auftria,  8cc.  Ihoiikl  prove  the 
model  of  your  ^ouvcrmuiie,  th.it  condudt,  which  very  near  deftroy-  . 
ed  them  in  an  abfolutc  government,  will  ruin  her  family  irre- 
trievably in  a free  one. 

Now  1 have  Ihot  my  bolt,  to  another  point.  The  duke  of 
Newcaftle  told  me  this  morning,  that  Mr.  Yorke  wouhl  go  to  the 
Ifaguc  in  a. few  days,  and  that,  in  a few  days  after  his  arrival 
there,  you  would  receive  your  orders  to  go  to  Bniflels. 


Creighton 
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Creighton  gave  me  your  melon  fcctl,  for  which  I thank  you,, 
and  wliich  I rob  you  of  with  the  Icfs  regret,  .as,  by  your  own  ac- 
count, you  fc-emnot  to  want  any  of  ks  qttalre  fcntcnces  froides. 

1 liave  no  news  to  i'end  you  fnim  hence ; 1 have  been  too  few 
hours  in  town  to  know  any,  and  am  moreover  too  indiftcicnt  to 
afk  for  any.  ' • 

Ry  a little  broebure,  w hich  my  baron  has  fent  me,  an<l  which  I 
t.akc  to  be  written  under,  at  Icaft,  the  iiifjKjdtion  of  the  king  of. 
Prullia,  it  ajijicars  to  me  that  fome  changes  arc  intended  to  he 
made  in  the  Ibrm  of  government  of  Sweden.  If  lb,  that  may  pro- 
duce fome  Noitl'.ern  fquabbles,  though  1 think  they  will  be  car- 
ried on  rather  by  the  jren  than  the  fword.  For  1 fee  very  many 
gotxl  reaft)ns,  why  both  RulFia  and  the  king  of  I’ruflia  fliould  ra- 
ther fcold  than  fight.  But  if  they  fliould  come  to  blows,  I foretel 
that  RulTia  will  have  the  better  on’t. 

Pray  make  my.comiilinients  to  my  baron,  and  tell  him,  that  I 
will  foon  fend  him  a long  anti  uninterefling  letter:  my  waters, 
my  journey,  and  my  unfettlal  flatc,  for  thefc  laft  two  months,  have 
hindcretl  me  from  doing  it  fooner.  This  is  already  too  long,  fo> 
good  night  to  you. 

Yours. 


LETTER  LXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Lom!on,  Xov,  15,  O.  S.  1751. 

DEAR  D A Y R O L L E S, 

T Have  ret  eived  yours  of  the  15th,  N.  S.  for  which  this  is  only  an 
acknowledgment,  but  no  ccjuivalcnt.  All  the  news  of  yefler- 
day,  furh  as  fjKcch,  addrefles,  8cc.  you  will  have  auilientically  trom 
the  office  ; and  1 have  nothing  to  add  to  it.  « * * « » c- 

Sans  vanite,  as  people  commonly  fay,  when  they  fav  a vain 
thing,  I am  of  my  baron’s  opinion,  and  think  it  would  not  b-  the 
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Moiic  for  la  "oiiveniaiilr,  if  fl'.c  piirfiial  ihc  mcafures,  ■which  1 
mentioned  in  my  lal’c.  I would  not  give  her  juft  the  ad\  ice,  \\  liich 
lord  Clarendon  was  accufed  of  having  gi\cn  king  Charles  II.  at 
his  reftoration,  not  to  mind  his  friends,  but  to  gain  his  enemic-s. 
Rut  I would  achife  her  to  think  rather  more  of  gaining  over  rtafon- 
Hble  enemies,  than  of  gratifying  unrcafonable  friends.  She  ftioaihl 
conl’nlt  indifci  iminately  the  ableft  and  the  moft  refjjcctablc  jx:o]dc 
of  the  fevcral  provinces,  ujxm  the  fingle  principle  of  the  public. 
gcK)d,  and  tcithout  adopting  their  provincial  [jiques  and  prejudices. 
She  Ihould  take  oft'  all  proferiptions,  and  mitigate  all  that  militan- 
Ihitf  of  count  ils  of  war  with  unlimital  ixjwcrs,  down  to  the  mere 
neccilary  difeipline  of  an  army.  Private  and  public  cecononiy 
Ihould  be  her  great  objects,  and  if  (he  would  act  lirmly  vipon  I'uch 
primiples,  (he  would  not  want  our  adviie,  but  I believe  would  do 
a great  deal  better  without  it.  I would  not  deiire  a liner  part  to 
act  than  (he  has  ; and  were  I in  her  cafe,  1 would  undertake  to  fix 
the  prefent  form  of  government,  uiwn  a more  (olid  fotutdation, 
than  it  has  been  upon,  fince  the  time  of  William  I. 

Lord  I lolderneHe’s  baggage  is  not  yet  arrived,  conlequently  • 
I have  not  yet  received  my  baron's  bill’of  fare,  but  by  a little  fjie- 
cimen  of  it,  which  he  lent  me  lately  in  a fjK’cimen  of  a letter,  I be- 
lieve I (hall  not  be  able  to  furnifli  him  with  fome  of  the  rarities  that 
he  defires  ; for  he  comiwfes  thefe  bills  of  fare  upon  the  advertife- 
ments  in  the  news  papers,  and  the  paftry  cooks  have  been  before 
hand  with  him,  at  this  feafon  of  minced  pyes.  He  is  now  paftorally 
inclined,  and  has  wrote  to  me  for  Ibme  particular  paftorals,  which 
to  this  hour  I am  very  furc  no  gentleman  ever  beared  of  or  read. 

My  boy  let  out  this  morning  for  Pafi.«,  improved  a good  deal,  in 
my  mind,  cht  cole  ties  manieres.  Lord  Albermarle  has  promiled  to 
employ  him  in  his  bureau  as  much  as  if  he  WQTc/ecretaire  de  legation, 
and,  if  he  does,  it  will  be  juft  as  Well  as  if  he  were,  the  falary  except- 
ed, which  I do  not  much  mind.  In  all  events,  he  has  time  enough  be- 
fore him,  and  if  Paris  w ill  not  tio,  li)ine  other  idace,  Ibme  time  or  other, 
will.  Make  nty  compliments  to  mailamc  Dayrolles.  Atlieu. 

Yours.* 

LET- 


TO  Ills  FRIEXDS.  BOOK  II.  LET.  LXIV.  LXV.  375 


LETTER  LXV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  Dec.  6,  O.  S.  i;jiv 


UR  long  friendfliiii  neither  requires,  nor  allows  ceremony  and 
comijliments.  \Vc  arc,  I dare  lay,  reciprocally  gl.-ul  to  write 
to  each  other,  whenever  bulinel's  does  not  interfere  on  your  part, 
or  lazinefs  on  mine ; in  cither  of  which  cafes  be  it  underftood,  that 
the  party  at  leifiirc,  or  in  humor,  va  toujour s Jon  trairty  whether 
the  other  anfwers  or.  not. 

Colonel  Yorke  has,  I fiipixjfe,  brought  you  tout  pafs  to  BnilTels, 
which  I fuppofe  too  that  you  will  foon  make  ufe  of.  The  fooner 
the  better  ; in  the  I'lrclcnt  lituation  of  affairs  in  the  united  provinces 
and  at  St.  James’s,  that  of  aji  Englilh  miniller  at  the  Hague  is  not  to 
be  ensied,  elle  /era  feabreufe,  (it  will  be  difficult).  « e a a 
In  all  events  you  will  be  out  of  the  ferape,  and  I am  very  glad 
of  it.  If  you  get  into  any  at  Bruflcls  with  monfieur  Ic  manjuis 
Botta  d’ Adorno  **,  it  will  be  of  no  great  confequcnce,  as  he  is  not 
in  very  gootl  odor  here. 

Our  ixirliamcnt  is  fo  unanimous,  that  the  hovife  of  lords  hardly  fits 
at  all,  and  the  houfe  of  commons  feldom  till  three  o’clock,  to  the 
infinite  grief  of  the  Ipeaker,  who,  I believe,  would  now  willingly 
change  with  the  firlt  prelident  of  the  parlbmcnt  of  Paris,  which 
makes  a greater  figure  at  pmfent.  The  beau  moude  is  not  quite  in 
filth  a ftate  of  inadfion.  c o o « ss  a a « « o- 

I have  lent  my  baron  Ibmc  bad  books  by  colonel  Yorke,.  whole 
departure  did  not  give  me  time  to  fend  him  the  others,  that  he  de- 
lired,  which  I will  do  by  the  firlt  opportunity.  1 will  fend  him 
nro  copies  of  Hammomrs  elegies,  of,  which  he  will  fend  you  one  to 
Brufiels,  if  you  arc  there  before  he  receives  tliem.  His  tender 
turn  is  a new  one,  ajtd  may  iwllibiy  remove  his  fear  of  collilioa 
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with  human  bodies.  Ur.ay,  return  him  my  thanks  for  /cs  vihnoircs 
dc  Brandebourg^y  which  1 have  at  laft  received  from  lord  I loldcrneflc, 
with  a fyltil's  leaf,  which  I fnatched  and  laved  from  the  wind.  Prav, 
make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Dayrollcs. 

Vours  faithfully, 

C. 


L E T T E R LXVl. 


TO  THE  SAM  E. 


London,  Jan.  14,0.  S.  1752. 

DEAR  DAVROLLES, 

"VT"  E S T E R D Y 1 received  yours  of  the  2 1 ll,  N.  S.  You  have  done 
very  wifely  in  leaving  the  Hague,  and  prefenting  your  me- 
morial without  further  order ; for  had  you  waited  here,  for  the 
return  of  it  reviled,  corrcelcd,  and  amended  by  his  grace,  you  would 
have  feen  not  only  the  funeral  of  the  late,  bvit  the  majority  of  the 
prefent,  ftadthouder;  two  objeifls  that  appear  very  difficult  to  be 
fettled.  If  the  goiivernante  be  not  both  in  earnell  and  in  haftc  to 
have  a proper  provifion  made  for  the  prob  hie  cafe  of  her  tlcath, 
fhe  muftbe  mad.  Her  fon’s  life  poffibly  may,  but  his  power  cer- 
tainly will,  dc[)cnd  uix>n  that  previous  care.  The  quomodo  will  not  be 
fo  difficult  there  as  it  was  here,  there  being  no  uncles  in  the 
«lucllion. 

By  all  that  I have  heard  of  the  characT:cr  of  the  prince  of 
Brunfwkk  *,  I fliould  wilh  him  to  be  the  intermediate  Ihidthovtder 
under  proper  reltridlions.  A prince  fupjx>rted  by  any  tonfiderable 
power,  or  a Dutchman  by  any  conlidcrable  party,  might  be  ajually 
dangerous ; as  on  the  other  hand,  a number  of  guardians  of  the 
feveral  provinces  would  be  fo  like  the  former  republican  govem- 
xaent,  that  it  might  jwffibly  revive  it.  *»*»**♦» 


* Prince  laiwis  ol"  Bnmfwick. 


I know 
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I know  of  no  one  event  to  communic.ite  to  yon  ; there  never 
was  fo  fercne  a winter  as  this,  I will  not  trouble  you  with  news  fo 
very  old,  .and  lb  long  known,  as  my  being 

Yours  mofl:  faithfully. 


C. 


LETTER  LXVU. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Loiuk>n,  Feb.  7,  O.  S.  175a.- 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T AST  ix>ft  brought  me  your  notification  of  your  cftablilhment 
at  Bmlfels : quod  fdix  faujhonque  fit ! You  begin  well  at  leafi. 
You  are  foon  to  have  a colleague  there,  not  as  minilter,  but  as 
commiflary  for  the  barrier  and  the  tariff.  It  was  firft  offered  to  Tom 
Page  at  Cliichefter,  whom  1 fupixrfe  you  know  ; but  he  refufcrl  it; 
now  1 believe  it  will  be  Mr.  Mitchell  *,  a Scotch  member  of  par- 
liament ; he  is  a fenfible  good  fort  of  man,  and  eafy  to  live  with. 

Though  madame  Dayrolles  has  a very  good  natural  color,  yet, 
living  with  people  fo  highly  colored,  if  1 were  fhe,  1 would  allow 
myfelf  an  ounce  of  red  to  their  pound,  which  1 think  would  be  a 
fair  compofition. 

All  bufinefs  or  expeflation  of  bufinefs  is  over  in  parliament, 
which  fits  now  only  for  details,  fuch  as  turnpike  bills,  poor  bills, 
&:c.  and  will  certainly  rife  the  firft  week  in  April  at  farthcft,  when 
his  majefty  propofes  going  to  Hanover,  to  fettle  the  tranquillity  of  the 
North.  I am  called  away  fuddcnly  : bon  jour  done. 

C. 


* AfterwarJi  iir  Andrew  MUchcll)  knight  of  the  Dath,  and  envoy  extraordinary  and  p!cnipo* 
remiftry  at  the  court  of  Ecrlio. 
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LETTER  LXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  March  17,  O.  S.  175a. 

DEAR  DATROLLES, 

TT^ERE  you  half  the  cccDnomift  you  are  fuppofcd  to  be,  you 
’ ’ would  not  pay  for  my  letters,  but  return  them  to  the  poll- 

man.  If  they  only  tell  you,  that  I am  your  fincere  friend  and  fervant, 
they  tell  you  nothing  new.  You  have  known  it  long,  and  the  repe- 
tition of  that  alTurance  is  not  worth  the  Ihilling  it  colls  you.  Any 
news,  they  can  tell  you,  will,  I fear,  not  be  new  news,  and  nothing 
is  fo  dull  as  old  news.  Frelh  virgin  news,  whether  of  a public  or 
a private  nature,  does  not  come  to  my  Ihare ; nor  is  it  the  object  of 
my  enquiries. 

The  chapter  of  the  garter,  as  I dare  fay  you  already  know,  was 
held  lall  Friday.  I was  at  it,  and  fo  was  at  lealt  half  the  town.  The 
countefs  of  Coventry  appeared  as  fuch,  for  the  firll  time,  at  the  chap- 
ter, and  was  afterwards  prefented  to  the  king,  and,  in  the  news-p>ap)er 
llyle,  met  with  a moll  gracious  reception. 

The  king  fets  out  for  Hanover  as  loon  as  ever  he  can,  and  that,  1 
believe,  will  be  within  three  weeks.  Much  bullnefs  is  intended  to 
be  done  at  Hanover  this  year ; the  eleilion  of  the  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans is  to  be  attempted,  which,  I think,  will  now  meet  with  very 
great  difliculties,  and  two  years  ago  would  have  met  with  none. 
France  and  PrulTia  have  had  time  to  work  againll  it,  and  1 fear  with 
fuccefs,  at  Icall  with  fo  much,  that  it  will  now  be  the  moll  contelled, 
and  the  moll  important  affair,  that  hath  hapiJened  thefe  many 
years.  It  mull  have  great,  and  God  knows  what,  confcquences. 
France  is  able,  but,  I hopie,  at  prefent  not  inclined,  to  quarrel.  The 
houfe  of  Auftria  is  always  inclined  to  quarrel,  tliough  feldom 

able.  The  king  of  PrulTia  is  inclined  to  fear  Rullia  ; but 
RulTia  is  inclined  to  Englilh  fxtbfidies,  which  England  cannot  pay, 
and  without  which  he  uill  not  fear  RulIia.  The  republic  of  the 
united  provinces  is  totally  impotent.  Three  of  the  eledlors  will 

protcll 
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proteft  againft  the  other  fix,  and  the  princes  will  proteft  againft  all 
the  electors,  as  to  the  queftion  an  ? This  great  bufinefs  w ill  engrofs 
the  attention  of  all  Europe  this  year ; lb  that,  I believe,  the  bar- 
riere  and  the  tarif  will  be  pretty  much  neglected  till  the  next.  In 
the  mean  time  I advife  you  and  Mr.  Mitchell,  to  divert  yourfclves  as 
well  as  ever  you  can  at  Bruffels.  But  whenever  you  do  proceed  to 
bufinefs,  remember  to  put  the  Dutch  minifters  in  the  front  of  the 
battle,  and  fullain  them  in  every  thing.  As  they  are  the  moil:  im- 
mediately concerned,  you  may  truft  to  them  as  to  their  demands ; 
but  then  you  muft  take  care  to  fupiwrt  them  with  fo  much  vigor, 
that  wherever  they  fail,  as  in  many  jxjints  they  will,  they  may  not 
lay  the  blame,  which  they  w'ould  be  w illing  enough  to  do,  upon 
the  Ilacknels  and  indifference  of  the  Englilh  commiffaries,  wdiich 
would  hurt  you  both  here. 

My  compliments  to  madame  Dayrolles,  and  fo  we  bid  you  heartily 
farewell. 

C. 


LETTER  LXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

• London,  April  17,  O S.  1753. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T DID  not  cxpe£l  to  have  heard  from  you  fo  foon,  well  know- 
ing  the  variety  of  trifling  bufinefs,  which  alw'ays  takes  up  more 
time  than  great  bufinefs,  that  you  mull  have  been  plagued  with  of 
late.  I wifli  you  joy  of  your  gtxad  delivery  from  it.  * • * * 

I am  very  glad  to  hear,  that  the  eledlion  of  the  king  of  the  Romans 
is  in  fo  fair  a way.  It  tends  eventually  to  preferve  the  peace  of  Eu- 
rope, wliich,  1 am  fiue,  is  very  neceffary  for  this  country  in  pasti- 
cular.  Pray,  let  me  know  as  foon  as  you  know,  when  and  where 
that  election  is  likely  to  be.  My  reafon  for  thus  interefting  my- 
felf,  as  to  the  time  and  place  of  it,  is  upon  account  of  my  boy,  who, 

C c c 2 lam 


380  LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 

I am  determined,  lltall  be  at  it,  and  I would  adjuft  the  other  parts  of 
my  plan  for  his  motions,  to  that  circumftance.  He  is  to  leaw 
Paris  in  alxjut  fix  weeks,  and  to  go  through  the  courts  uiion  the 
Rhine  in  his  way  to  Hanover,  where  I did  not  propofe  his  arrival 
till  September.  But  if  riie  eleflion  ftiould  be  fooner,  he  muft  be 
there  fooner,  becaufe  he  is  to  go  to  that  eledtion  in  tlie  fuite  of  one 
of  the  king’s  deftoral  ambafladors,  the  only  way,  in  which  ftran- 
gers,  who  arc  otherwife  excluded  the  town  vipon  that  occafion,  can 
fee  that  ceremony.  Next  Mamh,  he  fliall  make  his  court  to  }-ou  at 
Brufiels  for  a month  or  two,  where  1 will  beg  of  you  to  employ  him 
in  your  btaeau-,  in  the  things  of  no  importance,  and  allb  that  you 
will  make  him  read  thofe  pieces,  and  give  him  thofe  verbal  inlfruc- 
tions,  which  may  put  him  att  fait  of  the  affairs  of  the  barriere 
and  the  tarif. 

1 am  of  your  opinion,  that  y<nn-  conferences  uj>on  thofe  points 
will  break  up,  as  they  have  often  done  already,  re  infe£Ia*^.  Nay, 
confidering  the  refolution,  which  you  think  is  taken,  of  making 
Flanders  once  more  a commercial  country,  it  will  be  well  if  infen- 
fibly  the  Schelde  be  not  0]>ened,  and  the  port  of  Antwerp  reftored, 
like  that  of  Dunkirk,  though  contrary  to  treaties.  That  would  be 
the  laft  finilhing  ftroke  to  the  commerce  of  the  united  provinces, 
and  would  extremely  affedt  ours. 

I have  been  extremely  deaf,  and  confcquently  extremely  dull, 
this  laii  fortnight.  I am  fomething  better  now,  though  far  from  being 
reftored  to  my  former  hearing.  As  I have  no  cold,  nor  any  bodily 
diforder  to  aferibe  this  de.-ifnefs  to,  as  fymjJtomatical  only,  it  makes 
me  the  more  uneafy,  by  reviving  in  my  thoughts  my  ftrong  here- 
tlitary  right  to  it ; a right,  which,  as  I do  not  indefeafibly  allow 
even  in  kings,  I would  by  no  means  exert  as  a private  man,  bia 
would  very  willingly  part  with  it  to  any  miniftcr,  to  whom  hearing 
is  often  dil'agrceable,  or  to  any  fine  woman,  to  whom  it  is  often 
dangerous.  But,  whether  deaf  or  dumb,  blind  or  lame,  for  I am 
come  to  the  jicriod,  at  which  one  has  only  one’s  chance  of  diffe- 
rent ills,  I fliall  lx-  invari.ably  and  fiucerely, 

Yours, 

,C. 

* Wn'iLh  aflually  proved  to  be  the  cafe* 

& 
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LETTER  LXX. 

■ TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  May  19,  O.  S.  175** 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

HIS  goes  to  you  from  a deaf  crippleman,  confined  to  his  bed  or 
his  chair,  for  alwvc  a fortnight  paft.  My  little  black  marc, 
whom  you  have  long  known  to  be  as  (juict  as  any  thing  of  her 
fex  can  be,  wanted  to  <lrink  in  Hyde-park.  ^Xccordingly  I rode 
her  into  one  of  the  little  jxtnds,  ami  in  order  to  let  her  drink  I 
looled  the  V)ridon,  which,  by  her  ftooping,  fell  over  her  hcail.  In 
backing  her  out  of  the  pond,  her  foot  unluckily  engaged  itfelf 
in  the  bridon  ; in  endeavouring  to  get  dear  of  it,  flie  hamiKTcd  berlelf 
the  more,  and  then,  in  a great  faut  de  moKton,  Ihc  fell  backwards, 
and  thre^v  me  w ith  great  violence  alxrut  fix  feet  from  her.  1 pitched 
dirciRly  upon  my  hip-bone,  which,  by  unaccountable  gotxl  fortune, 
was  neither  fraifbuTed  nor  diflocated  ; but  the  mufdes,  nerves,  8cc. 
are  fo  extremely  bmifeil  and  ftrained,  that  to  this  moment,  and  this  is 
the  nineteenth  day,  I feel  fome  pain,  and  cannot  Hand  ujKin  that  leg 
at  all.  This  confinement,  efjKcially  at  this  time  of  the  year,  when 
1 long  to  be  at  Blackheath,  is  not,  as  you  u ill  eaiily  guefs,  very 
agreeable ; and  what  makes  it  ftill  lefs  fo,  is  my  increafing  dcaf- 
nds.  I have  tried  a thoufand  infallible  remedies,  but  all  without 
fiiccefs.  I hope  for  fome  good  from  warm  weather,  for  hitherto  u e 
have  had  none.  But  this  is  more  than  enough  concerning  my 
OAvn  ■ infirmities,  which  I am  of  an  ag6  to  exi>cdf,  and  have  phi- 
lofoithy  cnoug-h  to  Ixjar  without  dejediion. 

I can  much  more  eafily  concciv'e  that  your  affairs  go  on  very 
flowly,  than  I can  that  they  ever  will  lie  finiflied ; but  in  the  mean 
time,  vQUi  cles  bien,  beHe  vflk,  bonne  cbere,  et  belle  fetnme : make 
thg  moll  of  them  all,  enjoy  them  while  you  can,  and  remember 
that  our  pleafures,  efix:ci;dly  our  bell,  lall  tex)  little  a while  to  be 
trifled  with  or  negledled.  As  for  your  bulinefs,  you  and  Mitchell, 
to  wliom  my  compliments,  have  notliing  elfe  to  do,  but  to 
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put  yourfclves  behind  yotir  Dutch  colleagties,  whofe  diftingtiifliing 
talent  is  to  wrangle  tenadoufly  ujx)n  details. 

I do  not  believe  now,  that  a king  of  the  Ronians  will  be  elected 
fo  foon  as  we  thought ; the  court  of  Vienna,  long  accuftoraed  to 
carry  it's  points,  at  the  expence  of  it’s  allies,  and  fenfible  that  we 
syilh  to  bring  this  about,  will  not  contribute  any  thing  to  it.  But 
truly  we  mull  fatisfy  the  cledtors  and  princes,  who  lland  out  ftill, 
and  form  pretenfions,  polTibly  becaufe  they  hope  that  it  wUl  fall  to 
the  fhare  of  England,  who  pays  well,  to  fatisfy  them.  My  young 
traveller  will  therefore,  1 fear,  have  full  time  to  walk  about  Ger- 
many, before  he  has  a call  to  Frankfort.  He  is  now  at  Luneville, 
from  whence  he  goes  to  Straflx)urgh,  and  then  follows  the  couri'e 
of  the  Rhine,  through  Mayence,  Manheim,  Bonn,  &c.  to  Hanover. 

By  his  lall  account  of  the  prefent  Hate  of  P'rance,  the  domeftic 
clilbrders  are  fo  great,  and  promife  to  be  fo  much  greater,  that  we 
have  but  little  to  fear  from  tliat  quarter.  The  king  is  both  hated 
and  definl'ed,  which  feldom  hapjiens  to  the  fame  man.  The  clergy 
are  implacable  upon  account  of  what  he  has  done,  and  the  par- 
liament is  exafperated,  becaufe  he  will  not  do  more.  A Ipirit  of 
licentioufnefs,  as  to  all  matters  of  religion  and  government,  is 
fpread  throughout  the  whole  kingdom.  If  the  neighbours  of 
F ranee  are  wife,  they  will  be  quiet,  and  let  thefe  feeds  of  difeord 
germinate,  as  they  certainly  wiU  do,  if  no  foreign  objcdl  checks 
their  growth,  and  unites  all  parties  in  a common  caufe. 

Having  now  given  you  an  account  of  my  diftemp)ers,  my  philo- 
fophy,  and  my  politics,  I will  give  you  quarter,  which  I can  tell  you 
is  great  lenity  in  me  ; for  a man,  who  can  neither  ufe  his  legs  nor 
his  ears,  is  very  aprt  to  be  an  unmerciful  correfpondent,  and  to 
employ  his  hand  and  eyes  at  the  expence  of  his  friends.  1 dofe 
this  letter,  and  open  a book.  Adieu. 

Yours  affedlionately, 


C, 
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LETTER  LXXI. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


Greenwich,  June  30,  O.  S.  1731. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

SINCE  public  events  were  neither  the  caufc.  nor  the  cement, 
of  our  long  correfpondence,  that  private  friendfliip,  that  be- 
gan, may  e’en  continue,  without  the  afllftance  of  foreign  matter. 
VV'e  will  reciprocally  afk,  and  tell  one  another,  how  we  do,  and 
what  we  do  : if  we  do  little  worth  telling,  which  is  and  will  l>e 
my  cafe,  our  letters  will  be  the  fhorter,  but  not  the  lefs  welcome, 
for  being  only  the  meflengers  of  friendfhip. 

I am  here  in  my  hermitage,  very  deaf,  and  confcquently  alone. 
I read  as  much  as  my  eyes  will  let  me,  and  I walk  and  ride,  as  often 
as  the  worft  weather  I ever  knew  will  allow  me.  D'ailleurs  good 
health,  natural  good  fpirits,  fome  philofophy,  and  long  experience, 
of  the  world,  make  me  much  lefs  dejeitetl  and  melancholy,,  than 
moft  people  in  my  fituation  would  be,  or  than  I fhould  have  been 
myfelf  fome  years  ago.  I comfort  myfelf  with  the  reflection,  that 
I did  not  lofe  the  power,  till  after  I had  very  near  loft  the  delirc, 
of  hearing.  I have  been  long  and  voluntarily  deaf  to  the  voice  of. 
ambition,  and  to  the  noife  of  bufmefs,  fo  that  I lofe  nothing  upon 
that  head  ; and  when  I confider  how  much  of  my  life  is  paft,  and 
how  little  of  it  according  to  the  courfe  of  nature  remains,  I can 
almoft  pcrfuade  myfelf,  that  I am  no  lofcr  at  all.  By  all  this,  you 
fee  that  I am  neither  a dejeCted  nor  a four  deaf  man. 

In  fpite  of  this  cold  and  rainy  weather,  I have  already  eaten  two 
or  three  of  your  cantcloupe  melons,  which  have  proval  excellent, 
and  fome  very  rijic  mufcat  grapes  raifed  in  my  anana  houle,  whk  h 
is  now  ftocked  w ith  African  ananas,  much  fuperior  to  the  American 
ones..  The  growth,  the  education,  and  the  perfeCHon,  of  thei’e 
vegetable  children  engage  my  care  and  attention,  next  to  my  coqx)- 
ral  one,  w'ho  is  now  going  to  Hanover,  and  who  1 hope  will  reward 
all  my  care,  as  well  as  all  my  ananas  have  done. 

Adieu,  my  dear  Da.yroUes.  I am  moft  affectionately  and  truly 


Yours, 


C. 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXXll. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BlacUiCith,  July  14.,  O.  S.  1751. 

XlEAIl  DAYROLLES, 

IMoft  heartily  congratvilate  you  upon  the  fafe  arrival  of  my  god- 
foit,  and  madame  Dayrolles  ujx)n  his  civil  departure  ; but  as 
for  himfclf,  confidering  the  place  he  has  left,  and  that  which  he 
is  come  into,  I fufpend  my  congratulations,  but  molt  fincerely  wilh 
that  he  may  have  grc.-vt  realbn  to  receive,  and  his  friemls  to  make 
him,  thole  congratulations,  threcfcore  years  hence.  When  one  is  in 
the  world,  one  mull  make  the  bell  of  it  ; but,  conlldering  what 
that  bell  is  uix>n  the  whole,  I doubt  it  is  only  making  the  bell  of 
a bad  bargain  : however,  may  that  bell  be  as  gotxl  to  him,  as  it 
ever  has  lieen,  or  can  be,  to  any  Ixtdy  ! « a » « a a * 

A propos,  pray  give  me  credit  for  whatever  is  proper  to  be  done 
with  regard  to  nurfes,  midwives,  8cc. ; and  do  for  me  whatever  you 
arc  to  do  for  man  compere  *. 

I am  very  far  from  refolving  not  to  try  the  Eyndhoven  farmer  + ; 
but  as  all  his  Ikill  can  only  confill  in  a nollrum  or  two,  which 
he  indilcriminately  makes  ufe  of,  I polljxine  that  trial,  till  I have 
lirll  taken  all  regular  Heps  to  no  purpofe.  I have  juft  now  begun 
fumigations,  from  which  I am  promifed  wonders.  Pumping  at 
Bath  is  to  be  the  next  ftep ; and  in  cafe  of  necellity,  even  ele<flrifi- 
cation  is  to  l>e  tried.  For  my  own  p;ut,  I expert  no  confiderable 
relief ; and  rely  much  more  uixin  my  own  temper  and  philofophy 
to  bear  my  misfortune  tolcnibly,  than  I do  upon  any  medicines  to 
remove  it.  I l'u])|X)lc  you  have  leen  your  old  friend  » » »,  who 
made  her  hufband  take  the  route  of  Flanders  to  Paris,  in  order,  as 
Ihe  laid,  to  make  her  court  to  you.  CeJa  ne  fent  pas  fon  vieux 
DayroUcs,  enjin^  vieux,  jeune,  et  belle,  Dayrolles,  fujftez  vans  dix 
mille,  je  Juts  votre  tres  Jidele  ferviteur. 

C. 

♦ The  Ute  duke  of  Kcwcaft’c. 
f Famous  fur  curing  dcafnefi. 
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LETTER  LXXIII. 

T O T U E S A M E.  • I ; , 

Londoo,  Stpt.  15,  1752., 

DEAR  DAYROLLES,  t 

J N the  firft  place  I make  my  compliments  to  my  godfon,  who, 
I hope,  fucks  and  fleeps  heartily,  and  evacuates  pro^terly, 
which  is  aU  that  can  yet  be  defired  or  expected  from  him.  Though 
you,  like  a prudent  father,  I find,  carry  your  thoughts  a great  deal 
farther,  and  are  already  forming  the  plan  of  his  education,  you 
have  IHU  time  to  confider  of  it ; but  yet  not  fo  much  as  people  com- 
monly think,  for  I am  very  fure  that  children  are  capable  of  a cer- 
tain degree  of  education,  long  before  they  are  commonly  thought 
to  be  fo.  At  a year  and  a half  old,  I am  perfuaded  that  a child 
might  be  made  to  comprehend  the  injuftice  of  torturing  flics  and. 
ftrangling  birds  ; whereas  they  are  commonly  encouraged  in  both, 
and  their  hearts  hardened  by  habit.  There  is  another  thing,  which, 
as  your  family  is,  I fuppofe,  conftituted,  may  be  taught  him  very 
early,  and  fave  him  trouble  and  you  expence,  I mean  languages. 
You  have  certainly  feme  French  fervants,  men  or  maids,  in  your 
houfe.  Let  them  be  chiefly  about  him,  when  he  is  fix  or  feven 
months  older,  and  fpeak  nothing  but  French  to  him,  while  you 
and  madame  Dayrolles  fpeak  nothing  to  him  but  Englifli  ; by 
which  means  thofe  two  languages  will  be  ccjually  familiar  to  him. 
By  the  time  that  he  is  three  years  old,  he  will  be  too  heavy  and  ux) 
aftive  for  a maid  to  cany,  or  to  follow  him  ; and  one  of  your  foot- 
men mult  neccITarily  be  appointed  to  attend  him.  Let  that  foot- 
man be  a Saxon,  who  fpeaks  nothing  but  German,  and  who  will 
of  courfe  teach  him  German  without  any  trouble.  A Saxon  foot- 
man cofts  no  more  than  one  of  any  other  country,  and  you  have 
two  or  three  years  to  provide  yourfelf  with  one  upon  a vacancy, 
German  will,  I fear,  be  always  a ufeful  language  for  an  Englilhman 
VoL.  II.  Ddd  to 
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to  know,  and  it  is  a very  difficult  one  to  learn  any  other  way  than 
by  habit.  Some  filly  people  uill,  I am  fure,  tell  you  that  you 
will  confound  the  poor  child  fo  with  thefe  different  languages,  that 
he  will  jumble  them  all  together  and  fpeak  no  one  well  ; and  this 
will  be  true  for  five  or  fix  years  ; but  then  he  %«11  feparate  them 
of  himfelf,  and  fi>eak  them  all  perfectly.  This  plan,  I am  fure, 
is  a right  one  for  the  firft  feven  years ; and  before  the  expiration 
of  that  time,  we  will  tliink  farther. 

My  boy  has  been  a good  while  at  Hanover ; he  kilfed  the  king’s 
hand,  whit  h w'as  all  I exiledicd  or  delired.  Vifage  de  bois,  you 
take  for  granted,  et  e'etoit  dans  les  formes.  But  the  duke  of  New- 
catUe  has  been  moll  exceflively  kind  and  friendly  to  him  ; had 
him  always  to  dine  with  him,  even  en  familie.  »»»«*» 
I am  really  molt  extremely  obliged  to  the  duke  of  Newcaflle,  and 
will  fliew  him  that  I am  fo,  if  ever  I have  an  opportunity.  He 
is  now  gone  to  Brunfwick,  and  from  thence  goes  to  pafs  the  carni- 
val at  Berlin  : he  w ill  kifs  your  hands  at  Bruflcls  in  March  or  April, 
unlefs  an  eleiftion  of  a king  of  the  Roman's  fhould  call  him  to 
Frankfort ; for  I cannot  help  thinking,  notwithftanding  svhat  I 
read  in  the  news-papers,  and  what  you  hint  in  your  lalt,  but  that 
there  w ill  lie  a king  of  the  Romans  ele<5tcd  before  it  is  long.  That 
affair  has  l>een  too  eagerly  and  publickly  ptirfued,  to  be  now  drop- 
ped \\'ithout  ridicule  and  difgrace.  At  bottom,  the  court  of  V ierma 
muft  earncftly  wifli  it,  and  it’s  pretended  indifference  was  merely 
to  throw  the  whole  expence  upon  us.  We  have  been  haggling 
all  tliis  time  about  it  with  the  court  of  Vienna,  which,  I fuppi'lej 
will  at  laft  l>e  prevailed  with  to  do  fomething,  and  we  fhall,  acconb 
ing  to  cultom,  do  all  the  reft.  The  eleilors,  who  are  to  be  paid 
for  it,  as  thole  of  Palatine  and  Cologne,  will  be  paid  in  a few 
ducats,  and  a great  many  guineas. 

I leave  my  hermitage  at  Blackheath  next  week  for  Bath,  where 
1 am  to  bathe  and  ptimp  my  head ; but  I doubt  k is  with  deaf 
people  as  with  poets,  when  the  head  muft  be  pumped,  little  good 
comes  of  it.  However,  I will  try  every  thing,  juft  as  1 take  a chance 
in  every  lottery,  not  expe<fting  the  great  prize,  but  only  to  be 
within  the  poffibility  of  having  it.  My  compliments  to  madame 
Dayrollcs.  Alieu,  mon  cher  enfant.  C. 

LET- 
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L’E  T T E R LXXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Bath,  Oa.  7,  1751. 

BEAR  DAYROLLES, 

"D  EFORE  this  packet  will  reach  you,  another  little  round  packet 
of  mine  probably  wiU;  I mean  Mr.  Stanhope,  who,  by  a letter 
of  the  26th  of  September,  which  I have  juft  received  from  him  from 
Hanover,  acquaints  me,  that  he  is  fetting  out  to  make  his  court  to 
you  at  Bruflels.  I know  your  friendfliip  for  me  too  well  to  want 
any  new  proofs  of  it;  and  therefore  I do  very  ferioufly  infift,  what- 
ever either  your  friendfliip  to  me,  or  your  attention  to  him,  might 
otherwife  make  you  intend,  that  you  do  not  make  him  lodge  in  your 
houfe.  Let  him  be  your  gueft  at  dinner  or  fupper,  as  often  as  you 
pleafe,  but  very  pofitively  no  longer.  A diflipatetl  young  fellow  of 
twenty  is  a very  improper  piece  of  furnimre  in  a regular  family. 
In  fliort,  en  un  mot  comme  en  milk,  all  ceremony  apart,  I will  not 
have  him  lotlge  in  your  houfe.  Au  rejle,  I put  him  entirely  into 
your  hands,  do  whatever  elfe  you  will  witli  him.  Thruft  him  into 
company.  Pray  inform  him  a little  of  the  affairs  of  the  barriere 
and  tarif,  which  are  not  of  a fecret  nature  ; and  inform  me  truly,  and 
de  bonne  foi,  how  you  find  him  now.  Has  he  better  air,  adtlrefs, 
and  manners,  than  when  you  faw  him  laft?  I beg  of  you  to  re- 
primand him  ferioufly  if  he  has  not.  As  being  mine,  look  upon 
him  as  your  own;  as  I fliould  look  uixm  my  godfon  as  mine,  being 
yours,  were  he  with  me,  and  of  an  age  to  be  rebuked  and  repri- 
manded for  his  good.  „ 

I have  been  here  now  Juft  a week,  bliftering,  pumping,  and  drink- 
ing; by  all  which  I think  I have  gained  a little,  though  very  little 
as  to  my  hearing. 

Yours  moft  affectionately, 

C. 
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LETTER  LXXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

B»th,  Oft.  18,  175J. 

DEAR  DAVROLLES, 

’'^OUR  laft  Ictlcr  of  the  6th,  and  my  laft  of  the  loth,  crolTed 
one  another  fomewhcre  upon  the  road,  for  1 received  yours 
four  days  after  I had  fent  mine.  I think.  I rather  gahi  ground,  by 
the  waters  and  other  medicines  : but  if  I do,  it  is  but  flowly,  and  by 
inches.  1 hear  the  perfon,  who  fits  or  ftands  near  me,  and  who 
dirc(5ts  his  voice  in  a limit  line  to  me,  but  I hear  no  part  of  a mixed 
converl'ation,  and  ixmfcquently  am  no  part  of  fociety.  However  1 
bear  my  misfortune  better  than  I believe  moft  other  people  would; 
whether  from  reafon,  philofophy,  or  conftitution,  I will  not  iiretend 
to  decitle.  If  I have  no  very  chearful,  at  leaft  I have  no  melancholy, 
moments.  Boohs  employ  moft  of  my  hours  agreeably,  and  fome 
few  objeifts,  within  my  own  narrow  circle,  excite  my  attention  enough 
to  preferve  me  from  ennui. 

The  chief  of  thofe  objefls  is  now  with  you ; and  I am  very  ^ad 
that  he  is,  bccaufe  I expefl,  from  your  friendfhip,  a true  and  con- 
fidential account  of  him.  You  will  have  time  to  analyfe  him,  and  I 
do  beg  of  you  to  tell  me  the  worft,  as  well  as  the  bell,  of  your  dif- 
oovcrics.  When  evils  are  incurable,  it  may  be  the  part  of  one  friend 
to  conceal  them  from  another ; but  at  his  age,  Avhen  no  defe£l  can 
have  taken  fo  deep  a root  as  to  be  immoveable,  if  proper  care  be 
taken,  the  friendly  part  is  rather  to  tell  me  lus  defeats  than  his  per- 
fetftions.  1 promife  you,  upon  my  honor,  the  moft  inviolable  fe- 
ctecy.  Among  the  defeifts,  that  poflibly  he  may  have,  I knot!'  one 
that  I am  fine  he  has;  it  is,  indeed,  a negative  fault,  a fault  of 
omiftion,  but  Hill  it  is  a very  great  fault,  with  regard  to  the  world, 
1 le  wants  that  engaging  addrel's,  thofe  pleafing  manners,  thofe  little 
attentions,  that  air,  that  abord,  and  thofe  graces,  which  all  confpire  to 
make  that  firft  advantageous  imprclfion  uiwn  people's  minds,  which 
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is  of  fuch  infinite  ufe  through  the  whole  courfe  of  life.  It  is  a fort 

of  magic  power,  which  prcpoffefles  one  at  firft  fight  in  favour  of 
that  perfon,  makes  one  wifli  to  be  acquainted  with  him,  and  partial 
to  all  he  fays  and  does.  I will  maintain  it  to  be  more  ufeful  in 
bufinels  than  in  love.  This  moft  neceflary  vamiflt  w*e  want  tocr 
much : pray  recommend  it  llrongly. 

He  has,  I dare  fay,  told  you,  how  exceedingly  kind  the  dtike  of 
Newcaftle  was  to  him  at  Hanover,  for  he  wrote  me  word  with  tranl- 
ports  of  it.  Fakes  un  peu  vatoir  ce/a,  when  you  happen  either  to 
fee  or  to  write  to  lus  grace,  but  only  as  from  yourfelf  and  hiftorically. 
Add  too,  that  you  obl’crve  that  1 wjis  extremely  affected  with  if. 
In  truth,  I do  intend  to  give  him  to  the  two  brothers  from  their  own,, 
and  have  nothing  elfe  to  afk  of  either,  but  their  acceptance  of  him. 
In  time,  he  may  poffibly  not  be  quite  ufclefs  to  them.  I have  given 
him  fuch  an  educ-ation,  that  he  may  be  of  ufe  to  any  court,  and  1 will 
give  liim  fuch  a provilion,  that  he  fltall  be  a biuthen  to  none. 

As  for  my  godlbn,  who,  1 alTiu'c  you  without  compliment,  enjjys^ 
my  next  warmeft  wifhes,  you  go  a little  too  fall,  and  think  too  far 
beforehand.  No  plan  can  pollibly  be  now  laid  down  for  the  fecoiul 
feven  years.  His  owm  natural  turn  and  temper  muft  be  firft  dif- 
covered,  and  your  then  fituation  will  and  ought  to  tlecide  his  defti- 
nation.  But  I will  add  one  confideration  with  reganl  to  thefc  firft 
feven  years.  It  is  this.  Pray  let  my  gorlfon  never  know  what  a 
blow  or  a whii>j>ing  is,  unlefs  for  thole  things  for  w hich,  were  he  a 
man,  he  would  dcfervc  them;  fuch  as  lying,  cheating,  making  mif- 
chief,  and  meditated  malice.  In  any  of  thofe  calcs,  however  young, 
let  him  be  moft  feverely  whipped.  But  either  to  threaten  or  whip 
him,  for  falling  down,  bepiUing  himfelf,  or  not  ftanding  ftill  to  have 
his  head  comlietl  and  his  face  wallied,  is  a moft  unjuft  and  abrurd 
feverity  ; anti  yet  all  thefe  are  the  common  cattles  of  whipiting.'  This 
hardens  them  to  punifliment,  and  confountls  them  as  to  the  caufes 
of  it;  for,  if  a poor  child  is  to  l>e  whipped  equally  for  telling  a lyc,, 
or  for  a fnotty  nofe,  he  muft  of  courfe  think  them  equally  criminal. 
Rcafon  him,  by  fair  means,  out  of  all  thofe  things,  lor  which  lie 
will  not  be  the  worl'e  man;  and  flog  him  feverely  fur  thofe  things 
only,, for  which  the  law  would  punilh  liim  as  a man. 
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I have  ordered  Mr.  Stanhope  to  pafs  fix  weeks  in  Flanders,  making 
Bruflels  his  head  quartei-s.  I think  he  cannot  know  it  as  he  Ihould 
do  in  lefs  time;  for  1 would  have  him  fee  all  the  confiderable  towns 
there,  and  be  acqu.iintcd  and  faufile  at  BrulTels,  where  there  is  a 
gi-eat  deal  of  good  tompan)',  and,  as  1 hear,  a very  polite  court. — 
F rom  thence  he  is  to  go  to  Holland  for  three  months.  Pray  put 
him  an  fait  of  the  Hague,  wliiclr  nobody  can  do  better  than  you. 
I iliall  put  him  into  Kreuningen’s  hands  there,  for  the  reading,  and 
the  conftitutional  part  of  the  republic,  of  which  I would  have  him 
moft  thoroughly  informetl.  If,  by  any  letters,  you  can  be  of  ufe  to 
him  there,  1 know  you  will.  I would  fain  have  him  know  eveiy 
thing  of  that  country,  of  that  government,  of  that  court,  and  of  that 
jjcoplc,  perfeiRly  well.  Their  affairs  and  ours  always  have  been, 
and  always  will  be,  intimately  blended;  and  I fhould  be  very  forry 
that,  like  nine  in  ten  of  his  countrymen,  -he  fhould  take  Holland  to 
be  the  republic  of  the  feven  ainited  provinces,  and  the  ftates-general 
for  the  fovereign.  Mais  a force  d'etre  fourdje  deviens  bavard,  (deaf- 
nefs  makes  me  loquacious,)  fo  a good  night  to  .you  with  madame 
Dayrolles,  and  I think  that  is  wifhing  you  both  very  well. 

Yours  moft  fincerely, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LXXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  BAYROLLES, 


Bath,  Oa.  J5,  17JI, 


T Have  this  inftant  received  yours  of  the  i yth.  If  you  are  not  par- 
tial  to  what  belongs  to  me,  1 will  hope,  by  your  account,  that 
your  little  friend  is  improved  in  his  air  and  manners  ; there  was  un- 
doubtedly great  room  for  it.  If  he  does  not  divert  himfelf  fo  well 
at  Bruflels,  as  from  the  reputation  of  Bruflc-ls  one  might  expeift,  he 

will 
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will  only  have  the  more  time  to  inform  himfdf  of  the  very  many 
things,  that  he  ought  to  know  relatively  to  Flanders.  I am  as  much 
obliged  to  you  for  your  intentions  to  lotlge  him  in  your  b6tely  as  if 
he  were  adlually  lo<lged  there;  but  I do  fcrioufly  and  earneftly  infill 
that  he  be  not  your  lodger.  When  he  comes  even  to  London,  he 
lhall  not  lodge  in  my  houlc,  though  it  is  full  big  enough  to  hold 
him  : but  youth  and  Ipirits  never  do  well  under  the  lame  roof  with 
age  and  gravity.  Do  not  think  from  this,  that  1 call  you  an  old  fel- 
low. God  forbid ! but  you  u ill  allow  yourfelf  to  be  I'omething  older,, 
and  rather  graver,  than  a boy  of  not  quite  one  and  twenty. 

1 think  1 gain  a little  ground  by  punijiing  my  head,  and  by  ali 
the  other  operations  which  1 undergo  here;  but  it  is  very  little. 
AJifu,  mon  cber  enfant. 

Yours  faithfully, 

C. 


LETTER  LXXVII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  D A Y R O L L E S>. 


Baih,  Oa.  30,  i;sr. 


T Am  very  fure  that  you  are  much  more  concerned  than  I am,  at 
the  accident,  that  happened  between  you  and  marquis  de  Botta, 
relatively  to  my' boy.  My  greatell  concern  arifes  from  the  appre- 
henfions,  that  it  may  poflibly  affc£t  you  at  tliat  formal  court : if  it 
does  not,  there  Is  no  harm  done.  You.  condufted  yourfelf  in  the 
whole  aft'air,  with  all  the  prudence  of  a man  much  lefs  irafcible  than 
you  naturally  are,  efpecially  where  your  friends  are  concerned.  As 
for  the  boy  himfclf,  people  in  his  fituation  mull  fometimes  expeift 
difagreeable  things  of  that  nature  ; and  I have  made  ufe  of  this  in- 
cident in  my  letter  to  him,  to  fhew  him  how  necefiary  it  is  for  him 
to  coujttcrb.alance  this  difadvantage,  by  fuperior  merit  and  know- 
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Ifetlgc.  I Ic  lias  dclired  to  go  again  to  Paris  ; which  1 have  very  wil- 
lingly confented  to,  as  he  is  received  there  in  the  beft  companies,  and 
cmjiloyeil  by  lord  Albemarle  in  the  moft  fecret  correfixindence. — 
This  incident  makes  me  Hill  more  defirous  than  before,  that  the 
duke  of  Newcaltlfc’s  propofal  for  him  may  take  place  (a)  ; which,  to- 
gether with  his  being  in  parliament,  as  he  will  be  in  the  next,  will 
put  an  end  to  all  thefe  difeuffions.  Adieu;  1 have  pelted  you  lately 
with  fo  many  letters,  that  you  will  be  afraid,  for  fome  time,  of 
every  port  from  England. 

Yours  moft  affe£lionately  and  fincerely, 

C. 


LETTER  LXXVII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


Loiuion,  Dec.  14,  1752. 


T Returned  here  yefterday  from  Bath,  the  better  in  my  health,  but 
little  fo  in  my  hearing,  for  the  ftay  I made  there.  The  bathing, 
and  pumping  my  head,  did  me  a great  deal  of  good  at  firft ; but  I 
gradually  loft  w'hat  ground  I had  gained,  and  am  now  juft  as  deaf 
as  when  I w'ent  there.  Thus  deaf,  and  not  having  been  four  and 
twenty  hours  in  town,  you  will  eafily  judge  that  I have  feen  little, 
and  heare<J_  lefs. 

Your  little  friend  and  fervant  is  at  Paris,  where  he  ■Nvill  continue 
three  or  four  months  longer,  and  where  I hope  he  will  learn  more 
manners  and  attentions.  If  I can  get  him  into  this  parliament  for 
any  of  the  vacant  boroughs,  I will;  and  that,  as  you  juftly  obferve, 
will  remove  all  difficulties  : but  I fear  they  arc  all  engaged.  I am 
hurried  at  prefent  by  vifits  and  ceremonies,  though,  thank  God,  not 
by  bufinefs;  fo  muft  abruptly  wiffi  you  all  well,  and  tell  you  that  I 
am  moft  fincerely 

Yours, 

C. 

(a)  The  apmlntment  to  the  place  of  rcfident  at  Venice,  which,  after  all,  the  king  refufed  to 
grant  to  Mr.  Stanhope.  See  Meinoirj,  fefl.  VI. 
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LETTER  LXXIX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 
DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


London,  Fcb»  i6,  1753* 


TT  is  true  that  I have  been  long  lilent,  and  am,  contrary  to  ajftom, 
two  letters  in  your  debt.  I would  have  paid  better,  had  my  fpecic 
been  better,  but  it  is  really  fo  bad,  that  it  would  be  both  impudent 
and  fraudulent  in  me  to  pretend  to  give  it  currency’.  But  lince  you 
will  take  it,  for  the  fake  of  him,  whofe  image  and  infcription  it 
wears,  you  lhall  have  it,  and  with  my  willies  that  it  were  better. 

I grow  deafer  and  confequently  more  iJoU  from  fociety  every  day. 
I can  now  fay  of  the  world  as  the  man  in  Hamlet,  Wbat  is  Hecuba  to 
me,  or  I to  Hecuba  f My  belt  wilhes,  how  ever,  w’ill  attend  my 
friends,  though  all  my  hopes  have  left  me.  1 have  in  vain  tried  a 
thoufand  things,  that  have  done  others  good  in  the  like  cafe,  and  will 
go  on  trying,  having  fo  little  to  lofe,  and  fo  much  to  get.  The 
chapter  of  knowledge  is  a very  lliort,  but  the  chapter  of  accidents  is 
a very  long  one : I w ill  keep  dipping  in  it,  for  fometimcs  a con- 
currence of  unknown  and  unforefeen  circunjftances,  in  the  medicine 
and  the  difeife,  may  produce  an  unexpedled  and  lucky  hit.  But  no 
more  of  myfelf;  that  felf,  as  now  circumftanced,  being  but  a dif- 
agreeable  fubjcifl  to  us  Iwth. 

I am  very  glad  to  hear  that  my  godfon  floujilhes.  I hope  he  is 
very  noify  and  very  adlive,  which,  at  his  age,  are  the  only  fymptoms 
of  health  and  parts.  « 

I lielieve  you  are  not  at  all  forry,  for  in  your  cafe  I know  I lliocdd 
not,  that  your  great  men  have  taken  your  negociations  out  of  yom: 
hands.  It  fecures  you  rainifters  of  a fubordinate  rank  from’  any 
blame,  in  whatfoever  manner  the  negociations  may  be  concluded,  if 
ever  they  are  concluded  at  all.  The  credit  or  the  blame  w ill  be 
theirs,  the  appointments  en  attendant  arc  yours.  Adieu,  my  dear 
Dayrolles.  I am  molt  warmly  and  affetflionately. 

Yours, 

C. 

VoL.  II.  Eee  L E T- 
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LETTER  LXXX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

L«mlon,  Mircli  13,  t753, 

DEAR  D A Y R O L L E S, 

(f  « a » €1  s » ITHINKit  is  very  lucky  for  you  in- 
ferior minifters,  that  thofe  de  la  premiere  volee^  have  taken  the 
work  off  your  hands ; for  the  blame,  which  always  exceeds  the  honor  . 
in  thofe  affairs,  will  be  theirs  too.  A good  tariff,  if  we  can  get  one, 
would  be  a good  thing;  but  for  the  barriere,  I could  wifh  that  there 
were  no  treaty  at  all,  and  that  the  Dutch  would,  as  they  eafily  might, 
make  their  own  interior  barriere  impenetrable,  and  leave  the  care  of 
Flanders  entirely  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  who  would,  in  that  cafe, 
take  care  of  it,  notwithftanding  all  they  give  out  concerning  it,  as 
that  it  is  an  expence  to  them,  and  only  of  ufe  to  the  maritime  powers. 
They  know  the  contrary,  and  they  know  that  it  is  the  fingle  point 
of  union  between  them  and  the  maritime  jx)wers,  a connection, 
which  they  would  be  very  forry  to  lofe.  That  haughty  houfe  ought 
to  be  made  fenfible,  that  the  money  and  the  fleets  of  the  maritime 
j)owers  are  more  neceflary  to  them,  than  their  land  forces  are  to  the 
maritime  powers.  The  late  duke  of  Marlborough,  for  his  own 
private  intereft,  laid  the  foundation  of  our  fubferviency  to  the  court 
of  Vienna.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  the  late  king  carried  it  on  till, 
upon  private  pique  in  the  year  1 7 25,  he  ran  into  the  other  extreme, 
and,  by  the  treaty  of  Hanover,  more  abfurdly  threw  himfelf  into 
the  arms,  and  confequently  into  a dejiendency,  of  the  houfe  of  Bour- 
bon. England  ought  to  be  the  friend,  but  neither  the  flave  nor  the 
bubble,  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria;  we  have  notliingto  fear  but  from 
the  houfe  of  Bourbon. 

Hanover  is  frightened  by  the  king  of  Pruffia's  ordering  an  en- 
campment at  Magdebourg,  which  he  does  only  to  frighten  them, 

* Count,  now  prince  Kaunitz,  and  count  Bcntlnck^  who  repaired  to  firoflcls  upon  this  occafion, 
to  as  little  purpofe  as  tlic  commilTancs. 
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for  he  dares  not  touch  them,  even  Ihould  we  take  one  of  his  Embden 
fhips,  which  I dare  fay  we  lhall  not.  He  is  a great  deal  too  wife  to 
attack  Hanover,  without  being  previoufly  very  fine  of  Ibme  things, 
which  I am  fure  that  he  cannot  be  furc  of.  He  muft  be  fure,  that, 
in  confequence  of  fuch  a mcafine,  the  two  emprefles  will  not  fall 
upon  both  ends  of  his  dominions,  and  he  muft  be  as  fure,  that  France 
will  effeflually  alfift  him.  He  is  fure  of  no  one  of  thefe  things:  he  is 
certainly  an  able  man,  and  therefore  I am  fure  that  he  w'Ul  be  quiet. 

But  what  have  I to  do,  my  dear  Dayrolles,  either  to  talk  or  think 
of  thefe  matters,  which  I long  ago  renounced  by  choice,  and  am 
now  unfit  for  from  necefiity  ? And  what  is  public  life  to  me,  who  am 
cut  off  from  all  the  comforts  even  of  focial  ? This  ix>litical  cxcurfion, 
which  is  un  rejle  de  fbomme  d'affaires,  (the  remains  of  the  man  of 
bufinefs)  puts  me  in  mind  of  Harlequin’s  making  fevcral  palfes  againft 
the  wall,  par  un  rejle  de  bravoure,  (from  a remainder  of  bravery.) 

By  your  account,  madame  de  Mirepoix  has  had  one  fine  night 
on’t : could  I have  fuch  a one  for  ray  ears,  as  flte  has  had  for  her 
whole  head,  1 Ihould  prefer  it  to  the  beft  night  I ever  palfcd  in  my 
life  ; but  lleep  is  now  the  only  bufinefs,  and  the  only  hope,  of  my 
nights.  It  is  my  greateft  comfort,  for  it  banilhes  the  thoughts  of 
my  deafnefs,  and  my  deafnefs  in  return  renders  my  lleep  lefs  liable 
to  interruption. 

Your  little  friend  will  come  here  from  Paris  in  about  a month. 

My  compliments  to  madame  Dayrolles;  and  lay  by  a ftock  of  them 
for  my  godfon,  to  deliver  to  him,  when  he  Ihall  l>e  willing  or  able 
to  receive  them. 

Yours  moft  ;iffc(ftionatcly. 


C. 


E e c 2 


LE  T- 


■Oigiti.;r;d  by  Google 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  II.  LET.  LXXXI.  — LXXXIIl.  397 

ftagnate.  Our  friendfliip  only  can  make  them  either  worth  writing 
or  reading,  and  it  is  U{X)n  that  principle  only  that  this  goes  to  you. 
I hope  it  «ill  find  you,  madamc  DayroUes,  and  my  godfon,  all  well 
I am  lure  I fincerely  wilh  it.' 

I go  next  week,  to  Blacklieath  for  the  whole  fummcr,  if  we  are 
to  have  any,  there  to  read  and  faun  ter  in  quiet.  That  place  agrees 
with  my  health,  and  becomes  my  prefent  fituation.  It  employs  my 
eyes,  my  own  legs,  and  my  horfes  agreeably,  without  having  any 
demand  upon  my  ears,  fo  tliat  I almoll  forget  fometimes  that  1 have 
loft  them. 

e a « arrived  here  laft  Saturday,  but  I have  not  feen  him,  and 
very  probably  fliaU  not ; for  I believe  he  will  not  feek  me,  and  I feck 
nobody.  Some  fay,  that  he  is  come  over  to  tranfadt  great  and  im- 
portant affairs;  but  others  fay,  and  1 have  fome  reafon  to  think  with 
more  truth,  that  he  is  come  parcequ'ilboude,  (becaufe  he  pouts)  and 
threatens  with  retiring  from,  bufinels.  *«*«»»»* 

Good  night. 

Y'ours  fincerely, 

C- 


LETTER  LXXXIIL 
TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


fifackhcAth,  Jbno  az,  1755. 


TT  is  very  true,  that  I am  very  well  in  health ; but  f can  afliire  you 
that  my  deafnefs  is  much  more  than  athicknefs  of  hearing,  and 
that  I am  very  far  from  being  a focial  animal.  I \\  ill  never  be  an 
onfoctal  one,  however,  and  I will  wifli  my  fellow -creatures  as  well 
as  if  I heard  them.  I have  natural  good  fpirits  to  fuppoit  me 
under  this  misfortune,  and  philofophy  enough  not  to  grieve  under 
any,  that  I cannot  remove,  bodily  pain  exceptetl,  of  which,  thank 
God,  1 have  had  as  fmall  a fliare  as  any  body  of  ray  age,  perhaps 
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even  a fmaller.  My  only  fodety  is  the  jierfon,  w ho,  for  the  time 
being,  fits  near  me.  It  is  a great  fatisfadion  to  me  to  reflefl,  that  I 
retired  from  bufinefs  to  the  comforts  of  a quiet  and  private  life, 
before  my  unfortunate  deafnefs  reduced  me  to  the  neceflity  of  doing 
it,  or  it  would  never  have  been  thought  choice,  had  it  been  ever  fo 
tmly  fo,  the  generality  of  mankind  not  having  the  leaft  notion  of 
giving  up  jiower  or  profit.  * ««»»  »»»»» 

I hojx;  my  godfon  and  madame  Dayrollcs’s  fon  will  divert  jrart 
©f  her  grief  for  the  lofs  of  her  father,  and  it  is  her  duty  to  think 
more  of  one,  to  vs  horn  her  attention  is  both  ufeful  and  neceflary, 
than  of  one,  to  whom  all  grief  is  unavailing.  Wife  people  may  fay 
what  they  will,  but  one  pallion  is  never  cured  but  by  another;  grief 
cannot  be  talked  away,  but  it  may  arid  will  be  infenfibly  removed 
]>y  other  objeds  of  one's  attention.  You  fhould,  therefore,  put  my 
gotlfon  much  in  her  way,  and  talk  to  her  conftantly  upon  his  fubjed. 

refle,  your  precaution  about  him  is,  I hope  and  believe,  very  un- 
ncccllary,  though  eventually  very  prudent.  You  will  probably  live, 
•till  he  nill  want  no  guardians.  In  thecourfe  of  nature,  not  to  men- 
tion my  fliattered  conlliuition,  I probably  fliall  not ; but  however,  in 
the  uncertainty  of  events,  I accept  that  mark  of  your  friendlhip  and 
confidence,  which  you  propofe  giving  me,  and  promife  you  in  return, 
that,  Ihould  the  cafe  cxift,  which  I both  hope  and  believe  will  not, 
J will  take  the  fame  care  of  my  godfon,  that  I would,  were  he  my 
own  fon.  But,  as  1 am  utterly  ignorant  of  all  pecuniary  affairs,  I 
could  rather  wifh,  that  you  would  appoint  proper  truftees  for  the 
care  of  liis  fortune,  and  me  only  guardian  of  his  perfon  and 
edtication. 

1 fuppofe  he  now  aims  at  feme  words,  and,  confidering  the  com- 
pofition  of  your  family,  1 fuppofe  in  various  languages;  all  the  better, 
det  him  go  on  with  all  the  languages  of  Babel  if  he  pleafes,  Englifh, 
French,  Flemilh,  and  German,  for  though  he  will  certainly  jumble 
and  confound  them  now,  he  will  as  certainly  debrouiller  them  here- 
after, and  it  will  be  fo  much  clear  gain  for  him,  without  any  trouble. 
Fray  let  him  neither  be  chid  nor  whipjied  for  any  childilh  trick, 
but  referve  chiding  and  whipping  for  his  firft  deliberate  a«ft  of  ob- 
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ftinacy,  falfhootl,  or  ill-nature,  and  then  do  it  to  the  purpofe.  I am 
perluaded  that  a child  of  a year  and  a half  old  is  to  be  reafoned  with. 

The  bill,  which  palled  laft  fellion,  for  the  naturalization  of  the 
Jews,  and  which  was  a very  right  one,  makes  a ftrangc  noife  among 
the  generality  of  the  people  here.  Many  really  think  it,  and  many 
pretend  to  think  it,  calculated  and  intended  for  the  deftrudlion  of 
the  Chriftian  religion  in  this  kingdom,  which  they  tell  you  will  be* 
come  the  new  Jerufalem,  and  be  not  only  inhabited,,  but  governed 
by  the  Jews.  Among  the  thoufand  abfurd  and  Icurrilous  pamphlets, 
letters,  and  advertifements,  that  have  been-publilhed  upon  this  oc- 
calion,  there  has  been  but  one  good  conceit,  and  that  I thmk  has 
fome  humor  in  it.  It  is  an  advertifement  inferred  lately  in  the 
evening  poll,  as  from  a.furgeon,  who  takes  the  liberty  to  inform  the 
public  upon  this  occafion,  tliat  he  has  a.  fine  hand  at  circumcifion  of 
adult  perfons  as  well  as  children,  and  that  he  performs  that  operation 
with  little  {lain  and  no  danger,  to  the  patient,  and  at  the  moll  realbn- 
able  rate. 

From  a hermitage,  this  is,  I think,  a very  long  letter  and  full  of 
news.  You  may  very  probably  think  the  letter  too  long,  and  the 
news  too  old ; but  1 will  conclude  it  with  a piece  of  much  Haler  ami 
older  news,  which  you  have  known  thefe  twenty  years,  that  I am, 

aficiHionately  and  lincercly, 

Yours, 

e. 


LETTER  LXXXIV, 

TO  T-HE  SAME.. 

Blaclihr«h,  Aig.  i6,  1753. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

O U very'  much  over-rate  an  office  of  friendlhip,  which  I both 
hope  and  believe  it  will  never  be  in 'my  power  to  jerform.. 
There  is  little  probability,  1.  had  almoll  faid  poffibility,  that  my 
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lliattcrcd  carcafe,  \vith  twenty  years  more  over  my  head,  Ihould  fur- 
vive  your  ftrong  aud  healthy  conftitution,  in  the  meridian  of  your 
life.  But,  Ihould  the  unaccountable  chapter  of  accidents  determine 
othertvife,  you  may  depend  ujxm  my  taking  all  the  care  of  my 
godfon,  that  his  mother  would  take,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  all 
the  rtrictnefs,  that  a father  ought  to  ufe.  I owe  you  much  more 
than  tlrat,  in  return  for  your  conftant  friendUnp  and  attachment  to 
me,  in  all  times  and  upon  all  occalions,  fince  our  firft  acquaintance. 
With  regard  to  myfelf,  I might  have  added  the  epithet  fingular  ; . 
for  I have  not  met  with  the  fame  return  from  many  others,  for 
whom  I have  tione  much  more.  I forgive  them,  becaufe  it  is  the  ' 
general  way  of  the  world  ; but  then  that  reHedtion  endears  thole 
to  one  the  more,  who  have  virtue  enough  to  deviate  from  it. 

The  good  bilhop  of  Waterford  fingular  too  in  the  goodnefs  and 
tendemefs  of  his  heart,  is  now  here  with  me,  but  fets  out  to-morrow 
for  Ireland.  He  was  charmed  with  yqur  reception  of  him  at  Bruilels. 

He  gives  me  a good  account  of  the  health  and  llrength  of  my  god- 
fon, and  tells  me  what,  begging  your  pardon,  I am  not  fony  to 
hear,  that  the  refcmblancc  of  his  mother  is  predominant.  If  you 
are  angry  at  me  for  this,  complain  to  madam  Dayrolles,  who 
probably  will  not ; and  fo  I fliall  have  one  friend  in  the  family 
flill. 

I lhall  bring  yoiu  little  friend  into  the  next  parliament.  In  the 
mean  time,  I fhall  re-export  him,  for  he  lhall  not  idle  and  faunter 
about  the  town  of  London  next  winter.  He  goes  in  about  three 
weeks,  firft  to  Holland  for  a month  or  lb,  and  from  thence  to  the 
tlnee  eledtoral  courts  of  Bonn,  Manheim,  and  Munich,  where  there 
are  never  any  Englilh,  for  that  is  my  great  objedl.  He  has  conver- 
fed  with  them  but  too  much  in  France,  where  they  now  fwarm. 

As  foon  as  I have  difpatched  him,  I fliall  fet  out  for  Bath,  and 
try  what  a fecond  lioiling  and  piunping  will  do  for  me.  Within 
thefc  laft  tlirce  weeks,  I am  grown  much  deafer,  without  being 
able  to  aflign  any  other  caufe  for  it  than  the  natural  progreflion  of 

* Dr.  Cliciicvix. 
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ills.  II  faut  paiienter ; and  whether  deaf,  dumb,  or  blind,  I fliall 
always  be,  my  dear  DayroUcs, 

Mod  faithfully  yours, 


LETTER  LXXXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  N*ov.  i6, 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

A S I know  that  you  intereft  yourfelf  more  in  what  is  i>erfonal 
to  mydelf,  than  in  what  only  relates  to  others,  I delayetl  an- 
fwering  your  laft,  till  after  my  rcmrn  from  Bath,  when  I could 
give  you  fomc  account  of  myfelf.  It  is  not  fuch  a one,  as  we  could 
wilh,  for  though  the  waters  have  done  a great  deal  of  good  to  my 
general  date  of  health,  they  have  not  done  me  the  lead,  in  the  eflen- 
tial  point  of  deafnefs.  I am  full  as  deaf,  confequently,  full  as  abfurd, 
as  ever.  1 give  up  all  hopes  of  aire ; I know  my  place,  and  form 
my  plan  accordingly,  for  I drike  fociety  out  of  it.  I mud  fupply 
it’s  place  as  well  as  I can,  with  reading,  writing,  walking,  riding, 
gardening,  &c.  though  all  thefe  together  dill  leave  a great  void, 
into  which  wearinefs  and  regret  will  flij),  in  fpite  of  all  one's  endea- 
vours to  banifh  them.  But  enoxigh  of  this  difagreeable  fubjedt. 

Yedcrday  the  parliament  met ; and  the  duke  of  Ncwcadle,  fright- 
ened at  the  groundlefs  and  fenfelels  clamors  againd  the  Jew-bill 
pafled  lad  year,  moved  for  the  repeal  of  it,  aixl  accordingly  it  is 
to  be  repealed. 

Tilings  are  very  quiet  here,  excepting  the  univerfal  dnmkcnncfs 
of  the  whole  people  of  Enghmd,  which  Is  already  begun  by  way 
of  preface  to  the  approaching  elections.  P.u'liament  dock  rifes  ex- 
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trcmely  ; and  one  man,  an  Eaft-IntKa  direflor,  I think,  has  bought 
the  whole  borough  of  » « a,  which  confiils  of  ninety  TOtes,  at  6fty  ’ 
guine;is  a man.  'I  bis,  by  the  way,  is  not  reckoned  a very  dear  bar- 
gain neither.  The  fury  of  this  war  is  chiefly  whig  againft  whig, 
for  the  tories  are  pretty  much  out  of  the  quelhon ; fo  that,  after 
the  new  parliament  lhall  be  chofen,  the  greateft  tlifllculty  uixjn  the 
adminirtration  will  be,  to  find  pafture  enough  for  the  beafts,  that 
thev  muft  feed.  »»<»»*»»»¥*»«« 
My  ])lantation  is  of  a ver>'  different  nature  from  yours,  and  is  all 
confined  to  my  little  fi>ot  of  earth  at  Blackheath,  which  1 now  cul- 
tivate with  as  great  eagernefs,  as  ever  I did  any  other  fpfot  in  my 
life.  I have  turned  my  grccn-houfe  into  a graix;-houfe,  which, 
w'ith  the  help  of  a little  fire,  fupplies  me  with  an  immenfe  quantity 
of  mufeat  grapes,  and  as  ripe  as  I pleafe  to  have  them,  the  climate 
dejxinding  wholly  upon  my  orders.  Thefe  two  little  bits  of  gar- 
den, tels  que  vous  Us  avez  vus,  fupplied  me  laft  fummer  with  a 
fuflicient  quantity  of  the  beft  fruits  I ever  eat.  Such  are  now  the 
quiet  amvtfements  of  yoim  retired,  deaf,  and  infignificant 

Friend  and  fervant, 

C. 


/ 

LETTER  LXXXVI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


IxHulon,  J«n.  I,  I7j4. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

^7"  O U fine  gentlemen,  who  have  never  committed  the  fin  or 
the  folly  of  fcribbling,  think  that  all  thofe,  who  have,  can  do 
it  again,  whenever  they  pleale  ; but  you  are  much  miftaken : the 
pen  has  not  only  it’s  moments,  but  it’s  hours,  it’s  days  of  impotence, 
and  is  no  more  obedient  to  the  will,  than  other*  things  have  l>een 

fince 


Digitized  by  Googl 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK.  II.  LET.  LXXXViLXKXVI.  403 

fincc  the  fall.  Unfucccfsful  and  inefFe<5Iual  attempts  arc  alike  dif- 
agrceable  and  dilgraceful.  It  is  true,  I have  nothing  elle  to  do  but 
to  write,  and  for  that  very  rcafon  perhaps,  I fliould  do  it  ‘worfe 
than  ever ; what  was  formerly  an  aifl  of  choice,  is  now  become  the 
refuge  of  neceflity.  Though  I keep  up  a certain  equality  of  fpirits, 
better  I believe  than  moft  jreople  would  do  in  my  unfortunate  fitua- 
tion,  yet  you  mull  not  fupixjfc,  that  I have  ever  that  flow  of  adlivc 
fpirits,  which  is  lb  neceilary  to  enable  one  to  tio  any  thing  well. 
Beltdes,  as  the  pride  of  the  human  heart  extends  itfclf  beyond  the 
Ihort  fpan  of  our  lives,  all  people  are  anxious  and  jealovis,  authors 
perhaps  morp  fo  than  any  otlrers,  of  what  w'ill  be  thought  and  faid 
of  them,  at  a time  when  they  cannot  know,  and  therefore  ought 
not  realbnably  to  care,  for  either.  Notwithllanding  all  thefe  dif- 
ficulties, I will  confefs  to  you  that  I often  fcribblc,  but  at  the  fame 
time  proteft  to  you  that  1 altuoil  as  often  burn.  I judge  myfelf 
as  imiiartially,  and  I hope  more  feverely,  than  I do  others ; and 
upon  an  appeal  from  mylelf  to  myfelf,  I frequently  condemn  the 
next  day,  what  I had  approved  and  applauded  the  former.  What 
will  finally  come  of  all  this  I do  not  know  ; nothing  I am  fure,  that 
lliall  appear,  while  I am  alive,  except  by  chance  fome  fliort  trifling 
elfays,  like  the  fjiedlators,  uixrn  fome  new  folly  or  abfurdity  that 
may  hapiien  to  flrikc  me,  as  I have  now  and  then  helpetl  Mr. 
Fitz-Adam  in  Iris  weekly  paper  called  the  World. 

The  Irifh  part  of  the  world,  I take  it  for  granted  you  have  heard, 
is  in  the  utmoft  confufion,  and  I now  fear,  and  the  more  Irecaufe  I 
cannot  forefee,  the  confcquenccs  of  it.  The  beginning  of  the  whole 
affair  was  only  the  old  ijuellion,  who  Ihould  govern  the  government ; 
this  produced  violent  jx;rli)nal  piques  and  acrimony,  ami  confequeirt- 
ly  formed,  and  animated,  parties.  wnrile  thefe  parties  avowed 
and  confined  thcmfclvcs  to  pcrfonal  view  s,  it  fignified  little  to  the 
public  which  prevailed,  but  now  the  affair  is  become  national,  and 
confequently  very  ferinus.  The  fpeaker’s  party,  which  is  now , by 
the  ill  management  of  othen?,  lieeome  the  majority  of  the  houfe, 
deny  the  king’s  right  to  the  fiirplufes  of  the  hiflr  revenue,  and  in 
confequence  of  that  principle,  have  rcjc'cletl  a bill  for  the  apjilication 
of  them,  becaul'e  the  council  here  had  inferted,  and  rightly,  in 
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the  preamble  of  the  bill,  thefe  words,  by  and  with  (be  confent  of  bh 
majejly.  It  is  believed,  that  the  houfe  of  commons  will  proceed 
to  fome  perfonal  votes. 

This  only  is  certain,  that  the  duke  of  Doriet  is  making  what  hafte 
he  can  to  come  over  here,  and  will  not,  nor  cannot,  go  back  again. 
Various  fucceflbrs  are  talked  of,  but  1 believe  no  one  fixed.  Some 
talk  of  lord  HoldemelTe,  who  in  that  cafe,  they  fay,  is  to  be  fucceed- 
cd  in  the  fecretary’s  office,  by  the  follicitor  general,  Murray.  Others 
talk  of  lord  Winchelfea,  as  recommended  by  lord  Granville,  and 
this  I think  not  improbable  ; but  fome,  who  go  deeper,  name  the 
duke  of  Bedford,  and  this,  I think,  by  no  means  imixjffible. 

This  is  the  feafon  of  well-bred  lyes  indifcriminately,  told  by  all  to 
all  ; profeffions  and  wiflies  unfelt  and  immeant,  degraded  by  ufe, 
and  profaned  by  falfliood,  are  laviflied  with  profufion.  Mine  for 
you,  Mrs.  Dayrolles,  and  my  goclfon,  are  too  honed  and  fincere  to 
keep  fuch  company,  or  to  wear  their  drefs.  Judge  of  them  then 
yourfelves,  without  my  faying  any  shing  more,  than  that  I am  mod 
heartily  and  faithfully  yours* 

C. 


LETTER  LXXXVIh 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  March  i,  1754* 

DEARDAYROLLES, 

T Have  been  lately  very  ill,  and  am  dill  far  from  being  very  well. 
-*■  My  complaint  w'as  a goutifli  rheumatifm,  or  a rheumatic  gout; 
its  principal  feat  evas  in  my  right  arm,  of  which  I lod  the  ufe  for 
three  weeks,  but  it  vilited  all  the  other  parts  of  my  body  by  turns, 
not  excepting  my  head  and  domach.  The  weather  was  then  fo 
very  cold,  diat  I was  confined  to  my  room  above  a month,  and  great 
part  of  that  time  to  my  bed.  I am  now  free  from  pain,  and  got 
5 abroad. 
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abroad  again,  if  going  chiefly  to  take  the  air  in  my  coach  can  be 
called  going  abroad ; but  what  with  the  diftcmpcr  itfelf,  and  the 
great,  though  necefl'ary,  evacuations,  I am  ftill  very  weak,  and 
extremely  difpirited.  Mats  a quelque  cbofe  mciibeur  ejl  bon,  dit  on, 
for  probably  this  weak  ftate,  joined  to  my  former  dcafnefs,  will 
procure  me  the  plealure  of  feeing  you  and  yours  at  Bruflels,  in 
about  two  months  time.  The  learned  infift  upon  my  going  to 
Aix-la-Chapelle  and  Spa,  tvliich,  they  promife  me,  will  rellore  my 
health  and  fpirits,  and  jterhaps  relieve  my  dcafnefs,  if  it  proceeds, 
as  both  they  and  1 believe  it  does,  from  that  flying  goutifli  humor. 
Were  it  only  to  prolong  the  fag  erul  of  my  tattered  life,  I am 
fure  I would  not  take  the  trouble  of  this  Jouniey  ; but  I undertake 
it  merely  in  the  hopes  of  making  the  remainder  of  my  life,  be  it 
what  it  w'Ul,  more  cafy  and  comfoitable.  If  it  will  but  do  that,, 
it  is  all  1 afk  ; and  for  that  I would  go  any  where.  Pleafures  are 
over  with  me  ; negative  health  and  quiet  are  the  only  remaining 
objedts  of  my  wifltes.  At  this  moment,  I know  that  you  are  allot- 
ting me  a bed-charnber  in  your  houlc,  and  rcfolving  to  write  to 
me  to  infift  uixtn  my  taking  up  my  (piartcrs  there.  But  as  1 am. 
very  fure,  that  thefe  intended  offers  arc  not  the  refult  of  form  and- 
ceremony,  but  of  real  fricndlhip,  I will,  with  the  fame  truth  and 
fincerity,  tell  you,  that  if  you  wotd<l  have  me  eafy,  as  I am  fure 
you  would,  you  muft  let  me  ilcep  at  an  inn  in  Bruflbls.  I will 
breakfaft,  dine,  and  fup  with  you,  anil  i will  make  ufe  of  yonr 
coach  to  carry  me  from  my  inn  to  your  houfe,  for  I will  let  my 
foot  in  no  other,  and  back  again ; but  it  has  been  my  rule  for  thele 
forty  years,  never  to  be  in  a friend’s  houfe,  when  I could  be  at  an 
inn,  it  being  fo  much  more  convenient  to  both.  This  preliminary 
being  thus  fixed,  I hoix:  to  fup  with  you  at  Bruflels-,.  fome  day  of 
the  laft  week  in  April,  becaufe  I would  be  at  Spa  the  firft  week  in 
May,  that  I may  get  away  from  thence  before  the  fafhionable  feafoii 
begins,  which  is  about  the  middle  of  July.  Pray  mention  this 
fcheme  of  iViine  to  no  mortal  living,  becaufe  that,  like  fome  great 
'German  prince,  though  not  for  the  fame  reafons,,  1 willj  as  far  as 
poflible,  keep  the  ftridleft  I have  done  w'ith  the  world- 

and  with  thole  who  are  of  it ; and  any  civilities,,  which  they  might 
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iVill  fliew  me,  would  only  diftrefs  me,  and  make  me  feel  more 
lenfibly  my  inability  of  cither  returning  or  hearing  them.  I know 
comte  «le  Lannoy  and  others  at  Bruflels ; but,  in  my  prefent  fitu- 
ation,  I fliould  drea<l  to  fee  them,  and  I hope  1 fliall  have  all  Spa 
to  myfclf,  and  my  friend  and  do<5tor  Gamier,  who  goes  along  with 
me,  during  our  refidence  there. 

I am  too  much  ifole,  too  much  fecluded  from  either  the  bufy, 
or  the  beau  monde,  to  give  you  any*  account  of  either.  The  ac- 
counts of  my  own  microcofm  I have  given  you;  a feurvy  one 
it  is,  much  fliattered  and  decayed,  but  the  heart,  that  ftill  animates 
it,  is  moll  finccrcly  and  faithfully, 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  LXXXVIIL 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  April  3,  t754* 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

■a  » a » THE  preliminaries  for  our  meeting  at  Bruflels 
have  l>een  fooner  and  better  fettled,  than  thole  for  the  tarif  and 
baiTierc  were.  I am  to  find  myfelf  with  lleep,  and  you  are  to 
find  me  with  every  thing  elfe,  that  is,  you  are  to  treat,  you  arc 
JO  furnilh  the  matter,  and  I am  to  digeft  it  as  well  as  I can. 
^ propos,  this  fuggefts  to  me  a little  coramillion,  which  you  mull 
allow  me  to  trouble  you  witli.  I fliall  not  carry  my  cook  with  me 
to  Spa,  both  for  my  own  fake  and  his.  He  is  a very  good  cook  ; 
but  as  he  has  no  fettled  averfion  to  drinking,  he  would  find  bad  wine 
and  bad  company  very  cheap  there,  and  be  fpoiled.  Befides  he  would 
tempt  me  with  things  which,  as  I am  refolved  not  to  eat  of,  I am 
determineti  not  to  fee,  while  I am  at  Spa.  J wifli  therefore,  that 
3’ou  could  find  me  at  Bruflels  an  humble  marmitou,  tournebroebe, 
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or  other  animal,  who  could  roaft  and  boil  decently,  and  dauothing 
more.  If  you  can  find  inch  a being,  pray  engage  him  for  me,  at  fo 
much  certain  a week,  including  wages,  board  wages,  and  every 
thing,  from  the  30th  of  this  month.  As,  in  going  to  Spa,  I lliall 
llay  but  one  whole  day  and  two  nights  at  Bruffels,  I think  I need 
not  take  any  other  name  for  privacy’s  fake.  For  let  who  will  know 
of  my  arrival,  as  to  be  furc  comte  Lannoy  muft,  ne  bougeant  de 
cbez  vous  je  ferai  a I'abri  des  vijiles,  (not  fiirring  from  your  houfe 
I fliall  cfcapc  vifits.) 

You  have  heard,  no  doubt,  of  the  very  many  removes  at  court, 
occafioned  by  Mr.  Pelham’s  death,  more,  I believe,  than  were  ever 
made  at  any  one  time,  unlefs  in  a total  change  of  minillry,  which 
is  by  no  means  the  cafe  at  prefent,  the  power  l)eing  continued,  and 
- in  my  opinion  more  fecurcly  than  ever,  in  the  fame  hands.  I 
will  not  therefore  repeat  to  you  what  you  have  already  found  in 
the  ncws-pajxirs,  and  the  office  letters.  Still  Icfs  will  I trouble  you 
with  the  millions  of  abfurd  reafonings,  and  fjieculations,  of  the 
uninformed,  and  almoft  always  miitaken,  volunteer  politicians. 
But,  when  we  meet,  I w ill  tell  you  the  few  things,  that  have  acci- 
dentally come  to  my  knowledge;  and  that  I have  reafon  tt)  believe 
are  true.  This  in  the  mean  time  is  certain,  that  the  parliament  w ill 
l)e  difiblved  next  Saturday,  and  that  the  writs  for  the  new  one 
will  be  iffued  on  the  Tuefday  follow  ing,  the  9th.  After  w Inch  day, 
till  forty  tbys  afterwards,  you  may  depend  uiK>n  it,  that  much  the 
greater  part  of  this  kingdom  will  be  unintermptedly  dnink.  My 
lx)T  will  be  chol'en  without  the  leaft  opixjfition  or  trouble.  « <i»- 
It  was  abfolutely  necelfary  for  him  to  be  in  parliament.  He  is  now 
at  Manheim,  and  is  to  come  to  me  at  Spa,  from  whence,  in  our 
return  to  England,  he  will  kifs  your  hands  at  Bruflels.  1 flatter 
myfclf  that  he  will  do  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  where  les  wauiercs^ 
ies  attentions,  ct  Us  graces,  are  by  no  means  the  mofl  ucxelfiu'y 
<jualifications.  Uootl  night. 


Yours  moft  faithfully, 


C. 


. LET- 


lord  CHESTERFIELD'S  -LETTERS 


LETTER  LXXXIX. 


ro  THE  SAME. 


London,  April  23,  1754. 


DEAR  D A Y R O L L E S, 


I ailfwer  Mrs.  Dayrolles’s  compliment  as  a fine  gcn- 
^ ’ tleman,  I would  tell  her  that  prudence  forbids  me  to  ftay  more 
than  one  day  at  Bruflels,  that  more  would  be  too  dangerous,  and  that 
even  the  recovery  of  my  health  would  not  make  me  amends  for  the 
lofs  of  my  lilxirty.  But  to  anfwer  more  in  charadler,  that  is  as  a deaf 
old  fellow,  1 mull  tell  her  the  truth,  which  is,  that,  loving  eafe  and 
quiet  as  I do,  I tranfport  myfelf  with  as  much  unwiUingnefs  as  any 
convidl  at  the  Old  Baily  is  tranfixarted,  and  I prefer  it  only  as  the 
leller  evil  of  the  two.  My  ftay  abroad  will  confcquently  be  as  fttort 
as  my  health,  the  obje£l  for  which  I go,  will  iwffibly  allow,  for  I 
confcfs  that  my  impatience  to  return  to  my  cell  at  Blackheath  is 
extreme;  and  I mull  be  there  by  the  middle  of  July  at  fartheft.— 
Formerly  I did  not  much  diflike  the  Tartar  kind  of  life,  of  camping 
from  place  to  place,  but  now  there  is  nothing  that  I diflike  fo  much. 
Moreover  I can  aflltre  you,  that  both  Mrs.  Dayrolles’s  lungs  and  yours 
will  have  had  cxcrcife  enough  in  one  day,  with  a deaf  man,  to  be 
very  willing  to  part  with  liim  the  next.  To  bring  things  as  near 
predfion  as  I can,  I w ill  tell  you,  that  I fliall  leave  London  next 
Sueday  morning,  and  confequently  be  at  Dover  that  night.  From 
thence  it  is  probable  that  I lhall  get  to  Calais  fome  time  the  next 
<lay,  and  from  Calais,  it  is  certain  that  it  is  at  moll  three  days  jotiniey 
to  Bruflels ; fo  that  in  all  likelihood  I fliall  get  there  on  Thurfday, 
and  the  very  moment  I do  get  there,  I fliall  pay  my  duty,  as  due,  to 
the  Britifli  mlnifter. 

I had  almoll  forgot  to  trouble  you  with  another  little  commillion, 
though  a iieceflary  one : it  is  to  engage  a valet  de  place  for  me,  to 
go  with  roe  from  Bruflels  to  Spa,  and  to  ferve  me  during  my  ftay 
there,  and  till  my  return  to  BruflTels,  at  fo  much  a day  certain  for 
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wages,  board-wages,  rags,  &c.  There  are  always  fuch  animals  to 
be  had,  and  I need  not  have  troubled  you  with  fo  frivolous  a com- 
miflion,  but  that  I would  much  rather  have  one  who  will  not  rob  me, 
than  one  who  will ; and  fome  of  your  fcrvants  are  more  likely  to 
procure  me  fuch  a one,  than  the  people  at  the  inn.  I (hall  tire  yon 
fo  foon  with  my  company,  that  I will  fpare  you  in  writing,  and  bid 
you  abruptly  good  night. 


LETTER  XC. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


Sp«,  June  4,  1754. 


T Am  perfuaded  that  lord  Holdcmefle’s  (Hence  was  merely  accidental, 
and  not  intended  as  a civil  refufal  of  your  rcqiicft,  which  I dare 
fay  will  appear,  by  his  anfwer  to  your  jirivate  letter.  In  that  cafe, 
I (hall  have  the  plcafure  of  feeing  you  here.  ««»»*« 
If  you  come  you  (liall  have  excellent  beef  and  mutton,  and  evei7 
thing  elfe  extremely  bad;  for  thefc  are,  as  lord  Foppington  fays, 
a molt  barbarous  race  of  i>eople,  (lap  my  vitals ! Moll  of  the 
nccclTarics  and  convcniencies  of  life  are  abfolutely  unknown  to 
them ; one  llrong  inftance  of  this  is,  that  the  old  invention  of  a pair 
of  bellows  has  never  yet  been  heard  of,  in  the  principality  of  Liege, 
but  inllead  of  it  a maid,  with  an  exceeding  (Irong  breath,  as  you  will 
cafily  believe,  blows  the  fire,  through  the  broken  barrel  of  an  old 
gun. 

Ten  thoufand  thanks  ami  compliments  from  me  to  Mrs.  Dayrollcs, 
for  the  trouble  (lie  has  taken  to  execute  thofe  commiHions  herfelf, 
which  I only  intended  for  her  maid.  My  lienedidtion  to  my  godfon, 
and  my  (incere  fentiments  of  love  and  fricnddiip  to  yourfclf ; and  fo 
good  night. 

VoL.  II. 
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LETTER  XCr. 

TOTHESAME. 

Spa,  June  u,  tjs4- 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

OTH ING  is  changed  in  my  arrangement  as  to  this  place,  and  I 
^ believe  you  are  very  fure  that  nothing  is,  as  to  my  defirc  of 
feeing  you  here  or  any  where.  I will  complete  my  two  months, 
however  unwillingly,  in  this  deteftable  place,  that  1 may  have  nothing 
to  reproach  myfelf  with  when  I leave  it,  which  will  be  alxjut  the 
17th  or  18th  of  next  month.  You  fhall  have  good  beef  here,  and 
fupcr-excellent  mutton,  one  intire  Iheep  weighing  but  fix  and  twenty 
pounds.  You  fliall  alfo  have  admirable  champaign  and  rhenifli ; 
every  tiling  elfe  is  as  deteftable  as  the  place  or  the  company.  * * » « 
, Pray  make  my  compliments  to  my  old  and  good  friend  your  aunt, 
and  to  all  others  at  the  Hague,  who  may  chance  to  remember  and 
enquire  after  fo  infignificant  a being  as 

Your  faithful  feri'ant, 

C. 


LETTER  XGIL 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BlacKlieatU,  Aug.  i,  1754^. 

DEAR  DATROULES^ 

. A Thoufand  thanks  to  you  and  Mrs.  Dayrolles,  for  your  kind  and 
friendly  reception  at  Bmftels,  and  your  company  at  Spa.  As 
thofe  fentiments  are  the  firft  in  my  mind,  my  firft  letter  from  Eng- 
Vtnd  lhall  convey  them. 

' ■ . My 
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My  journey  home  \vould  have  been  as  good  as  I could  liave 
wilTicd,  had  I not  been  immediately  preceded  by  lord  and  lady  Car- 
digan, who,  tr.avelling  with  fix  and  thirty  horl'es,  Ibmetimes  left  me 
none,  but  at  belt  tired  ones.  However  I fcrambled  to  Calais  about 
noon  on  Sunday,  where  1 found  the  wind  diredlly  contrary,  but 
]X)Iite  enough  to  change  exactly  at  the  time  I wanted  it  the  next 
morning,  and  to  waft  me  to  Dover  in  lefs  than  five  hours.  From 
thence  I let  out  for  my  hermitage,  and  arrived  here  on  Tuefday 
evening,  fafe  and  found,  my  cars  excepted.  This,  I find,  is  my 
proper  place ; and  1 know  it,  which  people  feldom  do.  I converfe 
with  my  equals,  my  vegetables,  which  I found  in  a fiourifliing  con- 
dition, notw'ithftunding  the  badnefs  of  the  weather,  which  has  been 
full  as  add  and  wet  here  as  we  had  at  Spa.  I wifli  I could  fentl  you, 
fome  of  my  pine-apples,  which  are  large  and  excellent ; but  w'ithout 
magic  that  cannot  l>e  done,  and  I have  no  magic.  Contentment  is 
my  only  magic,  and,  thank  Goil,  I have  found  out  that  art,  which  is 
by  no  means  a black  one. 

I have  neither  heanl  nor  afked  tor.news ; and  fliall  certainly  tell 
you  none,  when  I tell  you  that  1 am  moll  faithfully  and  affet^Iionately 

Yours, 

' C. 


J.  F.  T T E R XCIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Sl;u.LlK-ilh,  Srji;.  i;54. 

DEARDAYROLLES, 

^OUl.D  my  letters  be  lefs  dull,  they  fliould  1)C  more  frequent; 
(j  but  what  tan  a deaf  vegetable  write  to  amufe  a live  man  with  ? 
Deaf  and  dull  are  nearer  related  than  deaf  and  duntb.  This,  though 
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LETTER  XCIV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLF.S, 


London,  Dec.  17,  1754. 


T Received  your  laft,  while  at  Bath,  from  whence  I arrived  here  a 
few  days  ago.  'I'he  waters  did  me  a great  deal  of  good,  as  to  my 
general  Rate  of  health,  but  I grow  deafer  and  deafer  every  day,  by 
the  natiual  progreflion  of  all  ills  with  age.  As  I know  my  ill  to  be 
incurable,  I bear  it  the  Ijetter,  from  a philofophy  of  my  own,  very 
different  from  molt  other  people’s ; for  while  I have  both  hopes  and 
fears,  I am  anxious,  but  when  I have  no  hojxrs,  I take  my  party  and 
am  ealV.  »»»»»»»»*«<(«*** 

I have  now  a moft  imixirtant  commilTion  to  trouble  you  with,  it 
is  no  lefs  than  to  receive  eighteen  thoufand  pounds  fterling  for  me 
at  Bruflels  ; that  is,  when  the  lottery  there  fliall  be  drawn,  in  which 
I have  three  tickets.  One  of  them  is  unqueftionably  the  great  prize.- 
The  numbers  of  my  thrc*e  tickets  are  66694,  66695,  66696.  I 
think  I am  very'  modeft  in  only  defiring  one  prize  in  three  tickets. 
It  is  true  that  it  is  the  threat  one,  but  then  I leave  y'ou  the  five  or  fix 
next  beft,  which  are  more  than  etjuivalent  to  mine;  and  as  all  the 
drawing  tlei>ends,  I prefume,  upon  you  aitd  Col)entzel,  I hope  you 
will  t.ake  tiirc  of  youifelves  and  y'our  friends.  If  you  chufc  to  have 
the  great  prize  for  my  goclfon,  I will  give  it  up  to  him,  but  to  no- 
body elfe.  In  all  events,  pray  have  my  abovementioned  numlrers 
examineil,  after  the  drawing  of  the  lottery,  and  let  me  know  my 
gootl  or  ill  fortune.  I ihall  bear  either  with  great  moderation. 

Our  miniffcrial  affairs  here  arc  ftill  in  great  confufion.  It  is  faid, 
they  w ill  be  fettled,  during  the  recefs  of  the  parliament  at  Chriftmas ; 
but  if  they  Ihould,  which  I much  queliion,  that  fettlement  will,  in 
my  opinion,  by  no  means  be  a lafting  one.  It  would  take  up  reams 
of  jiapcr  to  relate  to  you  the  various  rcqxirts  and  conjedtures  of  our 
fpcculativc  politicians  here,  and  therefore  I will  only  give  you  my 
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own  fliort  conjcdurc,  uixni  what  little  I fee  and  hear  myfelf.  1 
think  I fee  every  thing  gravitating  tu  Fox’s  center,  and  I am  pcr- 
fua<led  that  in  fix  months  time,  he  will  be  the  miniller. 

My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Dayrolles;  et  adieu,  tnon  cber  ami. 


LETTER  XCV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Feb.  4,  175^. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

Tr\E.\F  men  and  dead  men  differ  very  little  except  in  onoixiint, 
which  is,  that  letters  from  the  dead  would  be  very  curious,  and 
probably  very  inftruiSlive;  whereas  thofe  from  the  deaf  mull  nc- 
ceffarily  be  very  dull.  Were  1 dead,  and  allowed  to  write,  you 
Ihould  hear  from  me  much  oftener,  as  my  letters  would  be  like  thofe 
of  the  raiffionary  Jefuits,  curieufes  et  edijiantes{a'),  and  well  worth 
the  portage,  though  it  would  probably  be  anifidcrable,  car  il  v a bkn 
kin  de  ce  pah-la,  (as  the  dillance  is  great.)  ^ But  being  only  deaf, 
crazy,  and  declining,  I Confidcr  Ixith  your  time  and  your  purle, 
which  would  be  but  ill  employed  in  reading,  and  paying  for,  fuch 
letters  as  mine. 

Notwithftunding  my  ftate  of  ignorance  and  (blitude,  I tlare  fay  you 
will  ex|x;cl  fome  news  from  me,  now  that  you  read  every  day,  of  Htting 
out  great  fleets,  and  railing  additional  troops.  It  is  tnie,  that  we  .are 
equipping  a very  great  fleet,  which  is  to  be  commanded  by  lord  Anfon, 
and  three  other  adiliirals ; and  wc  arc  raifmgforac  regiments  of  marines, 

{a]  Tbcfc  arc  occafional  account,  of  ilic  tranfaflions  of  the  jefuit.  ftnt  out  different  parts 
©f  ihe  world,  for  ibe  convcrTion  of  tbc  heathen  ro  tht'xr  Chriftian  religion,  which  ufed  to  be  pol> 
lifhed  in  French  at  Paris  anJconllR  ot'aiiout  forty  volumes  in  oflavo.  AiniJll  an  immense  quantity 
of  trani,Roriescf  wonderful  events,  cna*miutm  ot  theimdand  addid's  iniraties  pcrfonned,diriften* 
ings  by  tiedtliof  ipfacis  and  dying  people,  of  their  I'ufleriogs,  pcrfccutioiu,  Ac.  a good  deal  of  infor- 
mation, alx>ut  the  natural  hiRory  of  the  countries  u ueli  a>  the  maimers  and  cliara£^crs  of  lix 
mhal)iunts,  may  be  picked  up  fromtiKle  rciatious. 
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in  order  to  man  it,  which  otherwile  we  found  that  we  amici  not. 
From  all  thd'e  warlike  preparations,  the  public  is  com i need  that  we 
lhall  have  a war;  but  I am  by  no  means  lb.  I cannot  fee  that  it  is 
the  intcreft,  nor  can  I believe  that  it  is  the  inclination,  of  France,  at 
this  time,  to  bring  on  a general  war;  and  1 am  very  fure  that  we  are 
abfolutely  unable  to  fupport  one.  I am,  therefore,  perfu.ade.l,  that 
we  are  reciprocally  endeavouring  to  intimidate  each  other,  and  that 
all  this  levee  de  bouclier  (bluftering)  will  end  quietly  in  referring  our 
American  difputes  to  commilTaries  de  part  et  tf  autre.,  who  will  dec  ide 
and  fettle  them,  much  about  the  time  that  the  tarif  and  the  barriere 
lhall  be  finally  clctcmtincd.  Should  wc  really  come  to  hollilitics  in 
America,  with  advantage  on  our  part,  monfibur  de  Maillebois  would 
very  probably  make  another  journey  to  lower  Saxony;  in  which  cafe 
a fccond  neutrality  would  be  too  dangerous  either  to  accept  or  refute, 
which  is  another  rcafon  why  I think,  that  the  dilemma  will,  if 
poflible,  1)C  avoided.  And  Indeed,  ujxin  tlie  whole,  I willi  it  may, 
confidering  our  national  debt,  and  the  two  very  fore  places,  which 
we  have,  in  lower  Saxony  and  the  highlands  of  Scotland.  Another 
little  circrtmftancc,  wliich  feems  to  favour  my  pacific  opinion,  is  the 
late  hafty  nomination  of  lord  Hertford  to  tire  French  embafly, ' and, 
the  hurry  he  is  in  to  go  there.  A Frenchman  who  is  now  here,  le 
comte  d'Eftaing,  fakl  the  other  day,  Pardieu,  mejfieurs,  ce  feroit  bien 
ridiade  de  faire  cajfer  la  tite  d dix  milk  homines  pour  quelques  douzaines- 
de  chapeaux,  (it  would  be  abfurd  to  have  ten  thoufand  men  knocked 
on  the  head  for  a few  dozen  of  hats,)  alluding  to  the  caftors  of  North 
America. 

The  earl  of  Briftol  is  apperinted  envoy  to  Turin,  to  watch  the 
motions  of  that  court,  in  the  room  of  the  carl  of  Rochford,  who  is. 
fent  for  home  to  receive  the  gold  key. 

In  parliament,  things  go  very  quietly  this  feflion.  Fox  has  evi- 
dently the  lead  there.  Mr.  Pitt  rather  hints,  than  declares,  oppo- 
fition.  Legge  is  difeontented,  but  filently  fo.  The  parliament  is 
to  be  prorogued  at  cafter,  and  his  majefty  will  fet  out  for  Hanover 
the  clay  aftenvards.  He  is  to  be  attended,  as  I am  informed,  only 
by  Sir  Thomas  Robinlbn. 


4i6  lord  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERSI 

For  un  rcclus,  un  folitaire,  un  four d,  1 think,  I have  given  you  a 
great  deal  of  news;  at  leaft  I am  furc,  I have  given  you  all  I have, 
and  no  man,  you  know,  can  do  more. 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  XCVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  May  2,  1755* 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T HAT  can  a deaf  hermit  write  ? The  repetition  of  my  affedlion 
^ ^ and  friendfliip  for  you  would  be  as  dull,  as  I am  perfuaded  it 
would  be  unneceflary ; you  are  eitlier  convinced  of  them  already,  or 
you  never  will  be  fo.  Would  you  have  news?  Mine  is  always  ftale, 
and  though  1 was  the  introducer  of  the  new  ftyle,  in  aU  thofe  matters, 
I go  by  the  old,  and  am  at  leaft  eleven  days  behind-hand. 

I could  tell  you,  but  I will  not,  that  the  king  failed  from  Harwich 
laft  Monday,  but  I can  tell  you,  and  will,  that  the  duke  of  Cumber- 
land and  Mr.  Fox  are  appointed  of  the  regency;  the  confequence  of 
which  new  meafure,  I prefume,  you  can  tell  yourfelf.  Peace  and 
war  feem  yet  fo  rmcertain,  that  nobody  knows  which,  to  expedl.— 
The  people  in  general,  who  always  with  whatever  they  have  nor, 
wifli  for  a war;  but  1,  who  have  learned  to  be  content  with  whatever 
1 have,  wifli  for  the  continuation  of  jieace.  My  country-folks  think 
only  of  the  new  world,  where  they  cxpedl  to  conquer,  and  perhaps 
will,  but  I cannot  lielp  dreading  the  contrecoup  of  thofe  triumphs  in 
the  old  one.  1 have  ninety-nine  reafons  againft  a land  war  in 
Euroiie ; the  firft  of  which  being  that  we  are  not  able  to  carry  it  on, 
1 will  not  trouble  you  with  the  others. 

% You 
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Y6u  have  cert.iinly  heard  of,  and  probably  feen,  » » extraor- 

dinary motion  which  he  made  in  the  houle  of  lords,  jnll  before 
the  riling  of  the  parliament,  when  it  could  not  pollibly  have  any 
good  effedt,  and  muft  neceflarily  have  fome  very  bad  ones.  It  was 
an  indecent,  ungenerous,  and  malignant  queftion,  wdiich  I had  no 
mind  lliould  either  be  put  or  debated,  well  knowing  the  abfurtl  and 
improjier  things,  that  would  be  faid  Ixjth  for  and  againft:  it,  and 
therefore  I moved  the  houfe  to  adjourn,  and  fo  put  a quiet  end  to 
the  whole  afiair.  As  you  will  imagine  that  this  was  agreeable  to 
the  king,  it  is  fuppofed  that  I did  it  to  make  my  court,  and  people 
are  impatient  to  fee  what  great  employment  1 am  to  have,  for  that 
I am  to  have  one'  they  do  not  in  the  leaft  doubt,  not  having  any 
notion  that  any  man  can  take  any  ftep,  without  fome  view  of  dirty 
intereft.  I do  not  undeceive  them.  I have  nothing  to  fear,  I have 
nothing  to  afk,  and  there  is  nothing  that  I will  or  can  have.  Re- 
tirement was  my  choice  feven  years  ago  : it  is  now  become  my  ne- 
cefhu'y  refuge.  Blackheath,  and  a quiet  confcience,  arc  the  only 
objedls  of  my  cares.  What  good  I can  do  as  a man  and  a citizen, 
it  is  my  duty,  and  lhall  be  my  endeavour,  to  do;  but  public  life 
and  I,  we  are  parted  for  ever. 

To-morrow  I go  to  Blackheath  for  the  whole  fummer,  if  we  have 
one.  That  little  hermitage  fuits  beft  with  my  inclinations  and 
fituation;  it  is  there  only  that  I do  not  find  myfclf  deplace.  My 
little  garden,  the  park,  reading  and  writing,  kill  time  there  tolerably; 
and  time  is  now  my  enemy. 

My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Dayrolles.  My  godfon,  I fuppofe,  by 
this  time,  chatters  a Babel  language  of  Englifii,  French,  and  Fle- 
mifli : fo  much  the  better,  c'ejl  autant  de  gagne,  et  avec  fdge  il  de~ 
brouillera  ce petit  ebaos,  (it  is  clear  gain,  and  in  time  he  will  unravel 
that  little  chaos.)  Good  night. 

Yours  faithfully, 

' C. 

VoL.  II.  H h h L T- 
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LETTER  XCVTI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Blackbcaili,  July  lO,  175$. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T T was  my  ennui,  and  not  my  amufcments,  could  I now  have 
any  ! that  occafioncd  my  long  filcncc  ; deiiend  ujx)n  it,  nothing 
elfc  could  or  fliould.  I break  d;iily,  my  friend,  both  in  Ixxly  and 
mind,  their  union  being  very  intimate.  Spirits  confequently  fail, 
for  they  are  the  refult  of  health,  and  I cannot  fay  that,  fmee 
I am  here,  I have  had  three  days  together  uninterrupted  health. 
Sometimes  ftrong  returns  of  my  inveterate  giddinelles,  fometimes 
convulfive  diforders  in  my  ftomach,  always  languor,  weaknefs, 
and  liftlelTnefs.  I find  that  I am  got  half-way  down  hill,  and  then 
you  know  the  velocity  increafes  very'  confiderably.  But  what  is 
to  be  done  ? nothing  but  patience.  Whatever  the  pureft  air,con- 
ftant  moderate  exercife,  and  ftritfl  regimen  can  do,  1 have  here ; 
but  they  ferve  only  to  prolong,  for  a little  time,  an  irkfome  fitua- 
tion,  which  my  reafon  tells  me,  the  fooner  it  is  ended,  the  better. 
My  deafnefs  is  extremely  increafed,  and  daily  incrcafing ; this  cuts 
me  wholly  off  from  the  fodety  of  others,  and  my  other  complaints 
deny  me  the  fociety  with  myfelf,  which  I propofed  when  I came 
here.  1 have  brought  down  with  me  a provifion  of  pens,  ink,  and 
paper,  in  hojics  of  amufing  myfelf,  and  jierhaps  entertaining  or 
informing  jiofterity,  by  fome  hifiorical  trails  of  my  owm  times,  which 
I intended  to  write  with  the  ftriilell  regard  to  truth,  and  none  to 
perfons ; myfelf  not  excepted.  But  I have  not  yet  employed  my 
pen,  becaufe  my  mind  refufed  to  do  it’s  part ; and  in  writing,  as 
well  as  in  other  performances,  whatever  is  not  «lone  with  fpirit  and 
defire,  will  be  very  ill  done.  All  my  amufements  are  therefore 
reduced  to  the  kUe  bufinefs  of  my  little  garden,  and  to  the  reading  of 
iille  books,  w'here  the  mind  is  feldom  called  ujxjn.  Notwithftand- 
ing  this  unfortunate  fituation,  my  old  philofophy  comes  to  my 
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alTiftance,  and  enables  me  to  rejnilfe  the  attacks  of  melancholy,  for 
I never  have  one  melancholic  moment.  I have  feen  and  apprail- 
ed  every  thing  in  its  true  ligll.'^,  ."uul  at  its  intrinfic  value.  While 
others  are  outbidding  one  another  the  auilion,  exulting  in  their 
acqiulkions,  or  grieving  at  their  dit’apixhntments,  lam  eaiy,  both 
from  rcfledlion,  and  exjiericnce  of  the  futility  of  all  that  is  to  be 
got  or  loft. 

But  treve  de  refleelions  morales,  (too  much  of  moral  reflexions). 
A man  may  be  too  fober  as  well  as  too  drunk  to  go  into  company, 
and  his  pliilofophical  refleXions  may  be  as  troublefome  in  one  calc, 
as  his  extravagancy  in  the  other. 

Well  then  ; we  will  hojie,  you  wannly  and  I coolly,  that  great 
things  are  referved  for  us  in  the  fifth  and  laft  clafs  of  this  lottery, 
but  if  fortune  will  take  my  advice,  though  ladies  are  feldom  apt  to 
take  the  advice  of  old  fellows,  flic  will  transfer  wliatcvcr  flic  intend- 
ed to  you  or  me  to  my  gotllon. 

• The  prefent  fituation  of  neither  peace  nor  wai‘  is,  to  be  furc,  very 
unaccountable,  and  I cannot  help  fearing,  that  we  fliall.  be  the 
dujies  of  it  at  laft.  Surely  we,  I mean  our  minifters,  ought  to 
have  known,  before  this  time,  which  of  the  two  the  French  really 
intended,  and,  if  they  meaned  pieace,  to  have  had  it  concluded, 
or,  if  they  meaned  war,  to  have  given  them  the  firft  blow  at  fea ; 
for  if,  inftcad  of  that,  you  give  them  time  to  augment  their  ma- 
rine, while  you  keep  yours  at  an  immenfe  and  ulelefs  expence,  I 
believe  they  w ill  be  more  expUcit  with  you  next  year.  The  clamor 
at  our  inaXion  is  univerl'al  and  prcxligious,  people  defiring  fome- 
thing  for  their  money.  From  tlut,  and  many  otlier  containing 
caules,  the  next  fcllion  will  be  a very  boiftcrous  one.  » « » 

Adieu,  my  dear  Dayrolles : lady  Chefterftdd’s  and  my  compli- 
ments to  Mrs.  Dayrolles. 

C. 
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LETTER  XCVm. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

•e 

Loodon,  Aug.  J5,  1755. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

O U infult  my  incredulity  in  your  prophecy,  and  triumph  in 
the  poflibility,  or,  as  you  call  it,  the  probabihty  of  its  being 
fulfilled  ; but  a little  patience,  for  perhaps  the  diftrefs,  which  you 
flatter  yourfelf  will  happen  to  you,  may  not,  and  1 will  lay  you  one 
of  our  lottery  tickets,  that  Mrs.  Dayrolles  will  be  up  again,  before 
the  French  take  polTeflion  of  Bruflels.  They  certainly  may,  when- 
ever they  will,  and  therefore  1‘eera  to  be  in  no  hafte  to  do  it ; 
befides,  can  they,  with  the  leaft  color  of  juftice,  invade  the  queen  of 
Hungary’s  dominions,  becaufe  captain  Howe  has  taken  captain 
Hoequart  in  America  (a)  > Such  a ftep,  as  that,  is  not  warranted 
by  any  thing,  that  I ever  read  in  Grotius  or  Puffendorf.  You  will  > 
probably  fay,  that  great  powers  are  not  apt  to  trouble  themfelves 
about  reafon  and  juftice,  and  that  is  certainly  true ; but,  in  my  own 
opinion,  France  is  at  this  time  neither  defirous  of  a general  war, 
nor  very  fit  to  carry  one  on,  fo  that,  I rather  think,  they  will 
confine  their  indignation  to  the  king,  both  as  king  and  elector, 
and  attempt  to  invade  both  England  and  Hanover,  I fear  them  in 
neither  of  thofe  cafes.  Be  eafy  therefore,  till  the  evil  day  draws 
much  nearer,  than  it  feems  to  be  at  prefent. 

1 ftiall  fay  nothing  to  you  about  my  own  health,  though  I know 
that  it  is  not  quite  indifferent  to  you  ; but  it  is  really  fo  indifferent 
in  itfelf,  that  it  is  not  worth  mentioning,  for  I am  never  quite 
well,  and  the  whole  difference  is  du  plus  au  moins.  I will  weather 
out  thefe  fix  weeks,  if  I can,  and  then  go  to  Bath,  which  is  always 
a temporaiy',  but  never  a lafting,  cure  ; however,  c'ejl  autant  de  pris 
fur  I'ennemi. 

If,  by  chance,  you  meet  with  any  quantity  of  feed  of  excellent 
melons,  whether  canteloupes  or  others,  provided  they  arc  but  very 

(a)  He  commanded  the  Alcide,  a man  of  war,  belonging  to  a French  fquadron,  conveying  troopt 
to  America,  and  taken  by  captain  Howe  of  the  Dunkirk,  one  of  the  fleet  fent  out,  under 
commsnd  of  vice-admiral  Bofcawco,  to  oppofe  the  deiigas  of  the  French  conru 
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large  ones,  I fhall  be  much  obliged  to  you,  if  you  will  let  me  go 
a dozen  or  two  feeds  with  you.  I would  not  have  more  than  what 
may  be  conveyed  in  a letter  or  two.  My  melon  groimd  is  fo  fm:vll, 
that  it  will  not  afford  to  raife  little  ones,  and  I mult  make  up  in 
fize  what  I want  in  number.  I have  had  fome  excellent  good,  ar.d 
very  large,  ones  this  year,  from  your  Sorgvliet  fectl  (a). 

How  does  my  godfon  go  on  with  his  little  lingua  Franca,  or 
jumble  of  different  languages  ? Fear  no  Babel  confuilon.  L'age 
debrouiUera  tout  cela.  (Age  will  unravel  all  tins). 

I hear  no  news,  or  there  is  none ; but  lyes  are  extremely  rife, 
efpecially  from  America,  which,  I dare  fay,  was  not  fo  much  talked 
of,  when  firft  difeovered  by  Columbus,  or  Vefpufius  Americus,  as 
it  is  now.  But  I am  fo  humble  a politician,  that  I content  myfelf 
with  wifliing  well  to  my  country,  and  for  the  reft,  vogue  la galere. 
But  the  reft  of  my  countrymen  and  even  countrywomen  arc  not 
fo  paflive,  for  I am  affured  they  are  fo  brim-full  of  poUtics,  that 
they  fpill  them  wherever  they  go.  If  I hatl  no  better  reafon  to 
lament  my  deafnefs  than  not  hearing  them,  I fhould  be  much 
eafier  tlian  I am  under  my  misfortune.  Jldieu,  monami. 


LETTER  XCIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BUckheaih,  Sept.  12,1755. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

r 

« » » « « THE  king  is  expc(flcd  to  land  every  minute, 

which,  I fuppofe,  will  pnxluce  more  decifion  concerning  ^yar  or 
peace  than  has  appeared  yet,  for  at  prefent  there  is  a kind  of  a 
mill  before  them,  w’hich  one  cannot  fee  through.  I do  not,  in  the 
leaft,  fear  a war,  provided  it  be  not  in  Flanders,  where  the  French 
mull  always  make  it  with  infinite  advantage,  and  where  tbe  em- 


(a)  The  I«e  count  Bentink’i  tUla,  near  the  Hague,  on  the  road  to  Scheveling. 
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prcfs  queen  will  not,  and  our  allies  the  Dtitch  cannot,  aflift  us  effec- 
tually. I am  therefore  very  glad  to  find,  that  the  garrifons  in  Flan- 
ders are  evacuated,  and  I hoj>e  that  the  Dutch  will  make  a neutrality, 
fo  that  there  may  be  no  field  of  battle  in  the  feventeen  provinces, 
for  us  to  be  beaten  in  again.  And  what  will  the  French  do  then  ? 
At  fea,  it  is  certain  that  we  muft  deftroy  both  their  navy  and  their 
commerce.  Will  they  attempt  invading  us  here  again  ? Let  them, 
they  arc  very  welcome,  that  is  too  contemptiSle.  Will  they 
march  an  army  to  Hanover  ? a la  bonne  beure  ; (be  it  fo)  w'hat 
will  become  of  that  army  after  a thirty  days  march  in  the  defarts  of 
Weltjjhalia,  efj>ecially  now  that  we  have  fecured  a force  in  tliat 
part  of  the  world,  fuperior  to  any  they  can  fend  ? Their  anny 
will  melt  away  there,  faftcr  than  in  Bohemia,  and  care  will  be 
taken,  before  their  arrival  there,  to  leave  them  even  no  panf'Ournt- 
cbil  (a)  to  fubfill  UIX3I1. 

Your  quiet  fituation  at  Bruflels  will  therefore,  I hoj>e,  not  be  dif- 
turbed,  and  in  that  cafe,  1 confefs,  I would  rather  have  war  than 
peace  with  France ; as  the  former,  if  vigoroufly  carried  on  at  fea, 
mull  greatly  check,  if  not  deftroy,  tlieir  growing  navy  and  com- 
merce. 

A thoufand  thanks  to  you  for  your  melon  feed,  which  I will  fow 
and  cultivate  with  great  care,  in  hopes  that  I may  give  you  fome 
of  the  fruit  of  it  next  year,  in  -this  hermitage,  for  I think  you  gave 
me  fome  reafon  to  flatter  myfelf,  that  I fliall  fee  you  here  next  year. 
In  that  cafe,  perhaps,  I may  fliew  you  fome  melons  much  more 
extraordinary  than  yours,  though  probably  not  quite  fo  gixxl ; for 
1 have  had  a prefent  made  me,  by  a Perfian  merchant  of  good  credit, 
of  a few  melon  feeds,  that  he  brought  hinilelf  from  Diarbeck,  which 
was  the  antient  Mefopotamia,  and  wliich,  he  protefts,  produce 
melons,  that  weigh  from  ninety  to  one  hundred,  and  one  hundretl 
and  ten  pounds  each.  But,  notwithftanding  the  gentleman’s  credit 
as  a merchant,  1 am  a little  incredulous. 

I go  next  week  to  Bath,  w'here,  for  the  time  being,  I am  always 
well ; and  that  is  fo  much  clear  gain,  and  worth  the  journey  to  one, 

(a)  A very  cotrfc  kind  of  hard  bmwa  brcaJ,eatcQ  in  fevcral  parts  of  Germany^  and  crpeciati; 
bytiic  poor  loUabitaou  of  WcA^diaUa. 

who 
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who  has  not,  for  thefe  fix  months,  been  well  for  four  and  twenty 
horn's  together.  Befides,  all  places  are  now  alike  to  me,  and  I 
can  be  more  alone  at  Bath,  than  any  where.  Adieu,  my  dear 
friend. 


Yours,  wherever  I am, 


C. 


LETTER  C. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Bull,  Oa.  4,  175J. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

* * » * * * I HAVE  been  here  now  juft  a week ; 

too  little  to  have  found  much  benefit,  but,  however,  long  enough 
to  give  me  reafon  to  hope,  that  I fliall  find  fomc,  for  my  ftomach 
is  rather  lefs  difordered  than  I brought  it  down  with  me  here. 
But  upon  the  whole,  I am,  and  always  fliall  be  un  pauvre  corps, 
dont  il  lie  vaut  pas  la  peine  de  purler,  (a  poor  wretch  not  worth 
mentioning). 

I think  it  impoflible,  that  the  French  can  infift  upon  more  than 
a neutrality,  on  the  part  of  the  republic  of  the  united  provinces. 
Upon  what  pretence  can  they  ? But  if  they  fhould,  they  cannot 
invade  them,  without  firft  invailing  Flanders,  and  bringing  the 
queen  of  Hungary  upon  their  backs,  whicli  I cannot  think  them  at 
prefent  willing  to  do.  But  fupjxife  they  fhould,  they  will  with 
eafe  over-run  all  Flanders  in  a fortnight,  fo  that  where  will  there 
be  a field  of  battle  left  ? We  can  fend  no  troops  to  Holland,  that 
can  be  of  any  ufe.  The  Dutch  have  not  enough  to  oppofe  a French 
army  of  100,000  men  ; fo  that,  in  that  cale,  they  have  nothing  to 
do,  but  Jubir  la  loi  du  vainqueur  (to  yield  to  the  conquerors). 
But,  depend  upon  it,  things  will  not  be  carried  to  thofe  extremities. 
The  French,  at  this  time,  dread  a gcneial  war.  Their  miniftry  is 
weak,  and  their  king  weaker ; the  clergy  and  the  parliament, 
6 hating 
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hating*  ^ther  irreconcileablf,  ;jhiey  have  no  general,  in  whoia'^^  ' 

ihey  luve  the  leaft  confidence  ; and  by  the  interefi-they  pay,  it  is 
plain  they  want  money.  From  all  this,  and  fsom  our  inevitable 
iiiccefles  at  fea,  I take  it  for  granted  that  a peace,  and  a reafonable 
one,  will  Ibme  how  or  other  be  jumbled  up,  in  the  courfe  of  feven 
or  eight  months ; fo  that,  with  all  your  ingenuity  in  anticipating 
misfortunes,  I am  jjerfuaded,  that  your  journey  to  England  next 
year  will  be  merely  a voluntary  one,  and  not  a neceflary  flight  from 
where  you  now  are. 

The  next  feffion,  which  now  draws  very  near,  will,  I believe,  be 
a very  troublefome  one,  and  I really  think  it  very  doubtful,  whe- 
ther the  fubfidiary  treaties,  with  Ruflia  and  Caflel,  will  be  carried 
or  not.  To  be  fure,  much  may  be  faid  againft  both,  but  yet  I dread 
the  confequences  of  rejc(5ting  them  by  parliament,  fince  they  are 
made.  But  what  have  I to  do  with  public  matters  ? Moreover  a 
man,  who  has  not  the  whole  thread  of  them,  talks  of  them  as  a 
blind  man  does  of  colors  ; for  the  leaft  circumftance  unknown  often 
changes  the  whole  thing  (a).  This  I know  perfetftly,  that  I am 
truly, 

Yours. 


LETTER  Cl. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Dec.  19,  J755. 

DEARDAYROLLES, 

O U will  think  me  very  lazy,  for  that  1 am  fure  is  the  worft 
thing,  that  you  uill  ever  fufpedt  me  of,  with  regard  to  your- 
felf,  in  having  been  fo  long  without  anfwering  yoiu-  laft.  But  it 

(a)  That  was  reailjr  the  cafe  with  regard  to  lord  Cheftcrfield,  who,  at  that  time,  wai  totaJlj 
i^oranc  of  the  French  coort’*  alliances  with  the  principal  powers  of  Europe,  and  altered  hii 
nion  when  he  was  acquainted  with  them,  as  ap]>cars  by  the  following  letters.  But  the  flu^a- 
tions  of  mind  of  great  men  may  be  inllruAive,  ami  Uicir  dreams,  at  Ictm,  arc  always  sntertaining. 

has 
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has  not  been  quite  lazinefs,  fof,  Ibme  few  da)-s,  bufinefsi  and  for 
many  days,  weaknefs,  dilpiritcdncfs  and  languor  would  not  allow 
me  to  put  pea  to  paper ; otherwife  deaf  people  are  commonly  as 
frivoloully  writative  as  blind  {leoplc  arc  often  frivoloully  talkative  : 
but,  when  a general  diforder  and  decay  of  the  Iwdy  is  added  to  im- 
penetrable deafnefs,  one  becomes  too  like  a dead  body  to  write  any 
thing  but  a codicil. 

Were  1,  now  that  I am  writing,  to  pretend  to  fend  you,  but  a 
(liort  account  of  our  tranfadhons  here,  I muft  fend  you  a large  folio. 
The  houfe  of  commons  fits  three  or  four  times  a week  till  nine 
or  ten  at  night,  and  fometimes  till  four  or  five  in  the  morning,  fo 
attentive  are  they  to  the  good  of  their  dear  country.  That  zeal 
has  of  late  tranfported  them  into  much  perlbnal  abufe.  « • « 

Even  our  infigificant  houfe  fat  one  day  laft  week,  till  paft  ten  at 
night,  upwn  the  Ruffian  and  Heffian  fubfidiary  treaties,  but  I was 
not  able  to  fit  it  out,  and  left  it  at  feven,  more  than  half  dead  : for 
I took  it  into  my  head  to  fpcak  upon  them  for  near  an  hour,  which 
fatigue,  together  with  the  heat  of  the  houfe,  very  near  annihilated 
me.  I was  for  the  Ruffian  treaty,  as  a prudent  eventual  mea- 
fure,  at  the  beginning  of  a war,  and  probably  preventive  even 
of  a war,  in  that  part  of  the  world  ; but  I could  not  help  exjx)fing, 
though  without  oppofing,  the  Heffian  treaty,  which  is,  indeed,  the 
moft  extraordinary  one  1 ever  faw.  It  can  have  no  effedl,  for  you 
are  not  to  have  the  troops  till  after  you  do  not  want  them,  viz.  till 
fix  months  after  the  re<iuifition  made  ; and  after  you  difmifs'  the 
troops,  Ihould  you  ever  call  for  them,  the  fubfidy  is  to  be  doubled 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  It  is  certain,  that  his  moft  ferene 
highnefs  is  full  as  good  at  making  a bargain,  as  any  Jew  in  Europe. 

Places,  as  you  will  fee  by  the  news-papers,  are  emptying  and 
filling  up  every  day.  The  patriot  of  Monday  is  the  courtier  of 
Tuefday,  and  the  courtier  of  Wednefday  is  the  patriot  of  Thmfday. 
This  indeed  has  more  or  lefs  been  long  the  cafe,  but  1 really  think 
never  fo  impudently-  and  fo  profligately  as  now.  The  power  is  all 
falling  from  his  grace’s  into  Fox’s  hands,  which,  you  may  remem- 
ber I told  you  long  ago,  would  happen.  ««««#«« 
VOL.  II.  I i i Befides 
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Befides  thefe  difcords  and  misfortunes,  we  live  here  in  dread  of 
two  others  of  a very  different  kind,  an  invafion  from  France,  and  a 
bricole  of  the  earthquake  from  Lifbon.  For  myfclf,  I cannot  fay 
that  1 have  any  great  apprehenfions  of  either,  but  of  the  two,  I have 
more  faith  in  the  earthquake  than  in  the  invafion.  France  has  too 
often  experienced  the  futility  of  thofe  attemirts.  But  be  thefe  things 
how  they  will,  rejouijjiz-vous  autant  que  faire  fe  pourra,  et  furtout 
portez-vous  bien.,  car  il  n'y  a rien  de  tel.  Adieu,  man  ami.  (Rej<Mce 
as  much  as  you  can,  and  above  all  keep  in  health,  for  there  is  no- 
thing like  it.)  Adieu,  my  friend. 


L E T T R E ClI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DATROLLES, 


London,  J&o.  23,  I756» 


T”\0  yourfelf  juftice,  and  you  will  ceafe  to  wonder,  at  cither  the 
beginning,  or  the  continuance,  of  my  friendfhip  for  you.  I 
foon  difeovered,  and  have  now  long  experienced,  the  honeft  truth 
and  warmth  of  your  heart.  Friendffup,  like  health,  is  to  be  pre- 
ferved  by  the  fame  means,  by  which  it  is  acquired,  and  1 believe 
we  Ihall  neither  of  us  dementir  (forfake)  thofe  means. 

Every  thing  tends  more  and  more  every  day  to  the  verification  of 
my  prophecy  ; for  in  our  political  balance.  Fox’s  fcale  grows  heavier 
and  heavier,  which  every  body  jierceives.  » » • » • • • 

We  are  here  in  daily  expectation  of  a formal  declaration  of  war 
from  France,  as  it  feems  to  be  the  natural  confequence  of  the  me- 
iTiorial  font  by  monfietir  Rouillc  to  Mr.  Fox,  through  Holland,  which 
perhaps  you  have  feen,  but  wlfich  no  doubt  you  have  heard  the 
fubftance  of,  and  therefore  1 fliall  not  repeat  it.  I am  not  fo  fond  of 
Avar,  as  1 find  many  people  are.  Mark  the  end  on't.  Ovu-  treaty 
lately  concluded  with  Pruflia  is  a fortunate  event,  and  fecures  the 
peace  of  the  empire ; and  is  it  poflible  that  France  can  invade  the 

low 


i 


Digitized  by  Gooo 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  II.  LET.  Cl,  CII.  CHI.  427 

low  countries,  which  are  the  dominions  of  the  emprefs  queen,  only 
becaufc  admiral  Bolcawen  has  taken  two  of  their  ftiips  iit  America  ? 
But  then  you  will  afk  me  probably,  where  can  France  annoy  us 
then  ? I fee  but  two  places  ; in  America,  by  Hipping  over,  in  lingle 
fhips,  a confiderable  number  of  troops,  and  next,  by  keeping  us  in 
a Hate  of  fear  and  expence  at  home,  with  the  threats  and  appearances 
of  an  intended  invallon,  which,  I dare  fay,  they  will  not  think  proper 
to  attempt  in  reality.  In  my  opinion,  our  greateft  danger  arifes 
from  our  expence,  confidcring  the  prefent  immenfe  national  debt.  I 
take  it  for  grantetl,  that  the  Dutch  will  endeavour  to  obtain  from 
France  a neutrality,  and  I wilh  they  may  get  one  ; for,  I am  furc, 
they  have  no  other  fafety,  for  they  can  neither  defend  themfelves, 
nor  can  w'e  defend  them.  They  have  no  longer  any  barriere  in 
Flanders,  and  Maeftricht  and  Bergen-op-zoom  would  not  delay  their 
ruin  above  three  months,  fhould  the  French  think  proper  to  brufquer 
Flanders  to  get  at  them. 

I have  been  for  Ibme  time,  and  am  ftill,  very  much  out  of  order, 
my  complaints  in  my  head  and  ftomach  being  returned,  fo  that  I 
fear  I 111  all  be  oliliged  to  go  to  the  Bath  this  feal'on  for  a month  or 
fix  weeks,  which,  though  never  a radical  cure,  is  always  a palliative 
for  feme  time,  and  that  is  autant  de  pris  fur  I'ennemi.  Whatever 
happens  to  my  fhattered  carcafe,  God  blefs  you  all.  • 


Yours  faithfully, 


C. 


LETTER  cm. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

LsiiJon,  FeK  3,  iJs^* 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

T A M too  I'enfible  of  your  afiFcilion  for  me,  not  to  know  that 
you  will  be  impatient  to  hear  what  is  become  of  me,  after  the 
account  I gave  you  of  myfelf  in  my  lall.  This  is  therefore  to  inform 
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you,  that  I am  fomething,  though  indeed  but  little,  better  than  I was. 
1 . am  Hill  excelfi\  ely  weak  and  difpirited,  and  do  not  expedt  to 
'regain  much  ftrength  or  fpirits,  tiU  1 have  been  a few  days  at  Bath, 
which  newer  fails  to  vamp  me  for  a time.  I fet  out  for  it  to  morrow 
morning. 

My  nephew,  fir  Charles  Hotham,  either  now  is,  or  will  be  very 
foon  at  Brufiels.  I recommend  him  to  your  care,  during  his  ftay 
there.  1 am  told  by  thofe  who  have  feen  him  lately,  qu'il  a I'air, 
et  ks  manieres  d'un  honnite  bomme  *,  but  that  he  is  rather  of  too 
grave  and  folitary  a turn  ; therefore,  pray  thruft  him  into  company 
as  much  as  poflible,  and  when  you  have  analyfed  him  thoroughly, 
fend  me  freely  and  fmcerely  yt)ur  opinion  of  him.  Bray,  remem- 
ber, no  lodging  in  your  houfe. 

. Yours  moft  finccrely, 

C. 


LETTER  CIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  April  5,  i7i6> 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

1H  A D but  one  realbn  for  not  acknowledging,  long  before  now, 
your  laft  letter,  which  reafon  was  that  I could  not.  1 went,  as 
you  know',  ill  to  the  Bath ; I continued  ill  there,  and  returned  from 
thence  ftill  worfe.  1 am  now  very  far  from  beii^  well,  and  am 
this  moment  going  to  fettle  at  Blackheath,  for  the  fake  of  fleeping 
in  a purer  air,  and  more  exercife,  though  1 believe  to  very  little  jnir- 
pofe;  for,  if  1 do  not  much  miftake,  I tliink  I am  very  near  le  bout  de 
>mn  Uitin,  (the  end  of  my  career.)  In  this  languid  and  miferable 
ftatc,  you  will  eafily  judge  that  I am  little  informed  of  public  mat- 


* Henntte  hommt  means  no  more  in  tlie  Frtndi  flyle  than  a man  of  fafhk>n. 


ten. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  II.  LET.  CIII.  CIV.  CV.  429 

ters,  and  muft  confequently  be  little  informing,  fo  I fliall  not  pre- 
tend to  fend  you  any  news  from  hence. 

I fuppofe  that  lir  Charles  Hotham  and  Tollot  («)  are  by  this 
time  at  Bruflels,  to  both  whom  I defire  that  you  will  make  my 
compliments  ; and  pray  tell  Tollot,  that  I received  his  letter,  which 
I will  anfwer  as  foon  as  I am  able,  if  ever  I am  able. 

Do  you  think  of  coming  over  this  year  with  your  himily,  as  you 
intimated  when  I faw  you  at  Bruflcls,  or  will  the  prefent  Itrangc 
fitviation  of  affairs  keep  you  there  this  fummer  ? Whatever  you  do, 
may  it  be  for  the  heft  ! for  all  happinefs  both  to  you  and  yours,  is 
moll  fincerely  willied  by,  dear  Dayrolles, 

Your  moll  faithful  friend 

and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  CV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


Btackheath,  April  30,  1756. 


T DELAYED  anfwering  your  kind  inquiries  after  the  (late  of  my 
exillence,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to  have  given  you  by  this  time 
an  account  of  it  more  fatisfadlory  to  us  both,  and  I ndw  write  thefe 
few  lines,  in  order  not  to  give  you  a worie  fome  time  hence,  than 
I can  at  prefent.  In  truth,  I am  in  fo  miferable  and  fludluating  a 
Hate,  that  I can  in  no  one  hour  judge  what,  nor  where,  I fltall  be 
the  next. 

It  would  undoubtedly  be  improjier  for  you  to  afk  leave  to  come 
here  this  fummer,  and  were  I in  your  plate,  1 would  fend  for 


(a)  Dr.  Tollot  of  Geneva,  Cravclling  gON'cmor  to  fir  Charles  HoOiam. 

Ibmebody 
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fomebody  from  Holland  to  inoculate  the  children,  that  operation 
being,  as  I am  alTured,  now  very  well  undcrftood  there,  and  fre- 
quently performed. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend  ; I am  moft  truly. 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  CVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BlacUicath,  Jane  17,  1756. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

/^OULD  I give  you  better  accounts  of  either  myfelf  or  •the 
public,  I would  give  you  more  frequent  ones  ; but  the  beft,  that 
can  give  you  of  either,  are  fuch  as  will  not  flatter  that  afle^on, 
which  I know  you  have  for  both.  We  are  both  going  very  fail, 
and  I .can  hardly  guefs  which  will  be  gone  firft.  I am  Ihrunk  to  a 
fkeleton,  and  grow  weaker  and  weaker  every  day.  And  as  for 
my  fellow  fufferer  the  public,  it  has  loll  Minorca,  and  may  perhaps 
foon  lofe  Gibraltar,  by  a fecret  bargain  between  France  and  Si»in, 
which  1 have  reafon  to  think  is  negotiating,  if  not  concluded.  Our 
naval  laurels  are  withered.  * * 

The  French  are  unqueftionably  mailers  to  do  what  they  pleafe 
in  America.  .Our  good  ally,  the  queen  of  Hungary,  has  certainly 
concludetl  fome  treaty,  God  knows  what,  with  our,  and  her  old, 
enemy  France.  The  Swedifli  and  Danifh  fleets  are  joinetl,  un- 
doubtedly not  in  our  favour,  lince  France  pays  both.  We  have  an 
army  here  of  threel'core  thoufand  men, 

we  cannot  pay  it  another  year,  lince  the  expence  of  this  year  amounts 
to  twelve  millions  llerling  ; judge  if  sve  can  raife  that  fum  another 
year.  «»  -3  0»*»»«o****»* 

Thcfe  are  not  the  gloomy  apprehenllons  of  a lick  man  ; but  real 
fa<5ls,  obvious  to  w'hoever  will  fee  and  refledl.  One  of  the  chief 
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caufes  of  this  unfortuate  fituation  is,  that  we  have  now  in  truth  no- 
minifter ; but  the  adminiflration  is  a mere  republic,  and  carried  on 
by  the  cabinet  council,  the  individuals  of  which  think,  only  how  to 
get  the  better  of  each  other.  Let  us  then  turn  our  eyes,  as  much 
as  we  can,  from  this  melancholy  profpedV,  which  neither  of  us  can. 
mend,  and  think  of  fomething  ell'e. 

I am  told  that  you  have  an  infinite  number  of  Englifli  gentlemen 
now  at  Bruflels,  but  I hope  you  do  not  put  yourfelf  uixjn  the  foot  of 
Huffing  them  with  fait  beef,  and  drenching  them  with  claret;, 
for  I am  fure  your  appointments  will  not  afifunl  that  expence,  and 
by  the  way,  I believe,  that  in  their  hearts,  they  would  much  rather 
you  would  let  them  alone,,  to  be  jolly  together,  at  their  inns,  than  gp 
to  your  houfe.. 

Make  my  compliments  to  Mrs.  Dayrollcs,  to  my  godfon,  to  tutti 
quanti,  in  ffiort,  who  can  receive  them,  for  mademoifelle  cannot  yet. 
Adieu,  my  dear  and  faithful  friend.  May  you,  and  all  who  belong 
to  you,  be  long  happy,  whatever  becomes  of 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  evil. 

* 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Blicklicath,  June  37,  1756. 

DEAR  DATROLLES, 

TJ  Y ypur  laft  of  the  i8th,  I believe  it  crofled  my  laft  of,  I have 
forgot  what  date,  upon  the  road,  for  1 there  gave  you  an  account 
of  my  poor  ftate  of  vegetation,  after  which  you  inquire.  I Hill 
continue  to  crawl  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  but  it  is  like  thofe 
humble  and' ffiort-Dved  vegetables,  who,  feeraingly  confeious  of  their 
condition,  crawl  very  near  that  earth,,  to  which  they  are  fo  foon  to 
return. 


I entirely 
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I entirely  agree  with  you  in  your  refolution  of  breeding  up  all 
your  fons  to  fome  profeilion  or  other,  but,  at  the  fame  time,  your 
ufual  rivacity  carries  you  much  too  prematurely,  to  fix  their  feveral 
tieftinations.  You  mull  not  fo  much  confidcr  what  you  would 
chufc  for  them,  as  what  they  are  likely  to  fuccced  belt  in  ; ami 
that  cannot  Ire  difeovered  thefe  feven  or  eight  years.  It  is  certain 
that,  whether  from  nature,  or  from  early  accidental  irapreflions  in 
their  youth,  I will  not  fay,  it  being  very'  hard  to  diftinguiflr,  children, 
after  eight  or  ten  years  of  age,  often  fliew  a determined  preference 
for  fome  particular  profeflion,  which  it  tVould  be  imprudent  for  their 
parents  to  oppofe,  becanfe,  in  that  cafe,  they  would  furely  notfucceed 
fo  well,  or  perhaps  at  all,  in  any  other.  In  the  mean  time,  give  them 
all  eventually  a good  education,  fo  as  to  qualify  them,  to  a certain 
degree,  for  whatever  profeflion  you  and  they  may  hereafter  agree 
uiwn  ; for  I repeat  it  again,  their  approbation  is  full  as  neceflary  as 
yours.  Thefe,  however,  are  the  general  rules,  by  which  I would 
jxjint  out  to  them  the  profeflTions,  which  I fhould  feverally  wifli 
them  to  apply  to.  I would  recommend  the  army,  or  the  navy,  to  a 
boy  of  a warm  conftitution,  ftrong  animal  fpirits,  and  a cold  genius; 
to  one  of  quick,  lively,  and  diftinguilhing  parts,  the  law  ; to  a good, 
dull,  and  decent  boy,  the  church ; and  trade  to  an  acute,  thinking, 
and  laborious  one.  I wifli  that  my  godfon,  for  whom  you  mull 
allow  me  fome  degree  of  predileiflion,  may  take  a hking  to  the 
law,  for  that  is  the  truly  independent  profeflion.  People  will  only 
trull  tlicir  property  to  the  care  of  the  ablcft  lawyer,  be  he  whig  or 
tory,  well  or  ill  at  court. 

Our  public  affairs  arc,  in  my  opinion,  as  bad  as  polTiblc,  and  I turn 
my  thoughts  from  them  as  much  as  ever  I can.  The  queen  of 
Hungary  will  repent,  at  leifure,  of  the  treaty,  which  flie  has  concluded 
ifi  fuch  hafte  with  France.  Thofe  two  powers  never  can  agree 
long;  and  when  they  come  to  quarrel,  it  is  eafy  to  forefee  which  will 
have  the  better  of  it.  She  will  then  call  in  v.-iin  upon  her  old  allies, 
who  will  probably  not  be  able,  and  perhaps  not  w'illing,  to  aflill  her. 
Adieu  won  ami. 

I believe  my  brother  is  tvith  you  now ; if  fo,  pray  tell  him  that  1 
writ  to  him,  by  the  lall  poll. 

6 . L E T- 
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LETTER  CVIII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLEES, 


BlacEhotli,  Srpt.  16,  1756. 


TT  is  true,  I have  been  long  filent  with  regard  to  you  ; but  it  is  as 
true  too,  that  when  I am  lb,  it  is  betaule  I am  unable  to  be  other- 
wile.  I have  not  wrote  at  all,  1 have  fiwke  little,  and  I have  thought 
lei's,  for  thele  laft  tltree  months  ; the  frequency  of  the  attacks  in  my 
head  and  ftomach  gave  me  no  time  to  recover  from  the  weaknefs, 
languor,  and  difpiritednefs,  which  they  always  leaw  behind  them ; 
and  I am,  at  this  moment,  little  ftronger  than  I was  fixty-one  years 
ago,  that  is  at  one  year  old.  All  thefe  complicated  ills,  however, 
have  not,  I thank  God,  given  me  one  moment’s  melancholy;  and 
though  in  a manner  they  deprive  me  of  exiftence,  they  do  not 
deprive  me  of  my  natural  tranquillity  of  temper,  nor  of  my  ac- 
quired philofophy.  So  much,  and  too  much,  pour  cette  gueniUe  de 
corps,  (for  this  infignificant  body.) 

Sir  William  Stanhojic  has  given  me  very  good  accounts  of  my 
gotllbn,  and  of  la  bonne  cbere  de  Phot  el  Dayrolles,  and  1 knew 
enough  of  both  before  to  give  liim  intire  credit. 

Here  is  a fire  lighted  up  in  Germany,  w'hich,  1 am  perfuaded,  I 
fltall  not  live  to  fee  extinguiflied ; but  of  which  the  eflfe(5ls  mull,  in 
the  mean  time,  be  dreadful  to  England,  confidering  oiu-  connedlion 
with,  and  our  tendernefs  for,  certain  poffelfions  in  the  feene  of 
addon.  The  queen  of  Hungary  will,  1 am  convinced,  repent  of  her 
envie  de  femme  grojfe  (longing)  for  Silelia,  and  her  child  may  pro- 
bably be  marked  with  it.  France  will  finally  reap  all  the  benefit  of 
this  new  and  unnatural  alliance,  aird  make  a fecond  treaty  of  Weft- 
phalia,  more  prejudicial  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  than  the  firft.  But 
I leave  thefe  matters  to  be  confidered  by  better  heads  than  mine. — 
My  heart  is  the  only  part  , worth  hanging,  tliat  is  now  left  me,  and 
VoL.  II.  K k k while 
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while  that  beats,  you  will  have,  a good  part  of  it,  fori  ammoft  truly 
and  affectionately  yours, 

C. 

I^ray  retitrn  my  compliments  and  thanks  to  abbd  Guafcb  for  his r 
books,  which  I have  read  with  great  pleafiuc  and  improvement- 


LETT.  E R-  CIX- 

TO  THE  SAME.. 

. Bull,  Nov..  i6,  1736.' 

DEAR  DAYROLLES,, 

A S a good  Chriftian,  I think  one  fliould  tell  one’s  enemies  of  one’s' 
phyfical  ills,  to  give  them  pleafvire;  and  as  a good  friend,  con- 
ceal them  from  one’s  friends,  not  to  give  them . pain.  Upon  this 
principle,  I have  delayed  writing  to  you  till  now,  well  knowing  the 
part  you  take  in  whatever  good  or  ill  happens  to  me.  I had  nothing 
gCKxl  to  tell  you,  but  ains  au  contraire,  and  therefore  I told  you 
nothing.  But  now  I can  acquaint  you,  that  I am  fomething  better, 
and  that  I have  regained  a little  ftrength  and  flcfti,  of  which  1 had 
neither,  when  I came  here  a month  ago ; but  1 Hill  want  a great  deal 
more  of  both,  before  I can  either  perfuade  myfelf  or  others,  of  my 
exiftence.  I really  believe  that  the  undifturbed  quiet,  which  I have 
enjoyed  here,  and  could  not  have  at  London  or  Blackheath,  has  done 
me  almoft  as  much  good  as  the  waters,  for  w'hich  reafon,  though  1 
fhould  not  continue  to  drink  them,  I will  continue  here  till  the  great 
hurly-burly  at  court,  is  in  forae  degree  over ; for,  as  I am  an  im- 
partial and  vety  diiinterefted  fpedtator,  engaged  in  no  cabal  or  party, 
all  the  contending  powers  infill  upon  telling  me  their  own  ftoiy', 
though  never  with  llriCl  truth,  and  then  quote  me  with  as  little.  I 
fay  nothing  to  you  of  the  late  changes  at  court,  which,  to  be  fure, 

' you  know  as  well  as  I do,  and  perhaps  comprehend  as  httle.  There 

mull 
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muft  be  fome  dejfous  des  cartes^  fome  invifible  wheels  within  wheels, 
>\  Inch,  at  this  diftance,  I cannot  gnefs  at.  *’•**•*  * 

Jn  tliefe  ftrange  buttles,  I heartily  j>ity  the  king,  and  the  king- 
dom, who  are  both  made  the  fjxjrt  of  private  intereft  and  ambition. 
I mort  frequently  and  heartily  congratulate  and  applaud  myfelf  for 
having  got  out  of  that  galere,  which  has  fince  been  fo  ridiculoufly 
totted,  fo  cttcntially  damaged,  and  is  now  finking.  I now  quietly 
behold  the  ttorm  from  the  fhore,  and  fhall  only  be  involved,  but 
without  particular  blame,  in  the  common  ruin.  That  moment,  you 
perceive,  if  you  combine  all  circumftances,  cannot  be  very  remote. 
On  tlie  contrary,  it  is  lb  near,  that,  were  Machiavel  at  the  heatl  of 
our  affairs,  he  could  not  retrieve  them;  and  therefore  it  is  very  in- 
different to  me,  what  minitter  fhall  give  us  the  laft  coup  de  grace. 

I believe  you  will  not  grudge  the  atlditional  fixpence  for  the  in- 
clofed  letter  from  king  P.  to  king  G. : it  has  fince  been  printed  and 
cryed  about  the  ftreets.  It  is  lord  Bath's.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  CX. 

TO  THE  SAME, 


BEAR  DATROLLES, 


London,  Feb.  it,  i;$7. 


T Have  been  too  long  in  your  debt : but  the  true  realbn  has  been, 
that  I had  no  fjKicie  to  pay  you  in;  and  what  I give  you  even 
now,  does  not  amount  to  a penny  in  the  pound.  Public  matters 
have  been  long,  and  are  ftill,  too  undecypherable  for  me  to  under- 
ttand,  confequently  to  relate.  Fox  out  of  place,  takes  the  lead  in 
the  houfe  of  commons ; Pitt,  fecretary  of  ftate,  declares  that  he  is  no 
minitter,  and  has  no  minifteiial  influence.  The  duke  of  Newcaftlc 

K k k 2 -and 
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and  lord  Hardwicke  lyc  by,  and  declare  themfelves  for  neither  party. 
Byng  is  reprieved  for  a fortnight;  what  will  become  of  him  at  laft, 
Gcxl  knows  : for  the  late  admiralty  want  to  fhoot  him  to  excufe  them- 
felves ; and  the  prefent  admiralty  want  to  fave  him,  in  order  to  lay 
the  blame  upon  their  predeedibrs.  3 

The  fright,  that  your  friend  Mr.  Van-haaren  has  put  the  Dutch 
into,  by  telling  them  the  French  army  is  intended  for  Cleves  and 
Gueldres,  is  a moil  idle  alarm.  They  are  not  of  imixirtance  enough 
to  be  in  danger ; nobody  thinks  of  them  now.  Hanover  is  evidently 
the  objeifl,  and  the  only  rational  one,  of  the  operations  of  the  French 
army ; not  as  Hanover,  but  belonging  to  the  king  of  England,  and 
that  elcdoratc  is  to  be  a reply  to  the  prefent  Rate  of  Saxony.  The 
fields  of  Bohemia  and  Moravia  will  become  Golgothas,  or  fields  of 
blood,  this  year ; for  probably  an  hundred  thoufimd  human  creatures 
will  perifli  there  this  year,  for  the  quarrel  of  two  individuals.  The 
king  of  Prulfia  will,  1 fuppofe,  feek  for  battle,  in  which,  I think,  he 
will  be  vidlorious.  The  Aullrians  will,  I fuppofe,  avoid  it  if  they 
can,  and  endeavour  to  deftroy  his  armies,  as  they  did  the  French 
ones  in  the  lall  w'ar,  by  harrafiing,  intercepting  convoys,  killing 
ftraglers,  and  all  the  feats  of  their  irregulars.  Thefe  are  my  politi- 
tal  tlreams,  or  prophecies,  for  fterhaps  they  do  not  deferve  the 
name  of  reafonings. 

The  Bath  did  me  more  good  than  I thought  any  thing  could  do 
me  ; but  all  that  good  does  not  amount  to  what  builders  call  half- 
repairs,  and  only  kepj-)s  up  the  fliattered  fabric  a little  longer  tlian 
it  would  have  ftood  without  them  : but  take  my  word  for  it,  it  w'ill 
ftand  but  a very  Uttle  w hile  longer.  I am  now  in  my  grand  climac- 
teric, and  lhall  not  compleat  it.  FontencUe’s  laft  words  at  a hun- 
dred were,  Je  fouj're  d'etre  (a)  •.  (I  feel  the  pain  of  being).  Deaf 

and 

(a)  Lord  Chcftcrficltl  wrote  this  but  fix  weeks  after  the  death  of  Fontenclle  j but,  as  bis  infor- 
mation of  that  celebrated  Frenchman’s  obfervatiom  on  his  own  death  is  impcrfcfl,  the  readers 
will  not  be  diipleafed  to  bnd  here  a more  accurate,  as  well  as  fuller,  account  of  his  dying  words, 
giren  us  by  his  countryman  M.  le  Cal  in  his  eulogy  of  that  great  man  : His  end  was  the 

**  laft  period  of  a machine,  fettled  by  the  laws  of  nature.  His  death  was  not  preceded  by  any 
**  fickncfs ; nine  days  l>cforc  it  happened,  he  perceived  a conhclcrable  diminution  in  his  ilrcngth, 
**  and  prepared  for  his  diftblution,  by  performing  the  duties  of  an  honeft  man  and  a chriftian.  It 
**  proved,  however,  much  flower  than  he  eapc£lcd,  which  made  hint  fay  tlirec  days  before  his  laft: 
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and  infirm  as  I am,  I can  with  truth  fay  the  fame  thing  at  fixty- 
three.  In  my  mind,  it  is  only  the  ftrength  of  our  paflions,  and  the 
wcaknefs  of  our  reafon,  that  make  us  fo  fond  of  life ; but,  when 
the  former  fubfide  and  give  way  to  the  latter,  we  grow  weary 
of  being,  and  willing  to  wathdraw.  I do  not  recommend  this 
train  of  ferious  refleitions  to  you,  nor  ought  you  to  adopt  them. 
Our  ages,  our  fituations  are  widely  different.  You  have  children 
to  educate  and  provide  for,  you  have  all  your  fenfes,  and  can  enjoy 
all  the  comforts  both  of  domeftic  and  fodal  life.  I am  in  every 
fenfe  ifole,  and  have  wound  up  all  my  bottoms,  I may  now  walk, 
offljuietly,  neither  milling  nor  milled.  Till  when. 

Yours  moll:  finccrely, 

Chesterfielu. 


LETTER  CXI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Loni^on,  April  i6,  1757* 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

' I"'  H E books,  which  my  confrere  I’abbc  Guafeo  has  fent  from 
Paris  to  comte  Cobenzel,  and  he  to  you,  are  the  laft  volumes 
of  the  Memoires  of  t'academie  des  belles  lettres,  of  which,  as  you 
know,  I have  the  honor  to  be  an  unworthy  member.  Thofe  me- 
moires are  our  annual  perquifites,  and  they  are  really  not  only  very 
entertaining,  but  very  inftrudlive  books.  However,  I am  in  no 
manner  of  hafte ; fo  pray  keep  them  for  me,  till,  without  trouble  to 


**  I dhl  H9l  think  I JhsuU  haw  modt  fo  muth  aJe  ahout  dying.  He  continued  a philofopher  to  lltc 
**  lafl,  and  preferred  the  fuU  enjoymeni  of  all  hi&  facuhici.  He  upon  hi*  ou'n  ritua> 

“ lion,  juft  as  he  would  have  done  upon  that  of  another  man,  and  fceincd  to  ^ olifcning  a pli*- 
nomcnon.  Drawing  very  near  his  end,  he  faid,  this  ii  tbt  frji  dtath  I havt  rwr  Jem ; and  his 
” phylkian  having  alkcd  him,  whether  be  was  in  paio,  or  what  he  felt,  his  anfwcr  was  ^ 

**  ttitbing  but  ii  of  e.xijling.  (Jc  nc  lens  autre  cltofc  ^n'line  d'lfhcuUe  d'dre.) 

3 yourfelf. 


' LOR  D C n ESTER-F5 ELD’S  LETTES18 


43« 

7ourfclf,  or  any  body  cllie,  yora  find  a convenient  (^portunity  of 
lending  them  to  me.  Pray  make,  my  .ctjmplinients  and  excufe  to 
comte  Cobenzel,  for  the  trouble  he  has  had  about  .them. 

1 returned  the  lall  week  from  the  Bath,  whcre:I  liad  run  forta  fort- 
night only,  more  for  the  lake  of  journeying,  which  always  does  nte 
g(HKl,  than  drinking  the  waters,  though  they  always  do  me  feme ; 
and  both  together  have  now  made  me  as  well  as  I ever.ei^pecl  to  be, 
ami  better  than  probably  I commonly  lliall  be.  But  this  my  pre- 
fent  date  is  at  bell  an  intermediate  date  between  healtli  and  illnefs, 
uith  which  my  philofophy  makes  me  content, 

Our  public  iltuation  of  ;iffairs.is  now-perhaps  more  ridiailous  and 
unaccountable  than  ever ; for  thole  who  would  form  theml'elves 
. into  ;ui  adminiftration,  cannot.  Two  polls,  which  were  once  thought 
conlidcrable  ones,  which  ufed  to  be  follicited  by  many,  and  wiflial 
for  by  more,  I mean  thofe  of  fecretary  of  Hate,  and  chancellor  of 
.the  exchequer,  have  been  profered  about  to  a degree  of  prollitution, 
and  yet  refuled.  The  late  polTellbrs  of  thenf  were  molt  imprudently 
turneil  out,  before  the  end  of  the  fellion,  and  are  thereby  become 
.not  only  the  moll,  but  perhaps  the  only  tsvo,  popular  men  now  in 
.this  kingdom. 

Where  all  this  confulion  will  end,  ■ God  only  knows  : but,  for  a 
wliile  at  leall,  I believe,  it  will  center  in  Fox,  who,  at  the  end  of 
the. fellion,  will,  I prefume,  be  the  firll  commilRoner  of  the  trea- 
fury,  and  chancellor  of  the  exchequer.  In  that  cafe,  the  duke  of 
Newcallle  and  his  friends  will  probably  join  with  Mr.  Pitt  and  his, 
w ho  united  will  make  a llrcngth,  that  the  new  minillry  w'ill  not  be 
able  t(j  withlland.  Ainji  va  le  monde.  (Tliis  is  the  way  of  the  world.) 

This  w'ould  be  the  right  feafon  for  you,  to  carry  yotu  children  to 
the  Hague,  to  be  inoculated,  and  a very  proper  one  allb,  I fliould 
tliink,  for  you  to  alk  leave  to  go  there,  as  you  cannot  have  any  bufi- 
•nels  now  at  Brufl'els.  I look,  upoh  inoailation  to  be  fo  ufeful  and 
ncceflary  a preventive,  that  I would  not  delay  it  one  hour.  I do  not, 
at  the  fame  time,  recommend  to  you  to  be  inoculated  yourfelf,  though 
you  have  never  had  the  fmall  pox,  becaufc  at  your  time  of  life,  per- 
’ha}5S,  it  may  not  be  quite  fo  fafe.  My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Dayrolles  4 
aind  Go.  and  fo  we  heartily  hid  you  good  night. 

L E T- 
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LETTER  CXII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


BUcUicath,  Juljr  4, 1757. 


DEAR  DAYROLLE3,. 

T HAVE  been  fome  rime  in  your  debt.  The  realbn  of  it  was,  that  r 
-*■  I waited  from  week  to  week,  to  inform  you  what  minillry 
Ihould  be  finally  fettled,  for  there  was  one  to  be  fettled  every  week,  , 
for  thefe  laft  three  months.  Sometimes  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  and 
Co.  were  to  make  up  matters  with  Fox  and  Co. : then  tliat  plan 
failed.  Then  Pitt  and  Co.  were  to  join  with  Newcallle  and  Co. : 
and  that  broke  off.  At  laft,  after  many  negotiations,  breakings  off,  . 
and  reconciliations,  things  arc  at  laft  fixed,  as  it  is  called,  ■ in  the 
manner  you  fee  in  the  news-papers.  About  three  weeks  ago.  Fox  ■■ 
was  in  a manner  declared  the  minifter,  to  the  exclufion  of  the  duke 
of  Newcaftle  and  Pitt,  and  the  fcals  of  the  chancellorflrip  of  the 
exchequer  were  to  have  been  given  him  .the  next  day.  Upon  this,  - 
Holdernefle*  refigned,  the  duke  of  Rutland  and  fome  others  dcclafed 
their  intentions  of  following  his  example,  and  many  refufed  the 
places  that  were  offered  them  by  Fox,  as  the  firft  minifter  for  thofe 
two  or  three  days.  Upon  thefe  tbfeouragements,  Fox  went  to  the 
king,  and  told  him,  that  it  was  impoffiblc  for  him,  in  fuch  a fituation, 
to  undertake  the  management  of  affairs.  The  king  hereupon, 
though  very  unwillingly,  fent  for  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  again, 
and  at  laft,  after  a thoufand  difficulties,  tilings  are  os  you  have  feen 
them,  by  laft  poft,  in  the  news-papei's. 

Thefe  are  only  the  outlines  of  what  has  pailed  : the  details  would 
fill  reams  of  paper,  which  you  would  not  have  time  to  read,  nor  I to 
write. 

Whoever  is  in,  or  whoever  is  out,  I am  furc  we  are  undone, 
both  at  home  and  abroad  ; at  home,  by  oiw  increafing  debt  and  ex- 
pcnces  ; abroad  by  our  ill  luck,  and  incapacity.  The  king  of  Pruflia, 
the  only  ally  we  had  in'  the  world,  is  now,  I fear,  tors  de  combat. 

Hanover, 
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Hanover,  I look  uix?n  to  be,  by  this  time,  in  the  fame  fituation  svith 
Saxony  ; the  fatal  confcqiience  of  wliich  is  but  too  obvious.  The 
French  are  mailers  to  do  what  they  pleafe  in  America.  We  are 
no  longer  a nation.  I never  yet  faw  fo  dreadful  a profpeil  {aj. 

As  Collorcdo  fi)  and  Zohrn  fcj  are  recalled  from  hence,  without 
taking  leave,  I fuppofe  you  will  receive  the  fame  orders  from  hence  ; 
which  mull  be  very  inconvenient  to  you.  »»«««» 
I am  rather  in  a better  Hate  than  I have  been  in  for  fome  time  pall, 
and  as  a proof  of  it,  I went  poll  thirty  miles  beyond  York,  to  make 
a vifit  of  four  days  only  to  fir  Charles  Hotham,  and  was  back  here, 
at  my  hennitage,  the  eleventh  day.  However,  you  mull  not  judge 
from  this,  that  I have  recovered  my  health  and  llrength  of  feveii 
years  ago  ; but  only  that  I am  a Id's  miferable  and  uneafy  being  to 
myfelf,  than  I have  Iteen  thefe  lall  two  years.  If  my  Ixrdy  will 
but  let  me  alone,  while  it  lalls,  I am  fatisfied  ; for  my  mind  I am 
fine  will.  Adieu,  my  dear  friend. 

Yours, 

C. 


LETTER  CXIII. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


BliAliutli,  Aag.  15,  1757. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

"1  HAVE  this  moment  received  your  letter,  and  am,  asyouwil^ 
-*■  ealHy  believe,  much  concerned  at  your  prefent  fituation,  and  the 
more  lb  as  I know  that  no  man  in  Europe  has  a quicker  fenfe  of  dif- 
trefles  than  you  have.  This  occurs  to  me,  though  problematically, 
to  prevent  fome  of  the  inconveniencies  you  mention.  Why  ihould 
you  not  flay  at  the  Hagvic,  till  Mrs.  Dayrolles  is  brought  to  bed, 

(a)  Subfiftine  only  in  ihc’nobic  vrrltcr^s  imagination,  which  was  renckred  fomewhat  gloomy  by 
lus  own  melancholy  lituaiion,  and  hii  feelings  for  his  country. 

(i)  The  envoy  and  minifter  plenipotentiary  from  the  Imperil',  to  ihs  Britifl),  court. 
it)  Secretary  of  embafly  from  the  fame  court. 

and 
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and  in  the  mean  time  have  your  children  inoculated  by  the  profeflbr. 
Bcfides,  as  the  war  muft  loon  now  be  at  an  end,  for  it  is  evident  that 
neither  we,  nor  otir  only  ally,  the  king  of  Pruflia,  can  carry  it  on 
tteec  months  longer ; perhaps  you  may  have  a Ijettcr  chance  of  re- 
covering yoiu'  old  employment,  or  of  getting  fomc  otlicr  of  that  fort, 
by  being  ready  on  the  other  fide  of  the  water  than  on  this.  All 
that  I can  do,  you  arc  fure  tliat  I will  do.  I will  fpeak  ftrongly  to  his 
grace ; but  whetlrcr  he  can  I’crve  you,  or  who  can,  is  much  above 
my  fkill  to  difeover,  for,  in  the  prefent  unaca)untable  ftate  of  our 
domeftic  affairs,  no  man  knows,  who  is  miniftcr,  and  who  not. 
We  inquire  here,  as  the  old  woman  at  Amrterdam  did  long  ago, 
o«  demeure  k fouverain  ? (where  does  the  fovercign  live)  ? 

Ill  my  retirement,  and  with  my  deafnels,  and  other  infimiitics,  I 
am  ufelefs  to  you,  and  to  every  body  ell'e ; but  in  my  fentiments, 
I am  not  the  lefs  warmly  and  faithfully. 

Yours, 

C. 


I>  E T T E R GXIV. 

TO  THli  SAME. 

Bath,  Dec.  to,  1757. 

IPA.'iS  over  lightly  the  arrival  of  the  young  lady,  to  congra- 
tulate ytiu  very  heartily  uiwn  Mrs.  Uayrollcs’s  recovery  from  iiaiii 
and  danger.  My  compliments  to  her  thereuixin. 

1 am  glad  that  Keith  goes  f<xin  to  Ruflia;  he  will  execute  his  orders, 
I believe,  faithfully,  but  I wilh  W'c  had  fomebtidy  there,  who  could 
occafionally  litften,  or  invigorate,  his  inftmihons,  venture  to  take 
fomething  uiion  himfclf,  iniinuate  rather  than  i>ropofe,  and 
.according  ■ to  occurrences,  fay  more  or  lels  than  he  thinks  ; but 
where  is  this  man  ? 1 am  fure  1 do  not  know  him.  I wilh  the 
■ king  of  Prufiia  could  and  would  fend  a very  able  lellow,  who  be- 
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longs  to  him,  incognito  to  Peterlburg.  It  is  one  Cagnoni,  who  is 
well  accjuainted  with  that  court,  and  is,  I believe,  the  ableft,  and 
molt  dextrous,  agent  for  that  fort  of  work  in  Europe.  We  may 
flatter  ourfclves  as  much  as  we  pleafe,  and  be  in  filly  high  fpirits 
upon  trifling  fortunate  events,  but  if  we  cannot  break  the  alliance^ 
that  now  fubfifts  againft  us,  we  muft  be  finally  undone ; and  that 
is  as  demonftrable,  as  it  is  that  three  are  more  than  one.  O,  but  now 
we  have  hopes  of  Denmark ; fuch  hopes,  I fuppofe,  as  we  had 
very  lately  of  Spain,  with  whom  we  never  were  worie  than  at  that 
very  moment.  But  take  my  word  for  it,  you  will  not  get  Denmark. 
Slue  diable  feroit  notre  gendre  dans  cette  galere  ? (Why  fhould  our 
fon  in  law  (a)  interfere  in  this  quarrel)?  Will  he  renounce  the  French 
fubfidies,  which  he  now  enjoys  gratis  and  quietly,  and  tltruft  him- 
felf  in,  between  Ruflia  and  Sweden,  to  be  cruflied  by  both  ? 
Are  we  in  a fituation  to  invite  or  tempt  foreign  powers  to  embark 
in  our  wTctched  bottom  ? Surely  not.  They  are  perhaps  not  convinc- 
ed that  we  have  heads  to  contrive;  but  they  are  very  fure,  by  ex- 
perience, that  we  have  no  hands  to  execute.  ♦ * * * ♦ 

They  know  our  debt,  and  they  know  our  expence,  Bernfdorf  {b)  ne  s'f 
laijjera  pas  prendre.  (Bernfdorf  is  not  to  be  taken  in).  Our  prince 
of  Brunfwick  will,  I believe,  have  the  advantage  in  the  firft  blow, 
and  then  how  glad  we  (hall  be,  in  what  fpirits  ! The  poll  after- 
wards will  bring  an  account  of  Hanover’s  being  put  to  fire  and  fword; 
and  then  how  forry,  how  dejedfed  we  fhall  be ! * • * ♦ * 

His  grace  of  Bedford  feems  to  pafs  his  time  but  indifierently  in 
Ireland.  Our  news-mongers  here  recal  him  from  Ireland,  and  make 
him  lord  fteward,  which  by  the  way,  I dare  fay,  he  will  not  accept 
of.  They  fend  lord  Holdemefle  in  his  room  to  Ireland,  where,  if 
he  does  go,  the  l.ord  have  mercy  upon  him  ! for  that  machine  is 
falling  to  pieces,  let  who  will  go.  Then  they  make  lord  Halifax 
Iccrctary  of  ftate  in  his  Head,  and  Dupplin  firft  lord  of  trade.  Whe- 
tlier  this,  or  but  half  ont,  or  none  on’t,  be  true,  I little  either  know 
or  care.  I am  but  a pafienger,  and  fo  near  my  journey’s  ^nd,  that 
1 am  very  little  inquifitive  about  the  remainder  of  it. 

(a)  Tlie  ktr^  of  Denmark.  This  lord  Chcfterheld  took  from  Molierc^t  Fivhtritt  dt  StMptM* 
Several  of  this  inimitable  author's  fcnteoces  arc  become  proverbs. 

(h)  The  prime  miniAcr  of  Denmark. 

2 • I 
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I am  very  unwell,  but  not  worfe  than  when  I wrote  to  you  laft. 
This,  I am  furc,  I am, 

Yours, 

C. 


P.  S.  Tlris  moment  I have  receivetl  the  news  of  tlic  king  of 
Pruflia’s  farther  fuecefles.  1 am  very  glad  of  them,  but  calmly  lb. 
whereas  I am  fure  they  will  make  many,  I might  fay  moR,  peo- 
ple dnmk,  and  mad  with  joy.  But  the  great  alliance  ftill  fubfifts, 
and  that  is  the  objedt  that  I have  always  in  my  mind.  I have  alfo 
this  morning  received  a letter  from  the  refident  at  Hambourg,(a) 
in  which  he  tells  me  that  he  has  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  lhall  be 
foon  ordered  to  return  here,  to  attend  this  fellion  of  parliament.  I 
hope  he  is  mifinformed  ; for,  in  the  firft  place,  I fee  no  probability 
that  his  lingle  vote  can  be  wanted,  as  the  vigorous  profecution  of  the 
war,  the  king  of  Pniffia  for  ever,  and  down  with  the  French,  makes 
all  that  mob  as  tmanimous  as  any  bear-garden  mob  whatfoever.  In 
the  next  place,  it  would  take  the  boy  from  his  trade,  which  he  has 
but  begun  to  learn,  and  feems  to  apply  himfclf  to,  to  be  fauntering 
about  the  ftreets  of  London,  with  all  our  young  faintans.  Pray, 
tlierefore  lofe  no  time  in  folliciting  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  and  lord 
Holdemeflc,  in  my  name,  that  he  may  not  be  fent  for  over  this 
year,  tmlefs  there  Ihould  be  fuch  an  abfolute  neceflity  for  one  lingle 
vote,  as  I am  fure  I cannot,  and  as  1 believe  they  do  not,  forcfec. 
1 fliould  be  very  glad  hereafter,  to  have  him  find  favour  in  his  walk 
of  life  ; but  I would  firft  have  him  deferve  it,  by  his  diligence  and 
abilities.  This  winter’s  interruption  of  his  bulinefs,  would  put  him 
at  leaft  three  or  four  years  back.  Therefore  again,  with  my  bell 
compliments  to  the  duke  of  Newcaftle  and  lord  Holdemelle,  tell  them 
that  I eameftly  beg  it  as  a favour  of  them,  that  he  may  not  return 
this  year  at  lead,  without  a moll  abfolute  neceflity. 

C. 


(a)  His  fon  Mr.  Suobope,  then  member  of  parlUmeat  for  Lcflcard  in  Cornwall. 
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.LETTER  CXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Dec.  1757. 

DEAR  DATROLLES, 

* a * » I am  afraid  ftill,  as  I told  you  in  a former,  of  the 

confcquences  of  the  king  of  Pruflia’s  paflionate  defire  of  taking 
Breflaw,  not  only  for  the  fake  of  recovering  liis  capital  of  Silefia, 
hwt  of  taking  prince  Charles  Daun,  and  the  numerous  Auftrian  gar- 
rifon ; exadlly  tlie  cafe  of  Prague.’  As  to  our  final  fuccefs  uix)n  the 
whole  of  the  war,  I abfblutely  defpair  of  it,  and  I think  it  mud 
ncccffarily  end  both  difgraccfully  and  difadvantageoufly  for  us.  Were 
my  three  fchemes  executed,  as  I am  morally  fure  they  might  be, 
our  terms  of  jxiace  would  be  fomething  better.  I hoix:  we  flrall  no 
longer  be  frightened  out  of  our  wits,  with  the  never-intendeil  French 
invalion  of  this  country,  which  has  been  hitherto  jniffcd  by,  I 
■^now  who,  and  I know  why,  and  has  crippled  all  our  operations 
abroad.  Is  lord  Loudon  recalled  as  the  news-papers  fay  ? For  my 
part,  iince  he  is  there,  I would  rather  continue  him,  and  fend  him 
pofitive  and  unequivocal  orders  what  to  do,  than  fend  a new  man, 
•who  might  perhajw  get  there  too  late,  and  might  then,  if  a back- 
ward one,  plaufibly  plead  liis  ignorance  of  the  Hate  of  thofe  affairs, 
and  do  nothing  at  all.  * »»«»*»*»** 

Adieu,  my  fiicnd. 

Yours, 

C- 
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LETTER  CXVL 

TO  THE  SAME.. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


Biih,  Chr!R<nu.<I>]r,  1757. 


T HAVE,  this  moment,  received  your  letter.  I firmly  bclie\'e 
-*•  the  king  of  Pruflia’s  victory  at  LilTa ; the  acco^int  of  it,  to,  and 
from,  the  two  Mitchels  faj  muft,  I tldnk.  ujx)ii  the  whole,  be 
true,  though  perhaps  magnified  in  particular  parts.  I am  very 
glad  of  it ; but  foberly  fo,  for,  to  give  me  joy,  I mult  have  a. 
great  deal  more.  If  there  has  been  a battle  in  the  electorate,  I 
will  venture  to  prbphefy  tliat  thofe  who  attacketl  got  the  better 
for  I fuj4X)fe  that  monfieur  de  Richelieu  would  be  wile  enough  not 
no  rilk  a battle,  without  a great  fuperiority,  and  in  drat  call-,  if  he 
attacked,  I fear  we  lhall  be  beaten  ; but  if  he  found  himlcif  in  a 
lituation,  in  which  he  could  not  avoid  a battle,  and  that  we  attacked 
him,  I think  we  fliall  beat  him.  But  if  we  do,  IHII  mark  the  end  ont. 

The  more  I think  over  the  three  plans  mentioned  in  my  Mt,  t‘  ^ 
more  I think  them  both  necefiary  and  practicable.  Tiiis,  at  Icalt. 
I am  fure  of,  that  they  are  our  laft  convulfive  llruggles,  for  at  tin; 
rate  we  cannot  poffibly  livetlrrough  the  year  1759.  Aw/r  jouoits  ct 
notre  rejie,  and  therefore  lliould  pulh  it,  a touts  outr.ance,  (This 
being  our  laft  ftroke  Ihould  be  a defperate  one.) 

As  for  the  houfe  of  lords,  I may  fay  with  truth,  what  can  I do 
in  that  numerous  aflcmbly,  who  cannot  enjoy  tltc  company  of  tlirce 
or  four  friends,  by  the  chimney  Corner,  or  round  a table  ? Can  I, 
or  Ihould  I fpcak,  wlien  1 cannot  reply  ? No  : tjuiet  is  both  my 
choice  and. my  lor.  Tlae  .will  muft  now  ftand  for  the  deed ; I fliall 
lincereiy  w ilh  w ell  to  my  fpecics,  to  my  country,  and  to  my  friends,, 
but  can  ferve  none  of^them.  What  little  offices  I can  do  ui  private 
life,  I will  to  niy  power. 


(^)  Sir  the  nriiifti  envoy  to  the  Piudjim  court,  uod  Mr.  Mlchd,  for  nrmy 

yeui  rdicleoi  Irom  the  king  oi'  PruilU  in  London. 
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This  is  the  feafon  of  compliments,  confequently  of  lyes,  I will 
therefore  make  you  none,  at  fuch  a fufpicious  time.  You  know, 
I love  you,  Mrs.  Dayrolles,  and  all  who  belong  to  you  both  : guefs 
the  reft. 

Yours,  faithfully, 

C. 


LETTER  CXVII.  ’ 


TO  THE  SAME. 
DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


Blickhcsth,  June  to,  1763. 


T Heartily  congratulate  you  upon  yoiw  gout,  it  is  a certain  cure  for 

-*•  all  your  other  complaints. It  is  a proof  of  prefent  riches,  and 

a certain  pledge  of  their  future  increafe. It  is  a fign  of  long  life, 

for  it  is  well  known  that  every  man  lives  juft  as  long  after  the  firft  fit 
of  the  gout,  as  he  had  done  before  it. 

Though  this  fit  has  been  a very  flight  and  fliort  one,  it  is,  however, 
an  earneft  of  frequent,  and  beneficial,  returns  of  it. 

It  is  a grant  of  health  for  life,  not  in  the  power  of  kings  and 
courts  to  give  or  take  away,  and  therefore  more  valuable  than  all 
the  places  and  reverfions,  which  his  majefty  has  been  plcafed  to 
£rant  lately  to  fo  many  of  his  faithful  fubjedls. 

As  an  introdu6Uon  to  tliis  laft  favour,  it  pleafed  heaven  to  grant 
you  previoufly  a great  flrare  of  exemplary  patience,  to  enable  you  to 
make  a right  ufe  of  it. 

But  after  all,  if  comparifon  Icflens  calamities,  and  that  you  fliouW 
grumble  a little  at  (bme  trifling  Ihootings  and  throbbings  in  your 
foot,  any  lady  can  afliire  you,  that  they  are  nothing  when  compa- 
red to  the  pangs  of  child-bearing. 

God  blefe  you  and  Co.  very  ferioufly ; for  I am  very  ferioufly 
and  fincerely 

Yours, 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  CXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


BIwkheatli,  Sepb  10,  I7>2. 


T Know,  by  long  experience  of  your  friendfliip,  that  you  will  not 
grudge  in  a manner  any  trouble,  that  I may  delirc  of  you,  that 
can  either  be  of  ufe  or  plcafurc  to  me.  My  prelent  requeft  to  you 
is  of  that  kind. 

I have  hatl  feveral  letters  from  the  boy  (a),  fince  he  has  been 
abroad,  and  hitherto  all  feems  to  go  very  well.  But  I am  too  old  to- 
trull  to  appearances,  and  therefore  1 will  beg  of  you  to  write  to  Mr. 
D*Ey  verdun(^),  and  defire  him  to  fend  you  a letter  concerning  every 
thing  good  or  bad,  about  him.  You  mull  be  fenfible  of  the  great 
importance,  which  it  is  of  for  me  to  be  thoroughly  informetl  of  his 
faults,  as  well  as  of  his  perfedlions  ; and  this  is,  if  not  the  only  one, 
I am  fure  the  belt,  method,  of  my  knowing  them  really  and  truly. 

I am  rather  better  than  I was,  when  you  faw  me  lall,  but  indeed 
very  little,  and  extremely  weak.  I hope  you  and  tut/i  quanti  are 
in  a better  plight.  My  compliments  to  them  all,  and  believe  me  to. 
be,  what  I fincerely  am> 


Your,  faithful  friend. 


and  very  humble  fervant, 

C HE  STERFIELD. 


(d)  The  prefent  earl  of  Chcftcrficld. 

(t)  A Swifs  genttemao,  of  great  menc>  to  wiiomthe  care  of  tiic  young  man  wae  intrulleci  by 
•ur  carl)  during  hi&  firft  (ravels. 


LET- 


44® 


CliEStERFIELD'S  LEttERS 


LETTER  CXIX. 


TO  THK  SAME. 


Blickheath,  Sept.  17,  177a. 

DEAR  DAYROLLES, 

I Acknowledge  my  blunder  ; for  how  fliould  the  boy  and  monfieur 
D’Eyverdun  have  communicated  to  you  their  diredVion,  with- 
out infpiration,  wliich,  though  you  are  a very  devout  man,  I don’t 
Ix-lieve  has  been  granted  you.  The  diredtion  is  very  fliort ; To 
monfieur  D'Eyverdun  at  Leiplig,  and  I fend  all  my  letters  by  die 
common  port,  and  not  one  of  them  has  mifearried. 

I am  very  angry  at  the  return  of  Mrs.  Dayrolles’s  old  complaint, 
efi>ecially  as  flie  is  out  of  the  call  of  dodor  Warren ; but  1 am  glad 
to  hear,  that  your  olive-branches  ai-e  all  well.  Good  night  to  you. 

Yours,  moft  faithfully  'and  fincerely. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  CXX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


DEAR  DAYROLLES, 


BbeVheath,  Sept.  24,  17^1. 


T Have  juft  now  received  your  letter,  and  likew  ife  the  copy  of  that, 
which,  at  my  recpieft,  you  wrote  to  * * **.  I think  it  muft  have 
its  effed. 

I am  extremely  forry  for  Mrs.  Dav  rolles’s  fituation,  but  I am  a 
little  in  her  cald  ; for  it  is  now  four  months  fmee  I have  been  la- 
Ixmring  under  a diarrhnni,  which  our  common  dodor  Warren’ has 
not  been  uble  to  cure.  'I'o  be  nearer  him,  and  all  other  helps,  1 
fliall  fettle  in  town  this  day  fennigbt,  which  is  the  bed  place,  for 
lick  iieople,  or  well  people,  to  relide  at,  for  health,  bulinefs,  or 
pleal'ure.  God  blel's  you  all. 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  CXXI ». 

To  Sir  Thomas  Robinson  Bait. 


BlacLheath,  13,  1756. 

SIR, 

TT7HAT  can  a hermit  fend  you  from  hence  in  return  for  your 
entertaining  letter,  but  his  thanks  ? I fee  nobody  here  by 
choice,  and  I hear  nobody  by  neceffity.  As  for  the  contem- 
plations of  a deaf,  folitary  fick  man,  I am  fure  they  cannot  be  en- 
tertaining to  a man  in  health  and  fpirits,^  as  I hope  you  arc.  Since  I 
faw  you,  I have  had  not  one  hour’s  health,  the  returns  of  my 
vertigos  and  fubfequent  wcaknclfes  and  languors,  grow  both  llronger 
and  more  frequent,  and  in  rtiort  I exift  to  no  one  good  purixife  of 
life,  and  therefore  do  not  care  how  foon  fo  ufelefs  and  tirefomc  an 
exiftence  ceafes  entirely.  This  wretched  fituation  makes  me  read 
with  the  utmoft  coolnefs  and  indifference  the  accounts  in  the  news 
papers,  for  they  are  my  only  informers  now  you  arc  gone,  of 
wars  abroad,  and  changes  at  home.  I wifh  well  to  my  fjiecies  in 
general,  and  to  my  country  in  particular,  and  therefore  lament  the 
havock  that  is  already  made,  and  likely  to  be  made,  of  the  former, 
and  the  inevitable  ruin  which  I fee  approaching  by  great  rtrides  to 
the  latter:  but,  I confefs,  thofe  fenfations  are  not  lb  quick  in  me 
now  as  formerly  ; long  illnefs  blunts  them,  as  well  as  othci's,  and 
perhaps  too,  fclf-love  being  now  out  of  the  cafe,  I do  not  feel  fo  fen- 
fibly  for  others,  as  I fliould  do,  if  that  were  more  concerned.  This 
I know  is  wrong,  but  I fear  it  is  nature. 

• This  and  the  two  following  detached  letters  arc  fallen  into  my  hands  t limverer  uncon* 
nc3:cd  with  the  former^  they  arc  here  inltrted,  I Hatter  tnyiclf,  every  genuine  piece  of  the 
noble  author  will  prove  acve]>tab)e  to  my  readers. 

I have  been  informed  that  an  intimate  acquaintance  fubfiRcd  between  the  writer  of  tlic  follow* 
ing  letters,  and  tlic  gentleman  to  whom  they  arc  adrclfcd  for  above  Iralf  a century,  which  gave  rile 
Co  a very  voluminous  correfpondcnce.  Should  thefe  leitcn,  tt^ether  with  the  anfwers,  Uiat  have 
been  carefully  prefcrs'cd,  ever  appear  in  print,  as  poHibly  tlicy  may,  they  muR  prove  an  agreeable 
literary  acquifition,  and  furnifli  a very  ftriking  and  progrdBvc  pi£\urc  of  modern  times. 

VoL.  II.  M m m 


Since 


LtiRfi  C«£StERFtELt)’S  LEt^fcRfe 

Since  you  are  your  own  Reward,  do  not  cheat  yourfelf,  for  I 
have  known  many  a man  lofe  more  by  being  his  own  fte^va^d,  than 
he  would  have  been  robbed  of  by  any  other : tenants  are  always  too 
hard  for  landlords,  efpecially  fuch  landlords  as  think  they  underftand. 
thofe  matters  and  do  not,  whidx  ^rith  fubmiffion  may  poflibly  be 
your  cafe. 

1 go  next  week  to,  the  Bath  by  orders  of  the  Ikilful,  which  I 
obey  becaufe  all  places  are  alike  to  me ; otherwife,  1 expedl  no  ad^ 
vantage  from  it.  But  in  all  places,  I lhall  be  moft  fekldfuUy 

Yovirs, 


LETTER  eXXU. 


TO  THE,  SAME. 

fcjh,  Jm.  tj,  175T. 

1)  ECEIVED  of  fir  Thomas  Robinfon  baronet,  two  letters,  the 
one  bearing  date  the  i oth,  the  other  the  1 3th  of  this  prefent 
month,  both  containing  great  information  and  amufement,  for  wluch 
1 promife  to  pay  at  fight  my  fincereft  thanks  and  acknowledgments  1 
witnefs  my  hand., 

ChESTER'FIELDi. 


This  promifing  note  is  all  that,  in  my  prefent  Rate  of  ignorance 
and  dullnefs,  I can  offer  you  ; for  pay,  1 cannot.  The  attempt  upon 
the  king  of  France  was  undoubteiUy  the  refult  of  religious  enthu- 
Cafm : for  civil  enthufiafm  often  draws  the  fword,  but  feldom  the 
tbgger.  The  latter  feems  facred  to  eccIeRaRical  purpofes  ; it  muft 
have  a great  effeil  upon  liim  one  way  or  other,  according  as  fear  or 
refentraent  may  operate..  In  the  former  cafe,  he  will  turn  bigots 
6 which. 
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which  is  the  moft  likely.  In  the  latter  he  would  turn  man,  which 
I do  not  take  to  be  cafy  for  him.  In  either  cafe,  the  prielUiood 
or  the  parliament  muft  be  defperate.  And  with  all  my  heart. 

I am  impatient  to  read  fome  of  the  209  letters  addrefled  to  your 
humble  fervant,  under  the  name  of  Fitz  Adam,  for  God  forbid  that 
1 Ihould  read  them  all. 

Though  Arclubald  Bower,  efq;  has  ufed  a great  deal  of  paper,  he 
has  not,  in  my  opinion,  wiped  himfelf  clean ; a noble  friend  of 
ours  loves  hidden  and  extraordinary  converfions,  but,  for  my  part, 
1 am  very  apt  to  hilpecil  them. 

I Ihall  fo  foon  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you  in  perfon,  that  I 
will  fpare  you  upon  paper,  and  only  alTure  you,  attendant  mieux^ 
that  1 am.  moft  faithfully 

i'ours. 


C. 


1.  E T T E R CXXIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Both,  Nov.  30, 1 767. 

SIR, 

T CANNOT  conceive  why  you  will  not  allow  your  letter  to  have 
been  a news  letter;  1 am  fure  I received  it  as  fuch,  and  a very 
W'clcome  one  too.  Hoivever,  I am  glad  you  do  not  reckon  it  one, 
for  that  makes  me  expefl  another  very  foon,  accoi-ding  to  a good 
cuftom,  which  I hope  you  will  not  break  through  now. 

I alk  no  politics,  they  are  both  above  and  below  me.  I have 
quite  loft  the  clue  to  them,  and  fliould  only  bewilder  myfelf,  if  I 
w'ere  to  put  my  head  into  that  labyrinth.  The  three  great 
ftrokes  of  lord  — - 1 approve  of.  The  inclofure  of  the  king's 

M m m a forefts, 
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forcfts,  now  an  cxpence  to  the  crown,  and  a great  grievance  to  the 
country,  will  be  an  advantage  to  lx>th,  and  I am  altonilhed  it  has 
not  been  done  long  ago ; but  for  a general  excifc,  it  muft  change 
its  name  by  adt  of  parliament  before  it  will  go  down  with  the  peo- 
ple, who  know  names  better  than  things.  For  aught  1 know,  if  an 
a(ff  for  a general  excife  were  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  better  fecur- 
ing  the  liberty  and  property  of  his  majefty’s  fubjedls,  by  repealing 
fome  of  the  molt  biuthcnl'omc  cultom-houfc  laws,  it  might  be 
gladly  received. 

The  two  great  weddings  you  mention  have  fupplied  the  town 
w ith  that  fort  of  converfation  which  is  the  iittell  for  them.  Cuftom, 
which  governs  much  more  than  rcafon,  has  laid  the  tax  of  foolilh 
expence  ujwn  young  and  rich  couples,  tvhich  is  collcdfetl  by  folly; 
I do  not  entirely  difapprovc  of  that  ingenious  gentleman,  w'ho  has 

marrietl ; he  has  ruflted  into  the  danger  to  avoid  the  apprehen- 

hon,  reflc£ling  no  doubt  that,  had  he  married  any  other  woman  of 
equal  beauty,  he  muft  at  all  events  have  worn  the  falhionablc  badge 
of  diftiniftion  that  he  now  does. 

I flatter  myfelf  that  I am  well  with  your  brother,  the  primate  of 
Ireland,  w'ho  is  here  at  prefent  in  perfedf  health,  and  by  much  the 
fatteft  of  the  family.  My  brother’s  fit  I take  to  have  been  only  fuch 
a vertigo  as  1 have  had  a thoufand  times  formerly,  when,  if  I had  not 
been  fupjxuted  by  two  people,  I fhould  have  fallen  down.  I have 
fent  him  my  preferijition,  which,  I am  furc,  will  relieve,  if  not  cure 
him,  if  he  will  but  follow  it. 

Yours  fiiithfully, 

C. 


LET- 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  II.  LET.  CXXIII.  CXXIV.  453 


LETTER  CXXIV. 

To  Dr.  C H E Y N E,  of  Bath  ». 

London,  April  20,  1741. 

DEARDOCTOR, 

OUR  inquiries  and  advice  concerning  my  health  arc  very  pleaf- 
ing  marks  of  your  remembrance  and  friendflrip,  which,  I 
alTure  you,  I value  as  I ought.  It  is  very  true,  I have  during  thele 
laft  three  months,  had  frequent  returns  of  my  giddinefles,  languors, 
and  other  nervous  fymptoms,  for  which  I have  taken  vomits ; 
the  firft  did  me  good,  the  others  rather  difagreed  with  me.  It  is 
the  fame  with  my  diet ; fometimes  the  lowcit  agrees,  at  other  times 
difagrees  with  me.  In  lliort,  after  all  the  attention  and  obfers'ation 
I am  capable  of,  I can  hardly  fay  what  does  me  good  and  what  not. 
My  conlUtution  conforms  itfelf  fo  much  to  the  fdliioit  of  the  times, 
that  it  changes  almoft  daily  its  friends  for  its  enemies,  and  its  ene- 
mies for  its  friends.  Your  alkaliled  mercury,  and  your  Biu-gimdy, 
have  proved  its  two  moft  conftant  friends.  I take  them  both  now, 
and  with  more  advantage  than  any  other  medicine.  I propofe  go- 
ing  again  to  Spa,  as  foon  as  the  feafon  will  j)ermit,  having  really 
receivetl  great  benefit  by  thofe  waters  laft  year,  and  I find  my 
fliattercd  tenement  arlmits  of  but  half  repairs,  and  requires  thenv 
annually. 

The  corpus  fanum,  which  you  wifti  me,  will  never  be  my  lot, 
but  the  mens  Jana  I hope  will  be  continued  to  me,  and  then  I lliall 
better  l>ear  the  infirmities  of  the  tody.  Hitherto,  far  from  impair- 
ing my  reafon,  they  have  only  made  me  more  reafonable,  by  ftdxlu- 
ing  the  tumultuous  and  troublefome  pallions.  I enjoy  my  friends 
and  my  books  as  much  as  ever,  and  I feek  fur  no  other  enjoyments ; 
fo  that  I am  become  a ix:rfe<ft  philofopher,  but  whether  malgre  moi 
or  no,  I will  not  take  upon  me  to  determine,  not  being  furc  that  w e 
do  not  owe  more  of  our  merit  to  accidents  than  our  pride  and  felf- 
lovc  arc  w'illing  to  aicribc  to  them. 

* Tills  letter  is  printed  from  a copy,  which  wai  given  me  by  tlic  countefs  of  ClicncrficlJ.  Dr. 
Citcync  (lied  foon  after  the  date  of  this  letter, 

c 1 read 
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I read  with  great  pleafure  your  book,  which  your  bookfeller  fent 
me  according  to  your  dire£lions.  The  phyfrcal  -part  is  extremely 
good,  and  the  metaphyfical  part  may  be  fo  too,  for  what  I know, 
and  I believe  it  is,  for  as  I look  upon  all  metaphyCcs  to  be  guefs 
work  of  imagination,  I know  no  imagination  likelier  to  hit  upon  the 
right  than  yours  ; and  I will  take  your  guefs  againft  any  other 
metaphyfidan’s  whatfoever.  That  part,  which  is  founded  upon 
knowledge  and  experience,  I look  upon  as  a work  of  public  utility, 
and  for  which  the  prefent  age  and  their  pofterity  may  be  obliged  to 
you,  if  they  will  be  pleafed  to  follow  it. 


STHE  END  OF  THE  SECOND  BOOL. 
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To  Dr.  RICHARD  CHENEVIX^ 
Loro  Bishop  op  Waterford, 

' AND 

TO  SOME  OTHER  FRIENDS 
In  Ireland.  * 
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'J'  HE  originals  of  the  letters  to  the  bijhop  of  Waterford  were  entrufled 

•with  me,  by  that  venerable  prelate,  after  be  bad  fent  me  copies  of 
all,  made  under  bis  eyes. 

He  letter  to  Dr.  IJ'bitcombe,  and  that  to  the  late  Dr.  Madden,  are 
only  printed  from  copies,  for  wbkb  I am  indebted  to  tbe  fame  benevo- 
lent friend. 

From  him  alfo  I received  tbe  fix  original  letters  to  Homas  Prior,  efq\ 
a man,  wbofe  pbilantbropy,  and  zealous  attachment  to  tbe  real  interejls 
of  bis  country  were  defervedfy  applauded,  and  Jlrenuoujly  encouraged, 
by  tbe  earl  of  Cbejlerjield. 

Moji  of  tbe  notes  fubjoined  to  tbefe  letters  were  font  me  by  tbe  bijhop 
of  Waterford,  and  contain  fucb  informations,  as  be  alone  could  give. 
A few  of  my  own  I have  ventured  to  add,  but  only  in  cafes  where  fame 
elucidation  feemed  requijite. 

Sir  John  Irwine,  knigbt  of  tbe  Batb,  and  commander  in  chief  of  bis 
majejly's  forces  in  Ireland,  was  pleafed  to  communicate  fucb  of  tbe  letters 
from  bis  sioble  friend,  as  be  judged  worthy  of  tbe  attention  of  tbe 
public,  ‘though  feveral  of  them  were  written  while  tbe  general  was 
either  in  England  or  abroad,  yet,  as  moJl  relate  to  Irijh  ajj'airs,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  infert  them  in  this  book. 

He  three  lajl  letters,  viz.  two  from  Dr.  Swift  to  lord  Cbejler/ield, 
and  one  from  bis  lordjhip  to  tbe  Dean,  though  printed  before^,  were  too 
remarkable  to  be  detached  from  a colletlion,  intended  in  a great  meafure 
to  preferve  tbe  original  features  of  perfons,  equally  dijiinguijbed  by  tbar 
humor  and  tbeir  wit. 

* Thofe  of  ihc  Dean,  in  his  Work*,  vol.  VIII,  in  410. ; lord  Chefterficld’a  in 
CollcAion  of  Dr.  Swift's  Letter*. 

Vol.  II.  N n n 
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LETTER  I. 

To  Dr.  R.  CHENEvrx,  Lord  Bifliop  of  Waterford. 

London,  Feb.  15, 

DEAR  DOCTOR, 

T THANK  you  for  both  your  letters,  I wovild  have  acknowledged 
your  former  fooner,  but  partly  bufinefs  and  partly  dilinritednefs 
hindered  me. 

We  have  hoth  loft  a good  friend  in  Scarborough  ; nol>ody  can 
replace  him  to  me,  I wiflr  I coukl  replace  him  to  you;  but  as  things 
ftand,  I fee  no  great  hopes  of  it. 

As  for  the  living  of  Southwark,  I would  not  advife  you  to  ex- 
pert: it ; for^^***  1 am  perfuaded  will  never  let  you  have  it.  He  carries 
his  refentment  to  the  higheft  degree  even  againft  the  memory  of 
one,  who  was  but  too  long  his  friend,  and  too  little  a while  his 
enemy.  However,  when  it  becomes  vacant,  I would  have  you 
renew  your  application  for  it. 

I am,  with  great  truth. 

Your  fincere  friend. 

Chesterfield. 

N nn  a LET- 
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LETTER  II. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Sp>.  July  S.  174J. 

DEAR  DOCTOR, 

T T w.as  with  real  concern  that  1 heard  you  were  ill,  and  it  is  witli 
-*■  equal  truth  that  I hope  this  will  find  you  perfeily  recovered : 
that  virtue,  which  makes  you  fit,  and  it  may  be  willing,  to  die, 
makes  thofe  who  are  acquainted  with  it,  as  I am,  unwilling  you 
fiiould  ; therefore  take  care  of  your  health,  and  let  it  not  be  aflfe<5ted 
by  a too  great  fcnlibility  of  thofe  misfortunes  that  infeparably 
attend  our  Hate  here.  Do  all  you  can  to  prevent  them,  but,  w'hen 
inevitable,  bear  them  with  refolution  ; this  is  the  part  I take  with 
relation  to  my  own  health  : I do  aU  I can  to  retrieve  and  improve  it, 
and  if  I acquire  it,  I will  do  all  I can  to  preferve  it ; my  bodily  in- 
firmities fltall  as  little  as  pollible  afFedl  my  mind,  and  fo  far  at  leaft 
1 will  leflen  the  weight  of  them. 

Thefe  waters  have  already  done  me  fo  much  good,  that  I have 
reafon  to  cxpeiH  a great  deal  more  from  them,  and  I exped.  ftill  more 
benefit  from  palling  my  autumn  afterwards  in  conftant  travelling 
through  the  fouth  of  France  : thus  you  fee  I anticipate  eventually 
the  good,  which  is  at  leaft  fo  much  clear  gain,  let  what  will  happen 
afterwards  ; do  fo  too,  dear  dodlor,  and  be  as  well,  and  as  happy,  as 
you  are  finccrely  wilhed  to  be  by 

Your  moft  faithftil  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LET- 
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LETTER  111. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


t.ondon,  March  6,  174a. 

DEAR  DOCTOR, 

T WILL  not  tell  you  that  I am  furry  for  your  Southwark  difap- 
jx)intment  *,  bccaufe,  as  the  Iriflrman  faid,  I think  you  have  got 
a lofs  ; and  conlidcring  the  charge  of  removing,  and  the  increafe  of 
your  expence  by  living  in  London,  1 am  fure  you  would  have  been 
no  gainer  by  your  preferment,  and  yet  you  would  have  been  looked 
upon  by  the  court  as  provided  for.  ' I need  not  tell  you,  I am  fure,, 
how  much  I \\  ilh  to  be  able  to  contribute  to  the  advantageous  change 
of  your  fuuation  ; but  I am  fure  too,  that  I cannot  tell  you  when  I 
fliall  ; for,  till  I can  do  it  confiftently  with  my  honor  and  confcience,. 
I will  not  do  it  at  all,  and  1 know  you  do  not  defire  I Ihould.  The  public 
has  already  afligned  me  different  employments,  and  among  others 
that  which  you  mention ; but  I have  been  offered  none,  I have  afked 
for  none,  and  I will  accept  of  none,  till  I fee  a little  clearer  into  mat- 
ters than  I do  at  prefent : I have  oppofed  meafures,  not  men,  and 
the  change  of  two  or  three  men  only  is  not  a fufEdent  pledge  to 
me  that  meafures  will  be  changed,  nay  rather  an  indication  that 
they  will  not;  and  I am  fure  no  employment  whatfoever  fliall 
prevail  with  me  to  fupport  meafures  I have  fo  juftly  oppofed.  A 
good  confcience  is  in  my  mind  a better  thing  than  the  beft  employ- 
ment, and  I will  not  have  the  latter  till  I can  keep  it  with  the 
former  : when  that  can  be,  I fliall  not  decline  a public  life,  though  in 

***  TheSocthwarkdifaf^mtincnr^  which  his  lorJlhip  alludes  was  my  not  the  panHi 

of  S.  Otave’i,  when  it  became  vacant,  which  had  been  promiled  me,  upon  ins  lordlhip*s  hrft 
**  coming  from  Holland,  by  iir  Robert  Walpole,  on  the  recommendation  of  lord  Cheilcrficld  amt 
**  lord  Snrborough.  On  this  promife  not  bcii^  kept,  the  latter  complaint  to  the  king  himlclf, 
**  and  in  a (Irong  manner,  of  the  little  regard  which  had  been  paid  to  his  recommendation  in  my 
« favour,*^ 

Letter  from  the  biihop  of  Waterford. 
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truth  more  inclined  to  a private  one.  You  did  very  well  to  liinder 
vour  friend,  Mr.  Hutcliins  »,  from  taking  a ufelcfs  journey.  I have 
lieard  a very  gmxl  charaftcr  of  him,  and  fltall  be  very  glad  to  do  for 
him  u hen  in  my  power ; but  he  nnift  naturally  fuppofe  too,  that  I 
have  fome  prior  engagements  to  fatisfy,  and  you  will  poffibly  think 
it  but  reaibnable  that  you  fliould  be  my  firft  tare ; at  leaft  1 think  fo, 
for  1 am  very  faithfully  yours, 

Chesterfield. 

My  compliments  to  Mrs.  Chenevix. 


I.  E T T E R IV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


LonJon,  Nov.  3,  1743. 

DEAR  DOCTOR, 

A S this  is  a begging  letter,  I think  I fliould  begin  in  the  ufual 
ftyle  of  thofc  cpiltlcs,  and  tell  you  that  paft  favours  embolden 
me  to  alk  for  new  ones,  and  that  your  ale  was  fo  good  that  I wifti 
you  would  fend  me  a little  more  of  it.  By  the  time  it  lafted  me, 
for  I drank  the  latl  bottle  yefterday,  you  may  judge,  that  I mean 
litterally  but  a little  more,  and  if  you  fend  me  more  tlian  you  did 
laft  time,  it  will  only  be  fpoilcd  before  it  is  drunk. 

My  brother  John  told  me  he  left  you  at  Nottingham  in  perfedt  health, 
which  1 was  extremely  glad  to  hear,  it  being  in  my  mind  impoffible  for 
a man  not  to  be  happy  with  good  health  and  a good  confdence  like 
yours.  Money  may  improve,  but  cannot  make  happinefs  ; and 
though  I wifh  it  wouUl  improve  yours,  yet  in  the  mean  time,  I am 
comTiiced  that  there  arc  many  more  people  in  this  kingdom  that 
have  reafon  to  envy  your  fituation,  than  to  prefer  their  own  to  it. 

• Vfr.  Hurcltint  was  a very  worthy  clergyman  bcncficed  in  LeiceRcrfliirc,  and  a diRanc  rcia- 
t:«n  of  hii  lorUdiip. 

5 I have 
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I have  been  of  late  a little  out  of  onler  with  a cold;  but  bleeding 
fet  me  right,  and  I am  in  hopes  of  refilling  the  winter  tolerably, 
w'hich  is  the  trying  feafbn  to  me. 

Adieu,  dear  dodlor,  diver tiffez-vous,  il  n'y  a rien  de  lei ; and  believe 
me  moft  affedionately  and  faithfully, 

Yours 

C. 


LETTER  V. 

TO  THE  S.^ME. 


Htgue,  March  12,  N.  S.  1745# 


T PUT  notliing  at  top  of  this  letter,  not  knowing  wliether  the 
familiar  apjiellation  of  dear  dodlor  would  now^  become  me  ; be- 
caufc  1 hojx;  that  by  the  time  you  receive  this  letter,  you  will  be,  as  it 
were,  my  lord  of  Clonfert.  1 have  the  pleafure  of  telling  you,  that 
I have  this  day  recommended  you  to  the  king,  for  the  biflioprick  of 
that  name,  now  vacant  by  the  tranflation  of  its  laft  bifliop  to  the  fee 
of  Kiltlare.  1 hoiie  my  recommend.ation  will  not  be  rcfuled,  though 
I would  not  fw^ear  for  it ; therefore,  do  not  abfolutely  dejK-nd  xnx'n 
your  confecratii  n,  and  flay  quietly  where  you  are,  till  you  hear 
further  from  me.  I afllire  you,  I expeifl  few  greater  plcafurcs  in 
the  remainder  of  my  life,  than  that  I now  feel  in  rewarding  your 
long  attachment  to  me,  and,  what  I value  ftill  more,  your  ow  n me- 
rits and  virtues. 

Yours  fincerely, 

C. 


L E T- 


464  LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


LETTER  VI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Hague,  April  27,  N.S.  1745. 

DEAR  DOCTOR, 

J TOLD  you,  at  firft,  not  to  reckon. too  much  uixin  the  fucccfs 
of  my  recommendation  ; and  I have  ftill  more  reafon  to  give  you 
the  lame  advice  now,  for  it  has  met  with  great  difficulties,  merely 
as  mine,  and  I am  far  from  knowing  yet  how  it  will  end.  Pray, 
give  no  anfwer  wharlbever  to  any  body,  that  either  writes  or  fj>eaks 
to  you  upon  that  fubjedl,  but  leave  it  to  me,  for  I make  it  my  own 
affair ; and  you  lhall  have  either  the  bifltoprick  of  Clonfert,  or  a 
better  thing,  or  elfe  I will  not  be  lord  lieutenant.  I hope  to  be  in 
England  in  about  a fortnight,  when  this  affair  muft  and  lliall  be 
brought  to  a decilion  Good  night  to  you. 

' Yours, 

C. 

■'*  W]ien  the  king  refufed  bii  confent  to  the  making  me  a bifhop,  he  direfted  lord  Harrington, 
’then  fcerctary  of  ftate,io  anjuaint  lord  Chcfterfield  that  he  would  comply  with  his  application  ia 
favour  of  any  one,  t xcept  me.  His  lordfhip^s  anfwer  was,  tliat  he  would  not  continue  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  except  1 had  the  vacant  htihoprick.  One  of  the  reafons  given  by  his  inajeHy, 
-was  bccaufe  Ik  whs  told  I wrote  political  pamphlets  againCl  the  adminiilration,  which  was  ablb- 
lutclv  falie;  for  1 declare  in  the  moll  fblonn  manner,  that  I never  wrote  any  pajnphlet  whatever, 
and  I further  declare  that  lord  Chefterlicid  neser  employed  me  to  negotiate  for  Imn  any  political 
tranfaflion,  though  fir  Robert  thought  lb,  becaule  I ulcd  to  go  to  his  lordOiip  every  morning  at 
eight  o*clodi,  and  iiad  the  honor  to  fiay  with  him  till  be  was  dreilcd.  In  canlc^ucncc  of 
this,  1 was  informed  upon  thq  beft  authority,  thataperfon  ulcd  to  follow  me  uj<'n  my  golngout 
of  his  lorfhip*s  houfe  ; and  as  I ibmetimes  went  from  lord  Cbdlerlield  to  lord  ^carboiough,  fir 
Robert  thought  F carried  niefliges  from  one  to  the  other,  which  I never  did.  T1ki«  was  no 
occafion  fi>f  my  doirg  it,  as*lord  Scarborough  made  no  fecret  of  his  going  to  lord  Ch;'fterfield,  for 
I base  feen  himmyielf  gofrore  his  iordlhip  to  fir  Robert,  they  living  oi^pofite  to  tach  oiher,  in 
St.  James's  Square.  Another  reafon,  the  king  gave  for  his  rcfufal,  was  iKcaufe  lord  Scarborough 
had  roinplaiaed  to  him,  with  fomc  warmth,  of  the  little  regard  that  had  been  (liewed  to  his  re- 
commendation in  my  favour. 

Per!).nps  another  rcalbn  was,  that  his  majcAy  was  glad  tocrofs  his  lordlhip's  recommendation 
in  my  favour,  knowing  the  great  regard  and  aifcAion  he  was  fo  good  to  have  for  me. 

r rom  the  bilhop  of  Waterford. 


LET- 
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LETTER  Vn. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Hague,  May  ii,  N.  S.  1745. 

MY  GOOD  LORD, 

"^^OW  you  are  what  I had  pofitively  declared  you  fhould  be,  a 
bilhop ; but  it  is  bilhop  of  Killaloe,  not  Clonfert,  the  latter 
refufing  the  tranflation.  Killaloe,  I am  aflured,  is  better.  I heartily 
wifli  you  joy,  and  could  not  refufe  myfelf  that  pleafure,  though  I am 
in  the  greatell  hurry  imaginable,  being  upon  my  journey  to  Helvoct- 
Sluys  for  England.  Adieu. 

Yours, 

C, 


LETTER  Vm. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 


London,  Jane  iB,  >747« 


T THANK  you  for  your  letter  and  for  your  kind  hint,  and  am 

heartily  glad  to  hear  that  you  have  made  up  your  affair  with 
your  predcceflbr’s  widow. 

What  becomes  of  your  intended  eftablifliment  at  Waterford  for 
the  reception  of  foreigners  *?  Does  it  go  on  } It  would  be  of  great 
advantage  to  the  town,  and  a good  example  to  others.  How  does  Mr. 
Smith’s  linen  manufacture  flourifli  with  you  ? If  it  profpers,  I fhould 
think  it  would  both  invite  and  employ  foreigners.  I wiflt  my  coun- 
try people,  for  1 look  upon  myfelf  as  an  Irifhman  flill,  would  but 
attend  half  as  much  to  thofe  ufeful  objcCls,  as  they'  do  to  the  glory  of 
the  militia  and  the  purity  of  their  claret.  Drinking  is  a moft  bcaltly 


Thai  feheme,  intcndcti  ffw  the  encouragement  of  Trench  protcftaiu?,  did  not  aafwcr  the 
cKpedation  of  thole  who  had  formed  it. 

vVoL.  II.  Ooo  vice 
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vice  in  every  country,  but  it  is  really  a ruinous  one  to  Ireland  : nine 
gentlemen  in  ten  in  Ireland  are  impoverished  by  the  great  quantity 
of  claret,^  which,  from  miftaken  notions  of  hofpitality  and  dignity, 
they  think  it  neceflary  Ihould  be  dnmk  in  their  houfes  ; this  expence 
leaves  them  no  room  to  improve  their  eftates,  by  proper  indulgence 
uix)n  proper  conditions  to  their  tenants,  who  muft  pay  them  to  the 
full,  and  upon  the  very,  day,  that  they  may  pay  their  wine  mer- 
chants. 

There  was  a law,  in  one  of  the  antient  governments,  1 have  forgot 
which*,  that  empowered  a man  to  kill  his  wife,  if  flie  fmelt  of  wine. 
I moft  fincerely  wifli  that  there  were  a law  in  Ireland,  and  better  exe- 
cuted tlian  moft  laws  are,  to  empower  the  wives  to  kill  their  hulbands 
in  the  like  cafe  ; it  would  promote  fobriety  extremely,  if  the  effc(5ls 
of  conjugal  affi^ion  were  fully  conftdered. 

Do  you  grow  fat  ? Are  Mrs  Chenevix  and  your  children  all  well  ? 
Are  you  as  chcarful  and  as  happy  as-  your  good  confcience  ought 
to  make  you  ? 1 hojic  them  all,  for,  upon  my  word,  nobody  loves 
and  values  you  more  than 

Your  faitliful  frieiul  anti  fervant. 

Chesterfield.- 


LETTER'  IX.- 


TO  THE  SAME. 


«T4rt. 


MT  DEAR  LORD, 

T AM  very  glad  to  hear  of  your  fafe  arrival  upon  Inflt. ground, 
after  your  diftreftes  upon  the  Irifli  feas  : cfeapes  always  make 
people  either  much  bolder  or  much  more  timid  than  they  were  be- 

* It  was  of  t^ie  antient  Romans  : that  law»  indeed,  did  not  fubiiR  long  in  all  its  feverit^  ; 
but  even  when  the  ladies  bad  obtained  the  penuiiBon  of  drinking  wine,  thcY  were  punifhed  tor 
abufing  of  that  iudulgence,  and  the  wife  of  a fenator,  baring  been  conviAcd  of  drunktnncfs,  was 
deprived  of  ber  marriage  portion. 

f This  date  is  not  in  the  band  of  lord  Cbeilerfield ; and  I fofpefl  it  to  be  faulty. 

4 fore ; 
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fore ; yours , I hope,  will  have  the  former  of  thefe  efie<5ls,  and  en- 
fourage  you  rather  to  vifit  your  friends  in  England. 

I have  been  a country  gentleman  a great  while,  for  me,  that  is,  for 
I have  now  been  a fortnight  together  at  Blackheath,  and  flay  three 
or  fom  days  longer.  The  furor  borlenjis  (garden-madnefs)  has  feizcd 
me,  and  my  acre  of  ground  here  aflFords  me  more  pleafure  than  king- 
doms do  to  kings ; for  my  obje£l  is  not  to  extend,  but  to  enrich  it. 
My  gardener  sails  me,  and  I mult  obey.  Be  as  well  and  as  chear- 
ful  as  you  can,  andbelicve  me  naoft  faithfully  and  truly 

Yours, 

Chesterfield# 


LETTER  X. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Bath,  March  i,  174S. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T THANK  you  for  your  kind  letter,  by  which  I am  glad  .to 
find  that  you  approve  of  my  refignation,  and  of  my  refolutibn 
to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a private  life  ; indeed  I had  enough  both 
of  the  pageantry  and  hurry  of  public  life,  to  fee  their  futility,  and 
I withdraw  from  them,  uti  conviva  fatur  (as  a fatisfied  gueft.)  This 
conviction  from  experience  fecured  me  from  regret ; thofe  who  have 
only  feen  the  gaudy  outfide  of  great  ftations,  languifli  for  their 
hiddert  charms,  which  in  my  mind  foon  latiate  after  poflellion  *. 

I am  very  glad  to  hear  that  I lhall  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you 
and  your  family  here  this  fummer ; I know  that  I cannot  fee  a 
truer  nor  a warmer  friend,  which,  I alTure  you,  you  may  fay  too 


* When  I had  the  honor  to  fee  lord  Clicfterhcld,  foow  time  after  hie  reTigoation,  ooe  rea« 
fbn  he  told  whjr  was  glatl  be  bad  rtftgncd,  waa  becaufe  it  was  very  diiicvlti  in  the  public 
ftation  be  wai  in,  to  be  intircly  free  from  doing  things  that  were  not  quite  right. 

Biilmp  of  Waterford. 

when 
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■w'.iLn  you  fee  me.  1 fuppofe  that  vo\i  will  flop  in  your  way  in 
Nottinghamfhire  to  (ee  your  fon,  whom  as  you  return  you  will  pro- 
bably take  with  you  to  Ireland. 

I have  been  here  now  a fortnight,  and  have  found  good  by 
the  waters,  not  that  1 had  any  great  occafion-  for  tlrem,  but,  to  fay 
the  tnith,  1-came  here  chiefly  to  be  out  of  the  way  of  being  talked  to, 
and  talked  of^  while  my  relignation  was  tlie  only  objeft  of  converfa- 
rion  iti  town. 

Adieuj  my  dear  lord : I cannot  tell  you  how  fincerely  and 
affciUonatcly  I am 

Yours, 

’ CHESTERFIELJJi 


" LETTER  XI.. 

TO  THE  SAME.:. 

Voodoo,  Dec.  aS, 

MY  DEAR  LORD^ 

' HIS  is  to  moft  people,  and  in  moft  places,  the  ftafon  of  lies,.dig- 
-*•  nifled  and  diftinguilhed  by  the  name  of  compliments;  with 
me  it  is  a feafon  of  truth,  whenl  afliire  you  that  Iwilh  you,and  all 
who  belong  to  you,  whatever  you  wilh  for  yourfclves  or  for  each 
other,  more  particularly  health,  with  w'hich  nobody  need  be  unhappy. 

Though  you  would  not. tell  me  how  loon,  and  how  generoufly, 
you  provided  for  Dr.  Young’s  fbn  »,  he  did,  and  with  all  the  pro- 
fellions  of  gratitude  which  he  owed  you.  I am  as  much  oblige  to 
you  as  he  can  be ; I am  glad  that  the  young  man  has  a good  cha- 
racfler,  which  you  know  I made  a conditio  fine  qua  non  of  my  requeft ; 


* I muA  obferve  here,  that  lord  CbeAerficld  never  rroommended  any  one  to  the  ecclcfiaftical 
preferment*  in  iny  jglft  but  Mr.  Young.  When  he  did,  it  was  in  the  handfomeft  mam>er,  by  tell-* 
ing  me  twice  in  kis  letter,  “ RememMr  that  1 do  not  recommoid,  but  if  yon  approve  «f  hischa» 
ra^cr^  you  wiU  do  a good-aatvred  aAion.'* 

BUbop  of  Wateiford. 

and; 
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and  I hope  that  my  recommendation  interfered  with  no  views  of 
your  own  in  favour  of  any  other  perfon. 

Lord  Scarborough’s  pidure  will  be  finiflied  this  week,  and  fent  to  ■ 
Mrs.  Chenevix ; I think  it  is  very  well  done,  and  indeed  ought  to 
be  by  the  time  Bai  ret  has  taken  to  do  it  in  ; but  he  has  taken  it 
into  his  head,  and  I cannot  fay  that  I have  difcouraged  him,  that  a 
great  painter  fliouhl  alfo  be  a poet,  that  the  fame  warmth  of  imagi-  - 
nation  equally  forms  both ; and  confequently,  when  I expedl  him  to  • 
bring  me  home  a very  good  copy  of  a pidture,  he  frequently  brings 
an  execrable  copy  of  verfes  inftead  of  it.  The  melon  feeds  fliall  go 
by  the  fame  opportunities 'of  the  pidhire  and  candlefticks,  which  I ‘ 
fuppofe  will  be  time  enough,  lince  they  are  not  to  be  fown  till  ^ 
February. 

I have  not  yet  been  able  to  get  the  workmen  out  of  my  houfe  in  • 
town  ; and  fliall  have  the  pleafure  of  their  company  fome  months  •• 
longer.  One  would  > think  that  I liked  them,  for  1 am  now  full  of 
them  at  Blackheath,  where  I am  adding  a gallery.  11  ne  faut  ja- 
mais faire  les  fottifes  i demi.  (Foolilh  things  ftiould  never  be  done . 
Uy  halves.) . I .am,  ,my  dear  lord, , 

Moft  faithfully  yours, , 

Chesterfield.  . 


LETTER  XII. . 

TO  THE  SAME.. 


November  30,  1751,* 

MY  DTAR  LORD,  , 

A/f’  Y reproach  by  Dr.  Thomas,  I infill  upon  it,  was  a very  juft  one, 
and  your  excufe  a very  lame  one  : indifferent,  as  I am  grown 
about  moft  things,  you  could  not  fuppofe  that  I was  become  fo,  w here 
the  health  and  happinefs  of  you  and  your  family  were  concerned  ; 

OIX‘ 
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on  the  contrary,  I find,  that  in  proportion  as  one  renounces  public, 
one  grows  more  fcnfible  to  private,  fodal  cares.  My  circle,  thank 
-t?od,  is  fo  much  contrailed,  that  my  attention  can,  and  does,  from 
•its  center  extend  itfelf  to  every  point  of  the  circumference.'  I am 
very  glad  to  hear  that  your  fon  goes  on  fo  well,  and  as  he  docs  go  on 
fo  well,  why  Ihould  you  move  him  ? The  Irilh  fchools  and  univer- 
fitics  are  iniiifputably  better  than  ours,  with  this  additional  ad- 
wantage,  tliat  having  him  within  your  reach  will  be  much  better 
for  him  than  a better  place  out  of  it ; a man  no  more  liveth  by 
•Latin  and  Greek  than  by  bread  alone  ; but  a father’s  care  of  his 
foil's  morals  and  manners  is  furely  more  ufeful,  than  tlie  critical 
•knowledge  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  liippofing  that  it  were,  which  it 
very  feldom  is,  acquired  at  fchools  : I do  not  therefore  hefltate  to 
advife  you,  to  put  your  fon  to  tlie  beft  fchool,  that  is,  tlte  neareft  to 
your  ufual  place  of  refidence,  that  you  may  fee  and  examine  him 
often  and  ftriiSly,  and  watch  his  progrefs,  not  only  in  learning,  but 
in  morals  and  manners,  inftead  of  trufting  to  interefted  accounts  of 
diftant  fchool-mafters.  , 

His  grace  of  Tuam’s  recovery  has,  I find,  delayed,  if  not  broke, 
a long  chain  of  ecclefiaftical  promotions,  of  which  the  firft  hnk  is 
the  only  one  I intcreft  myfelf  in,  I mean  the  tranflation  of  that  good 
man  and  citizen,  the  bifhop  of  Meath*,  to  Tuam  ; the  more  he 
gets,  the  more  Ireland  gets ; that  being  your  cafe  too,  pray,  hovr 
goes  the  copper  mine  ? Fruitful  and  yet  inexhauftible,  I hope.  If  it 
will  but  fupply  you  with  riches,  I will  anfwer  for  your  making  the 
beft  ufe  of  them. 

I hear  with  great  plcafure  that  Ireland  improves  daily,  and  that 
a fpirit  of  induftry  fpreads  itfelf,  to  the  great  increafe  of  trade  and 
manufadhires.  I think  I intereft  myfelf  more  in  tliat  country  than 
in  this ; this  is  paft  its  perfeiftion,  and  feems  gradually  declining 
into  wcaknefs  and  caducity ; that  feems  but  tending  to  its  vigour 
and  perfeiftion,  and  engages  ones  expedtations  and  hopes ; one  loves, 
a promifing  youth,  one  only  efteems  an  old  man  ; the  former  is  a 

• Dr.  Maul. 

much 
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much  qxikker  fentiment  than  the  latter  : both  thofe  fentiments  con- 
Ipire,  I alTure  you,  in  forming  that  friendfliip  with  which  1 am, 

, My  dear  lord, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant,  , 

ChESTERFIELB'. 


LETTER  Xlll. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


MT  DEAR  LORD, 


London,  Maj  2j,  175J. 


T AM.  doubly  concerned  at  Mrs.  Chenevix’s  illncfs,  for,  wliileihe 
-*■  is  fo  ill,,  1 am  fure  you  cannot  be  well : though  in  fome  cafes  I 
would  take  Ward’j  remedy  myfelf,  I cannot  recommend  it  to  others  ; . 
it  has  certainly  done  a great  deal  of  good  in  many  cafes,  in  others  it 
has  fometimes  done  harm ; he  gives  it  indiferimately  in  all,  and  con- 
fequently  improperly  in  fome  it  is  all  one  and  the  fame  medicine, 
though  he  gives  it  in  difierent  lhapes,  and  calls  it  by  different  names  - 
of  drop,  pill,  and  powder  : the  principle  is  known  to  be  antimony, , 
hut  in  what  manner  prepared,  nobody  yet  has  been  able  to  difeover. . 

You  are  engaged  in  a moft  ufeful  and  charitable  defign,  and  I . 
diink  that  you  and  my  friend  the  bilhop  of  Meath  have  begged  very 
facccfsfully  for  the  time ; . he  is  an  old  experienced  beggar,  and  you 
cannot  learn  the  mendicant  trade  under  a better  mafter  ; tliis  under- 
taking is  worthy  of  both  your  characters,  and  becomes  you  as  men,  . 
citizens,  and  bifliops. . I defire  that  I may  be  upon  your  lift  of  con-  - 
tributors ; . therefore,  pray,  lay  dow  n fifty  pounds  for  me,  and  i 
draw  upon  me  for  it  by  the  very  firft  opportunity.  Private  fub- 
feriptions  cau  never  extend  tliis  excellent  feheme  fo  far  as  it  ought 
to  be  carried,  though  nothing  but  private  fubferiptions  and 
diligence  could  have  laid  the  foundation  of  it.  You  have  ma  le  a 
beginning,  which  is  often  the  greateft  difficulty,  and  I think  it  is;  now 

imi>offiblc 
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Hnix)nible  but  that  the  government  and  parliament  muft  carry  it 
on.  I will  venture  to  fay  that  they  have  no  objedl  which  fo  aveU  de- 
fcrvcs  their  attention.  Could  the  government  and  parliament  lie 
brought  to  adopt  this  affair  heartily,  and  pufh  it  effedhtally,  a confi- 
tlcrable  fum  ought  to  be  granted  for  that  particular  purpofe,  as  was 
tlone  in  England,  at  the  time  of  the  great  refuge  upon  the  revoca- 
tion of  the  edit  de  Nantes.  Lands  too  might  be  purchafed,  and  houfes 
and  necefliuies  provided,  for  the  refugees  in  Kerry  and  in  Connaught, 
near  and  under  the  prote»51ion  of  fome  of  the  barracks,  which  would 
greatly  improve  and  civilize,  and  in  time  enrich,  thofe  two  at  prefent 
iiihoipitablc  and  almoft  barbarous  counties.  The  opportunity  is  now 
extremely  favourable,  while  the  weaknefs  of  the  French  government 
futlcrs  the  rage  and  fury  of  the  clergy  to  drive  fuch  numbers  of  its 
fubjefts  into  other  countries.  I wifli  we  could j^et  them  all  into  Eng- 
land and  Ireland  ; that  would  be  the  tme  and  juftifiable  way  of  pro- 
moting the  Proteftant  intereft,  infte.ad  of  following  the  example  of  the 
.Papifts,  by  pcrfecuting  them.  FJl  aitquid  prodire  tenus\  (there  is  fome 
merit  in  breaking  the  ice;)  you  have  that  merit,  and  I dare  fay  thefe 
new  little  colonies  will  tluive  and  extend  to  a certain  degree,  even 
llrould  the  government  not  think  them  worth  its  attention : but  1 
hope  it  will. 

I have  been  now'  confined  near  a month  by  a fall  from  my  liorfe, 
which,  though  by  good  luck  it  neither  broke  nor  diflocated  any  bone, 
brvjifed  the  muCblcs  fo  much,  that  I have  yet  very  little  ufe  of  my 
leg ; I can  juft  hobble  acrofs  my  room  with  a ftick,  and  that  is  all ; 
but  I have  had,  and  ftill  have,  a much  worfe  complaint,  which  is  my 
dcafnefs,  for  w liich  I have  yet  found  no  relief,  though  I have  tried 
a thoufand  infallible  remedies:  as  foon  as  my  lamenefs  w'ill  allow  me, 
I will  go  to  Blackheath,  and  feek  the  refuge  of  a deaf  man,  reading 
and  walking. 

Lady  Chefterfield  femls  her  compliments  to  you  and  Mrs.  Che- 
nevix,  at  whofe  illnefs  fhe  is  much  concerned ; fhe  has  fent  you  from 
Briftol  a bulto  of  your  humble  fervant,  caft  from  a marble  one  done 
by  Mr.  Hoare  at  Bath,  for  Mr.  Adderly  : it  is  generally  thought  very 
like.  Adieu,  my  dear  lord. 

1 am  faitlrfully  yours, 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Ixmdon,  July  l4>  i7S** 

•MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T KNOW  the  gentlenefs,  the  humanity,  and  the  tendemefs  of  youf 
nature  too  well  to  doubt  of  your  grief,  and  I know  the  obJe<£l  of 
it*  too  well  to  blame  it;  no,  in.fuch  cafes  it  is  a commendable  not  a 
blameable  palTion,  and  is  always  infeparable  from  a heart,  that  is 
capable  of  friendfliip  or  love.  I therefore  offer  you  no  trite  and 
always  unavailing  arguments  of  confolation ; but  as  any  ftrong  and 
prevailing  paffion  is  apt  to  make  us  neglect  or  forget  for  the  time 
ottr  molt  important  duties,  1 mull  remind  you  of  two  in  particular, 
the  negledt  of  which  would  render  your  grief,  inltead  of  piousj 
criminal : 1 mean  your  duty  to  your  children  as  a father,  and  to  your 
diocefe  as  a bilhop.  Your  care  of  your  children  mull  be  doubled, 
in  order  to  repair  as  far  as  poflible  their  lofs,  and  the  public  trull  of 
your  flock  muft  not  fufier  from  a perlbnal  and  private  concern. 
Thefe  incumbent  and  neceflary  duties  will  Ibmetimes  fufpend,  and 
at  laft  mitigate,  that  grief,  wliich  I confefs  mere  rcafon  would  not  ; 
they  are  equally  moral  and  chrillian  duties,  which  I am  fure  no  con- 
lideration  upon  earth  w ill  ever  make  you  negledl.  May  your  afliduous 
difehargeof  them  infenfibly  leflen  that  afflidtion,  which,  if  indulged, 
wouhl  prove  as  fatal  to  you  and  your  family,  as  it  muft  be  vain  and 
unavailing  to  her  whole  lofs  you  juftly  lament  ! I /im,  with  the 
greateft  truth  and  afiedtion,  my  dear  lord, 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fen^ant. 

Chesterfield^ 


* Tbe  <icath  of  Mrs.  Chenevix,  the  vife. 
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LETTER  XV. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Batli,  Nov. 


175J. 


MVDEARLORD, 

^ I 'his  is  only  to  alk  you  how  you  do,  and  what  you  do,  in  both 
'*■  which  I need  not  tell  you  how  truly  I intercft  myfelf.  The 
former  depends  a great  deal  upon  the  latter ; if  you  are,  alternately, 
attentively  employed,  and  agreeably  amufed,  you  will  probably,  con- 
lidering  your  Ibbriety  and  temjx;rancc,  be  in  very  good  health. 
Your  children  are  now  old  enough  to  anfwer  both  thole  ends.  Their 
cftablifliment  flioulil  excite  your  attention,  and  their  converfation  and 
progrellive  improvement  amul'e  your  leifurc  hours.  Your  Ion  is  of 
an  age  to  en.ible  you  to  guefs  a little  at  his  turn  and  difjxifition,  and 
to  direft  his  education  accordingly.  If  you  w'ouldhave  him  be  a very 
learned  man,  you  mull  certainly  fend  him  to  Ibme  great  fchcx)l ; but 
if  you  would  have  him  be  a lx;tter  thing,  a very  honell  man,  you 
Iltould  have  him  a portee  of  your  own  infijection.  At  thole  gre.it 
fchools,  the  heart  is  wholly  neglected  by  thofc  who  ought  to  form  it, 
and  is  confequently  left  open  to  temptations  and  ill  examples  : pater- 
n;d  care  and  inl'iiedfion,  attended  by  proper  firranefs  and  autliority, 
may  prevent  great  part  of  that  mifehief. 

I had  a letter  the  other  day  from  Mr.  Simond,  by  which  I find, 
with  great  pleafure,  that  both  the  collection,  and  the  objeCts  of  it  the 
refugees,  incrcafc  daily.  If  the  receiving  and  retrieving  thofe  poor 
people  be,  as  it  certainly  is,  both  a moral  and  ixjlitical  duty,  what  mull 
be  the  guilt  and  madnefs  of  thofc,  who,  by  pcrlccution  for  matters 
of  mere  fpeculation,  force  thofe  poor  ixrople  to  carry  their  indultry, 
their  labour,  their  legs,  their  arms,  to  other  peojde,  and  enrich  other 
countries.  I wonder  the  French  government  does  not  rather  chufe 
to  bum  them  at  home,  than  perfccute  them  away  into  other  coun- 
tries ; it  would  l)e  full  asjult,  and  much  more  prudent. 
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Thefe  waters,  which  I ha%’e  now  ufed  fix  weeks,  in  every  way 
that  it  is  pollible  to  ufe  them,  drinking,  bathing,  and  pumping,  have 
done  my  hearing  fome  good,  but  not  enough  to  refit  me  for  focial 
life.  I flay  here  a fortnight  longer,  in  hopes  of  more  benefit,  u hich 
my  jihyfician  promifes  me  llrongly  ; as  1 do  m>t  expedt  it,  if  I re- 
ceive it,  it  will  be  the  more  welcome.  If  not,  1 have  both  philofo- 
phy  and  religion  enough  to  fubmit  to  my  fate,  without  cither  melan- 
choly or  murmur,  for  though  1 can  by  no  means  account  why  there 
is  either  moral  or  phyfical  evil  in  the  world,  yet,  confeious  of  the 
nannw'  bounds  of  human  underftanding,  and  convinced  of  the  wif- 
dom  ami  jullice  of  the  eternal  divine  Being,  who  placed  them  here, 
1 am  perfuaded  that  it  is  fit  and  right  that  they  Ihould  be  here. 

Adieu,  my  dear  lord  ; believe  me  moft  truly  and  affedtionately, 

Your  faitliful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XVI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Dec.  19,  1752. 


MY  DE.\R  LOUD, 

T Am  extremely  glad  to  find,  by  your  laft  very  friendly  letter,  that 
you  enjoy  that  greateft  blefling  of  this  life,  the  health  of  body 
and  miml : projicr  cxercife  is  neceflary  for  Ixith  ; go  as  little  in  your 
coach  and  as  much  on  foot  as  ever  you  can,  and  let  your  paternal 
and  paftoral  fundlions  at  once  lhare  and  improve  the  health  of  your 
mind.  The  mind  mull:  have  fome  worldly  objedls  to  excite  its  atten- 
tion ; otherwife  it  will  llagnate  in  indolence,  fink  into  melancholy, 
or  rife  into  vifions  and  enthufiafm.  Your  children  cannot  be  in  a 
better  way  than,  by  your  account,  they  feem  to  be  in  at  prefent ; 

P j)  p 2 your 


47)5  LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 

yovir  fon  learns  what  a boy  fhould  leant,  and  yow  daughters  read 
what  girls  Ihould  read,  hiltory ; the  former  cannot  know  too  much, 
and  tlie  latter  ought  not. 

I am  fo  weary  of  giving  an  account  of  my  own  wretched  deaf- 
nefs,  that  I fliould  not  attempt  it,  did  not  1 know  that  the  kind  in- 
tereft  which  you  take  in  whatever  concerns  me,  makes  you  both  de- 
fire and  expeft  it.  1 am  then  neither  better  nor  worfe  than  when  1 
wrote  to  you  laft ; I have  tried  many  things,  and  am  going  on  to 
try  many  others,  but  without  expecting  any  benefit  from  any  medi- 
cine but  patience.  I am. 

My  dear  lord, 

fincercly  yours, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XVII*. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Bjih,  Oa.  lo,  I75J. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T DELAYED  for  fome  time  acknowledging  your  kind  letter, 
that  1 might  be  better  able  to  anl'vver  your  inquiries  after  my 
health.  1 know  they  flow  from  the  part  you  take  in  it,  and  not 
from  or  cuftom  ceremony.  1 am  fure  you  wilh  all  your  fellow-crea- 
tures well,  and  I am  almoft  as  fure  that  you  diftinguilh  me  among 
them  as  your  friend.  But  what  account  can  1 now  give  you  of  my- 
felf  ? None  that  will  pleafe  either  of  us.  I came  here  deafer  than 
you  left  me  at  Blnckheath.  1 have  bathed  and  pumped  my  head 
four  times,  by  which  operations  I think  I have  gained  a little,  birt 

* TIic  original  of  tbii  letter  wu  not  receivtd. 
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fo  little  that  a folid  citizen  would  call  it  at  moft  a farthing  in  a thou- 
fand  pounds ; though  at  the  fame  time  he  would  add,  that  that  was 
better  than  nothing.  I belong  no  more  to  focial  life,  which,  when  I 
quitted  bufy  public  life,  1 flattered  rayfelf  would  be  the  comfort  of 
my  declining  days ; but  that,  it  feems,  is  not  given  me.  I neither 
murmtu"  nor  defpair ; the  lot  of  millions  of  my  fellow-crcaturcs  is 
Hill  worfe  than  mine.  Exquifite  pains  of  the  body,  and  ftill  greater 
of  the  mind,  confpire  to  torture  many  of  them.  1 thank  Goil  I am 
free  from  both,  and  I look  uix)n  the  privation  of  thofe  ills  as  a real 
good.  A prouder  being  than  I am,  a lord,  or  if  you  will  a ftately 
duke,  of  the  whole  creation,  would  place  this  fingly  to  the  account  of 
his  reafon ; but  I am  humble  enough  to  allow  my  conftitution  its 
fliare.  I am  naturally  of  a chearful  difpolition.  I view  things  in 
their  moft  comfortable  light,  and  I unavailingly  repine  at  nothing 
that  cannot  be  retrieved. 

I am  very  glad  that  yon,  and  your  little  family,  met  reciprocally 
lb  well  at  Waterford.  May  you  always  part  unwillingly  and  meet 
tenderly  ! That,  I am  perfuadetl,  will  always  be  the  cafe ; I can  truft 
to  you  for  it ; for  I maintain  that  children  and  fubjefls,  though  their 
obligations  are  certainly  the  leffer  of  the  two,  are  much  feldomer' m 
the  wrong,  tlian  pai-ents  and  kings. 

You  alk  me  what  books  your  daughters  flrould  read.  Hiftories  of 
all  kinds  ; firft,  Puffendorf's  IntroduHion  to  the  Hijiory  of  all  Nations^. 
w hich  is  very  fliort,  and  then  the  particular  and  more  extenfivc  hif- 
tory  of  each.  Corneille,  Racine,  Molici'e  and  Boileau,  with  as  many  , 
of  the  modern  French  plays  as  they  jileafe  ; they  being  moft  cor- 
re<ftly  pure  and  moral.  1 do  not  mean  thofe  du  Theatre  llaliett,  or 
de  la  Poire,  which  are  cxceerlingly  licentious.  Thefe  will  not  be  lei's 
pmper  for  your  Ion,  whom  you  fliould  never  fuft'er  to  be  idle  one 
minute.  I do  not  call  play,  of  w hich  he  ought  to  have  a gootl  fliare, 
idlenefs ; but  I mean  lilting  ftill  in  a chair  in  total  inaiftiont  it  makes 
boys  lazy  and  indolent. 

Good  night,  my  dear  lord ; no  man  can  be  more  faithfully  yours, 
than 

GlIESTERFlELn, 
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LETTER  XVIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


MT  DEAR  LORD, 


Lomion,  Fehruary  7,  1754. 


T \VOUL  D not  fuffer  your  friendfliii)  for  me  to  be  alarmed  by  an 
-*■  account  of  my  illncfs,  for  which  I muft  have  employed  another 
hand,  and  therefore  Rayed  till  I could  give  you  at  the  fame  time  an 
account  of  my  recovery  under  my  own.  This  I can  now  do;  ami  it  is 
all  that  1 can  do,  for  1 am  not  yet  got  out  of  my  room,  to  which  I have 
been  confined  thefc  three  weeks,  and  with  gre.it  pain,  by  a flying 
rheumatic  gout.  My  pain  is  almoll  gone,  but  my  llrength  and  fpi- 
lits  are  by  no  means  yet  reftored.  At  my  age,  and  with  my  fltat- 
tered  conftitution,  freedom  from  pain  is  the  bert  that  I can  exiwdl, 
and  as  far  as  my  care  will  procure  me  that  negative  hapj)inefs,  I will 
exert  it ; where  it  will  not,  I will  patiently  bear  my  fliare  of  ills. 

I fuppofe  your  ill  humours  in  Ireland  are  ftill  in  ftrong  fer- 
mentation, but  I ho|7c  that  between  the  end  of  this  felTion  and  the 
beginning  of  the  next,  an  interval  of  near  two  years,  they  will  fubfidc; 
I mean  with  reganl  to  thofe  national  points,  which  have  been  unfor- 
tunately ftirred  this  winter,  for  I do  not  care  two  pence  for  your  per- 
fonal  quarrels  and  animofities,  if  they  w'cre  but  kept  clear  of  na- 
tional points,  the  clifcuflion  of  which  can  never  turn  out  to  the  .ad- 
vantage of  Ireland. 

The  remaining  pain  in  my  right  hand  hinders  me  from  troubling 
you  with  a longer  letter,  but  is  fufpended  while  I have  the  jdeafure 
of  alluring  you  that  I am. 


My  dear  lord. 


Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 


Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


MV  DEAR  LORD, 


Spa,  June  15,  1754. 


I DELAYED  acknow  ledging  your  laft  kind  letter,  which  I re- 
ceived juft  before  I left  England,  till  I could  give  you  Ibme  account 
of  myfelf,  and  the  effedlsof  thefe  waters  upon  that  crazy  felf.  I have 
now  dr.ink  them  juft  a month,  to  the  greateft  l^enefit  of  my  general 
ftate  of  health,  but  without  the  leaft  to  my  dcafnefs.  They  have  in 
a great  meafurc  reftored  both  my  ftrength  and  my  fjiirits,  which, 
w'hen  I left  England,  were  much  afTe£led  by  my  long  illnefs  in  the 
fpring.  In  hoj)es  of  ftill  farther  benefit,  for  who  is  ever  fatisfied 
with  w'hat  he  has?  I fliall  drink  them  a month  longer,  and  then  return 
with  as  much  impatience  to  my  own  country,  as  I left  it  with  re- 
ludlance.  Yoij  know  this  dcteftable  place  well  enough  to  judge 
what  a facrifice  I make  to  the  hojxjs  of  health,  by  relblving  to  ftay 
here  a month  longer. 

Ry  the  public  news  jrapers  I find  that  you  are  ftill  fitr  from  being 
quiet  in  Ireland  ; I am  heartily  forry  for  it.  The  country  in  gene- 
ral mulf  fuffer  in  the  mean  time.  Bourdeaux  and  its  environs  alone 
will  be  the  gainers.  Go  on  and  follow  your  own  good  conlcience, 
which  will,  1 am  fure,  never  miilcad  you.  Vote  unbiafled  for  the 
real  good  of  both  countries,  without  the  leaft  regard  either  to  the 
elamor  civium  prava  jubentium  (out-cry  of  citizens  commanding 
unjuft  things),  or  to  the  vultus  injhmtis  tyrami  (drea<l  of  a mena- 
cing tyrant). 

I hoj>c  you  and  all  your  family  are  \ycll.  I wifh  it  fmcerely,  for 
I am  moft  heartily,  my  dear  lord,  . . 

Yours, 

Chesterfield. 
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L E T T E R XX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Buh,  Kov.  14,  1754. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

NOW  I N G,  by  long  experience,  the  kind  part  you  take  in  what- 
ever  concerns  me,  I delayed  acknowledging  your  laft  letter,  in 
hojies  of  being  able,  in  fome  time,  to  give  you  a better  account  of 
my  health  than  I could  then  have  done.  I had,  juft  at  that  time, 
had  a very  fevere  return  of  my  old  vertiginous  complaint,  which,  as 
ulual,  left  my  whole  animal  fyftem  weak  and  languid.  The  heft 
air  in  England,  which  I take  that  of  IJlackheath  to  be,  a ftriift  regi- 
men, and  a proper  degree  of  exercife,  did  not  reftore,  I might  almoft 
fay,  revive  me.  I fought  therefore  for  refuge  here,  and  thank  God, 
I have  not  only  found  it,  but  in  fome  meafure  recovery  too.  The 
diforders  of  my  head  and  ftomach  are  intirely  removed  by  thefe 
waters,  which  I have  now  drank  three  weeks,  fo  that  I may  reafon- 
ably  hope  that  the  three  weeks  more,  which  I proixjfe  paffing  here, 
will  fet  me  up  for  part  of  the  wnnter  at  leaft,  for  at  my  age,  and 
with  my  fhattered  conftitution,  I am  not  fillily  fanguine  enough  to 
expedf  a radical  cure.  I confider  myfelf  here,  as  an  old  decayed 
veffel,  of  long  wear  and  tear,  brought  into  the  wet  dock,  to  be  careened 
and  patched  up,  not  for  any  long  voyage,  but  only  to  ferve  as  a coafter 
for  Ibme  little  time  longer.  Hotv  long  that  may  be,  I little  know, 
and  aS  little  care ; 1 am  unrelative  to  this  world,  and  this  world  to 
me.  My  only  attention  now  is  to  live,  while  I do  live  in  it,  w ithout 
pain,  and  when  I leave  it,  to  leave  it  without  fear. 

I hope  that  you,  your  young  family,  and  tutti  quanti,  are  all  w'dl, 
May  you  long  continue  fo  ! 1 am,  my  dear  lonl, 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XXI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Mr  DEAR  LORD, 


Jlnuarylg,  1755. 


Tam  little  able  to  write,  and  Icfs  fo  to  think,  having  been  Ib 
ill  all  this  week,  of  my  old  complaints  in  my  head  and  fto- 
mach,  that  I am  to  go  to  Bath  as  foon  as  I fliall  be  able  to  endure  tlie 
fatigue  of  the  journey,  which  I hope  may  be  in  five  or  fix  days.  My 
anfwer  to  your  laft  kind  letter  muft  therefore  be  much  fhorter  than 
otherts  ife  it  probably  would  have  been. 

I have  carefully  read  over  lord  Limerick’s*  bill,  and  approve  of 
the  principle.  1 had  thought  of  fuch  a one,  when  I was  in  Ire- 
land, but  foon  found  it  would  be  impoflible  to  carry  it  through 
the  houfe  of  commons  in  any  decent  fltape ; but  Ihould  lord  Li- 
merick think  proitcr  to  puflt  it  tliis  feflion,  I would  recommend 
a few  alterations.  I would  only  require  the  priefts  to  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance  fimply,  and  not  the  fubfequent  oaths,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  no  real  papifi:  can  take ; the  confequence  of  which  would  be, 
that  the  lead  confeientious  priefts  would  be  regiftered,  and  the  moft 
confciencious  ones  excluded.  Befides  that,  where  one  oath  will  not 
bind,  three  will  not ; and  the  pope’s  difpenfation  from  the  oath  of 
allegiance  will  not  be  more  prevalent,  nor  more  eafily  granted,  than 
his  difpenfation  from  that  oath,  by  which  his  own  power  is  ab- 
jured. But  then  I would  make  that  Angle  oath  of  allegiance  more 
full  and  folemn,  as  for  inftance. 

“ I,  A.  B.  duly  confidering  the  facred  nature  of  an  oath,  and 
“ the  horrible  crime  of  perjuiy,  which,  by  all  the  religions  in  the 
“ world,  is  juftly  abhorred  as  a moft  damnable  fin  ; do  moft  fincerely 
“ promife  and  fwear  that  I will  be  faithful  and  l>ear  true  allegiance 
“ to  his  majefty  king  George  the  fccond.  So  help  me  that  great 

and  eternal  God,  who  knows  my  inmoft  thoughts,  anti  whom 
“ I now  moft  folemnly  call  upon  to  atteft  the  truth  of  them.” 


• Afterwardt  earl  of  Clanbrazil. 
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The  perfon  taking  this  oath  ihould  be  obliged  to  recite  it  diftindUy 
and  deliberately,  and  not  be  allowed  to  mutter  it  over  in  that  indecent 
and  flovenly  manner,,  in  which  oaths  arc  generally  taken.  I will 
venture  to  add,  thofe  who  will  not  obferve  this  oath,  taken  in  this 
manner,  wdll  ftill  lefs  obferve  any  abjuration  of  the  Pope’s  difpenfing 
power,  llnce  fuch  abjuration  is,  by  all  papifts,  looked  upon  as  a 
nullity. 

I would  alfo  advife  that  all  penalties  of  death,  which  in  thefc 
cafes  muft  end  in  impunity,  Ihould  be  changed  into  clofe  impri- 
Ibnment,  for  a term  of  years,  or  in  fome  cafes  for  life.  Then 
there  would  he  perhaps  detedtions  and  profecutions  ; but  in  cafe  of 
death  there  will  be  none,  for  who  will  go  and  hang  a poor  devil  only 
for  being  a regular,  or  an  enthufiaft  ? 

When  I tell  you  that  thefc  are  my  thoughts  upon  this  fubjedl,  I 
do  not  aflSrm  tliat  I think  at  all,  for  in  truth,  1 am  fo  weak  in 
body  at  this  time,  that  I prefume  I am  juft  as  weak  in  mind  too. 
This  only  I am  fure  of,  that  I am,  my  dear  lord,  moft  faithfully 

Yours, 


Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXII. 

TO,  THE  SAME. 

London,  March  isi,  1755. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

w IIITE*  was  puzzled,  what  account  to  give  you  of  me,  and 
therefore  gave  you  none,  and,  to  fay  the  tnith,  I am  pretty 
much  in  the  fame  cafe  myfelf ; only  rcfolved  to  anfwcr  as  well  as  I 
can  your  kind  inquiries  after  me.  I am  tolerably  well  one  day,  ill 

* An  old  and  Caithful  ferrant  of  lord  ChcRerCeld. 
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the  next,  and  well  again  perhaps  the  third  ; that  is,  my  diforders  in 
my  ftomach,  and  my  giddinefl’es  in  my  head,  return  frequently  and 
unexpeiRedly.  Proper  care  and  medicines  remove  them  for  the  time, 
but  none  will  prevent  them.  My  deafnefs  grows  gradually  worl'c, 
which  in  my  mind  implies  a total  one  before  it  be  long.  In  this  un- 
happy  fituation,  which  I have  rcafon  to  fuppofe  will  every  day 
grow  worfc,  I Hill  kce])  up  my  fpirits  tolerably,  that  is,  I am  free 
from  melancholy,  which  I think  is  all  that  can  be  expe£Ied.  This 
1 impute  to  that  degree  of  philofophy,  which  I have  acquired  by  long 
experience  of  -the  world.  I have  enjoyed  all  its  pleafures,  and  con- 
fcqucntly  know  their  futility,  ami  do  not  regret  their  lofs.  I appraife 
them  at  their  real  value,  which  in  truth  is  very  low,  whereas  thofe 
who  have  not  experienced,  always  over-rate,  them.  They  only  fee 
their  gay  outfide,  and  arc  dazzled  with  their  glare ; but  I have  been 
behind  the  Icenes,  It  is  a common  notion,  and  like  many  common 
ones  a very  falfe  one,  that  thofe,  u’ho  have  led  a life  of  plcafure 
and  bulinefs,  can  never  be  eafy  in  retirement ; whereas  I am  per- 
fuaded  that  they  are  the  only  people  who  can,  if  they  have  any  fenfe, 
and  refle<5lion.  They  can  look  back  oculo  /rrr/or/o  (without  an  evil  eye) 
upon  what  they  from  knowledge  defpife;  others  have  always  a hankering 
after  what  they  are  not  acquainted  with.  I look  upon  all  that  has  pafledj 
as  one  of  thofe  romantic  dreams,  that  opium  commonly  occafions, 
and  I do  by  no  means  defire  to  repeat  the  naufeous  dofc,  for  the 
fake  of  the  fugitive  dream.  When  I fay  that  I have  no  regret,  I 
do  not  mean  that  1 have  no  remorfe  ; for  a life  of  either  bufinefs  or 
ftill  more  pleafure,  never  was,  nor  never  w ill  be,  a ftate  of  inno- 
cence, But  God,  who  knows  the  ftrength  of  human  palfions,  and 
the  weaknefs  of  human  reafon,  w ill,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  rather  mer- 
cifully pardon,  than  Juftly  punifh,  acknowledged  errors. 

I fuppofe  you  already  know  that  you  have  a new  lord  lieutenant, 
loni  Hartington,  who,  it  is  thought,  will  heal  and  compofe  your  divi- 
lions.  I heartily  wifli,  for  the  fake  of  the  country,  that  it  may 
prove  fo. 

A war  with  France  is  generally  looked  upon  here  as  inevitable  ; 
but  for  my  own  part,  I cannot  help  thinking  as  well  as  w’ifbing 
that  things  may  end  quietly  in  a treaty.  I am  fo  remote,  and  fo 
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imliffcrcnt  a fpeaator,  except  in  the  wiflies,  which  every  man  owes 
to  his  country,  that  I am  ill  informed  myfelf,  and  confequently  no 
good  informer  of  others. 

1 hoi?e  your  little  family  are  all  well,  and  continue  to  anfwer 
your  care  in  their  education.  May  you  and  they  be  long  and  mu- 
tually comforts  to  each  other  ! Adieu,  my  dear  lord,  no  man  living 
can  be  more  fmccrely  and  affciilionately  than  !•  am. 

Your  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 


Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXlll. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Clackhcath,  June  16,  1755* 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

/^OULD  1 take  any  thing  ill  of  you,  who  I am  fare  never 
meaned  any  to  me  or  any  man  living,  it  would  be  your  fuf- 
pC(Sling  that  I did  ; which  I believe  is  the  firft  unjuft  fufpicion  that 
ever  you  entertained  of  any  body,  and  1 am  the  more  concerned  at 
it,  becaufe  I know  that  it  gave  you  unealinefs.  1 confcls  myfelf 
four  letters  in  your  debt,  but,  to  tell  you  the  truth,  I have  of  late 
contrafted  fo  many  debts  of  that  kind  that  I am  very  near  a bank- 
ruptcy, though  not  a fraudulent  one,  ujxm  my  word,  for  I will  ho- 
neftly  declare  my  circumftances  ; and  then  my  creditors  will,  I dare 
fay,  compound  wdth  me  upon  reafonable  terms.  White  told  you  true, 
when  he  told  you  that  I w as  well,  by  w hich  he  meaned  all  that  he 
could  know,  which  was,  that  1 had  no  immediate  illnefs;  but  lie  did  not 
know  the  inward  feelings,  which  increafing  deafnefs  and  gradually 
declining  health  occafion.  Some  time  before  I left  I.ondon  1 had  a 
fevere  return  of  my  old  complaints  in  my  head  and  ftomach,  w hich 

arc 
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are  always  followed  by  fucli  weaknefs,  and  languors,  that  I am  in- 
capable of  any  tiling  but  reading,  and  that  too  in  an  idle  and  defultory 
manner.  Writing  feems  to  be  adling,  as  was  aflerted  in  the  cafe  of 
Algernoon  Sidney,  which  my  vis  inertia  will  not  fufter  me  to  under- 
take, and  I put  it  off  from  day  to  day,  as  Felix  did  Paul,  to  a more 
convenient  feafon.  When  I removed  to  this  place,  1 flattered  myfelf 
that  the  purity  of  the  air,  and  the  exercilc  of  riding,  which  it  would 
tempt  me  to  take,  would  reftore  me  to  fuch  a degree  of  health, 
ftrength,  and  cnnfcqucntly  fpirits,  as  to  enable  me  not  only  to  dif- 
charge  my  epiltolary  debts,  but  allb  to  amufe  myfelf  with  writing 
Ibme  efl’ays  and  hiltorical  tracts.  1 was  foon  dillipixiinted,  for  I had 
not  been  here  alxive  ten  days,  when  I had  a ftrongcr  attack  than  my 
former,  and  which,  I believe,  would  have  been  the  final  one,  had  I 
not  very  feafonably  been  let  blood.  From  that  time,  though,  as  they 
call  it,  recovered,  I have  more  properly  crawled,  than  walked  among 
my  fellow  vegetables,  breathed  than  exifted,  and  dreamed  than 
thought.  This,  uixm  my  word,  is  the  true  and  only  caufe  of  my 
long  filence ; I begin  to  regain  grountl  a bttle,  but  indeed  very 
flowly. 

As  to  the  letter  which  you  feared  might  have  difpleafed  me,  I 
proteft,  my  dear  lord,  I looked  upon  it  as  the  tendereft  mark  of  your 
friendflup  ; I had  given  occalion  to  it,  and  I exixtiflcd  it  both  from 
your  affe<ifion  anti  your  charadler.  Thofe  refleclions  are  never  im- 
proper, though  too  often  unwelcome,  and  confequently  ufelefs  in 
youth  : but  I am  now  come  to  a time  of  life  both  to  make  and  re- 
ceive them  with  fatisfadUon,  and  therefore  I hoi)e  with  utility.  One 
cannot  think  of  one’s  own  exillence  w ithout  thinking  of  the  eternal 
author  of  it,  and  one  cannot  confider  his  phyfical  or  moral  attributes 
without  fome  fear,  though  in  my  mind  llill  more  hopes.  It  is  tnie 
w e can  have  no  adetjuate  notbns  of  the  attributes  of  a being  fo  infi- 
nitely fuperior  to  its,  but  according  to  the  bell  notions,  which  we  are 
capable  of  forming  of  his  juftice  and  mercy,  the  latter,  which  is  the 
comfortable  fcale,  feems  neceflarily  to  prcixtnderate.  Your  quota- 
tion from  archbilhop  Tillotlbn  contains  a fair  and  candid  account 
of  the  Chrifti.an  religion,  and  had  his  challenge  been  accepted,,  he 
w ould  certainly  have  hiul  an  eafy  viilory.  He  was  certainly  the  moft 
3 gentle 
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gentle  and  candid  of  all  cliurchmen  of  any  religion.  Un  efprit  de 
corps  is  too  apt,  though  I believe  often  unperceived,  to  biafs  their 
condudl  and  inflame  an  honeft,  though  too  intemperate,  zeal.  It  is 
the  fame  in  every  fociety  of  men  ; for  it  is  in  human  nature  to  be 
affedled  and  warped  by  example  and  numbers : you  are,  without  a 
compliment,  the  only  one  that  I know  untainted. 

To  defeend  to  this  world,  and  particularly  to  that  part  of  it  where 
you  refule,  your  prefent  Rate  feems  to  me  an  aukward  one ; your 
late  ferment  feems  rather  fufpended  than  quieted,  and  I think  1 fee 
matter  for  a fecond  fermentation,  when  your  parliament  meets. 
Some,  I believe,  will  afk  too  much,  and  other  perhaps  will  grant  too 
little.  I wiflr  both  parties  may  be  w'ifer  and  honefler,  and  then 
they  will  be  quieter  than  they  have  been  of  late.  Both  fides  would 
be  highly  offended,  if  one  were  to  advife  them  to  apply  themfelvcs 
to  civil  matters  only,  in  the  limited  fenfe  of  that  word,  I mean 
trade,  manufa<ffures,  good  domcftic  order,  fubordination,  &c.  and 
not  to  meddle  fo  much  with  politics,  in  which  I cannot  help 
faying,  they  are  but  bunglers.  No  harm  is  intended  them  from 
hence,  and  if  they  will  be  quiet  no  harm  will  be  done  them. 
The  people  have  liberty  enough,  and  the  crown  has  prerogative 
enough.  Thofe  are  the  real  enemies  to  Ireland,  who  would  enlarge 
either  at  the  expence  of  the  other,  and  who  have  flatted  points,  that 
ought  never  to  have  been  mentioned  at  all,  but  which  will  now  per- 
petually recur. 

By  this  time,  I fear,  I have  tired  you,  but  I am  fure  that  in  half 
this  time  1 fhould  have  been  tired  with  writing  half  fo  much  to  any 
body  elfc.  Adieu  then,  my  dear  lord,  and  be  convinced  that  while  I 
am  at  all,  I (ball  be  with  the  trueft  efteem  and  affection, 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 

I hope  the  young  family  continues  to  be  well,  and  to  do  well. 


LET- 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  III.  LET.  XXIII.  XXIV.  487 


LETTER  XXIV. 


Blackheath,  Aug.  30,  1755* 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Confefs  myfdf  in  every  refpe<Sl  a very  bad  correfix>ndent.  My 
heart  only  does  its  duty,  but  my  head  and  hand  often  refufe  to 
do  theirs-  You,  I am  fure,  are  charitable  enough  to  every  body, 
and  juft  enctUgh  to  me,  to  accept  of  intentions  inftead  of  adtions.  Be- 
fides  I muft  acquaint  you,  that  I have  of  late  had  a great  deal  more  on 
my  hands,  than  I either  cared  or  was  fit  for.  Uacademie  des  belles 
lettres  at  Paris  having,  God  knows  why,  aflbeiated  me  to  their  body, 
in  return  to  this  unexpedted  and  undeferved  compliment,  I have  been 
obliged  to  write  many  letters  to  individuals,  and  one  to  the  academie 
en  corps  (academic  body),  which  was  to  be  a kind  of  fpeech  ; and  I 
fear  it  was  of  the  very  worft  kind,  for  I have  been  long  difufed  to  com- 
pliments and  declamations. 

Thefe  laft  fix  weeks  my  ftate  of  health  has  been  rather  better, 
though  by  no  means  goo<i,  and  if  1 tan  but  weather  out  the  next 
month  tolerably,  I am  morally  fure  of  being  better  the  two  follow- 
ing months,  which  1 fhall  pal's  at  Bath  ; for  thofe  waters  always 
prove  a temporary,  though  never  a radical  or  permanent,  cure  of 
my  complaints.  However  c'ejl  autant  de  gagne,  (it  is  fo  much  clear 
gain),  and  that  is  worth  the  trouble  of  the  journey. 

Hawkins  brovight  me  the  other  day  your  kind  prefent  of  Dr.  Seed’s 
fermons.  I have  read  fome  of  them,  and  like  them  very  well.  But 
I have  neither  read  nor  intend  to  read  thofe  which  arc  meant  to 
prove  the  cxiftence  of  God  ; becaufe  it  feems  to  me  too  great  a dif- 
paragement  of  that  reafon  which  he  has  given  us,  to  require  any 
other  proofs  of  his  exiftence,  th.an  thofe  which  the  whole,  and  every 
part  of  the  creation  afford  us.  If  I believe  my  own  exiftence,  I 
muft  believe  his  : it  cannot  be  proved  a priori  as  fome  have  idly  at- 
tempted to  do,  and  cannot  be  doubted  of  d pojleriori,  Cato  fays  very 
juftly,  And  that  be  is  all  nature  cries  aloud^ 
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By  what  I hear  from  Ireland,  the  ferment  does  not  feem  to  fubfide 
hitherto,  but  rather  to  increafc.  However,  I cannot  help  thinking 
but  that  tilings  will  go  quietly  enough  in  the  next  feflion  of  parlia- 
ment. Thecaftlewill,!  take  it  for  granted,  fome  how  or  other,  procure 
a majority,  which,  when  the  patriots  jxjiccive,  they  will  probably 
think  half  a loaf  better  than  no  bread,  and  come  into  meafures.  I 
wifli  for  the  fake  of  Ireland  that  they  may ; for  I am  very  fure  that, 
while  thefe  fquabbles  fubfill,  the  public  gcxid  never  enters  into  the 
head  of  either  party. 

However  your  public  affairs  may  go,  I am  very  glad_to  find  that 
your  private  ones  go  fo  well,  and  that  your  children  anfwer  your 
care  and  expectations.  May  you  long  contribute  mutu;dly  to  your 
refixdirc  happinefs ! 

. ■ Yours  moft  faithfully. 

Chesterfield, 


LETTER  XXV. 


Bath,  Ofl.  8,  1755. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Received  your  laft  kind  letter,  but  the  day  before  1 was  to  leave 
Blackhcath,  and  fet  out  for  this  place,  where  I have  now  been  juft 
a fortnight.  In  one  refiiedt  I am  the  better  for  that  fortnight,  I 
mean  with  regard  to  my  ftomach,  or  more  properly  my  iligeftion,  for 
I do  not  care  twopence  whether  I eat  or  not,  but  I care  much  to  digeft 
what  1 do  cat,  which  I have  not  done  the  laft  three  months,  and  now 
do.  D'ailleurs,  I am  what  you  call  in  Ireland,  and  a very  good  ex- 
prefllon  I think  it  is,  utrjoelt.  This  wrjoeUnefs  affc<fts  the  mind  as  well 
as  the  body,  and  gives  them  both  a difagreeable  inertnefs.  I force 
my  body  into  adlion,  and  take  proper  exercife,  but  there  is  no  forcing 
the  mind,  and  all  attempts  of  that  kind  are  at  leaft  inefiedtual,  but 
oftener  difgxaceful. 

You 
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You  will  be  convinced  of  that  truth,  when  I fend  you  a copy 
of  my  letter  to  I'acadi'mie  des  belles  lettres.  It  was  wrote  invita 
Minerva,  and  is  the  jxjor  offspring  of  a r.ipe  uj)on  my  reluftanC 
mind.  1 had  not  time  to  have  it  copied  for  you  l>efore  I came  here, 
and  forgot  to  bring  it  with  me,  but  w'hcn  I return  to  London  I 
will  fend  you  a copy. 

I am  heartily  glad  that  your  quarrels  are  at  laft  made  up  in  Ireland  ; 
hut  I am  glatl  from  a very  different  motive  from  moft  other  peoples. 
I am  glad  of  it  for  the  f.ike  of  the  country,  which  I fear  was  the 
lead  concern  of  cither  of  the  belligerarit  parties.  The  triumph  of 
the  patriots  is  complete,  and  the  power  is  now  theirs  ; with  all  my 
heart,  let  them  but  ufe  it  well. 

There  is  a gre.at  deal  of  money  lying  dead  in  the  treafury  : let 
them  ajjply  that  to  real  public  ufes.  l,et  them  encourage  the  exten- 
fion  and  improvement  of  their  manufailures,  the  cultivation  of  their 
Ijnds,  and  above  all  the  proteilant  charter  fchools.  l.ct  them  people 
and  civilize  the  country,  by  cftablilhing  a fund  to  invite  and  provide 
for  proteilant  ftrangers.  Let  them  make  Connaught  and  Kerry 
know  that  there  is  a God,  a king,  and  a government,  three  things, 
to  which  they  are  at  prefent  utter  ftrangers.  Thefc  and  other  fuch 
kinil  of  mcafures  would  make  them  patriots  indee<l,  and  give  them 
juft  weight  and  reputation.  They  have  got  their  own  fops,  and 
have  now  leifure  to  think  of  the  public,  if  they  plcafe”. 

1 projx>fc  Haying  here  a month  or  fix  weeks  longer,  or  even  more, 
if  I think  that  the  waters  w ill  do  more  for  me.  All  places  arc  now 
alike  to  me,  as  1 carry  my  own  folitude  with  me  wherever  1 go. 
Adieu,  my  ilcar  lord. 

Yours  moft  faithfully, 

C. 


VoL.  II. 
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LETTER  XXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


LonJon,  Dtc.  15,  1/5J. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Brought  with  me  from  Bath  rather  a little  more  health  than  I 
carried  with  me  there,  but  full  as  muchrieafiiefs;  and  this  is 
all  the  anfwer  I can  make  to  your  lall  kind  inquiries.  This,  you  fee, 
is  a Hate  rather  of  fuffering,  than  enjoying  life,  and  indeetl  I am 
very  weary  of  it,  but,  thank  God,  ennui  is  not,  as  it  commonly  is,  at- 
tended with  melancholy  ; and  during  the  reft  of  my  journey,  I fliall 
rather  flccp  in  the  voiture  (carriage)  than  be  rcftlefs  and  uncafy,  as 
moft  travellers  are. 

I cannot  find  here  the  only  copy  which  I liad  kept  of  my  letter 
to  tacademie  des  belles  lettres,  but  Mr.  Briftow  took  one  over  with 
him  to  Ireland,  which  I dare  fay  he  will  readily  Ihew  you,  and  you 
may  fignify  my  confent  to  it,  by  fliewing  him  this  part  of  my  letter. 
When  you  do  lee  it,  you  will  find  that  its  only  merit  is  its  being  pretty 
corredt  French,  and  that  it  has  no  intrinfic  right  to  be  reckoned 
among  les  belles  lettres. 

Sjse  le  cbien  mange  le  loup,  ou  que  le  hup  mange  le  cbien,  (let  the 
dog  devour,  or  be  devoured  by,  the  wolf ) either  in  Ireland  or  here, 
is  to  me  matter  of  great  indifference,  provided  that  thofe  who 
govern  either  kingdom  would  but  at  their  leifure  moments,  and  when 
they  have  noticing  better  to  do,  a little  confider  the  public  good  ; 
for  after  all,  there  is  fuch  a thing  as  public  good,  though  in  general 
people  feem  not  to  think  fo.  I am  not  Utopian  enough  to  propofc, 
that  it  fhould  interfere  with  private  intereft ; but  perha|>s,  if  duly 
confidered,  it  might  appear  in  fome  few  cales,  to  coincide  with,  and 
promote  it. 

Sheridan  has  lately  publifhed  here  an  excellent  hook  entitled 
Britijb  education.  Warmed  with  his  fubjedl,  he  puflrcs  it  rather 
too  far,  as  all  authors  do  the  particular  objeA  that  has  ftruck  their 
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imagination,  ami  he  is  too  difFufe ; but  upon  the  whole,  it  is  both  a 
vcr>'  ufeful  and  entertaining  book.  When  you  fee  it,  you  will  per- 
haps think  that  1 am  bribed  by  the  dedication,  to  fay  what  I now  fay  of 
it,  for  he  lays  me  on  thick ; but  that,  upon  my  word,  is  not  the  call-. 
The  truth  is,  that  the  feveral  fituations,  which  I have  been  in,  having 
made  me  long  the  plajlron  of  dedications,  I am  become  as  callous  to 
flatter)',  as  feme  people  are  to  abufe. 

I think  your  brother  would  be  much  in  the  WTong  to  quit  his  prc- 
fent  commiflion  of  lieutenant  colonel  to  an  old  regiment  of  horfe, 
for  a new-raifetl  regiment  of  foot,  which  with  twenty  others,  would, 
I hope,  be  very  feon  broke.  The  extravagant  and  groundlefs,  though 
general  fears  of  an  ins'afion  fn)m  France,  juftify  to  the  timid  public, 
the  prefent  militar)'  phrenzy ; but,  as  I am  convinced  that  the  former 
will  foon  vanilh,  it  is  to  be  hoped  the  latter  will  foon  after  fubfide. 
This,  at  leaft,  I am  very  fure  of,  that  we  fliall  not  be  able  to  pay 
three  years  longer  the  number  of  troops,  which  we  now  have  in  our 
pay.  Make  my  compliments  to  your  young  family  ; and  be  affured 
tliat  I am  moft  faithfully  and  fincerely  your’s 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


BIa.:Uii:3lli,  Jgtjr  ij,  tj^6. 

MV  DEAR  LORD, 

T T is  not  without  doing  feme  violence  tomy  weak  hand,  and  weaker 
head,  that  I attempt  to  fatisfy  your  friendly  anxiety  about  my 
health.  I ftill  crawl  upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  neither  worfe  nor 
better  than  1 was  feme  months  ago,  weary  of,  but  not  mummring  at, 
my  difagreeable  fituation.  Speaking  tires  and  exhaufts  me  ; and 
as  for  hearing  I have  none  left ; fu  that  1 am  i/o/e  in  the  midft  of  my 
' R r r a frieada 
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friends  and  acquaintance  : but,  as  I have  had  much  more  than  my 
fliarc  of  the  good  things  of  this  world  in  the  former  part  of  my  life, 
I neither  do,  nor  ought. to  complain,  of  the  change  which  I now  ex- 
jK’rience.  1 will  inakc  the  beft  ufe  I can  of  this  wretched  remnant  of 
my  life,  and  atone,  as  well  as  I can,  for  the  abufe  of  the  whole  piece, 
by  vvifliing  that  I had  employed  it  better. 

I hope  your  children  continue  to  deferve  well  all  your  tendernefs : 
that  ybu  may  have  that  and  every  other  happiuefs,  is  the  finccre 
willi  of 

Your  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

' Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXVIII. 

• ' TO  THE  SAME. 

Biackhcath,  Oft.  n,  1756. 

MV  DEAR  LORD, 

H A T can  a hermit  fend  you  from  the  defarts  of  Blackheath, 
’ ’ in  return  for  your  kind  letter,  but  his  hearty  thanks  ? I fee  no- 
Ixxly  here  by  choice,  and  I hearnobody  any  where,  by  fatal  neceffity ; 
and  as  for  the  thoughts  of  a deaf,  folitafy,  fick  man,  they  cannot  be 
entertaining  for  one  in  health,  as  I hope  you  arc.  Thole  thoughts  which 
relate  to  you  arc  fuch  as  you  would  defire,  that  is,  fuch  as  you  deferve. 
My  others  feem  to  be  a fucceffion  of  dreams,  but  with  this  comfor- 
table circumllance,  that  I have  no  gloomy  ones.  No  paffions  agitate 
me,  no  fears  dilturb  me,  and  no  filly  hopes  gull  me  any  longer.  1 
have  done  with  this  world,  and  think  of  my  journey  to  another, 
which  I believe  is  not  very  remote.  In  the  mean  time,  I fhall  next 
week  take  one  to  Bath,  which  the  Ikilful  fay  may  perhaps  do  me 
good  ; a la  bonne  beure,  I will  try.  I only  alk  for  negative  health 
and  if  thofe  waters  will  irrocurc  nae  that,  1 fliall  be  abundantly  fa-^ 
tislied. 

j ' Ithink 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  HIS  FRIENDS.  BOOK  III.  LET.  XXVII.  XXVIII.  XXIX.  493 

I think  you  have  taken  a ver)'  prudent  refolution  with  rep.ard  to 
your  approadting  dedion. 

My  friend  George  Faulkner  dined  with  me  here  one  day  ; he  tells 
me  that  reading  is  not  yet  come  in  fafhion  in  Ireland,  and  that  more 
bottles  are  bought  in  one  week,  than  lxx)ks  in  one  year,  -■\dicu,  my 
dear  lord  : it  is  im^IFible  to  be  more  truly  and  fiiithfully  than  I aiu 
yours 

C 11  £ S T E R F I L L D , 


LETTER  XXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 


Hath,  Nov.  ii,  1756. 


I"  Can  now  make  you  a return  to  your  laft  kind  letter,  which  I know 
willbemore  welcometoyou,  than  that  w'hich  I made  to  your  for- 
mer; for  I can  tell  you  that  I am  fomctljing  better,  and  have,  in  the 
month  that  I have  drank  thefe  waters,  regained  a little  ftrength  and 
flefli.  But,  as  my  rclapfcs  have  been  very  frequent,  when  I have  been 
in  Rill  a l>etter  Rate  of  health  than  I am  yet,  I take  it  thankfully,  but 
only  a bon  compte  (on  account),  without  relying  upon  its  duration  or 
improvement.  Whatever  haj^jK-ns  to  me,  I am  armed  with  patience,' 
fatiety,  and  confidence  in  my  Creator  to  meet  it  coolly.  The  mad 
bufinefs  of  the  world,  as  Swift  lays,  is  over  with  me ; and  when  my 
time  comes,  and  the  fooner  the  better,  for  1 am  weary,  I am  ready 
and  willing. 

Adieu,  my  dear  friend ; writing  much  hitherto  is  very  troubleforae 
to  me.  Yours  faithfully 

• ^ Chesterfield. 


LEt- 
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LETTER  XXX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


BIjckliejtli,  Sept.  8,  ^757. 

T Was  very  glad  to  hear  of  your  fafe  arrival  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
water,  and  that  you  found  the  part  of  your  family,  which  you 
had  left  there,  fo  well ; 1 hope  that  jrart  of  it  which  you  took  with 
you  from  hence  will,  by  time  and  care,  be  as  well  too.  My  own 
health,  which  I know  you  always  intereft  yourfclf  in,  gives  me 
nothing  to  brag  of.  About  three  weeks  ago,  I had  a return  of  my 
diforder  ; it  is  now  gone  off,  and  I am  again  in  that  ftate  of  vegeta- 
tion, in  which  you  left  me.  In  about  a month  or  fix  weeks,  I pro- 
pofe  going  to  the  Bath,  which  always  gives  me  a reprieve,  but  never 
a free  pardon.  The  halter  is  always  about  my  neck,  and  that  you 
will  allow  to  be  rather  an  uncomfortable  ftate  of  life. 

From  this  hermitage  you  muft  expert  no  news ; news  does  not 
become  an  hermitage,  but  truth  does,  and  foi  d'bermite  (on  the  faith 
of  an  hermit)  I am 

Your  fincere  and  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

■ ■ Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXXI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Bitli,  Nov.  21,  1757. 

MV  DEAR  LORD, 

T Shall  make  but  a very  unfatisfadlory  return  to  your  kind  inqui- 
lies  and  follicitude  about  my  health,  when  I tell  you  that  but 
three  days  ago,  I had  a very  ftrong  attack  of  my  ufual  illnel's,  which 

has 
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has  left  me  ftill  «’eak.  and  languid.  1 thought  myfelf  the  better  for 
the  waters,  which  1 have  now  drank  a month,  tUl  this  relapfc  came 
and  undeceived  me.  All  mineral  waters,  and  the  whole  materia 
medtea,  lofe  their  efficacy  upon  my  fhatterecl  carcafe  ; and  the  enemy 
within  is  too  hard  for  them.  I bc:tr  it  all  with  patience,  and  with- 
out melancholy,  becaufe  I mult  bear  it  whether  I w ill  or  no.  Phy- 
fical  ills  are  the  taxes  laid  upon  this  wretched  life ; fome  are  taxed 
higher,  and  fome  lower,  but  all  pay  fomething.  My  philofophy 
teaches  me  to  reflcdl,  how  much  higher,  rather  than  how  much  lower, 
I might  have  been  taxed.  How  gentle  are  my  phyficnl  ills,  compa- 
red with  the  cxquilite  torments  of  gout,  (tone,  &c. ! Tlie  faculties 
of  my  mind  are,  thank.  God,  not  yet  much  impaired;  and  they  com- 
fort me  in  my  woiit  moments,  and  aniufe  me  in  the  beft. 

I read  with  more  plcafurc  than  ever  ; jxrrhaps,  bccaule  it  is  the  on- 
ly pleafure  1 have  left.  For,  fince  I am  llruck  out  of  living  company 
by  my  deafnels,  I have  recourie  to  the  dead  whom  alone  I can  hear; 
and  I have  alTigned  them  their  ftated  hours  of  audience.  Solid  foiios 
are  the  people  of  bufinefs,  with  whom  I converfe  in  the  morning. 
Sjrartos  are  the  ealier  mixed  company,  with  w'hom  I lit  after  dinner  ; 
and  I pafs  my  evenings  in  the  light,  and  often  frivolous,  ebit-ebat  of 
fmall  odlavos  and  duodecimos.  This,  upon  the  whole,  hinders  me 
from  wilhing  for  death,  while  other  confKler.ations  hinder  me  from 
fearing  it. 

Does  lord  Clanbrazil  bring  in  his  regiller  bill  this  fclTicm  ? If  he 
can  keep  it  flrort,  clear,  and  mild,  it  will  h.e  in  my  opinion  a very 
gcKxl  one.  Some  time  or  other,  though  God  knows  when,  it  will  be 
found  out  in  Ireland,  that  the  popifli  religion  and  influence  cannot 
be  fubdued  by  force,  but  may  be  undermined  and  deflroyed  by  art. 
Allow'  the  papifls  to  buy  lands,  let  and  take  le.alcs  equally  w ith 
the  proteftants,  but  fubjedl  to  the  jfare/ a£l,  w hich  will  always  have 
its  efl&fl  upon  their  pofterity  at  leaft.  Tye  them  down  to  the  go- 
vernment by  the  tender  but  ftrong  bonds  of  landed  property,  which 
the  pope  will  have  much  ado  to  diflblve,  notwithftanding  hLs-  power 
of  loofening  and  binding.  Ufe  thofe  who  come  over  to  you,  though 
perhajK  only  fecmingly  at  firft,  w'cll  and  kindly,  inftead  of  looking 
for  their  cloven  feet  and  their  tails  as  you  do  now.  Increafc  both  your 

number. 


496  LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 

number,  anJ  your  care  of  the  proteftant  charter  fchools.  Make  your 
penal  laws  extremely  mild,  and  then  put  them  ftriiftly  in  cxcaition. 

Hti  liti  trvnt  artts, 

(Thcfc  »iU  be  your  arts.) 

This  would  do  in  time,  and  nothing  elfe  will,  nor  ought.  I would 
as  foon  murder  a man  for  his  eftate,  as  profccute  him  for  his  religious 
and  fpcculative  errors ; and,  fince  I am  in  a way  of  quoting  verfes  T 
will  give  you  three  out  of  W^allh's  famous  ode  to  King  William, 

Nor  think  it  a fufiiciem  caiife. 

To  punilli  men  by  penal  laws, 

For  not  believing  right. 

/■ 

I am  very  glad  that  your  daughter  is  recovered.  I am  glad  that  you 
are  well,  and  whatever  you  are  glad  of  will  upon  my  word  gladden, 

Your  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


I 

LETTER  XXXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  March  23,  J755. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Find  by  your  letter  to  madantc  d’Elitz*,  that  my  twolaft  to  you 
mift:arricd  ; for,  uj>oir  my  word,  lince  my  return  from  Rath,  I 
have  fdnt  you  two  letters,  one  of  them  paiticularly  with  my  opinion 
iqwn  lord  Clanbrazirs  hill.  We  have  neither  of  us  any  rcafon  to 
regret  their  lofs,  nor  Ihould  1 do  it  if  my  lu[iixifcd  filcnce  had  not 
given  you  uncafmds,  and  made  you  fufpcift  very  unjurtly  a change 

• Sifter  to  t!»c  counters  of  CUcRcrticid. 
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in  my  fendments  towards  you.  Be  aflured  that  can  never  happen, 
1 am  ib  well  convinced  of  yours  for  me : my  diforders  in  my  head 
may,  and  do  very  often,  render  me  incapable  of  writing,  but  they 
cannot  aife£t  my  heart,  which  will  always  be  warm  for  my  friends, 
and  I am  very  fure  that  you  are  of  that  number. 

Lord  Clanbrazil’s  bill  is  tlirown  out  at  laft,  an<l  perhaps  never  the 
worle,  though  1 approver!  of  it ; but  it  would  be  fo  altered  and 
mangled  before  it  had  pafled  the  tsvo  houfes,  that  it  would  have  been 
worfe  than  none. 

My  health  and  ftrength  decay  daily,  and  of  courfe  my  fpirits.  The 
idle  dream  of  this  v'orld  is  over  with  me  ; I am  rired  of  being  every 
thing  but  of  being 

Your  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXXIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  April  14,  1758. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 

J Received  your  kind  letter  of  the  7 th.  The  jK)ft  is  favourable  to 
us  both,  for  1 receive  your  letters,  and  you  cfcape  mine,  which  arc 
not  worth  your  receiving,  but  from  the  intei-eft  you  take  in  the  healtli 
of  a faithful  friend.  I ihould  rather  have  ufed  the  word  exittence, 
than  that  of  health,  not  having  been  acquainted  with  the  thing  thel'c 
two  or  three  years.  I am  now  comparatively  better  than  I have  been 
this  winter,  but  very  far  from  being  what  a healthy  man  would  call 
well.  That  degree  of  health  I give  up  entirely  ; 1 might  as  well  ex- 
pedf  rejuvenefcence. 
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Your  politiral  world  in  Ireland  is  now  quieted  for  the  time  being. 
May  that  quiet  lalt;  but  I do  not  tlrink  it  will.  Yott  are  come  to  that 
Rate  in  Ireland,  which  Dr.  Brown  too  truly  reprefents  to  be  the  Rate 
of  England,  in  his  eftimatc  of  the  manners  and  principles  of  the  times, 
of  which  he  has  juft  publiftied  a fecond  volume.  If  you  have  not 
already  got  them,  I advile  you  to  apply  to  my  philofophical  friend 
George  Faulkner  for  them.  They  are  writ  with  fpirit  and  elegancy, 
and  are,  I fear,  too  juft. 

1 am,  my  dear  lord, 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXXIV. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


BlackUcallt,  May  23,  1758* 

MV  DEAR  LORD, 

IHave  received  your  letter  of  the  4th  inftant.  The  day  afterwards 
I received  the  book  which  you  was  fo  kind  as  to  fend  me  by 
major  Maccullogh,  and  the  day  after  that,  by  Mr.  Ruflel,  your  bill  for 
expences  incurred  and  not  provided  for,  which  I have  paid. 

Now,  firft  to  the  firtt.  You  follicit  a very  poor  employment  fo 
modcftly,  and  offer  your  daughters  as  fecurity  for  your  good  beha- 
viour, that  I cannot  refufc  it  you,  and  do  hereby  appoint  you  ray 
foie  commiffioner  for  the  kingdom  of  Ireland.  To  the  fecond.  This 
ninth  volume  of  Swift  cvill  not  do  him  fo  much  honor,  as  I hope  it 
will  bring  profit  to  my  friend  George  Faulkner.  The  hiftorical  part  * 
is  a party  pamphlet,  founded  on  the  lie  of  the  day,  which,  as  lord 
Bolingbroke  who  had  read  it  often  affured  me,  was  coined  and  deli- 
vered out  to  him,  to  write  Examiners,  and  other  political  papers  upon. 

* The  hiftory  of  the  four  Uft  yeirt  of  the  quecot 
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That  fpirit  remarkably  runs  through  it.  Macarteney,  for  inftance, 
murdered  duke  Hamilton ; nothing  is  falfer,  for  though  Macarteney 
was  very  capable  of  the  vileft  aiHions,  he  was  guiltlefs  of  that,  as  1 
myfelf  can  teftify,  who  was  at  his  trial  in  the  king’s  bench,  when 
he  came  over  voluntarily  to  take  it,  in  the  late  king’s  time.  There 
did  not  appear  even  the  letift  ground  for  a fufpicion  of  it,  nor  did 
Hamilton,  who  apj>earcd  in  court,  pretend  to  to  tax  liim  with  it, 
which  would  have  been  in  truth  acculing  himfclf  of  the  utmoft  bafe- 
nefs,  in  letting  the  murderer  of  his  friend  go  off  from  the  field  of 
battle,  without  cither  refentment,  purfuit,  or  even  accufation,  till 
tliree  days  afterwards.  This  tie  was  invented  to  inflame  the  Scotch 
nation  againft  the  whigs  ; as  the  other,  that  prince  Eugene  intended 
to  murder  lord  Oxfonl,  by  employing  a fet  of  people  called  Mohocks, 
which  ibciety,  by  the  way,  never  cxifled,  was  calculated  to  inflame 
the  mob  of  London.  Swift  took  thofe  hints  de  la  meiHeure  foi  du 
monde,  and  thought  them  materials  for  hiftory.  So  far  he  is  blame- 
lefs. 

Thinlly  and  laftly,  I have  paid  Mr.  Ruflel  the  teventy-feven  pounds 
five  fhillings,  for  which  you  drew  your  bill.  I hope  you  are  fen- 
fiblc  that  I need  not  have  {¥>id  it  till  I had  received  the  goods,  or  at 
leaft  till  I had  proofs  of  your  having  fept  them,  but  where  I have  in 
general  a good  opinion  of  the  perfon,  I always  proceed  frankly,  and 
do  not  ftand  uixm  forms,  and  I have  without  flattery  fo  good  an  o- 
pinion  of  you,  that  1 would  truft  you  not  only  with  tw'enty  feven 
pounds,  but  even  as  far  as  thirty  feven. 

Your  friend’s  letter  to  you,  inclofcd  in  the  book,  is  an  honeft  and 
melancholic  one : but  what  can  I do  in  it  ? He  feems  not  to  know  the 
nature  of  fadtions  in  Ireland,  the  prevailing  for  the  time  being  is  ^b- 
folute,  and  whofo  trangrefleth  the  leaft  of  their  commandments  is 
guilty  of  the  whole.  A lord  lieutenant  may  if  he  pleafes  govern 
alone,  but  then  he  muft,  as  I know  by  experience,  take  a great  deal 
more  trouble  upon  himfclf  than  moft  lord  lieutenants  care  to  do,  and 
he  muft  not  be  afraid  : but  as  they  commonly  prefer  otium  cum  dig- 
nitate,  their  guards,  their  battle-axes,  and  their  trumpets,  not  to  men- 
tion perhajK,  the  profits  of  their  poll,  to  a laborious  execution  of  it, 
' they  muft  neceflarily  rule  by  a fadtion,  of  which  fadtion  for  the  time 
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being,  they  are  only  the  firft  flaves  : the  comiition  of  the  obligation 
is  this,  your  excellency  or  your  grace  wants  to  carry  on  his  majefty’s 
bufinefs  fmoothly,  and  to  have  it  to  fay  when  yovi  go  back,  that  you 
met  with  no  difficulties,  this  we  have  fufficient  ftrength  in  parlia- 
ment to  engage  for,  provided  we  apixar  to  have  the  favour  and  coun- 
tenance of  the  govenimetit,  the  money,  l>e  it  what  it  will,  fliall  be 
t.hearfully  voted;  as  for  the  public  you  flt;ill  do  what  you  will,  or 
nothing  at  all,  for  we  care  for  that  no  more  than  we  fupixjfe  your 
grace  or  excellency  does,  but  we  repeat  it  again,  our  recommenda- 
tions to  places,  penfions,  &c.  mull  prevail,  or  we  fliall  not  be  able  to 
keep  our  people  in  order.  Thole  are  always  the  exjirefleil,  or  at  leaft 
the  implied,  conditions  of  thefe  treaties,  which  either  the  indolence  or 
the  infufficiency  of  the  governors  ratify  : from  that  moment  thefe 
undertakers  bury  the  governor  alive,  but  indeed  porapoufly : dif- 
ferent from  the  worfliipful  company  of  undertakers  here,  who  feldom 
bury  any  Ixxly  alive,  or  at  leaft  never  without  the  confent  and  pri- 
vity of  the  next  heirs. 

1 am  now  fettled  here  for  the  fummcr,  perhaps  for  ever,  in  great 
tranquillity  of  mind,  not  equally  of  body  ; I make  the  moft  of  it,  1 
iTgctate  witli  the  vegetables,  and  I crawl  with  the  infects  in  my 
garden,  and  1 am,  fuch  as  I am,  moft  faithfully  and  fincerely 

Yours, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Blackhcath,  Jane  1759. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

Tam  nosv  in  pofleflion  of  the  goods  you  procured  me,  and  they 
-■  are  both  excellent  in  their  kind  ; but  how  difficult,  not  to  fay 
impoffible,^  it  is  to  find  an  houeft  faftw!  You  have  not  cheated  me  it 
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is  true,  but  you  have  moftgrofly  defrauded  the  bifhop  of  Watcrfonl, 
as  appears  by  your  own  account  here  inclofcxl,  you  fet  down  two  pie- 
ces and  fourteen  yards  of  cloth  jf.  16.  yr.  3£/.  whereas  I have  re- 
ceived feven  pieces  and  fourteen  yards,  which  muft  certainly  come 
to  a great  deal  more.  Item,  you  fet  down  but  fix  dozen  and  fix  pints 
of  Ufquebaugh,  whereas  I have  received  nine  dozen  and  fix,  for 
which  you  put  down  only^f.  1 3.  51.  and  which  makes  it  as  cheap  as 
porter’s  ale.  Pray  retrieve  your  charafter,  which  is  at  ftake,  and 
clear  up  tliis  matter  to  the  Bifiiop,  and  to 

Your  faithful  fervant, 


Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XXXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Btackhraih,  Aug.  29,  175^. 

J Cannot  return  futh  an  anfwcr  as  we  could  either  of  us  wiflr,  to  your 
frequent  and  friendly  inquiries  after  my  weakened  and  decaying 
body  and  mind.  I am  at  lead  unwell,  often  worfe,  and  never  quite  well. 
My  deafnefs,  which  is  confiderably  incrcafcd,  deprives  me  of  that  con- 
folation,  which  ficknefs  commonly  admits  of,  the  converfation  of  a 
few  friends  ; and  my  illnefs  deprives  me  of  the  chief  conlblation 
under  deafnefs,  wliich  is  reariing  and  writing.  My  head  will  fcldom 
let  me  read,  and  Icldomcr  let  me  think,  conlequently  fiill  feldomcr 
let  me  write,  bhall  I tell  you  tliat  I bear  this  melancholy  fituation, 
with  that  meritorious  conllancy  and  refignation  which  mofi  iwople 
boaft  of  ? No,  for  I really  cannot  help  it ; if  I could,  I certainly 
would,  and  fince  I cannot,  1 have  common  fenfe  and  reafon  enough, 
not  to  make  my  fituation  worfe,  by  unavailing  relllefsnefs  and  regret. 

I hope,  for  your  fake  and  many  other  people’s,  that  your  health  is 
perfedt,  for  I know  that  you  wUl  employ  it  in  doing  gootl.  May 
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you  long  have  tliat  jwu'er,  as  I am  fure  you  will  always  have  thofc 
inclinations  ! I am,  with  real  trutli  and  friendlliip, 

My  dear  lord, 

Your  moft  faithful  fers'ant, 

CHE*TETiriELD. 

LETTER  XXXVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 


Loodorii  Feb.  aO|  1759* 


T Received  yefterday  your  very  kind  letter  of  the  loth,  with  the 
-*■  inclofcd,  which  I forwarded  according  to  the  diredlions.  No  apo- 
logies alwut  that,  for  I am  very  glad  to  be  the  entrepot  between  you 
and  whoever  you  correfpond  with.  White  protefts  that  he 
troubled  you  with  a letter,  long  fince  the  time  mentioned  in  your’s. 
For  thefe  three  months  he  has  been  confined  with  the  gout,  and  is 
but  juft  got  about  me  again.  But  neither  could  he,  nor  I myfelf,  have 
given  you  any  account  of  my  moft  unaccountable  illnefs,  for  I am 
ill,  better,  and  worfe,  within  the  fpace  of  every  half  hour;  all  that  I 
know  is,  that  it  is  a miferable  latter  end  of  life.  Rut  it  would  not  be 
reafonable  in  me  to  complain,  as  the  former  part  was  happier  than 
I could  in  juftice  pretend  to. 

I faid  nothing  to  you  upon  the  death  of  your  brother  (a) ; I never 
upon  thofe  occafions  do,  where  I am  fure  the  concern  is  fin- 
cere  : yours,  I dare  fay,  was  fo ; but  you  had  this  juft  reflexion  to 
comfort  you,  that  he  left  a good  charadler,  and  a reafonable  fortune 
to  his  family,  behind  him. 

Adieu,  my  dear  lord;  my  head  will  not  be  held  down  any  longer. 

Yours  fincerely. 


Chesterfield. 


(a)  The  bifliop'i brother,  colonel  Chenevix,  the  Canbinecn. 


LET- 


Digitized  by  Google 


■ TO  HISFRENDS.  BOOK  III.  LET.  XXXVI.  XXXVII.  XXXVIII.  503 


LETTER  XXXVIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Blacbhcatli,  June  13,  1759. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

Tam  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  kind  letter  of  the  2d, 
and,  thank  God,  can  return  you  a more  fatisfaftory  anfwer  than, 
for  fomc  time  paft,  I have  been  able  to  do.  In  the  firft  place,  I am 
alive,  which  neither  I nor  any  body  elfe,  fix  months  ago,  thought 
that  I lliould  be.  In  the  next  place  my  old,  crazy,  and  lhattercd  car- 
cafe  enjoys  more  negative  health  than  it  has  done  for  a long  time. 

I owe  this  unexpedled  amendment  to  milk,  which,  in  this  my  fecond. 
infancy,!  live  uponalmoft  as  entirely  as  I did  in  my  firft.  Aflcs,cows,, 
and  even  goats  club  to  maintain  me.  I have  in  particular  a white 
amallbea,  th.at  ftrays  upon  the  heath  all  day,  and  feledls  the  moft 
falutary  and  odoriferous  herbs,  which  Ihe  brings  me  night  and  morn- 
ing filtrated  into  milk.  Thus  I rub  on  in  a tolerable  mediocrity  ; 
Ufe  is  neither  a burthen  nor  a pleafure  to  me,  but  a certain  degree  of 
ennui  neceflarily  attends  that  neutral  ftate,  which  makes  me  very 
willing  to  part  with  it,  when  he  who  placed  me  here  thinks  fit  to- 
call  me  away. 

I fuppofe  you  felt  fomc  pangs  at  patting  with  your  fon,  and  your 
tender  anTciety  will  make  you  feel  ftill  more  in  his  abfence.  May  he 
anfwer  not  only  yotir  expedlation,  but  your  fondeft  u iflies  ! I am 
lure  it  is  one  of  the  warmeft  of  mine.  I am 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant,^ 


Chesterfield. 


LET 
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LETTER  XXXIX. 

TO  THlv  SAME. 


London,  Dec.  9,  1759. 

■MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Confel's  1 have  been  loin'  in  aiTcars  Mith  you,  and  owe  you 

a gloat  deal  tor  your  frequent  and  kind  inqviiries  after  my 
health,  or,  to  fi.H;ak  more  pnqx;rly,  my  want  of  it;  but  it  has  not 
been  in  my  power  to  pay.  1 have  been  often,  within  thefe  three 
months,  not  only  too  ill  to  write,  but  too  ill  to  fj>cak,  think,  or  move. 
I Itave  now  a favourable  moment  of  negative  health,  and  that  is  the 
molt  that  I muft  ever  exitecl,  and  1 think  I cannot  employ  it  better 
Than  in  thanking  you  for  your  friendlhip,  and  in  affuring  you  of 
mine.  When  I refleifl  upon  the  iioor  remainder  of  my  life,  1 look 
upt>n  it  as  a buithen  that  muft  every  day  grow  heavier  and  heavier, 
from  the  natural  pi-ogreftion  of  phyfical  ills,  the  ufual  companions  of 
increafing  years  ; and  my  reafon  tells  me  that  I fliould  willi  for  the 
end  of  it,  but  inftindl,  often  ftronger  than  reafon,  and  perhaps  oftener 
in  the  right,  makes  me  take  all  proper  methods  to  put  it  off.  This 
innate  fentiment  .alone,  makes  me  bear  life  with  patience,  for  I aflure 
you  I have  no  farther  hopes,  but  on  the  contrary  many  fears,  from 
it.  None  of  the  primitive  Anachoretes  in  the  Thebais  could  be  more 
dctachcal  from  life  than  I am.  I confider  it  as  one  who  is  wholly 
unconcerned  in  it,  and  even  when  I refleift  back,  uix>n  what  I have 
fecn,  what  I have  heani,  and  what  1 have  tlone  myfelf,  I c.an  hardly 
yierfuade  myfelf  that  all  that  frivolous  hurry  and  buftlc,  and  plea- 
I'ures  of  the  world,  had  any  reality,  but  they  feem  to  have  been  the 
dreams  of  reftlefs  nights.  This  philofophy,  however,  I thank  Go<l, 
neither  makes  me  four  nor  melancholic;  I fee  the  folly  and  ab- 
furdity  of  mankind,  without  intlignation  or  iteeviftinefs.  I wilh  them 
wifer,  and  confc<iucntly  better  than  they  are.  1 pity  the  weak  and 
the  wicked,  without  envying  the  w ife  and  the  good,  but  endeavour- 
ing to  the  utmoft  of  my  abilities  to  be  one  of  that  minority. 

You 
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You  are  not  quite  fo  philofophical  in  Ireland,  where  all  tlie  tour- 
billon$  of  Dcfcartes  feem  to  be  in  the  moft  rapid  motion.  What  do 
your  mobs  mean  ? The  Hiliernian  fpirits  are  exceedingly  inflamma- 
ble. Lenients  and  refrigeratives  will  cool  and  quiet  them. 

I am  very  forry  that  your  daughter’s  lamenefs  I'cems  incurable,  for 
I heartily  wiih  well  to  every  limb  of  your  family,  and  am 

Yoiu  moft  fincere  friend  and  faithful  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 

P.  S.  Lady  Chcfterfield  Mds  me  afliire  you  of  her  fervice  and 
cftccm. 


LETTER  XL. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

. Londoa,  Jaa.  ai,  1760. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

HEN  1 received  your  laft  letter,  1 was  not  in  a condition  to 
’ * anfwer,  and  hardly  to  read  it ; I was  fo  extremely  ill,  that  I 
little  thought  that  I fliould  live  to  the  date  of  this  letter.  I have 
within  thefe  few  months  more  than  once  feen  death  very  near, 
and  when  one  does  fee  it  near,  let  the  beft  or  the  worft  people  fay 
what  they  pleafe,  it  is  a very  ferious  conlkleration.  1 thank  God, 
I faw  It  without  very  great  terrors,  but  at  the  fame  time  the  divine 
attribute  of  mercy,  which  gives  us  comfort,  cannot  make  us  forget, 
nor  ought  it,  his  attribute  of  juftice,  which  muft  blend  fome  fears 
with  our  hopes.  The  faculty  tell  me  that  I am  now  much  better, 
and  to  be  fure  I am  fo,  compared  with  what  I was  a fortnight  ago, 
but  however  ftill  in  a very  weak  and  lingering  condition,  not  likely 
in  my  opinion  to  hold  out  long ; but  whether  my  end  be  more  or 
lefs  remote,  I know  I am  tottering  upwn  the  brink  of  this  world,  and 
VoL.  II.  Ttt  my 
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my  thoughts  are  employed  abotit  the  other.  However,  while  I crawl 
tipon  this  planet,  I think  myfelf  obliged  to  tlo  what  good  I can,  in  my 
narrow  domcRic  Iphcre,  to  niy  fellow'  creatures,  and  to  wifli  them 
all  the  good  I cannot  do.  What  lliare  you  will  always  have 
in  thofe  wiflies,  our  long  frierullhip,  and  your  own  merit,  which  I 
liave  fo  long  known,  will  heft  tell  you. 

1 am,  with  great  truth  and  juft  efteem. 

Your  moft  faitliful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XLI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


Lomlun,  Ajtril  291  1760. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

• 

IV/T  R.  des  Voeux  brought  me  your  kind  letter,  and  will  fend  me 
(for  he  is  gone  to  Germany)  his  Eedeftaftes  as  ibon  as  it  comes 
out.  A propos  of  that  Ixxik,  1 hojie  you  have  fecn  Voltaire’s  precis  of 
it  in  verfe.  Nothing  in  my  mind  can  l>c  finer,  than  both  the  fenfe, 
and  jxKtry  of  it : for  fear  that  you  Ihould  not  have  leen  it,  1 w ill 
give  you  two  paffages  out  of  it,  that  ftruck  me  e.xceedingly. 

Dice  nous  tlonn.i  les  biens,  il  tcuc  qu’on  en  jouilTc, 

M;iis  ii’mibliez  jjmais  leur  c.iufe  et  leur  auseur, 

>.I  lorfquc  vous  goiucz  fa  divine  faveur, 

O ! inom-ls  garclez  vous  d’oublicr  fa  juilicc 

* I'ltcic  tines  may  lie  ttius  rendered  in  Englitli  : 

Gorl  gave  us  blcflings,  freely  to  enjoy  ; 

Mortals ! remember  from  whofe  band  tltcy  camr. 

And,  while  you  lallc  his  gracious  gifts  with  joy. 

Both  love  and  reverence  his  awful  n.in-.c. 
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This  is  exatSlly  ftxim  the  original,  but  the  following  lines  arc  in  my 
mind  a great  improvement. 

Repandez  vos  bienfaits  avee  magnificence. 

Mime  aux  moins  venueux  nc  Ics  rct'ulcz  paj, 

Ne  vous  informez  pas  de  leur  reconnoiffance, 
n eft  grand,  il  eft  beau  de  faircdcs  ingrats  *. 

I now  read  Solomon  with  a fort  of  fympathetic  feeling.  1 have  been 
as  xvitked  and  as  vain,  though  not  lb  wile  as  he  ; bvit  am  now  at  laft 
wife  enough  to  feel  and  attell  the  tmth  of  his  relleclion,  that  all  is 
vanity  and  vexation  of  fpirit.  This  tnith  is  never  fufficiently  difeo- 
vered  or  felt  by  mere  fjKculation,  experience  in  tliis  cafe  is  necelTary 
for  conviflion,  though  i>erhaps  at  the  cxjxence  of  Ibme  morality. 

I do  not  comprehend  you  in  Ireland  en  detail,  but  this  I compre- 
hend en  grot,  that  that  jxjor  country  will  be  undone.  All  the  caufes, 
tliat  everdeftroyed any  country,  confpirc  in  this  point  to  ruin  Ireland; 
premature  luxury,  for  your  luxury  outllrippcd  your  riches,  w hich 
in  other  countries  it  only  accompanies ; a total  difregard  to  the  pub- 
lic intereft,  both  in  the  governed  and  the  governors ; a profligate 
arid  fliamelefs  avowal  of  private  intereft  ; a univerfal  corruption  of 
both  morals  and  manners.  All  this  is  more  than  ncceflary  to  fubvert 
any  conftitution  in  the  world. 

You  cxpcift,  from  the  intereft  which  I know  you  take  in  it,  to 
have  Ibmc  account  of  my  wretched  and  almoft  dettrciyed  conftitution ; 
but  I will  only  tell  you  in  fliort,  that  1 am  not  worfc  than  I was,  and 
that  1 know  I never  can  be  better  than  1 am  now,  though  that  is 
bad  enough  of  all  confdence.  My  ftay  in  this  world  cannot  be  long. 
God,  w ho  placed  me  here,  only  knosvs  when  he  will  onler  me  out  of 
it ; but  whenever  he  does,  I fhall  moft  willingly  obey  his  command, 
with  confidence  in  his  mercy.  Adieu,  my  dear  lord.  I am  moft  fin- 
cerely  yours, 

Chesterfield. 

* Diffufe  your  bounties  with  a liberal  liandj 
Nor  fparc  the  Icaft  deferxing  to  relieve  : 

No  thanks  the  generous  mind  (hould  e’er  demand  j 
'Tis  great,  ’tis  godlike,  unrepaid  to  give  . 

Tt  t a 
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LETTER  XLII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 


Blackhcath,  Aug.  28,  1760. 


T Should  have  anfwsred  your  laft  and  tnoft  friendly  letter  fooner,  but 
-*■  that  the  weak  and  languid  Hate  which  I have  been  in,  for  fomc 
time,  did  not  leave  me  fpirits  to  do  any  thing,  much  Icfs  any  thing 
■well.  What  was  unjurtly  and  infamoully  urgetl  againft  Algernoon 
Sidney.  I found  too  true  in  my  own  cafe,  that  Scribere  ejl  agere^ 
(writing  is  a<fting)  and  therefore  I did  not  undertake  it.  I am  now  a 
little  iKJtter,  but  this  better  moment  is  no  fecurity  that  the  next  w'ill 
not  be  a very  bad  one,  for  I am  more  than  journatier  in  my  complaints, 
even  hours  make  great  variations  in  them.  This,  you  muft  allow,  is 
an  unfortunate  latter  end  of  my  life,  and  confcquently  a tirefome  one  ; 
but  1 muft  own  too  that  perhaps  it  is  a very  juft  one,  and  a fort  of  ba- 
lance, to  the  tumultuous  and  imaginary  pleafures  of  the  former  p»art 
of  it.  In  the  general  txjurfe  of  things,  there  feems  to  be,  upon  the 
whole,  a pretty  equal  dillributionofphyfical  good  and  evil,  fome  extra- 
oulinary  caifes  excepted,  and  even  moral  good  and  evil  feem  mixed  to 
a certain  degree  ; for  one  never  fees  any  body  fo  perfectly  good,  or  lb 
perfedtly  bad,  as  they  might  l>e.  Why  this  is  fo,  it  is  in  vain  for  us 
upon  this  planet  to  inquire,  for  it  is  not  given  us  yet  to  know.  I 
behold  it  with  a rcfpcdtful  atliniration,  and  cry  out,  O altitudo! 

White  told  n\c  that  you  intend  to  turn  gardener,  and  that  your 
firft  trial  is  to  be  railing  of  melons,  for  which  reafon  I have  fent  you 
fuch  a provifion  of  gotrd  melon  feed  of  different  kinds,  as  will  ferve 
you,  your  et  qtti  nafcenttir  ab  iUis\  (your  children’s 

children,  and  thole  that  will  be  born  of  them)  but,  as  an  older  and 
more  experienced  gardener,  than  you  arc,  I muft  add  fome  inftruc- 
tions  as  to  their  cultiwe.  Know  then  that  they  are  much  better  railed, 
in  tanner’s  bark  than  in  dung  ; that  you  flrould  put  but  two  feeds  in* 
what  the  gardeners  call  a light,  and  that  w hen  they  are  about  half 
grown,  if  the  weather  is  hot^  you  lliould  cover  them  with  oiled 
5 paper 
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paper,  inftead  of  glafs,  to  fave  the  vines  from  being  burned  up  before 
the  fruit  is  ripe.  I,  and  moft  people  here,  prefer  the  Canteloupes, 
but  they  are  not  the  heft  bearers. 

I am  very  glad  that  your  fon  does  hitherto  fo  well  at  the  univer- 
■fity,  and  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  continuing  to  do  fo,  provided  he 
keeps  clear  of  the  epidemical  vices  of  colleges  in  general,  and  of  Irilh 
colleges  in  particular.  You  may  eafily  guefs  that  I mean  that  beaftly 
degrading  vice  of  tlrinking,  which  increafes  w'ith  years,  and  which 
ends  in  ftupid  fottiflinefs.  I hope  all  the  reft  of  your  family  are  as 
well  as  I wilh  them,  for  ujx>n  my  word,  I fincerely  wiih  you  all  tutti 
quanti  as  well  as  you  can  vvifh  yourfelves. 

I am,  my  dear  lord,  , 

Your  faithful  friend  and  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XLIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Loihdoo^  Dec.  16,  i7£c. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Make  no  excufes  for  the  irregularity  of  my  correljxindence,  or 
the  unfrequency  of  my  letters ; for  my  declining  mind  keeps 
pace  with  my  decaying  Ixxly,  and  1 can  no  more  feribere  digna  kgi 
(wiite  things  worthy  to  be  read),  than  I can  facere  digna  feribi,  (do  ^ 
things  w'orthy  to  be  written).  My  health  is  always  bad,  though  fome- 
times  better  and  fometimes  worfe,  but  never  goo<l.  My  deafnefs  in- 
creafes, and  ciinfequently  deprives  me  of  the  comforts  of  fociety,  which, 
other  people  have  in  their  illnefles  ; in  fliort,  this  laft  ftage  of  my 
life  is  a very  tedious  one,  and  the  roads  very  bad  ; the  end  of  it  can- 
not lie  very  far  off,  and  I cannot  be  forry  for  it.  I wait  for  it,  imlo- 
ring  the  mercy  of  my  Creator,  and  deprecating  his  jufticc.  The  beft 
of  us  mull  truft  to  the  former,  and  dread  the  latter. 


1 do 
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I do  not  know  what  picture  it  is  of  the  late  lord  Scarborough,  that 
you  would  have  copied  ; 1 have  none,  nor  do  I know  of  any,  unlcfs 
[ cihaps  Jemmy  Lumlcy  has  one,  fo  fend  me  your  farther  dircilions 
about  it. 

In  my  opinion  you  are  very  much  in  the  right  not  to  concern  your- 
lelf  in  the  contorted  elc(£tions.  Abfline  a fabis  (Abftain  from  beans) 
is  as  becoming  a maxim  for  a bilhop,  as  it  was  for  Pyihagoras ; 
moreover,  in  parliamentary  elections  perhaiss  there  is  no  choice. 
You  arc  all  wild  about  them  inJreland,  and  want,  it  fe'cms,  to  have  ail 
the  ill  blood,  exywncc,  and  riot,  which  they  occafion,  renewed  every 
levcn  years.  I wiflt  you  w'ould  l>e  quiet,  for  1 projbecy  that  you 
will  get  no  good  by  your  politics,  but  I fear  much  the  contrary. 

I <iueftion  whether  you  will  ever  fee  my  friend  George  Faulkner 
in  Ireland  again,  he  is  become  fo  great  and  confiderable  a man  here 
in  the  repviblic  of  letters ; he  has  a conftant  table  open  to  all  men  of 
wit  and  learning,  and  to  thofc  fometimes  who  have  neither.  I have 
been  able  to  get  him  to  dine  with  me  but  twice,  though  otherwife,  I 
muft  do  him  the  jurtice  to  fay,  he  lives  with  his  old  friends  upon  the 
fame  eafy  foot  as  formerly.  Adieu,  my  dear  lord:  1 am  the  moft  faith- 
ful of  your  friends  and  fervants. 


Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XLIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BaOi,  Mar.  19,  1761. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Have  been  much  and  long  in  your  debt,  contrary  to  my  inclina- 
tion,  for  I hate  to  be  in  any  debt,  efpecially  in  marks  of  friend- 
rtiip  and  affeiSlion ; but  I am  perfu.aded  you  know  the  fentiments  of 
my  heart,  w ith  regard  to  yourfelf,  tcxi  well  to  require  regular  promif- 
fory  notes,  for  my  debts  of  that  kind.  Befidcs,  in  truth,  paper  credit 

is 
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is  fo  much  ftretchcd,  both  here  and  in  Ireland,  that  I think  it  will 
now  go  for  very  little  in  cither  country. 

You  have  a new  lord  lieutenant  for  your  country,  who  certainly 
is  able,  and  1 dare  fay  willing,  to  do  well.  But  for  God’s  fake  be 
quiet,  mind  your  interior  civil  intcrell,  and  do  not  get  into  any  more 
political  l’crai)cs  with  England,  that  will  always  l>e  too  hard  for  you 
in  the  end,  and,  if  provoked,  1 doubt  too  hard  upon  you.  I have 
Hill  a tcnilerncfs  for  Irelantl,  and  am  re.ally  concerned  when  I hear  of 
its  being  worked  up  into  a general  ferment,  only  that  a few  indivi- 
duals may  make  the  better  bargain  ft>r  themfelves. 

I will  tell  you  nothing  of  the  feveral  changes  at  court,  which 
from  the  gazettes  you  will  know  as  much  of  as  1 do  here  from  the 
fame  authority,  for  I have  no  better,  and  am  glad  of  it ; for  what  is 
the  world  now  to  me,  or  1 to  the  world,  except  as  a citizen  of  it,  in 
u hich  capacity  1 will  alw  ays  endeavour  to  do  my  little  part  to  my 
fellow  creatures  ? 1 know  no  ufe  that  a deaf,  infirm,  wretched  crea- 
ture as  I am,  can  be  of  to  fociety,  unlefs  th.at  of  maintaining  the  nc- 
ceflary  number  of  his  fjrccies,  to  attend  aitd  nurfe  him.  Your  con- 
llant  ami  kind  airxiety  alwut  my  health  makes  you,  I know,  delirb 
that  1 fliould  give  you  fomc  account  of  it,  but  1 cannot  by  any  means 
give  you  fuch  an  account  as  you  would  will)  for.  1 came  here  jult 
fix  weeks  ago,  and  for  the  firft  fortnight  was  abundantly  better,  and 
1 wiflr  1 had  then  cutout  a winner,  tj  ufe  the  gamcllcr’s  phrafe; 
but  it  was  very  natural  to  continue  a medicine  that  did  me  a great  deal 
of  gocxl,  in  hoi>cs  of  more  ; for  who  is  fatislied  with,  or  knows  what 
is,  enough  r Since  that,  the  waters  have  done  me  as  much  harm  as 
at  firft  they  did  mcgoixl,  and  1 return  to  London  next  Mowlay,  in 
julV  the  fame  weak  and  miferahle  condition  in  which  1 came  here. 

1 hope  you  and  all  your  family  are  unac<iuaintcd  with  tlie  ills  I 
feel.  May  you  all  long  continue  fo,  and  enjoy  all  the  other  comforts 
and  bleflings  of  life.  I am,  my  dear  lord. 

Your  molt  faithful  friend, 

a..  . humble  fervant. 


Chesterfield. 

LET.* 
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LETTER  XLV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

I Blacklicath,  June  9,  i;6i. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

' I '■  O fatisfy  your  kind  impatience  concerning  my  health,  I am 
obliged  to  take  up  the  pen  myfclf,  though  little  able  to  con- 
. duct  it.  Poor  White  has  been  very  ill  thd'e  two  months,  and 

part  of  the  time  in  great  danger,  from  a violent  fever,  which  returned 
after  fuch  Ihoit  intervals  as  left  him  no  time  to  recover  any  ftrength; 
but  now  fortunately  all  his  complaints  ha%'c  centered  in  a very  fevere 
fit  of  the  gout,  which  I hope  will  fet  all  right.  He  has  lived  with 
me  now  above  forty  years ; we  were  young  and  healthy  together, 
we  are  old  and  crazy,  and  i'eem  to  be  tending  to  our  laft  ftage  toge- 
ther. This  is  the  natural  courfe  of  things,  and  upon  the  whole  we 
have  neither  of  us  any  caufe  of  complaint.  As  to  myfelf,  I am  one 
day  better,  and  another  worfe  ; and  my  Hate  of  vegetation,  for  it  is 
no  more,  is  a lingering  and  drooping  one. 

Lord  Halifax  will  be  with  you  at  the  end  of  September,  or  the  be- 
ginning of  Odtober.  I am  fure  he  will  make  you  a good  governor, 
and  I hope  a popular  one  ; for  I know  he  goes  firmly  refolved  to  do 
all  the  good  he  can  to  Ireland.  He  underfiandS  bufinefs,  and,  what 
is  more, .loves  it ; he  has  fteadinefs  and  relblution  to  govern  you  well 
himfelf,  and  he  will  not  be  governed  by  undertakers.  Adieu,  my 
dear  lord  ; my  head,  and  my  hand,  botli  call  upon  me  to  trouble  you 
po  longer. 

I am  your  moll  afifedlionate  friend, 

and  faithful  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XLVI. 


TO  THE  SAM  E. 


Blackhcathi  Sept.  12,  i76i« 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 

f”  DO  not  know  whether  I Ihall  give  you  a rcalbn  which -you  Avill 
•*-  reckon  a gootl  one,  but  I will  honeftly  give  you  the  true  one, 
for  my  writing  fo  fddom.  It  is  one  of  the  effeds,  and  not  the  Icaft 
difagrccablc  one,  of  my  difonlcr,  to  make  one  indolent,  and  umvil- 
ling  to  undertake  even  what  one  has  a mind  to  do.  I have  often 
fet  down  in  the  intention  of  writing  to  you,  when  the  apparatus  of 
a table,  pen,  ink  and  pai>er  has  difeouraged  me,  and  made  me  pro- 
craftinate,  and  fay,  like  Feftus,  “ at  a convenient  time  w-ill  I fpcak  to 
thee.”  Thofe,  who  have  not  experienced  this  indolence  and  lan- 
guor, I know,  have  no  conception  of  them,  and  therefore  many 
people  fay  that  I am  extremely  wxll,  becaufe  I can  walk  and  fjjeak, 
without  knowing  how  much  it  cofts  me  to  do  either.  This  w as  the 
cafe  of  the  billiop  of  Oflbry,  who  reported  only  from  my  outfide, 
which  is  not  much  altered.  I cannot  fay,  however,  that  I am  po- 
litively  ill,  but  I can  pofitivcly  fay  that  I am  always  utnvell.  In 
fliort  I am  in  my  health,  what  many,  reckoned  in  the  main  good 
fort  of  jaeoplc,  arc  in  their  morals  ■;  they  commit  no  flagrant  crimes, 
but  their  confcience  fecretly  reproaches  them  with  the  non-obfcrvance 
or  the  violation  of  many  lefll-r  duties.  White  is  recovered  from  his 
acute  illnefs,  and  is  now  only  infirm  and  crazy,  and  w ill  be  fo  as 
long  as  he  lives.  I believe  wc  fhall  flart  fair. 

The  bilhop  of  Oflbry  told  me  one  thing,  that  1 heard  w ith  great 
pleafure,  which  was,  that  yonr  fon  did  extremely  w'cll  at  the  univer- 
flty,  and  anfwcrcd,  not  only  your  hopes,  but  your  w iflics  ; I fincerely 
congratulate  you  upon  it. 

The  town  of  London  and  the  city  of  Weftminfter  are  gone  quite 
mad  with  the  wedding  and  the  approaching  coronation.  People  think 
nor  talk  of  nothing  elfe.  For  my  iwrt,  1 have  not  feen  our  new 
queen  yet;  and  as  for  the  coronation,  I am  not  ;ilive  enough  to  march, 

V o L.  II.  U u u nor 
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nor  dead  enough  to  <walk  at  it.  You  can  bear  now  and  then  a quib- 
ble, I hope  ; but  I am,  without  the  lead:  equivtque,  my  dear  lord, 

Your  moft  faithful  friend, 

and  humble  fcrvant, 

Chesterfielb. 

P.  S.  Your  lord  lieutenant  will  be  with  you  immediately  after  the 
coronation.  He  has  heard  of  combinations,  confederations, 
and  all  forts  of  ations,  to  handcuff  and  fetter  him ; but  he 
feems  not  in  the  leaft  apprehenfivc  of  them. 


LETTER  XLVII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 


LonJoPj OA.  3I)  i/Si. 


T NEVER  doubted  but  that  lord  Halifax's  reception  of  you  would 

be  fuch  as,  by  your  laft  letter,  you  inform  me  it  was.  The  leaft 
relation  to  his  late  uncle  *,  and  my  friend,  will  always  be  a recom- 
mendation to  him ; but  you  have  a better.  1 received  yefterday, 
from  my  old  friend  Faulkner,  his  fpeech  at  the  opening  of  this  new 
parliament,  and  am  moft  extremely  pleafed  both  with  the  matter  and 
the  manner.  He  dwells  upon  my  three  favourite  points;  the  proteftant 
charter  fchools,  the  linen  manufailure,  and  a proper  indulgence  of 
the  Roman  Catholics. 

I have  fent  Mrs.  Ruffcil  fomc  melon-feed  for  you,  which  Ihe  will 
convey  to  you  when  fhe  has  a proper  oppprtunity.  There  are  two 
forts,  one  of  the  largeft  and  beft  canteloups  I ever  eat  in  my  life;  the 
other  is  of  a fmaller  fize,  the  coat  very  near  black,  but  rather  I think 
of  a fuperior  flavor  to  the  other.  If,  in  railing  them,  you  make 
ule  of  tann,  inftead  of  dung,  they  will  be  much  the  better. 


* The  cart  of  Scarboroogh* 


I am 
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I am  perfuacicd  that  your  bufinefs  in  parliament  will  go  fmoothly 
on,  . at  leaft  this,  feflion ; I hope  fo  for  the  fake  of  Ireland,  that 
can  never  be  a gainer  by  quarclling  with  England,  however  juftly. 
As  you  always  infill  upon  my  acquainting  you  with  my  ftate  of 
health  for  the  time  being,  I will  tell  you  that  I am  not  worfe, 
rather  a little  better,  but  far  from  well.  Well  1 mull  never  cxpe6l 
to  be.  I lhall  go,  in  about  ten  days,  to  the  Bath,  in  hopes  of  being 
fomething  better,  and  I will  compound  for  fmall  gains. 

I am,  my  dear  lord,  moll  faithfully  yours. 

Chesterfield* 


LETTER  XLVIII. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 


Blackheathf  July  8,  t76a« 


T CANNOT  anfwer  your  laft  kind  letter  as  I could  wilh,  and 
as  you,  I believe,  wilh  full  as  much  as  1,  by  telling  you  that  I 
am  better : all  I can  do  for  you  is,  to  tell  you  that  I am  not  worfe. 
I have  always  reminifcences  of  my  rheumatifm  more  or  lefs,  fome- 
times  very  fevere  ones  in  my  legs,  which  I do  not  expedl  ever  to  be 
entirely  free  from,  for  I never  knew  any  man  radically  cured  of 
rheumatifm ; d'aiUeurs  je  vegete  voild  tout,  (I  vegetate,  and  that 
is  all.) 

I fincerely  congratulate  you  upon  the  academical  triumphs  of 
your  fon,  which  mult  give  you  the  moll  fenfible  pleafure.  I look 
upon  your  care  of  him  to  be  now  over,  as  he  has  learning  and  know- 
ledge to  know,  that  he  mull  not  only  keep  what  he  has,  but  im- 
prove it.  It  is  only  thofe  who  know  very  little,  that  Hop  Ihort, 
thinking  they  know  enough,  which  ends  in  knowing  nothing. 

The  piece  of  callico,  which  you  fent  White,  is  extremely  good 
and  fine.  Mind  your  weavjng  and  fpimiing,  and  lay  afide  your  po- 
ll u u 2 litics ; 
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litics  ; the  former  will  enrich  you,  but  take  my  word  for  it,  yon 
will  never  be  the  better  for  the  latter.  I wiflt  I could  fee  your  great 
politicians  labouring  for  the  good  of  their  country,  like  Hercules, 
with  dillafts,  inRe.ad  of  feptennial  bills  in  their  hands.  What,  and 
fo  be  dependent  upon  England  ? fays  Mr.  Lucas.  Yes,  I hoj>e  fo  ; for 
. when  Ireland  is  no  longer  dciiendent  uix)n  England,  the  Lord  have 
mercy  upon  it ! 1 am,  moft  fincerely. 

Your  faithful,  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XLIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BUckiieatl),  Sept.  4,  1762. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

Y wretched  health,  about  which  you  are  fo  kindly  follicitous, 
is  fo  very  variable,  that  I can  hardly  give  you  any  account  of 
it  at  the  beginniug  of  a letter,  without  having  rcafon  at  the  end  of 
it  to  alter  that  account.  The  humor,  whether  gouty  or  rheumatic, 
or  rather  as  1 think  a compound  of  both,  teazes  and  chicanes  me, 
fometimes  in  my  legs,  fometimes  in  my  head  and  ftomach,  and 
Ibmetimes,  though  feldom,  is  quite  quiet,  and  then  I am  as  well  as  at 
my  time  of  life  I can  ever  hope  to  be.  I muft  take  it  all  as  it 
comes,  and  will  bear  it  w'ith  patience.  God  has  font  phylical,  as  well 
;is  moral,  ills  into  the  world,  and  for  good  and  wife  reafons  of  his 
Own,  1 am  convinced,  which  I do  not  pretend  to  know  ; nor  do  I 
at  all  admit  thofe  reafons  which  men  arc  pleafed  to  affign  for  it.  I 
wifh  mankind  would  condefeend  to  be  refpe<51fully  ignorant  of  many 
things,  which  it  is  impollible  they  can  ever  know  whilft  in  this 
world.  But  no,  we  muft  know  every  thing,  and  our  pride  will  not 
let  us  own  our  ignorance. 

The 
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The  piece  of  raw  filk,  which  you  fent  me  inclofed  in  your  lad, 
feems  to  me,  who  undcrlland  very  little  of  the  matter,  extremely 
good ; bnt  to  tell*  you  the  truth,  I doubt  it  will  never  prove  an  ex- 
tenlive  and  profitable  manufailure.  Your  climate  is  not  warm 
enough  for  mulberry  trees,  and  the  worms  will  not  .be  nouriihed  as 
they  are  in  hotter  countries.  However,  you  do  very  well  to  try,  for 
whatever  quantity  of  filk  you  may  make,  will  be  fo  much  clear  gain, 
will  encourage  induftry,  and  let  the  worft  come  to  the  worll,  the 
plantations  of  mulberry  trees  will  adorn  the  country.  I am  glad  to 
find  the  fpirit  of  induftry  is  fo  aiftive  amongft  you  ; it  is  much 
better  than  the  fpirit  of  politics,  and  Ireland  will  get  much  more  by 
it.  Adieu,  my  dear  lord.  1 am,  with  the  greateft  truth  and  affedlion. 

Yours, 


Chest  KRFiELD. 


LETTER  L. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 


£)ackhe&lh,  OSi.  7,  1762. 


T THANK  you  heartily  for  your  laft  kind  letter ; it  is  fome  fatif- 
fadlion,  in  all  misfortunes,  to  know  that  thofe  people  whom  one 
loves  and  values  intcreft  themfelves  in  them,  and  am  1 furc  that  you 
take  a fincere  part  in  mine.  I am  not  wori'e,  nor  I am  not 
better,  than  when  I wTote  to  you  laft.  I know  that  1 never  can 
nor  fliall  be  better,  and  I will  readily  compound  for  ncs'er  being 
worfe.  Prefident  Montefquieu,  who  had  been  almoft  blind  for 
many  years,  ufed  to  fay,  je  fats  itre  aveugle,  (I  know  how  to  be  blind;) 
and  I am  fure  1 have  been  long  enough  ill,  to  know  how  to  be  lb. 
But  he  was  not  deaf,  and  if  1 were  not  fo,  I lliould  be  much  lefs' 
afledted  by  my  other  complaints.  1 cannot  ufc  myfelf  to  deafnefs, 

though 
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though  I have  now  had  it  fourteen  years  ; it  gives  one  a ftupid  look 
at  firft,  and  foon  afterwards  makes  one  really  fo. 

This  has  been  a very  bad  feafon  for  the  Jefuits,  and  I do  not 
very  well  fee  why,  unlefs  it  be  that  there  is  a time  for  all  things, 
and  that  theirs  is  come  ; for  their  religious  and  moral,  or  if  you  will 
immoral  dodlrines,  have  been  the  fame  thefc  t^vo  hundred  years. 
They  have  often  indeed  been  attacked  during  that  time,  and  by  great 
men,  but  have  always  recovered  it,  whereas  now  they  die.  I will 
venture  to  prophecy  they  will  never  recover,  this  being  by  no  means 
an  ecclefiaftical  age.  I even  queftion  whether  the  popes  will  hold 
it  out  much  longer. 

I will  fend  fomc  excellent  melon-feed  to  Mrs.  RuRll,  who  I take 
it  for  granted  can  find  fome  means  of  forwarding  it  to  you.  It  is 
three  years  old,  which  we  gardeners  reckon  the  beft  age.  Adieu, 
my  dear  lord.  I am,  moft  faithfully , 

Yours, 

Chesterfielo. 

In  about  three  weeks,  I propofe  going  to  Bath,  for  my  rheumatic 
pains. 


LETTER  LI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

LonJon,  January  6,  176J. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

J CONFESS  myfclf  a moft  lazy  and  aukward  correfpondent,  but 
it  is  not  lb  much  my  fault  as  it  is  my  misfortune,  for  writing  now 
is  not  the  eafy  talk  to  me  that  it  w'as  formerly,  and  lx)th  my  head 
and  my  hand  undertake  it  unwillingly.  However,  in  fpite  of  them 
both,  I could  not  let  this  fealbn  pafs  by,  without  wilhing  you  and 
yours  a great  many  happy  new  years;  not  in  compliance  with 

3 cuftom, 
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aiftom,  but  to  fatisfy  my  fentiments  of  friei\dlhip  and  affaSlion  for 
you. 

I am  returned  from  the  Bath  with  much  better  health  than  I 
carried  there.  I have  now  a tolerable  negative  degree  of  health, 
which  at  my  age,  and  with  my  Ihattered  conllitution,  is  all  that 
1 can  reafonably  alk  of  heaven,  for  the  Ihort  remainder  of  my 
I'pan. 

I am  glad  to  hear  that  I fhall  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing  you 
and  your  fon  this  furamer  : I hope  you  will  not  embark  before  the 

ftormy  feafon  is*  over,  which  is  not  till  April  or  May.  • 

I am,  with  the  trueft  friendlliip  and  efteem. 

My  dear  lord, 

Your  moft  futhful  humble  fervant,, 

« 

Chesterfield.- 


LETTER  LII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Bath,  Dee.  5,  i;6j. 

MYDEARLORD, 

T THANK  you  for  your  kind  and  informing  letter,  which  I re- 
ceived  by  the  laft  poll.  I cannot  give  you  fuch  an  account  of 
myfelf  as  I know  you  wifli.  1 was  dangeroufly  ill  of  a bilious  fe- 
ver ten  days  before  1 left  London,  and  remained  extremely  M'eak 
and  low  from  it.  The  faculty  hallened  me  to  this  place,  which  was, 
as  they  faid,  to  carry  off  the  dregs  of  the  fever,  reftore  my  ftrength 
and  fpirits,  and  what  not.  The  waters,  however,  which  1 have  now 
drunk  a full  fortnight,  have  done  no  fuch  thing ; inftead  of  that,  I 
grow  weaker  every  day,  and  my  fpirits  lower. 

You 
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You  have  a£led  in  afiFair  of  the  charities  as  becomes  your  ec- 
clefiaftical  charadter,  and  your  private  charadler  of  integrity  and  cha- 
rity as  a man,  in  endeavouring  to  dete€l,  if  you  cannot  punifh,  thofe 
facrilegious  frauds,  in  diverting  to  infamous  jK>litical  jobs,-  the  fums 
of  money  bequeathed  and  appropriated  for  the  relief  of  the  poor. 
That  I call  facrilegc  in  the  higheft  degree,  if  giving  to  the  poor  be, 
as  undoubtedly  it  is,  lending  to  God.  This  is  a much  more  criminal 
lacrilege  than  ftealing  an  old  pulpit  doth  out  of  a parillr  church, 
'that  can  do  as  well  without  it,  and  which,  though  canonically  called 
facrilegc,  is,  in  my  mind,  but  humble  robbery.  Go  on  then,  my 
good  lord,  and  detect  not  only  the  thieves,  but  thofe  who  connive 
at  them.  Thou  faweft  a thief,  and  confentedft  unto  him,  was  formerly 
the  defeription  of  a very  bad  charader,  and  fhould  be  fo  ftill,  unlcfs 
your  dodors  of  divinity  will  fay,  lite  Moliere’s  dodor  of  phyfic,  nous 
avons  change  tout  cela,  (we  have  altered  all  that.)  Good  night,  my 
dear  lord,  , 


Yours  moll  faithfully, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LIU. 
TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Mar.  17,  1/64. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

"KT  OUR  laft  letter,  which  I received  this  week,  made  me  tavo 
letters  in  your  debt;  but  you  are  fo  ufed  to  my  bad  payment, 
tliat  I am  fure  you  will  excufe  it,  efpecially  when  you  confider  that 
people  of  quality  feldom  pay  at  all,*  whereas  I fometimes  pay  fome- 
thing  in  j>art,  and  ui»n  account. 

I alTure  you  it  is  no  compliment,  but  a literal  truth,  when  1 tell 
you  that  I have  the  viarmeji  fenfe  of  your  kindnefs,  in  providing  my 

old 
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old  and  chilled  carcafe,  with  fuch  a quantity  of  flannel.  1 have  cut 
my  waiftcoats  according  to  my  cloth,  and-  they -come  half  way  down 
my  thighs. 

I am  told  you  are  all  together  by  the  ears  in  Ireland.  Wc  are  fo 
here  too;  and  it  will  always  be  fo,  while  avarice  and  ambition  triumph 
over  reafon  and  virtue.  Adieu,  my  dear  lord.  I am 

Mod  faithfully  yours 

CllESTERFIELl). 


L E T T,E  R LIV. 

TOTHESAME. 

BlackhcaU),  Oi^.  i, 

T Have  been  a long  time  in  your  debt,  but  I hope  that  my  age  and 
-*■  infirmities  give  me  fome  privileges  to  compenfate  a little  for  the" 
lofs  of  youth  and  health.  I am  paft  the  age  at  which  a Roman  fol- 
dier  was  rude  donatus,  which  Ibme  have  tranflated,  given  to  be  rude.  • 
1 adopt  that  verfion.  Since  your  friendihip  for  me  makes  you  fol- 
licitous  to  have  accounts  of  my  health,  I will  tell  you  that  1 am  nei- 
ther better  nor  worfc  than  when  you  heard  from  me  laft.  I am  never 
free  from  phyfical  ills  of  one  kind  or  another,  but  ufe  and  patience 
make  them  fupportable ; and  1 own  this  obligation  to  them,  that 
they  have  cured  me  of  worfe  ills  than  themfelves,  1 mean  moral  iUs, 
for  they  have  given  me  leifure  to  examine,  and  refleiflion  to  fubduc,  ’ 
all  my  paflions.  I think  only  of  doing  my  duty  to  my  Creator,  and  to' 
my  fellow-created  beings,  and  »»»«/>/«  (this  is  my  only  objetft). 

Are  you  a grandfather  in  embryo  yet  ? That  ought  by  this  time  to 
be  manifeft.  When  you  fliall  be  really  fo,  may  your  grand-children 
give  you  as  much  fatisfa<£lion  as  your  own  children  have  done  1 

Good  night,  my  dear  lord  ; I am  moll  affcdlionately  yours, 

Chesterfield. 

P.  S.  Lady  Chcllerfield  defires  me  to  add  her  compliments  to  all. 

VoL.  II.  Xxx  LET- 
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LETTER  LV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Blacklicath,  Sept,  aj,  1765. 

MT  DEAR  LORD, 

OUR  letter  gave  me  the  pleafure  ofLnowing  your  falfe  arrival 
in  Ireland ; but  if  you  were  as  lick  as  ufual  at  fea,  notwithftand- 
ing  my  brandy  and  lemon,  and  your  own  laffiron  bag,  you  link  it 
upon  me,  which  is  not  quite  fair  to  your  do<itor,  who  Ihould  always 
be  informed  of  the  fuccefs  of  his  preferiptions. 

As  you  are  always  as  follkitous  about  my  health  as  1 am,  and  more 
fo  about  my  life,  1 will  tell  you  that  I am  juft  as  you  left  me,  neither 
well  nor  ill,  and  hobbling  on  to  my  journey’s  end,  which  I think  I am 
not  afraid  of,  but  will  not  anfwer  for  myfelf,  when  the  object  draws 
very  near,  and  is  very  fure.  That  moment  is  at  le^  a very  relpe£ta- 
ble  one,  let  people  who  boaft  of  not  fearing  it  fay  what  they  pleafe, 
and  by  the  way  thofe  people  have  commonly  the  moft  reafon  to  fear  it. 

Your  lord  lieutenant®  will  be  with  you  very  foon,  to  meet  your 
parliament.  Thofe  lirft  meetings  are  generally  kind  ones,  and  often 
much  kinder  than  the  partings.  I really  think  he  will  be  Uked,  for 
he  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  honefteft  and  moft  religious  man  in  the 
world,  and  moreover,  very  much  a gentleman  in  his  behaviour  to 
every  bo«ly.  But  what  orders  he  may  bring  with  him  from  hence, 
or  what  temper  he  may  find  you  in,  that  may  create  differences,  I 
cannot  fay,  becaufe  1 am  fure  I do  not  know ; but  this  I know, 
that  thofe  amongft  you  who  are  wife,  will  avoid  quarrelling  with 
England.  I fay  this  only  for  the  fake  of  Ireland,  to  which  I moft 
fincerely  wifh  well,  and  believe  that  I am  generally  thought  to  do  fo. 
Do  not  think  of  mimicking  our  parliamentary  tricks  in  England,  for 
they  will  not  do  in  Ireland. 


* Lord  llcrtfon). 


I propolc 
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I propofe  going  to  Bath  in  about  three  weeks,  for  half  repairs  at 
tnoR,  whole  ones  I do  not  pretend  to:  my  wretched  veflel  is  too  much 
Ihattered  to  be  ever  fit  for  failing  again.  May  yours  fail  eafily  and 
fafely  many  years ! 

1 am,  my  dear  lord, 

Yours  moft  affedtionately  and  faithfully, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LVI. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Eioadoa,  Jm.  16,  1766, 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

' I’'  HOUGH  I too  long  delayed  lending  you  my  wilhes  of  this 
'*■  feafon,  I am  fure  you  did  me  the  juftice  to  believe  that  I formed 
them  as  heartily  and  fincerely  for  you,  as  you  could  do  for  me ; and 
more  I think  cannot  be  faid  on  either  fide.  We  have  known  one 
another  too  long  to  have  any  doubts  upon  that  fubjeft. 

The  bufinefs  of  pamphleteering,  I find,  is  not  monopolized  on 
this  fide  of  the  channel ; for  I have  lately  read  two  or  three  angry 
papers,  and  one  of  them  fquirted  out  by  my  friend  Dr.  Lucas. 

- Surely  your  government  will  be  wife  enough  not  to  take  any  notice 
of  them.  Punifliment  will  make  feflaries  and  political  writers  con- 
fiderable,  when  their  own  works  would  not ; and  if  my  friend  Lucas 
had  not  been  perfecuted  under  lord  Harrington’s  government,  I be- 
lieve he  would  have  been,  long  before  this,  only  a good  apothecary, 
inllead  of  a fcurvy  politician.  I remember,  at  the  latter  enil  of  queen 
Anne’s  reign,  there  was  a great  number  of  fanatics,  who  faid  they  had, 
and  very  poflibly  really  thought  they  had,  the  gift  of  prophecy.  They 
ufcd  to  allemble  in  Moor-fields  to  exert  that  gift,  and  were  attended  by 
a vaft  number  of  idle  and  curious  fpedtators.  The  then  rainiftry,  who 

X X X 2 loved 
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loved  A little  perfcoition  well  enough,  was  however  wife  enough  not 
to  dillurb  thefe  madmen,  and  only  ordered  onePowcl,  wiio  was  tlw 
naallcr  of  a famous  puppet-fltow,  to  make  Punch  turn  prophet,  which 
he  did  fo  well,  that  it  foon  put  an  end  to  the  prophets  and  their 
prophecies. 

I have  been  unwell  of  late,  and  have  been'  let  blood  twice  this 
week,  which  has  done  me  lb  muqh  good,  that  I am  now  better  than 
I was  before  my  diforder ; but,  well  or  unwell,  1 am  always. 

My  dear  lord, 

Yours, 

Chesterfield* 


LETTER  LVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

; . i I . 

. LonJon,  May  ,7,  r76Si 

' mV  dear  lord,  . . ‘ 

■■■  • • . . ■ A ' I.  . 

1 Received  your  kind  letter  yellerday,  and  forwarded,  the  inclolbd 
according  to  your  directions.  It  is  true  I was  long  in  your  debt  l 
but  it  is  as  true  too,  that  I am  no  longer,  as  1 once  was,  the  pen  of  a. 
ready  writer ; both  my  head  and  my  hand  leem  to  decline  writing ;. 
in  fliort,  No/i  fum  qualU  eram  (I  am  no  more  the  man  I formerly 
was).  My  ftate  of  health,  which  you  are  always  kindly  inquilitive 
about,  is  juft  as  you  left  it.  1 am  too  old  to  expeCt  it  to  mend,  and. 
thank  God  it  dedincs  but  gently,  and  1 rather  glide  than  tumble  down 
Ml. 

I heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the  good  effeCls  of  your  bill,, 
and  it  is  almoft  pity  that  you  have  no  fins  for  this  aCt  of  charity 
to  cover.  Adieu,  my  dear  lord. 

I am  moft  faithfidly  yours. 

Chesterfield. 

P.  S.  My  compliments  to  your  Ion. 

5 LET- 
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LETTER  LVm. 

/ ^ 

TO  THE  SAME. 


BUcUinth,  OA.  10,  1766. 

MYDEARLORD, 

T Am  confcious  that  I have  been  long  in  your  debt ; and,  were  my 
letters  of  any  value,  I would  make  you  my  cxcul'es  for  non-pay- 
ment. The  mind  unfortunately  keeps  p>ace  in  decay  with  the  body, 
and  age  and  infirmities  weaken  them  equally.  1 feel  it  moft  fenfibly ; 
my  lx)dy  totters,  and  my  luiderftanding  ftutters ; but,  I thank  God, 
I am  wife  enough  ftill,  not  to  put  either  of  them  upon  attempting, 
what  neither  of  them  could  probably  perform.  1 have  run  the  filly 
rounds  both  of  pleafure  and  bufinefs,  and  have  done  with  them  all. 
I think  tliere  is  fomc  merit  in  knowing  when  to  have  done.  1 have 
lived  here  at  my  hermitage  in  peaceful  retirement  all  this  fummer,. 
without  any  grievous  phyfical  ills,  but  at  the  fame  time  never  quite 
free  from  Ibme  of  the  lefler  ones.  Upon  the  whole,  I have  no  realbn 
to  murmiu  at  my  lot,  it  is  better  than  1 have  deferved  ; and,  as  I 
have  generally  oblerved  that  there  is  a compenfation  of  good  and  ill 
even  in  this  world,  1 ought  not  to  complain,  confidering  the  former 
part  of  my  life,  that  the  latter  part  of  it  is  as  wretched  as  it  now  is, 
I mean  relative  to  my  deafnefs. 

You  have  a new  lord  lieutenant*.  I have  feen  him  once,  and  he 
feeras  refolved  to  do-  well.  One  thing  1 verily  believe,  that  he  wiR 
have  no  dirty  work  tlone,  nor  the  leaft  corruption  fuffered. 

1 give  you  a thoufand  thanks  for  executing  the  commiflions,. 
which  1 was  impertinent  enough  to  trouble  you  with  ; but  I do  not 
know  fo  good  a mafter  of  the  robes  as  you  are.  You  kecji  me  in 
flannel,  and  you  procure  me  linen,  w'hich  are  all  the  cloathings  li 
want^ 

• Lord  TownflicRd# 


How 
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How  goes  it  with  your  fon,  and  alfo  with  your  httle  grandfon  ? for  I 
fliall  always  take  a lincere  part  in  whatever  relates  to  you,  being,  with 
great  truth  and  affeftioB, 

Your  moft  faithful  Immble  fervant, 


ChESTERFI  ELD. 


LETTER  LIX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 

Leiulon,  March  la,  1767. 

MT  DEAR  LORD, 

Y O U cloathed  me  when  I was  naked,  but  I believe  you  have  often 
done  that  to  many  others  ; fo  I will  not  trouble  you  with 
many  thanks  ujxin  that  fubjedf.  Your  linen  was  very  good  and 
cheap,  and  flannel  very  comfortable  to  my  old  carcafe,  during  the 
laft  very  fevere  winter,  and  I fliall  not  leave  it  off  even  in  fummer; 
but,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  Ireland,  I believe  I fhaU  be  buried  in 
Irilh  woollen. 

My  kinlman,  Mr.  Stanhope  of  Mansfield,  has  married  a niece  of 
Mr.  Barnes  of  Derby,  whom  you  know.  His  fon,  whom  1 have  taken 
and  adopted,  turns  out  prodigioufly  well,  both  as  to  parts  and  learning, 
md  gives  me  great  amufement  and  pleafure,  in  fuperintending  his 
plication,  and  in  fomc  things  inftrudhng  him  myfelf,  in  which  I 

flatter  myfelf  that  I do  fome  good,  confidering  his  future  rank  and 
fortune. 

Your  new  lord  lieutenant  feems  extremely  well  difpofed  to  Ireland, 
^d  I really  believe  will  do  it  all  the  good  that  his  fitu.ition,  and 
lome  deep-rooted  national  prejudices,  tvill  allow  of. 

Has  your  fon  taken  either  orders  or  a wife  yet  ? Both  thefe  blef- 
flnp  are  indelible.  For  my  own  part,  I am  as  well  as  I could  expe<ft 
to  at  feventy  three  part.  I have  no  immediate  complaint  of  either 
^ pain 
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pdn  or  ficknefs,  and  nibil  amplius  opto  (I  wilh  nothing  more);  but  our 
poor  friend  White  is  in  a mott  declining  way,  and  I fear  will  not  lall 
much  longer.  He  has  now  lived  with  me  above  fifty  years’,  and  ferved 
me  very  faithfully.  I fliall  feel  he  lofs  of  him  very  fenfibly.  I have 
furv'ived  almoft  all  ootemporaries,  and  as  I am  too  old  to  make  new 
acquaintances,  I find  myfelf  ifole ; but  I find  too,  upon  felf-examina- 
tion,  for  which  L have  abundant  time,  that  I am  moll  afie^lionately 
and  lincerely 

Yours, 

Chesterfielx*. 


LETTER  LX. 


TO  THE.  SAME. 


Blackhcatli,  OA.  16,  1767. 

MT  DEAR  LORD, 

Y right  hand  being  now  tolerably  able,  and  my  heart  being, 
I am  fure,  extremely  willing,  I cannot  employ  the  former  fo 
well,  as  in  conveying  my  hearty  and  fincere  thanks  to  you,  for  the 
uncommon  and  extraordinary  proofs  of  your  friendfliip  and  affeilion 
in  my  lall  illnefs.  Nothing  but  the  warmeft  fcntiments  of  friend- 
fhip  could  have  carried  you  through  the  defarts  of  Ireland  and  Scot- 
land, not  to  mention  crolfing  the  fea,  to  fee  an  old  acquaintance, 
who,  it  was  ten  to  one,  you  did  not  find  alive  at  your  journey's  end. 
This  overpays  any  debt  of  gratitude  you  might  think  you  owed  me, 
and  I confefs  myfelf  your  debtor.  My  general  Hate  of  health  is  at 
prefent  tolerable,  that. is,  negatively  well,  but  I continue  very  near  as 
weak  as  when  you  faw  me.  My  legs  neither  recover  ftrength  nor 
flelh,  as  I expedled,  and  as  I was  promifed  by  the  Ikilful,  and  my 
two  valets  de  ebatnbre  are  as  neeeffary  to  me  as  they  were  a month 
ago. 


5^8  LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S 

1 lhall  remove  to  London  this  week  for  the  winter,  as  the  weather 
is  now  exccflively  cold  and  damp.  Perhaps  I may  take  my  ufual 
journey  to  ifath,  if  the  faculty  pronounce  me  free  from  all  fufpicions 
of  a lurking  fever.  1 do  all  I can  to  make  the  fliort  remains  of  life 
as  comfortable  as  I can  ; but  if  that  will  not  do,  I fliall  with  the 
greatdf  refignation  confider  the  phyfical  ills  of  my  old  age,  as  a very 
llight  and  reafonable  tax  upon  the  errors  and  follies  of  my  youth. 
1 am,  with  the  utmoft  truth  and  eftcem. 

My  dear  lord, 

Yoiu"  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


P.  S.  I thank  you  before-hand  for  the  books  you  left  for  me  at 
my  houfe  in  town,  for  I have  not  yet  feen  one  of  them.  I for- 
bad their  being  unpacked,  till  I came  to  town  myfelf.  I cannot 
read  above  a quarter  of  an  hour  at  a time,  for  my  eyes  have 
fuffered  by  my  illnefs  as  much  as  my  legs. 


LETTER  LXI.  , 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Bath,  Dec.  a5,  1767. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Received  yefterday  your  very  kind  letter,  which  reiterates  your  fol- 
licitude  for  the  ftate  of  my  health.  It  is,  in  general,  neither 
bad  nor  good  ; I have  no  adlual  illnefs  nor  pain  to  complain  of,  but 
1 am  as  lame  of  my  legs  as  when  you  faw  me,  and  muft  expert  to 
be  fo  for  the  reft  of  my  life.  Every  year,  at  a certain  period  of  life, 
takes  away  fomething  from  us  ; this  laft  has  taken  away  my  legs, 

and 
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and  therefore  I muft  now  content  myfelf  with  thofe  of  my  horfes  ; 
otherwife  I am  tolerably  well  for  me. 

I moft  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the  fuccefs  of  your  (bn  in 
his  firll  pulpit.  It  is  a pledge  of  ftill  more,  when  his  concern  and 
trepidation,  infeparable  from  his  firft  attempt,  lhall  be  got  over. 

I hope  you  go  on  fucefsfully  in  your  charity  afiair,  in  which  I am 
fure  neither  your  zeal  nor  your  diligence  will  be  wanting.  It  be- 
comes your  profeflion,  and  your  life  becomes  it.  To  you  it  is  ah 
ornament,  to  many  it  is  a cloak  to  cover  a multitude  of  fins. 

May  1 beg  of  you  to  make  my  compliments  to  my  old  and  con- 
llant  friend  George  Faulkner,  and  teU  him  that  I will  anfwer  his  let- 
ter very  foon,  but  that  one  letter  a day  is  as  much  as  either  my  head 
or  my  hand  will  admit  of  f When  I go  to  town,  which  will  be  in 
about  three  weeks,  I fltall  open  all  his  packets,  which  lie  there  ready 
for  me. 

My  compliments  to  your  fon.  1 make  you  none,  for  we  have 
known  one  another  too  long  and  too  well  for  that. 

I am,  with  the  greateft  truth  imaginable. 

My  dear  lord, 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Chesteufield. 


LETTER  LXII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  March  2, 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

A/f’  ANY  thanks  to  you  for  your  friendly  anxiety  concerning  my 
health,  or,  as  the  more  falliionable  phrafe  is,  for  your  kind  in- 
quiries. As  I told  you  in  my  former  letter,  I have,  1 thank  Gotl,  neither 
VoL.  II.  Yyy  pain 
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pain  nor  ilcknefs,  and  I think  it  would  be  both  impudent  and  abfurcl 
in  me  to  wifli  for  better  at  my  age,  and  with  my  conftitution.  It  is 
true  that  I am  very  weak  in  my  limbs,,  but  1 can  walk  for  a quarter 
of  an  hour  at  a rime  upon  even  g^round,  which  1 do  five  or  fix  times 
a day,  for  you  know  that  ufe  legs  and  have  legs  ; but  I cannot  go  up 
flairs  without  great  difficulty,  and  I fhould  tumble  down  flairs  with 
great  facility,  if  1 were  not  fupported  by  the  rails  on  one  fide,  and.  a, 
valet  de  ebambre  on  the  other. 

1 do  not  comprehend  your  tcanfaiflions  in  Ireland,  but  in  general 
tliey  appear  to  me  to  be  tout  comme  cbez  nous  (juft  as  with  us). 
Courtiers  want  to  keep  their  places  or  to  have  better,  and  patriots 
want  thofe  very  places.  By  the  way,  I am  apt  to  think  that  the  patriot 
members  of  your  houfe  of  commons  are  confotrndedly  bit,  by  palling 
the  o<Slcnnial  bill,  which  I believe  was  never  their  intention.  This 
is  certain,  that  it  will  ruin  a great  number  of  your  country  gentlemen, 
who  are  as  clc(ftion-mad  as  we  are  here.  I reckon  that  this  next 
fummer  will  be  the  maddeft  and  moft  drunken  fummer,  that  ever 
was  known  in  the  three  kingdoms  ; and  if  the  weather  fhould  prove 
very  hot  into  the  bargain,  the  Lord  have  mercy  upon  us  !' 

My  little  boy  * received  your  Ton’s  letter  in  due  time,  and  will  an- 
fwer  it  loon  ; which  he  tells  me  he  fhould  have  done  much  fooner, 
but  that  he  has  had  a great  deal  of  bufinefs  of  late  upon  his  hands  : 
doubtlefs  very  important.  Pray  moke  nxy  compliments  to  him,  and 
tOihis  fon  if  bom. 

Adieu,  my  dear  lord  : may  you  be  for  thefe  many  years  as  happy 
as  youdeferve  to  be  !, 

Yours  moft  lincerely, 

Chesterfield. 


^ THt  pielrat  earl  of  ChefterCdd. 


LET*. 
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LETTER  LXIIL 

TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 


Lonloa,  March  19,  i ;6E. 


T Am  ordered  by  my  little  boy  to  fend  you  the  inclofed  for  your 
fon,  which  I hope  you  will  do  with  my  compliments  : I thank 
you  for  your  letter,  and  alfo  for  your  red  flannel,  which  I have  re- 
ceivetl,  and  in  which  I am  at  this  time  very  comfortably  wrapped  up. 

It  is  not  worth  either  your  while  or  mine  to  tell  you  of  the  riots 
and  tumults,  which  the  general  elediion  produces  in  tliis  ifland,  as 
you  will  foon  fee  a duplicate  of  them  in  Ireland.  In  this  country  it 
is  Wilkes  and  liberty,  for  ever,  huzza  ! in  that  of  Dublin,  I fuppofe,  it 
will  be  Lucas  and  liberty  for  ever.  For  my  own  part,  I fay,  Beatus 
tile  qui  procul  negvtiu  i (Happy  the  man  who  lives  remote  from 
^lublic  bufinefs !) 


1 am,  my  dear  lord, 

Mofliaiidifully  yours. 


Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Blackbttili,  Juneij,  176s. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Cannot  fend  you  a fatisfadtory  anfwer  to  the  inquiries  your  friend- 
-*■  fliip  prompts  you  to  make  concerning  my  health ; for  I am  not 
ill,  and  am  very  far  from  being  well.  I fuller  no  pain  nor  flekuefs, 

Y y y 2 but 
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repeat  that  exerdfe  three  or  four  times  in  a day  ; which  I could  by  no 
means  have  done  when  you  law  me  in  my  go-cart  at  Blackheath.  I 
have  now  been  here  a fortnight,  and  am  fomething  the  better  for 
the  water,  cfpecially  as  to  bathing,  which  fupples  my  old,  ftiff,  and 
alniolt  ollilied  limbs. 

Here  is  a young  man  of  your  country,  a lord  Mountmorris,  whom 
1 take  to  be  a very  hopeful  one.  I am  told  that  he  has  diftinguillied 
himfclf  already  in  your  houfe  of  lords,  as  a fpeaker,  and  you  are 
extremely  well  with  him.  He  is  very  w'arm  from  the  hone%  of  his 
heart,  as  a young  and  honeft  heart  always  is. 

I find  by  all  accounts  that  your  lord  lieutenant  is  very  popular, 
and  will  not  auich  himfelf  by  the  lieutenancy.  I even  queftion 
whether  he  will  get  fo  ranch  by  it  as  J did,  for  1 can  aflure  you  I 
got  five  hundred  pounds  clear  upwn  the  whole. 

Good  night,  my  dear  lord,  I believe  I need  not  tell  you  that  no 
man  living  can  be  more  linoerely  your  faithful  friend  and  fervanc 
than 

. Chesterfield. 

P.  S.  Lady  Chefterfield  fends  you  many  compliments,  or  ratlicr 
truths. 


LETTER  LXVI. 

TO  THE-  SAME. 

‘ * Blackheath,  July  9,  1769* 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

' I ' H E only  rcafon  that  I had  for  not  writing  to  you  fooner,  was 
that  I could  not,  which  I dare  liiy  you  w ill  aUow  to  be  a fufii- 
cient  one.  I have,  for  thcfe  laft  three  months,  had  an  inflammarioa 
iq  my  eyes,  which  hindered  me  from  either  writing  or  reading and 
this  letter  is  almoll  the  firft,  as  well  as  the  moll  plcafing,  fcrvice  they 
have  done  me.  You  will  eafily  judge  how  irkfbme  it  mull  have- 

4 beeui 
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I>een  to  a man,  who  has  loft  hU  ears  thele  laft  twenty  years,  to  lofe 
liis  eyes,  though  but  for  three  months.  It  is  loling  my  livelihood, 
for  I live  only  uix>n  reading,  incapable  of  any  other  amufement. 
Nature  has  laid  very  heavy  taxes  upon  old  age;  and  I muft  pay  my 
ftiare  of  them,  be  it  what  it  wilL 

I congratulate  you  heartily  upon  your  fuccefs  in  detecting  and  pu- 
nilhing  the  worft  fort  of  tlueves,  thofe  facrilegious  robbers  of  the- 
poor. 

As  for  the  papifts  of  Ireland,  you  know  1 never  feared  them,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  ufed  them  like  good  fubje^s,  and  to  a certain  degree 
made  them  fuch,  for  not  one  man  of  them  ftirred  during  the  whole 
rebellion.  Good  ufage,  and  a ftridt  adherence  to  the  gavel  a£l,  are 
the  only  honeft  and  efiedtual  means  that  can  be  employed  with  regard 
to  the  papifts. 

You  do  not  tell  me  one  word  of  your  family,  in  which  you  are 
very  furc  that  I intereft  myfelf  very  fincerely.  Have  you  another 
grandfon  or  granddaughter,  and  are  thofe  you  have  already  all  well? 

I look  upon  you  now  as  a patriarch.  I am  fure  you  have  all  the 
virtues  of  any  that  I ever  read  of.  I am,  with  the  greateft  truth  and 
aftetflion. 

My  dear  lord. 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Chesterfixlb. 


LETTER  LXVII  (a). 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Bull,  Not.  ai,  176^. 

MYDEARLORD, 

A Thoufand  thanks  for  your  kind  letter ; you  inquire  after  my 
* ^ health,  in  which  I well  know  that  you  svarmly  intereft  your- 
fdf ; but  I can  hardly  return  you  a precife  anfwer ; I am  turned  of 

originiU  of  this  letter  was  not  fent;  perhaptlord  ChcfterfielxTs  diforder  on  hit  tyti 
obliged  •^hioi  to  make  ui'e  of  another  perToA*s  hud, 

feventy 
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ftventy  fix,  a fiifficient  diftemper  itfelf,  and  moreover  attended  with 
all  the  ufual  complaints  of  old  age ; the  mod  irkfome  of  them  all 
lo  me,  is  that  my  eyes  begin  to  fail  me,  fo  that  1 cannot  write  nor 
read  as  I ufed  to  do,  which  were  my  only  comforts,  but  melius  Jit 
patientid  quid  quid  corrigere  eji  nt  fas,  (what  caiinot  be  mended  grows 
lighter  by  patience). 

The  archbifiiop  of  Cafhel  (a),  who  is  nowhere,  tells  me  that, 
by  your  indefatigable  endeavours,  you  have  recovered  near  twenty 
thoufand  pounds  for  the  feveral  defrauded  charities.  He  always  fpeaks.. 
of  you  with  great  efteem  and  regard.  Go  on  to  detect  fuch  abomi-- 
nable  facrileges,  infinitely  worfe  than  the  dealing  of  a pulpit  cloth, 
out  of  a church.  Excommunication  would  be  more  proper  for  fuch 
robbers  of  the  poor,  than  for  the  ufual  and  flight  caufes  for  which : 
it  is  commonly  denounced.  As  for  your  political  affairs  in  Ireland,.. 
I am  not  in  the  lead  furprized  when  I hear  of  the  many  and  fudden 
variations  of  patriots  to  cadlemen,  and  of  cadlemen  to  patriots ; c'ejt 
tout  comme  id  (it  is  there  as  it  is  here)  ; and  money,  which  is  the 
neceffary  medium  of  foreign  commerce,  is  not  a lefs  powerful  medium 
in  domedic  tranfadlions. 

You  have  nothing  of  a pope  about  you,  not  even  the  nepotifm,  or 
by  this  time  you  might  have  done  better  for  your  fon,  to  whom  I 
dcfire  my  compliments.  I hope  you  will  live  long  enough  to  provide 
for  him  abundantly,  notsvithdanding  all  your  moderation. 

Lady'  Chederfield,  who  charges  me  with  her  compliments  to  you, 
has  been  very  much  out  of  order  here,  of  a diforder  in  her  domach 
and  bowels,  but  is  now  fo  much  better,  that  we  lhall  fet  out  for 
London  in  a couple  of  days. 

My  old  friend  George  Faulkner  fent  me  the  other  day  a pamphlet  • 
relative  to  the  prefent  date  of  Ireland,  as  to  trade,  commerce,  abfen- 
tees,  8cc.  which,  if  it  dates  matters  fairly,  as  1 have  but  too  much 

(a)  Df.  Whltcombc,  firft  transferred  from  the  biOioprick  of  Cloofcrt  to  the  archicpifcopal  fen 
of  Cafhel.  Fiotn  » Icttcrof  lord  Chcftcrficld  to  him,  which  wc  fhali  infen  among  ihofe  of  thia., 
ioUeflioa,  his  charafler  ai  % ItbiQiop,  and  a ildialar,  wUU'uf&cicmly  apfpear. 
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renfon  to  believe  it  docs,  proves  that  Irclanci  muft  iri  i few  years  be 
undone.  Adieu,  my  dear  lord. 

I am,  withthe  warmeft  affcdlion. 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant,..  , ' 


Chester  FI  eld. 


LETTER  LXVIlI(fl). 


TO  THE  SAME. 

LoQilon,  Mardi  ii,  i770« 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

^ I ' H E correfpondents  I have  left,  though  few,  muft  forgive  my 
irregularity,  and  accept  my  intentions  inftead  of  my  letters, 
cfpecially  you,  who  I am  fure  will  never  doubt  of  the  truth  of  mine. 
I am  an  anomalous  noun,  and  fcarcely  a fubftantivc  one.  My  eyes 
are  not  what  they  were  a few  years  ago  ; and  my  underftanding,  if  1 
may  ufc  that  expreffion,  for  want  of  a better,  flutters  Jn  fhort, 
without  any  immediate  diftemper,  1 feclmoft  fenfibly  the  complaints 
of  old  age ; however,  I am  thankful  that  I feel  none  of  thofe  tortur- 
ing ills,  which  frequently  attend  the  laft  ftage  of  life,  and  I flatter 
myfelf  that  I fhall  go  off  quietly,  but  I am  fure  with  refignation. 
Uix)n  the  whole,  1 have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  my  lot,  though 
reafon  enough  to  regret  my  abufe  of  it. 

I am  forry  that  you  met  with  fo  many  rubs  in  your  commendable 
endeavours  to  do  juftice  to  the  poor.  , 

You  do  not  feem  to  be  very  quiet  in  Ireland,  but  I can  affure  you, 
you  are  fo  in  comparifon  of  what  we  are  now  in  England.  A fadfious 
fpirit  on  one  lide  has  feized  three  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  a moft 

(a)  NeUlicr  did  I receive  tlic  oririo  • of  rhi*  and  ihc  two  following  letters ; perhaps  as  our  carl 
found  itdilBcultto  write  arc^uri  vf  lus  eyes,  Uc  was  oUiged  to  have,  now  and  uien,  rccourfe 
to  the  of  a fecrct^rv. 

notorious 
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notorious  incapatity  diftinguiflies  the  adminiftration  : what  this  col- 
lillon  may  prcxluce,  God  only  knows,  but  I confefs  I fear.  Good 
night,  my  dear  lord,  I need  not  tell  you,  and  I am  fine  I cannot  tell, 
you,  how  fincerely  and  affecSionately  1 ajn 

Yours, 


Chesterfield. 

r.  S.  Lady  Cheftcrfield  charges  me  with  her  compliments. 

There  feems  to  he  an  infeiflious  dillemiJer  in  the  houfe  of 
Stanhope  ; your  acquaintance  /Vithur  died  about  ten  days  ago, 
as  did  his  next  brother  fir  Thomas  three  days  after,  I fuppofc 
I am  too  old  and  too  tough  to  take  the  infedUon. 


LETTER  LXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  June  14,  177&. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Have  long  told  you,  and  you  have  as  long  found,  that  I was 
an  anomalous  noun,  I can  hardly  fay  a fubftantivc,  for  I grow 
weaker  and  weaker  every  day,  particularly  in  my  legs  and  my  thighs, 
fo  that  I can  walk  very  little  at  a time,  and  am  obliged  to  take  my 
fliare  of  exercife  by  feveral  fnatches  in  the  day:  but  this  is  by  no 
means  the  worft  part  of  my  prefent  cafe,  for  the  humour  that  has 
fallen  into  my  eyes  about  a year  ago  rather  increafes  than  <lecreafes, 
and  to  a degree  that  makes  writing  and  reading  very  troublefome  to 
me,  as  they  were  the  only  comforts  that  a deaf  old  fellow  could 
have  : if  I Ihould  lofe  my  eyes  as  well  as  my  cars,  I Ihould  be  of  all 
men  the  moft  miferablc. 

You  know  that  you  have  long  been  in  poffeflionof  cloathing  me; 
and  I mull  now  apply  to  you  to  do  fo  again,  not  only  as  an  a<S  of 

V o L.  II.  Z z 2 friencUhip, 
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friendfhip,  but  of  charity,  for  1 have  not  a Ihirt  to  my  back.  I 
therefore  muft  beg  of  you  to  proaire  me  fomc  Irilh  linen  to  make 
me  four  dozen  of  Ihirts,  much  about  the  fame  finenefs  and  price  of 
the  laft  which  you  got  me.  1 know  you  too  well  to  make  any  excufes 
for  giving  you  this  trouble.  Adieu!  my  dear  lord;  you  know  my 
fentimcnts  with  regard  to  you,  too  well  for  me  to  mention  them. 
I am, 

Moft  fincerely  and  faithfully, 

Yours, 

Chesterfield. 

P.  S.  Lady  Chefterfield  chaiges  me  with  her  compliments. 


LETTER  LXX. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


MT  DEAR  LORD, 


London,  Aug.  15,  i7;o. 


^1"'  H E linen,  which  you  were  fo  kind  as  to  procure  me,  dropped 
out  of  the  clouds  into  my  houfe  in  town  laft  week,  and  is 
declared,  by  better  judges  than  I am,  very  goo<l,  and  very  cheap.  I 
Audi  not  thank  you  for  it,  but  on  the  contrary  expetft  your  thanks 
for  giving  you  an  opixirtunity  of  doing  what  always  gives  you  plea- 
fure,  closing  the  naked.  1 am  fure  that,  could  you  equally  relieve 
all  my  other  wants,  you  would ; but  there  is  no  relief  for  the  mife- 
ries  of  a crazy  old  age,  but  patience;  and  as  I have  many  of  Job’s  ills, 
I thank  God,  T have  fame  of  his  patience  too,  and  I confider  my  pre- 
fent  wretclied  old  age  as  a Juft  compenfation  for  the  follies,  not  to 
fay  fins,  of  my  youth. 

I fend  you  here  indofed  fome  melon-feed,  of  the  beft  and  largeft 
cauteloup  kind,  and  alfo  of  the  green  Perfian  fort,  as  much  as  1 can 
venture  at  one  time  with  the  poll ; but  as  none  can  be  fown  at  this 
time  of  the  year,  I will  from  time  to  time  fend  you  more,  fo  that 
you  fliall  have  of  tlifierent  kinds  before  the  fcafon.  Adieu,  my  dear 
lord;  my  eyes  will  have  it  fo. 
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LETTER  LXXI/^tf;. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Aug.  la,  1771. 


MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T Received  your  kind  letter  three  days  ago,  and  make  hafte  to 
acknowledge  it,  never  knowing  nor  gnening  what  may  hap- 
pen to  me  from  one  day  to  another.  I am  moft  prodigiouily  old, 
and  every  month  of  the  kalendar  adds  at  leaft  a year  to  my  age. 
My  hand  trembles  to  that  degree  that  I can  hardly  hold  my  pen, 
my  underftanding  ftuttcrs,  and  my  memory  fumbles.  I have  ex- 
hauftcd  all  the  phyfical  ills  of  Pandora’s  box,  without  finding  hoi>e 
at  the  bottom  of  it ; but  who  can  hope  at  feventy-feven  ? One  muft 
only  feek  for  little  comforts  at  that  age.  One  of  mine  is,  that  all  my 
complaints  are  rather  teazing  than  torturing;  and  my  lot,  compared 
with  that  of  many  other  people’s,  who  deferve  a better,  fecms  rather 
favourable.  Philolbphy,  and  confidence  in  the  mercy  of  my  Creator, 
mutually  aflift  me  in  bearing  my  fltarc  of  phyfical  ills,  without  mur- 
muring. 

I fend  you  here  inclofed  two  little  pajiers  of  melon-feed  of  tKe 
beft  kind  I ever  tafted ; and  I fhall  from  time  to  time  fend  you  more, 
as  you  cannot  fotv  any  till  February. 

I had  the  plealure  of  your  fon’s  company  at  dinner  fix  weeks  ago, 
where  he  met  lord  Britlol,  wlio  obferv'ed  cxadlly  his  diet,  in  eating 
Jio  animal  food,  and  drinking  no  wine,  and  is  in  better  health  and 
fpirits  than  I ever  knew  him.  I am  glad  that  he  goes  to  Nice, 
which  I have  known  do  a great  deal  of  gootl  to  many  i)eoplc  in 
his  cafe.  May  you  and  he  have  all  you  wifii  for! 

Adieu,  my  dear  lord;  I am,  to  you  and  yours. 


A moft  faithful  and  affc(fUonate  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 


The  original  of  thi«  is  writren  in  a very  trembling  haiu). 

Z z z a 
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LETTER  LXXII(a). 
TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Dm.  19,  1771. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T .^m  fure  you  will  believe  me  when  I tell  you  that  I am  fincerely 
furry  for  your  lofs,  which  I received  the  account  of  yefterday, 
and  upon  which  1 fltall  make  you  none  of  the  trite  compliments  of 
condolence.  Your  grief  is  juft  ; but  yom‘  religion,,  of  which  I am 
fure  you  have  enough,  (with  the  addition  of  fome  philofophy)  will 
make  you  keep  it  within  due  bounds,  and  leave  the  reft  to  time  and 
avocations.  When  your  fon  was  with  me  here.  Juft  before  he  em- 
barked for  France,  I plainly  faw  that  his  coiifumption  was  too  far 
gone  to  leave  the  Icaft  hopes  of  a cure,  and,  if  he  had  dragged  on 
this  wretched  life  fome  few  years  longer,  that  life  could  have  been 
but  trouble  and  furrow  to  you  both.  This  confideration  alone  ftiould 
mitigate  your  grief,  and  the  care  of  your  grandfon  will  be  a projTer 
avocation  from  it.  Adieu,  my  dear  lord:  may  this  ftroke  of  adverfity 
be  the  laft  you  may  ever  experience  from  the  hand  of  Providence ! 

Yours,  moft  affedlionately  and  fincerely, 

Chesterfield. 

(a)  Thii  whoJc  letter  is  in  tlic  hanrl  of  lord  Clicfterficld,  but  lb  iltercd,  that,  except  the  firft 
line,  the  ftrokes  have  been  covered  by  another  hand.  It  preceded  his  death  hut  a few  months, 
and  it  probaldy  the  Ufl  he  ever  wrote  to  his  dear  ; with  whom  )iig  corrcfpondence  thus 

clofes  with  an  olhi  c oftendernefs  and  aH^wlton,  that  of  comforting  an  afUiAcd  parent. 
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LETTER  LXXIII. 


To  Thomas  Prior,  Efq.  faj. 


SIR, 


London,  June  14,  1746. 


T Thank  you  for  the  favour  of  your  letter,  with  the  inclofed  fcheme 
for  carrying  on  the  war,  which,  if  others  approved  of  as  much 
as  I do,  and  the  prefent  lituation  of  the  war  permitted,  would  be  foon 
put  in  execution. 

As  you  are  one  of  the  few  in  Ireland,  who  always  think  of  the 
public,  without  any  mixture  of  private,  intereft,  I do  not  doubt  but 
that  you  have  already  thought  of  fome  ufeful  methods  of  employing 
the  king’s  bounty  to  the  Dublin  fociety.  The  late  additional  tax 
upon  glafs  here,  as  it  mull  confiderably  raifc  the  price  of  glafs  bottles 
im£X)rted  into  Ireland,  fcems  to  point  out  the  manufacturing  them 
there;  which  confideration,  with  a fmall  premium  added  to  it, 
would,  in  my  mind,  fet  up  fuch  a manufacture.  Fine  writing  and 
printing  paper,  we  have  often  talked  of  together ; and  the  fpecimen 
you  gave  me  before  1 left  Dublin,  proves  that  notliing  but  care  anti 
indultry  is  wanting  to  bring  that  manufacture  to  fuch  a iwrfeCtion  as 
to  prevent  the  exportation  of  it  from  Holland,  and  through  Holland 
from  France  ; nay  I am  convinced  that  you  might  fupply  England 
with  a great  deal  if  you  pleafed,  that  is,  if  you  would  make  it,  as  you 
could  do,  both  good  and  cheap.  Here  is  a man  who  has  found  out  a 
method  of  making  (larch  of  potatoes,  and,  by  the  help  of  an  engine 
of  his  own  invention,  to  make  a prodigious  quantity  of  it  in  a day. 
But  here  is  an  aCt  of  parliament  which  (IriClly  prohibits  the  making 
(larch  of  any  thing  but  flour.  Have  you  fuch  an  aCl  of  parliament 
in  Ireland?  If  you  have  not,  and  that  you  import  your  (larch  from 


(a)  ThU  gcntlenian,  wlio  lta<I  a good  cftaic  in  Irclam),  feems  to  have  heen  particularly  diOin- 
guiHicd  by  lord  CheOerhcld,  on  account  of  his  amiable  qualitiei  as  a man,  and  )iit  eoiinem  ones 
as  a good  citizen  and  a true  patriot.  Sec  VkUat  lias  b«cn  fald  of  that  gentleman  in  the  memoiiSi 
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England,  as  I take  it  for  granted  that  you  do,  for  you  import  every 
thing  that  you  can,  it  would  lie  well  u orth  this  man’s  while  to  go  to 
.Ireland,  and  advantageous  for  you  that  he  fliould ; his  ftarch  being 
^to  my  knowledge  and  experience  full  as  good,  and  abundantly  cheaper 
.than  any  other. 

Thefe  arc  the  forts  of  jobs  that  I wifli  people  in  Ireland  would 
.attend  to  with  as  much  induliiy  and  care,  as  they  do  to  jobs  of  a 
■very  different  natiue.  Thefe  honell  arts  would  folidly  increafe  their 
fortunes,  and  improve  their  eftates,upon  the  only  true  and  permanent 
foundation,  the  public  good.  Leave  us  and  your  regular  forces  in 
Ireland 'to  light  for  you:  think  of  your  manufa«Rurcs  at  leaft  as 
much  as  of  your  militia,  and  be  as  much  upon  your  guard  againft 
poverty  as  againft  popery ; take  my  word  for  it,  you  are  in  more  dan- 
ger of  the  former  than  of  the  latter. 

I hope  my  friend,  the  bifhop  of  Meath,  goes  on  profperoufty  with 
his  charter  fchools.  I call  them  his,  for  I really  think  that  without  lus 
care  and  pcrfeverancc  they  would  hardly  have  exifted  now.  Though 
their  operation  is  fure,  yet,  being  flow,  it  is  not  fuited  to  the  Irifli 
tafte  of  the  time  prefent  onJy;  and  I cannot  help  faying,  that,  except 
in  your  claret,  which  you  are  very  Ibllicitous  Ihotild  be  two  or  three 
years  old,  you  think  lefs  of  two  or  three  years  hence  than  any  people 
under  the  fun.  If  they  would  but  wilh  themfelves  as  well  as  I wifli 
them,  and  take  as  much  pains  to  promote  their  own  true  intereft,  as 
1 fliould  he  glad  to  do  to  contribute  to  it,  they  would  in  a few  years  be 
in  a very  difterent  fltuation  from  that  which  they  are  in  at  prefent.  Go 
on,  however,  you  and  our  other  friends  ; be  not  weary  of  well- 
•tloing,  and  though  you  cannot  do  all  the  good  you  would,  do  all 
the  good  you  can. 

When  you  w rite  to  the  moft  worthy  bifliop  of  Cloyne  (a),  pray  afliire 
him  of  my  trueft  regard  and  efteem,  and  remember  me  to  my  honeft 
and  indefatigable  friend  in  good  works  doilor  Madden ; and  be  per- 
suaded yourlelf,  that  I am,  with  lincere  friendlhip  and  regard. 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

CHiSTERFIELD. 

(a)  Dr.  Bokelej. 
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LETTER  LXXIV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


SIR, 


London,  July  ij,  1746.  . 


T Acknowledge  the  favour  of  your  two  letters  of  the  3d,  and  5th  ; 

they  were  doubly  welcome  to  me,  as  coming  from  one,  who  I 
know  wifhes  fo  well  to  the  public  as  you  do,  and  *as  they  brought 
me  good  accounts  of  the  progrefs  you  make  in  your  public -i'piritcd 
views.  The  manufa<ShTre  of  glafs  bottles  cannot  poUibly  fail,  but 
from  want  of  care  and  induftiy  ; for  as  the  price  of  glafs  bottles  is 
rifen  confiderably  here,  ujwn  account  of  the  new  duty,  if  you  would 
but  make  them  in  Ireland,  you  are  fure  of  fale  for  them;  and  I 
fhould  hope,  at  leafl,  that,  confidering  the  clofe  connedtion  there  is 
between  bottles  and  claret,  this  manufadlure,  though  your  o-xn,  may 
meet  with  encouragement.  I think  you  are  in  the  right  to  do  it  as 
quietly  as  can  be,  and  to  give  your  premiums  without  publifliing 
them,  not  to  alarm  our  glafs  people  here;  though  in  truth  it  could 
never  be  thought  reafonable,  nor  would  it,  1 dare  fay,  ever  be  at- 
* tempted  here,  to  prohibit  any  manufadtures  in  Ireland,  merely  for 
home  confumption. 

The  paper  you  gave  me  in  Ireland,  though  good,  was  notfo  good  as 
It  fhould,  and  as  I am  fure  it  might  be  with  care.  It  was  too  fpongy 
and  bibulous,  which  proceeds  only  from  w’ant  of  care,  in  chufing  and 
forting  the  beft  rags.  Some  premiums  for  this  purixjfe  will  have 
a great  effedl;  and  I am  convinced  that,  if  this  manufadhire  were 
carefully  and  diligently  purfued,  you  might  in  time  not  only  entirely 
fupply  yourfelves,  but  us  too,  with  great  part  of  that  paper,  which 
, we  now  take  from  Holland  and  other  countries.  But  then,  indeed,, 
you  mull  make  it  cheap  as  well  as  gooil,  and,  contrary  to  your  cu- 
ftom,  content  yourfelves  with  Icfs  prefent  profit,  in  oitler  to  get 
ixjireflion  of  a future  and  permanent  advantage. 
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I have  not  yet  taken  any  ftep  concerningthe  charter  forthe  Dublin 
fociety,  and  I confefs  to  you  I have  great  doubts  about  it.  Your 
fociety,  as  it  is,  does  fo  vei7  well,  that  I am  afraid  of  touching  it. 
However  if  you  and  others,  who,  I am  fiire,  mean  well,  and  can 
judge  well,  think  upon  the  whole  that  a charter  would  be  beneficial, 
I svill  endeavour  to  get  one. 

•You  did  extremely  right  to  open  the  Spaniard’s  letter  to  pie,  and, 
in  confc<iucnce  of  it,  to  proceed  in  that  humane  manner  with  him, 
I.lis  jxjft  was  a very  confiderable  one  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  is  never 
given  but  to  people  of  confideration.  In  that  light  he  deferves  to 
have  regard  fliewn  him ; but  ftill  more,  in  my  mind,  from  being  un- 
fortunate. I have  writ  to  him  by  this  poft,  in  anfwer  to  his.  As 
you  tell  me  that  part  of  the  cargo  of  the  fliip  is  fnulT,  which  I Ihould 
think,  mull  he  g<x)d,  I Ihall  be  obliged  to  you,  if,  when  it  comes  to 
be  fold,  you  will  fend  me  twenty  pounds  of  the  ftrongeft  and  the 
deepeft  coloured,  and  afk  Mr.  Lingen  for  the  money. 

The  death  of  the  king  of  Spain  muft  produce  good  eflFecfts  in  Italy 
at  leaft. 

I received  a very  kind  letter  from  my  chartcr-fehool  apoftle,  the 
bifliop  of  Meath,  which  I have  not  time  to  anfwer  by  this  poft,  but 
,1  will  foon. 

I am,  with  the  efteem  wliich  you  deferve. 

Your  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  LXXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Julj  j6,  1746. 

SIR, 

T Received  by  the  laft  port  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  17th, 
with  the  indofed  account  of  the  premiums  offcretl  for  1746.  I 
think  them  all  pcrfedly  right,  and,  as  I told  you  in  my  laft,  1 think 
you  will  do  well  to  purfue  the  manuhufture  of  glafs  bottles,  with  as 
little  noife  as  pollible.  1 heartily  wifh  you  fuccefs,  and  am,  very 
truly. 

Your  faithful  humble  fen’ant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LXXVI. 
to  the  same. 


London,  Sept.  33,  1746. 


SIR, 


A Long  and  dahgerous  illnefs  has  hindered  me  from  acknowledging, 
^ till  now,  your  two  laft  letters ; and  though  I am  a great  deal 
better,  I rtill  feel,  by  extreme  weaknefs,  the  flrcx;k  which  that  illnefs 
has  given  to  a conllitution  too  much  Ihattered  before. 

Pray  Ik  under  no  kind  of  uneafinefs  as  to  the  .aeddent  th.at  hap.^ 
IKiied  to  my  letter,  for  I afllire  you  I am  under  none  myfclf.  I 
confefs,  the  printing  of  a letter  carelefly  and  inaccur.itcly  written,  in 
the  freedom  and  confidence  of  a friendly  correfpondcncc,  is  not 
very  agreeable,  efiKcially  to  me,  who  am  fo  idle  and  negligent  in 
my  familiar  letters,  that  I never  wrote  one  over  twice  in  my  life, 
Vo  I..  II.  4 A and 
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and  am  confequently  often  guilty  both  of  falfe  fpelling  anil,  falfe 
Englilh;  but  as  to  my  fcntimcnts  with  regard  to  Ireland,  I am  not 
only  willing,  but  defirous,  that  all  Ireland  fliould  know  them.  I 
very  well  recolleil  the  two  paragraphs  in  my  letter,  which  might  be 
objected  to  by  many  j)eople;  but  I recolleit  them  without  retnufling 
them.  I repeat  it  again,  that  there  arc  not  many  people  there,  who, 
like  you,  employ  their  thoughts,  their  time,  and  their  labour,  merely 
for  the  public  good,  without  any  private  view.  The  condition  of 
Ireland  i'ufficiently  jjroves  that  truth.  How  dilferent  would  the  ftatc 
of  your  lands,  your  traile,  your  manufadlures,  your  arts  and  fciences, 
have  been  now  from  what  it  is,  had  they  been  the-objccts  of  gencn.l, 
as  they  have  been  of  your  particular,  attention  ! I ftill  lei's  recant 
wdiat  1 laid  about  claret,  which  is  a known  aird  melancholy  truth; 
and  I could  add  a great  deal  more  upon  that  ful>jedt.  Five  thoufand 
tuns  of  wine  imjxjrtetl  communibus  annis  into  Irel.and,  is  a fure,  but 
indecent,  proof  of  the  exceflive  drinking  of  the  gentry  there,  for  the 
inferior  fort  of  people  cannot  afford  to  drink  wine  there,  as  many  of 
them  can  here ; fo  that  thefe  five  thoufand  tuns  of  wine  are  chiefly 
employed  in  dertroying  the  conftitutions,  the  faculties,  and  too  often 
the  fortunes,  of  thofe  of  fuperior  rank,  w’ho  ought  to  take  care  of  all 
the  others.  Were  there  to  be  a conteft  between  public  cellars 
and  public  granaries,  which  do  you  think  would  carry  it  ? I believe 
you  will  allow  that  a claret  boiwd,  if  there  were  one,  would  be  much 
better  attended  than  the  linen  board,  unlefs  -when  flax-feedvaere  to  be 
djflributed.  I am  fenlible  that  I lhall  be  reckoned  a very  fli allow  ix)litician, 
for  my  attention  to  fuch  trifling  objcifts,  as  the  improvement  of  your 
lands,  the  cxtcnlion  of  your  manufadlures,  and  the  increafe  of  your 
trade,  which  only  tend  to  the  advantage  of  the  public ; w'hcreas  an 
able  lord  lieutenant  ought  to  employ  his  thoughts  in  greater  matters. 
He  flioidd  think  of  jobs  for  favourites,  fops  for  enemies,  managing 
parties,  and  engaging  parliaments  to  vote  away  their  owm  and  their 
fellow  fubjeifls  liberties  and  properties.  But  thefe  great  arts  of  go- 
vernment, I confefs,  are  above  me,  and  people  fliould  not  go  out  of 
their  depth.  I will  modefljy  lie  content  with  vvifhing  Ireland  all 
the  good  that  is  poflible,  and  wdth  doing  it  all  the  good  I can  ; and 
ib  weak  am  1,  that  I would  much  rather  be  dillinguiflied  and  remem- 
bered. 
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l>erwl  by  the  name  of  the  Irijb  lord  lieutenant,  than  by  that  of  the 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

My  paper  jjuts  me  in  mind  that  I have  already  troubled  you  too 
long,  fo  I conclude  abniptly,  with  afluring  you  that  I am,  with  the 
trueft  eftcem, 


Your  faithful  humble  fervant. 


Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LXXVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  Jin.  lO,  1747. 

SIR, 

' I ’ H E iJerfon  who  will  deliver  you  this  letter  is  a moft  fkilful 
mechanic,  and  has  made  many  ufeful  difcoverics.  He  is  going 
to  try  his  fortune  in  Ireland,  and  defired  me  to  recommend  him  to 
fomcbotly  there.  I could  not  refulc  him,  knowing  his  ingenuity  ; 
and  then,  who  could  I recommend  him  to  lb  well,  as  to  my  good 
friend  Mr.  Prior,  the  difinterefted  and  zealous  patron  of  all  good  and 
ui’eful  things  ? I really  think  he  may  be  of  ufc  to  the  Dublin  Ibdety, 
who  I know  arc  of  very  great  ufc  to  the  public . I f he  fhould  prove 
lb,  well  and  got);!;  fo  far  only  I recommend  him  to  you  eventually. 
This  obligation  however  I have  to  him,  that  he  has  given  me  an  op- 
jHirtunity  of  alluring  you  of  the  continuance  of  that  eltecm  and  re- 
gard with  which  I am, 

Vour  moll  faithful  humble  fervant. 


Chesterfield. 


4 ,\  3 


LET- 


Digitized  by  Google 


44*  LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


LETTER  LXXVIll. 


TO  THE  SAME. 


MY  GOOD  FRIEND, 


Lomlon,  May  6,  1 747. 


T Hvxvc  been  long  in  your  debt,  and  am  afliamed  of  it ; but  I am 
-*■  furc  you  do  me  too  much  juftice  to  fiifpciR  me  of  cither  fraud  or 
negligence.  The  truth  is,  that  I have  as  little  command  of  time,  as 
many  people  have  of  money  ; and,  though  my  intentions  are  honeft, 
I am  often  fon:ed  by  neceflity  to  be  a very  bad  pay-mafter. 

I defire  that  the  Dublin  fociety  will  difpofe  of  the  trifle  that  I gave 
them,  in  the  manner  they  lliall  think  proper.  They  arc  the  beft 
judges,  and  have  flicwn  themfelvcs  fo  by  all  their  paft  conduct.  They 
have  done  more  good  to  Ireland,  with  regard  to  arts  and  induftrt', 
than  all  the  laws  that  coidd  have  been  formed ; for,  unfoitunatcly, 
there  is  a perverfenefs  in  our  natures,  which  prompts  us  to  refift  au- 
thority, though  otherwife  inclined  enough  to  do  the  thing,  if  left  to 
our  choice.  Invitation,  example,  and  falhion,  with  fomc  premiums 
attending  them,  arc,  I am  convinced,  the  only  methods  of  bringing 
people  in  Ireland  to  tlo  what  they  ought  to  do  ; and  that  is  the  plan 
of  your  fociety. 

I am  glad  to  find  that  your  paper  manufaflure  goes  on  Ib  well. 
If  it  docs  but  once  take  root  with  you,  I am  fure  it  will  flourilh  ; for 
it  is  the  beginning  only  of  things  that  is  difficult  with  you.  You 
want  flock  to  let  out  with,  and  patience  for  the  returns ; bvit  when 
cncc  the  profit  begins  to  be  felt,  you  will  go  on  as  well  as  any  iieoplc 
fit  the  worltL 

I am  furprized  that  the  high  duty  upon  glafs  here,  and  the  fuf- 
penfion  of  the  raanufaiflure  of  it  in  fome  degree,  has  not  encouraged 
you  to  aiiply  yourfelves  to  that  part  of  trade,  in  which  I am  furc  the 
profits  would  be  veiy  conliderablc,  and  your  making  your  own  bottles 
might  be  fomc  little  degree  of  equivalent  for  what  emptying  of 
bottles  cofts  you.  I wifli  cveiy  man  in  Ireland  were  obliged  to  make 
*•  as 
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as  many  bottles  as  he  empties,  and  your  manufadlure  would  be  a 
flourilhing  one  indeed. 

I am  very  glad  to  hear  that  your  linen  board  is  to  give  out  no  more 
flax-feed,  but  only  premiums  for  the  raifing  of  it;  for  that  fame 
flax-feed  was  the  feeil  of  corruption,  which  throve  wonderfully  in 
the  foil  of  particular  people,  and  produced  jobs  one  hundred  h>ld. 

The  fnurt'you  fent  me  was  extremely  good,  and  I am  much  obliged 
to  you  for  the  trouble  you  took  about  it,  though  1 know  that  you 
think  it  no  trouble  to  ferve  your  friends,  and  hope  that  you  reckon 
me  in  that  numl)er.  I afliire  you  I am,  and  I Ihould  not  be  the  friend 
that  1 really  am  to  Ireland,  if  I were  not  fo  to  you,  who  deferve  li> 
well  of  your  country.  I know  few  people  who,  like  you,  employ 
both  their  time  and  their  fortunes  in  doing  public  good,  without  the 
thoughts  or  cxjjecftations  of  private  advantage:  when  I fay  advantage, 
I mean  it  in  the  common  acceptation  of  the  word,  which,  thanks  to 
the  virtue  of  the  times,  implies  only  money;  for  othenvife  your  ad- 
vantage is  very  confiderable,  from  the  confeioufnefs  of  the  good  you 
do ; the  greatell  advantage  which  an  honeft  mind  is  capable  of  enjoy- 
ing. May  you  long  enjoy  it,  with  health  the  next  happinefs  to  it !' 

I am,  with  the  trueft  efteem. 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

Chesteufield. 


P.  S Pray  make  my  compliments  to  the  good  bilhojr  of  Cloync,. 
when  you  write  to  him. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXXIX. 

To  Dr.  Madden  (a). 

London,  Dec.  12,  1746. 

A N you  forgive  me,  my  dear  Dr.  M — , what  I can  fcarcely  for- 
give  myfelf ; 1 mean,  having  fo  long  delayed  my  acknowledg- 
ments for  your  firft  very  friendly  letter?  but,  though  I am  blamcable, 
I am  not  quite  fo  much  fo  as  by  the  length  of  time  it  woidd  fecm, 
when  you  confider  my  long  and  dangerous  illncfs,  and  fince  my 
recovery,  the  multiplicity  of  bufincfs  which  the  late  change  of  my 
lituation  has  brought  vqxjn  me. 

I can  with  the  ftriifleft  truth  afTure  you,  that  my  fentimcnts  of 
efteem  and  fricndfliip  for  you  are  in  no  degree  Icflencd,  and  1 am 
fure  never  will  be,  fince  they  are  founded  upon  your  love  and  zeal 
for  mankind  in  general,  your  country  and  friends  in  particular, 
which  I am  fure  will  never  end  but  with  your  life.  I have  read  your 
work  with  great  fatisfaiRion  (c);  it  is  full  » » a a o 0 

A conciurence  of  circumftances  has  obliged  me  to  change  an  cafy 
for  a laborious  employment,  in  which  too,  1 fear,  it  will  be  much  lefs 
in  my  power  to  do  good,  than  it  was  in  my  former.  It  may  feem 
vain  to  fay  fo,  but  1 will  own  that  I thought  I could,  and  began  to 
hope  that  1 lliould,  do  fome  good  in  Ireland.  1 flattered  myfelf  that 
1 had  put  jobs  a little  out  of  fafliion,  anti  your  own  manufatfhires  a 
little  in  fafliion,  and  that  1 had  in  fome  degree  difcouraged  the  jx;r- 
jiicious  and  beaftly  pradlice  of  drinking,  with  many  other  plealing 
vifions  of  public  good.  At  leafl  1 am  lure  I was  earneft  in  my  w ifties, 
and  would  have  been  afliduous  in  my  endeavours  for  it.  Fortune, 
chance,  or  providence,  call  it  which  you  will,  has  removed  me  from 
you,  anti  has  aflignetl  me  another  deflination,  but  has  not,  1 am  litre, 
changed  my  inclinations,  my  wiflics,  or.  my  efforts,  upon  occafion,  for 

(a)  T »e  Rev.  Dr.  SaniicJ  MitlJcn  firfl  inftltutor  of  ihe  DaMin  focicty.  A mere  particular 
account  of  that  extraordinary  iii.in  may  !•<  feen  iti  the  inamoi'«,  Sc^,  V.  'rhe  copy  of  this  Ictur 
IS  cndoricii  Dec.  174.6,  Copy}  C.  edcihcM's  letter  10  Dx.  MadJeo.** 

(i)  His  ari  cpiancc  of  the  (cais  iecrctary  of  rtatc. 

(i)  Pr*Iwil)ly  a ita^cdy  in  manufeript  infcribv’cl  to  Ion!  Chefterfielt?.  It  is  now  in  the  [oTef* 
III  n of  Mr.  Sluritlan,  to  whom  it  was  b.'i^u.atl.cJ  as  a legacy  by  the  audio  . 

the 
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the  intereft  and  profjjerity  of  Ireland;  and  I fliall  always  retain  tUc 
trueft  affcclion  for,  and  remembrance  of,  that  country;  1 wiHi  1 co\ild 
fay  of  that  rich,  flourilhing,  and  indultrious  nation.  I hojTe  it  will 
in  time  be  fo,  and  I even  think  it  makes  fome  progrefs  that  way, 
though  not  fo  quick  as  I could  wiflr ; but  however,  there  are  righteous 
enough  to  fave  the  city,  and  the  examples  of  you,  and  many  of  your 
friemls,  will,  I hope,  prove  happily  and  beneficially  contagious.  I 
did  flatter  myfclf,  a little  before  my  removal,  that  1 fliould  » « » 
Continue  me,  dear  fir,  your  friendflaip  and  remembrance,  which 
I will  fay  that  in  fome  degree  1 deferv'e,  by  the  fiitccre  regard  and 
elleem  with  which  I am. 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

ChESTERFI  ELD,. 

‘P,  S.  Pray  make  my  compliments  to  the  worthy  bilhop  of  Meath,, 
to  whom  I will  write  foon,  and  likewife  to  my  friend  Mr.  Prior- 


LETTER  LXXXfaJJ 

To  Dr.  Whitcombe,  then  Bifhop  of  Clonfert,  and  aftenvards 
Archbilhop  of  Cafliel. 


I753>  or  nsC- 

MT  GOOD  LORD, 

T Find  that  you  are  ftill  what  I always  knew  you,  a£live  to  pro- 
mote  the  improvement  and  advantage  of  Ireland,  and  that  you  do 
me  the  juflice  to  believe  that  1 Cncerely  wiflr  them. 

The  two  fchemes  which  your  lordflrip  communicates  to  me,  in  the 
favour  of  your  letter  of  the  8th,  will,  in  my  opinion,  greatly  tend  to 
thofe  good  purpofes.  That  for  the  improvement  of  ufeful  literature  in 
the  university  of  Dublin  is,  I think,  an  extreme  good  one,  and  I wiflr  it 


(a)  T he  original  of  this  Icuci  was  not  feat*. 
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may  be  Readily  pmfuecl,  though  I cannot,  with  the  lame  degree  of 
faith,  fay  that  1 expciil  it  will;  however  I think  it  fliould  be  tried,  and 
carried  as  far  as  it  will  go  : whether  the  profeflbrfliips  lliould  be 
continued,  and  appropriated  to  fellows  of  the  college  fingly,  is  what 
I can  poliibly  form  no  opinion  upon,  not  being  w'cll  acquainted 
enough  with  the  prefent  fituation  of  the  college,  and  the  abilities  of 
the  fellow  s,  but  I lliould  rather  think  that  they  ought  to  be  given  to 
thofe,  whether  fellows  or  not,  who,  from  their  eminence  in  thofe 
feveral  branches  of  learning,  deferve  them  belt : but  this  rule  too  of 
detur  digniori,  your  lordlhip  mull  not  expect  w ill  be  fcrupuloufly  ob- 
IcTVcd.  That  pail  of  the  jilan,  which  relates  to  writing  and  Ipcaking 
the  Englifli  language  with  purity  and  elegaiKy  hath,  in  my  opinion, 
long  been  one  of  the  def  derate  both  in  Ireland  and  England,  where 
jK-dantry  and  an  alFcctation  of  learning  have,  in  purfuit  of  two  dead 
languages,  which  can  never  be  know  n cniTectly,  Jet  our  own  be 
neglected  to  fuch  a degree,  that  though  we  have  ten  thoufand  Greek 
arul  Latin  grammars  and  didtionai-ies,  we  have  not  ) et  a lingle  one 
on  Englilh 

The  other  fcheme,  for  encouraging  foreign  protcllants  to  fettle  in 
Ireland,  is  a moll  excellent  one.  I have  long  wiflied,  and  the  nation 
long  wanted  it.  The  firll  foundation  of  it,  conlilting  only  of  fome 
voluntary  fubferiptions,  can  be  but  narrow,  and,  what  is  worll,  pre- 
carious ; confequently  will  perfuadc  very  few'  foreigners  to  expatriate 
thcmfelves,  in  the  uncertainty  of  finding  a permanent  ellablillimenr 
elfcw  here.  However,  it  will  be  very  right  to  give  a beginning  and 
a form  to  that  fcheme  as  foon  as  ixilTible  ; and  then  1 fliould  hope, 
that  your  next  feffion  of  parliament,  finding  a fouiulation  laid,  for 
that  is  the  difficulty,  would  contribute  largely  and  folidly  to  extend 
that  foundation,  and  to  raife  a fu]x;rffru(flure  uixin  it  which  would 
he  of  fuch  real  advantage  to  their  country.  They  are  very  well  able 
to  do  it;  the  public  revenues  being  confidcrahly  increafed,  not  to 
mention  that  an  additional  number  of  inhabitants  woidd  incrcafe  them 
itill  more.  Mo.ncy  dilburlcd  upon  I'uch  a chaiitahlc,  as  well  as  jxili- 

(b)  The  c.i(b  is  now  much  altcml;  ihc  number  of  I'nglifli  grammars  bciiu;  aOua’Iy  rery  con- 
ftilcraMc*.  iuilkcdi  lonl  Chdtcr!M;M  fecim  to  have  ovcrlo<;kiil  Dr.  Wallis’sgrRumiar,  ihc 
haps.  tliai  wa»  comj'ofi.J  for  any  language.  Dr.  JcliiWbn's  grammar  aaU  Ui£tiooary  were  not  )ct 
paUuhed. 

tlcal 
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tical  account,  is  money  prudently  placed  at  intereft  both  for  this 
world  and  the  next.  Your  lordlhip  may  depend  upon  my  exerting 
my  utmoft  endeavours  to  promote  and  recommend  fo  ufeful  adefign, 
and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  that,  from  your  lordlhip  being  at  the  head 
of  it,  I can  fafely  anfwer  for  its  being  faithfully  and  (kilfuUy  carried 
on. 

I am,  with  the  greateft  truth  and  efteem. 

Your  lordlliip’s 

moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

Chesterfiklb. 


LETTER  LXXXI 
To  Captain  Irwine,  at  Paris. 


Londopy  April  4,  O.  S.  i749* 

SIR| 

T Send  you  the  letter  of  recommendation  to  Mr.  Villette8(d),  which 
you  defired,  by  yours  to  Mr.  Grevenkop;  but  I fear  that  he  will 
be  gone  from  Turin  before  you  arrive  there.  But  in  that  cafe  you 
will  find  a young  Academician  and  his  governor  there,  who  will  be 
very  glad  to  do  you  any  fervice,  and  to  whom  I have  fent  orders  ujx)n 
that  fubjedt.  They  will  take  the  carnaval  at  Venice,  in  their  way, 
where  you  will  likewife  probably  meet  them,  for  I take  it  for  granted 
that  you  will  contrive  to  fee  that  uncommon  ceremony.  It  is  worth 
your  while.  There  will  be  a much  greater  ceremony  next  (.  hriftmas 

, («k)  Thil,  uk!  the  ten  following  letterSy  were  mod  obligingly  commtmicaud  to  me  by  (ir  John 
Irwincy  knight  of  the  Bath,  lieutcnant*gcncral  and  cotnmaiWcr  in  chief  of  his  niajefty’s  forces  in 
Ireland.  1 hey  are  printed  from  the  onginals, 

{h)  Arthur  Villettcs,  efq  ; his  majedjrs  envoy  at  thecourt  of  Turin,  and  aftcnvards  employed 
under  the  fame  denomination  at  Bern,  ne  is  now  retired  at  Bath,  where  he  enjoys  the  di(Un£tion 
due  to  great  merit  and  virtue.  He  was  one  of  lord  Chedcr£el(Ti  friends* 

VOL,  II.  4B 
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at  Rome,  which,  at  all  events,  I think  you  ought  to  fee;  that  is,  the 
grand  jubilee,,  which  is  celebrated  but  once  in  fifty  years.  So  that, 
young  as  you  are,  if  you  do  not  fee  it  then,  you  probably  never  will ; 
and,  upon  fo  extniordinary  an  occafion,  1 cannot  fuppofe  that  your  fa- 
ther will  refufc  to  prolong  your  leave  of  abfence.  For  my  own  part,  I 
think  it  lb  well  worth  feeing,  that  I fend  my  young  traveller  there, 
though  it  very  much  Ihortens  the  ftay  which  I originally  intended 
that  he  Ihould  make  at  the  academy  at  Turin.  I return  you  my 
fincere  thanks  for  the  favour  of  your  letter,  with  the  inclofed  fpeech 
of  monfieur  de  Richelieu,  which  is  pcrfeiflly  in  chiuailer,  and,  I 
dare  fay,  all  his  own. 

Any  inftance  of  your  friendfliip  and  remembrance  will  always  be 
agreeable  «o  one,  who  is,  with  thofe  fentiments  of  efteem,  with  which 
I am. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervanr. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LXXXII. 


To  THE  SAME,  at  Dublin. 


SIR, 

LoaJon,  OA.  i6,  I/49. 

O U Judge  very  right  in  believing  that  I take  a part  in  what 
concerns  Ireland  ; I do,  and  always  Ihall,  though  an  unavailing 
one.  You  judged  as  right  too,  in  thinking  that  no  accounts  of  that 
country  could  come  to  me  from  a more  welcome  hand  than  yours. 
Nothing  can  be  better  or  more  clearly  ftatejl,  than  your  account  of 
the  prefent  important  tranfailions  relative  to  Charles  Lucas  apothe- 
cary at  Dublin,  who,  1 believe,  is  the  firft  apothecary  that  ever  w as 
voted  an  enemy  to  his  country.  That  apothecary’s  ftuflf,  of  which, 
till  now,  only  the  recipes  were  pruited,  will  henceforwards  be  uni- 
vcrfally  taken,  and  make  a part  of  the  Dublin  Difpenfator)’.  In  the 
' book 
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book  of  holy  martyrs,  there  are  aremanyCharlesLucafes,  whofe  names 
would  hardly  have  been  known  in  their  own  times,  but  cert.ainly 
never  tranfmitted  down  to  ours,  if  they  had  not  been  broiled  a little; 
and  the  obfeure  Dr.  Sacheverell’s  fortune  was  made  by  a parliamen- 
tary profecution,  much  about  the  fame  time  that  the  French  pro- 
phets were  totally  extinguiflied  by  a puppet-fliow.“  Great  fouls  arc 
fometimes  defirous  to  purchafe  fame  at  the  expence  of  their  bodies. 
If  Charles  Lucas,  apothecary,  is  one  of  thofc,  one  fliould  congratulate 
him  upon  tliis  occafion.  But  if  his  view's  were,  as  from  his  profeBion 
1 fliould  be  very  apt  to  think  they  were,  of  a much  Itnoer  rature, 
one  ovight  to  condole  w ith  him  upon  the  fufpenfion  of  them,  at  leaft 
for  fome  time.  In  this  uncertainty  I withhold  my  compliments  of 
either  kind,  to  Charles  Lucas,  apothecary. 

But  let  us  come  to  a better  fubjcdl.  Pray  are  you  major,  or  only 
captain  ftill?  For  greater  fecurity  I dircil  tliis  to  you,  by  the  latter 
title,  but  if  in  lb  doing  I injure  you,  I will  publifli  my  recantation 
upon  the  back  of  my  next.  But  in  either  cafe,  I hope  you  have  not 
laid  afide  the.  thoughts  of  going  abroad  again.  You  have  travelled 
a little  with  great  profit;  travel  again,  and  it  will  be  with  ftill  greater. 
The  knowledge  of  the  manners,  the  language,  and  the  government 
of  the  fcveral  countries  of  Europe  is  well  w'orth  two  years  delay  of 
military  promotion,  fuppofing  that  fliould  be  the  cafe.  I am,  with 
great  truth. 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LET- 
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SIK, 


To  Major  Irwin E,  Dublin. 

Greenwich,  Sc|>c  i,  1751. 


C H O U L D you  ever  be  miferable  enough  to  want  my  allifbmce, 
^ or  I uncxpe£lecily  happy  enough  to  be  able  to  give  you  any, 
your  commands  will  want  no  preamble  to  introduce,  nor  excufes  to 
attend  them.  My  friendlhip  and  efteem  for  you  will  fufficiently 
incline,  though  your  fitiution  will  not  fufficiently  enable,  me  to  ferve 
you. 

Lord  Albemarle  is  too  good  a courtier,  and  I too  bad  a one,  for 
us  to  have  met  more  than  once,  lince  his  return  to  England.  I have 
twice  endeavoured  to  fee  him,  but  to  no  purpofe,  lince  you  defired 
me  to  fpeak.  to  liim,  but  1 will  perfevere  till  I do;  not  that  1 think 
I can  be  of  any  ufe  to  you  there,  but  that  you  may  not  think  that  1 
would  omit  the  leaftpoffible  occalion  of  being  fo-  If  lord  George 
Sackville  is  fincerely  in  your  intereft,  your  a&ir  will  certainly  do,  as 
he  has  not  only  a great  deal  to  fay  with  his  father,  but  as  he  is  the 
duke  of  Cumberland's  military  man  of  confidence  in  Ireland.  I 
heartily  wifh  that  you  could  get  to  be  lieutenant-colonel  to  your 
father’s  regiment,  becaufe  with  that  rank,  at  your  age,  the  reft  would 
do  itfelf.  And  if  you  can  get  the  confent  of  the  government,  I 
would  advife  you  not  to  haggle  with  • * « about  the  price,  but  to 
make  him  a pont  d’or  to  go  out  upon. 

My  young  man  has  been  with  me  here  this  fortnight,  and  in  moft 
rcfjie£ls,  I am  very  well  fatisfied  with  him;  his  knowledge  is  found 
and  extenfive,  and  by  all  that  I have  yet  obferved,  his  heart  is  what 
I could  wifh  it.  But  for  his  air  and  manners,  Paris  has  ftill  a great 
deal  to  do.  He  ftoops  exceffively,  which  I have  known  fame  very 
pretty  fellows  do,  though  he  dances  very  well;  and  as  to  manners, 
the  eafy  and  genteel  turn  d'un  bonnite  bomme  is  yet  very  much  want- 
ing. 1 fhall  carry  him  with  me  in  a fortnight  to  Bath  for  the  feafon, 
where  1 fhall  rub  him  till  his  re-exportation  to  Paris,  which  will  be 
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the  firft  week  in  November,  for  near  » year  more.  I hardly  flatter 
myfelf  with  the  hopes  of  feeing  you  at  Bath  this  feafon ; nor  indeed 
would  I advife  you  to  leave  Ireland,  till  your  affair  is  decided  one 
way  or  other.  The  obfervation,  que  les  abfens  ont  toujours  tort,  (that 
the  abfent  always  come  off  worft)  is  in  general  true,  and  in  your 
cafe,  would  be  particularly  true  in  regard  to  a certain  general  whom 
I know. 

I am  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  your  kindnefs  to  your  lieutenant 
Heathcote,  in  which  1 think  I have  fome  fhare,  though  I hope  and 
believe  he  deferves  it  perfonally. 

1 will  end  this  abruptly,  rather  than  employ  the  common  words  to 
affure  you  of  the  uncommon  efteem  and  friendfliip  with  which  I am 

Your  moll  faithful  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 

P.  S.  Pray  make  my  compliments  to  the  primate,  and  to  the  houle 
of  Clements. 


LETTER  LXXXIV. 


SIR, 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Loiiilon,  April  15,  175a. 


T Am  two  letters  in  your  debt,  a debt  which  I am  more  inclined 
-*■  to  acknowledge,  than  able  to  pay.  Yours  bring  me  informa- 
tions, mine  can  only  return  you  thanks.  I make  you  therefore  no 
excufe  for  the  delay,  poflibly  I deferve  your  thanks  for  it.  I live 
too  much  out  of  the  world  to  entertain  you,  and  lately  I have  lived 
too  much  out  of  it  to  entertain  myfelf ; for  I have  been  for  thcfe  lall 
two  months  extremely  deaf,  from  what  caufe  I know  not  any  more 
than  the  doctors  whom  I have  confulted ; but  the  effedls  I Hill  feel, 
though  not  in  quite  fo  great  a degree.  This  makes  me  very  difa- 
greeable,  both  to  myfelf,  and  to  the  few  people  with  whom  I delire 
to  converfe ; and  puts  me  in  tlie  lltuation  of  a man  who  underltands 
at  heft  but  half  the  language  of  the  country  he  lives  in.  If  the  wea- 
ther, 
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thcr,  wLich  is  hitherto  ver>’  bad,  would  but  mend  a little,  and  look 
fomething  like  fummcr,  1 would  fettle  at  Blackheath,  where  I can 
amufe  myfelf  by  myfclf,  better  than  in  town. 

As  well  as  1 can  judge  at  this  diftance,  from  the  various  accounts  I 
h avc  had  of  your  fquabbles  and  quarrels  in  Ireland,  c'ejl  tout  comme 
tbcz  nous.  The  great  jwint  is  wholhall  govern  the  government;  and  I 
prefume  that  all  heads  have  been  too  bufy  upon  that  point,  to  think 
one  moment  of  the  real  intcreft  of  Ireland.  What  an  effufion  of  claret 
muft  all  this  have  occafioned ! for  it  is  a maxim,  that  bufinefs  is  bell 
<lonc  over  a bottle,  and  that  jicople  are  never  fo  fit  for  it,  as  when 
they  are  fit  for  nothing  elfe.  I make  no  doubt  but  that  there  has 
more  claret  been  drunk  over  the  barracks  this  winter  than  will  be 
drunk  in  them  thefe  ten  years.  And  I w'onder  the  bridge  was  not 
-agreed  to,  confidering  the  national  averfion  to  water.  I not  only  hope, 
but  am  perfuaded,  that  you  do  not  give  into  this  coebonnerie,  which 
ungentlemans  every  body.  A fprightly  debauebe  now  and  then  is 
very  well;  but  the  dull,  fedate,  and  continued  guzzling  of  claret  is 
very  imbecoming  to  a young  fellow. 

I find  that  Dublin  has  been  this  winter  the  feat  of  pleafure,  as 
well  as  of  w ar.  We  have  heard  of  the  magnificence  of  your  balls 
and  entertainments.  They  are  liberal  and  proper  diverfions,  and, 
with  fubmillion  to  the  grave  and  the  wife,  that  luxury  and  expcnce 
is  beneficial  to  the  public.  It  employs  many  hands,  and  circulates 
property,  provided  that  luxury  be  confined  to  home  produce. 

We  have  married  you  here  to  the  daughter  of  lady  * • *,  but 
that  is  no  proof  that  you  have  married  yourfelf  to  her  in  Ireland. 
If  you  have,  I heartily  wifli  you  Joy,  for  it  is  jx)flible  that  there  may  be 
joy  in  marriage.  In  either  cafe,  I hojK  we  IhaU  fee  you  this  year  in 
England.  You  have  attended  your  jwft  as  major  long  enough,  1 
lliould  think,  to  be  allowed  a furlow  for  next  winter ; and  I t^e  it 
for  granted  that  your  whole  regiment  is  very  perfe£l  now,  in  the 
round-about  way  of  doing  every  thing.  1 alTure  you  that  of  all  your 
friends  here,  none  can  with  more  fatisfa£lion  and  fincerity  tell  you 
they  are  fo,  than 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant,  . 

Chesterfiild. 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXXXV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

lx>ndon,  Dec.  jg,  1753. 

SIR, 

T Thought  at  leaft  that  I perfeftly  unclerftood  the  meaning  of  all 
-*•  your  difputes  and  quarrels  in  Ireland,  while  they  related  only  to 
the  roaftingor  the  Boyleing  (pardon  a written  quibble)  of  Arthur  Jones 
Nevil  Efq;  and  I heard  of  them  with  the  fame  indifference  with 
which  I formerly  heard  of  thofe  of  Charles  Lucas,  apothecary.  I'hofe 
objects  were  indifferent  to  me,  becaufc  I thought  tliem  fo  to  Ireland ; 
and  I humbly  apprehended  that  the  only  point  in  quelliou  w'as  riie 
old  one,  who  ffiould  govern  the  governor.  But  now  I confefs  my 
indifference  ceafes,  and  my  aftonifliment  and  concern,  as  a fincere 
w^ell-wiflier  to  Ireland,  begin.  I cannot  comprehend  this  laft  point 
carried  by  five,  which  was  merely  national,  and  which  has  excited 
fuch  general  joy  and  drunkennefs ; and  I have  the  failing  of  all  little 
minds,  I am  apt  to  fufpedl  and  diflike  whatever  I do  not  tmderftand.  I 
know  nothing  of  the  arguments  on  either  fide,  nor  how  groundlefs, 
or  how  well  grounded,  they  may  fevcrally  be;  but  this  I know',  that 
the  difpute,  being  now  become  national,  mud  come  to  a decifion,  and 
how  favourable  to  Ireland  that  decifion  is  likely  to  be,  the  enemies  of 
Ireland  will,  I fear,  forefee  and  foretell  w'ith  pleafure.  I obferv'e 
that  whole  provinces  fi)lendidly  proclaim  in  the  news  pai>ers  the 
Bacchanals  they  have  lately  celebrated;  that  of  Mmifter  has  in  par- 
ticular favouretl  the  public  with  a lift  of  the  toafts,  in  which,  I think, 
I difeover  all  the  guards  of  prudence,  all  the  depths  of  ixjlicy,  and  all 
the  urbanity  of  refined  and  delicate  fatirc.  1 am  informed  too  that 
thefe  difputes  have,  to  a great  degree,  revived  that  antient,  Gothick, 
humane,  fenfible,  and  equitable  method  of  decifion  of  right  and 
wrong,  the  duellutn,  or  fingle  combat.  In  flioi  t,  you  are  all  in  a vio- 
lent fever,  not  without  fome  paroxyfms  of  delirium,  forw  luch  I fear 
your  father  in  law  and  my  fiiejtd  Dr.  Burry,  w hom  1 very  fincerely' 
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love  and  efteem,  has  no  ciu'e.  Pray  tell  him  that  1 do  not  take  this 
(to  ufe  our  terms  of  phyfic)  to  be  the  febricula,  or  flow  fever,  but  a 
high  and  inflammatory  one,  malt  moris,  and  fubjedl  to  exacerbations. 

Friends  may,  and  often  do,  among  themfelves,  laugh  and  quibble 
upon  fubjedls,  in  which  however  they  take  a very  ferious  part.  I 
have  done  fo  with  you,  though,  upon  my  word,  1 am  truly  afiedted 
with  the  prefent  fituation  of  affairs  in  Ireland,  from  which  I expcdt 
no  one  good,  but  fear  many  ill,  confequences.  Your  own  perfonal  fi- 
tuation at  Dublin,  I Ihould  imagine,  cannot  be  now  very  agreeable, 
and  therefore,  as  you  have,  for  fo  long  together,  difeharged  the  duties 
of  a diligent,  indefatigable  officer,  (and  hulband  too  I hope)  why 
fliould  you  not  come  over  here,  to  fee  your  uncle  and  other  friends  ? 
among  whom  you  will,  I can  affure  you,  fee  none  more  truly  and 
fincerely  fo,  than 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LXXXVI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  Mar.  7,  1754. 

SIR, 

A Long  and  painful  illnefs  has  hindered  me  froqi  thanking  you 
^ fooner  for  the  favour  of  your  letters,  which  contained  very  clear 
accounts  of  the  late  important  tranfadlions  in  Ireland.  However 
llrong  the  ferment  may  ftill  be,  I will  venture  to  affirm  that  it  muft 
and  will  fubfide  to  a certain  degree,  before  the  next  feffion  of  parlia- 
ment, I mean  with  regard  to  the  national  point.  It  is  not  tenable, 
and  upon  cooler  thoughts  will,  I am  convinced,  appear  fo  to  many 
of  thofe  who,  from  perfonal  piques  and  fudden  heat,  were  hurried 
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into  it.  I flare  anfwer  for  it  tlrat  the  fpeaker  himfelf  w ifltes  that  it 
had  never  been  ftirred,  and  I dare  fay  will  contrive  to  have  it  driv- 
ed in  the  next  Icfliun.  I am  furc  he  wilhes  well  to  Ids  country, 
and  upon  reflexion  he  mull  be  fenlible  that  a national  difpute  with 
England  uix>n  a point  lb  intirely  unfui>ported  by  either  law  or 
prudence,  can  by  no  means  ten<l  to  the  gooflof  Ireland.  Dr.  Barry, 
I know,  thinks  exajflly  as  1 do  upon  this  lubjedl,  and  I dare  fay 
will  admiiiifter,  wherevtT  he  is  confulted,  emollient,  quieting,  and 
cooling  medicines.  If  it  woidd  but  jileafe  God,  by  his  lightning, 
to  blaft  all  the  vines  in  the  world,  and  by  his  thunder  to  turn  all 
the  wines  now  in  Ireland  four,  as  I molt  fincerely  wifli  he  would, 
Ireland  would  enjoy  a degree  of  quiet  and  plenty  that  it  has  never 
yet  known.  By  the  way,  I am  not  fo  partial  neither  to  Ireland, 
as  not  to  pray  for  the  fame  bleffing  for  this  my  native  country’, 
notwithllanding  the  grief  and  defolation  which  I know  it  wouUlocca- 
fion  in  our  two  learned  univcrlitics,  the  body  of  our  clergy,  and 
among  our  knights  of  fliires,  burgefles,  8cc.  and  in  general  among 
all  thofe  worthy  honeft  gentlemen,  who  toaft  and  are  toafted.  But 
1 will  leave  thefe  public  confidcrations,  of  w hich  I am  a remote  and 
infignificant  fpedlator,  and  indulge  the  tender  fentiments  of  private 
friendfliip.  Is  it  pofllble  that  my  worthy  friend,  George  F.aulkner, 
can  even  for  a moment  have  feen  a vile  cudgel  impending  over  his 
head  ? Who  can  think  himfelf  lafe,  when  gravity  of  deportment, 
dignity  of  charadler,  candor,  impartiality,  and  even  a wooden  leg,  arc 
no  longer  a protedlion  ? This  rough  manner  of  treating  a man  of 
letters,  which  my  friend  mull  be  allowed  to  be,  implies  perhaps 
more  zeal  than  knowledge  ; at  leall  I never  met  with  it  among  the 
ennons  of  criticilm.  If  my  friend  difeovered  upon  this  occafion 
fome  degree  of  human  weaknefs,  his  other  half,  at  leall,  exerted  the 
undaunted  fpirit  of  a Roman  wife.  Why  is  Ihe  not  lady  Faulkner? 
And  why  are  they  not  blefled  with  a numerous  ilTue,  the  happy 
compound  of  their  father’s  Itoidlrn,  and  their  mother’s  heroifm  ? I 
have  had  feveral  parquets  from  my  friend  llnce  this  affair  hapj->ened, 
but  he  has  never  touched  upon  it,  prudently  obferving,  I in’efume, 
the  advice  of  Horace,  flua  defperes  trailata  nitefeere  pqffe,  relinquei 
(Whatever  cannot  be  improved  by  handling,  is  belt  let  alone.) 
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Are  there  no  hopes  of  feeing  you  in  England  this  fummer,  and 
have  you  any  of  getting  into  the  new  parliament  ? I lhall  take  a 
longer  journey  as  foon  as  the  feafon  will  give  me  leave,  for  1 
lhall  go  to  drink  the  waters  of  Aix-la-Chapclle  and  Spa,  in  hopes  of 
recovering  fome  degree  of  my  ftrength  and  fpirits,  which  my  late 
illnefs  robbed  me  of,  not  to  prolong  my  life,  for  which  1 alfiire  you 
I would  not  take  fo  much  trouble,  but  to  make  it  leis  burthenfome 
while  it  lafts.  Deafnels  alone  is  alufficient  misfortune,  but  weak- 
jicfs  and  difpiritednefs,  added  to  it,  complete  it.  From  fuch  a being 
as  I am,  this  letter  is  already  too  long,  anil  may  probably  infedl  you 
with  the  ennui,  which  the  writer  commonly  feels,  except  in  the  mo- 
ment in  which  he  affures  you  that  he  is,  with  the  greateft  truth, 

Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 

Pray,  make-my  compliments  to  my  good  friend  the  do<51or. 


LETTER  LXXXVIL 

TO  THE  SAME. 


London,  March  15, 

S IB, 

'’r'  H E inftallation  is  to  be  at  Windlbr  on  this  day  fortnight  the 
-*■  29b;  it  is  a fooliflr  piece  of  pageantry,  but  worth  feeing  once. 

The  ceremony  in  the  chapel  is  the  moll  folemn,  and  confequently 
the  fdlieft,  p.art  of  the  Ihow.  The  tickets  for  that  operation  are  the 
pretended  projKTty  of  the  dean  and  chapter.  1 will  take  care  to 
procure  you  one.  I will  alfo  try  to  procure  you  a ticket  for  the 
fcaft,  though  it  is  full  late.  There  you  will  dine  very  ill  and 
very  inconveniently,  but  liowever  with  the  comfort  of  hearing  the 
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ftyle  and  titles  of  the  puiflant  knights  proclaimed  hy  Garter  king  at 
arms.  1 take  it  for  granted  that  Mrs.  Irwine  is  to  he  of  your  Windibr 
party,  and  I will  endeavour  to  accommodate  you  both  as  far  as  I can. 
She  matle  you  too  favourable  a rej»rt  of  my  health  which  you  have 
too  eafdy  believed,  from  williing  it  true.  It  is  vegetation  at  moft, 
and  1 fliould  be  very  forry  if  my  fellow  vegetables  at  Blackheath 
were  not  in  a more  lively  and  promifing  (late  than 

Your  moft  faithful  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  LXXXVIII. 


To  the  Honourable  Colonel  Irwine. 


s 1 R, 


Indu.-inl,  Auguil  1761. 


I SHALL  be  moft  extremely  glad  to  fee  you  and  the  good  com- 
pany you  mention  to-mon'ow  at  dinner.  I have  not  fecn  the 
dexftor  fince  he  has  given  himfelf  up  to  women,  and  I was  afraid 
that  he  had  forgot  me. 

Mr.  Hutchinfon  * is  one  whom  1 have  wanted  long  to  fee,  more 
than  he  could  to  fee  me  ; but  what  is  the  worft  of  it  is,  that  I am 
in  the  cafe  of  » » * with  relation  to  him,  which  is,  that  I cannot 

fee  him,  without  his  feeing  me.  However,  you  will  let  him  know 
that  I have  been  dead  thel'e  tw'elve  years,  by  w ay  of  preparing  him 
to  fee  a mind  and  body  equally  decayed.  I am,  with  the  greateft 
truth  and  efteem. 


Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant. 


Chesterfield. 


Sunday  night. 


The  prefem  provoft  of  Trinity  College,  Diihlln. 
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LETTER  LXXXIX. 

TO  THE  SAME. 


BrUi,  Nov.  21,  1768. 


T BELIEVE,  my  - dear  general,  that  you  arc  the  firft  Englifli 
traveller  that  could  bring  teftimonials  from  Paris  of  having  kept 
good  company  there.  I know  the  reafon  of  it ; but  I will  not  tell 
you,  becaufe  I am  fure  you  know  it  yourfelf  as  well  as  1 do.  Our 
friend  feems  to  know  it  too,  and,  in  juftice  to  her,  1 fend  you 
here  inclofed  her  letter  which  you  brought.  In  feeing  my  old 
acquaintance,  the  marechal  de  Richelieu,  you  faw  without  exception 
the  greateft,  but  at  the  fame  time  the  prettied:,  coxcomb  in  Europe. 
To  be  fure,  he  did  not  fay  a word  of  Minorca,  Genoa,  or  lower 
Saxony.  Your  late  debate  about  Corfica  was  furcly  a very  idle  one. 
How  can  we  hinder  the  French  from  taking  Corfica,  but  by  a 
war  with  France  ? And  how  can  we  make  that  war  ? Where  can 
we  find  the  money  for  it  ? Where  can  we  find  a minifler  to  con- 
du£l  it  ? And  where  an  Eugene  or  a Marlborough  to  command  it  ? 
Do  not  put  the  Gentk  Sbfp/jerd  upon  me  for  all  thefe  noberes.  Be- 
fides,  I fear  there  is  a very  fore  place  in  this  affair.  What  will 
you,  gentlemen  of  the  lower  houfe,  do  with  Wilkes  the  defender  of 
our  liberty  ? Do  not  wonder  at  my  queftion,  for  I know  that  not 
a fortnight  ago  one  minilter  alked  another  that  very  queftion,  and 
was  anlwered,  1 do  not  know.  As  they  puzzled  tliemfelves  into 
this  difficulty,  1 confefs  I waitt  to  fee  hosv  they  will  puzzle  themfeh*cs 
out  of  it.  **•**•*'**'*•**  o*® 

My  old  kinfman  and  coteniporary  * is  at  laft  deail,  and  for  the 
firft  time  quiet.  He  had  the  ftart  of  me  at  his  birth  by  one  year 
and  two  months,  and  1 think  we  ftiall  obferve  the  fame  diftance  at 
our  burial.  I own  I feel  for  his  cleath,  not  becaufe  it  will  be 
my  turn  next,  but  becaufe  1 knew  him  to  be  very  good-natured. 


* Thomas  Holies,  duke  of  Ncwcafile. 
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and  his  hands  to  be  extremely  clean,  and  even  too  ckan  if  that 
were  poflible ; for,  after  all  the  great  offices,  which  he  had  held  for 
fifty  years,  he  tiled  three  hundred  thoniand  pounds  poorer  than  he 
was  when  he  firft  came  into  them.  A very  unminifterial  proceed- 
ing ! It  is  a common  obfervation,  that  blind  people  are  apt  to  be 
talkative,  and  it  is  no  lefs  true  (as  you  find  to  your  coft)  that  deaf 
jicoplc  are  apt  to  be  -wntative;  but  I am  only  fo  quoad  bunc,  and 
from  a defire  of  expreffing  the  true  friendfhip  and  efteem  with 
which  I am 


Your  moft  faithful  humble  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XC. 


SIR, 


TO  THE  SAME. 


Bitb,  Nov.  1768. 


IJ  O \V  can  u»  mylord  jjnglois  anftver  a letter  frappee  au  com 
bon  ton  de  Paris,  (that  bears  the  ftamp  of  the  Paris  bon  Ion) 
where  flattery  pafles  only  for  common  civility?  I muft  content  myfelf 
with  telling  you,  in  homc-fpim  Englifii,  that  I thank  you  heartily 
for  your  letter  wliicli  I received  yeftenlay  ; and  though  I know  you 
•flatter  me,  1 am  extremely  plcafed  with  your  thinking  me  worth  your 
flattery.  ‘Pu  m'aduJi,  nia  tu  mi  piaci,  (you  flatter  me,  but  you  pleafe 
me)  is  a veiy  true  Italian  laying,  which  felf-love,  if  fincere,  would 
confefs. 

Conway’s  motion  was  the  only  fenfible  one  that  could  be  made, 
now  that  tlic  people  called  minifters  (as  the  news  papers  call 
the  Quakers)  have  bungled  themfelves  into  a fituation  of  not  being 
able  to  do  any  thing  quite  right.  * 

1 am  much  obliged  to  you,  and  through  you  to  Madame  de 
■Choiletiil,  ifor  communicating  to  me  the  verl'es  of  the  chevalier  de 
Bouflers ; they  arc  exceedingly  pretty,  and,  had  you  not  told  me 
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the  author,  1 fhould  have  miftaken  them  for  Voltaire’s,  a miilakc 
which  no  author  could  have  reafon  to  take  ill.  The  9th  line  is 
extremely  pretty,  though  not  quite  new;  but  the  laft  line  of  all  is  new, 
true,  and  wontlerfully  delicate,  perhaps  too  delicate  for  our  folid 
found  cladical  judges  to  relilh,  who  will  call  it  French  iinfel. 

I will  abruptly  wilh  you  good  night;  and  am 

Your  moft  faithful  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XCI. 

T O T H E S .\  M E. 

Blackhcath,  AuguA  6,  1769. 

SIR, 

T AM  extremely  obliged  to  you  for  the  favour  of  your  letter;  it 
informs  me  of  an  event  which  I fhould  hardly  have  believed 
from  a lefs  authentic  hand  than  yours.  The  Journey  to  Wootton 
feems  to  confirm  the  reunion  of  the  triumvirate  ; but  ftill  it  is  a 
triumvirate,  and  a triumvirate  confifts  of  three,  who,  without  an 
Athanafian  unity,  which  is  not  to  be  expedled,  will  be  fubjedl  to 
acciilents  and  jealoufies.  This  I am  fure  of,  that  it  is  the  intereft  of 
all  the  three  to  keep  rtridlly  united.  It  will  alarm  the  adminiftration  ; 
but  ftill  I think  they  will  hold  it  out  another  year,  by  certain  ways 
and  means,  which  the  payment  of  the  civil  debts  will  enable  them 
to  put  in  praclice,  and  you  well  know  that  the  votes  in  both  the 
charte  houfes  of  parliament  are  counted,  not  weighed.  Another 
thing  will  be  of  ule  to  the  adminiftration,  which  is,  that  fadtious 
and  feditious  fpirit  that  has  appeared  of  late  in  petitions,  aflb- 
ciations,  8cc.  which  ftiocks  all  fober  thinking  people,  and  will  hinder 
them  from  going  fo  far  as  otherwife  they  would  have  gone.  At 
the  latter  end  of  king  Charles  the  fecond’s  reign,  the  two  bellige- 

rant 
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rant  parties  remonftratctl  and  addreffed,  ujxjn  which  my  grand-fa- 
ther Halifax  told  the  king,  that  the  remonllrants  I’pit  in  his  face, 
and  that  the  addreflers  fpit  in  his  mouth.  The  livery  petition  feems 
to  be  of  the  former  kind.  But  enough  of  ix)litics,  which,  from 
long  difufe,  and  feeing  them  at  prdent  only  remotely  and  through 
a mift,  I muft  necellarily  talk,  abfunlly  about. 

As  to  my  own  decayetl  carcafe,  which  you  fo  kindly  inquire 
after,  I can  only  tell  you  that  it  crumbles  aw-ay  daily ; my  eyes  are 
ftill  fo  bad,  that  they  are  of  little  ufe  to  a deaf  man,  who  lived  by 
reading  alone  ; many  other  phyfical  ills  croud  upon  me,  and  I have 
drained  Pantlora’s  box,  w ithout  finding  hope  at  the  bottom.  The 
taxes  that  nature  lays  upon  old  age  arc  very  heavy ; and  1 would  ra- 
ther that  death  would  diftrain  at  once,  than  groan  longer  under  the 
burthen. 

Pray,  how  have  1 defended  fome  compliments  in  your  letter  T 
I cannot  recollect  that  I have  ever  oftended  you  ; I never  made 
you  any  compliments,  and.l  am  fure  that  I do  not  make  you  one 
now,  when  1 aflure  you  that  I am,  with  the  trueft  cftcein  and 
friendlhip. 

Your  molt  faithful  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 

Pray,  make  my  compliments  to  tutti  quanti  where  you  arc,  with 
w horn  1 have  pafl'ed  the  molt  agreeable  time  of  my  life  formerly 
at  Stowe. 


£68  LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


LETTER  XC1I»- 


From  Dr.  Swift  to  the  Earl  of  Chesterfield. 


November  lO,  1730. 


MY  LORD, 

J WAS  pofitively  advifed  by  a friend,  whofe  opinion  has  much 
weight  with  me,  and  who  has  a great  veneration  for  your  lord- 
flrip,  to  venture  a letter  of  follicitation  : and  it  is  the  firfl  requeft  of 
this  kind  that  I ever  made,  fince  the  public  changes,  in  times,  jx;r- 
fons,  meafures,  and  opinions,  drove  me  into  diftance  and  obfeurity. 

There  is  an  honeft  man,  whofe  name  is  Launcelot ; he  has 
been  long  a fervant  to  my  lord  SuflTcx : he  married  a relation  of 
mine,  a widow,  with  a tolerable  jointure  ; which,  depending  upon 
a leafe  which  the  duke  of  Grafton  fnffereil  to  expire  about  three 
years  ago,  funk  half  her  little  fortune.  Mr.  Launcelot  had  many 
promifes  from  the  duke  of  Dorfet,  while  his  grace  held  that  office 
which  is  now  in  your  lordlliip  +;  but  they  all  failed,  after  the  ufual 
fate  that  the  bulk  of  court-fuiters  mull  expeiSt. 

I am  very  fenlible  that  I have  no  manner  of  claim  to  the  leall 
favour  frenn  your  lordffiip,  whom  I have  hardly  the  honor  to  be 
known  to,  although  you  were  always  pleafed  to  treat  me  with 
much  humanity,  and  with  more  diftinclion  than  1 could  pretend  to 
deferve.  1 am  likewife  confeious  of  that  demerit  which  1 have  largely 
lliared  with  all  thofe  who  concerned  themfelvcs  in  a court  and  mi- 
niftry,  whofe  maxims  and  proceedings  have  been  ever  fince  fo  much 
exploded.  But  your  lordffiip  wdll  grant  me  leave  to  fay,  that,  in 
thofe  times,  when  any  perfons  of  the  ejected  party  came  to  court, 
and  were  of  tolerable  confequence,  they  never  failed  to  fucceed  in 
any  rcafonable  requeft  they  made  for  a friend.  And,  when  I fome- 


• Thougb  ihcfc  ihrcc  letters  have  been  printed  already,  yet  as  they  are  fo  charafterlftic, 
and  do  fo  much  honor  to  our  noble  author,  it  was  thought  not  improper  to  detach  them  from 
the  voluminous  colieflion,  in  which  they  arc  difperfed,  to  unite  them  in  this, 
f The  carl  of  Chdlcrficld  was  then  lord  Aeward  of  his  roajcAy^s  houfcliold. 
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times  added  tny  poor  folidtations,  1 ufed  to  quote  the  then  nii- 
niiiers  a palTage  in  the  Gofpel,  tbe  poor  (meaning  thdr  own  de- 
X>endents)  you  have  akoays  zuifA  you,  Sec. 

This  is  the  ftrongeft  argument  I have,  to  intreat  your  lordfliip’s 
favour  for  Mr  LauncekM,  who  is  a perfect  honeR  man,  and  as  loyal 
as  you  coukl  wiib.  Hi*' wife,  my  near  relation,  has  been  my  fa- 
vourite from  her  youth,,  and  as  deferving  as  it  is  poflible  for  one  of  her 
level.  It  is  underlhxxl,  that  fome  little  employments  about  the 
court  may  be  often  in  your  lordlhip’s  difpofal ; and  that  my  lord 
Sullex  will  give  Mr.  Ltruncelot  the  cluradfer  he  deferves  : and  then 
let  my  petition  be  (to  fpeak  in  my  own  trade)  a drop  in  the  bucket. 

Remember,  my  lord„  that,  although  this  letter  be  long,  yet  what 
particularly  concerns  my  requeft  is  but  of  a few  lines.. 

I fhall  not  congratulate  with,  your  lordfhip  upon  any  of  your' 
prefent  great  employments,  or  upon-  the  greateft  that  can  pollibly 
be  given  to  you.;  becaufe  yon  are  one  of  thole  very  few,  who  do 
more  honor  to  a court,  than,  you  can  poflibly  receive  from  it,, 
which  I take  to  be  a greater  compliment  to  a court  than  it  is  to  youir 
Ibrdlhip- 

L am,. 

My  lord,  See.. 


LETTER  XCm.. 

From  die  Earl.of  Chesterfisld  to>  Dodfor 

Hafue,  Dec.  15,  N.  S.  ijjp. 

S I Kj, 

^T^OU  need  not  have  made  any  excofetoineibriyoiirlblicitationt 
on  the  contrary,  I am  proud  of  being  the  firft.perfon,  to. 
whom-  you.  have  thought- it  worth  the  while  to  aj^ly  fince  thofe. 
changes,  which,  you  fay,  drove  you-into  diftance  and  obfeurity..  1< 
very  well  know  the  perfun  you  recommend.to^me,  having  lodged 
You  IL  4 D ' at 
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at  his  houfe  a W'holc  fummer  at  Richmond.  I hare  always  heanl 
a very  good  charailer  of  him,  whidi  alone  would  incline  me  to 
ferve  liim ; but  your  recommendation,  I can  allure  you,  wttl  make 
me  impatient  to  do  it.  However,  that  he  may  not  agddn  meet  svith 
the  common  fate  of  court-fuitors,  nor  1 lie  tinder  the  impntataon  Of 
making  cotirt-promifes,  I wiR  exadUy  etcplain  to  you  how  far  it  is 
•likely  I may  be  able  to  ferve  him. 

When  firft  I had  this  office,  I took  the  refolutiOn  of  turning  out 
noboily ; fo  that  I fliall  only  have  the  di^xtfal  “Of  thdfe  traces,  that 
-the  death  of  the  prefent  iWflbflbfS  will  procure  me.  Some  old  fer- 
vants,  that  have  ferv'ed  me  long  and  faithfully,  have  obtained  the 
promifes  of  the  firft  four  or  five  vacancies  ; and  the  carty  Iblicita- 
tions  of  feme  of  my  particular  fiiends  have  tied  me  down  for  about 
its  many  more.  But,  after  having  fatisfied  thefe  engagements,  I do 
affiire  you,  Mr.  Launcelot  lliall  be  my  firft  care.  I oonfofe,  his 
profpedl  is  more  remote  than  I coiRd  have  wilhed  it ; but  as  it  is 
fo  remote,  he  tvill  not  have  the  uncafinCfs  of  a difappointment,  if  he 
gets  nothing ; and  if  he  gets  fomething,  we  ffiall  both  be  pleafed. 

As  for  his  political  principles,  I am  in  no  maimer  of  pain  about 
them.  Were  he  a Tory,  I would  venture  to  ferve  him,  in  the  juft 
' expeilation  that,  Ihould  I ever  be  charged  with  having  preferred  a 
Tory,  the  perfon,  who  was  the  author  of  my  crime,  would  like- 
wife  be  the  author  of  my  vindication. 

I am,  with  real  efteem, 

SIR, 

Your  moft  obedient  hnmble  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XCIV.  . . 

From  Dean  SvfiFT- »o  tLe  Earl  of  CwesTEnv  iex-d. 

JinujTT  5,  1730-1. 

mr  LORD,  . I . 

1 RETURN  yow  loi'40up  my  moft  humWe  tlvmks  fbr  the 
honor  aicKl  favofur  of  yow  letter,  ai^l  Uefure  your  jnftkc  to  beHeve, 
that,  in  writing  to  you  a fecond  time,  I have  no  defign  of  giving  you 
a fecond  trouble.  My  only  end  at  prclent  is  to  beg  your  pardon' 
for  a fault  of  ignorance,  f PUg^  to  have  remembered,  that  the  arts 
of  courts  are  hke  thofe  of  play;  where,  if  the  moft  expert  be 
abfent  for  a few  months,  the  whole  fyftem  is  fo  changed,  that  he 
bath  uo  t9pre  IbiU  than  a new  heginaer.  Yet  1 cannot  but  willi, 
that  your  lordfhip  had  plealed  to  forgive  one,  who  has  been  an 
utter  ftranger  to  public  life  above  fixteen  years.  Bufly  Rabutin 
himfelf,  the  politeft  perfon  of  his  age,  when  he  w as  recalled  to 
court  after  a long  baniftiment,  appeared  ridiculous  there  : and  what 
could  I expefl  from  my  antiquated  manner  of  addrefling  your  lonl- 
ftiip  in  the  prime  of  your  life,  in  the  height  of  fortune,  favour,  and 
merit ; fo  diftinguilhed  by  your  aftive  Ipirit,  and  greatnefs  of  your 
genius  ? I do  here  rejTeat  to  your  lordfhip,  that  1 lay  the  fault  of 
my  mifconduift  entirely  on  a friend,  whom  1 exceedingly  love  and 
efteem,  whom  I dare  not  name,  and  who  is  as  bail  a courtier  by 
nature  as  I am  grown  by  w'ant  of  pra61ice.  God  forbid  that  your 
lordfhip  fhould  continue  in  an  employment,  however  great  ami 
honorable,  where  you  only  can  be  an  ornament  to  the  court  fo 
long,  until  you  have  an  opportunity  to  provide  offices  for  a dozen 
low  people,  like  the  poor  man,  whom  1 took  the  liberty  to  mention ! 
And  God  forbid,  that,  in  one  particular  branch  of  the  king’s  family, 
there  fhould  ever  be  fuch  a mortality,  as  to  take  aw'ay  a dozen 
of  meaner  fervants  in  lefs  than  a dozen  years ! 

Give  me  leave,  in  further  exsufe  of  my  weaknefs,  to  confefs,  that 
befides  fome  hints  from  my  friends,  your  lordihip  is  in  great  mea- 
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fure  to  blame,  for  your  obliging  manner  of  treating  me  in  every 
place  where  I had  the  honor  to  (ee  you  ; which  I acknowledge  to 
have  been  a diftinftion  that  I had  not  the  leaft  pretence  to,  and  con* 
fequently  as  little  to  ground  upon  it  the  requeil  of  a favour. 

As  I am  an  utter  ftranger  to  the  prefent  forms  of  the  world,  I 
have  imagined  more  than  once,  that  your  lordlhip’s  proceeding 
with  me,  may  be  a refinement  introduced  by  yourfelf : and  that 
as,  in  my  time,  the  moft  folemn  and  frequent  promifes  of  great 
men  ufually  failed,  again  ft  all  probable  appearances,  fo  that  fingle 
flight  one  of  your  lordfhip  may,  by  your  generous  nature,  early 
fucceed  againft  all  vifible  impoflibilities  (aj. 

1 am.  See 


f And  fo  it  did  ; lord  Cheftcrfield  klTing  (bon  foand  an  -epportanitjr  of  pravWflg  for  tbe 
peiibn  ncomineaded  by  Dean  Swift.  , _ 
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O/ATCJE  the  printing  of  the  foregoing  Jbeets,  the  originals  of  the 
^ letters  front  the  earl  of  Cbejlerjield  to  tbe  bi/bop  of  tVaterford, 
wbicb  were  miffing,  have  been  found  and  fent  from  Dublin ; fo  that 
I am  now  in  pqffieffion  of  tbe  whole  of  that  interejling  correfpondence, 
'fbe  notes,  therefore  (p,  534.  and  p.  536.^,  by  wbicb  tbe  fuppofed 
deficiency  of  tbe  originals  was  attempted  to  be  accounted  for,  art 
become  ufelefs,  and  ought  to  be  cancelled. 

I am  bappf  in  tbe  opportunity  of  terminating  this  volume  by  corn- 
municating  to  tbe  public  tbe  three  following  letters,  from  lord 
Cbejlerjield  to  lord  Stair,  wbicb  were  fent  to  me  in  tbe  nuffi  obliging 
manner  by  a perfon  of  diJlinSion  in  Scotland,  wbofe  name  / am  not 
at  liberty  to  mention,  but  whom  I dejire  to  accept  my  public  thanks 
for  this  favor.  Hey  are  of  fucb  a nature  as  to  make  me,  and  / 
truji,  every  one  of  my  readers,  regret  that  there  are  fo  few  of 
them. 
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To  the  Earl  of  Stair. 


I.oiKlon,  Sept.  3,  1739. 

MY  LORP, 

"D  Y the  return  of  the  meflcnger,  by  whom  I received  the  favor 
of  your  letter,  with  the  inclofed  jiapers,  I writ  to  Jord  -Maroh- 
mont  my  fwor  fentiments  upon  the  points  in  queftiop.  I.thouglrt 
it  the  fame  as  writing  to  you;  but  chofe  to  dire£t  it^rather  to  him, 
becaufe  the  melTenger  told  me,  he  fliould  fee  him  firft.  I flrall 
fay  no  more  now,  by  the  common  port,  upon  that  fubjedt,  thap 
that  I thought  the  firft  part  of  tlie  plan  extremely  right;  .but  tlip 
latter  part  rather  Ul-timcd  now,  and  would  not  have  tlxe  effedt 
propofed  or  hoped  for.  What  do  you  fay  to  the  vigor  of  quy 
adminiftration } The  fleeping  lion  is  roufetl ; and  p hundred  apd 
twenty  men  of  war  now  in  commillion,  and  forty  thoufand  land 
forces  in  England,  will  fhew  our  enemies  abroad,  that  they  have 
prefumed  too  much  and  too  long  uixm  lir  Robert’s  pacific  temper. 
I fay  this  on  the  fuppofition  and  hopes  that  thefe  laiul  forces  are 
only  railed  againft  our  common  enemies  abroad,  and  not  againft  fir 
Robert’s  enemies  at  home;  though  I know  which  I rbclieve.  It  is 
rejxirted  too,  but  I don’t  know  with  what  grounds,  tliat  this  parlia- 
ment is  this  feffion  to  be  continued  feven  years  longer,  upon 
pretence  that,  in  this  time  of  danger,  the  nation  is  not  in  a projxir 
temper  to  meet  and  chufe  new  reprefentatives.  Violent  as  this  ftep 
may  feem,  I cannot  think  it  is  totally  improbable,  when  I combine 
feveral  circumftances ; but  this  I know,  that,  if  it  is  t.aken,  there  is 
an  end  of  us,  I mean  conftitutionally.  Your  vifit  to  Ireland  is  a 
fign  of  your  gexx!  health  and  fpirits,  which  I rejoice  at,  and  will) 
you  the  king  continuance  of,  as  much  as  any  man  uixin  eartli  can 
do,  being,  I am  fure,  as  much  as  any  man  upon  earth  cap  be. 

My  dear  lord. 

Your  moft  faithful  hiunble  fcrc'ant,  . , 

Chesterfield. 
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Loniion,  Dec  3,  1739; 

MT  DEAR  LORD, 

CiNCE  I troubled  you  laft,  I have  three  letters  from  you  to 
^ acknowledge.  As  to  the  two  firft,  you  will  have  heard  from  all 
your  friends  here,  that  the  D.  of  A.  is  by  no  means  as  yet  ripe  fo 
come  into  any  of  thofe  propofitions.  I both  think  and  hope  he 
will  by  next  year;  but,  in  the  mean  time,  he  muft  be  ftroked  and 
not  fpurred.  The  plan  incloled  in  your  letter,  which  I received- 
yefterday,  is,  in  my  opinion,  a peefedt  right  One,  and  is  now  followed 
by  many  corporations  in  England,  in  their  inftru6lions  to  their 
members;  and  ought  to  have  been  fo  by  all  the  counties,  if  thofe, 
who  at  the  end  of  laft  feffion  of  parliament  undertook  that  pro- 
vince, had  not  either  carelel'sly  or  wilfully  neglected  it  till  the  aftizes 
were  over,  which  has  now  made  it  impoflible  for  this  year.  The 
biU,  to  limit  the  number  of  placemen  in  parliament,  is  to  be  brought 
in  after  the  holidays,  and  will,  I fuppofe,  be  as  foon  rejedted;  after 
which,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  print  the  names  of  thofe  who  voted 
for  or  againft  it ; and  then  frelh  inftrudlions  from  every  county  or 
borough,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  wherever  they  can  be 
obtained,  and,  I believe,  they  may  from  almoft  every  county,  and  a 
great  majority  of  the  boroughs  will  come  with  ftill  greater  weight 
next  year.  As  for  poftponhig  the  money  bills  till  fuch  a bill  be 
agreed  to,  which  is  what  you  propofe,  and  what  is  likewife  men- 
tioned in  the  inftmdtions  of  the  dty  of  London,  I find  that  will  not 
do;  becaulc,  to  tell  you  the  plain  truth,  many  of  the  oppofition  dd 
not  in  their  hearts  greatly  relilh  the  plate  bill  hfelf,  which  they 
think  ought  prove  a clog  upon  their  own  adminiftration,  and  they 
will  by  no  naeanS'  hear  of  any  thing  like  a tack,  or  a jwftponinjg  o£ 
money  bills.  If  the  whole  oppofition  meant  the  fame  thing  as 
you  aa4 1 would  moft  certainly  entertain  this  meafure,  which 
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is  the  only  one  that  can  recover  the  confUtution;  all  others  are  but 
temporary  palliatives:  for  while  the  houlcs  of  lords  and  commons 
are  abfolutcly  in  the  power  of  the  crown,  as  they  vifibly  now  are, 
we  have  no  conftinition,  and  the  crow'n  alone  is,  without  a myftery, 
the  three  branches  of  the  Icgiflature.  But  unfortunately,  I doubt, 
this  is  what  many  people  delire  as  heartily  as  you  and  I wifli  the 
contrary.  Sir  Robert’s  health  is  thought  to  be  very  precarious,  and 
there  are  many  of  us  who  already  anticipate  in  their  thoughts  the 
joyful  moment,  which  they  think  not  remote,  of  coming  into  power; 
and  confequently,  far  from  defiring  to  make  fliackles  for  themfelves, 
arc  rather  willing  to  continue  thofe  upon  the  people  which  fir 
Robert  has  forged  for  them.  This,  I own,  is  a melancholy  cafe; 
but  I fear  it  is  too  much  the  cafe.  The  perfons  you  allude  to, 
tliat  you  think  might  be  prevailed  with  to  a£l  againft  fir  Robert,  are 
not  to  be  moved.  They  have  been  tried,  and  their  ow'n  interell  in 
fo  doing  has  been  manifeftly  fliewn  them,  but  to  no  purpoft.  They 
confider  money  as  their  only  intereft,  and  would  not  venture  the 
fufpenfion  of  a quarter’s  falary,  to  fave  the  whole  nation.  This,  my 
dear  lord,  is  our  wretched  lituation,  from  w'hence,  1 think,  little 
good  can  arife.  Union  among  ourfclvcs  cannot  be  exiiccted,  w here 
our  views  arc  fo  widely  different.  This  fir  Robert  knows,  and 
triumphs  in.  1 ilefpair  of  either  doing  good  or  feeing  any  done ; 
yet,  while  I live,  I affure  you,  I will  endeavour  it.  I w ilh  my 
country  well,  and  upon  that  principle  alone  mull  wifli  you  lb; 
but  many  other  confiderations  concur  to  make  me  honor  and  efteem 
you  as  I do,  and  to  form  that  attaclvment  and  friendfliip  w'ith  which 
I fliall  ever  be. 


My  dear  lord, 

Moll  faithfully  yours, 

Chesterfiei.». 
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LETTER  XCVII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

MY  DEAR  LORD, 

T WISH  1 hail  any  thing  better  than  thanks  to  return  you  for 
your  feveral  letters,  but  unfortunately  I can  fend  you  no 
accounts  from  hence,  that  I can  write  or  you  read  with  fatisfadtion. 
The  opiwfition  is  in  truth  become  no  opjwlition  at  all;  is  looked 
upon  already  in  that  light  by  the  court,  and,  I am  afraid,  will  foon 
be  fo  by  the  whole  nation.  The  views  of  the  individuals  are  too 
different  for  them  to  draw  together.  Some  few  mean  the  public 
good,  and  they  are  for  adting  and  pufhing  of  conftitutional  mea- 
fures ; but  many  more  mean  only  their  private  intereft,  and  they 
think  public  inadlion  and  fecret  negociations  the  moft  conducive  to 
it.  They  confider  lir  Robert’s  life  as  a bad  one,  and  defire,  by  their 
fubmiflion  and  tamenefs,  to  recommend  themfelves  to  be  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs.  The  court,  they  fay,  is  too  ftrong  to  be  overcome  by 
oppofition;  that  is,  in  truth,  they  think  it  would  be  too  ftrong  for 
their  impatience  for  power  upon  any  terms.  In  this  diftradted  ftate 
of  the  oppofition,  you  will  not  be  furprized  that  nothing  is  done, 
and  that  the  court  triumphs.  Thofe  of  your  friends  here,  with 
whom  1 am  connedted,  wilh,  as  I do,  many  things  which  it  is  not 
in  our  power  to  bring  about,  and  which  would  only  difeover  our 
weaknefs  to  attempt.  My  only  hopes  are  from  the  fpirit  of  the 
nation  in  the  next  eledlion,  where,  if  we  exert,  I think  there  are 
hopes  of  having  a better  parliament  than  this.  In  your  part  of  the 
kingdom  more  may  be  done  with  effedt  in  that  affair  than  in  this 
part,  where  the  influence  of  the  court  is  more  powerful ; and  I hope,  * 
therefore,  you  will  all  exert  at  that  laft  ftruggle  for  our  conftitution. 

We  are  to  have  here  next  week  a general  meeting,  to  fettle  the 
cledlions  for  the  next  parliament,  in  which,  I make  no  doubt,  -but 
thofe  who  have  ruined  the  oppofition  will  ufe  tlieir  endeavours  to 
fruftrate  this  defign  too;  but  ftill,  I hope,  it  will  have  fome  good 
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effei£t,  though  to  be  fure  not  fo  good  a one  as  if  we  all  meant  the 
fame  thing.  The  place  bill  comes  in  on  Tuelilay  next,  and  will  be 
thrown  out  the  fame  day.  Some  of  our  patriots  will  rant  that  day, 
par  tnanicre  d'acquil,  by  pcrmillion  from  the  court,  and  then  the 
felfion  is  ended.  I fliewcd  your  pajx;r  uiwu  that  l'ubje£f  to  fonio 
of  my  friends,  who  will  endeavour  to  make  what  ufe  they  can 
of  it. 

Your  old  friend  lord  Cathcart  kifled  the  king's  hand  yefterdav, 
for  the  command  of  the  intended  exjxidition.  Some  fay  it  is  againll 
Cuba;  others,  againft  Buenos  Ayres;  but  none  know,  and  the  iecrct 
is  inviolably  kept.  For  my  own  part,  wherever  it  is  intended, 
I have  a very'  bad  opinion  of  the  fuccefs  of  it,  when  I know  that 
nobody  capable  of  forming  a right  plan  has  been  confulted  in  if, 
and  that  no  officer  able  to  conduct  it  is  well  enough  at  court  to  be 
employed  in  it. 

As  I have  writ  all  this  to  you  a coeur  ouvert,  I beg  it  may  go  no 
further,  it  being  better  that  the  real  wretched  Rate  of  the  oppolition 
fhould  not  be  univerfally  known,  though,  I fear,  it  is  but  too  well 
gueffed  at.  It  might  difeourage,  and  could  do  no  good. 

If  all  meant  as  well  as  you  do,  I fitould,  w ith  more  hoi)es  and 
better  fpirits,  take  w hat  little  part  1 am  able ; but  I confefs  that,  in 
the  prefent  fituation  of  things,  I rather  content  myfelf  with  not 
doing  ill,  than  hope  to  do  any  good.  I will  keep  my  confcience  and 
my  character  clear,  wifh  what  I fhould,  and  do  w'hat  I can,  et  pour 
le  rejle,  alors  comme  alors.  But  in  all  fituations,  pleafed  and  proud 
of  being  reckoned  in  the  number  of  thofe  who  love  and  value  you 
as  you  deferve,  and  who  wifli  you  in  a condition  of  doing  your 
country  all  the  good  you  are  both  fo  defirous  and  fo  able  to  do  it. 
Adieu,  my  dear  lonl;  believe  me, 

Moft  faitlifully  yours. 


Chesterfield. 
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THE  SECOND  VOLUME. 


A. 

'jfti  0 LP  HAT  I (mo&iin).  Ill  fuc- 
oefs  of,  p.  I lo. 

A/iiasofU  (a  tragedy).’  Written  by  Ma- 
dame de  Bocage,  345,  in  the  note. 

Angola  (a  noTcl).  Acoouni  of,  320,  and 
in  the  note. 

Ann  (queen).  Sate  of  affairs  in  England 
at  her  death,  la. 

Anli-Lacreliui  (a  poem).  Lord  Chefter- 
field’s opinion  of  it,  64.  Account  of 
the  author,  ditto,  in  the  note. 

B. 

Baiiole.  Lord  Chc(ferfield*s  houfc  at 
Blackheatb,  why  fo  called,  62,  in  the 
note.  Defcription  of,  118.  Changes 
its  name  to  LillUCbarIrai/i,  230. 

SatatcUe.  Country-houfe  near  Paris,, 
belonging  to  Madame  de , 62. 

Bath  Waters.  Their  utility  in  dilbrders 
of  the  hear!  and  Doinach,  480. 

Bentinck  (Count).  Account  of,  363,  and 
in  the  note.  Appointed  with  prince 
Kaunitz  to  fettle  the  affairs  at  Bruffels, 
394,  and  in  the  note. 

Btuningen  (Van).  Singular  anecdote  of, 

358. 

Aacii^r  (Madame  de).  Account  of,  j 54, 
in  the  note.  242,  in  the  note. 

Btehal  (Mr.  de).  Account  of,  3 id,  in 
the  note.  317,  and  in  the  note.  . 


Bolhtgbroie  (Lord).  AffliAed  with  a can- 
cerous diforder  in  his  check,  1 84.  His 
death,  190. 

Bolla  D’ Adorno  (Marquis).  Account  of, 
375,  and  in  the  note. 

BougamvUie  (Mr.).  Account  of,  107, 
in  the  note. 

Boudoir,  A room  in  lord  Cheflerfield’s. 
houfe  fo  called,  90. 

Bmtser,  Efq;  (Archibald).  Not  a true 
conrert,  451. 

Bren/es  (Monf.  de).  319,  and  in  the 
note. 

Brijiol  (Earl  oQ.  Appointed  enroy  to 
Turin  in  the  room  of  the  earl  of  Roch- 
ford,  4t5. 

Bujjfy  (Le  Comte  de).  Account  of,  220, 
in  the  note.  339,  and  in  the  note. 

Byng  (Admiral).  His  difagreeable  fitua- 
tien  deferibed,  436. 

C. 

Catiline  (a  tragedy).  Criticifms  upon  ir, 
102,  104.  ' 

Centurions  (Marquis).  Charaffer  of,  1 1 2, 
113. 

Chenevix  (Rer.  Dr.  now  bilhop  of  Water, 
ford).  Letters  of  the  earl  of  Chef, 
terfield  to  him,  459  to  540.  His  dif- 
appointment  of  the  firing  of  St.Olayc’s 
Southwark,  4dt,  and  in  the  note.  Is 
refufed  the  bilbopric  of  Clon&rt,  464. 
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Kcafons  yven  for  that  rcfnfal,  41S41  in 
the  note.  Is  made  bifhop  of  Killaloe, 
465.  A charitable  fchcine  feton  foot 
by  him  for  afifordinfi  a refuge  to  French 
protertants  inircland,  4 7i,-47Z.  De  ith 
of  his  wife,  47  3,  in  the  note.  Account 
of  his  Ton’s  death,  540. 

Cbf/lrr/fhl  (F.arl  of).  His  letters  to  riie 
Rev.  Mr.  Jouneau,  from  2 to  10.  His 
account  of  his  Rudies,  and  way  of 
fpending  his  time  at  Cambrige,  6. 
His  opinion  of  the  Rate  of  afhtit*  in 
England  at  the  death  of  queen  Ann, 
12.  His  letter  to  Mr.  Crebillon,  32. 
His  opinion  of  Voltaire’s  tragedy  of 
Mahomet,  34.  His  Letter  to  Madame 
de  Tencin,  recommending  Mrs.  CIc- 
land,  36,  &c.  His  corrcfpondencc 
with  a lady  of  high  ranit  and  great 
accompliOimenrs  at  Faris,  whufe  name 
is  concealed,  from  44  to  240.  His 
criticifms  on  Voltaire’s  poetical  de- 
fcripcion  of  the  battle  of  Fomenoy, 
46.  Introduces  his  fon  to  the  lady 
whom  he  writes  to,  48.  Mentions  bis 
defign  of  fending  him  to  Paris  at  four- 
teen years  of  age,  under  the  care  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Hartc,  ditto.  His  af- 
feflion  for  his  fon,  52.  His  plan  of 
education  for  him,  ditto.  His  femi- 
ments  about  the  peace,  and  the  nego- 
tiations at  Breda,  58.  Hit  realbns  for 
refigning  the  office  of  faerctary  of  Rate, 
70.  His  accoiUK  of  the  peace,  and  of 
the  cxpcnces  of  the  war,  76.  78.  His 
opinion  of  the  Pernvian  letters,  82. 
His  defeription  of  a room  in  his  houfe 
called  a bmJeir,  or  pouting-room,  90. 
His  account  of  a book  called  les 
Moeurs,  which  he  fuppofed  to  be  writ- 
ten by  Montcfquieu,  92.  His  opinion 
of  the  French  theatre,  98.  Mentions 
the  death  of  his  brother  the  Hon.  John 
Stanhope,  too.  His  criticifms  upon 
Crcbillon’s  tragedy  of  Catiline,  102. 
104.  Mis  opinion  of  a tragedy  called 
Dionyfius  the  Tyrant,  written  by  Mr. 
Marmoniel,  106.  His  opinion  of  the 
tranOacion  of  Anti  - Lacredus,  108. 
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ITis  opinion  of  the  Marquis  de  Centu- 
rioni,  112,  113.  His  account  of  the 
earthquake  of  the  year  t750,  in  Lon- 
don, 1 36,  His  method  of  dlfpofiiig 
of  his  Ion  at  Paris,  140,  His  reafons 
for  making  him  refide  in  the  academy, 
142,  144.  His  charafder  of  Abbe 
S.iUier,  146.  His  anecdotes  of  per- 
fons  concerned  in  the  rebellion,  148, 
&c.  His  recommendation  of  lord  Hun- 
tingdon, 1 50.  His  account  of  Vol- 
uirc’i  retiring  to  Berlin,  i^.  252. 
His  opinion  of  Madame  de  Graffigny't 
comedy  of  Cenie,  254.  262.  and  of 
Madame  de  Bocage's  tranQation  of 
Milton,  and  Pope's  Temple  of  Fame, 
154.  His  reafons  for  leaving  his  fon 
witlunit  a tutor  at  Parts,  162.  His 
charaflcrofihe  Abbe  de  la  ViUe,  168. 
His  segulauon  of  his  fon’s  easpencea  at 
Paris,  172.  His  accoum  of  the  change 
of  the  Ryle,  1 76,  H»  accoum  of  tord 
Bolingbrokc,  184.  His  charaflcr  of 
him,  tpo.  His  account  of  the  (uccefs 
of  inoculation,  200.  His  opioioii  of 
the  young  lord  Bolingbrokc,  212.  His 
realoDs  for  changing  the  aaine  of  bis 
couniry-boufe  from  Babiote  to  Little 
Chartreufe,  230.  His  letters  to  Ma- 
dame de  Bocage,  from  242  to  280. 
His  defeription  of  Baton  Kreunigen, 
244.  His  opinion  of  Voltaire’s  writ- 
ings, 248.  Introduces  his  fon  to  her, 
254.  Introduces  Lord  Hunti^don  to 
to  her.  His  opinion  of  (Ordinal 
Richelieu’s  political  will,  and  of  Vol- 
taire’s pleading  againR  it,  258.  His 
opinion  of  fome  of  Sir  George  Ethc- 
r^ge’s  comedies,  264.  Hii  opinion  of 
Terence’s  comedies,  268.  His  criri- 
cifm  on  a faiyrica!  work  written  by 
Mr.  Dnclos,  2 70,  and  in  the  notc- 
His  opinion  of  Voltaire’s  hiRory  of 
the  age  of  Lewis  XIV.  280.  His 
letter  to  Mr.  De  Kreunigen,  282.  His 

letter  to  Lady , on  the  fubjefi 

of  humour,  284.  His  letter  to  James 
Dayrolles  Efq;  &c.  298.  His  letters 
to  Solomon  Dayrolles,  £fq;  from  300 

to 
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to  448.  ExprelTes  his  anxiety  for  the 
fecurity  of  the  Dutch  frontier  in  1747, 
310.  His  opinion  of  the  furrender  of 
Bergen-op-zoom,  314.  His  reafons 
for  retiring  from  public  affairs,  31a. 
His  account  of  refigning  thefeals,  313. 
His  brother  appointed  c-ommiflioner  of 
thcadmiralty.yif.  Apamphlet aferib- 
cd  to  him,  328, and  in  the  note.  His  ig- 
noranceof  theauthor,  329.  His  opinion 
of  the  ncceflity  of  the  peace  in  1 748, 
30,  331,  332.  His  opinion  of  Lord 
embroke’s  feat  at  Wilton,  336.  His 
opinion  of  the  hillory  of  the  wars  be- 
tween France  and  the  houfe  of  Au- 
ftria,  337.  His  political  reafons  for 
the  queen  of  Hungary’s  delay  in  en- 
tering into  the  definitive  treaty,  338. 
340.  342.  His  account  of  the  dif- 
miflion  of  the  grand  penfionary  of 
Holland,  358.  Applies  for  a prebend 
for  the  Kev.  Mr.  Hane  tutor  to  bis 
fon,  363.  Obtains  it,  365.  Congra- 
tulates Mr.  Dayrolles  on  bis  marriage, 
363.  His  opinion  of  the  Hate  of  po- 
litics in  Holland  at  the  death  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange,  372.  His  advice 
for  the  condufl  of  the  princefs  dowa- 
ger of  Orange  during  the  minority, 
374.  Congratulates  Mr.  Dayrolles 
on  the  birth  of  a fon,  to  whom  be  was 
godfather,  384.  HU  plan  of  educa- 
tion for  his  godfon,  385.  His  opi- 
nion of  the  punilhment  of  children, 
389.  His  opinion  with  refpeft  to  the 
connexions  of  England  with  the  houfes 
of  .4uftria  and  ^urbon,  304.  Men- 
tions his  writing  feme  papers  in  a 
weekly  paper  called  The  World,  403. 
His  account  of  Spa,  409,  410.  His 
reafons  for  going  to  l^ndon  in  the 
winter,  41a.  Thinks  Mr.  Fox  will 
be  minillcr,  414.  Thinks  there  will 
be  no  war  in  1755,  413.  His  account 
of  the  flare  of  parliament  in  1755, 

415.  Flis  political  opinions  in  1753, 

416.  419,420,421,422,  423*  424. 
l^ror  in  them,  424,  in  the  note.  His 
account  of  the  lofs  of  Minorca,  and  the 


E X.  583 

bad  fituation  of  aflairs  in  England  and 
America  in  1756,  430,  431,  432. 
Deferibes  admiral  Bj  tig’s  unfortunate 
fitnaiion,  436.  His  political  opinions 
in  1757,  43d.  His  account  of  the 
miniftry  in  1757,  438,  439,  440.  442. 
ElTefl  which  his  ill  (late  of  health  had 
upon  his  political  opinions,  440,  in  the 
note.  His  letters  to  Sir  Thomas  Ro- 
binfon,  449  to  432.  His  intimacy 
with  Sir  Thomas,  449,  in  the  note. 
His  opinion  of  the  attempt  upon  the 
king  of  France’s  life,  450.  His  opi- 
nion of  rVrcbibald  Bower’s  converfion, 
451.  HU  letter  to  doflor  Cheyne, 
453.  His  letters  to  the  Rev.  Doflor 
Chenevix  Lord  Bilhop  of  Waterford, 
439  to  340.  Dejilorcs  the  lofs  of 
Lord  Scarborough,  4:9.  Recom- 
mends Dr.  Chenevix  to  the  bilhopric 
of  Clonfert,  463.  Account  of  his 
rcfignatlon,  -and  tlie  reafons  for  it, 
467,  and  in  the  note.  His  approbation 
and  encouragement  of  the  Ichemc  for 
affording  a refuge  to  French  protef- 
tants  in  Ireland,  471,  47a.  His  con- 
dolence with  the  biftop  on  the  death 
of  Mrs.  Chenevix,  473.  Complains 
much  of  the  decline  of  his  health,  and 
of  dcafnefs,  475,  &c.  Finds  much 
benefit  from  the  Bath  waters,  480,  &c. 
His  opinion  of  archbifhop  Tillotfon, 
483,  486.  Is  made  member  of  the 
ac^emy  of  Belles  l.cttres  at  Paris, 
487.  His  opinion  of  Sheridan’s  book 
on  Briiifli  education,  490,  491,  His 
opinion  of  Swift’s  Hillory  of  the  four 
lad  years  of  Queen  Ann,  498.  His 
indruflions  for  railing  melons,  508. 
Ills  account  of  Mr.  George  Faulkner’s 
mode  of  living  in  Engbind,  310. 
His  charaftcr  of  Lord  Hallifax,  512. 
HU  charafler  of  Lord  Hertford,  322. 
IIU opinion  of  Lord  TownOicml,  323. 
Adopts  the  fon  of  his  kinfman  Mr. 
Stanhope  of  Mansfield,  326.  His  ac- 
count of  that  young  gentleman,  ditto. 
His  account  of  Lord  Moiintmorris, 
333'  HU  letter  of  condolence  to  the 
bilbop, 
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biOiop,  upon  the  lofs  of  his  fon ; 
which  letter  is  probably  the  laft  he 
ever  wrote  to  him,  5^0,  and  in  the 
note.  His  letters  to  Mr.  Prior,  541 
to  550.  His  account  of  a fuccefsful 
method  of  making  ftarch  from  pota- 
toes, 541,  542.  His  thoughts  on  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  the  points 
that  ought  to  engage  the  attention  of 
thci>eopleof  that  country,  543-  54®- 
548,  549.  His  letter  to  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Madden,  550.  His  letter  to  the  Res. 
Dr.  Whitcombe,  551.  His  letters  to 
Captain  (afterwards  Sir  John)  Irwine, 
4S3  to  568.  His  obfervations  upon 
ilte  famous  Iriflt  patriot  Dr.  Lucas, 
J54,  555.  His  opinion  of  Marlhal 
Richelieu,  564.  His  political  opinion 
concerning  Corfica,  ditto.  His  account 
of  the  death  of  the  Duke  of  New- 
calUe,  ditto.  His  letter  to  Dean 
Swift,  569.  His  letters  to  the  Earl  of 

Stair,  as  579:.,.  ^ 

CI)clu:yn/,  Efq;  (William).  318. 

Cbeyne,  (Dr.)  Letter  from  Lord  Chelter- 
ficld  to  him,  communicated  by  the 
Countefs  of  Chefterficld,  453,  and  in 


the  -note. 

CbiUren,  how  to  be  educated,  tSj.  For 
what  faults  to  be  punifhed,  389. 
Should  be  left  to  chufe  their  own  pro- 
feflion,  432. 

Cobtnizcl  (Count).  Account  of,  4:^1  •« 
the  note. 

Cirfua  (ifland  of).  Political  opinion  con-' 
cerningit,  464. 

Crebiltm  (Mr.).  His  letters  to  laird 
Cheflerfield,  20.  24.  His  criticifras  on 
the  Sopba  a novel  written  by  liimlelf, 
no.  22.  His  baniibment  on  account 
of  this  book,  22.  His  exile  repealed, 
26.  His  crlticifins  on  Pamela,  28. 


D. 

Z)' Albert  (Cheralier).  Account  of,  74. 

Daymllei,  Efq;  (Solomon).  Appointed 
tcCdcnt  at  the  Hague,  upon  the  death 
of  his  uncle  James  Dayrolles,  306. 
His  marriage,  369.  Is  appointed  en- 
voy to  Bruffels,  377. 

D'Enncry  (Monfieur).  Account  of,  204, 
in  the  note. 

D'EyverJun  (Mr.).  Account  of,  447, 
in  the  note. 

D'lUr  (Chevalier).  Account  of  letters 
publilhcd  under  that  name,  95,  in  the 
note. 

D;o/ii7?«r  (a  tragedy'.  Account  of,  loS. 

Duncan  (Mr.)  Account  of,  352,  in  the 
note. 


E. 

Elliot  (General).  Account  of,  $$6,  and 
in  the  note. 

Etheridge  (Sir  George).  Succefs  of  his 
comedy  called  Love  in  a Tub,  2O4,  in 
the  note. 


F. 

Faulkner  (Mr.  George).  His  mode  of 
living  in  England  deferibed,  no. 

Eitieh  (ihe  Hon.  William).  His  recall 
from  liis  enibalfy  at  the  Hague,  302, 
in  I he  note. 

FtmteneUe  (Mr.)  His  poRfeript  to  Ma- 
dame de  Ten.-in’s  letter,  42.  44.  Ac- 
eoum  of  his  death,  436,  and  437,  in 
the  note. 

Fex  (h'r.'  Appointed  of  the  regency 
with  ihiDukeof  Cumberland, 416. 

France.  Esptdlations  of  a war  with. 


30.  42  ’,  427. 

Crebillon  (Senior).  Anecdotes  relating  Framii  (Mr ) Account  of  his  tragedy 
to  feme  of  his  tragedies,  102,  in  the  of  Eugcnia,  274.276. 
note. 

.Cumberland (DuVt  oi).  Appointed  with  -G. 

Mr.  Fox  of  the  regency,  416. 
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G. 

Galen  (Bernard  Van),  Account  of,  3 1 3, 
in  the  note. 

Garrick  (Mr.).  His  marriage  with  Sig- 
nora Violetti,  361. 

Craffifftj  (Madame  de).  Account  of 
her  comedy,  1 54,  in  the  note. 

n. 

Haaren  (Monfieur  Van)  Who?  396,  and 
in  the  note. 

Bane,  univerfal  joy  exprciTed  there  at 
the  conclufion  of  the  peace  in  1748, 

, 33<- 

UaUifax  H..ord).  His  appointment  to 
the  lord  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  51a. 
CharaAerof  him,  ditto. 

Uamilten  (Duke  of).  Net  murdered  by 
Mr.  Macarteney,  499. 

Uarene  (Mr.).  Account  of,  377,10  the 
note. 

Hartington  (Lord).  His  appointment  to 
the  lord  lieutenancy  of  Ireland,  483. 

Hertford  (Lord).  Appointed-  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland,  322. 

Holdern^  (Earl- of).  Sent  ambaflador 
to  the  Hague,  353.  Appoints  Mr. 
Tindal  hit  ^a^ain  and  fecretary,  ditto. 

Holland  (Grand  Penfionary  of).  His  dif- 
million,  and  acceptance  of  a penfion, 
358.  State  of  politics  in  that  coun- 
try at  the  death  of  the  prince  of 
Orange,  373. 

-Ho/  (Lieutenant  General).  Account  of, 
360,  in  the  note. 

Hungary  (Queen  of),  Reafons  for  her 
delay  in  entering  into  the  deSnitive 
treaty,  338.  340—343. 

Huntingdon  (Eiarl  of).  Character  of 
him,  150. 

Hutchim  (the  Rev.  Mr.).  Account  of, 
463,  antfih.thc  note. 

1. 

Jev)t,  their  naturalization-bill  paSed, 
399.  Humorous  advertifement  on  this 
occaCon,  ditto. 

VoL.  11. 
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Inoculation,  fuccefs  of,  200. 

Jouneau  (the  Rer.  Mr.).  Account  of, 
3.  Account  of  his  fon,  8. 

Irwine  (Captain,  now  Sir  John).  Ac- 
count of,  345,  in  the  note.  Letters 
from  Lord  ChcRerGcUl  to  him,  553  to 
560.  Account  of,  530,  in  the  note. 

K. 

Kaumtz  (Prince).  Appointed  to  fcttJe 
the  aRaics  at  Bruflels,  394,  and  in  the 
note. 

Kreunigen  (Baron  de).  Account  of,-344, 
in  the  note;  383,  in  the  noto- 

L. 

VEnelot  (Ninon).  Anecdote  of,  350, 
in  the  note. 

Lelleri  (Peruaian).  Charaflerof  them, 
831 

London  (Earthquake  in).  Account  of, 
13d. 

Zatrirr  (Mr.  Charles).  Obfemdont  on, 
554,  555* 

M. 

Mabfy  (Abbe).  Author  of  The  Droit 
public  de  IhiurDpe,  333,  and  in  the 
note. 

Macarteney  (Mr.).  Not  guilty  of  the 
murder  of  duke  Hamihon,  499. 

Madden  (the  Ret.  Dr.  Samuel).  Letter 
from  lord  CheRcrfield  to  him,  550. 
Account  of,  350,  in  the  notes.  An- 
ecdote concerning  a trageily  fuppofed 
to  be  written  by  him,  350,  in  tlie 
notes. 

Marnantel  (Mr.).  Account  of  foine  of 
bis  works,  106,  in  the  note.  HI  fuc 
cefs  of  bis  tragedy  of  Cleopatra,  348. 

JMdri  (MonGeur  de  Cinq).  Acconut  of, 
104,  in  the  note. 

Martel  (Madame  de).  Her  letter  to  lord 
Chellcrfield,  t6. 

AfarC/n  (Mr.).  Account  of,  188,  in  the 
note. 

Maftow  (Profeffor).  317,  in  the  note. 

4 F Memnon, 
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Ntmnoii,  pliilolbpljical  tale  by  Voltaire, 
310,  anJ  in  tlie  note.  Opinion  of  it, 
320. 

ABtlJlry  (Hrni(b).  Account  of,  in  1737. 
438  to  ^42. 

Mmtfca,  lofs  of,  430. 

MKun  (les).  Account  of  a book  fo 
called,  92. 

Mmilmonii  (Lord).  Charaftcr  of,  533. 

N. 

NnvcaJHe  (Duke  of).  Moves  for  the 
repeal  of  the  Jew  bill,  401.  His 
death,  564. 

i\hcrmit  (Monficur  do).  Charafier  of, 

114. 

O.  • • 

Orangt  (I’rince  of).  His  regnlaiion  of 
the  port  at  Amfterdam,  337,  and  the 
note.  His  death,  372. 

Orange  (Princefs  Dowager  of).  Rules 

, for  her  conJuft  during  the  minority, 
37+- 

P. 

Parliament,  flate  of,  in  1753,  415. 

Pelham  (Mr.).  His  death,  407. 

Pembnke  (Earl).  Account  of  bis  (cat  at 
Wilton,  33d. 

Pill  (Mr.).  Made  fccretary  of  (late, 
43S- 

Price  (Mr.).  Letters  from  lord  Cheuer- 
iield  to  him,  541  to  330.  Account 
of,  541,  in  the  note. 

Pnijia  (King  of).  Kcafons  why  he 
(hould  not  attack  Hanover,  394,  395, 

U. 

Re'cVlcn.  Anecdotes  of  perfons  con- 
cerned in,  14S,  &c. 

Rieh/nenJ  (Duke  of).  His  death,  14^. 

Rebinpn  (Sir  Thomas).  Lord  Chefter- 
lield's  letters  to  him,  449  to  452.  His 
intimacy  with  lord  Chcifcrficld,  449, 
in  the  note. 

6 . . ■ 
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Rcthfcrd  (Earl  of).  Appointed  lord 
chamberlain,  413. 

Rodngtua.  MTio  { 320,  and  in  the 
note. 

Rcmani  (King  of  the).  To  be  clefVed  at 
Hanover  in  1752,  378.  Importance 
of  that  ekflion,  ditto,  and  379.  De- 
lay of  it,  381. 

S. 

SaL’ier  (Abbf).  Account  of,  65,  in  the 
note. 

Su«  (Marlhal).  Accountof  his  funeral, 
2.66,  in  the  note. 

SieriJaa  (Mr.).  Account  of  his  book 

• on  Brltilh  education,  490,  491. 

^a.  Account  of,  409,  410. 

otanbope  (the  Hon.  George).  Obtains 
the  rank  of  colonel,'  325.  Who? 
ditto,  in  the  note. 

Sittnba^  (Hob.  John)-  Brother  to  the 
earl  of  Chtiferfield.  Account  of  his 
death,  1 00,  in  the  note,  343. 

Style.  Change  of,  176. 

Swift  (the  Rev.  Dr.).  His  hiftory  of 
the  four  laft  years  of  queen  Ann  cen- 

■ ftireil,  498.  Hit  letters  to  the  earl  of 
Cheflerlielil,  foliciting  him  for  a place 
for  Mr.  Launcclot,  who  had  married  a 
relation  of  his,  508.  371. 

T. 

Tax  (new).  I-cvicd  in  Holland,  accoiint 
of  its  produce,  313,  in  the  note'. 

Tenein  (Madam;  dcj.  Account  of,  37, 
in  the  note.  Her  letter  to  lord  Chef. 
tcrfield,  40. 

Tillotfin  (Archbifliop).  Charaftcr  of, 
484,  486. 

Toufaint  (Mr.).  Author  of  a book  en- 
titled Les  Moeurs,  account  of  him,  in 
the  note,  92. ' 

Townjhend  (l  .ord).  Appointed  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland, ’525. 

Tremk  (Baron).  A dog  why  fo  called  ? 
333,  and  intbenote,  334.  336. 

U. 
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U. 

Vanderdttyn  (Lieutenant  General).  Ac- 
count of,  ^39,  and  in  the  note. 

Vbbergue,  Country-feat  of  count  Wcl- 
deren,  31 1,  in  the  note. 

V:llt  (.Abbe  dc  la).  Account  of,  108. 

ViUettes,  Efqj  (Arthur).  Account  of, 
5 53,  in  the  note. 

Voltaire.  Honors  and  penfions  bertovred 
upon  him  by  the  king  of  Pruflia,  154. 
His  letter  to  the  cart  of  ChcllcrfidJ, 
290. 

W. 

Waldeci  (Prince).  His  corps  how  it 
ought  to  be  Uifftofed  of,  3 1 1. 


THE 


E X.  jS; 

tValpole  (Mr.  Horatio).  Appointed  anibaf- 
fador  and  plenipotentiary  to  the  States 
General,  302,  am!  in  the  note.  . 

iriijemur  dt  T-.iiektl  (Count;.  His  letter 
of  congratulation  to  lord  Chcflorlicld 
on  his  being  appointed  fetretary  of 
Hate,  a86.  His  account  of  the  deplo- 
rable flate  of  Holland,  aS  8. 

World,  A periodical  paper,  in  which  lord 
Chcflcrfield  wrote,  qog. 

Y. 

lorke  (Colonel).  Appointed  arabafludor 
to  the  States  General,  375. 


END. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


The  following  Charaners  anti  Letters  are  genuine  protliuSlions 
of  the  late  carl  of  Chcltcrficld.  They  cannot  want  any 
proofs  of  their  authenticity. 

Whether  his  lordfliip  drew  the  charatflers  with  impartiality,  and 
hath  gis'en  accurate  and  juft  delineations  of  the  principal  jx.rlbns 
who  figured  on  the  ftage  of  public  life  with  him;  or  whether  the 
capital  lines  forming  the  likcncfs  are  diftorted  by  affeiflation,  pre- 
judice, and  the  medium  of  party is  referred  to  the  deciiion  of 
the  judicious  friends  of  the  feveral  great  perlbnages  whofe  cha- 
nufters  are  here  prefented  to  them. 

To  give  the  public,  however,  a more  pcrfeift  view  of  the  origi- 
nals, and  enable  them  to  form  a better  judgement  of  the  noble 
earl’s  portraits ; likenelles  of  the  fame  eminent  perfons,  his  co-tem- 
poraries, by  other  refpecftable  hands,  are  annexed.  It  is  hoped  that 
thefe  will  prove  acceptable,  as,  either  in  comparing  or  contrafting 
them  with  his  lordfliip’s,  they  will  help  to  illuftratc  and  hnilh  the 
refpedlive  characters,  and  may  communicate  both  inftruCtion  and 
pleafure. 
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APPENDIX 

T O 

LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  WORKS. 


CHARACTERS. 

GEORGE  THE  FIRST. 

George  thcfirft  was  an  honeft,  dull,  German  gentleman,  as 
unfit  as  unwilling  to  adt  the  part  of  a king,  which  is  to  fliine 
and  to  opprcfs.  Lazy  and  inadlive  even  in  his  plcafurcs,  which 
•were  therefore  lowly  fcnfual.  He  was  coolly  intrepid,  and  indo- 
lently benevolent.  He  was  diffident  of  his  own  parts,  which  made 
him  f|x;ak  little  in  public,  and  prefer  in  his  focial,  which  were  his 
favourite,  hours  the  company  of  wags  and  buffoons.  Even  his 
mittrefs,  the  dutchefs  of  Kendal,  with  whom  he  palied  mod:  of  his 
time,  and  who  had  all  influence  over  him,  was  very  little  above  an 
idiot. 

Importunity  alone  could  make  him  adl,  and  then  only  to  get  rid 
of  it.  I lis  views  and  affcdlions  were  fingly  confined  to  the  narrow 
compafs  of  his  eledtorate:  England  was  too  big  for  him.  If  he 
had  nothing  great  as  a king,  he  had  nothing  bad  as  a man;  and  if 
he  docs  not  adorn,  at  lead  he  will  not  dain,  the  annaU  of  this  country. 
In  private  life  he  would  have  been  loved  and  edeemed  as  a good 

* B citizen, 
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CHARACTERS  BY 

citizen,  a good  friend,  and  a good  neighbour.  Happy  were  it  fop 
Europe,  haj>py  for  the  world,  if  there  were  not  greater  kings  in  it. 


TIjc  r.ioii  amiable  monarch  that  e»cr  filled  a throne.  Addisok. 


/\s  king  James,  inflead  of  giving  the  laws  their  proper  conrfe,  aflTumed  s power  tb’ 
dlfpcnfc  with  thcmi  and  as  queen  Anne  was  flattered  into  a perfuaCon  that  the  regal> 
authority  was  unlimited ; king  George,  on  the  contrary,  deCred  no  power  but  what 
enabled  hinvto  promote  the  welfare  of  hi*  fubjefls,  and  was  too  wife  todeem  thofe  his 
friends  who  would  have  made  ihefr  court  to  him  by  the  profefllon  of  an  obedience 
which  they  never  praftifed,  and  which  has  always  proved  fatal  to  thofe  princes  who 
have  put  it  to  the  trial.  He  had  given  a proof  of  his  fovereign  virtues  before  he- 
axercifed  them  in  this  nation.  His  natural  inclination  to  juftice  led  him  to  rule  his 
German  fubjefts  in  the  fame  manner  that  our  conflitution  direfted  him  to  govern  the 
Knglilh.  lie  regarded  civil  liberties  as  the  natural  rights  of  mankind,  and  therefore 
indulged  them  to  a j-csplc  who  pleaded  no  other  claim  to  them  than  his  own  goodnefs. 
The  confiftency  of  his  behaviour  was  fuch,  that  he  inflexibly  pnrfucd  thofe  meafores 
which  appeared  the  mofljuft  and  equitable.  As  he  was  prudent  in  laying  proper 
fehemes,  he  was  no  lefs  remarkable  for  his  fleadinefs  in  accomplilhing  what  he  had 
once  concerted.  To  this  uniformity  and  finnnefs  of  mind,  which  appeared  in  all  his 
proceedings,  the  fuccelTes  that  attended  him  were  chiefly  owing.  His  martial  virtues 
were  no  let’s  confpicuous  than  his  civil,  though  for  the  good  of  his  fubjefls  he  fludied 
to  decline  all  oceafions  of  military  glory.  He  had  acquired  great  reputation  in  hi* 
younger  days  iu  Hungary  and  thcMorea,  when  he  fought  againft  the  Turks,  as  well 
•as  in  Germany  and  Flanders,  where  he  commanded  againft  the  dirturber  of  the  peace 
of  liurope.  And,  as  if  perfonal  courage  was  an  hereditary  virtue  of  his  family, 
three  of  his  brothers  fell  glotiouDy  in  the  field,  fighting  againft  the  enemies  of  their 
country,  and  his  fon  (his  late  majefty  king  George  II.)  fought  with  the  bravery  of  h’ls 
father  at  the  battle  of  Audenarde,  when  the  fons  of  France  and  the  pretender  fled 
before  him.. 

As  to  his  more  private  virtues,  he  was  of  a grave,  eafy,  and  calm  temper,  and' 
generous  upon  all  cccaflons;  and  the  ferenity  and  benignity  of  his  mind  difeovered 
ihemfclves  in  his  countenance,  and  captivated  the  love  and  veneration  of  all  who 
approached  him.  Timdal. 


It  was  this  prince’s  maxim,  " Never  to  abandon  bis  frieodsi  to  render  juftice  to 
" all  the  world ; and  to  fear  no  one  but  God.”  Milot. 


A wife,  a ftcady,  and  a righteous  prince,-  aod  worthy  to  be  remembered  with 
double  honour.  Dr.  Cuancler. 


George 
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George  L wai  pUin  and  fitnple  in  hij  perfon  and  addrefsj  grave  and  compofed  in 
liU  deporuneni,  though  eafj,  familiar,  and  facetiotiv,  in  his  hours  of  relaxation. 
Before  he  afeended  the  throne  of  Great  Britain,  he  had  acquired  the  charafler  of  a 
circumfpeff  general,  a jull  and  merciful  prince,  and  a wife  politician,  who  perfectly 
underdood,  and  fteadily  purfueJ,  his  own  intereft.  With  tlicfe  qualities  it  cannot  be 
doubted,  but  that  he  came  to  England  extremely  well  difpofed  to  govern  his  new 
fubjefls  according  to  the  maxims  of  the  Britilh  conditotion,  and  the  genhis  of  tlie 
people;  and  if  ever  he  feemed  to  deviate  from  thefe  principles,  we  may  take  it  for 
granted,  that  he  was  miOed  by  the  venal  fuggedions  of  a minidry  whole  power  and 
inSuence  were  founded  on  corruption.  Smollett. 


The  medium  of  party  undoubtedly  viewed  the  |>olitical  condufl  of  George  the  Firft 
as  coloured  by  the  prejudices  of  the  eye  through  which  it  was  furveyed;  but  whatever 
might  be  the  virtues,  vices,  or  errors  of  his  political  condufl,  he  was  liked  and  even 
loved  by  the  individuals  who  had  the  honor  of  a familiar  converfation  with  him,  and 
was  generally  regarded  by  thofc  who  do  not  examine  clofely  or  critically  into  the 
nature  of  virtue  and  vice,  or  the  motives  or  principles  of  human  condufl,  as  a man 
who  had  an  honed  heart,  and  whole  faults  in  his  government,  if  there  are  any  faults 
to  be  found,  were  entirely  owing  to  the  fuggedions  of  a venal  minidry;  who,  having 
neither  fufficient  virtue,  nor  fufficient  underdanding,  to  govern  parties  by  the  confi- 
dence which  thefe  great  qualities  give,  llieir  power  and  influence  were  folcly  grounded 
on  corruption.  Mrs.  Macadlat. 


*B  a 
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GEORGE  THE  SECOND. 

He  had  not  better  parts  than  his  father,  but  much  ftronger 
animal  fpirits,  which  made  him  produce  aud  communicate 
himfclf  more.  Every  thing  in  his  conuxtlition  was  little;  and  he 
had  all  the  weakuelles  of  a little  mind,  without  any  of  the  virtues, 
or  even  the  vices,  of  a great  one.  Me  loved  to  ail  the  king,  but 
millook  the  part;  and  the  royal  dignity  Ihrunk  into  the  eleiloral 
pride.  He  was  educated  upon  that  fcalc,  and  never  enlarged  its 
dimenfions  with  his  dominions.  As  cledlor  of  Hanover  bethought 
himfelf  great;  asking  of  Great  Britain  only  rich.  Avarice,  the 
meanell  of  all  palfions,  was  his  ruling  one;  and  1 never  knew  him 
deviate  into  any  generous  aifliun. 

His  firll  natural  movements  were  always  on  the  fide  of  juftice  and 
truth ; but  they  were  often  warjied  by  minilterial  influence,  or  the 
fccret  twitches  of  avarice.  He  was  generally  reckoned  ill-natured, 
which  indeed  he  was  not.  He  had  rather  an  unfeeling  than  a bad 
heart;  but  I never  obferved  any  fettled  malevolence  in  him,  though 
his  fudtlen  pafllons,  which  were  frequent,  made  him  fay  things 
w'hich,  in  cooler  moments,  he  would  not  liave  executed.  His  heart 
always  feemed  to  me  to  be  in  a Rate  of  jierfe6l  neutrality  between 
hardnefs  and  tendernefs.  In  council  he  was  excellivcly  timorous, 
and  thought  by  many  to  be  fo  in  iieribn;  but  of  this  1 can  fay 
nothing  on  my  own  knowledge. 

In  his  drefs  and  in  his  converfation  he  affedlcd  the  hero  fo  much, 
that  from  thence  only  many  called  his  courage  in  queftion : 
though,  by  the  svay,  that  is  no  certain  rule  to  judge  by,  lince  the 
bravcll  men,  with  weak  undciilandings,  conllantly  fall  into  that 
error*.  Little  things,  as  he  has  often  told  me  himfclf,  afledted 

* It  is  unlvcrfally  altourcd  thnt,  in  tlie  f.cMs  of  Flanders,  at  the  battle  of  Oudenard  (when 
he  w«$  in  hii  twenty,  fifth  year,  and  where  he  lerved  as  a volunteer)  he  gave  diflinguiflKd  proof* 
of  his  vivacity  and  courage.  lie  charged  fword  in  hand  at  the  head  of  a fc|uadron  of  Hulau'i 
dragoons,  had  his  horfe  [not  under  hiiu,  aiul  Colonel  Luichky,  who  commanded  the  fquadron, 
was  killed  by  his  (ide.  Nor  did  his  courage  dcicrt  him  at  the  ctcclioc  of  life,  when  he  appeand 
in  the  plains  of  Dcttingcn,  commanded  hii  own  atmy,  and  obtained  a figual  vi^ory  over  his 
iofulting  and  perfidious  enemies. 

him 
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him  more  than  great  ones ; and  this  was  lb  true,  that  I have  often 
feen  him  put  fo  much  out  of  humour  at  .his  private  levee,  by  a 
miliake  or  blunder  of  a valet  de  cbambre,  that  the  gaping  crowd 
admitted  to  his  public  levee  have,  from  his  looks  and  lilence,  con- 
cluded that  he  had  jull  received  fome  dreadful  news.  Tacitus  would 
always  have  been  deceived  by  him. 

Within  certain  bounds,  but  they  were  indeed  narrow  ones,  his 
underftandiiig  was  clear,  and  his  conception  (juick:  and  1 have 
generally  obferved,  that  he  pronounced  lenlibly  and  jullly  upon 
lingle  propofitions;  but  to  analyfc,  feparatc,  combine,  and  reduce  to 
a ixjint,  complicated  ones,  was  above  his  faculties^ 

He  was  thought  to  have  a great  opinion  of  his  own  abilities;  but,cn 
the  contrary,  I am  very  fure  that  he  had  a great  dillruft  of  them  in 
matters  of  Rate.  He  well  knew  that  he  was  governed  by  the  Queen, 
while  file  lived i and  that  Ihe  was  governed  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole:, 
but  he  kept  that  feerct  inviolably,  and  flattered  himfelf  that  nobody 
had  tlifeovered  it.  After  their  deaths,  he  was  governed  fucceffively 
by  different  minifters,  according  as  they  could  engage  for  a fufti— 
cient  ftrength  in  the  houfc  of  commons;  for,  as  avarice  was  his 
ruling  paflion,  he  feared,  hated,  and  courted,  that  money-giving 
part  of  the  legillature. 

He  was  by  no  mcans_  formed  for  the  pleafures  of  private  and 
fotial  life,  though  fometimes  he  tried  to  fupplc  himfelf  to  them 
but  he  did  it  fo  ungracefully,  that  both  he  and  the  ctjmpany  were 
mutual  reftraints  upon  each  other,  and  confe<iuently  loon  grew 
weary  of  one  another.  A king  muft  be  as  great  in  mind  as  in 
rank,  who  can  let  himfelf  down  with  cafe  to  the  focial  level,  and 
no  lower. 

He  had  no  favourites,  and  intieed  no  friends,  having  none  of 
that  expanfion  of  heart,  none  of  thofe  amiable,  connecting  talents, 
which  are  necefCuy  for  both.  This,  together  with  the  llerility  of 
his  converfation,  matlc  him  prefer  the  company  of  women,  with 
whom  he  rather  fauntered  away  than  enjoyed  his  leifure  hours.- 
He  was  addicted  to  women,  but  chiefly  to  fuch  as  required  little 
attention  and  lefs  pay.  He  never  had  but  two  avowed  millreHes  of 
rank,  the  eountclTes  of  Suffolk  and  Yarmonthi..  The  former,. 

though; 
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though  he  pafleti  half  his  time  with  her,  had  no  degree  of 
■intluuncc,  and  but  a fhtall  one  of  profit;  the  latter,  being  taken 
after  the  death  of  the  queen,  had  more  of  both,  but  no  extravagant 
lhare  of  either. 

He  was  very  well-bred ; but  it  was  in  a ftifF  and  formal  manner, 
and  produced  in  others  that  reftraint  which  they  faw  he  was  under 
4nmfelf.  He  beftowed  his  favours  fo  coldly  and  ungracioufly, 
that  they  excited  no  warm  rcttmis  in  thofe  who  received  them. 
They  knew  that  they  owed  them  to  the  minifterial  arrangements 
•for  the  time  being,  and  not  to  his  voluntary  choice.  He  was  extremely 
regular  and  metlrodical  in  his  hours,  in  his  papers,  and  above  all  in 
diis  private  accounts;  and  would  be  very  iKevilh  if  any  accident,  or 
negligence  in  his  minirters,  broke  in  upon  that  regular  allotment 
of  his  time. 

He  had  a very  fmall  degree  of  acquired  knowledge : he  fometimes 
read  hiftory,  and,  as  he  had  a very  good  memory,  was  exceedingly 
corredf  in  iatRs  and  dates.  He  fjx)ke  French  and  Italian  well,  and 
-Englifli  very  properly,  but  with  fomething  of  a foreign  accent. 
He  had  a contempt  for  the  M/es  Utfres,  which  he  called  trifling. 
He  troubled  himfelf  little  about  religion,  but  jogged  on  quietly  in 
that  in  which  he  had  been  bred,  without  fcruples,  doubts,  zeal,  or 
inquiry.  He  was  extremely  fcjbcr  and  temperate,  which,  together 
with  conftant  gentle  excrcife,  prolonged  his  life  beyond  what  his 
jiatural  conflitution,  which  was  but  a wc;ik  one,  feemed  to  promife. 
He  died  of  an  apoplexy,  after  a reign  of  three  and  thirty  years. 
■He  dicil  unlamcnted,  though  not  uni>raifed  becaufe  he  was  dead. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  was  rather  a weak  than  a bad  man  or  king. 
1 lis  government  was  mild  as  to  prerogative,  but  burthenfome  as  to 
taxes,  which  he  raifed  when  and  to  what  degree  he  pleafed,  by 
.corrupting  the  honefty,  and  not  by  invading  the  jirivileges,  of  par- 
liament. I have  dwelt  the  longer  upon  this  charafler,  becaufe  I 
was  fo  long  and  fo  well  acquainted  with  it;  for  above  thirty  years 
1 was  always  near  his  perfon,  and  bad  conftant  ojjportunities  of 
©bferving  him,  both  in  his  regal  robes  and  in  his  undrefs.  1 have 
accompanied  him  in  his  pleafures,  and  been  employed  in  his 
bufinefs.  1 have,  by  turns,  been  as  well  and  as  ill  with^him  as  any 
c ..  1 m.-ut 
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man  in  England.  Impartial  and  unprejudiced  I have  drawn  this 
character  from  the  life,  and  after  a forty  years  fitting,- 


George  the  fecond  diedat  the  age  of  fevemy-feven,  after  a long  reign  of  thirty-four 
years,  diiliiiguiflied  by  a variety  of  important  events,  and  chequered  with  a vidilittide 
of  charafler  and  foinine.  He  was  in  his  perfon  rather  lower  than  the  middle  lize, 
weil-ihaped,  erect,  with  eyes  remarkably  prominent,  a high  nofe,  and  fair  complexion. 
In  his  dilpofiiion  he  is  faid  to  have  been  hafty,  prone  to  anger,  cfpccially  in  his  youth, 
ret  foon  appealed ; oihcrwHc  mild,  moderate,  and  humane;  in  his  way  of  living 
tem])cratc,  regular,  and  fo  methodical  in  every  branch  of  private  oeconomy,  that  hie 
attention  defeended  to  objects  which  a great  king  (perhaps)  had  better  overlook. 

He  was  fond  of  military  pomp  and  parades  »nd  {.erfonally  brave.  He  loved  war  as 
afoldieri  he  rtudied  it  as  a feience;  and  correfponded  on  this  fubjefl  with  feme  of 
the  greateft  officers  whom  Germany  has  produced.  The  extent  of  his  underflandingi 
and  the  fplcndor  of  his  virtue,  we  fhall  not  prefume  to  afeertain,  nor  attempt  to 
difplay;  we  rather  wilh  for  opportunities  to  expati-ate  on  his  munificence  and  libe- 
rality; his  generous  regard  to  genius  and  learning;  his  royal  encouragement  of  thufe 
arts,  by  which  a nation-  is  at  once  benefited  and  adorned. 

With  rtfpcfl  to  his- government,  it  very  feldom  deviated  from  the  inftituiions  of 
Jaw;  or  encrotched  upon  private  property;  or  interfered  with  the  common adminiftra- 
rion  of  jullicc.  The  circumftance*  that  chiefly  marked  his  public  charaffer,  were 
a predilcftion  for  his  native  country,  and  a dole  attention  to  the  political  intcrefts  of 
the  Germanic  body:  points  and  principles  to  which  he  adhered  with  the  mod  invin* 
cible  fortitude;  and,  if  ever  the  blood  and  trcadirc  of  Great  Britain  were  facrificetl  to- 
tliefe  eonfiderations,  wc  ought  not  fo  mucii  to  blame  the  prince  who  afled  from  th.e 
diflates  of  natural  affedion,  as  we  Ihould  detell  a fucceffion  of  venal  minifters,  all  of 
whom  in  their  turns  devotcti  thcmfcivcs,  loiil  and  body,  to  the  gratification  of  this- 
paffion  or  partiality,  fo  prejudicial  to  the  true  intcrcll  of  their  country.  Smollett. - 


The  perfonal  charadcr  of  George  II.  was  truly  worthy  and  venerable.  He  had 
■unqucftionably  a very  high  fenfe  of,  and  regard  for  Deity.  His  regard  to  the  public 
offices  of  religion  was  remarkably  grave  and  ferious,  fttifUy  attentive  to  the  various 
parts  of  the  fervice,  and  without  any  appearance  of  ablence  of  mind  from  the 
iblemnities  of  worfliip  in  which  he  was  engaged.  Had  the  pattern  he  gave  been’ 
followed,  religion  would  have  been  more  univerfally  encouraged  by  the  example  of 
the  rich  and  great,  and  the  creditor  its  inflitutions  Tupporird  by  their  ferious  and 
diligent  attendance  on  them.  His  temperance  was  remarkable  and  habitual  rhrough- 
oui  the  whole  courfeof  his  life;  his  plcafurcs  and  araufements  were  few  and  regular — 
never  eagerly -fought  after,  never  indulged  at  the  expence  of  the  public,  tbc  diCipa- 
tion  and  wafte  of  bis  revenues,  and  the  ncglefl  of  the  great  aflairs  of  government. 

He  had  his  particular  friends,  and  was  conflam  in  bis  regards  to  them,  but  no  > 
minions  and  favorites  to  whom  he  abfolutely  refigned  himfelf,  or  whom  he  raifed  from 
beggary  by  extravagant  donations  and  lucrative  employments,  and  on  wlrom  he 
proflicutcd  unmerited  honours.  They  vsere  perfons  of  birth,  family,  and  fortune, 
whole  affections  be  had  experienced,  on  whofe  fidelity  and  honor  be  could  entirely 
2 . depend,. 
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dcpcml,  and  who  he  knew  were  faft  friends  to  the  religion  and  liberties  of  Great 
Britain. 

His  drift  regard  to  judice  and  equit)’  appeared  in  the  condant  and  regnlar  difeharge 
of  his  houfchold  and  family  expences,  and  his  adrancing  men  of  worth,  probity,  and 
ebarafler,  to  the  feats  of  judice,  with  full  liberty  to  form  all  their  decrees.  His 
charity  was  liberal  and  extcnfive,  and  from  indifputable  authority,  very  far  exceeded 
that  of  the  mod  beneficent  and  bountiful  of  all  his  prcdecctfors;  and  he  had  that 
humanity  and  tendernefs  of  mind,  the  very  ordering  to  execution  malefaftors  that 
were  unfit  to  live,  was  a painful  part  of  his  duty,  and  which  he  never  performed  but 
with  rcluftance — even  the  joy  of  conqued  could  not  prevent  the  tear  of  compaffion 
from  falling  over  a worthy  man,  wbofe  life  was  a facrifice  to  the  viftory  he  obtained. 

He  had  a mod  fincere  and  adeftionate  love  to  his  people,  and  regard  for  the  honor, 
welfare,  aivd  ii.iercd  of  the  nation. — When  he  alked  for  extraordinary  fupplics,  it 
w as  with  concern  and  regret,  for  the  burden  it  brought  on  the  people.  Every  fubjedh 
was  fure  of  relief  from  oppredion  and  violence,  and  of  the  proteftion  and  benefit  of 
the  laws  he  lived  under.  Not  one  fingle  (iretch  of  power,  not  one  lawdifpenfed  with, 
not  one  proof  of  an  arbitrary  difpolition,  no  pcrv'crfion  of  iiillice  under  color  of  law, 
no  febemes  of  iniquity  and  fraud  to  harrafs  and  plunder  the  fubjeft,  can  be  charged 
upon  him,  or  bicmifh  and  daiii  one  meafure  of  his  reign.  He  was  truly  the  ntinidcr 
of  God  to  the  people  for  goo-.l.  But  few  comparatively  of  thofe  who  were  rebels 
againd  him,  fuO'ered  for  their  ireafbn,  and  many  of  thofe  who  were  aflually  condemned 
were  faved  and  difeharged,  and  mnuey  given  them  for  their  fupport  till  they  arrived  at 
their  refpeftive  homes,  where  they  afterwards  lived  unmoledcd» 

He  was  a firm  friend  to  the  I'rotellam  religion,  the  adertor  and  patron  of  religious 
and  civil  liberty,  and  an  utter  enemy  to  all  metluxis  of  pcrfccuiion  for  confcicnce  fake. 
His  integrity,  regard  to  his  word,  ard  tlcadincfs  to  his  engagemems,  was  an  univer- 
fally  acknowledge  part  of  Ills  charafter.  It  hath  been  obicrved  to  his  honor,  that  he 
never  departed  from  his  proinife  to  particular  peribns  but  twice,  and  then  there  arofe 
fome  unforefeen  circumdances,  that  put  it  out  of  his  power  to  perform  it;  and  as  to 
all  national  tranfaftions  and  foreign  engagements  and  treaties,  licTcligioudy  adhered  ao 
them. 

In  his  natural  difpofition  he  was  a lover  of  dteaee,  but  dill  he  bad  great  fpirii  and 
rcfolmion.  He  was  rcfoluic  in  council,  and  was  not  afraid  of  war,  and  had  courage 
and  fortitude  to  run  all  the  rides  and  hazards  of  it.  And  as  he  was  brave,  fo  he  had  the 
honor  of  being  fucccfsfiil  in  his  lad  war ; he  lived  to  fee  the  enemies  Beets  broken  and 
didipaicd,  their  whole  marine  almod  annihilated,  their  armies  beaten  and  dying,  their 
flrong  holds  and  forts  ilemolillied  or  podeded  by  his  forces,  the  capital  of  their 
American  dominions  fiibtlucd,  ami  a country  larger  than  Erance  itfclf,  with  all  her 
provinces,  rendered  ful^eft  to  the  Briiifh  empire. 

He  lived  to  fee  all  patties  and  ranks  of  men  firmly  united  in  their  adeftion  to  his 
perlbn,  and  attachment  to  his  government ; all  furious  conteds  and  divifionsat  an  end, 
all  animofities  and  hatreds  fo  laid  afide  as  though  they  had  never  fubfided:  his  miniders 
afting  with  mutual  confidence,  his  councils  united,  and  as  though  one  fpirit  had 
podeded  the  whole  nation,  all  the  various  clades  of  his  people  eafy  and  contented  in 
the  proteftion  they  enjoyed,  the  mcafurcs  that  were  purfned,  the  advantages  they 
bad  gained,  and  the  plcafmg  profpefts  they  had  before  them,  of  a farther  fuccefsful 
war,  or  a fpeedy,  honorable,  and  lading  peace. 

To  fum  up  the  whole:  he  was  religious  without  fiipcrdition : temperate  without 
parfimony;  moderate  in  his  pleafures  without  a doical  contempt  of  them;  juft  wiihouc 
rigor;  charitable  without  piufufion;  rich  without  covctoulncfs ; frugal  without 
4 fordidnefs ; 
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WJIdflcfsi  humane  ind  tender  without  weaknefs  and  effeminacy;  fincere  in  Im  friend- 
ftiip,  but  not  the  property  of  favorites;  a lover  of  his  people  without  relaxing  the 
vmor  of  government  t a fupportcr  of  the  laws  without  relcnilefs  feverity ; a punilher 
of  vice  while  he  pitied  the  offender;  who  extinguifhed  rebellion,  but  fliewed  mercy  to 
rebels ; was  a friend  to  the  Proteftant  religion  without  perfecuting  even  Papifts ; a lover 
of  liberty  wbilff  becurbed  licentioufnefs;  Heady  without  oblUnacy « yielding  to  the  cir- 
cumffanecs  of  times  without  defeending  from  his  diznitp  true  to  his  word  without 
evaCon  or  perfidy;  calm  in  profperity,  but  not  unthankful  for  it;  patient  in  affliffion, 
bur  not  infeofible ; a lover  of  peace  without  facrificing  any  valuable  interefts  to  the 
name  of  it ; averfe  to  war  but  of  fpirit  to  carry  on  a iulf  one;  brave  in  battle  without 
ferocity  and  rafhnefs;  fuceefsfttl  without  vanity  and  fclf-elation ; vifforious  without 
pride;  rich  in  the  treafares  of  his  people  without  any  dilBpation  of  them:  preferved 
to  a very  advanced  age  without  any  remarkable  impairing  of  or  defeft  in  his  powers  y 
happy  in  the  eafy  circumnanccs  of  his  death  •,  and  never  more  beloved  and  honoured 
than  in  the  decline  of  hit  life,  and  when  an  all-wife  Providence  deprived  us  of  the  far- 
ther blelEngs  of  his  government. 

He  was  the  father  of  his  country,  the  friend  of  hit  people,  the  patron  cf  liberty, 
and  deferved  to  be  numbered  among  the  greateft  and  beft  of  princes ; and  his  reign 
will  ever  be  diffinguifiied  in  the  Britilh  annals  for  the  glory  of  the  fovereigs,  and  the 
bappinefs  of  his  people.  Dr.  Chandler. 


An  excellent  king,  poffclTed  of  as  mnch  juftice,  and  mercy,  and  good-nature,  as 
ever  prince  was  endows  with ; and  who  had  fo  flriff  an  adherence  to  the  laws  of  our 
eouniry,  that  cot  an  iuffance  can  be  pointed  out,  during  bit  whole  reign,  wherein  he 
made  the  leafl  attempt  upon  the  liberty,  or  property,  or  religion,  of  a fioglc  perfon. 

Arebbp.  h^RxiNc. 

* An  ea^  and  fuddon  failare  of  nature,  ai  that  he  msy  be  more  properly  faid  to  have  fiult* 
•fivf,  than  w have  experienced  the  pains  of  death. 
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QUEEN  CAROLINE. 


Queen  Caroline  had  lively,  pretty  parts,  a quick  conception,  ^ 
and  fome  degree  of  female  knowledge;  and  would  have, 
been  an  agreeable  woman  in  focial,  if  fhc  had  not  aimed  at  being  a - 
great  one  in  public  life.  She  had  the  graces  that  adorn  the  former, .. 
but  neidier  the  ftrength  of  parts  nor  the  judgement  neceflary  for  > 
the  latter.  She  profclTed  art,  iivftcad  of  concealing  it,  and  valued"' 
herfelf  upon  her  fkill  in  fimulation  and  diflimulation, . by  which . 
ftie  made  herfelf  many  enemies,  and  not-  one  friend,  even  among  , 
the  women  the  neareft  to  her  Perfon. 

She  loved  money,  but  could  occalionally- part  with  it,  efpecially 
to  men  of  learning,  whofc  patronage  flie  affedted.  She  often  con- 
verfed  with  them,  and  bewildered,  herlelf  in  their  metaphyfical. 
difputes,  which  neither  fhe  nor  they  themfelves  underftood.  Cun-- 
ning  and  perfidy  \vere  the  means  fhc  made  ufe  of  in  bufinefs,' . 
as  all  women  do,  for  want  of  better.  She  Ihewed  her  art  the  moft 
in  her  management  of  the  king,  whom  Ihe  governed  abfolutely,  by 
a feeming  complaifancc  and  obedience  to  all  his  humours;  fhe  even' 
favoured  and  promoted  his  gallantries.  She  had  a dangerous 
ambition,  for  it  was  attended  with  courage,  and,  if  file  had  lived 
much  longer,  might  have  proved  fatal  either  to  herfelf  or  the 
conftitution. 

After  puzzhng  herfelf  in  all  the  v\  himfies  and  fantaftical  fpecu- 
lations  of  different  fcdls,  flie  fixed  herfelf  ultimately  in  dcifm, 
believing  a future  Rate.  She  died  with  great  refolution  and  intre- 
pidity, of  a very  painful  diftemper,  and  under  fome  cruel  ope- 
rations. 

Up)on  the  w'hole,  the  agreeable  •woman  was  liked  by  moft  people ; 
but  the  queen  w'as  neither  eftcemed,  beloved,  nor  trufted,  by  any 
botiy  but  by  the  king. 
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When  Ihc  was  princefs  of  Anfpacb,  king  Charles  of  Spain  (afterwards  emperor  of 
(iermany)  was  much  taken  with  her  perfon  and  qualifications,  and  great  applications 
were  made  to  perfuade  her  to  ebange  her  religion  j but  Ihe  could  not  be  prevailed  on 
to  buy  a erovrn  at  fo  dear  a rate.  Soon  after,  fhe  was  married  to  the  prince  elciSoral  of 
Brunfwick,  which  gave  a glorious  eharafler  of  her  to  the  Englilh  nation;  and  her 
pious  firmnefs  is  like  to  be  rewarded,  even  in  this  life,  by  a much  better  crown  than 
that  which  ihe  rejeAed.  Bp.  Burnet. 


No  princefs  ever  lived  more  in  the  love  and  eileem  of  all  who  knew  her  than  flic  did. 
Her  conjugal  fidelity  was  exemplary ; and  her  parental  was  proved  by  the  numerous 
virtues  which  adorned  her  oifspring.  It  was  lamented,  that  the  nature  of  the 
breach  between  the  king  and  the  prince  of  Wales  did  not,  in  her  opinion,  admit  of 
his  receiving  the  lad  teflimonies  of  her  afleflioni  but  the  manner  of  her  death,  which 
was  pious  and  edifying,  fufficicnily  fjioke  her  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 

But  her  majefty  was  not  diilinguilhed  by  the  private  virtues  alone.  Her  royal 
confortin  her  always  found  a wife  and  faithful  counfellur;  and  when  ihe  was  enlrulled, 
as  (he  often  was,  with  the  reins  of  government,  the  public  was  happy  under  her 
adminiflratioo.  Her  natural  fagacity  and  talents  were  improved  by  reading  and 
converfing  with  the  moil  eminent  pbilofophers  and  autlmrs  of  the  age:  and  Ihe  had 
made  fo  great  a progrefs  in  iiteraiure,  that  fltc  became  an  umpire  in  one  of  the  moft 
abflrufc  points  of  metapbyfical  reafoning  that  was  ever  agitated,  the  dofirine  of  free 
will  and  fatality,  as  difputcd  between  Mr,  Leibnitz  and  Dr.  Clarke.  This  turn  for 
letters  had  fo  happy  an  effcia,  that  the  ingenious  were  always  fare  of  her  patronage; 
and  through  that  the  bench  of  biihops  was  filled  up  with  prelates  emiaent  for 
learning  and  moderation.  Tin  dal. 


Queen  Caroline  was  a princefs  of  uncommon  fagacity,  and  a pattern  of  conjugsl 
virtue.  'While  ihc  lived,  fomc  countenance  was  given  to  learning.  She  convtrfed 
with  Newton,  and  correfponded  with  Leibnitz.  She  took  pains  to  acquire  popu- 
larity : the  royal  family  on  certain  days  dined  in  public  for  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
people  : the  court  was  animated  with  a freedom  of  fpirit  and  vivacity,  which  rendered 
it  M once  brilliant  and  agreeable.  At  her  death  that  fpirit  began  to  languifli)  and  a 
total  Ihignation  of  gaiety  and  good  humour  eufued.  Smollett. 
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LORD'  T O W N S H E N D. 


Lord  Townffiend,  by  very  long  experience  and  uawearied 
application,  was  certainly  an  able  man  of  bufinefs,  which  was  ^ 
his  only  pallion.  His  parts  were  neither  above  nor  below  it;  they 
were  rather  flow,  a defe<R  of  the  fafer  fide.  He  required  time  to 
form  his  opinion;  but  when  formed,  he  adhered  to  it  with  invin- 
cible firmnefs,  not  to  fay  obftinacy,  whether  right  or  wrong,  and 
was  impatient  of  contradidtion. 

He  was  a moft  ungraceful  and  confufed  fi>eaker  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  inelegant  in  his  language,  perplexed  in  liis  arguments,  but 
always  near  the  ftrefs  of  tlie  queftion. 

His  manners  were  coarfc,  ruftic,  and  fccmingly  bnital,  but  his. 
nature  was  by  no  means  fb ; for  he  was  a kind  hufband  to  both  his 
wives,  a moft  indulgent  father  to  all  his  children,  and  a benevolent 
mafter  to  his  fervants,  furc  tefts  of  real  good-nature,  for  no  man 
can  long  together  fimulate  or  dilliraul.ate  at  home. 

He  was  a warm  friend  and  a tvann  enemy,  defedls,  if  defedls 
they  are,  infeparable  in  human  nature,  and  often  accompanying 
the  moft  generous  minds. 

Never  minifter  had  cleaner  hands  than  he  had.  Mere  domeftic 
ceconomy  was  his  only  care  as  to  money,  for  he  did  not  add  one 
acre  to  his  eftate,  and  left  his  younger  children  very  moderately 
provided  for,  though  he  had  been  in  confiderable  and  lucrative 
employments  near  thirty  years. 

As  he  only  loved  powder  for  the  fake  of  power,  in  order  to  pre- 
ferve  it  he  was  obliged  to  have  a moft  tinwarrantable  complaifance 
for  the  interefts  and  even  di<ftates  of  the  elcdlorate,  w hich  was  the 
only  w'ay  by  which  a Britilh  minifter  could  hold  either  favour  or 
power  during  the  reigns  of  king  George  the  firft  and  fecond. 

The  coarfenefs  and  imperioufiiefs  of  his  manners  made  him 
difagrccable  to  queen  Caroline. 
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Lord  Townfliend  was  not  of  a temper  to  adl  a fecond  part,  after 
having  a«£ted  a firft,  as  he  did  during  the  reign  of  king  George  the 
firft.  He  refolved  therefore  to  make  one  convulfive  ftruggle  to 
revive  his  expiring  power,  or,  if  that  did  not  fuccced,  to  retire  from 
bufinefs.  He  tried  the  experiment  upon  the  king,  with  wliom  he 
had  a perfonal  intereft.  The  experiment  failed,  as  he  might 
and  ought  to,  have  forefeen.  He  retired  to  his  feat  in  the 
country,  and  in  a few  years  died  of  an  apoplexy. 

Having  thus  mentioned  the  flight  defeats,  as  well  as  the  many 
valuable  parts,  of  his  charadler,  I muft  declare  that  I owed  the 
former  to  truth,  and  the  latter  to  gratitude  and  fricndlhip  as  well 
as  to  truth,  fince,  for  fome  years  before  he  retired  from  bufinefs, 
we  lived  in  the  ftriiStcft  intimacy  that  the  difference  of  our  age  and 
(ituations  could  admit,  during  which  time  he  gave  me  many 
unafked  and  unequivocal  proofs  of  his  friendfhip. 


The  choice  was  well  made  in  1709  for  lord  Townlhend  10  be  pleaiiiotcntiary  to  the 
States ; for  he  had  great  parts,  had  improved  thefe  by  travelling,  was  by  much  the 
mod  Alining  perfon  of  all  our  young  nobility,  and  had  on  many  occafions  dillinguilhcd 
himftif  very  eminently.  Ue  was  alfo  a man  of  great  integrity,  and  of  good  principles 
in  all  refpeAs,  free  from  all  vice,  and  of  an  engaging  converuiion. 

Bp.  Bukket. 


Lord  Townlhend  has  by  his  good  fenfe,  integrity,  opennefs,  and  alTability,  acquired 
the  univerfal  efleem  of  the  States,  beyond  what  could  be  hoped  from  fo  young  a 
miniAcr,  hod  to  fuch  a degree  as  will  always  be  remembered  to  hU  honour  in  that 
country.  Hare,  Bp.  of  Chichefter. 


Lord  Townfljend  had  the  reputation  of  condufling  the  external  tranfaflions  reKning 
to  treaties  and  negotiations.  He  is  faid  to  fove  underftood  that  province,  though  he 
did  not  always  follow  the  diflaies  of  his  own  underAanding.  He  poAeAcd  an  cxtcnAre 
fund  of  knowledge,  and  was  well  acquainted  with  the  funflions  of  his  oAIce. 

Smollett. 
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M R.  POPE. 


Pope  in  converfation  was  below  himfclf,  .he  was  felilom  cafy 
and  natural,  and  fecmcd  afraid  that  the  man  fliuuld  degrade 
_the  poet,  which  made  him  always  attempt  wit  and  humour,  often 
tinfuccefsfully,.and  too  often,  unfeafonably.  1 have  been  with  him 
,a  week  at  a time  at  his  houfe  at  Twickenham,  where  I necefl'arily 
faw  his  mind  in  its  iindrcls,  when  he  was  both  an  .agreeable  and 
inftrutflivc  companion. 

Ilis  moral  character  has  been  svarmly  attacketl,  and  but  weakly 
defended;  the  natural  confetjuence  of  his  Ihining  turn  to  fatire, 
.of  which  many  felt,  and  all  feared  the  fmart.  It  muft  be  ownerl, 
that  he  was  the  molt  irritable  of  all  the  genus  irritabik  vatutHy 
. offended  with  trifles,  and  never  forgetting  or  forgiving  them ; but 
in  this  I really  think,  that  the  poet  was  more  in  fault  than  the  man. 
He  was  as  great  an  inftance  as  any  he  quotes  of  the  contrarieties  and 
inconfiflencies  of  human  nature;  for,  notwithllanding  the  malig- 
nancy of  his  fitires,  atid  fome  blamcable  paflages  of  his  life,  he  was 
charitable  .to  his  power,  adtive  in  doing  good  offices,  and  pioufly 
attentive  to  an  old  bedTridden  mother,  who  died  but  a little  time 
.before  him.  His  iwor,  crazy,  deformed  body  was  a mere  Pandora's 
box,  containing  all  the  phyfical  ills  that  ever  afflicted  humanity. 
This,  perhaps,  whetted  the  edge  of  his  fatire,  and  may  in  fome 
.degree  exemfe  it. 

.1  will  fay  nothing  of  his  works;  they  fjieak  fufficiently  for 
themfelves;  they  will  live  as  long  as  letters  and  tafte  fliaU  remain 
in  this  country,  and  be  more  and  more  admired,  as  envy  and 
■refentment  fliall  fubfide.  But  I will  venture  this  piece  of  claffical 
hlafphemy,  which  is,  that;,  however  he  may  be  fuppofed  to  be 
.obliged  to  Horace,  Horace  is  more  obliged  to  him. 

He  was  a deift  believing  in  a future  ftatc:  this  he  has  often 
o.vyned  himfelf  to  me;  but  when  he  died  he  facrificed  a cock  to 

Efculapius, 
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Etculapius,  and  fuffered  the  priefts  who  got  about  him  to  perform 
all  their  abfurd  ceremonies  upon  his  body. 

Having  mentioned  his  being  a deift,  I cannot  forbear  relating  a 
fingular  anecdote,’  not  quite  foreign  from  the  pur[K>le.  I went  to  him 
one  morning  at' Twickenham,  and  found  a large  folio  bible,  with 
gilt  clafps,  lying  before  him  uj»n  his  table;  and,  as  I knew  his  way 
of  thinking  ui>on  that  book,  1 afked  him  jocofely.  If  he  was  going 
to  write  an  anfwer  to  it?  “ It  is- a pretent,”  faid  he,  “ or  rather  a 
“ legacy,  from  my  old  friend  the  bifhop  of  Rocheftcr.  I went  td 
“ take  my  leave  of  him  yefterday  in  the  Tower,  where  I faw  this 
“ bible  upon  his  table\  After -the  firft  compliments  the  bifhop  faid 
“ to  me,  ‘ My  friend  Pope,  confidering  your  infirmities,  and  my 
“ age  and  exile,  it  is  not  likely  we  fliould  ever  meet  again,  and 
“ therefore  I give  you  this  legacy  to  remember  me  by.  Take  it 
“ home  with  you,  and  let  me  advife  you  to  abide  by  it/  ‘ Does 
“ your  lordfhip  abide  by  it  yourfelf  ?’ — ‘ I do.’  — ‘ If  you  do,  my 
“ lord,  it-is  but  lately.  May  I beg  to  know  what  new  lights  or 
“ arguments-  have  prevailed  with  you  now,  to  entertain  an  opinion' 
“ fo  contrary  to  that  which  you  entertained  of  that  book  all  the 
“ former  part  of  your  life  >’  The  bifhop  replied,  ‘ We  have  noB 
“ time  to  talk  of  thefc  things;  but  take  home  the  book,  I wilf 
“ abide  by  it,  and  I recommend  to  you  to  do  fo  too ; and  fo  God 
“ blefs  you.”.* 

Was 

• It  i«  certain,  that  Auerhur)',  bifltop  of  Rochefter,  nrcnooully  nerted  his  endeavours  to 
mate  him  abjure  poper)-;  but  .Mr.  Po]>e  always  declined  or  eluded  the  fuljea.  On  tire  de.«h  of 
his  father,  liotecver,  the  bilhop  addrentd  hiiir  very  lerioufly  on  the  fubjcdl  in  n letter,  telling 
him,  **  You  have  it  now  in  y«)ur  power  lo  purfoe  that  tnetbM  of  thinking  and  living  which  yotf 
**  like  beft.'*  Among  other  things  in  Mr.  dope's  anfwer,  he  replied,  **  It  is  true  1 have  lott  is 
**  parent,  (or  whom  no  gains  I oouU  make  would  be  any-  equivalent.  Hue  that  was  not  toy 
**  only  1 thank  God  another  ftill  remains  of  the  fame  tender  natures  Gntttrix 
**  A rigid  divine  may  call  it  a carnal  tyc,  but  furc  it  it  a virtuous  onr.->SI»e,  iny  lord,  would 
**  think  ibis  f<parati«H  more  grievous  than  any  other.— Wltethcr  tlic-changc  would  be  to  mjr- 
**  fpiritual  acTvanUge,  God  only  knows:  this  1 know,  that  i mean  as  well  in  the  re  igion  1 
**  now  profefs,  as  1 can  poflibly  ever  do  in  another.  Can  a man  who  iliinkit  ft*  jutTifjr  a 
“ change,  even  if  he  thought  both  et|ually  good  ^ 1 o fuch  an  one,  the  part  of  joining  witb> 
**  any  one  body  of  Chhiiians  might  pcrh.ip  Ik  eai'y,  but  I tliink  it  would  not  Ik  fo  to 
^ renounee  the  other.  Your  lorulhip  has  formerly  advjfcd  me  to  read  the  bed  comrovcrfics 
**  between  the  churches. — X did  fo  at  fourteto  years  old  — the  oontequence  was,  that  1 found* 
**  myfelf  a Papifl  and  a Prcteflant  by  turns,  according  to  the  laft  book  4 ri'ad.  I am  afraid  mofb 
“ fcekeri  are  in  the  tame  caic;  and  when  they  dap,  they  are  not  lb  properly  Ci^itvcricd  as 
outwitted.  You  lee  how  liitic  glory  you  would  gam  by  my  cooverlion.  Ha<l>  .lUer  all,  k 
verily  believe  yourlotdXhip  andl  arc  lx)ih  of  the  fame  religion,  if  wc  were  ihorougidy  m i!er> 
• I “ flood 
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Was  this  hypocrify;  was  it  the  efFefl  of  illnefs,  misfortancs, 
ami  difapix)intc(l  views;  or  was  it  late,  very  late  tomiihon?  1 will 
not  take  upon  me  even  to  conjc<Sure.  The  nilnd  of  man  is  lb 
variable,  fo  tlifferent  from  itfelf  in  i>rofperity  and  adverfity,  in 
fitknefs  and  in  health,  in  high  or  in  low  fpirits,  that  I take  the 
effedfs  as  I find  them,  w ithout  prefuming  to  trace  them  up  to  their 
true  and  fecret  caufes.  I know,  by  not  knowing  even  myfclf,  how 
little  I know  of  that  good,  that  bad,  that  knowing,  that  ignorant 
that  rcafoning  and  unreafonable  creature,  Man. 


If  w«  may  judge  of  Pope  by  bis  works,  bis  chief  aim  was  to  be  elleemed  a manoF 
virnie.  His  letters  arc  written  in  that  ftile  ; his  laft  volumes  are  all  of  the  moral  kind  j 
he  has  avoided  trifles,  and  confequently  has  efcaped  a rock  which  hath  proved  very 
injurious  to  Dr.  Swift’s  reputation.  He  hath  given  his  imagination  full  fcope,  and  yer 
has  preferved  a perpeiuai  guard  upon  his  condufl.  The  conAitution  of  his  body  ami 
mind  might  really  incline  him  to  the  habits  of  caution  and  refci  ve.  The  treatment 
which  he  met  with  afrerwards,  from  an  innumerable  tribe  of  adverfaries,  conSrnied 
' this  habit,  aud  made  him  flower  than  the  dean  in  pranounciog  his  judgment  upon 
perfons  and  things. 

His  profe  writings  are  little  lefs  harmonious  than  bis  verfc ; and  bis  voice  in  common 
convcrlation  was  fo  naturally  mufical,  that  I remember  houeft  lorn  Southern  ufed  to 
call  him  the  UttU  nightingale.  His  manners  were  delicate,  eafy,  and  engaging  j and  he 
treaicil  his  friends  with  a politenefs  .that  charmed,  and  a generofity  that  was  much  to 
his  honor.  Every  gueft  was  made  happy  within  bis  doors,  plealhie  dwelt  ondei  bis 
iioof,  and  elegance  prcfided  at  his  table.  Lord  Oarer v.. 


Aleiander  Pope,  though  not  the  greateft  genius,  was  undoubtedly  the  mod  plcafng 
poet  that  this,  or  perhaps  any  other  country  ever  produced.  He  profefled  the  Roman 
Catholic  religion,  only  becaufe  be  was  born  in  it;  and  he  did  not  chufc  to  be  Cngnlar 
by  changing  his  religion,  when  other  motives  might  have  been  more  than  fufpcfled. 
In  his  middle  age  liis  poetical  conneOions  feem  to  have  lain  equally  with  the  whig* 
as  the  lories,  but  perfonally  he  appeared  to  have  had  a much  greater  cordiality  for 
the  latter.  With  the  greateft  opportunities  of  knowing  mankind  he  was  a very  bad 
judge  of  them.  He  had  very  little  learning,  and  Icfs  temper ; and  provided  he  was 

“ flood  by  one  another;  and  that  all  honeft  and  veafenable  Chriftians  would  be  fo,  if  they  did 
but  talk  en  >ugti  together  every  day ; and  had  nothing  to  do  together  but  to  ferveCkxl,  and  live 
**  in  peace  with  their  neighbour. — fn  my  politic*,  1 think  no  farther  than  how  to  pi^crve  the 
**  peace  of  my  bfe  in  any  government  under  which  1 live;  nor  in  my  reiigioo,  than  to  prelerve 
*'  the  peace  of  my  conl'cicncc  in  any  church  with  which  1 communicate.  1 hope  all  chnrchee 
“ and  all  govemmcnti  are  fo  far  of  God  a*  they  art  rightly  underftood,  and  rightly  admieiftcred : 
“ and  where  they  ate,  or  may  be  wrong,  I leave  it  to  God  alooe  to  mend  or  laonu  them;  which 
“ whenever  he  doca,  it  inuft  be  by  greater  mflnuDeon  than  1 ank." 
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left  rut>reine  in  bis  poetical  capacity,  he  was  contented  to  be  fubordinate  in  any  other. 
Towards  the  decline  of  life,  he  contrafled  a kind  of  an  averlion  to  the  goTernment ; 
and  it  was  generally  at  his  boufe  the  mod  confiderable  members  of  the  oppofiiion  met 
and  concerted  their  meafures.  In  his  natural  completion  be  was  the  very  rererfe  of 
what  be  pretended  to  be  in  his  writings!  though  fplenetic,  he  was  not  inunoral ; yet  he 
defcended  to  employ  the  lowed  agents,  and  to  pratife  the  meancd  arts,  to  advance  hii 
reputation  as  a poet,  which  he  had  the  peculiar  art  of  making  fuhfervient  to  hit 
intcred.  Tindal. 


To  write  elegantly  in  verfe  is  the  gift  of  one  in  a million,  and  that  only  to  the  trtte 
port.  Mr.  Pope  is  the  bed  ptet  in  England,  and  at  prefent  of  all  the  world.  I never 
law  fo  amiable  an  imagination,  fo  gentle  graces,  fo  great  variety,  fu  much  wit,  and  fo 
refined  knowledge  of  the  world,  at  in  the  little  performance,  “ The  Rape  of  the 
” Lock."  Voltaire. 


Mr.  Pope  was  low  in  datnre,  and  of  a diminutive  and  midiapeo  figure,  which  no 
one  ridiculed  more  pleafantly  than  himfelf.  His  conditution  was  naturally  tender  and 
delicate,  and  in  his  temper  be  was  naturally  mild  and  gentle,  yet  fometimes  betrayed 
that  exqu'ifite  fenfibility  which  is  the  concomitant  of  genius.  His  lively  perception 
and  delicate  feeling,  irritated  by  wretched  ill  health,  made  him  too  quickly  take  fire, 
but  his  good  fenfe  and  humanity  foon  rendered  him  placable. 

His  pafiion  for  poetry  was  fo  drong,  that  be  often  declared  he  began  to  write  verfet 
earlier  in  life  chan  be  could  call  to  memory.  Between  fifteen  and  twenty  be  devoted 
himfelf  entirely  to  the  reading  of  the  mod  confiderable  poets  and  critics  in  the  Greek, 
].atin,  French,  Italian,  and  Engliflr  languages.  His  tender  frame  preferred  him  from 
thole  modes  of  intemperance  to  which  genius  in  particular  has  often  proved  a viflim  *. 
His  fickly  date  of  health  foon  made  him  fenfible  of  fcnfual  excedes,  which,  with  the 
uncomclinefs  of  bis  perfon,  might  render  him  more  adiduous  to  cultivate  his  mental 
faculties,  that  he  might  atone  for  the  defeRs  of  an  ungraceful  figure  by  the  accom- 
pli fhments  of  an  elegant  and  polidied  mind.  Hit  correfl  and  accurate  judgment 
enabled  him  to  apply  the  choice  and  varions  talents  he  podeded  to  the  bed  advantage. 
The  fertility  of  his  invention  never  rendered  his  ideas  crowded  and  confufed : they  are 
always  clear,  didinfl,  precife,  and  pertinent : the  vigor  and  vivacity  of  bis  imagina- 
tion never  degenerated  into  wanton  lu.vuriance.  His  images  are  lively,  bold,  and 
ardent;  but  appofite,  elegant,  and  chade.  We  fcldom  meet  with  a falfe  mixture  of 
metaphors;  his  figures  are  beautifully  congruous  and  cxafl.  The  brilliance  of  his 
fancy  likewife  was  happily  attempered,  and  never  dazzled  with  the  falfe  ludre  of 
gaudy  conceit  and  fantaltic  witticifm.  ^ 

The  nature  of  a writer’s  genius  is  to  be  collcfted  from  his  earlied  efforts;  and  that 
of  Mr.  Pope  appears  to  have  been  of  the  moral  and  comcmplativc  cad,  as  may  be 
concluded  from  his  Odt  fo  Solitude,  the  fird  produfiion  of  his  childhood ; — and  there 
is  a genius  of  dyle  which  is  an  indifpenfable  ingredient  in  the  compoCtion  of  poetical 
excellence,  and  to  this  he  owes  his  fuperiotity  t a copious  How  of  expreflion,  a correfl, 
glowing,  and  fplcndid  diflion,  and  a ravilhing  harmony  of  numbers,  were  peculiar  to 

• From  bit  nnmeroot  connexioni  among  the  great  he  wat  iwverthelefi  obliged  fometimei  to 
fubmit  to  the  inconvenience  of  irregular  hours,  and  tempted  to  partake  of  a lurfeittng  variety. 
In  fome  of  his  letters  to  bis  familiar  friends  be  cenfuret  himfelf  for  it,  and  thus  acldrcllct  Mr. 
Bethel : “ Take  care  of  your  health  ; follow  not  the  feafls  [as  I have  done)  of  lords,  aor  tha 
St  frolics  of  ladies ; but  be  compofed,  yet  chearful ; cosuplaifant,  yet  not  a Have." 
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oar  pact.  The  Tplendid  marks  of  genius,  whkb  indine  us  to  excuie  the  faitiogi  of 
others,  gire  additional  lull  re  to  bis  writings,  and  his  wit  only  ferved  to  adorn  his 
jadgment.  It  was  to  the  accuracy  of  his  judgment,  and  to  the  unwearied  patience  and 
application  with  which  be  finiibed  hit  writings,  that  he  owed  that  lingular  correftoels 
which  diftinguilhes  them  above  all  others.  With  regard  to  the  extent  ot'  his  genius, 
it  was  To  wide  and  variosts,  that  perhaps  it  will  not  be  too  much  to  fay,  that  he 
excelled  in  every  fpecies  of  compoOtion : and,  befide  bis  excellence  as  a poet,  be  vraa 
both  an  antiquarian  and  an  architeft,  and  neither  in  an  inferior  degree. 

His  various  reading  and  retentive  memory,  alTillcd  by  a habit  ot  redcAion,  rendered 
him  intelligent  upon  moil  fubjciils,  and  his  fecial  drfpofiiion  made  him  communicative ; 
but  be  was  not  formed  for  a public  fpcakcr.  He  never  could  fpc.ik  in  public  : a (lory 
that  he  could  relate  with  plrafurctu  any  three  friends,  he  could  not  before  a company 
of  twelve.  When  he  was  to  appear  for  Atterbnry  at  hU  trial,  though  he  had  but  tea 
words  to  fay,  and  on  a plain,  eafy  point,  he  made  two  blunders  in  them. 

He  was  open,  unadefied,  and  affable  in  his  manners.  He  never  debafed  himlelf  by 
an  unbecoming  levity  or  fervile  accommodation : nor  did  he  offend  others  by  an  over- 
weening arrogance  and  pertinacity.  He  was  free,  yet  decent ; lively,  yet  difcrect. 
Though  no  one,  as  a writer,  perhaps  was  ever  more  the  lubjcft  of  laviut  encomium 
»nd  Uliberal  critictfm,  yet  few  appear  to  have  been  lefs  aftcfkcd  by  either.  He  had  a 
confeinus  dignity  of  mind,  which  fccured  him  Irum  being  elated  by  the  former,  or 
depreffed  by  the  Utter.  No  man  ever  judged  of  others  with  more  c.inda«r  and 
liberality  ; — he  celebrated  living  merit,  and  that  of  ihofc  that  were  dead,  with  a warm 
and  heart-felt  applaufc. 

His  moral  cliarafler  above  all  adorns  and  endears  his  memory.  In  every  relaiioa  of 
life  he  was  equally  excellent  and  praile  wortliy.  His  filial  piety  was  particularly 
eminent  and  exemplary.  His  affcclion  and  reverence  for  his  parents  appears  on  all 
occalions  wherein  he  could  expreis  them;  and  no  man  ever  entertained  more  exalted 
notions  of  friendibip,  or  was  ever  more  finccre,  ileady,  warm,  and  dilimcrdled  in  all 
his  attachments.  Jivery  inch  of  his  heart  was  let  out  in  lodginv^  for  his  friends. 

He  was  too  inattentive  to  the  moral  qualities  of  the  friends  which  he  chnfe  in  youth; 
but  in  bis  riper  years  he  turned  off  bis  unworiiiy  acquaintance,  and  formed  no  con- 
gexions  through  vanity.  Though  be  lived  among  the  great  and  wealthy,  his 
familiarity  with  them  never  fo  far  corrupttd  his  manners,  or  influenced  his  writings,  as 
to  induce  him  lofl  uter  ordiffcmbic.  He  did  not  idolize  their  power,  but  refpefl  their 
principles,  as  is  evident  from  bis  attachment  to  the  two  fallen  miniilers,  Bolingbrokc 
and  Oxford,  to  whom  he  never  offered  incenfe  in  their  profpciity,  but  paid  them  the 
grateful  tribute  of  applaufc  after  their  difgrace.  Uis  principles  and  his  fpirk 
excluded  him  from  .employing  their  influence  to  proenre  for  himfelf  cither  place  or 
penfton ; and  when  civilly  treated  and  courted  by  Sir  Kobcri  Walpole,  who  it  is 
thought  offered  to  procure  him  a pcnfion,  he  declined  it,  faying,  I never  thought 
'•  myfclf  fo  warm  in  any  party’s  caufe  as  to  deferve  their  money.”  He  always 
indullrioufly  avoided  party  attachments,  declaring  that  lie  had  |>erfrinal  obligations  to 
men  of  different  fides,  which  he  would  never  violate.  It  was  furmifed,  from  his 
intimacy  with  Swift  and  others  of  that  party,  due  he  took  a (hare  in  tiv  political 
fquabbics  of  thofc  days;  yet  it  is  now  certain,  that  he  never  intermeddUd  with  any 
public  concerns,  and  never  wrote  a politic.il  paper  in  his  life. 

His  love  of  virtue  was  ardent  and  unfeigned.  He  was  punflual,  temperate, 
generous,  beneficent,  and  grateful.  To  the  rictucs  of  oeconomy  and  umperance  he 
united  the  merit  of  the  moll  expanded  beneficence.  His  aSeflioa  and  gcneiohiy  were 
confpicuous,  and  his  gratitude  was  equal  to  his  gcnerolity  : be  never  forgot  any  benefit 
4 * due 


Djgilized  by  Google 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD.  19 

iTiat  he  lisd  received,  or  ever  omitted  an  ocealion  of  making  a gratefol  rtmrn  to  his 
benefaftor. 

He  had  a fincere  love  for  his  country,  and  a dilTunve  benevolence  for  the  whole  human 
race.  With  found  fenfe,  ftrong  fatire,  and  manly  freedom  of  fentiment,  hevincHeated 
on  all  occafions  the  political  and  religious  rights  of  mankind,  and  proved  himfelf  to 
have  been  a bigot  to  no  fefl  or  party.  His  pen  was  guided  by  more  noble  and 
eatenCve  views  than  that  of  ferving  any  fafKon. 

He  had  a kind  of  reverential  regard,  and  an  extravagance  of  attachment  to  lotd 
Bolingbroke,  which  bordeied  even  upon  imbecility.  It  proved  to  be  a blind  partiality 
for  an  unworthy  friend  f who,  while-  Ite  lived.  Rill  courted  and  carefled  Mas*  and 
expreCed  deep  concern  for  him  when  dying,  but  w.is  the  firR  to  throw  dirt  on  his 
aifaes,  and  afperfe  his  memory  by  the  imputation  of  a bafenefs  which  his  foul  above 
all  others  abhorred  — that  of  treachery.  Mr.  Pope's  better  judgment  might  have 
taught  him,  that  the  man  who  was  falfe  to  his  public,  would  never  be  true  to  his 
private  connexions  ♦. 

It  may  appear  ftrange,  that  one  of  Mr.  Pope’s  (Irong  fenfe  and  liberal  mind  Iboiild 
perfiR  in  profclling  a religion  ( Pa/>ery)  founded  in  the  groffcll  error  and  abfurdity,  and 
fupported  by  the  moft  manifeft  fraud  and  tyranny.  But  this  feems  rather  to  have  been 
owing  to  the  tendernefs  of  his  heart,  than  the  ncaknefs  of  his  head.  When  we  con- 
fider  the  reverence  wc  entciiain  for  the  opinions  of  our  parents,  mote  cfpccially  when 
filial  affeflion  comes  in  aid  of  parental  authority,  and  the  regard  we  pay  to  our  earlicll 
and  mod  intimate  friendihips  and  connexions,  which  wc  Ihould  forfeit  by  abandoning 
thofc  principles,  we  lhall  find  that  it  requires  fomething  more  than  a llrong  undcr- 
Randing  to  make  an  open  renunciation  of  opinions  which  would  be  attended  with  the 
lofs  of  all  thofe  heart-felt  pleafurcs  wliich  we  derive  from  the  love  of  our  parents, 
and  the  eRccm  of  our  earlieR  friends.  Tbefc  no  doubt  were  among  the  obRacles 
which  reRraincd  Mr.  Pope  from  publicly  renouncing  a religion,  the  bigotry  of  which 
he  hath  expofed  and  ridiculed  in  his  writings.  But  his  underRanding  was  too  folid 
and  acute  to  be  perverted  by  the  fallacy  and  foppery  of  a religion  which  can  only 
iinpofe  on  the  vulgar. 

Several  of  his  friends  were  anxious  that  he  Rtould  abjure  the  profeffion  of  a religion 
fo  incnnfiftcni  with  his  enlightened  underRanding,  and  fo  injurious  to  his  intercR;  on 
which  topic  he  thus  wrote  to  bifliop  Atterbury,  “ Whether  the  change  would  be  to 
“ my  fpiritual  advantage,  God  only  knowrs:  this  I know,  that  I mean  as  well  in  the 
“ religion  I now  profefs  as  I can  poflibly  ever  do  in  another. — I am  not  a PapiR,  for 
“ 1 renounce  the  temporal  invaftons  of  the  Papal  power,  and  dctcR  their  arrogated 
'*  authority  over  princes  and  Rates.  I am  a Catholic  in  the  RridlcR  fenfe  of  the 
“ word.  The  things  I have  always  wifhed  to  fee,  are  not  a Homan  Catholic,  or  a 
“ French  Catholic,  or  a Spanifla  Catholic,  but  a true  Catholic:  and  not  a king  of 
“ whigs,  or  a king  of  tortes,  but  a king  of  England.  Which  God  of  his  mercy 
" grant  his  prefeni  majefly  may  be,  and  all  future  majeflics !”  He  thought  himfelf 
of  too  little  confequence  to  do  much  good  by  leaving  the  corrupt  church  of  Rome, 
and  he  was  very  certain  it  would  be  expofing  himfelf  to  much  abuie;  and  his  extreme 
delicacy  and  feufibility  made  him  abbot  the  thought  of  being  fufpefted  to  facrificc  his 
tcligious  principles  from  any  motive  of  worldly  honor  or  intcreR. 

• See  a more  particular  account  of  this  in  lord  Bolinghrokc's  charaftcr,  p.  23.  It  was 
Pope’s  fortune  to  b:  cgrcgioutly  duped  by  his  friend,  and  alfo  by  his  iniftrcis  (Mrs.  Blount). 
The  malk  of  rigid,  favage  virtue  wliicii  the  former  alfuroed  when  he  turned  pbilofopher,  and  the 
IctykiVnia  kf  fncndRiip  which  he  thought  he  faw  in  the  oUtcr,  matlc  a fpert  of  his  head  and  bis 
heart. 
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No  mio  ever  exprelTed  a greater  rerereoce  and  veoeration  for  the  Deity,  or  enter- 
tained a firmer  perfuafion  of  the  truthi  of  Cbriftianitj.  When  witlings  and  free- 
thinkers mifapplied  and  perverted  hit  writings  and  fentiments,  fo  as  to  give  coun- 
tenance to  their  own  licentious  principles,  it  gave  him  great  concern,  and  h« 
readily  embraced  the  firA  occafion  of  entering  hU  proteA  againA  all  fuch  mlfconRruc- 
tions.  His  nice  attendon  to  avoid  giving  oAence  by  a feeming  neglefi  of  rcligiout 
decorum,  was  confpicuous  in  his  lateA  moments.  A friend  aAc^  him.  Whether  he 
would  not  die  as  his  father  and  mother  had  done;  and  whether  he  Aiould  fend  for  a 
pricA  f He  anfwered,  “ I do  not  fuppofe  it  to  be  fffinlul ; but  it  will  look  right,  and 
*'  1 heartily  thank  joa  for  putting  me  in  mind  of  ic.”  RvrrHaao. 
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LORD  BOLINGBROKE. 


I_T  is  impoflible  to  find  lights  and  lhades  firong  enough  to  paint 
the  charadler  of  lord  Bolingbroke,  who  was  a moft  mortifying 
infiance  of  the  violence  of  human  paflions,  and  of  the  wcaknefs  of 
the  improved  and  exalted  human  reafon.  His  virtues  and  his 
vices,  his  reafon  and  his  paflions,  did  not  blend  themfelvcs  by  a 
gradation  of  tints,  but  formed  a fliining  and  hidden  contrail. 

Here  the  darkeft,  there  the  mofi  fplendid  colours,  ami  both  ren- 
dered more  linking  from  their  proximity,  impctuollty,  excefs, 
and  almofi  extravagancy,  chanufierized  not  only  his  paflions  but 
even  his  fenfes.  His  youth  was  dillinguiflred  by  all  the  tumult  and 
ftorm  of  pleafures,  in  which  he  licentioully  triumphed,  difdaining 
all  decorum.  His  fine  imagination  was  often  heated  and  exhaufied 
with  his  body  in  celebrating  and  deifying  the  profiitute  of  the 
night,  and  his  convivial  joys  were  pullied  to  all  the  extravagancy  of 
frantic  bacchanals.  Thefe  paflTions  were  never  interrupted  but  by 
a fironger,  ambition.  The  former  imi>aired  both  his  confiitution 
and  his  character;  but  the  latter  deftroyed  both  his  fortune  and  his 
reputation. 

He  engaged  young,  and  difiinguillied  himfelf,  in  bufincls.  His 
penetration  was  almofi  intuition,  and  he  adorned  whatever  fubjeifl 
he  either  fpoke  or  wrote  upon  by  the  mofi  fplendid  eloquence; 
not  a fiudied  or  laboured  eloquence,  but  by  fuch  a flowing  happi- 
nefs  of  di(flion,  which  (from  care  perhaps  at  firft)  was  become  fo 
habitual  to  him,  that  even  his  mofi  familiar  converfations,  if  taken  . 
down  in  writing,  would  have  borne  the  prefs,  without  the  Icaft 
corredlion,  either  as  to  method  or  llyle.  He  had  noble  and 
generous  fentiments,  rather  than  fixed,  refledled  principles  of . 
good-nature  and  friendlhip;  but  they  were  more  violent 'than 
lafiing,  and  fuddenly  and  often  varied  to  their  oppofite  extremes, 
with  regard  even  to  the  fame  perlbns.  He  received  the  common 
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attentions  of  civility  as  obligations,  which  he  returned  with  intereft, 
and  refented  with  jjallion  the  little  inadvertencies  of  human  nature, 
which  he  repaid  with  intereft  too.  Even  a difference  of  opinion 
upon  a philofophical  fubjcdl  would  provoke,  and  prove  him  no 
pradlical  philofopher  at  leaft. 

Notwithrtanding  the  diftipation  of  his  youth,  and  the  tumultuous 
agitation  of  his  middle  age,  he  had  an  inlinitc  fund  of  various  and 
ahuoft  univerfal  knowledge,  which  from  the  cleareft  and  quickeft 
conception,  and  the  happieft  memory  that  ever  man  was  b'eft  with, 
he  always  carried  about  him.  It  was  his  pocket-money,  and  he 
never  had  occafion  to  draw  ujxjn  a book  for  any  funi.  He  excelled 
more  paiticularly  in  hillory,  as  his  hiftorical  works  jdainly  prove. 
The  relative,  i>olitical,  and  commercial  intcrefts  of  every  country 
in  Europe,  particularly  of  his  own,  were  l)ctter  known  to  him  than 
jKi'haps  to  any  man  in  it;  but  how  fteadily  he  purfued  the  latter 
in  his  jiublic  conduct,  his  enemies  of  all  parties  and  denominations 
tell  with  i)lc.afure. 

During  liis  long  exile  in  France,  he  applied  himfclf  to  ftudy 
with  his  charadterirtical  ardour;  and  there  he  formed,  and  chiefly 
executed,  the  plan  of  his  great  i>hilofophical  work.  The  common 
bounds  of  human  knowledge  were  too  narrow'  for  his  warm 
and  afpiring  imagination;  he  muft  go  exfra  flatnanlia  fumtiia 
mtmdi,  and  explore  the  unknown  and  unknowable  regions  of  meta- 
phyfics,  w'hich  open  an  unbounded  field  for  the  excurlions  of  an 
ardent  imagination,  w'here  endlefs  conjedlurcs  fupply  the  defedt  of 
unattainable  know'ledge,  and  too  often  ufurp  both  its  name  and  its 
influence. 

He  had  a very  handfome  perfon,  with  a moft  engaging  addrefs 
in  his  air  and  manners;  he  had  all  the  dignity  and  good-breeding 
which  a man  of  quality  flrould  or  can  have,  and  w hich  fo  few,  in 
this  country  at  leaft,  really  have. 

He  profefled  himfelf  a deift,  believing  in  a general  Providence, 
but  dottbting  of,  though  by  no  means  rejedling  (as  is  commonly 
fupiwfed)  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  and  a future  ftate. 

He  died  of  a cruel  and  fltiKking  diftemper,  a cancer  in  his  face, 
which  he  endurctl  wdth  firrrinefs.  A week  before  he  dietl,  I took 
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my  laft  leave  of  him  with  grief ; and  he  returned  me  his  lad 
farewel  with  tendemefs,  and  faid,  “ Gcxl  who  placed  me  here, 
“ \rill  do  what  he  pleafes  with  me  hereafter;  and  he  knows  beft 
“ what  to  do.  May  he  blefs  you !” 

Upon  the  whole  of  this  extraordinary  character,  what  can  we 
fay,  but,  alas  poor  luunan  nature ! 


Lord  Bollngbroke  came  early  into  the  great  world.  What  natural  good  principles 
he  had  were  corrupted  by  that  political  accommodation,  that  habit  of  diflimulatioD, 
which  is,  or  is  thought  to  be,  neceflary  for  thofe  that  fill  the  high  (lations  in  the  aflive 
fecnes  of  life.  To  this  perhaps,  as  well  as  to  fome  conflitutional  caufes,  it  was  owing, 
that  his  lordlhip’s  feelings  were  many  of  them  affefled,  all  of  them  tranlient. 

His  letters  on  the  Spirit  of  Patriotifm,  on  the  Idea  of  a l^iriot  King,  and  on  the 
State  of  Parties  at  the  AccelTion  of  King  George  the  Kirft,  at  bell  contain  little  more 
than  common-place  declamation.  His  Patriot  Prince  is  no  better  than  a mere  Ichuol 
declamation,  which  acquaints  the  world  with  this  important  fccrct,  “ That,  if  a prince 
“ could  be  once  brouglit  to  love  his  country,  he  would  always  aft  for  the  good  of  it.” 
Mr.  Pope’s  partiality  for  this  treatife,  and  fondnefs  for  his  friend,  however,  led  him  to 
print  it,  and,  it  is  (aid,  without  the  knowledge  and  ennfent  of  his  nohic  fri.nd.  On 
this  account,  his  lordihip  cart  very  fcverc  exprertions  on  Pope’s  honor  and  fincerity ; 
but  it  feemed  to  he  a pretence  for  indulging  his  fpleen  and  refentment  againd  the  dead 
pos't  (for  his  friendly  fincerity  refpefling  his  remarks  as  to  the  authenticity  of  the 
fcriptorcs)  which  he  dared  not  to  attack  while  living. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  that  his  lordihip  fhnuld  harbour  fuch  a pitiful  refentment, 
when  his  charadlcr  is  confidered  j which  was  vain,  arrogant,  and  vinsliSive.  Being 
difappointed  in  his  views  of  taking  the  lead  in  the  political  world,  he  as  vainly 
attempted  to  prefidein  the  literary  republic : and  as  he  could  not  endure  a colleague  in 
politics,  neither  could  he  bear  a rival  in  letters.  To  be  oppofed  in  either,  monified 
his  pride  and  provoked  his  malice ; and  he  became  the  talumnialer  of  his  friend,  from 
the  (amc  principle  that  he  turned  a rebel  to  his  country.  RumiEAD. 


The  four  lart  years  of  the  adminifiration  of  queen  Anne’s  reign  prefented  a feene 
the  moft  iniquitous  that  was  ever  brought  on  the  ftage  of  public  affairs.  All  the , 
hojxfful  expeflations  of  reaping  the  fruit  of  much  blood  and  treafure  (which  then 
feemed  infallible)  were  blaftcd  and  confounded  on  a fudden,  by  the  prevailing  intrigues  , 
of  a faffion  cott.pofcd  of  a few  ambitious  and  defigning  men,  in  concert  with  a new 
favorite  lady,  who  had  gained  the  affeflions  of  the  queen.  Thefc  new  projedlors  . 
broke  through  the  barriers  of  honor,  bonelly,  and  good  faith;  and,  giving  up  all 
•concern  not  only  for  the  intcreff  of  our  friends,  hnt  of  their  own  country,  without 
any  other  motive  or  provocation  than  that  of  fattsfying  their  wicked  and  afpiring 
views  at  any  rate,  and  in  order  to  bring  in  the  pretender,  they  flung  thcmfelvcs  into 
the  arms  of  I'  rance. 

Lord 
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Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  was  a principal  manager  in  defence  of  -the  adminiilralion,  it 
very  bold  and  dogmatic  in  his  aflertions,  employs  much  art  and  colouring  to  fct  them 
off  to  the  bed  advantage,  and  to  make  fupcrfcial  and  imaginary  notions,  void  of  all 
proof  or-  argument,  paft  for  realities;  and,  to  divert  the  reader’s  attention  from  the 
objefl  of  troth,  he  takes  great  pains  to  calumniate  others,  the  ufoal  rcfource  of  a 
weak  caufe:  hit  aflertions  are  pofitive,  difplaycd  with  great  affurance,  and  in  a plau- 
fible  and  amufing  ftyle  V but  a judicious  perfon,  acquainted  with  the  papers  of  the 
times,  will  cafily  fee  through  the  fallacious  and  deceitful  veil  of  his  panial  and  mali- 
cious reprefentatioo,  unmafk  the  political  Cinr/<a(d»,  and  detefl  his  pretended  cruditiou 
and  veracity.  Lord  Wai.pole. 


The  divifioni  among  the  friends  to  the  peace  of  Utrecht  were  greatly  increafed,  if 
they  did  not  owe  their  rife  to  the  unruly  ambition  of  the  earl  of  Oxford  (Harley)  and 
the  lord  vifeount  Bolingbroke ; the  latter  of  thefe  noblemen  had  long  felt,  with  an 
impatient  difdain,  the  mortifleation  of  afling  under  a minifter  whofe  abilities  he 
regarded  as  inflnitely  inferior  to  hit  owni  and  the  jcaloufy  of  Oxford,  which  incited 
him  to  treat  his  rival  with  great  negicfl,  and  often  to  difappoint  him  in  matters  of 
pecuniary  interefl,  incrcafeu  the  refentment  of  St.  John  to  a height  which  at  length 
overcame  all  thofe  conlidcraiions  of  prudence  and  mutual  fafety  which  had  hitherto 
dircflcd  his  condufl.  Oxford,  from  timidity  or  principle,  entered  very  coldly  into  the 
queen's  views  of  fecuring  the  fuccelSan  to  the  Pretender,  and  it  is  thought  betrayed  her 
counfels  to  the  whigs ; but  Bolingbroke,  turning  her  prejudices  to  his  own  advan- 
tage, encouraged  her  with  the  moll  flattering  hopes  of  wcefs. 

Mrs.  MacAULAT. 


Bolingbroke  was  acompetitor  with  Oxford  for  power,  and  a rival  in  reputation  for 
ability.  The  treafurer’s  parts  were  deemed  the  more  folid,  the  fecretary  Bolingbroke’s 
more  Ihiningi  but  both  minillers  were  afpiring  and  ambitious.  Bolingbroke  difdained 
to  afl  as  a fubaltern  to  the  man  whom  he  thought  he  excelled  in  genius  and  equalled 
in  importance.  He  profeffed  a warm  zeal  for  the  church  of  England,  and  foothed 
the  queen’s  inclinations  with  the  mod  afliduous  attention.  The  Jacobites  flattered 
themfclves,  that  the  queen  in  fecret  favored  the  pretenCons  of  her  brother,  and  they 
depended  upon  Bolingbroke's  attachment  to  the  fame  interefl. 

In  the  year  1715  he  petitioned  parliament  that  the  execution  of  the  law  with  refpcfl 
to  his  forfeitures  might  be  fufpended;  and  Sir  Robert  Waljiole  fignified  to  the  boufe, 
by  his  majefly's  command,  that  feven  years  before  the  petitioner  had  made  liis  humble 
application  and  fubmiflion  to  the  king,  with  aflUranccs  of  duty,  allegiance,  and 
fidelity  ; and  that,  from  his  behaviour  fince  that  time,  his  majefly  was  convinced  of  his 
being  a fit  objefl  of  his  mrrey.  Walpole  alfo  declared  himfelf  fully  fatisfied  that  the 
petitioner  had  fuScienily  atoned  for  his  pad  offences,  and  delcrved  the  favor  of  that 
noufe.  The  bill  was  oppofed  warmly ; and  Methuen,  comptroller  of  the  houllvold, 
reprefemed  him  as  “ a monfter  of  iniquity.”  Biographical  Difiionary. 
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We  thmlc  Ais  bill  • contains  extraordinary  and  undeferTcd  bounty  and  reward  to  a 
perfon  impeached  by  the  Commons,  and  as  yet  attainted  for  treafon,  which  tended  to 
the  overthrow  of  the  Prnteftam  fuccelllon,  and  to  the  placing  the  pretender  on  the 
throne. 

We  think  that  no  alTurances  which  this  peribn  hath  given,  nor  any  fcrviccs  he  can 
hare  performed.  Cnee  his  commifllon  of  the  treafon,  or  any  farther  obligations  ho  can 
enter  into,  can  be  a fufficient,  or  any  fccurity  to  his  majclly,  or  the  kingdom,  againft 
his  future  infincerity  which  may  happen,  he  having  already  fo  often  violated  the  mod 
foleran  alTuianccs  and  obligationsj  and,  in  defence  of  them,  having  openly  attempted 
the  dethroning  his  majedy,  and  the  dedruftion  of  the  liberties  of  his  country. 

Lords' Protefts,  anno  1 714. 


In  the  year  1748  lord  Bolingbroke  is  faid  to  have  been  the  chief  fpting,  which  in 
fecret  aftuated  the  deliberations  of  the  prince  of  Wales's  court.  That  nobleman, 
feemingly  fcquellered  from  the  tumults  of  a public  life,  redded  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London,  at  liauerfea,  where  he  was  vifited,  like  a fainted  Ihrine,  by  all  tbcdiftinguilhcd 
votaries  of  wit,  eloqueiKe,  and  popular  ambition.  There  he  was  cultivated  and 
admired  for  the  elegance  of  his  manners,  and  the  charms  of  his  converfaiion.  The 
prince’s  curiolity  was  drd  captivated  by  bis  charafler  j and  his  edecin  was  afterwards 
fecured  by  the  irrcdllible  addrefs  of  that  extraordinary  petfonage,  who  continued  in  a 
regular  progreflion  to  iufinuate  himfcif  farther  and  farther  into  the  good  graces  of  his 
royal  patron.  How  far  the  eondufl  of  his  royal  highnefs  was  inducnccd  by  the  private 
advice  of  this  nobleman,  wc  fliall  not  pretend  to  determine:  but,  certain  it  is,  the 
friends  of  the  miniftry  propagated  a report,  that  he  was  the  diflatot  of  thofe  meafures 
which  the  prince  adopted;  and  that,  under  the  fpecious  pretext  of  attachment  to  the 
heir-apparent  of  ihe  crown,  he  concealed  his  real  aim,  which  was  to  perpetuate  the 
breach  in  the  royal  family.  Smollett. 


Lord  Bolingbroke  had  early  made  himfcif  raadcr  of  books  and  men ; but  in  his  fird 
career  of  life,  being  iinmerfed  at  once  in  bufinefs  and  pleafure,  he  ran  through  a 
variety  of  fccues  in  a furprizing  and  eccentric  manner.  When  his  paflions  fubfidcd  by 
years  and  difippointments,  when  he  improved  his  rational  faculiies  by  more  grave 
Itudics  and  refleilion,  he  Ihone  out  in  his  rctitement  with  a luftre  peculiar  to  biinfelf, 
though  not  fecn  by  vulgar  eyes.  The  gay  flatefman  was  changed  into  a philofopher, 
equal  to  any  of  the  fages  of  antiquity.  The  wifdom  of  Socrates,  the  dignity  and  cale 
of  Pliny,  and  the  wit  of  Horace,  appeared  in  all  his  writings  and  tonverlatlon. 

Lord  Orrerv. 


He  came  early  into  life,  and  was  naturally  formed  with  every  accompliflimcnt  that 
could  llrike  and  pleafe,  either  in  public  or  private.  Though  his  learning  cannot  be 
faid  to  have  been  any  other  than  fuperlieial,  yet  he  polTeffed  fo  much  of  it,  and  knew 
how  to  turn  it  to  fo  much  advantage  in  converfatiou,  that  the  moil  knowing  could  not 
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* To  coaUc  iiirn  (o  enjoy  hit  father’s  or  any  otiicr  pcrfor.al  cAate,  and  promoted  by  fir  Robert 
Walpole, 
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prononnce  him  to  be  fhallow  either  In  divinity  or  philofophy;  neither  waj  he  eeer 
difeovered  to  be  fuch,  till  the  public  had  an  opportunity  of  coolly  judging  of  hii 
podhumou]  norki,  upon  which  he  was  known  to  value  himfelf  fo  much  in  his  life- 
time. His  eafy  and  pleafing  manners  received  incredible  advantages  from  an  univerfal 
prejudice  in  favor  of  his  abilities,  raifed  by  Mr.  Pope  and  other  writers,  who  flood  at 
the  head  of  police  literature  in  Europe.  It  cannot,  however,  be  denied,  that  he  was 
tKcafionally,  perhaps,  the  beft  political  writer  that  ever  appeared  in  England.  Several 
circumitances  contributed  to  this;  he  had  a perfonal  hatred  to  Sir  Kobert  Walpole  and 
his  family,  which  gave  fuch  an  edge  to  his  pen,-  and  fuch  a glow  to  his  language, 
that  his  writings  eahibited  to  the  greatefl  advantage  the  flrongefl  ridicnle  and  the 
fublimcfl  fentiment.  I'hc  next  advantage  he  had,  was  the  dcfpicable  abilities  of  the 
writers  he  encountered;  and,  laftly,  by  his  connexions  and  correfpondence  abroad, 
he  had  excellent  intelligence  both  of  the  intcrefls  and  iranfaXions  of  foreign  courts, 
lie  was  pertinacious,  but  not  deep,  in  the  Englilh  hiftory;  and  the  Diflcriaiion 
upon  Parties,  for  which  he  was  fo  much  celebrated,  is  but,  at  befl,  a plaufible  per- 
formance I if  it  was  called  (liallow,  the  chantXer,  perhaps,  would  be  more  juft.  The 
fame  may  Itc  pronounced  of  his  other  writings  upon  Englilh  hillory.  Though  he  was 
for  forae  time  at  the  head  of  the  high-church  party,  yet  he  was  in  his  principles  att 
infidel  as  to  all  revealed  religion;  and  the  arguments  he  has  employed  in  his  poflhumous 
works,  to  fupport  his  opinions,  difeover  Iiow  very  fupcrficially  he  read  and  ftudied. 

Under  tile  appearance  of  the  moll  perfeX  refignation  to  his  fate,  and  contemning 
all  power,  he  concealed  the  rooft  malicious  rcfcntments,  and  the  moll  ambitions 
prijjeXs,  that  could  rile  in  a human  brealt.  His  ireatnKni  of  Mr.  Pope,  to  whom  he 
was  under  the  higheft  obliguions,  even  pecuniary  ones,  immediately  after  that  poet’s 
death,  Ihcwcd  his  ingratitude  as  a man;  his  abandoning  his  principles,  and  entering 
into  the  fcrvicc  of  the  Pretender,  whom  be  Ukewife  betrayed,  Ihcwcd  his  profligacy  as 
a minifler.  The  truth  is,  there  was  in  bis  nature  no  conflancy,  and  confequcntly 
there  was  in  his  conduX  no  confiftency,  though  he  had  very  often  long  fits  of  applica- 
tion to  bufinefs.  His  being  rdtored  to  a capacity  of  inheriting  in  England,  and 
pardoned  as  to  his  life  and  fortune,  was  owing  to  the  intrigues  of  a Ercnch  lady,  who 
was,  or  lived  with  him  in  the  rank  of,  his  wife,  and  who  was  in  all  tefpeXs,  except 
the  profligate  part  of  his  charaXcr,  a more  c-xtraordinary  woman  than  he  was  a man. 
His  want  of  ftcadinefs  appeared  even  in  his  domeflic  cctooomy,  by  which  he  often 
ran  into  great  difficulties.  In  his  youth  he  had  been  intemperate,  which  was  a proof, 
of  the  excellency  of  his  conftitution,  for  be  lived  to  the  feventieth  year  of  his  age. 

Tisdal. 
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MR.  PULTENE  Y**. 


Mr.  Pultcncy  was  formed  by  natnrc  for  focial  and  convi- 
vial pleafures.  Refentment  made  him  engage  in  bufinefs. 
He  had  thought  himlclf  Righted  by  Sir  Robert  Waliwle,  to  whom 
he  publicly  avowed  not  only  revenge,  but  utter  deltrudTtion.  He 
had  lively  and  Ihining  parts,  a furprizing  quitknefs  of  wit,  and 
a happy  turn  to  the  moft  amufing  and  entertaining  kinds  of  poetry, 
as  epigrams,  ballads,  odes.  See.;  in  all  which  he  had  an  uncommon 
facility.  His  comixjfitions  in  that  way  were  fometimes  fatiric'ul, 
often  licentious,  but  always  full  of  wit. 

He  had  a cpiick  and  clear  conception  of  bufinefs,  could  equally 
detect  and  pra>51ife  fophiftry.  He  could  Hate  and  explain  the  moll 
intricate  matters,  even  in  figures,  with  the  utmoft  perfpicuity. 
His  parts  were  ratlicr  above  bulinel's,  and  the  warmth  of  his  ima- 
gination, joined  to  the  impetuofity  and  reftlelTnels  of  his  remiKT, 
made  him  incapable  of  condudling  it  long  together  with  prudence 
and  fteadinefs. 

He  was  a moll  complete  orator  and  debater  in  the  houfc  of 
commons;  elotjuent,  entertaining,  jicrfuafivc,  llrong,  and  pathetic, 
as  occalion  required ; for  he  had  arguments,  wit,  and  tears,  .at  his 
command.  His  bread  was  the  feat  of  all  thofe  padions  which 
degraile  our  nature,  and  dilUirb  our  reafon.  There  they  raged  in  a 
perjietual  conflidl ; hwt  avarice,  the  meanefi  of  them  all,  generally 
triumphctl,  ruled  abfolutcly,  and  in  many  indances,  which  I forlicar 
to  mention,  mod  fcand.aloully. 

His  fudden  paflion  was  outrageous,  but  fupixirted  by  great  per- 
fonal  courage.  Nothing  exceeded  his  ambition  but  his  avarice: 
they  often  accompany,  and  arc  frequently  and  reciprocally  tlie 
caufes  and  the  eSedts  of  each  other;  but  the  latter  is  always  a 
flog  tqx>n  the  former.  He  aft'cdlcd  good-nature  and  compalfion, 

• This  cUarai^cr  was  writicn  in  ihe  vear  1763. 
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and  i^erhaps  his  heart  might  feel  the  misfortunes  and  diftreffes  of 
his  fellow-creatures,  but  his  hand  was  fcldom  or  never  ftretched 
out  to  relieve  them.  Though  he  was  an  able  a£lor  of  truth  and 
fincerity,  he  could  occafionally  lay  them  afide,  to  ferve  the  purpofes 
of  his  ambition  or  avarice. 

He  was  once  in  the  grcatcft  point  of  tiew  that  ever  I faw  any 
fubjc(Sl  in.  When  the  oppofition,  of  which  he  was  the  leader  in 
the  houfe  of  commons,  prevailed  at  laft  againft  Sir  Robert  Waliwlc, 
he  became  the  arbiter  between  the  crown  and  the  people:  the 
former  imploring  his  protedlion,  the  latter  his  fupport.  In  that 
critical  moment  his  various  jarring  paffions  were  in  the  higheft 
ferment,  and  for  a while  fufpended  his  ruling  one.  Senfe  of  iharne 
made  him  hefitate  at  turning  courtier  on  a fudden,  after  having 
adled  the  patriot  fo  long,  .and  with  fo  much  applaufe;  and  his 
pride  made  him  declare,  that  he  would  accept  of  no  place,  vainly 
imagining,  that  he  could  by  fuch  a fimulated  and  temporary  felf- 
denial  preferve  his  jxjpularity  with  the  public,  and  his  power  at 
court.  Me  was  miftaken  in  both.  The  king  hated  him  almoft 
as  much  for  what  he  might  have  done,  as  for  what  he  had  done 
and  a motley  rainiftry  was  formed,  which  by  no  means  defired  his 
company.  The  nation  looked  upon  him  as  a deferter,  and  he 
llirunk  into  infignificancy  and  an  earldom.  * 

He  made  feveral  attempts  afterwards  to  retrieve  the  opportunity 
he  had  loft,  but  in  vain;  his  fituation  would  not  allow  it.  He  was 
fixed  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  that  hofpital  of  incurables,  and  his 
retreat  to  popularity  w as  cut  off:  for  the  confidence  of  the  public, 
when  once  great  and  once  loft,  is  never  to  be  regained.  He  lived 
afterw  ards  in  retirement  with  the  wretched  comfort  of  Horace’s 
mifer : 

Populus  me  Jibilat,  See.  ' 

I may,  perhaps,  be  fufpe<fted  to  have  giv'en  too  ftrong  colouring 
to  fomc  features  of  this  portrait;  but  I folcmnly  proteft,  that  I have 
drawn  it  confeientioufly,  and  to  the  beft  of  my  knowledge,  from 
very  long  acquaintance  with,  and  obfervation  of,  the  original.. 
Nay,  1 have  rather  foftened  than  heightened  the  colouring. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Fulteney  was  the  head  of  the  oppofition  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  He  was  a 
profelTed  whig,  and  as  fuch  he  oppofed  the  mioiflcr  ■,  hut  he  never  intended  that  this 
oppofition  ihould  be  carried  farther  than  to  retrieve  the  narion  from  thofe  meafurcs, 
which  as  a whig  he  thought  to  be  wrong,  and  which  he  blamed  the  miniftet  who  had 
rifen  upon  the  whig  intereft  for  purfuing.  Ti.vdal. 


Mr.  Pulteney  inherited  from  nature  a good  underftanding,  which  he  had  fludioufly 
cultivated.  He  was  one  of  the  moft  learned  members  in  the  houfe  of  commons  i 
extremely  well  qu.alified  to  judge  of  literary  produflions;  well  read  in  hiftory  and 
politics ! deeply  {killed  in  the  Britilh  confliiutinn,  the  detail  of  government,  and  the 
nature  of  the  finances.  He  fpokc  with  freedom,  fluency,  and  uncommon  warmth  of 
declanution,  which  was  faid  to  be  the  eflcfl  of  pcrfonal  animofiiy  to  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  with  whom  he  had  been  formerly  connefled. 

Soon  after  he  was  made  carl  of  Bath,  he  declared  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  “ That  he 
“ confidered  it  as  an  afi  of  cowardice  and  meannrfs  to  fall  paflively  down  the  dream  of 
“ popularity,  and  to  fulTer  his  rcafon  and  integrity  to  be  overborne  by  the  noife  of 
“ vulgar  clamors,  which  had  been  raifed  againd  the  meafurcs  of  government  by  the  low 
“ arts  of  exaggeration,  fallacious  reafoaings,  and  parih-d  rcprclcniations.”  The  very 
language  which  Sir  Robert  Walpole  had  often  uled  againd  Mr.  i’ulteney  and  his 
contederates  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  Smollett. 


Mr.  Pulteney  being  born  to  a plentiful  fortune,  lie  early  had  a feat  in  the  honfc  of 
commons,  and  began  to  didingtiidi  himfrlf  by  being  a warm  partizan  againd  the 
minidry  in  the  reign  of  queen  Anne.  He  bad  fagacity  to  deteft  their  errors,  and 
fpiriicd  cloqueisce  d^fficient  to  expofe  them.  Thefc  fervices  were  well  rewarded  by 
king  George  I.  who,  upon  coming  to  the  throne,  raifed  Mr.  Pulteney  to  the  place  of 
fecrctary  at  war,  in  the  year  1714.  Not  long  after,  he  was  raifed  robe  colferer  to 
his  m.ijedy's  houlhold  j but  the  intimacy  between  this  gentleman  and  Sir  Robert 
Walpole,  v;ho  then  afled  as  prime  minider,  was  foon  interrupted,  by  its  being 
fufpefted  that  Sir  Robert  was  defirous  of  extending  the  limits  of  prerogative,  and 
promoting  the  intcreft  of  Hanover,  at  the  expence  of  his  country. 

Nor  did  Mr.  Pulteney  confine  his  dirptcafurc  at  the  minider  to  his  perfon  only,  but 
to  all  his  ineal'ures;  fo  that  fome  have  been  of  opinion,  that  be  opimfcd  Sir  Robert 
often,  when  the  meafurcs  he  purfued  were  beneficial  to  the  public. 

This  courfe  of  Ready  oppofition  at  lad  became  fo  obnoxious  to  the  crown,  that  the 
king,  on  the  id  day  of  July,  17^1,  called  for  the  council  book,  and  with  his  own 

hand  druck  the  name  of  William  Pulteney,  efq.  out  of  the  lid  of  privy  counfcllors; 

his  majedy  further  ordered  him  to  be  put  out  of  all  commifCons  of  the  pcacej  the 
feveral  lord  lieutenants,  from  whom  he  had  received  deputations,  were  commanded  to 
revoke  them;  and  the  lord  chancellor  and  fccreiaiics  of  date  were  dircflcd  to  give  the 
Dcccflary  orders  for  that  purpofe. 

A proceeding  fo  violent  in  the  ininidry  only  ferved  to  inflame  this  gentleman’s 
refeminem,  ami  increafe  his  popularity.  It  was  fome  time  after  this,  that  be  made 
that  celebrated  fpccch,  in  which  he  compared  the  minidry  to  an  empiric,  and  the 

conditution  of  Englaml  to  bis  patients.  “ This  pretender  in  jhyfie,”  faid  be, 

“ being 
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“ lieing  eonfultcJ,  tells  the  diftempcreJ  perfon,  there  were  but  two  or  three  Ways  of 
“ treating  his  difeafe,  and  he  was  afraid  that  none  of  them  would  fuccecd.  A vomit  might 
“ throw  him  into  convulfions  that  would  occafion  immediate  death;  a purge  might 
“ bring  on  a diarrhoea  that  would  carry  him  off  in  a thort  time;  and  he  tiad  been 
“ alre^ly  bled  fo  much,  and  fo  often,  that  he  could  bear  it  no  longer.  The  unfor- 
“ tunate  patient,  Ihocked  at  this  declaration,  replies,  ‘ Sir,  you  bare  always  pretended 
“ to  be  a regular doflor,  but  1 now  ftml  you  are  an  arrant  quack;  1 had  an  excellent 
“ conftitution  when  1 firll  fell  into  your  hands,  but  you  have  quite  dedroyed  it;  and 

now  I find  1 hare  no  other  chance  for  faving  nty  life,  but  by  calling  for  the  help 
“ of  fome  regular  phyfician.” 

In  the  year  1741,  when  Sir  Robert  found  his  place  of  prime  minifter  no  longer 
tenable,  he  wifely  rclignrd  all  his  cmi>Ioymcms,  and  was  created  carl  of  Orford.  Ihs 
oppofers,  among  whom  Mr.  Pulteney  had  long  been  foremod,  were  affured  of  being 
ptoriJed  for;  and,  anicmg  fevctal  other  promotions,  Mr.  Pulteney  was  fworn  of  the 
privy  council,  and  foon  afteiwards  created  carl  of  Hath.  He  had  long  lived  in  the 
verv  focus  of  popular  obfetvation,  and  was  rcfpcfled  as  the  chief  bulwark  againd  the 
fiicroachmcnts  of  the  crown.  But,  from  the  moinem  he  accepted  a title,  all  his  favor 
with  the  people  was  at  an  end;  and  the  reft  of  his  life  was  fjsent  in  contemning 
that  applaufe  which  he  could  no  longer  fecure.  Biographical  Diflionary. 


Of  all  the  nominal  patriots  who  on  this  important  occafion  (the  bringing  a minifter 
to  }uftice)  dclcrted  the  iiitercft  of  their  country,  there  were  none  who  aitraficd  the 
notice,  or  who  c.iufed  the  fpeculation  of  the  public,  equal  to  lord  Bath.  Mr.  Pulteney’s 
great  abilities,  his  oratorial  powers,  and  bis  extcnfive  knowledge,  had  placed  him, 
without  a rival,  at  the  head  of  the  party.  Thcle  were  days  when  charaflcr  had 
weight  fufficient  with  the  public  to  faiisfy  the  muft  turbulent  ambition;  and  the 
honours  paid  by  the  multitude  to  the  prince  of  Wales  attcndnl  Mr.  Pulteney  uhenever 
he  appeared.  Where  lies  the  intrinfic  value  of  titles!  Do  not  men  regard  titles  merely 
for  the  cap  and  couitel'y  which  follow  them?  Yet  Mr.  Pulteney  gave  up  all  ilicle 
adv.int.vges,  with  the  charaffer  of  the  firft  and  the  fumed  patriot  in  the  kingdom,  for 
an  empty  title; — a title  indeed  fo  empty,  that  he  had  no  looner  accepted  it,  than  the 
refpe.nrul  attention  of  mankind  was  turned  into  a ftudied  contempt  and  neglccl,  the 
acclamations  of  (he  public  into  feoffs  and  hiffes,  and  every  feat  Mr.  Pulteney  touched, 
as  if  infefled  with  the  plague,  was  carefully  avoided. 

In  the  pliaiu  manners  of  tbefe  times,  which  bend  to  evierlor  appearances,  without 
any  regard  to  conduct  or  principle,  we  can  have  no  idea  of  the  mortifications  enduied 
by  this  quondam  patriot:  indeed  they  were  lb  great,  that  he  was  accufed  by  the  fiec- 
iliinkers  with  the  want  of  fpirit  for  the  not  putting  a ftiddcn  period  to  his  life;  but 
expciicncc  fllcws  that  lord  Rath  judged  better,  and  lie  lived  to  fee  the  time  when  a full 
complacency  was  paid  to  his  fortune  and  his  rank,  without  any  regard  to  his  former 
defrAion,  except  by  a few  priraitirc  men. 

However,  the  tall  of  this  great  man  is  one  of  the  moll  remarkable  mftanecs 
which  fhew  that  the  Almighty  Ruler  of  the  univerfe  will  not  fuffet  defeftire  cha- 
la^crs  to  be  inftruments  in  fo  glorious  a work  as  the  breaking  the  yoke  of  tyranny  ; 
nor  permit  men,  who  are  without  the  principle  of  virtue,  to  enjoy  for  any  length  of 
liatc  its  iicjcr  fading  rewards,  or  even  to  carry  its  externals  to  the  gr.ivc. 

Mrs-MaCAULAir. 

SIR 
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SIR  ROBERT  WALPOLE. 


I MUCH  queftion,  whether  an  impartial  charadler  of  Sir  Robert 
Walpole  will  or  can  be  tranfmittccl  to  jxrftcrity;  -for  he  governed 
this  kingdom  fo  long,  that  the  various  paflions  of  mankind  mingled, 
and  in  a manner  incorporated  themfelvcs,  with  every  thing  that 
was  laid  or  written"  concerning  him.'  Never  was  man  more  flat- 
tered, nor  more  abufed;  and  bis  long  ix)wer  was  probably  the 
chief  caufe  of  both.  I svas  much  acquainted  with  him  both  in  bis 
public  and  his  i)rivatc  life.  I mean  to  do  impartial  juflicc  to  his 
character  ; and  therefore  my  picflure  of  him  will,  jierhaps,  be  more 
like  him,  than  it  will  be  like  any  of  the  other  piiflurcs  drawn  of 
him. 

In  private  life  he  was  gootl-natured,  chearful,  foci.il ; inelegant 
in  his  manners,  loofe  in  his  morals.  He  had  a coarfe,  flrong  wit, 
which  he  was  too  free  of  for  a man  in  liis  ftation,  as  it  is  always 
inconfiftent  with  dignity.  He  was  very  able  as  a minifter,  but 
without  a certain  elevation  of  mind  nccclfary  for  great  good,  or 
great  mifchicf.  Profufe  and  appetent,  his  ambition  was  fnbfer- 
vient  to  his  deflre  of  making  a great  fortune.  He  had  more  of  the 
Mazarin  than  of  the  Richlicu.  He  would  do  mean  things  for 
profit,  and  never  thought  of  doing  great  ones  for  glory. 

He  was  both  the  heft  parliament-man,  and  the  ableft  manager  of 
parliament,  that  I believe  ever  lived.  An  artful  rather  than  an- 
eloquent  I'lxjaker;  he  law,  as  by  intuition,  the  difpofition  of  the 
lioufe,  and  prefled  or  receded  accordingly.  So  clear  in  ftating  the 
moft  intricate  matters,  cfpecially  in  the  finances,  that,  whilft  he  w as 
f|)eaking,  the  moft  ignorant  thought  that  they  underftood  what 
they  really  did  not.  Money,  not  prerogative,  was  the  chief  engine 
of  his  adminiftration ; and  he  employed  it  with  a fuccel's  which  m 
a manner  difgraccd  humanity.  He  was  not,  it  is  true,  the  inventor 
of  that  lliameful  method  of  governing  which  had  been  gaining, 
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giouml  infcnfibly  ever  fincc  Charles  II.  but  uith  uncommon  Ikill 
and  unbounded  prof'ufion  he  brought  it  to  that  perfeftion,  which  at 
this  time  diflionours  and  diftreffes  this  country,  and  which  (if  not 
checked,  and  God  knows  how  it  can  be  now  checked)  miift  ruin  it. 

Befidcs  this  powerful  engine  of  government,  he  had  a moft 
e.\traordinary  talent  of  perfuading  and  working  men  up  to  his 
purpofe.  A hearty  kind  of  franknefs,  which  fomctimes  feemed 
impudence,  made  i>eople  think  that  he  let  them  into  his  fecrets, 
whilll:  the  imixrlitcnefs  of  his  manners  feemed  to  atteft  his  fincerity. 
When  he  found  any  body  proof  againft  pecuniary  temptations, 
which,  alas!  was  but  feldom,  he  had  recourfe  to  a ftill  worfe  art; 
for  he  Laughed  at  and  ridiculed  all  notions  of  public  virtue,  and  the 
love  of  one’s  country,  calling  them  “ The  chimerical  fchool-boy 
“ flights  of  clallical  learning;”  dccLiring  himfelf  at  the  fame  time, 
“ No  faint,  no  Spartan,  no  reformer.”  11c  wotild  frequently  afle 
young  fellows,  at  their  firtt  appearance  in  the  world,  while  their 
honert  hearts  were  yet  untainted,  “ Well,  are  you  to  be  an  old 
“ Roman?  a patriot?  You  will  foon  come  off  of  that,  and  grow 
“ wifer.”  And  thus  he  was  more  dangerous  to  the  morals  than 
to  the  liljerties  of  his  country,  to  uhith,  I am  perfuaded,  he 
meant  no  ill  in  his  heart. 

He  was  the  cafy  and  profufe  dupe  of  women,  and  in  fome 
inflanccs  indecently  lb.  He  was  excelfively  ojKn  to  flattery,  even 
of  the  grofleft  kind,  and  from  the  coarfeft  bunglers  of  that  vile 
profeflion;  which  engaged  him  to  pafs  moft  of  his  leifure  and 
jovial  hours  with  jteople  whole  blaftcd  chara<fters  refletfted  upon 
his  owm.  He  was  loved  by  many,  but  refjiedlctl  by  none;  his 
familiar  and  illiberal  mirth  and  raillery  leaving  him  no  dignity.  He 
was  not  vindiiflive,  but  on  the  contrary  very  placable  to  thofe  who  had 
injured  him  the  moft.  • His  gootl- humour,  good-nature,  and  bene- 
ficence, in  the  feveral  relations  of  father,  hulband,  mailer,  and 
friend,  gained  him  the  waimeft  aftoflions  of  all  w ithin  that  circle. 

His  name  w ill  not  be  recorded  in  hiflory  among  the  “ bell  men,” 
or  the  “ bell  minifters;”  but  much  lefs  ought  it  to  be  ranked 
among  the  worft. 

4 Sir 
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Sir  P>o!)ert  Walpole,  having  obtained  a feat  in  the  lower  houfe,  declared  hicnfelf 
one  ot  I'.i:  inoU  forward  partifans  of  the  whig  fafhon.  He  waj  endued  with  a 
fp  -rici  of  f’or|uence  which,  though  neither  nervous  nor  elegant,  flowed  with  great 
faciiit)-,  and  waj  fo  plaufible  on  all  fubjedls,  that  even  when  he  mifreptefented  the 
tn.tli,  whether  fiom  igtiorancc  or  defign,  he  feldora  failed  to  perfuade  that  part  of 
his  audieitcc,  for  whole  hearing  his  harangue  was  chiefly  intended.  Me  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  public  funds,  and  underftood  the  whole  myftcry  of 
flock  jobbing.  This  knovvlc  lgc  produced  a conneflion  between  him  and  the  money 
coii'orations,  whtch  ferved  to  enhance  his  importance.  He  perceived  the  bulk  of 
m.tiifcin.l  were  attuated  by  a fordid  third  of  lucre  •,  had  fagacity  enough  to  convert  the 
dearnetacy  of  the  times  to  his  own  advantage;  and  on  this,  and  this  alone,  he 
fou.  Jed  the.uhole  fu,>erftruflure  of  his  fubfequent  adminiflration. 

In  the  re;gn  of  George  the  firft  he  had,  by  dint  of  fpcaking  declfivcly  to  every 
quellion,  by  boldly  imi«raching  the  condufl  of  the  tory  miaiflers,  by  his  activity  in 
elefb  us,  and  by  engaging  as  a projcclor  in  the  fehemes  of  the  monied  intereft, 
become  a letuling  member  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  By  his  former  fuflerings  under 
the  tory  pailiainem,  he  attained  the  rauk  of  a martyr  to  his  party  : his  iuiercft,  his 
rcpuiction,  and  his  prcfuinpiion,  daily  increafedi  he  oppofed  Sunderland  as  his  rival 
in  p iwer,  id  headed  a dangerous  defeftion  from  the  miniflry,  which  evinced  the 
grc.inefs  of  his  influence  and  authority.  He  had  the  glory  of  being  principally 
conccincd  in  effefting  a reconciliation  between  the  k ng  and  the  prince  of  Wales: 
then  he  was  rc  affociated  in  the  adminiflration  with  additional  credit;  and,  from  the 
deaths  of  the  carls  of  Sunderland  and  Stanhope,  he  had  been  making  long  flridcs 
toward;  the  office  of  prime  minifler. 

He  knew  the  maxinis  he  had  adopted  would  fubjefl  him  to  the  hatred,  the  ridicule, 
anJ  the  reproach  of  fomc  individuals,  who  had  not  yet  rcfigned  ail  fentiments  of 
patrioiifm,  nor  all  views  of  oppofition : but  the  number  of  thefc  was  inconliderablc, 
when  compared  to  that  which  conflitiucd  the  body  of  the  community;  and  he  would 
not  fulTcr  the  confideraiion  of  fuch  antagonifts  to  come  in  competition  with  his  fehemes 
of  power,  affluence,  and  authority.  Neverthelefs,  low  as  he  had  humbled  anti- 
minilicrial  aflbeiaiion,  it  required  all  his  artifice  to  elude,  all  his  patience  and  natural 
phiegm  to  bear,  the  powerful  argumenu  that  were  urged,  and  the  keen  fatire  that 
was  cxcreifed,  againft  his  meafurcs  and  management,  by  a few  members  in  the 
oppofition.  Smollett. 


They  who  think  Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  a man  of  abilities,  but  not  of  genius, 
are  minaken,  through  the  wrong  conceptions  they  have  of  the  word  Genius,  when 
applied  to  the  political  ebarafler  of  a great  man.  The  dilccrnment  of  charaflers  is 
the  true,  if  not  the  only  tefl  of  genius  that  a minifler  can  difeover  in  a country, 
where  the  radical  nature  of  the  government  admits  fo  many,  and  even  his  enemies,  to 
be  the  com  rollers  of  his  adminiflration,  and,  in  a cooflirutioual  fenfe,  the  partners  of 
his  power.  No  man  ever  poflelTed  this  diflinguilhing  cbarafleriflic  of  political  genius 
more  than  Sir  Robert  Walpole  did;  and  to  bis  honour  be  it  remembered,  that  he 
acquired  it  by  the  gifts  of  nature;  and  by  that  fociability  which  he  inherited  from 
his  birth,  improved  by  bis  experience;  and  which  his  greatefl  enemies  never  denied 
to  be,  almofl,  peculiarly  his.  In  this  ufeful  diflinflion,  he  was  unrivalled  by  any  of 
bis  antagoniflt;  for  though  they  were  mailers  of  talents,  flalhy,  popular,  and  plan- 
Able,  they  feU  far  flicrt  of  him  jo  the  praAical  and  pailitmcntuy  pans  of  bufineu 

• F Notwith- 
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Kolwiibllinding  all  the  clamor,  heat,  and  Tirulence  of  hia  enemies,  and  chougttr 
after  be  refigned  his  places,  they  were  armed  with  inquifitorial  powers,  yet  were  they 
unable  to  bring  one  inftance  of  any  violation  being  offered  to  public  or  perfonal 
liberiv,  or  any  auempt  to  invade  property  of  any  kind,  or  to  defeat  the  ordinary 
eourfe  of  juffiee,  during  bis  long  adminiflratioo.  All  that  his  enemies,  with  their 
umioll  accuracy,  difeovered  or  could  prove  againft  him,  fcarcely  deferred  animad- 
verfron,  far  Icfs  cenfure  or  puniflimcnt-,  a proof  of  regard  for  the  conflitution  and 
iaus,  which  perhaps  no  hiffory  can  equal,  during  fo  extended  a continuance  of 
irovrer  as  be  enjoyed. 

The  grcaielt  reproach,  perhaps  the  greateff  misfortune,  of  his  adminidration,  was 
bis  apply  iug  hiinfclf  only  to  the  knowledge  of  men,  as  they  could  be  immediately 
ttfeful  in  pailiamem.  He  was  poffeffed  of  what  is  looked  upon  to  be  a competency  of 
learning  for  a gentleman  of  fortune;  but  the  cultivation  of  that  went  no  farther  than 
.as  he  thought  it  might  be  ufcful  to  his  minifferiat  capacity.  At  the  fame  time  that  he 
was  fenfible,  by  his  own  exiierience  while  he  himfelf  was  in  jn  oppofition,  of  the 
power  of  the  prefs,  no  man  let  it  to  work  with  fo  little  judgment  as  be  did.  He 
looked  open  writing  to  be  a mechanical  kind  of  bufinefs,  and  he  took  up  with  the 
firlt  pen  that  he  could  find  in  public  offices,  or  whom  he  could  oblige  by  private 
liberality;  aud  it  was  very  fcldom  he  read  over  the  pamphlets  or  papers  that  were 
written  even  in  defence  of  his  own  meafurcs.  He  looked  upon  political  writing  as 
a kind  of  currency  that  would  pafs  by  its  nominal  value,  let  its  inirinfic  worth  be  ever 
fo  inconliJcrable.  This  inconceivable  error  in  fo  great  a man  as  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
can  he  afcrilicd  only  to  his  application  to  bufinefs,  or  to  bis  relaxation  from  it,  which 
did  not  admit  of  his  entering  npon  difeuffions  of  literary  matters. 

His  behaviour  in  parliament  was  fometimes  unequal  to  that  vaff  (bare  of  good- 
nature, goodfenfe,  and  inflexible  refolution,  he  was  poffeffed  of.  After  being  teafed, 
he  was  apt  to  be  irriwted,  by  the  farcafms  thrown  out  againft  his  perlbn  and  adminif- 
iration ; and  his  adverfaries  often  went  unwarrantable  lengths  in  calumniating  his 
incafures,  which  they  pu(hcd  to  the  more  advantage,  at  they  knew  that  he  had 
prudential  confulcrations  which  hindered  him  from  entering  into  a precife  defence  of 
them.  Becaufc  in  fuch  an  affembly,  the  competition  mull  be  unequal,  when  what  was 
really  expedient  was  fet  in  competition  with  what  was  rigotoufly  conftitutional. 
fVrhapt  his  own  nature,  which  was  cafy,  compilable,  and  placable,  W him  to  juftify, 
upon  the  principles  of  expediency,  fomc  things  that  were  not  ftriflly  conformable 
to  the  fevered  principles  of  theBritKh  government. 

After  he  became  firft  minifter,  bis  eloquence  in  parliament  was  fometimes  palliatives 
its  rcfnurces  lay  not  in  ftudy  or  reading,  but  in  the  vaft  knowledge  he  had  in  parlia- 
mentary bufinefs,  and  his  knowing  the  tcni|x:r  of  his  friends,  who,  he  was  fenfible, 
would  go  certain  lengths  with  him,  and  no  farther.  This  conviflion  kept  him  always, 
even  in  the  plenitude  of  his  power,  decent ; while  no  perfonality  was  his  objcfl. 
That  fcldom  happened  to  be  the  cafe ; but  when  it  was,  be  fometimes  loft  himfelf, 
which  his  enemies  did  not  fail  to  improve  greatly  to  his  difadvantage. 

His  affeflions  for  his  friends  and  family  were  ftrong,  aud  prevailed  upon  him  to  keep^ 
poffcOion  of  power  fo  long,  that  he  found  it  at  laft  dangerous  both  for  himfelf  and 
them  to  quit.  'I  bis  was  ilie  «rue  (biirce  of  all  tliat  was  real  in  the  charge  of  corrup- 
tion that  W.TS  fo  general  in  the  mouths,  and  dropc  from  the  pens,  of  his  enemies. 
The  venal  parts  ot  parliaments  were  his  friends  or  enemies,  as  iniercft  direfled  them; 
and  Ills  fituation  often  obliged  him  to  gratify  them  with  profitable  conllderations,  even 
for  voting  accorditig  to  their  confciences.  If  his  meafures  fomriimcs  were  wrong, 
thole  of  his  antagonifti  were  not  always  right;  for  they  direfled  their  opjiolitioa 
equally  againll  thejulUfiablc  as  the  quclUonablc  parts  of  bis  adnunilliatioB. 

That 
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That  he  was  a profefiird  friend  to  peace,  and  that  he  made  great,  though  not 
Aameful,  concefllous  to  preferre  it,  cannot  be  dented.  Cut  the  (ilent  bcnefiit  bis 
country  was  daily  reaping  from  this  maxim  could  not  prevent  the  clamor  which  envy 
and  difappointmenc,  refentment  and  ambition,  railed  againll  his  .admlniftration.  At 
the  fame  time  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  that  no  man  ever  poffell'ed  more  intrepidity, 
both  political  and  natural,  than  he  did,  after  he  was  once  determined  in  his  mcafures. 
As  a fpeaker  in  parliament  he  was  cool  and  clear;  he  fpoke  perhaps  a little  too  fre- 
quently for  a man  of  his  diflinftion  j but  that  might  be  owing  to  his  really  undcr- 
Itanding  bufmefs  better  than  any  friend  he  had  about  him,  and  therefore  could  better 
explain  it.  He  was  not  what  in  a c!aflic,il  fenfe  may  be  termed  eloquent,  but  iia 
another  fenfe  he  had  a more  ufcful  talent,  for  he  jull  poOelfed  that  kind  of  elocution 
that  could  moll  effeflually  operate  upon  the  minds  of  the  afl’cmbly  where  he  fi>oke. 
Through  the  lofs  of  fome  teeth  his  pronunciation,  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  life, 
was  a little  inariicolate,  but  it  was  always  intelligible.  His  perfon  was  tall,  though 
fomewhat  unwieldy;  but  his  prefence  was  noble  and  benign.  Had  he  not  been  a 
miniflcr,  it  had  been  impoIGble  for  him  to  have  had  an  enemy. 

His  charafler  received  additional  lullrc  by  his  behaviour  in  retirement,  which  was  as 
cafy  and  as  elegant  as  a Scipio  or  a Lmlius.  He  had  ahappinefs  peculiar  to  himfelf, 
that  though  he  refigned  his  places,  he  never  loft  a friend  ; and  had  he  been  fond  of 
returning  into  the  adminiftration,  he  had  ftiil  fo  much  influence  in  both  houfes  as 
might,  in  the  late  divided  ftatc  of  parties,  have  replaced  him  in  power.  But  he  gave 
a noble  proof  of  his  gratitude  and  loyalty,  by  ufing  all  his  intereft  with  his  friends, 
even  to  bis  death,  to  promote  the  fcrvicc  of  his  majefty,  and  to  droji  all  oppolltion  that 
could  cmbarrals  it.  T1NO.XL. 


Whatever  objeftions  Sir  Roben  Walpole’s  minifterial  condufl  may  be  liable  to,  yet 
in  his  private  charafler  he  is  untvcrfally  allowed  to  be  endowed  with  the  moil  amiable 
and  benevolent  qualities.  That  he  was  a tender  parent,  a kind  mailer,  a beneficent 
patron,  a firm  friend,  an  agreeable  companion,  are  points  that  have  been  fcldom 
difpuied,  when  Sir  Uobert  \Valf>ole  or  the  carl  of  Orford  has  been  mentioned.  Mr. 
Pope,  who  profcBcd  himfelf  no  friend  to  courts  or  courtiers,  hath  perhaps  paid  him, 
jra/ir,  an  handfomer  compliment  on  the  laft  of  tlicfc  heads,  than  his  liberality  could 
ever  purebafe.  In  anfwer  to  bis  friend,  who  perfuadcs  him  to  go  and  fee  Sit  Robert, 
be  fays : 

Seen  him  I have,  bm  in  hi*  happier  hour 
Of  focial  picafure,  ill  exchanged  for  power; 

Seen  him,  uncumbcrcd'with  the  venal  tribe. 

Smile  without  art,  and  win  without  a biitie  *. 

Biographical  DifKonary. 

* Tficfc  line*,  which  did  Sir  Robert  more  honour  than  all  the  panegyrics  purchaled  with  the 
wealth  of  the  trealiiry,  were  written  in  confcqucnce  of  his  fasour  lu  one  Ouulhcot,  a Pu}iith 
pried  of  Mr.  Pope's  acquaintance.  Southcot  wanted  to  get  a void  abbey  near  Avignon,  but 
W'ai  apprchcnfivc  that  his  promotion  to  it  would  give  umbrage  to  tire  Enghlb  court,  where  he  was 
obnoxious  by  his  intrigues  in  the  Ptetcmler’s  fervice,  and  therefore  it  would  not  be  given  to  him._ 
Mr.  Pope  wrote  a letter  to  Sir  Robert  on  the  pricft’i  behalf,  who  immerliatcly  wrote  to  France’ 
to  remove  the  objeflion;  in  confequcncc  of  which  Southcot  got  the  abbey  ; and  Mr.  Pope  ever 
after  retained  a grateful  lienfc  of  Sir  Robert’s  civility,  and  always  fpoke  ot  him  with  edeem  and 
refpcfl,  and  diewcd  hit  regard  to  him  on  all  occations,  even  at  Ure  time  wlicit  it  was  the  fadiion 
So  revile  him. 

* F 2 LORD 
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Lord  GranvUle  had  great  parts,  and  a moft  uncommon  Riant 
of  learning  for  a man  of  quality..  He  was  one  of  the  heft 
fpeakers  in  the  houfe  of  lords,  both  in  the  declamatory  and  the 
argumentative  way.  He  hud  a wonderful  quicknefs  and  predfion 
in  feizing  the  ftrefs  of  a queiiion,  which  no  art,  no  fophiftry,  could 
difguife  in  him.  In  bulinefs  he  was  bold'  enterprizing,  and  over- 
bearing. He  had  been  bred  up  in  high  monarchical^  that  is*, 
tyrannical  prindples  of  government,  which  his  ardent  and  impe- 
rious temper  made  him  think  were  the  only  rational  and  pra£ticable. 
ones.  He  would  have  been  a great  firfl:  minifter  in  France,  little 
inferior,  perhaps,  to  Richelieu;  in  this  government,  which  is  yet 
free,  he  would  have  been  a dangerous  one,  little  lefs  fo,  perhaps, 
than  lord  Strafibrd.  He  was  neither  ill-natured  nor  vindidive, 
and  had  a great  contempt  for  money.  His  ideas  were  all  above  it. 
In  focial  life  he  was  an  agreeable,  good-humoured,,  and  inftrudiivc 
companion ; a great  but  entertaining  talker. 

He  degraded  himfelf  by  the  vice  of  drinking,  which,  together 
with  a great  Rock  of  Greek  and  Latin,  he  brought  away  with  him 
from  Oxford,  and  retained  and  pradHfed  ever  afterwards.  By  his 
own  induftry,  he  had  made  himfelf  matter  of  all  the  modem  lan- 
guages, and  had  acquired  a great  knowledge  of  the  law.  His 
pohtical  knowledge  of  the  intereft  of  princes  and  of  commerce 
was  extenfive,  and  his  notions  were  juft  and  great.  His  charadter 
may  be  fummed  up,  in  nice  predfion,  quick  decilion,  and  unboundedi 
prefumption 

• Lord  CheflerBcld,  in  a letter  to  hU  (on,  dated  Dec.  13,  1762,  writes  : **  Lord  Granville, 
“ they  lay,  U dying.  When  he  diet,  ilie  ablclt  head  in.  Lnclaod  dies  too,  take  it  for  all 
» in  aJL’^ 
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Ixird  Carteret  was  bom  April  21,  1^90.  In  1711  he  was  introduced  into  the 
fioufe  of  Peers,  where  he  diftinguifticd  himfcif  in  defence  of  our  religion  and  liberties, 
lad  by  hit  ardent  zeal  for  the  ProtcAant  fucccllion.  In  March  1721  he  was  fworn 
one  of  the  lords  of  the  privy  council,  as  likewife  one  of  bis  majeny’s  principal 
fecretaries  of  ftate. 

The  king  declaring,  in  the  year  1723,  that  fome  extraordinary  aSairs  called  him 
abroad  for  the  fumtner,  bis  lordfhip  was  appointed  one  of  the  lords  jufliccs  for  the 
admiuiArarion  of  the  governmeot',  and,  by  his  majclly’t  command, . he  and  lord 
'Townfhend  were  ordered  to  wait  on  him  at  Hanover. 

In  April  172^,  theie  being  feveral  removes  at  court,  lord  Carteret  rcligned  his 
office  of  fccreiary,  was  fuccccdod  by  the  duke  of  NewcaAle,  and  was  at  the  fame  time 
conilitmed  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of  the 
nation  before  he  went  over,  and  procured  Mr.  Wood’s  patent  for  coining  halfpence 
and  farthings,  which  had  been  complained  of  as  a great  grievance,  to  he  revoked ; 
though  at  his  firtl  going  over  he  figned  a proclamation,  nSi-ring  three  hundred  pounds 
reward  for  the  dilcovcry  of  the  author  of  the  Drapicr’s  Letters.  Notwithftamling 
this  he  lived  in  great  friendfhip  with  Switi;  who  once  alkcd  him,  how  he  could 
concur  in  fuch  a meafuref  I'o  which  his  e.'cccllency  replied  in  the  words  of  Virgil: 

Rtgai  noviliu  mt  talia  tegif 

MoJiri, 

He  gratified  Swift  in  promoting  his  friend  Sheridan  and  many  others.  This  celebrated 
wit  uf^  to  remonftratc  with  great  freedom  againft  fuch  ir.eafures  as  he  difliked;  and 
his  lordfhip  having  gained  the  advantage  of  him  in  fome  difpute  concerning  the 
diftreSes  of  Ireland,  he  cried  out  in  a violent  paflion,  “ What  the  vengeance  brought 
" you  among  us?  Get  you  gone,  get  you  gone.  Pray  God  Almighty  fend  us  our 
“ boobies  back  again.” 

In  the  year  1727,  when  king  George  I.  took  his  laft  journey  abroad,  on  which  he 
died,  be  was  again  declared  one  of  the  lords  jufticcs  tor  the  adminilliation  of  the 
government  during  bisabfence. 

George  the  fecond,  on  his  acccQian,  was  plcafcvl  to  dvclarc.  him  again  lord  lieutenant 
of  Ireland.  This  fuceeffive  appointment  to  that  higli  by  two  great  kings  was 

his  peculiar  honour,  and  was  highly  acceptable  to  the  people  ol  that  kingdom.  The 
many  good  laws  that  were  paffed  durii^  his  vicc-gcrcncy,  for  the  fupport  and  honour 
of  the  cftablifhment,  the  relief  of  the  diftreffed,  the  employment  of  the  poor,  the 
inc.eafc  of  tillage,  and  the  improvement  of  the  trade  and  inland  navigation  i f the 
kingdom,  will  be  fo  many  monuments  to  pofterity  of  his  wife  adniiniftration:  and  the 
Irilh  will  ever  remember,  that  he  held  that  parlkunent  wherein  the  king  confented  to- 
thc  appropriation  of  a proper  fund  for  the  encouragement  of  ihcfc  great  put pofes, 
and  to  remit  part  of  his  hereditary  revenue.  Biogr.tphicdl  idiclicnary. 


Lord  Carteret  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  in  the  charafler  of  envoy  at  feveral  courts 
m Kurope.  He  had  attained  an  intimate  knowledge  of  all  the  difTcrent  inicrefts  and. 
conncdlions  fubfifting  among  the  powers  of  the  continent ; and  he  inlinirely  furpafieJ 
all  the  minifters  in  learning  and  capacity,.  He  was,  indert!,  the  only  man  of  genius 
employed  under  this  government.  He  fjioke  with  eafe  and  propriety}  bis  concep- 
tions were  juft  and  lively,  his  inferences  bold  ; bis  connfcis  vigorous  and  waim.  Ycc 
he  depreciated  his  talents,  by  afting  in  a fubordinau  character  to  thole  whom  he 
' dtfpifedj; 
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dcfpilVd ; >nd  fccmrd  to  look  upon  the  pernicious  mcafures  of  a bad  miniftry  with 
Clent  contempt,  rather  than  with  avowed  deteftaiioo.  Smollett. 


The  bringing  a minifter  to  iuflice  (Sir  Robert  Walpole)  taxed  with  fligrant  afis  of 
corruption,  was  the  point  on  which  the  future  good  government  of  the  nation  evidently 
depended  i but  the  bait  of  tides  and  offices,  it  feems,  was  too  tempting  for  modem 
patriotifin  to  withftand.  Lord  Carteret  (afterwards  earl  Granville)  and  Mr.  Saiidys, 
it  is  laid,  were  the  firll  who  embraced  the  offers  of  the  court,  and  without  the  con- 
fem  or  privity  of  any  other  leaders  of  the  oppoliiion,  except  that  of  Mr.  Pulteney; 
however,  it  was  very  foon  that  their  tucample  was  generally  followed. 

Mrs.  Macavlat. 


l.ord  Carteret,  in  the  year  174a,  infinuated  himfelf  into  the  confidence  of  the 
king,  and,  on  the  retreat  of  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  engrofled  the  whole  direftion  of 
public  affairs.  By  purfuing  the  intcrefis  of  Hanover  he  footbed  the  wifhes  of  his 
mailer,  and  opened  a more  ample  field  for  his  own  ambhion.  lie  had  ftudied  the 
)x)!icy  of  the  continent  with  peculiar  eagemefs.  This  was  the  favorite  fubjeft  of  his 
rcflefUon,  upon  wliich  he  thought  and  fpoke  with  a degree  of  enihufiafm.  The 
intolerable  taxes,  the  poverty,  the  mined  commerce  of  bis  country,  the  iniquity  of 
Handing  armies,  votes  of  cr^it,  and  foreign  connexions,  upon  which  he  had  fo  often 
expatiated,  were  now  forgotten  or  overlooked.  He  fet  the  power  of  France  at 
defiance;  and,  as  if  Great  Britain  had  felt  no  diflrefs,  but  teemed  with  treafurc 
which  (he  could  not  otherwife  employ,  he  poured  forth  her  millions  with  a rafh  and 
derperatc  hand,  in  purebafing  beggarly  allies  and  maintaining  mercenary  armies. 


Lord  Carteret  was  among  miniflcrs  of  Hate  one  of  fuperior  capacity  and  influence, 
and  independent  of  all  party  as  to  his  power  in  the  cabinet.  He  bore  up  againfl  all 
the  torrent  of  abufe  againfl  his  meafures  with  vaH  fpirit,  and  it  feemed  only  to  confirm 
and  quicken  his  refolutions.  His  abilities  were  univcrfally  acknowledged,  and  he 
betrayed  no  difeoment  at  reCgning  the  fcals,  which  he  did  with  a very  good  grace,  ai 
having  his  adminiflration  approved  of  by  the.imitation  of  bis  fucceflbrs. 

Tindal. 


MR. 
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, MR.  PELHAM. 


Mr.  Pelham  had  gcxxl  fenfe,  without  either  fliining  parts  or 
any  degree  of  literature.  lie  had -by  no  means  an  elevated 
or  enterpriziiig  genius,  but  had  a more  manly  and  Ready  refolution 
than  his  brother  the  duke  of  NcwcaRle.  He  had  a gentleman-like 
franknefs  in  his  behaviour,  and  as  great  point  of  honour  as  a 
minifler  can  have,  ei'pecially  a miniRer  at  the  head  of  the  treafury, 
where  numberlefs  flur<ly  and  infatiable  beggars  of  con<lition  apply, 
who  cannot  all  be  gratified,  nor  all  with  fafety  be  refufed. 

He  was  a very  inelegant  fjjeaker  in  parliament,  but  fjioke  with 
a certain  candour  and  opennefs  that  made  him  be  well  heard,  aird 
generally  believed. 

He  wiRied  well  to  the  public,  and  managed  the  finances  with 
great  care  and  perfonal  purity.  He  tvas  par  negotiis  usque  fupra: 
had  many  domeflic  virtues  and  no  vices.  If  his  place,  and  the 
power  that  accompanies  it,  made  him  fome  public  enemies,  his 
behaviour  in  both  fecured  him  from  perfonal  and  rancorous  ones. 
Thofe  who  wilhed  him  worR,  only  wiRied  themfelves  in  his  place. 

Uix>n  the  w hole,  he  w^as  an  honourable  man,  and  a well-wiflung 
miniRer. 


Great  Britain  perhaps  ncTcr  enjoyed  fuch  a (late  of  political  tranquillity,  as  it  did 
while  Mr.  Pelham  was  confidered  in  the  capxiiy  of  firft  miniftcr  •,  and,  perhaps,  he  U the 
only  inllance  upon  record  of  a miniller  who  made  great  virtues  ferve  in  the  place  of 
great  abilities.  His  native  candour,  indead  of  being  (as  is  generally  the  cafe)  effaced, 
was  improved,  by  the  many  departments  of  bulinefs  through  which  he  arofe;  and  his 
being  void  of  art  conciliated  to  him  more  friends  than  the  moil  artful  man  ever 
pined.  His  apprchenllon,  if  not  ready,  was  tenacioust  and  then  it  converted  itielf 
into  refolution  in  which  he  was  immoveable,  though  it  was  fome  time  before  it  was 
fixed.  His  underdanding  was  rather  clear  than  bright,  fo  that  he  leldom  was 
deceived  by  the  falfe  glare  of  the  medium  through  which  he  perceived  objefls. 

He  came  early  into  life,  and  was  a captain  of  dragoons  in  the  aflioo  againd  the 
rebels  in  1715,  at  Predon,  and  to  the  lall  he  retained  that  opennefs  of  behaviour  and 
converfaiioD,  which  is  fo  peculiar  to  men  of  merit  in  that  profedEon.  Few  private 
gentlemen  were  ever  known  to  unite  fo  much  dignity  and  cafe  in  their  behaviour  as 
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he  did;  and  he  retained  a complacency  of  mannert  towards  thofe  with  whom  he 
dilfered,  which  even  to  them  appeared  to  be  fo  void  of  affeflation,  that  he  feldom 
failed  to  win  them  over.  His  long  experience  in  bufinefs  undoubtedly  contributed 
greatly  to  bis  foccefs:  but  he  had  about  him  a certain  unreferve,  which,  from  being 
captivating  when  he  was  known,  became  irrcfiftihlc  even  by  his  gteaiej  foes.  His 
diiin-erclt^nefs  was  feen  in  the  (late  of  his  priv,tte  affairs,  which,  conficicring  his 
natural  frugality,  the  many  great  poffs  he  had  held,  and  the  raff  opporiunibes  he  had 
of  making  money,  were  but  very  indifferent  at  the  tinse  of  hisdcaili. 

He  was  naturally  gravei  and  no  man  was  ever  more,  than  lie  was,  what  hr  appeared 
fobe.  Thefhareof  learning  he, had  was  rather  ufcful  than  curiousi  but  his  ^meraj 
notions  both  of  men  and  things  were  found  and  Judicions;  and,  when  once  they  were 
formed,  they  were  unalterable.  His  principle  in  government  was  to  avoid  patty  of  ev<  rr 
kind;  but  he  thought,  till  the  Revolution  took  place,  the  conffitutiun  was  unfciilcd, 
and  liberty  very  precarious. 

Though  both  his  maxims  and  his  principles  were  very  different  from  thofe  of  Sir 
Robert  Waljwle,  vet  he  preferved  fo  wouderful  a dccornm  towards  liis  charafter  and 
m mory,  that  he  often  declined  to  have  his  own  mcafurcs  vindicated,  becaufc  they 
could  not  be  lo  without  impeaching  Sir  Robert’s  conduf). 

Nothing  remains  to  be  added  to  the  charaffer  of  this  valuable  man,  but  that  it  was 
fuch  as  was  formed  for  the  bappinefs  of  Great  Britaui,  without  hurting  her  honour. 

Tikdal. 


Mr.  Pelham  was  generally  efteemed  as  a man  of  honefty  and  candour,  afinaied  by 
a fincere  love  for  his  eoumrv,  thnu’h  he  had  been  educat^  In  erroneous  principles  of 
goveinmenr,  and  in  fome  meafurc  obliged  to  prcfecuic  a laial  lyllcm,  which  defeended 
to  him  by  inheritance  He  doiated  however  from  that  maxim  of  his  predeccflbr, 
•which  admitted  of  no  contradiffion  from  any  of  his  adherents  or  fellow  fervanis.  That 
fordid  deference  to  a miniffer  no  longer  charaficrued  the  fubordiuatc  inftruments  of 
the  adminiffracion.  It  was  not  unufual  to  fee  the  great  officers  ot  tbe  govertimenc 
divided  in  a parliamentary  debate,  and  to  hear  the  Iccrctary  at  war  oppofing  with 
great  vehemence  a claufc  fuggeffeJ  by  'he  cbancclior  of  the  exchenucr.  His  death,  in 
March  t was  fmcerely  lamented  by  his  fovereign,  and  alfo  regretted  by  the  nation 
in  general,  to  whofe  alTeflion  he  had  powei  fully  recommended  himfelf  by  the  candor 
and  humanity  of  his  conduff  and  character,  even  while  be  purfued  nLcafures  which 
they  did  not  entirely  approve.  Sui,i.i.ETT. 
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RICHARD  EARL  OF  SCARBOROUGH*. 


IN  drawing  the  charafter  of  lord  Scarborough,  I will  be  ftridtly 
uj)on  my  guard  againft  the  partiality  of  that  intimate  and  unrc- 
fer%'ed  friendihip,  in  which  wc  lived  for  more  than  twenty  yeari ; 
to  which  friendfliip,  as  well  as  to  the  public  notoriety  of  it,  I owe 
much  more  than  my  pride  w ill  let  my  gratitude  own.  If  this  may 
be  fufirefled  to  have  biafled  my  judgment,  it  muft,  at  the  fame 
time,  be  allowed  to  have  informed  it;  for  the  moll  fecret  move- 
ments of  his  foul  were,  w ithout  difguife,  communicated  to  me 
only.  However,  I w'ill  rather  lower  than  heighten  the  colouring;  I 
will  mark  the  fhades,  and  draw  a credible  ratlrer  than  an  cxaA 
likenefs. 

He  hail  a very  good  perfon,  rather  above  the  middle  fize;  a 
handfome  face,  and  when  he  was  chearful,  the  molt  engaging  coun- 
tenance imaginable;  when  grave,  which  he  was  oftenell,  the 
moll  reIj)Ci5lab1e  one.  He  had  in  the  higheft  degree  the  air,  manners, 
and  addrefs,  of  a man  of  quality,  politenefs  with  cafe,  and  dignity 
W'ithout  pride. 

Bred  in  camps  and  courts +,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  he  was 
untainted  w ith  the  fafliionablc  vices  of  thefe  warm  climates;  but 
(if  1 may  be  allowed  the  exprelfion)  he  digijilied  them,  inflcad  of 
their  dcgrailing  him  into  any  mean  or  indecent  a<5tion.  He  had 
a good  degree  of  claflical,  and  a great  one  of  modern,  know  ledger 
with  a Jull,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  a delicate  tafte. . 

• This  chaniflcr  was  writtciv  Auguft  29,  1759. 

4-  His  father,  lord  vifeount  Lumley,  was  a convert  from  Popery;  and  thougK  favoured  hy 
king  James  U.  snd  had  a command  in  the  nntiy,  he  coBiiavcd  a fiim  Protefl.tnt  during  that 
reign,  and  zealous  for  the  liberties  of  his  country.  He  one  of  die  iirA  who  privately 
enga<;ed  to  fupport  the  princt  of  Orange,  and  who  at  his  landing  apjKarcd  in  arms  to  cfTcfl  tiic 
Kevolution.  When  that  prince  afeeaded  tlic  throne,  he  made  huu  one  of  his  privy-council  and 
of  hit  bed  chamber,  and  created  Itiin  car]  of  Scarborough  in  the  year  1690-  He  was  lieutenant- 
general  ia  the  army,  and  attcmied  the  king  in  his  wars  both  in  Flanders  and  Ireland.  '1'he  fon, 
wltofe  character  is  here  drawn,  Au'cecded  to  the  tide  and  cilacc  in  1731;  but  in  hi*  AthecS  life- 
time he  was  fumuDoned  to  p.irliameoc,  and  was  gentleman  of  the  beJ-cUamber  aud  mafUr  of  Uie  * 
hortc  to  the  prince, 
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In  his  common  expcnces  he  was  liberal  within  bounds;  but  in 
his  diarities  and  bounties  he  had  none.  I have  known  them  put 
him  to  fome  prclent  inconveniencies. 

He  was  a ftrong,  but  not  an  eloquent  or  florid  (ix:akcr  in  parlia- 
ment. He  fpoke  fo  unafFededly  the  honeft  didates  of  his  heart, 
that  truth  and  virtue,  which  never  want,  and  fcldom  wear,  orna- 
ments, teemed  only  to  borrow  his  voice.  This  gave  fuch  an 
artonilhing  weight  to  all  he  faid,  that  he  more  than  once  carried  an 
unwilling  maiority  after  him.  Such  is  the  authority  of  unfufpeded 
virtue,  that  it  will  fomcrimes  lhamc  vice  into  decency  at  leaft. 

He  was  not  only  offered,  but  prefled  to  accept,  the  jx)ft  of  fecre- 
tary  of  ftate;  but  he  conftantly  refufed  it.  I once  tried  to  jx;rfuadc 
him  to  accept  it;  but  he  told  me,  that  both  the  natural  warmth  and 
melancholy  of  his  temper  made  him  unfit  for  it;  and  that  more- 
over he  knew  very  well  that,  in  thofc  minifterial  employments,  the 
courfe  of  bufinefs  made  it  necelTary  to  do  many  hard  things,  and 
fome  unjuft  ones,  which  could  only  be  authorifed  by  the  jefuitical 
cafuiftry  of  the  direction  of  the  intention;  a dodrinc  which  he 
faid  he  could  not  poflibly  adopt.  Whether  he  was  the  firlt  that 
ever  made  that  objedion,  I cannot  affirm;  but  I fufjted  that  he 
will  be  the  laft. 

He  was  a true  conftitutional,  and  yet  pradicable  patriot;  a fin- 
cere  lover  and  a zealous  aflertor  of  the  natural,  the  civil,  and  the 
religious  rights  of  his  country.  But  he  would  not  quarrel  with 
the  crown,  for  fome  flight  ftrctches  of  the  prerogative;  nor  wdth 
the  people,  for  fome  unwary  cbulUtions  of  liberty;  nor  with  any 
one,  for  a difference  of  opinion  in  fpeculative  points.  He  confidered 
the  conftitution  in  the  aggregate,  and  only  watched  that  no  one  part 
of  it  ffiould  preponderate  too  much. 

His  moral  charader  was  fo  pure,  that  if  one  may  fay  of  that 
imperfed  creature  man,  what  a celebrated  hiftorian  fays  of  Scipio, 
nil  non  laudandum  out  dixit,  aut  fecit,  aut  fenfU,  1 fincerely  think, 
(I  had  alraoft  faid  I know)  one  might  fay  it  with  great  truth  of  him, 
one  lingle  inftance  excepted,  which  fhall  be  mentioned. 

He  joined  to  the  nobleft  and  ftrideft  principles  of  honour  and 
generofity  the  tendereft  fentimeuts  of  benevolence  and  companion ; 
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»ncl  a»  he  was  naturally  warm,  he  could  not  even  hear  of  an 
InjuRlce  or  a bafenefs,  without  a fudden  indignation;  nor  of  the 
misfortunes  or  miferies  of  a fellow  creature,  without  melting  into 
foftnefs,  and  endeavouring  to  relieve  them.  This  part  of  his  cha- 
radler  was  fo  univerlally  known,  that  our  beft  and  moft  fatirical 
Englilh  poet  fays; 

When  I confeTs,  there  is  who  feels  for  fame. 

And  melts  to  goodnefs,  need  1 Scarborough  name  } 

He  had  not  the  leaft  pride  of  birth  and  rank,  that  common 
narrow  notion  of  little  minds,  that  wretched  millaken  fuccedaneum 
of  merit;  but  he  was  jealous  to  anxiety  of  his  charafler,  as  all  men 
are  who  deferve  a good  one.  And  fuch  was  his  diffidence  upon  that 
fubjeif,  that  he  never  could  be  perfuaded  that  mankind  really 
thought  of  him  as  they  did.  For  furcly  never  man  had  a higher 
reputation,  and  never  man  enjoyed  a more  univerfal  elieem.  Even 
knaves  refpe<ited  him;  and  fools  thought  they  loved  him.  If  he 
had  any  enemies  (for  1 proteft  I never  knew  one),  they  could  only 
be  fuch  as  were  weary  of  always  hearing  of  Ariftides  tlie  Juft. 

He  was  too  fubjeift  to  fudtlen  gufts  of  paflion,  but  they  never 
hurried  him  into  any  illiberal  or  indecent  expreflion  or  arTtion ; fo 
invincibly  habitual  to  him  were  good-nature  and  good-manners.. 
But,  if  ever  any  word  happened  to  fall  from  him  in  warmth,  which 
upon  fubfequent  reticiftion  he  himfelf  thought  too  ftrong,  he 
was  never  eafy  till  he  had  made  more  than  a fufficient  atonement 
for  it. 

He  had  a moft  unfortunate,  I will  call  ir  a moft  fatal  kind  of 
melancholy  in  his  nature,  which  often  made  him  both  abfent  and 
filent  in  company,  but  never  morofe  or  four.  At  other  times  he 
was  a chearful  and  agreeable  companion;,  but,  confeious  that  he 
was  not  always  fo,  he  avoideil.  company  too  much,  and  was  too 
often  alone,  giving  way  to  a train  of  gloomy  reflexions. 

His  conftitution,  w'hich  was  never  robuft,  broke  rapidly  at  tlie- 
latter  end  of  his  life.  He  had  two  fevere  ftrokes  of  apoplexy  or 
palfy,  which  confiderably  affedled  his  body  and  his  mind. 

I defire  that  this  may  not  be  looked  upon  as  a full  and  finiflied 
charadler,  writ  for  the  fake  of  writing  it;  but  as  my  folemu  depofit 
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of  the  truth  to  the  bcft  of  my  knowledge.  I owed  this  fmall 
depofit  of  juftice,  fuch  as  it  is,  to  the  memory  of  the  heft  man  I 
ever  knew,  and  of  the  deareft  friend  I ever  hail. 


LorJ  Scarborough  was  a man  of  ftrong  natural  parts,  lint  lie  feldom  cxercifed  them  ; 
he  was  tlevourcd  by  that  malady  which,  amongll  foreigners,  is  proverbial  to  the 
Isnglifh;  and  it  w'asvery  viAhle  in  his  looks  and  demeanor.  He  had  reading,  but  was 
fliy  of  applying  it.  He  was  early  a favorite  with  his  royal  mailer;  and  it  mull  be 
admitted,  that  nis  private  virtue  and  difintcrcllcdncfs,  at  the  time  now  deferibed, 
atoned  for  great  part  of  the  venality  that  infdls  courts. 

Though  there  was  founded,  upon  a fmiilarity  of  manners  and  genius,  the  (Itifieft 
friendihip  between  him  and  the  carl  of  Clicilerficld,  who  had  fo  warmly  fupported 
the  bill  [for  better  feeuring  the  coiiflirut'on,  by  preventing  the  officers  of  land-forces 
from  being  deprived  of  their  commiffions  otherwife  than  by  a court-martial,  &c.}, 
yet  that  could  not  warp  him  from  the  duty  he  owed  to  his  prince  and  his  country.  He 
apprclicndcd  the  bill  to  he  a direifl  attack  upon  the  prerogative  of  a prince,  who 
never  had  caercifed  it  but  for  the  good  of  his  people.  In  the  fpecch  he  made  upon 
this  occafion  he  ffiewrd,  that,  had  the  bill  palled,  it  mud  have  added  greatly  to  the 
weight  and  interell  of  the  officcis  of  the  army,  who  (not  being  removable  but  by  a 
judgment  of  their  own  peers,  that  is,  officers,  and  perhips  equally  guilty)  would  have 
lookctl  upon  their  commiffions  as  fo  many  freeholds,  and  would  foon  have  found  means 
to  elbow  the  civil  power,  fo  as  to  get  interell  In  parli.tmcnt,  fufficient  to  prevent  any 
addrefs  of  either  houfe  agalnd  them.  He  obferved,  that,  if  an  officer  w'as  oppreffivc 
in  his  quarters,  the  party  oppri  fled  hal  remedv  by  applying  to  the  king,  who  was  to  , 
cafhier  fuel)  officer,  if  the  crime  was  proved;  but  had  the  bill  taken  place,  the  poor 
oppreffed  party  mud  have  had  recoutle  to  a court  martial,  compoftd  perhaps  of 
officers  all  of  them  guilty  of  the  like  oppreffion,  and  therefore  not  likely  to  give  him 
any  redrefs.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  his  |[iidniip  was  not  contented  with  refufing 
the  bill  a fecond  rradi.-g,  but  moved  that  it  might  have  a further  note  of  difgrace,  by 
being  icjcftcd ; which  was  accordingly  agreed  to  without  a diviCon.  Tinoal. 
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LORD  HARDWICK  E. 


Lord  Hardwickc  was,  perhaps,  the  greateft  magiftrate  that  thi^ 
country  ever  had.  He  prefided  in  the  court  of  chancery 
above  twenty  years,  and  in  all  that  time  none  of  his  decrees  were 
reverfed,  nor  the  juftnefs  of  them  ever  queftioned.  Though  ava- 
rice was  his  ruling  paflion,  he  was  never  in  the  Icaft  fufpe£led  of 
any  kind  of  corruption:  a rare  and  meritorious  inftance  of  virtue 
and  felf-dcnial,  under  the  influence  of  fuch  a craving,  infatiablc, 
anil  increafing  paflion. 

He  had  great  and  clear  parts;  underftood,  loved,  and  cultivateil, 
the  belles  lettres,  I le  was  an  agreeable,  eloquent  fpeaker  in  parlia- 
ment, but  not  without  fome  little  tiniflure  of  the  pleader. 

Men  arc  apt  to  miftake,  or  at  leall  to  feem  to  miftakc,  their  own 
talents,  in  hopes,  perhaps,  of  milleading  others  to  allow  them  that 
< which  they  arc  confeious  they  do  not  ixrflel's.  Thus  lord  Hard- 
wicke  valued  himl’df  more  uiton  being  a great  minifter  of  Rate, 
which  he  certainly  was  not,  than  u^xm  being  a great  magirtrate, 
which  he  certainly  was. 

All  his  notions  were  clear,  but  none  of  them  great.  Gocxl  order 
and  domeftic  details  were  his  proper  department.  The  great  and 
fltining  parts  of  government,  though  not  above  his  i>arts  to  con- 
ceive, were  above  his  timidity  to  undertake. 

Ry  great  and  lucrative  employments,  during  the  courle  of  thirty 
years,  and  by  ftill  gre.ater  parfimont’,  he  acquired  an  immenfe 
fortune,  and  cllablilhed  his  numerous  family  in  advantageous  polls 
and  profitable  alliances. 

Though  he  had  been  folicitor  and  attorney-general,  he  was  by  no 
means  what  is  c.alleil  a prerogative  lawyer.  He  loved  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  maintained  the  jult  prerogative  of  the  crown,  but  without 
rtretching  it  to  the  oppreffion  of  the  i>eoj)le.  . . 
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He  was  naturally  humane,  moderate,  and  decent,  and  when  by 
his  former  employments  he  was  obliged  to  profecute  ftate-criminals^ 
he  difcharged  that  duty  in  a very  different  manner  from  moft  of 
his  prcdeccflbrs,  who  were  loo  julUy  called  the  “ Blood-hounds  of 
“ the  Crown.” 

He  was  a chearful  and  inftruitivc  companion,  humane  in  his 
nature,  decent  in  his  manners,  unftained  with  any  vice  (avarice 
excepted),  a very  great  magiftrate,  but  by  no  means  a great  minifter. 


I.ord  Hardwicke  b«rore  the  age  of  thirty  «ai  promoted  to  the  office  of  folicitor* 
general!  and  the  trial  of  Mr.  Layer,  for  high  treafon,  in  Norerobec  ijai,  gave  him 
an  opporennity  of  (hewing  his  abilities  in  that  office : hij  teply  in  fumming  up  the 
evidence,  and  anfwering  all  the  topic*  of  the  prifoner’a  defence,  it  admired  as  one  of 
the  ablcd  performances  of  that  kind  extant.  In  t73j  he  was  made  lord  chief  jurtice 
of  the  king's  bench,  and  in  the  midll  of  tbe  general  approbation  with  which  he 
difcharged  his  office  there,  he  w.ts  called  to  that  of  lord  high  chancellor,  on  the 
dcceafe  of  his  illudrious  predece(Tor  lord  Talliot,  in  February  1737. 

1 be  integrity  and  abilities  with  which  his  lorctdilp  prefided  in  the  court  of  chancery, 
during  the  Ipace  of  almod  twenty  years,  appears  from  this  remarkable  circumdance, 
that  only  three  of  his  decrees  were  appr.ilcd  from,  and  even  thofe  affirmed  by  the 
hotvfc  of  lords.  After  he  had  executed  that  high  office  about  fesenteen  years,  in  timr» 
and  circumdances  of  accumulated  difficulty  and  danger,  and  bad  twice  been  called  to 
the  exercife  of  the  office  of  lord  high  deward  on  the  trials  of  peers  concerned  in  the 
rebellion,  he  was  in  April  1754  advanced,  as  a mark  of  the  royal  approbation  of  his 
fersices,  to  the  rank  of  an  earl  of  Great  Britain.  His  fovereign  treated  him,  throngb 
the  whole  of  his  reign,  with  particular  edeem  and  confidence,  and  always  fpoke  of 
him  in  a manner  which  (hewed,  that  he  fet  as  high  a value  on  the  man  as  on  the 
minider. 

His  rclignation  of  tbe  great  feal  in  November  1756  gave  an  univerfal  concern  to 
the  nation,  however  divided  at  that  time  in  other  refpefts.  But  he  dill  continued  to 
ferve  the  public  in  a more  private  daiion ; as  at  council,  at  the  houfe  of  lords,  and 
upon  every  occafioo,  where  the  courfc  of  public  bufmefs  required  it,  with  tbe  fame 
aUiduity  as  when  he  filled  one  of  the  highed  offices  in  tbe  kingdom.  He  always  felt 
and  exprefled  the  trued  afleftion  and  reverence  for  the  laws  and  conditution  of  his 
country.  This  rendered  him  as  tender  of  tbe  jud  prerogatives  inreded  in  tbe  crown 
for  the  benefit  of  the  whole,  as  watchful  to  ptereni  the  lead  incroachment  upon  the 
liberty  of  the  fubjeft. 

The  part  which  lie  aflcd  in  planning,  introducing,  and  fupporting  the  bill  " for 
“ abolidimg  the  heritable  jurlfdlfHons  in  Scotland  i"  and  the  (hare  which  he  took, 
beyond  what  bis  department  required  of  him,  in  framing  and  promoting  the  other 
bills  relating  to  that  country)  arofe  from  his  zeal  to  the  Protedant  fucceffion,  hi» 
concern  for  the  general  bappinefs  and  improvement  of  the  kingdom,  and  for  the 
ptefervatioa  of  this  equal  and  limited  monarchy;  which  were  the  governing 
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principle!  of  his  public  conduA  through  life.  And  thefe,  and  other  bills  \chich 
might  be  mention^,  were  (Irong  proofs  of  his  talents  as  a legidator. 

In  judicature,  his  firmnefs  and  dignity  were  esidently  derised  from  his  confnmtnate 
knowledge  and  talents ; and  the  mildnefs  and  humanity  with  which  he  tempered  it, 
from  the  bell  heart.  He  was  wonderfully  happy  in  bis  manner  of  debating  caufes 
upon  tile  bench.  His  extraordinary  difpatch  of  the  bufmefs  of  the  court  of  chancery, 
increafed  as  it  was  in  his  time  beyond  what  had  been  known  in  any  former,  was  an 
adtanta^e  to  the  fuitor,  inferior  only  to  that  arifing  from  the  acknowledged  equity, 
pcrfpicuiry,  and  precifion,  of  his  decrees.  The  manner  in  which  he  preiided  in  the 
lioufe  of  lords  added  order  and  dignity  to  that  aflcmbly,  and  expedition  to  the  bufmefs 
tr^nfafled  there.  His  talents  as  a fpeakcr  in  the  fenatc,  as  well  at  on  the  bench, 
were  univerfally  admired:  he  fpokewith  a natural  and  manly  eloquence,  without  falfe 
ornaments  or  perfonal  inscflive  ; and,  when  he  argued,  his  reafons  were  fupported  and 
ftrcngihened  by  the  moll  appolite  cafes  and  examples  which  the  fubjefi  would  allow. 
His  manner  was  graceful  and  afTcfling ; raodeft,  yet  commanding  j his  voice  pecu- 
liarly clear  and  harmonious,  and  eren  loud  ami  ftrong  for  the  greater  part  of  his 
time.  With  thefe  talents  for  public  fpeaking,  the  imegiity  of  his  charadfer  gave  a 
ludre  to  his  eloquence,  which  ihofe  who  oppofed  him  felt  in  the  debate,  and  which 
operated  mod  powerfully  on  the  minds  of  tbofe  who  beard  him  with  a view  to  infor- 
mation and  conviflion. 

Convinced  of  the  great  principles  of  religion,  and  Heady  in  the  prafbee  of  the 
duties  of  it,  he  maintained  a reputation  of  virtue  that  added  dignity  to  the  dations 
which  he  Ailed,  and  authority  to  the  laws  which  he  adminidered.  His  attachment  to 
the  national  church  was  accompanied  with  a full  conviflion,  that  a tender  regard  to 
the  rights  of  confcience,  and  a temper  of  lenity  and  moderation,  are  not  only  right 
in  thcmfelves,  but  mod  conducive  in  their  confequences  to  the  honour  and  imered  of 
the  church.  The  drooped  recommendation  to  him  of  the  clergy  to  the  ecclcfiadical 
preferments  an  his  dif^xalal  was,  their  fitnefs  for  the  difeharge  of  the  duties  of  their 
profedlon.  And  that  rcfpcflable  body  owes  a particular  obligation  to  his  lordQiip 
and  bis  predeeeflbr  lord  Talbot,  for  the  oppofition  which  they  gave  in  the  houfc  of 
lords  to  the  aft  “ tor  the  more  eafy  recovery  of  tithes,  church  rates,  and  other  eccle- 
“ fiadical  docs,  from  the  people  called  Quakers,”  which  might  have  proved  of 
dangerous  confcqueiice  to  the  rights  and  property  of  the  clergy,  tliough  it  had  palTcd 
the  other  hoiile,  and  was  known  to  be  powerfully  fupported.  Many  fafis  and 
anecdotes,  which  do  him  honor,  may  be  recollcdcd  and  fet  down,  when  refentments, 
partialities,  and  conteds,  arc  forgotten. 

The  amiablcnefs  of  his  m.inner$,  and  his  engaging  addrefs,  rendered  him  as  much 
beloved  by  thofc  who  had  accefs  to  him,  as  he  was  admired  for  his  greater  talents  by 
the  whole  nation.  His  conditucion  in  the  earlier  part  of  his  life  did  not  feem  to 
promife  fo  much  health  and  vigor  as  he  afterwards  enjoyed,  for  a longer  period  than 
ufually  falls  to  the  (hare  of  men  of  mote  robud  habit  of  body.  But  his  care  to 
guard  againd  any  cxcelTcs  fectired  to  him  an  almod  uwintcrniptcd  tenor  of  health; 
and  his  habitual  madery  of  bis  pallions  gave  him  a firmnefs  and  tranquillity  of  mind, 
unabated  by  the  fatigues  and  anxieties  of  bufmefs,  from  the  daily  circle  of  which  he 
lofe  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  converfation  of  bis  family  and  friends  with  the  fpirits 
of  a perfon  entirely  vacant  and  difengaged.  Till  the  latter  end  of  his  fevemy-third 
year  he  preferved  the  appearance  and  vivacity  of  youth  in  his  countenance,  in  which 
the  charaflcrsof  dignity  and  amiablcnefs  were  remarkably  united:  and  he  fupported 
the  difordcr  which  proved  fatal  to  him  of  many  months  continuance,  and  of  the  mod 
depteding  kind,  with  an  uncommon  refignaiion,  and  even  chearfulnefs,  enjoying  the 
drength  and  quicknefs  of  bis  underdanding  till  the  clofe  of  life.  He  died  in  the 
feventy-fourtb  year  of  his  age,  March  the  6th,  1764.  Bittgraphical  Diflionary. 
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DUKE  OF  NEWCASTL  E*'.. 


The  duke  of  Ncwcaftle  will  be  fo  often  mentioned  in  the 
hiftory  of  thefe  times,  and  with  lb  iVrong  a bias  either  for  or 
againft  him,  that  I rcfolved,  for  the  fake  of  truth,  to  draw  his 
character  with  my  ufual  impartiality : for  as  he  had  been  a minifter 
for  above  forty  years  together,  and  in  the  laft  ten  years  of  that 
lx:riod  firll  minifter,  he  had  full  time  to  oblige  one-half  of  the 
nation,  and  to  offend  the  other. 

We  were  co-temporaries,  near  relations,  and  familiar  acquain- 
tances, fometimes  well  and  fometimes  ill  together,  according  to  the 
feveral  variations  of  jwlitical  affairs,  which  know  no  relations, 
friends,  or  acquaintances. 

The  public  opinion  put  him  below  his  level;  for  though  he  had 
no  fuperior  parts,  or  eminent  talents,  he  had  a raoft  indefatigable 
induftry,  a j>erfeverance,  a court  craft,  and  a fervile  compliance 
with  the  will  of  his  fove reign  for  the  time  being;  which  qualities, 
w'ith  only  a common  fliare  of  common  fenfe,  will  c-arry  a man 
fooncr  and  more  fafely  through  the  dark  labyrinths  of  a court 
than  the  moft  lliining  parts  would  do  without  thofc  meaner 
talents. 

He  was  gcxjd-naturcd  to  a degree  of  weaknefs,  even  to  tears, 
upon  the  flighteft  occafions.  Exceedingly  timorous,  both  per- 
fonally  and  politically,  dreading  the  leaft  innovation,  and  keeping, 
with  a fcmi>ulous  timidity,  in  the  beaten  track  of  bufinefs  as 
having  the  fafeft  bottom. 

I will  mention  one  inftance  of  this  difi>o(ilion,  which  I think 
will  fet  it  in  the  ftrongeft  light.  When  1 brought  the  bill  into  the 
houfe  of  lords,  for  corre<fting  and  amending  the  calendar,  I gave 
him  previous  notice  of  my  intentions.  I le  was  alarmed  at  fo  bold 
an  undertaking  and  conjured  me  not  to  Jiir  matters  that  had  been 


• This  charaftcr  wu  written  in  the  year  1763. 
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long  quiet;  adding,  that  he  did  not  love  new-fangled  things.  1 did 
not,  however,  yield  to  the  cogency  of  thefe  arguments,  but  brought 
in  the  bill,  and  it  palled  unaninioufly.  From  fuch  wcaknclTes  it 
necelTarily  follows,  that  he  could  have  no  great  ideas,  nor  eleva- 
tion of  mind. 

His  ruling,  or  rather  his  only,  paflion  was,  the  agitation,  the 
hurtle,  and  the  hurry  of  bufmefs,  to  which  he  had  been  accvirtomcd 
above  forty  years ; but  he  was  as  lUlatory  in  difpatching  it  as  he 
was  eager  to  engage  in  it.  He  was  always  in  a hurry,  never 
walked  but  always  run ; infomuch  that  I have  fometimes  told  him, 
that  by  his  fleetnefs  one  fliould  rather  take  him  for  the  courier 
than  the  author  of  the  letters. 

He  was  as  jealous  of  his  power  as  an  impotent  lover  of  his 
mirtrefs,  without  activity  of  mind  enough  to  enjoy  or  exert  it,  but 
could  not  bear  a fliare  even  in  the  appearances  of  it*. 

His  levees  were  his  plcafure,  and  his  triumph;  he  loved  to  have 
them  croudeil,  and  confcqncntly  they  were  fo.  There  he  generally 
ma<le  jx^ple  of  bufmefs  wait  two  or  three  hours  in  the  anti-chamber, 
while  he  trifled  away  that  time  with  fomc  infignificant  favorites  in 
his  clofct.  When  at  haft  he  came  into  his  Icvce-room,  he  accorted, 
luigge<l,  cmbniced,  ami  promifed  every  Imdy,  with  a feeming 
coriliality,  but  at  the  fame  time  with  an  illiberal  and  degrading 
familiarity. 

He  w.as  exceedingly  difintcrerted,  very  profufe  of  his  own  fortune, 
and  abhorring  all  thofc  means,  too  often  ufed  by  perfons  in  his 
Ration,  either  to  gratify  their  avarice,  or  to  fujiply  their  prodi- 
gality; for  he  retired  from  bufmefs  in  the  year  1762,  above  four 
humired  thoufaml  jx>umls  pcxirer  than  when  he  firrt  engaged  in  it. 

Ujxm  the  whole,  he  was  a comi>ound  of  moR  hviman  weakncflcs, 
but  untainted  with  any  vice  or  crime. 


* TvOrJ  ClicflerfielJ,  in  n Uucr  to  his  fon,  o'ated  Nov.  4,  1757,  faith:  “ T!»c  dohe  ot 
“ Nfvvcafllc  and  Mr.  Pitt  realW  apxc  very  well;  not,  I prdumc,  fr.*>jn  any  il-ntiacnlal 
“ icrMlcrncls  for  each  other,  but  from  a fcnlc  that  it  is  ihejr  lucrual  irucrcd.*’  in  another 
letter,  dated  May  18,  1758,  •*  The  dokc  of  Ncwcaille  atxl  Mr.  Piit  t;o  on  like  man  ?nd 
wife;  that  is  fcUloui  agivcing,  often  quarrelling,  but  by  mutual  ir.tcrdt  upon  O^ewholr, 
“ uol  parting.” 
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The  duke  of  KewolUe  owed  his  promotion  to  his  uncommon  zeal  for  the  illudrioQS 
houl'e  of  Hanover,  and  to  the  llrength  of  his  iniereft  in  parliament,  rather  than  to 
his  judgement,  precifion,  or  any  other  intcllcfiual  merit.  Smollett. 


Lord  Sunderland,  in  queen  Anne’s  reign,  when  he  was  offered  a penfion  on  being 
turned  out  of  place,  faid:  “ That  if  he  was  no  longer  permitted  to  (erve  his  eountry, 
“ he  was  refolved  not  to  pillage  it.”  The  generous  old  duke  of  Newcaflle,  front  the 
fame  odd  romantic  turn  of  thinking,  had  the  ill  judgement  to  tread  in  lord  Sunder- 
land’s deps  i but  his  example  had  not  the  leall  influence  among  our  great  men,  nor 
engaged  a Angle  perfon  to  imitate  him;  fo  that  we  may  apply  to  him  with  propriety 
what  Mr.  Gjwley  fays  of  Pindar; 

Pindar  is  imitable  by  none ; 

The  pbcenix  Pindar  is  a raft  fpccies  alone. 


The  duke  of  Newcaflle  was  born  Auguft  ill,  1693.  He  fucceeded  his  father  as 
baron  Pelham  of  Luughton;  and  on  the  15th  July,  1711,  took  the  name  and  arms 
of  Holies,  with  the  title  of  duke  of  Newcaflle  upon  Tyne.  His  power  and  interefl 
were  great,  and  he  exerted  both  in  fupport  of  George  I.  againft  the  party  that 
oppofed  him.  Among  the  refl  who  were  early  diftinguiOied  by  the  royal  favor,  the 
duke  was  on  the  26th  of  Oflober,  1714,  advanced  to  the  dignity  of  earl  of  Clare 
and  vifeount  Naughton,  with  remainder  to  his  brother  Henry  Pelham,  and  his  heirs 
male. 

The  duke  flood  firm  in  fupport  of  the  royal  caufe  daring  the  flrfl  rebellion  in 
Scotland,  and  oppofed  the  lawicfs  attempts  of  the  Jacobites  and  a mifguided  populace 
at  home.  His  mailer  Was  not  wanting  to  acknowledge  his  fervices ; on  the  ad  of 
Auguft,  1715,  he  was  created  marquis  and  duke  of  Newcaflle  under  Line,  with 
remainder  to  the  female  ilTue  of  his  brother  Henry  Pelham.  On  the  13th  of  April, 
1717,  he  was  declared  lord  chamberlain  of  his  majefly's  houfliold,  and  on  the  30th 
of  April,  1718,  he  was  inflalled  knight  of  the  order  of  the  garter.  On  the  2d  of 
April,  1724,  he  was  declared  one  of  his  majefly’s  principal  fccrctarics  of  flate,  and 
in  July,  1737,  he  was  chofen  high  flewarJ  of  Cambridge,  and  afterwards  chancellor 
of  that  univerfity. 

It  would  be  tedious  to  mention  all  the  honors  and  places  his  grace  enjoyed  under 
the  houfe  of  Hanover,  whom  he  bad  fo  afliduoufly  and  faithfully  laboured  to  fix  upon 
the  Britiflt  throne:  therefore  fhall  only  add,  that  in  the  year  1761  he  refigned  all  his 
employments  and  quitted  that  hurry  of  bulinefs  in  which  he  had  been  fo  long  involved, 
fpending  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  retirement,  lie  was,  jrerhaps,  one  of  the 
moft  ditintcrcfled  patriots  that  cither  this  or  any  other  nation  could  boaft  of.  His 
cflate,  when  he  came  firft  into  pufleflion  of  it,  was  worth  fifty  thoufand  pounds  fer 
annum,  which  he  greatly  reduced  in  the  fervice  of  his  king  and  country,  notwith- 
llanding  which  he  nobly  refufed  a large  penfion  when  he  retired  from  public  buCncfs. 

In  private  life,  his  cliaraflcr  was  the  moll  amiable,  affable,  and  religious,  lie 
eaufed  divine  fervice  to  be  conflantly  and  regularly  performed  every  day  in  his  family, 
both  in  town  and  country ; and  at  proper  times  the  facrament  was  adminilired,  at 
which  he  conflantly  aflilled  with  great  devotion.  He  yielded  up  his  breath  with  the 
mofl  perfeft  calmnefs  and  rertguatioo,  Nov.  17,  1768,  in  the  feveoty-feveoth  year  of 
bis  age.  Annual  Kcgiflcr. 
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DUKE  OF  BEDFORD. 


The  duke  of  Bedford  was  more  condderable  for  his  rank  and 
immenfe  fortune,  than  for  either  his  parts  or  his  virtues. 

He  had  rather  more  than  a common  fhare  of  cominon-fenfe,  but 
with  a head  fo  wrong-turned,  and  fo  invincibly  obftinate,  that  the 
lhare  of  parts  which  he  had  was  of  little  ufe  to  him,  and  very 
troublefome  to  others. 

He  was  paffionate,  though  obRinate;  and,  though  both,  was 
always  governed  by  fome  low  dependants,  who  had  art  enough  to 
make  him  believe  that  he  governed  them. 

His  manners  and  addrefs  were  exceedingly  illiberal;  he  had 
neither  the  talent  nor  the  defire  of  plcafing. 

In  f|)eaking  in  the  houfe,  he  had  an  inelegant  flow  of  words, 
but  not  without  fome  rcafoning,  matter,  and  method. 

He  had  no  amiable  qualities;  but  he  had  no  vicious  nor  criminal 
ones:  he  was  much  below  fhining,  but  above  contcmjM  in  any 
charadler. 

In  Ihort,  he  was  a duke  of  a refpeitable  family,  and  with  a very 
great  eftate. 


The  duke  of  Bedford  is  indeed  a very  confiderable  man.  1'he  highed  rank,  a fplendid 
fortune,  and  a name  glorious  till  it  was  his,  u’crc  fuflicienl  to  hare  fiipportcd  him  with 
meaner  abilities  than  he  poffelTcd.  The  ufe  he  made  of  thcl'c  uncommon  advantages 
might  have  been  more  honorable  to  himfelf,  but  could  not  be  mure  inflruftive  to 
mankind.  The  eminence  of  his  da;ion  gave  him  a commanding  proffiefi  of  his  duty. 
The  road  which  led  to  honor  w.is  open  to  his  view.  He  could  not  lofe  it  by  miftakc ; 
and  he  had  no  temptation  to  depart  from  it  by  delign. 

An  independent,  virtuous  duke  of  Bedford  would  never  proftitutc  his  dignity  in 
parliament  by  an  indecent  violence,  cither  in  opprefling  or  defending  a miniller.  He 
would  not  at  one  moment  rancoroully  pcrfecute,  at  another  bafcly  cringe  to,  the 
favorite  of  his  fovereign.  Though  deceived  perhaps  in  his  youth,  he  would  not, 
through  the  courfc  of  a long  life,  have  invariably  rhofen  his  friends  from  among  the 
moll  profligate  of  mankind.  His  own  honor  would  have  forbidden  him  from  mixing 

* H a bis 
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Ill's  nrisraie  picafiires  or  conver^uion  with  jockeys,  gamcflcrs, blafphctncrs,  gladiators,  or 
InifToons.  He  would  then  hare  never  felt,  much  lei's  would  he  have  fubmitted  to,  the 
humiliating  ncctirity  of  engaging  in  the  intereft  and  intrigues  of  his  dependants,  of 
fupplving  their  vices,  or  relieving  their  beggary,  at  the  expcnce  of  his  country.  He 
would  not  have  betrayed  fueh  ignorance,  or  fuch  comempt,  of  the  conftitution,  as 
openly  to  avow  in  a court  of  jufticethe  purchafe  and  fale  of  a borough.  If  it  fhould 
be  the  will  of  Providence  to  afflifi  him  with  a doraeftic  misfortune,  he  would  fubmit 
to  the  (Iroke  with  feeling,  but  not  without  dignity;  and  not  look  for,  or  find,  an 
immediate  confolation,  for  the  lofs  of  an  only  fon,  in  coofultations  and  empty  bargain* 
for  a place  at  court,  nor  in  the  mifery  of  balloningai  the  India-houfe. 

The  duke’s  hiftory  began  to  be  important  at  that  aufpicious  period,  at  which  he  was 
deputed  to  the  court  of  Verfaillcs.  It  was  an  honorable  office  to  reprefent  the  earl  of 
Bute,  and  was  executed  vvith  the  fame  fpirit  with  which  it  was  accepted.  His  patrons 
vvan'td  an  ambaffador,  who  would  fubmit  to  make  conceflions: — their  bufinefs 
acquired  a man  who  had  as  little  feeling  for  his  own  dignity,  as  for  the  welfare  of  his 
countiy;  and  they  found  him  in  the  firfl  rank  of  the  nobility.  Junius. 


If  cxafl  order,  method,  and  true  treonomy,  as  a mailer  of  a family:  if  fplendor 
andjuil  niagnificencc,  without  wildtalle  and  thoughticfs  extravagance;  may  conllinite 
the  charaflcr  of  an  avaricious  man,  the  duke  of  Bedford  is  guilty.  He  allowed  bis 
full  eight  thoufand  pounds  a year ; and,  upon  his  mull  unfonunate  death,  he  greatly 
incicalcd  the  jointure  of  the  alHiflctl  lady,  his  widow.  Junius  went  wantonly  out  of 
tile  way  to  lurment  declining  age,  becaufc  the  duke  of  Bedford  had  quarrelled  with 
thole  whofc  caufc  and  politics  he  cf[>ourcd.  Sir  William  DaarxK. 


Tlicduke  of  Bedford,  after  a long  oppofiiion  to  the  fervants  of  the  crown,  became 
a courtier  in  the  year  1747,  and  was  foon  made  fccretary  of  Hate  in  the  room  of 
lord  Chcllerfield.  He  w,is  not  remarkably  poptdar  in  bis  adminillracion  as  lord  lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland.  He  bellowed  one  place  of  conliJcrablc  importance  upon  a gen- 
tleman whole  perfon  was  obnoxious  to  manv  people  in  that  kingdom)  and  perhaps 
he  failed  In  that  alfabiiiiy  and  condcfccnfion  which  a free  and  ferocious  nation 
expefis  to  find  in  the  cbarailer  of  him  to  wbofe  rule  they  are  fubjeflcd. 

Smollett. 


When  his  grace  was  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  the  feries  of  Letters  between 
Henry  and  Frances  happened  to  fall  into  his  hands,  la  the  preface  Henry  fpcaks  of 
the  diflrelTcs  of  his  fortune,  and  the  jullifiable  means  by  which  thofe  diftrelTcs  were 
oecafioned.  His  grace’s  humanity  was  alTcdlcd ; he  enquired  into  the  author’s  fiiuaiian, 
and,  on  finding  it  to.be  at  deferibed,  unlolicited  but  by  his  own  noble  nature,  be  fent 
for  Henry,  and  in  the  molt  obliging  and  gracious  manner  prefenied  him  with  a patent 
cmpluymcDi,  which  was  at  that  time  vacant.  Mrs.  Griffith. 
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On  the  I4tli  of  June,  1714,  a dreadful  fire  happened  at  Wooburn.  Thedutchefs 
left  the  fufferers  five  hundred  pounds  in  her  will.  As  it  was  ibmc  time  before  the 
money  was  paid,  lord  John  Kuflcll  (afterwards  duke  of  Bedford)  then  in  bis  fixteenth 
year,  cxprclTed  his  concern  to  the  executor,  who  objeffing  againll  the  payment  of 
intereft,  lord  John  generoudy  faid,  “ I'ay  it  out  of  the  money  allowed  for  my 
“ expences:”  and  accordingly  Mr.  Holt  the  executor  paid  five  hundred  pounds, 
her  grace’s  legacy,  and  fifty  pounds,  a gift  of  his  lorditiip’s,  being  the  amount  of 
two  years  intcrefi  thereof.  It  may  be  proved,  by  a multitude  of  inllances,  that  the 
noble  duke  poflcjTcd  the  fame  generous  and  hutnane  dilpofition  during  his  whole  life; 
and  it  was  peculiarly  confpicuous  in  the  clofe  of  it,  as  his  lad  will  evinces. 

Introduflion  to  lady  Russell’s  Letters. 


M R. 
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Mr.  Henry  Fox  was  a younger  brother  of  the  lowefl  extrac- 
tion*. His  father,  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  made  a confiderablc 
fortune,  Ibme  how  or  other,  and  left  him  a fair  younger  brother's 
ixjition,  which  he  foon  fpent  in  the  common  vices  of  youth, 
gaming  included : this  obliged  him  to  travel  for  fome  time.  W hile 
abroad,  he  met  with  a very  falacious  Englifli  woman,  whofe  libe- 
rality retrieved  his  fortune,  with  feveral  circumftances  more  to  the 
honor  of  his  vigor  than  his  morals. 

When  he  returned,  though  by  education  a Jacobite,  he  attached 
himfelf  to  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  was  one  of  his  ableft  eleves. 
He  had  no  fixed  principles  either  of  religion  or  morality,  and  was 
too  un weary  in  ridiculing  and  expofing  them. 

He  had  very  great  abilities  and  indefatigable  induftry  in  bufinefs, 
great  fkill  in  managing,  that  is,  in  corrupting  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons, and  a wonderful  dexterity  in  attaching  individuals  to  him- 
lelf.  He  promoted,  encouraged,  and  pra<ftifed  their  vices;  he 
giatified  their  avarice,  or  l'u]>plicd  their  profufion.  He  wifely  and 
pundlually  performed  whate\'er  he  ijromifed,  and  moft  liberally 
rewarded  their  attachment  and  dciiendance.  By  thefe  and  all  other 
means  that  can  be  imagined,  he  made  himfelf  many  perfonal 
friends  and  political  dependants. 

He  was  a moft  difagreeable  fi>eaker  in  parliament,  inelegant  in 
his  language,  hcfitating  and  ungraceful  in  his  elocution,  butfkilful 
in  difeerning  the  temper  of  the  houfe,  and  in  knowing  when  and 
how  to  prefs,  or  to  yield. 

* This  alTertion  is  fcjircely  cxcufalile^^  hit  tordfhip  mud,  or  ought  to,  have  known  better. 
Mr.  Fox**  lather  was  Sir  Stephen  Fox,  who  was  privy-counicllcr,  paymafterof  the  army,  and 
fomc  little  time  one  of  the  coiiimiinoncrs  of  ihctreafury  under  Cb^rlet  II  ; and  Sir  bU|>hcn*« 
father,  Mr.  William  Fox,  had  a landed  cOatcof  about  three  liunclrtnl  pound*  a ycir  in  Wdtlhirc, 
now  policfTed  by  the  earl  of  llchellcr,  the  elder  brancii  of  the  fatnily. 

A conftant 


Digitized  by  Google 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD. 


55 

A conftant  good-humour  and  feeming  franknefs  made  him  a 
welcome  companion  in  focial  life,  and  in  all  domeftic  relations  he 
was  good-natured.  As  he  advanced  in  life,  his  ambition  became 
lubfervient  to  his  avarice.  His  early  profufion  and  diflipation  had 
made  him  feel  the  many  inconveniencies  of  want,  and,  as  it  often 
hapiXMis,  carried  him  to  the  contrary  and  worfe  extreme  of  corrup- 
tion anti  rapine.  Rem^  quocunqtse  modo  rem,  became  his  maxim, 
which  he  obferved  (I  will  not  fay  religioiilly  and  fcrupuloufly)  but 
invariably  and  fliamefully. 

He  had  not  the  leaft  notion  of,  or  regard  for,  the  public  good  or 
the  conftitution,  but  defpifed  thofe  cares  as  the  objefts  of  narrow 
minds,  or  the  pretences  of  interefted  ones ; and  he  lived,  as  Brutus 
died,  calling  virtue  only  a name. 


Mr.  Fox  fought  furprifing  battles  'urith  the  firft  demagogues  of  the  age;  and  in 
llirewduefs,  policy,  and  perfevcraucc,  yielded  to  nunc  of  bis  co-temporaries. 

Smollett. 


The  addreCTes  to  fupport  the  king,  anno  1755,  *“  defence  of  his  German  terri- 
tories, did  not  pafs  without  (Irong  debates  in  both  houfes,  where  there  was  a very 
flrange  jumble  of  parties.  It  was  generally  thought,  that  the  public  bulinefs  could 
not  go  on  unlefs  another  fecretary  of  (late  was  appointed  in  the  room  of  Sir  Thomas 
Robinfon;  bemufe,  though  Mr.  I’itt,  then  paymafter-gencral,  and  Mr.  Fox,  then 
fecretary  at  war,  agreed  in  nothing  clfe,  they  united  in  oppofing  his  meafurcs  j and 
their  iiitercll  was  fo  great  in  the  hoiife,  and  their  abilities  fo  unircrfally  acknowledged, 
though  of  Tcry  tliffcrcnt  kiuds,  that  every  queftion  the  court  got  was  in  faft  lofmg  it. 
On  this  occafion  Mr.  Fo,x  got  the  fcals  of  fecretary  of  Hate.  Tindal. 
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Mr.  Pitt  owed  his  rife  to  the  mod  confiderable  pods  and 
power  in  this  kingdom  fingly  to  his  own  abilities.  In  him 
they  I'upplicd  the  want  of  birth  and  fortune,  which  hitter  in 
others  too  often  fiipply  the  want  of  the  former.  He  was  a 
younger  brother  of  a very  new  family,  and  his  fortune  only  an 
annuity  of  one  hundred  jwunds  a year. 

The  army  was  his  original  dedination,  and  a cornetcy  of 
horfe  his  fird  and  only  coinmiflion  in  it.  . Thus  unaflided  by 
favour  or  fortune,  he  had  no  powerful  proteclor  to  introduce  him 
into  bufinefs,  and  (if  1 may  ufc  that  expredion)  to  do  the  honours 
of  his  parts;  but  their  own  drength  was  fully  fufScient. 

His  conditution  refufed  him  the  ufual  plcafurcs,  and  liis  genius 
forbad  him  the  idle  didipations,  of  youth;  for  fo  early  as  at  the 
age  of  fixteen  he  was  the  martyr  of  an  hereditary  gout.  He 
therefore  employed  the  Icifure,  which  that  tedious  anti  painful 
didcm[ier  cither  procnretl  or  allowed  him,  in  acquiring  a great  fund 
of  premature  and  ufcful  knowledge.  Thus,  by  the  unaccountable 
relation  of  caufes  and  effcids,  what  feemed  the  greated  misfortune 
of  his  life  was,  jx;rhai>s,  the  prineijial  caufe  of  its  fplentlour. 

His  private  life  was  dainetl  by  no  vices,  nor  fullicd  by  any  mean- 
nefs.  All  his  fentiments  were  liberal  and  elevated.  His  ruling 
padion  was  an  unbounded  ambition,  which,  when  fupiwrted  by 
grc.it  abilities,  and  crowned  with  great  fuccefs,  make  what  the 
world  calls  “ a great  man.”  He  was  haughty,  imix;rious,  impa- 
tient of  contraditdion,  and  over-bearing:  qualities  which  too  often 
accompany,  but  always  clog  great  ones. 

He  had  manners  and  addrefs;  but  one  might  difeem  through 
them  too  great  a confdoufnefs  of  his  own  fujx;rior  talents.  He 
was  a mod  agreeable  anti  lively  companion  in  focial  life,  and  hatl 


• This  chsraflcr  was  written  in  the  year  1762. 
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fuch  a verfatility  of  wit,  that  he  could  adop»t  it  to  all  forts  of  conver- 
fatlon.  He  had  alfo  a moR  happy  rum  to  poetry,  but  he  fcldom 
indulged,  and  feldom  avowed  it. 

He  came  young  into  parliament,  and  upon  that  great  theatre  he 
foon  equalled  the  oldell:  and  the  ableft  adlors.  His  eloquence  was 
of  every  kind,  and  he  excelled  in  the  argumentative  as  well  as  in 
the  declamatory  way.  But  his  inveilivcs  were  terrible,  and  uttered 
with  fuch  energy  of  diction,  and  ftera  dignity  of  a<Slion  and  coun- 
tenance, that  he  intimidated  thofe  who  were  the  moR  willing  and 
the  beR  able  to  encounter  him*.  Their  arms  fell  out  of  their 
hands,  and  they  flirunk  under  the  afccndant  wliich  his  genius 
gained  over  theirs. 

In  that  aflembly,  where  the  public  goml  is  fo  much  talked  of, 
and  private  intereR  fingly  purfuetl,  he  fet  out  with  afting  the 
patriot,  and  performed  that  part  fo  nobly,  that  he  was  adopted  by 
the  public  as  their  chief,  or  rather  only  unfufix:<Red  champion. 

The  weight  of  his  popularity,  and  his  univerfally  acknowledged 
abilities,  obtruded  him  upon  king  George  II.  to  whom  he  was 
perfonally  obnoxious.  He  was  made  fecretary  of  Rate : in  this 
dif&cult  and  delicate  Rtuation,  which  one  would  have  thought  muR 
have  reduced  either  the  patriot  or  the  miniRcr  to  a decifive  option, 
he  managed  with  fuch  ability  that,  while  he  fervcd  the  king  more 
effedtually,  in  his  moR  unwarrantable  eledloral  views,  than  any 
former  miniRer,  however  willing,  had  dared  to  do,  he  Rill  prefervcd 
all  his  credit  and  popularity  with  the  public;  whom  he  aflured  and 
convinced,  that  the  protedlion  and  defence  of  Hanover,  with  an 
army  of  feventy-five  thoufand  men  in  Britilh  pay,  was  the  only 
poflible  method  of  fecuring  our  jxjfleflions  or  acciuifitions  in  North 
America.  So  much  eafier  is  it  to  deceive  than  to  undeceive 
mankind. 

His  ow'n  dilintereRednefs,  and  even  contempt  of  money,  fmoothed 
his  way  to  power,  and  prevented  or  filenced  a great  fltare  of  that 
envy  which  commonly  attends  it.  MoR  men  think  th.at  they  have 
an  equal  natural  right  to  riches,  and  equal  abilities  to  make  the 


* Hame  Campbell  and  lord  chief  jalUce  Mansfield. 
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proper  ufe  of  them;  but  not  very  many  of  them  have  the  impu- 
dence to  think  themfelves  qualified  for  power. 

Upon  the  whole,  he  will  make  a great  and  Ihining  figure  in  the 
annals  of  this  country,  notwithftanding  the  blot  which  his  accep- 
tance of  three  thoufand  pounds  per  annum  penfion  for  three  lives, 
on  his  voluntary  refignation  of  the  feals  in  the  firft  year  of  the  pre- 
fcnt  king,  mull  make  in  his  character,  efpecially  as  to  the  dilinterefted 
part  of  it.  However,  it  mull  be  acknowledged,  that  he  had  thofe 
qualities  which  none  but  a great  man  can  have,  with  a mixture  of 
fome  of  thofe  failings  which  are  the  common  lot  of  wretched  and 
imperfect  human  nature. 


Mr.  Pitt  bid  been  originally  defigned  for  the  army,  in  which  he  afiiially  bote  i 
commiffion;  but  fate  referred  him  for  a more  importaai  (latioo.  In  point  of  fortune 
he  was  barely  qualified  to  be  elefled  member  of  parliament,  when  he  obtained  a feat 
in  the  houfe  of  commons,  where  he  foon  outOione  all  his  compatriots.  He  difplayed 
a furpriling  extent  and  precihen  of  political  knowledge  and  HTefidible  energy  of 
argument,  and  fuch  power  of  elocution  as  (Iruck  his  hearers  with  aftonilhinent  and 
admiration.  It  flalhed  like  the  lightning  of  heaven  againft  the  miniders  and  fons  of 
corruption,  blading  where  it  fmote,  and  withering  the  nerves  of  oppulhion : but  bit 
more  fubdantial  praife  was  founded  upon  his  dilintereded  integrity,  his  inconuptible 
heart,  his  unconquerable  fpirit  of  irtdependence,  and  his  inrariable  attachment  to  the 
intcred  and  liberty  of  hit  country.  Suoluett. 


Being  bom  of  a good  family,  and  allied  to  fcveral  noble  ones,  Mr.  Pitt  ihonght  it 
incumbent  upon  him  to  preferre  the  ludre  derived  from  both,  whether  in  private  or 
public  life.  In  the  former,  he  was  always  frugal,  temperate,  honed,  fincere,  and' 
benevolent;  and  was  thereby  naturally  free,  brave,  and  uncorrupt,  in  ibe  latter. 

Being  poflefled  of  only  a ftnall  fortune,  he  virtuoufly  circumferibed  his  expeneet 
within  the  limits  of  his  income;  and  therefore,  when  corruption  dooped  fo  low  as  to 
take  the  dandard  out  of  the  hand  of  a -cornet  (as  he  himfcif  emphatically  cxprefledii) 
on  account  of  inflexible  integrity,  he  was  enabled  to  fubfid  without  public  pay,  and 
bad  fortitude  and  abilities  at  lad  to  revenge  the  unconditutional  infoli  oficred  to  the 
liberties  of  his  country  through  his  perfon. 

At  length,  when  in  the  vicilEtude  of  afiairs  it  became  neceflary  to  have  the  extemai 
alFeflation  af  employing  more  men  of  undoubted  honedy  and  abilities,  and  he  was 
advanced  to  a very  profltabic  pod,  of  great  importance,  he  confpicuouDy  indicated 
that  a dilinterefted  dcfire  to  reftore  ceconomy  in  pnblic  oftices,  a benevolence  of 
redreding  the  grievances  of  the  helplefs  and  opprefled,  and  a fincere  love  for  the 
honor  of  the  nation,  and  the  liberties  of  mankind,  were  fuperier  to  all  other  confi- 
vicraiians. 
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Tbii  was  his  ionriable  condu^  uhUA  in  employment,  and  at  length  he  glorioufly 
rclinqtiifhed  his  fubordinate  power  rather  than  co-operate  with  weak  and  wicked  men 
in  fcbemes  prejudicial  in  any  degree  to  the  common  intereA  of  his  country.  He  then 
retired  awhile  to  enjoy  untainted  honor  in  unenried  obfcurityi  but  when  the  united 
voice  of  a periQiing  people  called  upon  him  for  aAiAance,  be  was  willing,  ready,  and 
able,  and  I ho[K  will  perCA,  in  fpite  of  the  mean  oppofition  of  a uflion,  or  the 
dark  arrow  of  calumny,  which  flies  by  night,  in  his  endeavours  to  rcAore  this  kingdom 
to  its  ancient  virtue,  and  coafequcmly  to  its  peace,  plenty,  and  honor. 

ConteA,  N"  VII. 


A mirror  of  eloquence.  His  fpeech  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  on  congratulating 
George  II.  upon  the  nuptials  of  the  prince  of  Wales,  was  unequalled.  Wc  have 
few  models  of  antiquity  more  perfect  in  that  kind,  it  being  more  ornamented  than  the 
declamations  of  DemoAhenes,  and  lefs  diifufed  than  tliofe  of  Cicero.  When  on  the 
death  of  Mr.  Winnington  he  was  made  paymaAcr^eneral  of  the  forces,  by  hit 
integrity  he  introduced  a great  reformation  into  chat  o&e.  Tinoal. 


i 

I 


The  fccrctary  Aood  alone.  Modern  degeneracy  bad  not  reached  him.  Original 
and  unaccommodating,  the  features  of  his  charafler  had  the  hardihood  of  antiquity.' 
His  auguA  mind  over-awed  majeAy,  and  one  of  his  fovereigns  thought  royalty  fo 
impaired  in  his  prefence,  that  he  confpired  to  remove  him,  in  order  to  be  relieved 
from  his  fuperiority.  No  Ante  chicanery,  no  narrow  fyAem  of  vicious  politics,  no 
idle  contcA  for  miniAerlal  viffories,  funk  him  to  the  vulgar  level  of  the  great;  but 
over-bearing,  perfuafive,  ami  impradflcabk-,  his  objefl  was  England,  hit  ambition 
was  fame.  Without  dividing  he  deAroyed  party-,  without  corrupting  he  maile  a 
venal  age  unanimous.  France  funk  beneath  him.  W'ith  one  hand  he  fmoic  the  houfe 
of  Bourbon,  and  wielded  in  the  other  the  democracy  of  F.ngland.  The  fight  of  his 
mind  was  infinite,  and  his  fchemes  were  to  aficfl,  not  England,  not  the  prefent  age 
only,  but  Europe  and  poAerity.  Wonderful  were  the  means  by  which  thefc  fchemes 
were  accompli Aied ; always  feafonabic,  always  adequate,  the  fiiggcAions  of  an  under- 
Aan-Jing  animated  by  ardor,  and  enlightened  by  prophecy. 

The  ordinary  feelings  which  make  life  amiable  and  indolent  were  unknown  to  him. 
No  domeAic  difficulties,  no  domeAie  wcaknefs  reached  him;  but  aloof  from  the  fordUl 
occurrences  of  life,  and  uiifullied  by  its  iniercoutfc,  he  came  occafionally  into  our 
fyAem,  to  counfcl  and  to  decide. 

A charafler  fo  exalted,  fo  Arenuons,  fo  various,  fo  authoritative,  aAoniAied  a 
corrupt  age,  and  the  ircafury  trembled  at  the  name  of  Pitt  through  all  her  clafles  of 
venality.  Corruption  imagined,  indeed,  that  Oie  had  found  defefts  in  this  Aatefman, 
and  talked  much  of  the  inconfillency  of  his  glory,  and  much  of  the  ruin  of  his 
vlflorics;  but  the*hiAory  of  his  country,  and  the  calamities  of  the  enemy,  anfweretk 
and  refuted  her. 

Nor  were  his  political  abilities  his  only  talents.  His  eloquence  was  an  aera  in  the 
fenate,  peculiar  and  fpontancous,  familiarly  exprefling  gigantic  fentimenis  and  inAinc- 
five  wildora;  not  like  the  torrent  of  DemoAhenes,  or  the  fplendid  confiagration  of 
Tully;  it  rcl'embled  fometimes  the  thunder,  and  fometimes  the  mafic  of  the  fpheres. 
Like  Murray,  he  did  not  conJnft  the  underAanding  through  the  painful  fubillty  of 
argumentation ; nor  was  he,  like  Townflicnd,  for  ever  on  the  tack  of  exertion ; but 
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raiher  lightned  upon  the  fubjcft,  and  reached  the  point  by  the  fluihings  of  the  mind, 
which,  like  thofc  of  his  eye,  were  felt,  but  could  not  be  followed. 

Upon  the  whole,  there  was  in  this  man  fomething  that  could  create,  fubrert,  or 
reform  j an  underftanding,  a fpirit,  and  an  eloquence,  to  fummon  mankind  to  fociety, 
or  to  break  the  bonds  of  llarcry  afunder,  and  to  rule  the  wiUlernefs  of  free  minds 
with  unbounded  authority.  Something  that  could  eftablifh  or  overwhelm  empire,  and 
flrike  a blow  in  the  world  that  fhould  refound  through  the  univerfe.  Anonyuous. 


We  may  affirm,  with  truth  and  impartiality,  that  no  man  was  ever  better  fitted  than 
Mr.  I’iit  to  be  the  miniiler  in  a great  and  powerful  nation,  or  better  qualified  to  carry 
that  power  and  greatnefs  to  thor  utmoft  limits.  There  was  in  all  his  defigns  a magni- 
tude, and  even  a vaftnefs,  which  was  not  eafily  comprehended  by  every  mind,  and 
which  nothing  but  fuccefs  could  have  made  to  appear  reafonable.  If  he  was  fome- 
times  incorrea,  he  was  never  vulgar. 

His  power,  as  it  was  not  acquired,  fo  neither  was  it  excrcifed  in  an  ordinary  manner. 
"With  very  little  parliamentary,  and  with  lefs  court  influence,  he  fwayed  both  at  court 
and  in  parliament  With  an  authority  unknown  before  to  the  befl  fupported  minifiers. 
He  was  called  to  the  miniftry  by  the  voice  of  the  people;  and  what  is  more  rare,  he 
held  it  with  that  approbation;  and  under  him,  for  ibe  firll  time,  adminiflraiion  and 
popularity  were  feen  united.  Under  him  Great  Britain  carried  on  the  moll  important 
. war  in  which  ibe  ever  was  engaged,  alone  and  uiiaflifled,  with  greater  fplendor,  and 
with  more  fuccefs  than  (he  had  ever  enjoyed  at  the  head  of  the  mod  powerful  alliances. 
Alone  this  ifland  feemed  to  balance  the  red  of  Europe. 

In  the  condufl  of  the  war,  he  never  fuffered  the  enemy  to  breathe,  bnt  overwhelmed 
them  with  reiterated  blows,  and  kept  up  the  alarm  in  every  quarter.  If  one  of  his 
expeditions  was  not  fo  well  calculated,  or  fo  fuccefsfully  executed,  amends  was  made 
by  another,  and  by  a third.  The  fpirit  of  the  nation  once  roufed,  was  not  fufTcred 
fur  a moment  to  fubfide;  and  the  French,  dazzled  as  it  were  by  the  multitude  and 
celerity  of  his  enterprizes,  feemed  to  have  lod  all  power  of  refillancc.  In  fhort,  he 
revived  the  military  genius  of  our  people;  he  fupported  our  allies;  he  extended  our 
trade;  he  raifed  our  reputation;  he  augmented  our  dominions;  and,  on  his  departure 
from  adminiflration,  left  the  nation  in  no  other  danger  than  that  which  ever  mull 
attend  exorbitant  power,  and  the  temptation  which  may  be  to  the  invidious  exertion  of 
it.  Happy  had  it  been  for  him,  for  his  fovereign,  and  his  country,  if  a temper  lefs 
auflerc,  and  a difpofiiion  more  praflicable,  more  compliant  and  conciliating,  had 
been  joined  to  his  other  great  virtues.  The  want  of  thefe  qualities  difabled  him  from 
afling  any  otherwife  than  alone;  it  prevented  our  enjoying  the  joint  fruit  of  the 
wi'dom  of  many  able  men,  who  might  mutually  have  tempered  and  mutually  for- 
warded each  other;  and  finally,  which  was  not  the  meancll  lofs,  it  deprived  us  of  his 
own  immediate  ferviccs. 

Tiiol'c  who  ccnlurcd  his  political  condufl  the  mod  feverely,  could  raife  but  few 
exceptions  to  it;  none  of  them  fingly,  nor  perhaps  the  whole  united,  of  any  great 
*■  weight,  againfl  a jjcrfoii  long  engaged  in  fo  grc.it  a feene  of  aflion. 

Whether  the  pan,  which  under  bis  adminillration  wc  rather  continned  to  aft  than 
■ewly  took,  with  regard  to  the  affairs  of  Germany,  be  for  the  teal  intcrcfl  of 
Great  Britain,  is  a queffion  of  the  utmoll  difficulty,  and  which  perhaps  will  nevee 
admit  a fatisfaftory  folution.  To  condemn  him  on  this  head,  we  mnfl  be  fure  of 
this  folution.  It  has  been  obferved  in  favor  of  that  contcllcd  meafure,  that 
France  deraonftrated,  through  the  whole  progrefs  of  the  late  treaty,  the  moil 
eariielt  defire  that  we  lliould  abandon  that  German  conneftion;  no  trifling  argu- 
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ment  that  oor  enemy  did  not  look  upon  it  to  be  extremely  prejudicial  to  our  in- 
tereih.  If  he  hns  carried  oo  that  war  it  a vail  expence,  a prodigious  Hand  his 
been  made  againll  the  entire  power  of  France;  had  lefs  been  expended,  the  whole 
of  the  expcnce  might  have  been  loll.  How  far  this  part  of  his  conduA  was  agreeable 
to  his  former  declarations,  is  a difculGon  which  can  avail  but  little.  He  found  the 
nation  engaged  in  thefe  allairs-,  it  was  more  eafy  to  pufh  them  forward  that  to  extricate 
hiinfelf  from  them;  as  he  proceeded  he  difeovered,  by  experience,  the  advantage  of 
chat  plan  of  aAio'.,  aetd  his  opinion  was  changed. 

But  even  admittirig  tha;,  to  attain  the  ends  of  oppolition,  he  had  once  fallen  upon 
popular  topics,  tvhich  evt  n then  he  knew  were  not  tenable  i it  can  form  bat  a very 
fmall  blemilh  in  a public  oharadler,  however  wrong  it  may  be  by  application  to  the 
Uriel  rules  of  morality.  Ill  would  it  fare  with  ftaiefmen,  if  this  fort  of  confiHency 
were  to  be  expcAcd  from  the  moll  confillent  of  them. 

The  conduA  of  Mr.  Pitt,  when  the  parliament  met,  in  which  he  made  his  own 
juftification,  without  Impeaching  the  comhiA  of  any  of  his  colle.igucs,  or  taking  one 
tnelfure  that  might  feem  to  aril'e  from  difguH  or  oppoGiion,  has  fet  a fcal  upon  bis. 
charaAer. 

Annual  Rcgiller. 


Lord  Chatham’s  oratory  differs  from  any  thing  we  ever  heard  uttered,  or  any  rule  or 
example  extant  in  writing.  It  has  confcqucntly  one  merit,  it  is  all  h s own ; was 
fabricated  by  h'un,  and  will  certainly  die  with  him.  The  marvellous,  the  bold,  the 
extravagant,  the  improbable,  arc  feverally  his  fort. 

llis  oratory  in  parliament  referables  the  romances  of  the  lad  century,  or  rather  the 
6Aions,  abfurdities,  and  monflrous  tales,  which  were  the  offspring  of  the  ignorance, 
fitlfe  gallantry,  and  wild  cuterprizing  fcitit  of  the  middle  ages.  His  talents  were 
brought  forth  to  public  view  at  a molt  favourable  time,  when  an  univerfal  fpirit  of 
diffatisfaAion  ran  through  almoft  every  degree  of  people  againll  Walpole.  He  upenedt 
a thoufand  various  batteries  of  abufe  againll  his  adminillraiion.  He  faid  every  thing 
that  came  uppcrmofl.  He  caught  the  allcAion  and  confidence  of  the  people.  He 
fpread  a degree  ot  enthufi.i'm  out  of  doors,  which  had  been  fcarccly  ever  known, 
before;  and,  at  length,  felt  the  flame  in  his  own  bread;  .tnd  thus,  from  a variety  of 
circumdanccs,  cdahliflicd  a dominion  over  his  auditors,  that  Charles  Towndiend, 
Pratt,  or  Murray,  who  were  infinitely  his  fupcricirs,  cither  as  regular  orators  or 
found  fpeakers,  were  never  able  to  obtain.  Hh  lordihip’s  talents  for  public  fpcaklng;, 
are  fo  unlvcrfally  known,  and  have  been  fo  ably  commented  on,  that  little  remains  to- 
be  faid,  but  jud  to  give  one  indance  of  his  manner  and  matter,  which  will  explain 
bow  far  his  mere  powers  of  debate  excel  his  powere  of  true  oratory  or  found  rca- 
foning — On  his  motion  for  withdrawing  the  troops  front  Bodon,  the  beginning  of 
the  lad  felTion  but  one,  a thrill  of  adonifltment,  accompanied  by  the  dillell  filencc, 
pervaded  every  part  of  the  houfe,  on  his  faying,  “ Three  millions  of  whigs,  with 
“ arms  in  their  hands,  nearly  allied  to  the  whigs  of  England  and  Ireland,  will  never 
“ fubmit,"  &c. — This  was  the  fpccies  of  oratory  by  which  he  was  wont  to  drike  his 
adrerfarics  dumb,  make  miniltcrs  trembk,  and  Engliflimcn  enll/ufujh.  'J  here  was, 
however,  one  thing  which  his  harangues  produced : he  perhiaded  this  nation  that 
they  were  irre^/We  and  i;ro(WA/f ; he  lived  to  pnve  the  rra/A  of  what  he  furetold-,. 
and  he  is  one  of  the  few  orators  who  from  delign,  or  a mere  enthuliadic  fpirit,  ever 
dealt  in  prophecy,  and  at  the  fame  time  jndified  his  prediAions. — But  for  mere  uni- 
formity, his  lotdfliip’s  parliamentary  portrait  might  here  be  very  properly  clofr,).. 
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)ris  hngiujjt  U neither  flowing  nor  elegunt  j he  frequently  repeats  the  laft  words  oT 
rile  preeci'.ing  fcnteucc.  in  order  to  aflill  his  memory ; he  fcarcely  ever  attempts  to 
prove  any  thing)  confequenily  his  fafls  are  moltiy  fabricated  by  himfcif,  and  bis 
ooi'.chilions  fo  many  diiluins  raifed  on  preoaifes,  borrowed,  invemod,  or  afliimed. 

Amonymous. 


Lord  Chatham  is  a great  and  celebrated  name ; a name  that  keeps  the  name  of  this 
country  rcfpeflable  in  every  other  on  the  globe.  It  may  be  truly  called, 

Ciirum  et  vencrabilt  nmen 

(jenlibus,  et  mult  urn  najlra  quad  fruit  rat  urii. 

The  venerable  age  of  this  great  man  ♦,  b!s  merited  rank,  his  fnperior  eloquence,  hfl 
fpicndid  qualities,  his  eminent  fervices,  the  vail  fpace  he  fills  in  the  eye  of  mankind, 
and,  more  than  all  the  rcll,  his  fall  from  power,  which,  like  death,  canonizes  ant) 
fanAifics  a great  charaflcr,  will  not  fuSer  me  to  cenfore  any  part  of  hit  condufl.  I 
am  afraid  to  flatter  him;  I am  fure  I am  not  difpofed  to  blame  him.  Let  thofe  who 
have  betrayed  him  by  their  adulation,  infiilt  him  wfth  their  malevolence.  But  what  I 
do  not  prefume  to  cenfure,  I may  have  leave  to  lament. 

For  a wife  man  be  feemed  to  me  at  that  time  to  be  governed  too  much  by  general 
maxims.  One  or  two  of  thefe  maxims,  flowing  from  an  opinion  not  the  mod  indul- 
gent  to  our  unhappy  fpccies,  and  furcly  a little  too  general,  led  him  into  meafures 
that  were  greatly  mifehievous  to  himfelf;  and  for  that  reafun,  among  others,  perhaps 
fatal  to  hit  country ; meafures,  the  eflefls  of  which  I am  afraid  are  for  ever  incurable. 
He  made  an  adndni/iratum  fo  checkered  and  fpcckled  ; be  put  together  a piece  of 
joinery  fo  crofsly  indented  and  wbimfically  dove-tailedi  a cabinet  fo  varioufly  inlaid; 
fucb  a piece  of  diverfified  mofaic;  fucha  tcflelated  pavement  without  cement;  here  a 
bit  of  black  (lone,  and  there  a bit  of  white;  patriots  and  courtiers;  king's  friends  and 
republicans;  whigs  and  torics;  treacherous  friends  and  open  enemies;  that  it  was  indeed 
a very  curious  fliow;  but  utterly  unfafe  to  touch  and  unfurc  to  Hand  on.  The  col- 
leagues whom  he  had  aflbrtcd  at  the  fame  boards  flared  at  each  other,  and  were 
obliged  to  afk,  “ Sir,  your  name,  &c.”  It  fo  happened,  that  perfons  had  a Cngic 
office  divided  between  them,  who  had  never  fjxtkcn  to  each  other  in  their  lives;  until 
they  found  themfelves,  they  knew  not  how,  piggiug  together,  beads  and  points  in 
the  fame  trucklc-bcd  f. 

In  confcquence  of  this  arrangement,  having  put  fo  much  the  larger  part  of  his 
enemies  and  oppofers  into  power,  the  confufion  was  fiich  that  his  own  principles  could 
not  poflibly  have  any  efiefl  or  influence  in  the  condufl  of  alTairs.  If  ever  he  fell  into 
a fit  of  the  gout,  or  if  any  other  caufe  withdrew  him  from  jHiblic  cares,  principles 
direfUy  contrary  were  furc  to  predominate.  When  he  had  executed  his  plan,  ho 
had  not  an  inch  of  ground  to  Hand  upon.  When  he  had  accompliflied  his  fcheme  of 
adminiftration,  he  was  no  longer  a minifler. 

When  his  face  was  hid  but  for  a moment,  his  whole  fyflem  was  on  a wide  fea, 
without  chart  or  compafs.  The  gentlemen,  his  particular  friends,  in  various  depart- 
ments of  miniflry,  with  a confidence  in  him  which  was  jnlUfied  even  in  its  extravagance, 

• He  was  horn  Novcmlscr  icili,  1708. 

t Sujqjofcd  to  allude  to  lord  North  and  George  Cook,  efq.  who  were  made  joint  piyniafleis  in 
1766,  on  the  ivmoval  of  the  Kockinghaui  aduiLaiHration. 
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by  h!s  fup^rior  ibilitin,  had  nerer  in  any  inftance  prefumed  on  any  opinion  of  their 
own.  Deprived  of  hit  guiding  influence,  they  were  whirled  about,  the  fporc  of 
every  gull,  and  eaCly  driven  into  any  port;  and  as  thofe  who  joined  with  them  in 
manning  the  veflel  were  the  mod  direftly  oppoGte  to  his  opinions,  meafurcs,  and  cha- 
laflcr,  and  far  the  mod  artful  and  mod  powerful  of  the  let,  they  eafily  prevailed,  fo 
as  to  fcizc  upon  the  vacant,  nneecupied,  and  derellft  minds  of  his  friends,  and 
indantly  they  turned  the  veficl  wholly  out  of  the  courfe  of  his  policy.  As  if  it  were 
to  infull  as  well  as  to  betray  him,  even  long  before  the  clofe  of  the  fird  feflion  of  his 
adminidration,  when  every  thing  was  publicly  iranfafied,  and  with  great  parade  in  his 
name,  they  made  an  afi,  declaring  it  highly  jud  and  expedient  to  raife  a revenue  in 
America.  For  even  Ihcn,  even  belore  the  jf  Undid  orb  was  entirely  fet,  and  while  the 
Weftem  horizon  was  in  a blaze  with  his  defeending  glory,  on  the  oppofite  quarter  of 
the  heavens  arofe  another  luminary  (Charles  Townfliend)  and  for  his  hour  becamw 
lord  of  the  afeendant,  who  was  officially  the  re-producer  of  the  fatal  febeme,  the 
unfortunate  afl  to  tax  America  for  a revenne.  Edm.  Buk  xe. 


This  ffiniid  orb  (as  Mr.  Burke  diled  him)  is  now  pafled  and  fet  for  ever.  Lord 
Chatham  died  on  Monday  the  iith  of  May,  1778.  The  lame  day  the  houle  of 
commons,  at  the  motion  of  colonel  Barrf,  rcfolvcd,  ” That  an  humble  addrefs  be 
“ prefented  to  his  majedy,  requeding  that  he  will  be  gracioully  pleafed  to  give 
" direfiions,  that  the  remains  of  WiLLiai  Pitt  Earl  ot  Chatham  be  interred  at 
“ the  public  ebar^ ; and  that  a monument  be  ereffed  in  the  collegiate  church  of  Sc, 
“ Peter,  Wedminder,  to  the  memory  of  that  rvrr/iicM  Jiatefman,  with  an  infertpaon 
“ cxprellive  of  the  public  fenfe  of  fo  great  and  irreparable  a lo/t ; and  to  alTure  his 
“ majedy,  that  this  houfe  will  make  good  the  expences  attending  the  fame." 

May  13th,  another  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Thomas  TownOsend,  and  carried 
suianimonfly,  “ That  an  humble  addrefs  be  prefented  to  his  majedy,  to  return  Ilia 
**  majedy  the  ihanka  of  this  houfe,  for  bis  mod  gracious  anfwer  to  their  addrefs  of 
**  Monday  lad ; and  to  befeech  his  majedy,  that  he  will  be  gracionfly  pleafed  to 
bedow  fome  lignal  and  lading  mark  of  his  royal  fasour  on  the  family  of  the  late 
William  Pitt,  earl  of  Chatham  1 and  to  adure  his  majedy,  that,  whatever  hcj 
**  from  his  princely  goodnels,  lhall  think  proper  so  be  granted,  this  houfe,  animated 
“ by  the  gratitude  which  they,  in  common  with  the  red  of  his  majedy’s  fubjecls,  feel 
“ towards  the  memory  of  that  upright  and  difintereded  luinider,  and  ambitious  of 
“ ^ tedimouy  of  their  approbation  to  that  public  virtue  and  fpirited  condufl 

" which  direfled  the  councils  of  this  country  in  the  lad  glorious  and  fuccefsful  war, 
■"  will,  with  the  greated  chearfulnd’s,  make  good  to  his  majedy.” 

Many  of  the  members  of  adminidration  warmly  feconded  the  above  motions,  who 
always  reprobated  his  political  opiuions  lefpctling  America,  fet  at  nought  his  counfel, 
and  would  have  noconneflion  with  him  in  the  cabinet. 

In  confequence  of  which  addrefs,  his  majedy  acquainted  the  houfe,  " Thar  being 
“ defirous  to  comply  as  fpeedily  as  poflible  with  the  reqiiell  of  bis  faithful  commons, 
he  had  given  directions  for  granting  to  the  prefcni  carl  of  Chatham,  and  to  th* 
^ heirs  of  the  body  of  the  laic  William  Pitt  to  whom  the  earldom  may  defeend,  an 
“ annuity  of  four  thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  payable  out  of  the  civil  lid  revenue ; 
“ but  his  majedy  not  having  it  in  his  power  to  extend  the  eflefk  of  the  faid  grant 
beyond  the  term  of  bis  own  life,  recommends  it  to  the  houfe,  to  conllder  of  a 
■“  proper  method  of  extending,  fecuring,  and  annexing  the  fame  to  the  earldom  of: 
•“  Chatham  in  I'uch  manner  as  (hall  be  thought  mod  cikQual,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
■“  Ltnily  of  the  laid  William  Pitt  earl  of  Chatham." 
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On  which  meflage,  in  a committee  of  the  whole  houfe,  i bill  was  ordered  to  be 
prepared,  to  perpetuate  to  the  defeendants  of  the  late  carl  this  annuity  and  token  of 
tfteem  for  his  fervices  to  his  country. 

May  20tb,  a common  council  of  the  city  of  London  was  held,  when  the  court 
came  to  the  following  rclolutions : 

“ That  it  be  referred  to  a comniiitce  to  prepare  a petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons, 
“ in  parliament  aflcmbled,  exprcffite  of  tlie  gratitude  which  the  court  feels  for  the 
■“  fevcral  tributes  paid  by  them  to  the  memory  of  the  late  William  Pitt,  earl  of 

Chatham  ■,  and  reprefenting  in  the  moft  refpeftful  manner  to  the  (aid  honourable 
“ houfe,  that  this  court  inireats  their  favourable  cooftruftion  of  their  with,  humbly  to 
“ addrefs  bis  majcfly,  that  the  remains  of  the  faid  earl  of  Chatham  may  be  depoGted 
“ in  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul  ». 

“ That  it  is  the  defirc  of  the  court  of  common  council  to  attend,  in  their  gowns, 
“ the  funeral  of  the  late  W'illiam  Pitt,  carl  of  C hatham. 

“ That  a committee  be  appointed,  and  immediately  withdraw,  in  order  to  prepare 
“ a letter  to  the  proper  officer  of  the  crown,  requehing  that  fuch  their  defirc  may  be 
“ humbly  Cgnlficd  to  his  majeffy,  together  with  the  farther  prajer,  that  hit  majeAy 
“ would  be  graciouQy  plealed  to  order  the  necelTary  and  timely  information  to  be 
*•  communicated  to  them  by  the  proper  officer  before  mentioned.” 

May  27th,  the  houfe  of  commons  ordered  an  addrefs  to  the  king,  “ That  he 
**  would  order  twenty  thoufaud  pounds  to  be  iffued  for  the  payment  of  the  earl  of 

Chatham’s  debts,  and  that  the  houfe  will  make  good  the  fame." 

June  5tb,  the  following  petition  was  prefented  to  his  majeAy. 

“ M^gratitm  Saverdga, 

“ We,  the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  and  commons  of  the  city  of  London,  in  common- 
« council  aflcmbled,  beg  leave  to  return  your  majeAy  our  moA  humble  and  dutiful 
" thanks,  for  the  repeated  and  fignal  marks  of  your  royal  attention  to  the  public  fenfe 
“ of  gratitude  due  to  the  memory  of  the  late  William  I’itt,  earl  of  Chatham,  as  truly 
**  expreffed  by  the  refolutions  of  the  commons  of  Great  Britain  in  Parliament 
5‘  aflcmbled. 

“ And  we  humbly  hope  for  your  majeAy’s  moA  gracious  indulgence,  when  the 
**  teflimonies  thus  paid  to  the  public  virtues  of  this  illujlrtoui  fiatefman,  encourage 


* A copy  of  t!te  city  pcililoo  to  the  honourable  houfe  of  cotniooni,  In  |nf!Uincnt  ailetiihlcd. 


Sain  STH, 


**  THAT  your  pctlttoners  humbly  beg  lea  re  to  return  their  groteful  thanks  to  tbit  honounii.le  houfe,  for 
**  the  noble  aotl  generous  icftiinony  srbich  it  has  home  to  the yttrj'r.u  mul  rntrin  01  the  late  William  Pitt, 
” carl  of  Chatham.  , 

**  And  your  petitioneri,  with  all  humility,  delite  that  their  zeal  may  not  feem  unp'cafiog  to  ihit  Itonourable 

**  houfe,  or  be  ioterpreied  as  a wifh  in  your  petitioneri  to  vary  from  ilie  geucrat  iindc  ol  ilsdr  country,  as 

cxpre^cd  in  the  late  rotca  of  this  honourable  houfe,  by  their  requetiiog  that  the  remains  of  the  eail  of 
at  Chatham  be  depofued  in  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Paul,  in  the  city  of  Lotulon. 

tt  Your  petitiooers  farther  teprefeot  to  this  honoutable  houfe,  that  they  eolitcly  feel  the  delicacy  of  their 
**  fjtualioai.  io  confctiuenec  ot  the  fcrcraj  rocafutei  taken  by  this  hoonurablc  houfe  j but  ho^  that  a 

” favourable  ioterpretation  will  be  put  upon  any  parlicvlar  inatks  of  gtaiiiudc  and  vcocration  which  the  lirfi 

t*  commercial  city  in  the  empire  is  camHt  to  esprefs  towards  the  llatefman,  whofe  v.^ase  and  caat^/t  had  lb 
**  much  contributed  to  the  ptotection  and  cxtenliM  of  its  commerce. 


*'  By  order  of  the  court. 
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' ' “ your  moft  faithful  corporation  to  intrcat,  that  the  metropolis  of  your  empire  may  be 

“ admitted  to  a fliare  ip  the  expreffions  of  public  veneration  to  a miuifler  fo  exemplary 
“ for  his  iKlegrily,  abiiily,  and  virtue.  For  this  purpofc  we  humbly  befcech,  that 
“ yourniajefty,  in  your  royal  condefeenfion,  would  give  perraiflion,  that  the  remains 
“ of  the  laid  earl  of  Chatham  be  depoBted  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Si>  Paul,  in 
**  the  city  of  London. 

“ We  hope  that  we  are  not  guilty  of  unwarrantable  prefumption,  in  conceiving  that 
“ onr  wilhea  on  this  fubjeil  arc  not  inconfiftcnt  with  thofe  of  the  honourable  houfe  of 
“ commons;  and  we  flatter  ourfelves,  that,  if  your  majcAy  fhould  gracioufly  acquiefee 
“ in  this  our  humble  prayer,  it  cannot  fail  to  be  agreeable  to  the  family  of  the 
“ deceafed,  whofe  attention  to  us,  on  alt  proper  occafions,  it  is  our  pride  to  remember ; 
*•  who  condefeended  to  become  our  fellow-citizen;  and  to  whom,  could  he  have 
“ forefeen  it,  we  are  convinced  this  attempt  to  chcrifli  his  memory  would  not  have  been 
“ unacceptable. 

“ And  we  beg  leave  further  humbly  to  reprefent  to  your  majelly,  that  we  feel 
“ ourfelves  fingularly  happy  in  thinking,  that,  in  this  our  humble  petition,  we  (hew 
“ our  duty  and  attachment  to  our  mofl  gracious  fovercign,  and  the  illiillrious  houfe  of 
“ Brunfwick,  by  ourrcfpcfl  to  one  of  the  mod  zealous  and  faithful  fe.-vants;  at  the 
“ fame  time  that  we  exprefs  our  gratitude,  as  a commercial  Ixxly,  to  a m.in  who  fo 
“ fignally  fuppbned  its  imerells ; and  humbly  pray,  that  the  noblcft  edifice  in  your 
“ majedy’s  dominions  may  become  the  delwfitory  of  the  remains  of  one,  among  the 
“ nobicd  of  your  fubjefti." 

To  which  the  king  returned  the  following  anfwer : 

“ In  confequence  of  the  aildrefs  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  That  a monument 
*•  Ihould  be  erefted  to  the  memory  of  the  late  carl  of  Chatham,  in  the  collegiate 
“ churcli  of  St.  Peter,  Wedmindcr,  it  has  been  ordered,  that  his  remains  fliould  be 
“ there  interred,  aud  the  ncccffary  preparations  have  been  made  for  that  purpofc.” 

June  6th,  the  court  of  common  council  relcindcd  their  former  rcfolution  to  attend 
lord  Chatham’s  funeral,  as  timely  information  was  net  given  to  them  by  the  proper 
ofBccr  of  the  crown;  and,  June  9th,  bis  lordOiip’s  remains  were  interred  as  above, 
many  ot  the  chief  nobility  and  commoners  attending  and  joining  in  the  procelEon. 


Lord  Chatham’s  abilities  were  certainly  great,  and  to  biin  may  not  unfitly  be 
applied  the  following  charafter  from  Shakcfpcarc: 

This  man,  undoubtedly. 

Was  falhioncd  to  much  honourfrom  his  cradle. 

He  was  a fcbolar,  and  a ripe  and  good  one  ; 

Exceeding  wife,  fair  fpoken,  and  perfuading, 
lojfty  and  four  to  all  the  nation’s  foes; 

To  fitch  as  lov’d  our  England,  fweet  as  fummer. 

Kafily  faiisficd  in  gaining  wealth, 

But  noble  in  bellowing  it.  and  free: 

Greatly  ambitious  in  his  mind  he  was, 

For  all  the  ends  he  aimed  at  were  his  country’s. 

« K 
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LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  WORKS. 


LETTER  I. 

TO  GEORGE  FAULKNER,  E S Q,U  I R E. 

London,  September  17,  1749. 

MY  GOOD  FRIEND, 

T AM  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  marks  of  your  remembrance 
and  friendfliip  which  you  fend  me  from  time  to  time.  The 
Sermon  of  Robert  Hort,  A.  M.  is  certainly  of  a very  fingular  nature; 
but  as  you  do  not  give  me  your  opinion  upon  it,  I fhall  not  give 
you  mine.  Poflibly  indeed  we  have  neither  of  us  formed  one. 
Thus  much  wily  I will  fay,  and  that  very  fincerely;  that  if  Mr. 
Hort  is  in  the  right,  1 heartily  wilh  that  you  may  live  to  fee  and 
feel,  that  general  Rejloration  and  PerfeSIion  of  all  things’,  as  by  the 
one  you  will  recover  your  natural  leg;  and  by  the  other,  the  letter 
of  your  Journal  will  be  as  black  as  ink,  and  the  paper  as  white  as 
fnow',  which  1 reckon  make  up  the  perfeilion  of  a Journal.  But 
whatever  may  be  the  Rate  of  printing  in  thofe  days,  however  black 
your  letter,  however  white  your  paper,  I obferve  with  concern  that 
you  are  not  likely  to  have  Mr.  Hort’s  cuftom  or  intereft,  his  fermon 
being  printed  by  S.  Powell.  In  the  mean  time  I hope  bufinefs 
goes  on  well,  and  that  you  print  and  fell  a great  number  of  books, 
whether  they  are  read  or  not.  If  they  become  but  falhionable 
furniture,  it  will  ferve  yottr  purpofe  as  well,  or  it  may  be  better ; 
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for  if  people  bought  no  more  books  than  they  intended  to  read^ 
and  no  more  fwords  than  they  intended  to  ufe,  the  two  worfl  traded 
in  Europe  would  .be  a Bookfeller’s  and  a Sword-cutler’s;  but^ 
luckily  for  both,  they  are  reckoned  genteel  ornaments.  Here  has 
been  lately  publiihed  the  firll  volume  of  a Hillory  of  the  Poi>es,  by 
one  Mr.  Bower,  who  was  a Jefuit  at  Rome.  It  is  extremely  well 
wrote,  and  1 believe  it  would  be  very  well  worth  your  while  to 
jirint  an  odlavo  edition  of  it  at  Dublin;  for  our  edition  here  is  a 
large  quarto,  and  confequently  an  expienlive  one.  When  finiRied^ 
it  will  be  four  quartos*.  As  yet  no  leffer  edition  has  appeared 
here.  In  this,  or  any  other  undertaking,  I affure  you,  that  nobody 
can  with  you  more  fincerely  well,  than 

Your  friend  and  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 

As  I know  you  often  fee  the  Chief  Baron,  whom  I efteem  and 
honor  much,  pray  make  him  my  compliments. 


LETTER  II. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

November  ri,  17^* 

MT  GOOD  FRIENDi 

OU  jmlged  very  righdy  (as  you  always  do)  in  thinking  that  I 
have  the  greateft  efteem  for  the  works  of  the  bilhop  of 
Cloyne,  and  you  a^fted  very  kindly  (as  you  always  do  too)  in  fending 
them  to  me;  I have  llnce  received  them  from  the  bifhop  himfclf, 
but  felonioufly  printed  in  London  by  Tonfon  and  Draper,  and  like 
moft  llolcn  goods  ftr.mgely  altered  and  difguifed,  as  w'ell  by  larger 
and  whiter  paper,  as  by  ink  of  the  blackeft  dye.  I always  expert 
your  pacquets  with  impatience,  and  receive  them  with  pleafure; 
but  tliat  pleafure  would  be  much  more  complete,  if  fomc  pro- 

* Tltc  work  war  nor  coiuplctcJ  under  feven  volunrei  quarto;  and  though  endeavoured  to  be 
dci«tiate<l  iijr  tlie  I’apiflr,  it  is  the  belt  performance  of  the  kind  extant. 

duiflions 
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duiflions  of  your  own  now  and  then  accomi)anied  the  excellent 
ones  which  you  fend  me  of  other  people.  I muft  freely  tell  you 
that  you  have  been  long  enough  the  celebratet!  and  lutcefsful  man- 
midwife  of  other  people’s  conceptions,  and  it  is  now  high  time  that 
you  fliould  take  up  the  other  end  of  the  bufinefs,  and  beget, 
conceive,  and  bear  fruit,  yourfelf.  The  moft  illuftrious  of  your 
predeceflbrs  did  fo.  The  Stephens’s,  the  Aldufes,  and  many  others, 
a£fed  as  mcn-midwives  to  the  greatelt  authors,  but  then  they  adled  as 
men  too,  and  begot,  as  well  as  delivered:  and  indeed  there  is  fuch  a 
relation  and  connetSlion  between  thofe  two  operations,  that  it  is 
next  to  impolTible  that  one  who  has  been  fo  able  as  you  have  been 
in  the  one,  ihould  be  deficient  in  the  other.  You  have,  moreover, 
one  advantage  which  the  greateft  of  your  typographical  prede- 
cellbrs  had  not.  They  were  never  perfonally  acquainted  with 
Horace,  Virgil,  Cicero,  and  others,  whofe  produ6lions  they  brought 
to  light,  but  were  obliged  to  exhibit  them  in  the,  always  imperfect, 
often  deformed,  ftatc  in  w'hich  they  found  them,  in  r.igged  and 
worm-eaten  vellum  and  parchment.  Whereas  you  have  been 
always  at  the  fountain-head;  you  have  not  only  printed  and  read, 
but  you  have  heard  Swift,  Berkeley,  and  all  the  bell  authors  of  the 
Irilh  Auguftan  age.  You  have  converfed  with,  you  have  been 
informed,  and  to  my  knowledge  confultcd  by,  them.  Should  you 
alk  me,  my  friend,  what  fort  of  work  I would  particularly  ix>int 
out  to  you,  I can  only  anfwer,  confult  your  genius,  which  will  bell 
diredlyou;  if  it  does  not  lead  you,  or  rather  hurry  you,  whether 
you  will  or  not,  into  poetry,  do  not  attempt  verfe,  but  take  the 
more  common  manner  of  writing,  which  is  profe.  Ciceni  himfclf 
had  better  have  done  fo.  A Typograpbia  Hibernica,  which  no  man 
in.  the  kingdom  is  more  capable  of  doing  well  than  yourl'elf,  would 
be  a ufeful  work,  and  becoming  your  charaifler.  I do  not  recom- 
mend to  jou  any  hidicrous  performances;  they  muft  flow  natu- 
rally, or  they  are  good  for  nothing;  and  though,  were  it  only  by 
your  long  and  amicable  collifion  with  Sheridan,  Delaiiy,  Swift,  and 
others,  you  muft  be  very  ftrongly  impregnated  with  particles  of 
wit  and  Iwimour,  yet  I take  yotir  natural  turn  to  be  grave  and 
philofophical.  A colle<ftion  of  jirtas  would  admit  of  all  fubjecls, 
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and  in  a volume  or  two  of  Swiftiana,  you  might  both  give  and 
take  a lamplc  of  yourfclf,  by  flipping  in  fome  Faulkncriana;  the 
i'ucccfs  of  which  would,  1 am  iwrfuaded,  engage  you  to  go  further. 
Biography  fliould  in  my  mind  be  your  next  ftep,  for  which  you 
appear  to  be  thoroughly  qualified,  by  the  clear  and  impartial  accounts 
which  your  hebdomadal  labours  give  of  the  deaths  of  all  people  of 
note.  Hiftory  would  loon  fallow,  which  in  truth  you  have  beea 
■writing  thefe  many  years,  though  perhaps  without  thinking  fo; 
what  is  hiftory  but  a colle<ftion  of  facts  and  dates?  Your  Journal 
is  a collc«Stion  of  fadts  and  dates;  then,  what  is  your  Journal  but 
hiftory?  Our  friend  the  chief  baron,  with  whom  I have  often 
talked  uixrn  this  fubjeft,  has  always  agreed  with  me,  that  in  the 
litnefs  of  things  it  was  ncceflTary  you  Ihould  be  an  Author,  and  I am 
very  lure  that  if  you  confult  him  he  will  join  with  me  in 
exhorting  you  to  fet  about  it  forthwith.  Whenever  you  alTume 
that  charafter,  I claim  a very  ftrong  dedication  with  the  firft  copy, 
of  the  work,  as  an  old  friend,  which,  joking  apart,  I finccrcly 
am,  and 

Your  humble  fervant, 

CHEST£RFIEL9, 


LETTER  III. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

BUckheith,  September  15,  1753. 

MI  WORTHI  FRIEND, 

^ I 'hough  I am  very  forry  for  yonr  quarrels  in  Ireland,  by 
-*•  which  1 am  fare  the  public  muft  fuffer,  let  who  will  prevail; 
1 gladly  accept  your  kind  offer  of  fending  me  the  controvcrfial 
produftions  of  the  belligerent  parties.  Pray  do  not  think  any  of 
thofe  polemical  pieces  too  low,  too  grub-ftreet,  or  too  fcunilous,  to 
fend  me,  for  I have  leifure  to  read  them  all,  and  prefer  them 
infinitely  to  all  other  controvcrfial  performances.  1 have  often 

wifhed. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  ALDERMAN’  GEORGE  FAULKNER.  5 

wiflied,  and  wifh  it  more  now  than  ever,  that  you  were  in 
parliament,  where,  in  my  opinion,  your  cooluefs,  gravity,  and 
impartiality,  would  greatly  contribute  to  calm  if  not  to  cure  thofe 
animolities.  Virgil  leems  prophetically  to  have  pointed  at  you,  in 
his  defcription  of  a perfon  qualified  to  footh  and  moderate  popular 
ttunulrs.  Thefe  are  the  lines,  which  wall  perhaps  be  more  intelli- 
gible to  us  both  in  Dryden’s  tranflation,  than  in  tire  original. 

If  then  fome  grave  and  pious  man  appear. 

They  hulh  their  noifc,  and  lend  a liftening  ear; 

He  fooths  with  fober  words  their  angry  mood, 

And  quenches  their  innate  defire  of  blood. 

1 am  not  very  fuperftitious,  but  I am  perfuaded  that,  if  you  were 
to  try  the  Series  Virgilianit,  you  would  open  the  Iwok.  at  that  very 
place.  That  incomparable  and  religious  prince,  king  Charles  the 
firft,  confulted  them  with  great  faith,  and  to  his  great  information. 

There  is  one  thing  which  I would  much  rather  know,  than  all 
contending  parties  in  Ireland  fay  or  write  againft  each  other,  and 
that  is,  your  real  fentiments  upon  the  whole;  but  all  that  I know 
of  them  is,  that  I never  lhall  know  them,  fuch  is  your  candotjr, 
and  fuch  is  your  caution.  The  celebrated  Atti'eus  feems  to  me  to 
have  been  your  prototype.  He  kept  well  with  all  parties,  fb  do 
you;  he  was  trufted  and  confulted  by  individuals  on  all  fides,  fo  are 
you;  he  wrote  fome  hiftpries,  fo  have  you;  he  was  the  moft 
eminent  bookfeller  of  the  age  he  lived  in,  fo  are  you;  and  he  died 
immenfely  rich,  and  fo  will  you.  It  is  true  he  was  a knight,  and 
you  are  not,  but  that  you  know  is  your  own  fault ; and  he  was  an 
epiairean,  and  you  are  a ftoic. 

For  the  next  feven  weeks  pray  diredl  your  pacquets  to  me  at 
Bath,  w'here  I am  going  next  week,  as  deaf  as  ever  your  friend  the 
Dean  was,  and  full  as  much,  though  not  fo  profitably. 

Your  friend  and  fervant,. 

Chesterfield. 

Pray  make  my  compliments  to  our  friend  Mr.  Briftow  when 
jou  fee  him. 

LET- 
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LETTER  IV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Lrondoa,  Apll  13,  1754* 

MY  WORTHY  FRIEND, 

* I 'HESE  things  never  happened  to  your  prototype  Atticus,  even 
in  the  height  and  rage  of  the  civil  diiTentions  at  Rome,  and 
yet  I will  venture  to  affirm,  that  he  neither  was,  nor  could  be,  more 
prudent,  cautious,  and  circumfpe£l,  than  yourfelf.  But  there  is  a 
chance,  a fatality,  which  we  cannot  define,  that  attends  particular 
men,  and  particular  times.  Pompey  the  Gretit  was  puhlitiy  infulted 
upon  the  Roman  ftage,  and  the  aiflor  obliged  to  rej^eat  that  part  a 
fecond  and  a third  time;  and  you,  my  friend,  it  leems,  have  been 
moft  unaccountably,  and  unjuftly  I wiU  add,  diftuibed  for  a (light 
omiffion  in  your  weekly  hiftorical  labours.  1 have  upon  this  occa- 
fion  fearthed  for  precedents  among  all  the  heft  Greek  and  Latin 
hiftorians,  and  I cannot  find  the  drinking  of  any  one  political  health 
recorded  by  any  one  of  them.  Perhaps  the  Greeks  and  Romans 
had  not  parts  enough  to  invent  ihofe  ingenious  toafts  which  make  fo 
(hilling  a figure  in  the  late  annals  of  Ireland;  andpollibly  it  might 
not  occur  to  them,  that  the  health  of  any  particular  day,  or  event 
long  pall,  could  with  any  propriety  be  drunk ; or  perhaps  the  inju- 
dicious hiftorians  might  think  the  mention  of  them  below  the 
dignity  of  hiftory ; but  be  that  as  it  will,  it  is  certain  that  neither 
Thucydides,  Xenophon,  Livy,  nor  Tacitus,  fay  one  word  of  bumpers, 
toafts,  political,  loyal,  or  patriot  healths.  You  (land  therefore  fully 
juftified  by  precedents.  But  however,  as  wife  men  will,  to  a certain 
degree,  conform  to  prevailing,  though  perhaps  abfurd,  cuftoms, 
why  fliould  you  not  repair  your  omiffion  by  a more  minute  and 
circumftantial  account  of  thofe  elegant  drinking-bouts,  or  SympofOy 
than  any  of  your  co-temporary  hiftorians  have  yet  thought  fit  to 
give?  Why  not  relate  circumftantially  the  convivial  wit  and  urba- 
nity of  thofe  jx)Hte  compotations,  the  ferious,  the  jocular,  the 
ironical,  and  fatirical  toafts,  the  numbers  of  bottles  guzzled  down 

and 
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and/pew^  up  again,  the  political  difoourfes  and  plans  of  govern* 
ment  attempted,  aod  now  and  then  inter;^ipted  by  hiccups  and  lour 
erudlations,  the  downfal  of  heroes  weltering  in  their  vomit,  and  in 
Ihort  the  exa(5l  detail  of  thofe  'Holies  'Alticee,  The  ftyle  of  your 
late  frierid  the  Dean,  of  which  you  are  mafter,  feems  admirably 
adapted  to  this  dclcriptive  part  of  your  hiftorical  works,  and  one 
way  or  another  you  would  plea£^all  youc  readers  by  it.  The 
performers  themfelves  muft  be  glad  to  fee  their  atchievements 
recorded  and  trartlmitted  to  poftcrity.  Their  enemies  perhaps 
(fuch  is  the  malignity  of  tlic  human  heart)  would  not  be  forry. 
Only  fober  people  would  or  could  obje(£t  to  it;  and  they  are  too  few, 
anti  too  inconfiderable,  to  deferve  your  attention. 

The  riot  at  the  play-houfe  was  fo  cxtriiordinary  a one,  and  lafted 
fo  long,  ’ that  1 cannot  imagine  where  the  ci\il  magiftrate,  affilfetl 
by  the  military  force,  was  all  that  time;  l am  lorry  for  Sheridan’s 
lofs,  but  I carry  my  thoughts  much-  farther;  and  I confider  all 
thefe  events,  as  they  may  in  their  confcquences  affeil  you;  the 
precedent  feems  a dangerous  one,  and  proximus  ardet  TLucahgon. 
I take  the  play-houfe  to  be  the  Ihop  of  the  proprietor,  and  the  plays 
that  he  adfs  his  goods,  which  thofe  ^that  do  not  like  them,  are  not 
oMiged  to  take,  and  need  not  go  to  his  fliop;  but  thofe  who  enter 
it  forcibly,  deftroy  his  feenes,  benches,  See.  are  perhaps  a more 
dangerous  fort  of  Ihop-lifters.  Now  confider,  my  friend,  the  near 
relation  that  there  is  between  your  Ihop  and  Mr.  Sheridan’s.  You 
have,  1 believe,  printed  all  that  he  has  ever  aiifcd,  and  a great  deal 
more.  If  therefore  thefe  vigorous  cowedtors  of  the  theatre  Ihould 
take  it  into  their  heads  to  be  likewife  the  corredfors  of  your  prefs, 
what  might  be  the  confcquence I will  not  anticipate  by  con- 
je<5turcs  fo  gloomy  a fcenc,  but  1 will  only  fay  whh  the  bilhop  of 
St.  Afaph — our  enemies  will  tell  us  with  pleafure. 

Pray  fend  me  your  bill  for  the  innumerable  pamphlets,  Iheets, 
and  half-lheets,  wliich  you  have  been  fo  kind  to  tranfinit  to  me 
from  Dubbn;  I have,  being  very  idle,  read  them  all,  and  cannot 
fay  that  many  of  them  entertained  me;  but  all  together  they  gave 
me  ferious  concern,  to  find  a j>eople  that  I love  lb  divided  and 
diftradled  by  party  feuds  and  animofitics,  of  which  in  the  mean 
2 time 
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time  the  public  is  the  viftim.  That  Providence  and  your  own 
prudence  may  protedt  you,  is  fincerely  wilhed  by. 

Your  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

CHESTEariELD.' 


LETTER  V. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

, LondoB,  Juuuy  i6,  17S9. 

MT  WORTHT  FRIEND, 

I FIND  with  pleafure  that  you  do  not  forget  your  old  friends, 
though  become  ufelefs  to  you,  to  themfelves,  and  to  the  whole 
•world.  Dr.  Lawfon’s  ledlures,  which  I received  from  you  laft 
week,  were  a raoft  welcome  proof  of  it.  I have  read  them  with, 
all  the  fatisfa^lion  that  I expelled,  from  my  knowledge  and  efleem 
of  the  author.  His  delign  is  laudable,  and  his  endeavours  able,  but 
yet  I will  not  anfwer  for  his  fuccels.  His  plan  requires  much  ftudy 
and  application,  and  confequently  much  time;  three  things  that 
few  people  will  care  to  beftow  upon  lb  trifling  an  accomplifbment 
as  that  of  fpeaking  welL  For  in  truth,  what  is  the  ufe  of  fpeaking 
but  to  be  undcrflood  ? and  if  one  is  underflood,  furely  one  fpeaks 
well  enough  of  all  confcience.  But  allowing  a certain  degree  of 
eloquence  to  be  defirable  upon  fome  occafions,  there  is  a much 
caficr  and  Ihorter  way  of  coming  at  it  than  that  which  Dr.  Lawfon 
propofes ; for  Horace  fays  (and  Horace  you  kno%v  can  never  be  in 
the  wrong)  Fcecundi  catices  quern  non  fecere  difertum  ? Now  if  a 
man  has  nothing  to  do  but  to  drink  a great  deal,  in  order  to  be 
eloquent  (that  is  as  long  as  he  can  f]X^ak  at  all)  I will  venture  to 
fay,  that  Ireland  will  be,  what  ancient  Greece  was,  the  mod 
eloquent  nation  in  the  world  without  Dr.  Lawfon’s  allillance,  and 
even  without  lofs  of  time  or  bufmefs.  I muft  obferve  to  you  by 
the  w'ay,  that  the  Roman  CaJix  was  not  a certain  ilatetl  meafure, 
but  fignificd  a glafs,  a tumbler,  a pot,  or  any  velTcl  that  contained 

wine. 
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wine,  fo  that  by  the  nile  of  pars  pro  toto^  it  may  perhaps  be 
extended  to  a copper,  which  contains  a torrent  of  this  potable 
eloquence.  However,  make  my  compliments  to  Dr.  Lawfon,  and 
return  him  my  thanks  for  the  flattering  mention  he  has  made  of 
me,  in  -his  excellent  Work ; 1 wilh  I deferved  it  as  well  as  he  tlid 
fometbing  which  he  has  not  got. 

I am  your  faithful  friend, 

C H E s T E R K I E L D. 


L E T T E R VI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Loddoa,  Fcbrviry  7,  1760. 

MY  WORTHY  FRIEND, 

YYZHAT  mean  all  thefe  difturbances  in  Ireland?  I fear  you  do 
' ~ not  exert,  for  I cannot  fupjwfe  that  you  have  loft,  that  autho- 
rity which  your  impartiality,  dignity,  and  gravity,  had  fo  defervedly 
procured  you.  You  know  1 always  confidered  Virgil’s  pietate 
gravem  as  your  prototype;  and,  like  him,  you  have  allayed 

former  popular  commotions,  and  calmed  civil  difturbances.  You 
will  jierhaps  tell  me,  that  no  dignity,  no  authority  whatlbever, 
can  reftrain  or  quiet  the  fury  of  a multitude  drunk  with  whUky. 
But  then  if  you  cannot,  who  can?  Will  the  multitude,  enraged  with 
whilky,  be  checked  and  kept  within  bounds  by  their  licttcrs,  w ho 
arc  full  as  drunk  as  they  are,  only  with  claret?  no.  You  are  the 
only  neuttal  power  now  in  Ireland,  equally  untainted  by-  the 
outrageous  efteds  of  whilky,  or  the  dull  ftupcfatfUon  of  claret;  and 
therefore  I re<juire  from  you,  AV  quid  detrimenti  capiat  Re/publica, 
Cap^e  RcrnpuLUcatn  ^ 

Do  you  really  mean  to  turn  my  head  w ith  the  rejicatcd  dofes  of 
flattery  which  you  have  lately  fentme?  Confider,  that  long  illncfs 
has  we.ikened  it,  and  that  it  has  now'  none  of  the  ballaft  which 
yours  has  to  keep  it  Iteady.  It  is  fo  apt  to  turn  of  itfelf,  that  the 

C leaft 
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leaft  breeze  of  iiattery  may  over-fet  it.  Bat  perhaps  there  may  be 
fome  degree  of  I'elf-love  in  your  cafe;  for  in  truth,  I was  the  only 
lord  lieutenant  that  you  ever  abfolutely  governed;  but  do  not  men- 
tion this,  becaufc  I am  faid  to  have  had  no  favourite. 

Let  me  advife  you  as  a friend  not  to  engage  too  deep  in  th» 
expence  of  a new  and  pompous  quarto  edition  of  your  friend  Swift. 
I thiols' you  may  chance  to  be,  what  perhaps  you  would  notchoofe 
to  be,  a confiderable  lofer  by  it.  WTiofoevcr  in  the  three  kingdoms 
has  any  books  at  allj  has  Swift ; and,  unlds  you  have  fome  new 
pieces,  and  thofe  too  not  trifling  ones,  to  add,  people  will  not  throw 
away  their  prefent  handy  and  portable  octavos,  for  expenlive  and 
unwieldy  quartos.  How  far  indeed  the  name  (you  are  fo  much 
fuperior  to  qviibbles,  that  you  can  bear,  and  fometimes  even  fmile 
at  them)  of  quartos  may  help  them  off  in  Ireland,  I cannot  pretend 
to  fay.  After  all  this,  1 am  very  ferioufly. 

Your  faithful  friend  and  fen'ant, 

CHESTERF  I EL.Di- 


LETTER  VII. 

TO  THE  SAM  E._ 

Loodoo,  Jaiy  li  1762^ 

AIY  WORTHY  FRIEND, 

pROM  my  time  down  to  the  prefent,.  you  have  been  in  poi&flion. 
•*'  of  governing  the  governors  of  Ireland,  whenever  you  have 
thought  fit  to  meddle  with  bufinefs;  and  if  you  had  meddled  more 
w ith  fome,  it  might  perhaps  have  been  better  for  them,  and  better 
for  Ireland.  A proof  of  -this  truth  is,  that  an  out  governor  no- 
fooner  received  your  commands  than  ha  fent  them  to  the  in  gover- 
nor, who,  without  delay,  returned  him  the  indofed  anfwer,  by 
which  you  know  what  you  have  to  do. 

I fend  you  no  news  from  hence,  as  it  appears  by  your  Journal, 
that  you  are  much  better  informed  of  all  that  pafles,  and  of  all  that 
I docs 


Digitized  by  Google 


TO  ALDERMAN  GEORGE  FAULKNER.  ti 

•iloes  not  pafs,  than  I am ; but  one  piece  of  news  I look  upon  myfdf 
in  duty  bound  to  commmiicate  to  you,  as  it  relates  fingly  to  your-* 
felf.  Would  you  think  it,  Mr.  Foote,  who,  if  I miftake  not,  was 
one  of  your  Sympojion  while  you  was  in  I.ondon,  and  if  fo  the  worfe 
man  he,  takes  you  off,  as  it  is  vulgarly  called,  that  is,  afls  you  in 
his  new  Farce,  called  the  Orators.  As  the  government  here  can- 
not properly  take  notice  of  it,  woukl  it  be  amifs  that  you  fliould 
fliew  fonie  fpirit  upon  this  occafion,  either  by  svay  of  ftridure,  con- 
tempt, or  by  bringing  an  adlion  againft  him?  I do  not  mean  for 
writing  the  faid  farce,  but  for  ading  it.  The  dexilrine  of  feribae 
a^qere  was  looked  upon  as  too  hard  in  the  cafe  of  Algernoon  Sid- 
ney ; but  my  lord  Coke  in  his  incomparable  notes  upon  Littleton, 
my  lord  chief  juftice  Hales  in  his  Pleas  of  the  Crown,  my  lord 
Vaughan,  Salkeld,  and  in  Ihort  all  the  greateft  men  of  the  law,  do, 
with  their  ufual  perfpicuity  and  precilion,  lay  it  down  for  law  that 
a^ere  ejl  agere.  And  this  is  exafily  Mr.  Foote’s  cafe  with  regard 
to  you ; therefore  any  orders  that  you  ihall  think  fit  to  fend  me, 
in  this  affair,  as  to  retaining  counfel,  filing  a bUl  of  Faulkner  ver~ 
/us  Foote,  or  bringing  a common  adion  upon  the  cafe,  which  I 
Ibould  think  would  be  the  beft  of  all,  the  cafe  itfelf  being  actio- 
nable, lhall  be  ininCtually  executed  by. 

Your  faithfid  friend  and  fervant, 

. C H F.  S T E R F I E L D. 


L ■ E T , T E R VIII. 

. TO  THE  s .a  M E. 

LcoJoii,  jaiuuiy  4,  176^. 

MY  WORTHY  FRIEND, 

A^AN  Y thanks  to  you  for  your  letter,  many  thanks  to  you  for 
your  almanack,  and  more  thanks  to  you,  for  your  friend 
Swift’s  works ; in  which  lad,  to  borrow  an  cxpreffion  of  Cibber’s, 
you  have  outdone  your  ufual  outdoings ; for  the  paper  is  white-ifli, 

C 2 and 
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and  the  ink  is  black-ilh.  1 only  willi  that  the  margin  had  been 
a little  broader ; however,  without  flattery,  it  beats  Elzevir,  Aldus, 
Vafcofan,  and  I make  no  doubt  but  that,  infeven  or  eight  hundred 
years,  the  learned  and  the  curious  in  thofe  times  will,  like  the 
learned  and  the  curious  in  thefe,  who  prefer  the  inipreflion  of  a 
book  to  the  matter  of  it,  colledt  with  pains  and  expence  all  the 
books  that  were  publilhed  ex  Typographia  Faulkneriana. — But  I 
am  impatient  to  congratulate  you  upon  your  late  triumph ; you 
have  made  (if  you  will  forgive  a quibble  uixm  fo  ferious  a fubjedl) 
your  enemy  your  Foot-ftool ; a vidiory  which  the  divine  SocTates 
had  not  influence  enough  to  obtain  at  Athens  over  Ariftophanes ; 
nor  the  great  Pompey  at  Rome,  over  the  adlor  who  had  the  in- 
folence  to  abufe  him  under  the  name  of  Magnus,  by  which  he  was 
univerfally  known,  and  to  tell  him  from  the  ftage,  Miferiis  tiojiris 
Magnus  Magnus  es,  A man  of  left  philofophy.  than  yourfdf 
would  perhaps  have  chaftifed  Mr.  Foote  corporally,  and  have  made 
him  feel  that  your  wootlen  leg  which  he  mimicked  had  an  avenging 
arm  to  protedt  it ; but  you  fcorned  fo  inglorious  a vidiory,  and 
called  juftice  and  the  laws  of  your  country  to  puniflr  the  criminal, 
and  to  avenge  your  caule.  You  triumphed  t and  1 heartily  join  my 
weak  voice  to  the  loud  acclamations  of  the  good  citizens  of  Dublin 
uix)n  this  occalion.  1 take  it  for  granted  that  fome  of  your  many 
tr.luitary  wits  have  already  prefented  yon  with  gratulatory  poems, 
odes,  8cc.  upon  this  fubjedl : 1 own  I had  fome  thoughts  myfelf  of 
inferibing  a fhort  poem  to  you  upon  your  triumph  ; but,  to  tell  you 
the  truth,  when  1 had  writ  not  above  two  thoufantl  verfes  of  it,  my 
mufe  forfook  me,  my  poetic  vein  flopped,  I rhrcW"away  my  p>en, 
and  I burned  my  poem,  to  the  irreparable  loft  not  only  of  the  pre- 
Icnt  age,  but  alfd  of  latefl  pofterity. 

I very  ferioufly  and  fmcerely  willi  you  a gr^t  many  very  happy 
new  years,  and  am. 

Your  mofl  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

Chesterfiei.d. 

I like  your  melfcnger,  young  Diuikin,  mightily ; he  is  a yery 
fenllble  well-behaved  young  man. 

L E T- 
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LETTER  IX, 

• TOTHESAME. 

’ I.on^on,  Miy  la,  1766. 

MT  WORTHY  FRIEND, 

O U reproach  me  gently,  but  with  feeming  juftice,  for  my  long 
filence  : I confefs  the  fa<2  ; but  think  that  I can,  in  fome  de- 
gree at  leaft,  excufe  it.  I am  grown  very  old,  and  both  my  mind 
and  my  body  feel  the  fad  effedls  of  old  age.  All  the  parts  of  my 
hotly  now  refufe  me  their  former  aniftante,  and  my  mind  (if  I may 
ufc  that  exprelfion)  flutters  and  is  as  unready  as  any  part  of  my 
body.  Under  thefe  circumllances,  it  is  no  wonder  that  I delayed 
writing  to  fuch  a critic  and  philofopher  as  you  arc.  However,  1 will 
now  truft  to  your  indulgence. 

I thank  you  for  the  book  you  fent  me,  in  which  there  is  great 
labour  and  great  learning  ; but  I confefs  that  it  is  a great  deal  above 
me,  and  1 am  now  too  old  to  begin  to  learn  Celtick. 

Yoin  feptennial  patriotick  bill  is  unfortunately  loft  here,  and  I 
humbly  prefume  to  the  great  joy  of  the  patriots  who  brought  it  in  ; 
to  whom  one  may  apply  what  has  hitherto  been  charged  as  a blun- 
der upon  our  country,  that  iave  got  a hfs.  It  is  not  the  cafe 
with  a Habeas  Corjius  aift,  if  you  can  ever  get  one,  and  were  no- 
body wifer  than  I,  you  fhould  have  one  to-day  ; for  I think  every 
human  creature  has  a right  to  liberty,  which  cannot  with  juftice. 
be  taken  from  him,  unlefs  he  forfeits  it  by  fome  crime. 

1 cannot  help  obferving,  and  with  fome  fatisfaiftion,  that  Heaven 
has  avenged  your  caufe,  as  well  and  Hill  more  feverely  than  the 
courts  of  temporal  juftice  in  Ireland  did,  having  punifhed  your  ad- 
verfary  Foote  in  the  part  offending.  The  vulgar  faying,  that 
mocking  is  catching,  is  verified  in  his  cafe  ; you  may  in  your  turn 
mock  him,  without  danger  to  your  adojited  leg. 

Atlicu,  my  good  friend,  be  as  well  as  ever  you  can,  and  as  fe- 
rendy  chearful  as  you  pleafe.  I need  not  bid  you  grow  rich,  for 
you  have  taken  good  care  of  that  already  ; and,  if  you  were  now  to 
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grow  richer,  you  would  be  overgrown,  and  -after  all,  ejl  modus  in 
rebus.  I am  very  ferioufly  and  truly. 

Your  faithful  fcrvant. 

Chesterfield. 

A CARD. 

T ORD  CHESTERFIELD  fends  his  compliments  to  his  good 
^ friend  Mr.  Faulkner;  hungers  and  thirfts  after  him;  and 
Lopes  that  he  will  talce  fomc  mutton  with  him  at  Blackheath,  any 
vday  or  days  that  he  has  Icifure. 

flackhcatli,  Auguft  13,  i;66. 


LETTER  X. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  July  7,  1767. 

TSiy  WORTHY  FRIEND, 

I AM  to  thank  you,  and  I heartily  do  thank  you,  for  your  kind 
and  welcome  prefent.  You  have  clothctl  your  old  friend  the 
Dean  very  richly,  and  fuitably  to  his  merit,  and  your  own  prefent 
■dignity  ; but,  after  all,  the  poor  Dean  pays  dear  for  his  ow  n fame, 
finoe  every  ferap  of  paper  of  his,  every  rebus,  quibble,  pun,  and 
■converfation-Joke,  is  to  be  pnblifhed,  becaufe  it  was  his.  It  is  true 
bis  Bagatelles  are  much  better  than  other  i>eople’s ; but  ftill  many 
of  them,  1 believe,  he  would  have  been  forry  to  have  had  pub- 
lifhed.  How  does  your  new  dignity  agree  w'ith  you  f do  you  man- 
fully w'ithftand  the  attacks  of  claret  ? or  do  you  run  into  the  dan- 
ger, to  avoid  the  apprehenfion  ? You  may  fet  the  failiion  of  fo- 
briety  if  you  pleafe,  and  a fingular  one  it  will  be ; for  I dare  fay 
that  in  the  records  of  Dublin  there  is  no  one  inftance  to  be  found 
of  a fober  high-flieriff.  Remember  Sir  William  Temple’s  rulc-i  and 
confider,  that  every  glafs  of  wine  that  you  drink  beyond  the  third 
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is  for  Foote,  the  only  enemy  that  I believe  you  have  in  the  world. 
I am  furc  you  have  a friend,  though  a very  ufekfs  one,  in 

Your  faithful  fervant,  • 

Chesterfield. 


£hopc  your  fair  fellow-traveller  is  well. 


LETTER  XI. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

London,  M»rch  25,  1767. 

MY  WORTHY  FRIEND,  ‘ 

A VIOLENT  inflammation  in  my  eyes,  which  is  not  yet  quite 
^ ^ removed,  hindered  me  from  acknowledging  your  laft  letter 
fooner ; I regretted  this  delay  the  more,  as  I was  extremely  impa- 
tient to  return,  through  you,  my  heartieft  thanks  to  the  Dublin 
Society,  for  the  honor  they  have  done  me,  by  remembering  in  fo  • 
advantageous  a manner,  and  after  fo  long  an  interval,  an  old  and 
hearty  friend  and  well-wiflier.  Pray  tell  them,  that  I am  mucli 
prouder  of  the  place  they  have  given  me  amongft  thofe  excellent 
citizens,  my  old  friends  Prior,  Madden,  Swift,  &c.  who  benefited, 
and  improved  mankind,  than  I Ihould  be  of  one  amongft  heroes, . 
conquerors  and  monarchs,  who  generally  difturb  and  deftroy  their 
fpccies.  I did  nothing  for  the  Society  but  what  every  body,  in  my 
then  fituaibn,  muft  and  would  have  done;  fo  that  I have  not  the  : 
leaft  merit  upon  that  fcore  ; and  I was  aware  that  jobbs  would 
creep  into  the  Society,  as  they  do  now  into  every  fociety  in  Eng-- 
land,  as  well  as  in  Ireland,  but  neither  that  fear  nor  that  danger 
ftiould  hinder  one  from  founding  or  encouraging  eftablifliments 
that  are  in  the  main  ufeful.  Confidering  the  times,  I am  afraid  it 
is  neceffary  that  jobbs  Ihould  come,  and  all  one  cm  do  is  to  fay, , 
woe  be  to  him  from  whom  the  jobb  conieth  ; and  to  extradl  what 
public  good  one  can  out  of  it.  You  give  me  great  pleafure  in  tell- 
ings 
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ing  me  that  drinking  is  a good  deal  leffened ; may  it  dimlnills  more 
and  more  every  day  ! I am  convinced,  that,  could  an  exa£t  calcula- 
tion be  made  of  what  Ireland  has  loft  within  thefe  laft  fifty  years  in 
its  trade,  manufadtures,  manners,  and  morals,  by  drunkennefs,  the 
fura  total  would  frighten  the  moft  determined  guzzler  of  either 
claret  or  w'hilky,  into  fobriety. 

I have  received,  and  thank  you  for,  the  volumes  you  fent  me  of 
Swift,  whom  you  have  inriched  me  with  in  every  fhape  and  fize. 
Y»ur  liberality  makes  me  alhamed,  and  1 could  wifh  that  you 
would  rather  be  my  hook-/e//er  than  my  book-^wer.  Adieu,  I am 
very  fincerely, 

Your  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

CHESTZRflE  LO. 


LETTER  XII. 

TOTHESAME. 

London,  Jinuary  a,  1770# 

MY  WORTHY  FRIEND, 

I RETURN  you  many  thanks  for  your  letter,  with  the  inclofed 
papers  which  I receiveil  yelterday.  You  fay  with  great  truth 
that  you  are  all  in  confufion  in  Ireland,  but  I will  fay  nothing  ttjion 
that  fubject.  I am  much  obliged  to  the  Dublin  Society  for  thinking 
my  bufto  worth  putting  up  among  fo  many  Iretter  heads : my  head 
never  did  Ireland  much  g(X)d;  but,  upon  my  word,  my  heart  always 
w iflied  it,  and  if  it  loves  me  a little,  it  is  but  love  for  love.  There 
is  a fpirit  of  difiatisfaiftion  among  you,  b\it  1 hope  it  will  nftt  run 
into  fa<ftion,  which  is  too  much  the  cafe  in  England  at  luefent;  be 
angry,  but  fin  not.  I am  fotry  to  find  by  your  votes,  that  you 
perfill  in  your  militia  fchemc.  Of  your  five  or  fix  thoufand 
militia  men  there  will  be  at  Icaft  one  half  I’apifts ; and  would  you 
put  arms  in  their  hands,  and  diftipline  in  their  heads  ? Thole  who 
were  the  moft  for  the  militia  here  at  firft  are  fick  of  it  now,  and 
S have 
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have  at  laft  found  out  that  it  is  only  an  addition  of  thirty  thoufand 
men  to  our  regular  army  of  twenty  thoufand,  and  full  as  dangerous 
to  the  conftitution.  . I find  every  day,  more  and  more,  that  it  is  not 
without  rcafon,  that  many  years  ago  I looked  upon  you  as  the 
Atticus  of  Ireland;  for  in  all  thefe  buftles  you  Hand  unmoved  and 
uncenfurable,  and  enjoy  the  ftorm  by  growing  very  rich  in  the 
midft  of  it.  Adieu,  and  many  happy  new  years  to  you.  1 am 
very  fincerely, 

• Your  faithful  friend  and  fervant, 

• y 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  XIII. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

ClicItcrricU-koufc,  March  II,  1771. 

MT  WORTHY  FRIEND, 

Tn  E indifferent  ftate  of  my  health  at  prefent  wdll  only  allow 
me  to  thank  you  (and  that  not  with  my  own  hand)  for  your 
friendly  letter,  with  that  from  your  friend  to  you,  which  I return 
you  here  inclofed,  according  to  yovir  defire. 

I now  fee  your  Irifli  affairs  at  too  great  a diftauce,  both  of  time 
and  place,  to  form  any  juft  opinion  upon  them;  but  this  I will 
confeis  to  you,  that  the  prefent  lltuation  docs  not  at  all  flatter  my 
good  wilhes  for  the  jKace  and  profjx:rity  of  Ireland.  1 hope  things 
will  mend,  and  I am  fure  there  is  great  room  for  them  to  do  fo. 
Ailieu,  my  friend.  I am,  moft  fincerely  and  faithfully, 

Yours, 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XIV. 

TO  THE  REV..  DOCTOR  SAMUEL  MADDEK. 

Louden,. September  ij,  174IJ 

S I R, 

1AM  very  fenfibly  afFedled' with  the  late  mark,  which  you  have* 
given  me  of  your  remembrance  an.d:  frierulfliip.  1 aflTure  youi 
that  1 ilcferve  them  both,  as  far  as  the  trueft  regard  , for  your  parts 
and  merit  can  entitle  me  to  them.. 

Your  Poem,  of  which  I have  re;ul  the  firft  Canto,  with  equal 
r’eafure  and  attention,,  has  (without  any  compliment  to  you)  a 
*t  deal  of  wit  and  invention  in  it:  the  charadlers  are  perfeifUy 
v.i  n ireferved;  and  the  moral,  which  it  is  eafy.  to  forefee  from; 
tlie  .irll  Canto,  is  excellent.  You  catmot  doubt  of  my  being  proud 
to  have  fuch  a performance  addreffed  to  me ; . and  I Ihould  Ire 
prouder  of  it  ftill,  if  the  Author’s  name  were  to  apjrear;  but,  as 
your  friend,  I mult  confefs,  that  I think  jou  in  the  right  to  conceal 
it;  for,  though  the  moral  be  good,  yet,  as  the  propriety  of  ch:^- 
radlers  has  obliged  you  to.  put  fome  warm  expreffions  in  the 
mouths  of  Venus  and  Cupid,  fome  filly  or  malicious  people  might 
lay  hold  of  them,  and  quote  them  -to  your  difadvantage.  As  to  the 
Dedication,  I mull  tell  you  very  finccrely,  and  without  the  Icaft 
falfe  modefty,  that  1 heartily  wifh.you,would  lower  it:  the  honeft 
warmth  of  your  friendfiiip  makes  you.  view  mein  a more  partial 
light  than  other  peojdc  do,  or,  ujxm  my  word,,  than  I do  myfelf. 
'lHic  few  light,  trifling  things  that  I have  accidentally  fcribbled  in. 
my  youth,  in  the  chcarfulnefs  of  company,  or  fometimes  (it  may 
l>c)  infpired  by  wine,  do  by  no  means  entitle  me  to  the  compli- 
ments which  you  make  me  as  an  author;,  and  my  own  vanity  is  fo 
far  from  deceiving  me  upon  that  fubjedt,  that  I repent  of  what  I 
have  fliewn,  and  only  value  myfelf  upon  what  I have  had  tlic 
prudence  to  bum. 

Though  my  cares  for  Ireland  are  ccafed,  you  do  me  but  juflice 
in  being  convinced  that  my  wiflres  for  the  profperity  of  that 
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if  countrj'^  will  ccafc  but  with  my  life.  The  beft  wifh  that  1 could  fonn 

I 'for  it  would  be,  that  half  its  inhabitaTits  were  like  you:  nay,  I 

j would  compountl  for  twenty  who  would,  like  you,  devote  their 

t thoughts,  their  time,  and  a proportionable  fliare  of  their  fortunes, 

’<  -to  the  public  goo<l.  Your  late  tonfidcrable  benefadtion  to  Diddi'ii 

College  will  be  a j>er|K;tual  monument  of  your  public  fpirit,  and 
your  lore  of  mankind.  Hoav  greatly  would  arts  and  fdences 
flourifli  in 'Ireland,  if  thole  who  are  much  better  able  than  you  are 
would  contribute  but  half  as  much  as  you  do  to  their  im[)rovcmenf ! 
You  Urine,  indeed,  the  more  for  it ; but  I know  you  well  enough  to 
know,  that  you  would  rather  prodijje  quam  confpich  The  liillr 
might  be  a rich  and  happy  iicople,  bona  fi  jna  norint.  Free  from 
the  heavy  load  of  debts  and  taxes  under  which  the  Engli'flr  groan, 
as  fit  for  arts,  fcienccs,  induftry,  anil  labour,  as  any  people  in  the 
world,  they  might,  notwithftanding  feme  hard  reftraints  which 
England,  by  a miftaken  ixrlicy,  has  laid  them  under,  pulli  fevcral 
branches  of  trade  to  great  irerfeihion  and  profit ; and  not  only 
fupply  thcml'clves  with  every  thing  they  want,  but  other  nations  too 
with  many  things.  ?iit  jobbs  and  claret  engiofs  and  ruin  the  jjeonle 
of  falhion,  and  the  ordinary  people  (as  is  ufual  in  every  country) 
imitate  them  in  little  momentary  and  miiiaken  views  of  prefent 
profit,  and  in  wliilky.  As  to  the  incorixirating  by  Charter  the 
Dublin  Society,  I fee  many  ailvantagcs  that  might  arife  from  it; 
but  I mult  at  the  lame  rime  own,  that  I forelec  Ibmc  dangers  too. 
Jobbs  have  hithei  to  always  accomitanied  chatTers,  ho\.’cver  they 
may  have  been  ct.kulated  to  prevent  them.  The  Dublin  Society 
h.as  hitherto  gone  on  coctremely  well,  and  done  "infinite  good:  why? 
Recaule,  that  not  being  a permanent,  incoqio rated  I'ociety,  and 
having  no  employments  to  dil|X>lc  of,  and  ilepeniling  only  for  their 
cxiftence  on  their  own  gotxl . behaviour,  it  was  not  a tlieatre  for 
jobbers  to  fliew  their  Ikill  upon;  but,  when  once  eftabliflietl  by 
Charter,  the  very  advantages  which  arc  cxpcdleil  from,”  and  which, 
I believe,  will  attend  that  Charter,  1 fear  may  prove  fatal.  It  may 
then  Ixx'ome  an  objecl  of. party,  and  Parliamentary  views  (for  you 
know  how  low  they  ftoop);  in  which  cale  it  will  become  I'ubl'er- 
vient  to  the  worft  inllead  of  the  heft  defigns..  Remember  the 
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Linen-board,  where  the  paltry  dividend  of  a little  flax-feed  was 
become  the  feed  of  jobbs,  which  indeed  produced  one  hundred 
fold.  However,  I fubmit  my  fears  to  yourlioijes;  and  will  do  all 
that  I can  to  promote  that  Charter  which  yotv  who  I am  fure  have 
confidered  it  in  every  light,  feem  fo  delirous  of.  Mr.  Maccauley, 
who  is  now  here,  has  brought  over  the  rough  draught  of  a Charter, 
which  he  and  I are  to  meet  and  confider  of  next  week.  I hope 
your  worthy  fellow-labourers,  and  my  worthy  friends,, the  bifhop 
of  Meath  anti  Mr.  Prior,  are  well.  May  you  long  be  fo,  for  the 
good  of  mankind,  and  for  the  partictilar  fatisfadlion  of. 

Your  moft  flnccre  friend  and  faithful  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 

r hope  you  win  fend  me  the  other  Cantos-by  proper  opportu- 
nities, for  1 long  to  fee  them. 


LETTER  XV. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

Lontlon,  Novmbcr  29,  1748. 

S 1 R, 

A RETURN  of  my  old  complaint  of  vertigos  and  pains  in  my 
head,  which  fent  me  to  Bath,  from  whence  I am  but  lately 
arrived  here,  and  that  with  lefs  benefit  than  I hoped  for,  delayed 
till  now  my  acknowletlgements  for  your  laft  friendly  letter  which 
accompanictl  the  remainder  of  your  poem.  1 read  it  with  great 
pleafurc,  and  not  without  fome  furprize,  to  find  a work  of  that 
length  continued  to  the  end  with  the  fame  fpirit  and  fire  with 
which  it  begins.  Horace’s  great  rule  of  quaiis  ab  inccepto  was,  I 
believe,  never  better  obferved.  If  the  public  receive  the  fame 
pleafurc  from  it  that  I have  done,  you  will  have  the  fatisfa^on  of 
having  difeharged  every  office  towards  jnankind  that  a private 
citizen  of  the  world  is  capable  of.  Your  example,  your  fortune, 
7 and 
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and  your  genius,  will  all  have  been  devoted  to  the  fervice,  the 
improvement,  and  the  rational  pleafures,  of  your  fellow-creatures. 

I make  no  doubt  but  that  the  Charter  for  the  Dublin  Society, 
when  once  you  have  formed  it  properly  among  yourfelves,  will  be 
granted  here;  and,  upon  the  whole,  I am  much  for  it,  and  will 
promote  it  to  my  power;  not  but  that  I forefee  fome  dangers  on 
that  fide  of  the  queftion  too.  Abufes  have  always  hitherto  crept 
into  corporate  bodies,  and  will  probably,  in  time,  creep  into  this 
too : but  1 hope  that  it  will  have  fuch  an  effect,  at  firft,  as  to  make 
the  future  abufes  of  lefs  confequence.  The  draught,  which  Mr. 
Maccauley  fliewed  me  here,  of  the  Charter,  feems  to  have  all  the 
provilions  in  it  that  human  prudence  can  make  againft  human 
iniquity. 

Good  health  and  long  life  attend  you,  my  good  friend,  for  the 
fake  of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  that  country  in  particular, 
which  will  ever  have  a great  fliare  of  the  warraeft  wifhes  of. 

Your  faithful  humble  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 


LETTER  X\T. 

TO  THE  SAME. 

LorMfoO)  April  15,  1749* 

S I R, 

YO  U arc,  1 am  fure,  too  well  perfuaded  of  my  fincere  regard 
and  friendlhip  for  you,  to  impute  my  late  lilence  to  negli- 
gence or  forgctfulnefs : but  two  concurrent  caufes  have  hindered 
me  from  acknowledging  your  two  laft  letters;  the  one  was  the  ill 
Rate  of  my  health ; the  other  was  the  unfcttlcd  Rate  of  my  j>erfon, 
in  my  migration  from  my  old  houfe  to  my  new  one,  where  I have 
hardly  yet  got  pen,  ink,  paper,  and  a t.iblc.  This  latter  has,  I 
believe,  been  atteRcd  to  you  by  your  fon,  who  faw  me  unfumifhed 
in  my  old  houfe,  and  fince  unfcttlcd  in  my  new  one.  I have  (as  I 
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told  him  that  d would)  executed  your -orders  with  rcgattl  to  my 
Ijookftllcrs:  I have  told  them,  more  fully-than  Lean  tell’ you, 'iw- 
thoughts  of' the  work,  and  have  raifed  their  imi)atienceilbr  lbmc  of 
the  topics,  for  which  they  will  treat  with  your  printer.  How  tlwr)- 
will  fell  (confiilering  the  whimfical  and  uncertain  dccifion-af-the 
public  in  thofc  matters)  ! do  not  know;  Init  how  they  ought  to  feU, 
if  the  public  jutlges  right,.  I well  know:  for  I never  faw  .more  wSr, 
fancy,  and  imagination,  upon  any  one  finglc  fubjedf,  ^very  one 
of  your  alterations  are,  in  my  opinion,  for  the  better,  excepting 
thofe  which  you  fay  you  have  made  in  my  favour,  and  in'  which-d 
fear  the  public  will  .too  jtulily  differ  from  you : your  putiality  to 
me  liad  carried  you  but  too  far  l»efore.  1 coivgratulate  both  you 
•and  Ireland  moft  heartily,  U[K)n  the  encrcafing  fruits  of  your 
labours  for  the  public  good;  Ihr  I am  iufurmed  from  all  hatids, 
that  a ijjirit  of  indutlry  diffuies  itfelf  through  all  lrclan<l;  the 
linen  manutadlurc  gains  gnnand  daily  in  the  .South  and  South-weft, 
and  new  manufadlurcs  arife  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom ; all 
Avhich,  I will  venture  to  f.iy,  is  originallv  owing  to  your  judicious 
and  indef.itigable  endeavours  for  the  good  of  your  country.  You 
know  the  nature  of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  our  cfiuntrymcn  in 
particular  (for  I ftill  think  and  call  myfelf  an  ItSfliman)  well 
^;nough  to  know:,  that  the  invitation  by  premiums  would  be  much 
more  ettc£lual  than  l,iw.s,  or  remote  corsfidcrations  of  general  iniblic 
_good,  upon  which  few  jK-ople  reafon  well  enough  to  lx;  convinced 
that  their  own  Iblid,  private  intereft  cffcntially  tiepends.  The 
Dublin  Society,  and,  in  i>articular,  my  good  friends  the  bifliop  of 
Meath,  and  Pri»ir,  have  feconded  yon  very  well;  am!  it  is  not  faying 
too  much  of  them  to  fay,  that  they  deferre  better  of  Ireland  than 
a.ny  one  other  fet  of  men  in  it;  I will  not  even  except  the  parlia- 
ment. The  I'.remiums  for  flax-feed  railed,  inftead  of  the  former 
ini(}uitous  diftribution  of  it,  have,  1 am  told  and  believe,  had  very 
gooil  confccjuenccs  for  the  linen  manufacture.  And,  as  there  was 
an  infamous  jobb  got  the  better  of,  I am  in  hojKs  that  all  jobbs  will 
be  hirulcred  from  creeping  into  that  excellent  eftablifhmcnt  of  the 
Proteftant  Charter-fchools,  w hich,  if  it  be  kept  pure  bnt  for  fome 
years,  w ill  have  a prodigious  cffeit  as  to  the  religious  and  politic-al 
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ftate  of  Ireland;  but  if  once  Proteftaat  children  flip  into  thofe 
fehools,  as  was  attempted  in  my  time,  the  end  of  their  inftitution 
ceafes.  I hope  the  UniverCtyj  of  Dublin,  that  enjoys  a fliare  of 
your  premiums,  defcrsres  them.  Our  two  Univerlities,  at  leaft,  will- 
do  it  no  hurt,  unlefe  by  their  examples;  for  I cannot  believe  that 
their  prefent- reputations  will  invite  people  in  Ireland  to  fend  their 
fens  there.  The  one  (Cambridge)  is  funk  into  the  lowed  oblcu- 
rity ; and  the  exidence  of.Oxford  would  not  be  known,  if  it  were  not . 
fOr  thc.treaibnable  fpirit  publicly  avowed,  and  often  exerted  there. 
The  Univerfity  of  Dublin  has  this  great  advantage  over  ours ; it  is 
one  compa<R  body,  under  the  eye  and  authority  of  one  head,  who, 
if*hc;is  a.good  one,  can  enforce  order  and  difcipline,  and  ellab]ifli> 
the  public  exerdfes  as  he  thinks  proper;  among  which  the  purity 
and  elegance  of  the  Englilh  language  ought  to  be  particularly 
attended  to:  for  there  you  are  apt  to  fail  in  Ireland.  But  I trouble  • 
you  too  long  upon  fubje<5ts  of  which  you  are  a much  better  judge 
than  1. am,  and  upon- the* fjx)t  to  obferve.  My  thoughts  are  only' 
St/O’  cenfet  amiewus’,  and  I give  them  you,  Ut  ft  c/ecus  iter  monjlrare 
velit.  My  wilhes  for  the  profperity  of  your  country  are  as  warm  1 
and  as  finccrc  as  the  fentiments  of  regard,  eftcem,  and  friendihip, , 
with  which  I am. 

Your  mod  faithful  humble  fervant, . 

Chesterfie  l d.- 


LETTER,  XVn. 

T O M R.  SEX  T O N,  L I M E R I C K. 

London,  April  8,  1751. 

S 1 R, 

I AM  fincerely  glad  of  the  reward  and  encouragement  which  your- 
indudry  hath  met  with.  I never  doubted  but  that  it  woidd ; • 
for,  though  imaginary  merit  commonly  complains  of  being  unre-- 
warded,  real  merit,  fooner  or  later,  in  fome  lhape  or  other,  feldom  i 

fails  ■ 


LORD  CHESTERFIELD’S  LETTERS 


24 

fails  of  fuccefs.  You  have  already  experienced  this,  and  %vill,  I 
hoix:  and  believe,  exireriencc  it  every  day  more  and  more.  Your 
pai)cr  already  wants  but  very  little  of  equalling  the  belt  that  any 
other  country  furnilhes,  and  I fee  no  realbn  why  you  Ihould  not 
bring  it  foon  to  fuch  a point  of  perfebtion  as  to  fupply  all  the 
demands  of  Ireland,  and  polfibly  fomc  of  England;  for  at  prefent 
we  import  a great  deal  from  other  countries.  Let  me  give  you 
one  piece  of  advice,  thotigh  I believe  you  want  it  lefs  than  moft 
manufa<n:urers  in  Ireland.  Never  think  your  paper  either  good 
enough  or  cheap  enough,  be  it  ever  lb  good,  or  ever  fo  cheap, 
but  always  endeavour  to  make  it  both  better  and  cheaper;  and  facri- 
fice  a little  2)relent  and  precarious  to  future  and  permanent  profit. 
Acquire  the  public  confidence  in  the  goodnels  and  reafonablenefs  of 
your  manufadfure,  and  your  fortune  will  be  folid  and  lafting,  both 
to  you  and  your  family,  if  they  will  tread  in  your  fteps. 

I know  a thread  merchant  at  Rotterdam,  who  hath  got  above 
thirty  thoul'and  ixjunds  by  his  indulby,  punduality,  and  integrity. 
He  never  let  a yard  of  bad  thread  go  out  of  his  hands,  and  never 
took  a farthing  more  than  reafonable  profit;  by  thefc  means  he 
hath  acquired  fuch  confidence,  that  people  make  no  difficulty  of 
fending  a blindman  or  a child  for  what  thread  they  want,  fure  not 
to  be  deceived  either  in  the  quantity  or  the  tjuality  of  it.  At  firft 
he  got  little,  but  then  he  lived  low;  his  profits  increafed  fafter  than 
his  expenccs,  and  his  expence  now  bears  a juft  proportion  to  his 
fortune.  Moft  trades-peoplc  in  Ireland  begin  juft  at  the  other 
end,  and  therefore  end  fo  ill  as  they  frequently  do.  By  what  you 
have  done  it  is  plain  you  do  not  want  thefe  hints,  and  I hope  your 
example  will  fuggeft  them  to  thofe  who  do.  I am,  w'ith  that 
efteem  which  you  deferve  from  all  Ireland,  and  from  all  thofe  who 
wilh  it  as  well  as  1 do.  Sir, 

Your  faithful  fervant, 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XVIII. 

TO  SAMUEL  DERRICK,  £S  Q.U  I R E. 

London,  Kcbruiry  6,  176;. 

SIR, 

WHEN  I left  the  Bath,  I thought  I left  your  throne  as  foliilly 
eftablillicd  as  any  throne  in  Eurojje.  You  ruled  with  lenity, 
and  your  fubjedls  obeyed  with  chearfulnefs.  But  fuch  is  the  un- 
certainty of  human  affairs,  that  it  feems  a confj>iracy  has  broke  out, 
to  diftrefs,  and  even  to  fubvert,  your  government.  I do  not  fee 
what  I can  do  at  this  diftance  to  affift  you,  knowing  nobody  at  Bath 
but  my  brother  and  lord  Ancram,  who  are  both,  as  1 am  informed, 
mudi  in  your  intcreft.  There  is  a committee,  you  fay,  formed 
againft  you;  form  a counter  committee  of  your  moll:  confiderable 
friends,  not  forgetting  two  or  three  of  our  tough  countrymen,  who 
are  Manu  quam  conftlio  promptiores.  Among  gentler,  but  perhaps 
not  lefs  efiedlual,  meafures,  you  may  call  ridicule  into  your  aflif- 
tance,  and  give  their  committee  the  name  of  The  Committee  of 
Safety,  which  w'as  manifeftly  formed  to  deftroy  the  then  eftabliflied 
government,  and  (avert  the  omen !)  did  fo.  They  begin  with  the 
reformation  of  your  mufic,  the  Round-heads  did  fo  with  the  organs; 
but  the  latter  meant  more,  anti  fo  do  the  former.  The  profit  is 
the  real  caufc  of  difeord,  and  tlierefore  I am  afraid  that  fome  man 
of  quality  and  fortune  Ihould  avail  himfclf  of  thofe  civil  diffen- 
tions,  and  come  and  fwallow  the  oyfter,  and  leave  you  and  your 
antagonift  only  the  fliells.  For  my  own  part,  I fay,  O king, 
live  for  ever.  1 am. 

Your  faithful  and  loyal  Subject, 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XIX. 
TO  THE  S M E. 


, Londoa,  March  17,  1767.^ 

S I B, 

Dl  D I not  tell  you  when  firft  thefe  little  convulfions  flicK)k  your 
throne,  that  they  wovihl  tend  to  fix  and  eftablifii  it  upon  Iblid 
foundations?  This  hath  hai>pencd,  and  I look  upon  your  power 
to  be,  fince  your  reftoration,  more  jxrmanent  and  more  extenfive 
than  ever.  It  was  the  caule  of  king  Charles  the  fecond  uix»n  his 
reftoration,  when  all  his  I'ubjtcls  were  in  hafte  to  lurrendcr  into  his 
hands  all  their  rights  and  privileges.  You  are  now  in  poireflion  of 
all  thofc  at  Bath,  in  as  full  and  as  ample  a manner  as  the  moft 
abfolute  of  your  predecefllirs  (Nafti)  ever  enjoyed  them.  But  I 
muft  recommend  to  you  to  ufe  your  unlimited  jx>wer  with  modera- 
tion anti  lenity,  and  to  refle£t,  that  defpotifm  is  a ftate  of  violence 
which  human  nature  abhors.  Mow  couhl  you  think  me  lb  batl  a 
courtier,  as  not  to  be  willing  that  my  name  fliould  appear  in  the  lift 
of  your  flatterers?  Make  what  ufe  you  pleafe  of  it,  but  do  not  put 
me  down  in  the  lift  of  your  minifters,  for  I do  not  like  that  pro- 
feftion.  I cannot  fay  that  1 approve  of  your  Poll  Tax  as  a fund  for 
your  Civil  Lift,  for  I am  convinced  it  will  prove  a deficient  one. 
Your  Balls  were  a much  better.  Your  Balls  took  in  every  body, 
and  many  could  not  refui'e  taking  a ticket  from  you  ore  tenus,  who 
will  flip  and  fluiflle  out  of  the  way  of  your  fubfeription  book. 

I Ihould  be  unworthy  of  rny  peerage  if,  now  that  you  are  king 
indeed,  1 were  not. 

Your  loyal  lubje£f,  and  faithful  fervant. 

Chesterfield. 
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LETTER  XV. 

TO  THE  EARL  OF  ARRAV. 

Bath,  OfloUr  12,  ij;o. 

MY  LORU, 

I CONSIDER  lord  ami  lady  Sudlcy’s  pafllng  through  Geneva  as 
a fortunate  accident  for  me,  as  it  was  the  occalion  of  reviving 
me  ill  your  lordfliip’s  memory,  for  whom  1 always  had  the  greateli 
regard  ami  elfeem:  the  ailvaniageoiis  tcllimony  which  my  kinf- 
woman  lady  Stanhope  bare  of  lord  ami  lady  Siullcy,  in  a letter  to 
me,  ought  to  have  the  greater  weight,  as  it  was  unalked  and 
unbiafled;  for  flic  could  not  know  the  part  1 took  in  every  thing 
that  concerned  you : and  I have  been  fo  long  out  of  the  world,  that 
I did  not  know  w ho  lord  and  lady  Sudley  were,  till  1 was  infoimed 
by  my  old  friend  George  Faulkner.  Having  mentional  him,  give 
me  Iea\  e to  fet  your  lordfliip  right  as  to  a very  great  millake  in  a 
letter  from  you  to  him,  which  he  fliewed  me.  Your  lordlhip  fays 
there,  that  you  thought  I looked  coUlly  uiwn  you  for  having  pro- 
ixifed,  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  the  augmentation  of  four  or  hve 
thoufand  men.  Now  I alfure  your  lordlhip,  ujion  my  honour,  that 
I had  no  fuch  intention : it  is  true  I difapproved  of  the  motion, 
which  I thought  at  that  time  unneceflary,  and  1 think  time  has 
juftified  my  opinion.  1 had  always  a great  contempt  for  that  extra- 
vagant attempt  of  the  Pretender,  which,  though  it  fcattcrcd  fliame- 
ful  terrors  Imth  here  and  in  Ireland,  I own  never  gave  me  one 
moment’s  uneafinefs.  In  all  events,  I thought  the  affair  muff  be 
decided  one  way  or  the  other  before  the  troops  projxifed  could  be 
raifed  and  tolerably  difeiplined;  but  1 well  knew,  that  the  half-pay  of 
the  officers  would  remain  for  many  years  a burthen  upon  Ireland, 
w hich  1 was  unfaffiionable  enough  toconfider,  and  to  prevent  if  1 
could ; but  I had  not  the  leal!  reafon  to  be  diipleafecl  with  whoever 
propofed  or  voted  for  that  queffion;  on  the  contrary,  it  flattered 
my  vanity,  in  giving  me  the  nomination  of  all  the  officers,  and  might 
have  flattered  my  purle  ftill  more,  had  1 been  an  infamous  corriipt 
1 rafeah . 
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rafcal.  1 never  tampered  with  votes,  nor  ever  made  the  leatt ' 
diltinclion  in  my  reception  of  the  members  of  cither  houfe  upon 
account  of  their  political  condu«R;  nor  indeed  could  I well  do  it, 
for  your  lordfliip  well  knows  that  I met  with  no  dilHculty  nor 
oppolition  during  my  fhort  adminillration : you  all  judged  favoura- 
bly, and  give  me  leave  to  add  jullly,  of  my  intentions,  and  in  con- 
lideiation  of  them  excufed  my  errors.  When  1 returned  from 
Ireland,  I thought  that  the  weight  of  property  was  too  unequally 
divided  between  the  two  houfes,  and  preponderated  too  much  on 
the  fide  of  the  houfe  of  commons;  and  therefore,  I laid  a lift  before 
the  late  king  of  fix  commoners,  of  the  largeft  proixiity  and  the 
belt  charadters,  to  be  made  peers,  in  which  lift  I give  your  lordfliip 
my  word  and  honour  you  was  one:  the  king  approved  of  it,  but 
fate  foon  difpofed  of  me  in  another  department,  much  againft  my 
inclinations.  Since  that  time  1 have  ever  heartily,  though  inef- 
fedtually,  wiflicd  the  peace  and  profiierity  of  Irelaml,  and  fliall 
always  value  myfclf  upon  its  good  ojxnion.  I alk  pardon  for  this 
tedious  letter,  relative  only  to  times  part ; but  1 plead  the  privilege 
of  feventy-fix  years  of  age,  which  is  always  apt  to  be  garrulous. 

I am,  with  the  greateft  truth  and  efteem, 

MY  LORD, 

Your  lordfliip's  moft  faithful, 

and  obedient  Icrv.ant,  i 

Chesterfield. 
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